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Art.  I.     The  Dangers  of  the  Country.    By  the  Author  of  War 
in  Disguise,  &c.     8vo.    pp.  227.    Hatchard,  London,  1807. 

1JtTe  agree  with  the  greater  part  of  this  boding  volume  \  and 
*  *  we  think  the  author  has  discharged  a  great  public  duty, 
in  endeavouring  to  impress  the  country  with  a  sense  of  its  dan- 
.  gers,  and  to  train  us  to  that  sort  of  fortitude  which  consists,  not 
in  shutting  our  eyes  to  the  hazard,  but  in  providing  steadily  a- 
gainst  it. 

After  passing  rather  too  slightly  over  the  extent  of  our  danger 
from  the  military  power  of  France,  and  the  risk  of  an  actual 
,  subjugation,  he  proceeds  to  detail,  under  ten  several  heads,  the 
consequences  which  would  follow  from  such  a  calamitous  occur- 
rence. To  the  few  who  have  allowed  themselves  to  reflect  on  the 
subject,  such  an  enumeration  must  be  useless  ;  but  it  may  startle 
the  thoughtless,  and  rouse  the  multitude  from  their  dream  of 
apathy,  thus  to  see  these  menaced  evils  embodied  and  spread  out 
before  them,  which  they  have  hitherto  apprehended  only  as  a 
remote .  and  indistinct  possibility.  If  great  sacrifices,  too,  and 
great  exertion  should  become  necessary,  as  we  greatly  fear  they 
may,  in  the  prosecution  of  the  contest,  it  is  of  use  to  keep  before 
us  the  amount  of  the  miseries  from  which  we  are  purchasing  re* 
demotion. 

The  author  does  not  dwell  at  all  upon  the  horrors  of  the  con- 
quest itself,  nor  on  the  proscriptions  and  confiscations  with  which 
it  would  infallibly  be  attended.  He  supposes  this  great  work  to 
be  finally  .consummated  ;  and  merely  sets  himself  to  estimate  the 
changes  which  would  be  produced  in  the  condition  of  the  sur- 
viving population.  :  * 

The  first  would  be,  the  transference  of  oar  sceptre  to  the 
hands  of  some  creature  of  the  conqueror,  or  the  total  supp««^ 
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sion  of  our  independence,  by  our  conversion  into  a  province  or  de- 
partment of  his  empire.  The  author  thinks  the  last  most  pro- 
bable ;  as  our  insular  situation,  maritime  habits  and  untractable 
character,  might  otherwise  give  us  a  chance  for  recovering  our 
freedom,  and  converting  a  nominal  into  a  real  independence.  In 
either  event,  he  rightly  concludes,  that  our  free  constitution 
would  be  annihilated.  It  is  this  freedom,  more  than  our  com- 
mercial prosperity  or  our  national  influence,  which  excites  the 
alarm  and  jealousy  of  our  enemy  :  it  exhales  a  vapour  unhealth- 
f ul  to  the  constitution  of  despotism  j  and  while  England  is  free* 
the  master  of  France  must  be  uneasy.  We  might  still  have 
Parliaments,  however,  and  mock  elections  ;  but  we  may  guess  at 
the  measure  of  power  which  would  be  left  to  those  assemblies* 
from  that  which  we  have  seen  entrusted  to  the  senates  of  France 
or  of  Holland. 

The  consequences  of  conquest,  however,  would  first  come 
home  to  individuals,  in  the  destruction  of  our  laws  and  personal 
privileges.  No  one  can  be  extravagant  enough  to  imagine  that  a 
French  government  would  allow  a  Itabeas  corpus,  a  jury,  or  a 
gaol-delivery  to  its  English  subjects.  We  cannot  hope  for  more 
than  it  indulges  to  its  own  people.  The  liberty  of  the  press  in 
France,  too,  may  safely  be  taken  as  the  measure  of  what  it  would 
be  in  England  ;  arid  in  comparison  with  the  tyranny  now  exer- 
cised there,  in  this  respect,  the  policy  of  the  Inquisition,  the  Spr- 
bonne,  and  tie  Bourbons,  was  perfect  freedom.  Their  interfer- 
ence was  restrictive  or  prohibitory  merely ;  but  the  present  go- 
vernor of  France  compels  its  journalists  to  publish,  as  well  as 
to  suppress,  whatever  he  pleases.  He  has  personal  quarrels,  too, 
with  the  English  press  j  which  we  are  afraid  could  not  be  settled 
by  mere  prospective  regulations.  There  are  more  than  Peltier 
who  might  meet  with  the  fate  of  Palm. 

The  next  thing  we  should  lose,  would  be  the  security  of  per- 
sonal liberty.  This  consequence  of  conquest  we  shall  give  in 
the  words  of  our  author.  It  is  a  favourable  specimen  of  his 
most  popular  manner. 

<  We  fnuft  lay  afide  alfo  that  proud  fenfe  of  perfonal  inviolability, 
which  we  now  cherifh  fo  fondly  ;  and,  what  it  juftly  prized  dill  more, 
the  civil  fan&ity  of  our  homes.  The  Englifliman's  houfe  muft  be  hit 
cattle  no  more. 

*  Inileadcf  our  humble  watchmen  to  wifh  us  refpe&fully  good  night, 
when  returning  to  cor.  abodes  in  the  evening,  we  (hall  be  challenged  at 
every  turning  by  military  patroles,  and  (hall  be  fortunate,  if  we  meet 
no  pert  boy  in  commiffion,  or  ill.natured  trooper,  to  rebuke  us  with 
the  back  of  his  fword,  or  with  a  lodging  in  the  guard-houfe,  for  a 
hecdlefs  or  tardy  reply.  Perhaps,  after  all*  when  we  arrive  at  our 
tanei,  iaftcad  gf  thrt  quirt  fire-lid*  at  which  we  expt&ed  to  fit  in 
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domeftfc  privacy  with  our  wives  and  children,  and  relieve  our  burthened 
hearts  by  (ighing  with  them  over  the  forrows  of  our  country,  we  (hall 
find  fome  ruffian  familiars  of  the  police  on  a  domiciliary  vifit  j  or  fome 
infolent  young  officers,  who  have  ftepped  in  una/ked  to  relieve  their 
tedium  while  on  guard,  by  the  conversation  of  our  wives  and  daugh- 
ter*. It  would  be  dangerous,  however,  to  offend  fuch  unwelcome 
guefh,  or  even  not  to  treat  them  with  all  the  refpect  due  to  brave  war- 
riors who  have  ferved  under  Napoleon  the  Great. 

*  But,  mould  we  cfcape  fuch  intruders  for  the  evening,  ftill  we  muffc 
lye  down,  uncertain  whether  our  dwellings  will  be  left  unviolated  till  the 
morning.  A  tremendous  noife  will  often  at  midnight  roufe  the  father 
of  a  family  from  his  fleep,  and  he  will  hear  a  harm  voice  commanding 
to  open  the  gate,  through  which  its  haplefs  matter  will  foon  pafs  to 
return  no  more.9     p.  20,  21. 

The  most  disastrous  consequence  of  conquest,  would  be  the 
annihilation  of  national  and  individual  opulence.  The  mere 
destruction  of  the  funds  would  beggar  an  incredible  multitude  ; 
but  the  trade  and  the  riches  of  England  would  infallibly  perish 
with  its  security  for  property — its  equal  laws — its  colonies  and 
commanding  navy.  It  is  only  necessary  indeed  to  consider,  how 
much  greater  ana  more  powerful  we  are  at  this  moment  than  our 
population  or  extent  of  territory  should  naturally  have  made  us, 
to  see  how  much  more  we  should  lose,  in  losing  our  independ- 
ence, than  any  other  people.  We  should  fall  like  Tyre  or  Car- 
thage, if  the  foundations  of  our  commercial  greatness  were  once 
withdrawn.  The  quantity  of  domestic  misery  which  would  be 
produced,  in  such  a  population  as  ours,  by  this  vast  and  general 
impoverishment,  surpasses  all  calculation.  The  author  is  very 
long  upon  it  j  and  gives  a  number  of  pictures  and  details,  which 
we  recommend  to  the  consideration  of  all  those  who  think  that 
industry  is  secure  of  its  reward  in  every  civilized  society,  and 
that  it  is  mere  romance  for  people  in  the  middling  conditions  of 
life  to  fight  for  political  privileges,  or  for  the  choice  of  their 
rulers. 

The  rigours  of  a  suspicious  provincial  military  government, 
would  be  displayed  in  full  force  over  the  politicians  of  conquered 
England. — Our  mobs  and  our  clubs,  and  even  our  coffee-house 
conversations,  would  be  effectually  broken  up  by  the  sabre  and  the 
bayonet.  Sanguinary  punishments  would  repress  the  new  in- 
vented crimes  of  suspected  disaffection  and  sedition ;  and  the 
happy  invention  of  military  conscription,  would  take  off  the  tur- 
bulent part  of  our  youth,  to  recruit  the  legions  of  their  master, 
and  to  extend  his  conquests  in  another  quarter  of  the  globe. 

The  author  next  foresees  the  destruction  of  our  religious  li- 
berty, and  the  compulsory  restitution  of  Popery,  among  the  im- 
mediate consequences  0/  our  subjugation.     We  hesitate  more 
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about  this,  than  any  of  his  preceding  anticipations ;  though  it  is 
no  doubt  true,  that  the  universality  of  that  faith  would  he  very 
convenient  for  an  Emperor  who  keeps  the  Pope  at  his  disposal, 
and  that  there  is  something  in  the  constitution  and  doctrine  of 
•many  of  the  Protestant  churches  which  would  be  likely  enough 
to  give  offence  to  an  absolute  sovereign. 

The  last  evil  to  which  the  author  directs  the  attention  of  his 
countrymen,  is  the  general  dissoluteness  of  manners  which  would 
result,  partly  from  the  debasement  uniformly  produced  by  los« 
of  liberty,  but  chiefly  from  the  contagion  of  that  profligate  and 
licentious  soldiery  which  would  be  quartered  over  all  the  land, 
and  would  naturally  take  the  lead  in  every  thing  in  which  their 
example  could  be  seducing  or  pernicious. 

Such  are  the  obvious  and  tremendous  evils  which  this  author 
very  fairly  and  clearly  deduces  from  the  supposition  qf  our  yield- 
ing to  the  fate  which  has  already  fallen  on  the  greater  part  of 
Europe,  and  being  subjugated  by  the  arms  of  France.  There  i$ 
no  fancy,  unfortunately,  and  no  exaggeration  in  the  statement  $ 
every  article  of  it  is  supported  by  precedents  $  every  tint  is  co* 
loured  from  the  life.  It  is  even  a  softened  delineation  ;  for  no- 
allowance  is  "%nade  for  the  peculiar  rancour  and  hostility  with 
which  the  enemy  has  always  avowed  himself  to  be  actuated  to-i 
wards  us,  more  than  any  other  of  his  opponents. 

In  the  second  part  of  his  work,  the  author  proposes  to  point 
out  a  remedy  for  tliese  evils.  But,  in  this  more  comfortable  an«k 
pleasing  task,  we  are  concerned  to  say  that  he  is  by  no  means 
equally  successful.  His  prescription  for  averting  the  present 
crisis,  consists  of  three  ingredients.  1.  We  are  not  tp  make  peace 
,  till  matters  look  better  on  the  Continent 5  2.  We  are  to  improve 
our  military  system,  chiefly  by  filling  our  ranks  with  very  young 
men ;  3.  and  finally,  We  are  to  deserve  the  favour  of  Heaven, 
by  reforming  our  hves,  and  by  forthwith  abolishing  the  slave- 
trade.  Upwards  of  seventy  pages  are  devoted  to  pious  declama- 
tions against  this  abominable  traffic,  and  reasonings  and  citations 
IVom  the  Revelations,  to  show  that  die  successes  of  Bonaparte 
have  been  permitted  as  a  chastisement  and  admonition  to  ks  sup* 
porters.  All  this  may  be  very  well  meant ;  but  the  reasoning, 
we  suspect,  would  scarcely  go  down  in  a  sermon.  The  subject*, 
however,  requires  a  more  deliberate  consideration. 

We  cannot  bring  ourselves  to  enlarge  upon  the  actua)  hazard 
in  which  we  stand,  of  invasion  and  possible  defeat,  though  it  is 
here  that  the  prejudices  which  tie  up  our  hands  from  exertion, 
are  most  fatally  prevalent.  After  all  we  have  seen  of  the  unal- 
terable hostility,  the  daringness  and  perseverance  of  our  enemy, 
it  is  not  a  little  alarming  to  think  how  general  the  persuasion  stiife 
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is,  that  nothing  in  the  shape  of  a  formidable  invasion  will  be  at- 
tempted.   Even  on  the  supposition  of  such  an  attempt,  the  greater 
part  of  our  countrymen  have  never  allowed  themselves  to  imagine 
any  thing  beyond  a  battle  at  sea.     A  few  of  the  more  resolute 
have  perhaps  looked  forward  to  a  momentary  and  unambiguous 
conflict  on  the  beach  with  those  who  had  escaped  from  our  ma- 
ritime vengeance  :  but  we  cannot  discover  that  the  idea  of  a  pro- 
tracted contest  in  the  interior  has  ever  been  admitted,  or  that  any 
preparations  have  been  "made  in  contemplation  of  such  a  possibi- 
lity.    What  the  consequences  may  be  of  such  neglect,  we  have 
just  been  attenapting  to  point  out.     For  some  of  the  facts  which 
imperiously  call  upon  us  to  take  security  against  them,  we  refer 
our  readers  to  the  following  passages  oflhe  work  now  before  us. 
1  Though  bis  threats  of  invaUon  have  been  fufpended,  not  fo  his  naval 
preparations.     He  has  not  difcontinued  the  building  of  that  great  num- 
ber of  (hips  of  the  line,  the  keels  of  which  were  long  fince  laid  at  Ant- 
werp, at  Breft,  and  in  various  other  ports  of  his  dominions ;  and  the 
dock-yards  of  Venice,  ire  now  fully  employed,  as  well  as  tbofe  of 
Spain  and  Holland,  in  preparing   for  him  a  regular  marine.     Mean- 
time, the  Boulogne  flotilla  has  been  carefully  maintained,  upon  that  ex- 
tensive fcale,  and  in  that  fitnefs  for  immediate  fervice,  to  which  he  had 
raifed  it  before  his  march  for  the  Rhine.     It  is,  if  public  -and  general 
report  may  be  credited,  capable  of  tranfporting,  by  a  fingle  embarkation* 
150,000  men  to  our  (bores.     Nor  is  that  flotilla  to  be  defpifed,  as  an 
instrument  of  invafion,  when  in  the  hands  of  a  man   prodigal  of  the 
lives  of  his  troops,  and, inexorably  bent  on  the  accomplifhment  of  hhi 
purpofe :  more  efpecially  now,  when  he  has  gained  renown  enough, 
and  ftrength  enough,  both  at  home  and  abroad,  to  be  in  no  danger, 
from  the  difcoatent  that  might  be  excited  by  the  iofs  of  an  army* 

•  We  had  fome  fecurity  perhaps,  till  now,  from  the  dilemma  tn  which 
Napoleon  was  placed,  by  the  neceflity  of  either  riflcing  his  own  perfon 
in  the  paflage,  or  resigning  to  another  commander  the  glory  of  the  ex- 
pedition, in  the  event  of  its  fuccefs.     But  now,  he  can  afford  to,fpare» 

to  Murat,  to  Maficna,  Davouft,  or  fome  other  diftingurihed  general, 
the  renown  of  conquering  Great  Britain  ;  nor  feel  any  apprehenfion  that 
fuch  a  delegate  will  ufe  the  large  force  to  be  committed  to  him,  either 
at  Boulogne,  or  on  this  fide  the  channel,  fo  as  to  triumph  with  fafety, 
and  avoid  the  fate  of  Moreau.  The  Ufurper  will  therefore  mod  pro- 
bably not'expofe  himfelf  to  the  inconvenience  of  leading  the  army  of 
England,  nor  raftily  re-engage  himfelf  to  do  fo ;  but  will  yield  to  the 
prayers  of  his  anxiously  aJfcSionate  fubje&a,  and  devolve  on  fome  fa- 
vourite chief,  that  hazardous  command. 

•  But  the  Boulogne  flotilla  will  not  be  relied  upon,  as  the  only  mean 
of  invafion*  In  other  ports  of  the  channel,  in  the  German  Ocean,  the 
Atlantic,  the  Mediterranean,  and  the  Adriatic,  regular  and  powerful 
armaments  will  be  prepared,  fo  as  to  di lira 61  our  attention,  and  divide 
our  naval  force ;  nor  would  it  be  pofliWc  for  us  to  blockade  them  all, 
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through  every  feafon,  and  with  fleets  and  fquadrons  fufRcicntly  ftrong, 
if  our  navy  were  three  times  as  large  and  potent  as  it  actually  is.  It 
would  be  prepofterous  therefore  to  fuppofe,  that  from  no  part  of  his 
immcnfe  maritime  regions,  will  the  enemy  be  able  to  fend  expeditions  to 
fea  ;  and  not  lefs  fo,  to  rely  that  his  fleets  and  tranfports  will  all  be  met 
with  by  Britifh  fquadrons,  before  they  can  land  troops  on  our  mores. 
Even  the  vigilance  and  energy  of  Nelfon,  could  not  prevent  the  power- 
ful invafion  of  Egypt;  and  if,  prior  to  1R05,  any  man  believed  that 
it  is  impoffible  for  the  hoftile  fleets  to  (leal  from  their  harbours,  to  per- 
form voyages,  and  to  land  forces  in  diftant  parts,  without  being  arrett- 
ed by  Britifh  fleets  in  their  way,  he  muft.  now  be  quite  cured  of  that 
miftake.  We  have  learnt,  by  reiterated  experience  within  the  Iaft  two 
years,  that  all  this  may  be  done,  without  the  difcorery  even  of  the 
point  of  deftination,  till  it  is  too  late  to  fruflrate  the  plan. 

1  It  would  not  be  quite  fo  eafy,  I  admit,  to  collect  and  fend  to  fea, 
with  equal  fecrecy,  a  fleet  large  enough  to  waft  over  an  army  adequate 
to  the  invafion  of  England  ;  but  fuppofing  fuch  fleets  to  be  collected  at 
more  ports  than  one,  even  this  might  very  probably  be  effected.  It 
muft  not,  however,  be  concluded,  that  the  enemy  will  certainly  be 
driven  to  the  neceflity  of  embarking  by  Health.  A  much  more  likely, 
and  feafible  expedient  would  be,  the  bringing  together,  by  combined 
and  well  concerted  movement?,  a  large  part  of  his  naval  force,  at  the 
deftined  point  of  embarkation,  and  then  failing  openly  for  our  coaft, 
under  the  protection  of  a  fleet  fuch  as  we  could  not  immediately  collect 
{hips  enough  to  intercept  and  defeat. 

*  It  has  been  computed  by  fea-officers  of  reputation  and  judgment, 
that  150,000  men  might  be  embarked  at  Boulogne  in  a  Angle  day  ;  for 
the  veflels  now  collected  there,  are  fo  conflicted  as  to  take  the  ground 
without  damage  ;  and  when  anchored  at  high-water  mark,  on  a  long 
fandy  beach  which  is  impregnably  fortified  for  their  protection,  they 
are  left  dry  for  hours  by  the  tbb  tide  ;  fo  that  the  troops  may  march  on 
board  by  means  of  planks,  as  quickly  IJmoft  as  they  could  file  off  into 
their  barrack? ;  and  at  the  return  of  high  water,  be  ready  to  put  to  fea. 
If  fo,  the  command  of  the  channel  for  eight  and  forty  hours,  might, 
fuifice  for  the  mod  formidable  invafion.  !  p.  109 — 112. 
And  afterwards — 

1  After  all,  have  we  effective  foldi'ers,  regular  or  irregular,  fufficient, 
in  point  of  numbers,  to  make  the  country  perfectly  fafe  againft  a  power- 
ful invafion  ? 

*  The  volunteers,  much  more  than  the  regular?,  arc  difperfed  in  every 
part  of  the  ifland  ;  and  no  great  proportion  of  them  could  be  convened 
at  any  given  point,  foon  enough  to  flop  the  progrefs  of  an  enemy,  who 
might  land  on  our  eaftern  or  {Southern  coalt,  before  he  could  become 
mailer  of  London.  Bcfides,  the  defects  which  I  have juft  been  ftating, 
would  be  found  peculiarly  fatal,  if  fuch  troops  were  to  be  marched  from 
diftant  parts  of  the  ifland,  immediately  prior  to  their  being  brought 
into  action. 

*  Of  the  volunteers  now  enrolled  throughout  the  kingdom,  a  great 
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many  are  certainly,  in  point  of  difcipline,  as  well  as  bodily  qualifications, 
unfit  for  a&ual  feryice  ;  and  a  large  proportion  even  of  thofe  who  are 
returned  as  effective,  will  not  be  fonnd  fo  upon  trial.  It  is  too  com- 
mon, 1  fear,  to  keep  every  member  on  the  effective  lift,  who  has  once 
exercifed  with  the  corps  in  battalion  upon  an  infpe&ion  or  general  muf- 
ter ;  though,  perhaps,  he  never  was  perfect  even  in  his  manual  ex?r- 
«ife9  and  has  forgot  the  little  he  once  learned  of  it*  Thefe  undifqi- 
pEned  effectives  too,  are,  it  is  probable,  increasing  very  rapidly,  in  aU 
moft  every  corps  not  receiving  pay,  though  their  nominal  force  remain* 
vodiminifhed* 

<  Without  enlarging  on  this  fubje&,  I  will  hazard  an  opinion  that 
there  are  not  50,000  volunteers  in  the  whole  ifland,  now  ready  to  take 
the  field,  and  fit  to  aft  again  ft  an  enemy  %  yet,  were  there  fix  times  as 
many,  it  might  be  difficult  to  draw  together  two  armies  of  that  amount, 
in  time  to  make  a  firft  and  fecond  ftand,  for  the  exigence  of  their 
•country*  Suppofing  a  battle  to  be  loft,  and  London  in  the  hands  of 
the  invaders,  the  fubfeouent  junction* of  volunteers,  who  are  fcattered 
over  the  whole  face  of  the  ifland,  would  be  no  cafy  work.  With  a  molt 
active  and  energetic  enemy  in  the  centre,  the  communications  between 
the  eaft  and  the  weft,  the  north  and  the  foutb,  of  the  ifland,  would  not 
be  long  open*  The  hope  therefore  of  further  refiftance,  would  depend, 
not  merely  on  our  having  enough  of  effediye  volunteers,  to  form  a 
powerful  referve,  but  on  their  being  fufficiently  numerous,  to  make  head 
in  different  parts  of  the  country  at  the  fame  moment,  and  fight  their 
way  in  large  bodies  to  a  general  rendezvous,  though  oppofed  by  power* 
ful  detachments. 

'  If  it  be  objected,  that  thefe  calculations  are  founded  on  an  affump- 
tton  that  we  fhould  be  taken  by  Xurprife ;  I  anfwer,  that  our  notice  of 
an  approaching  invafion  would  probably  be  extremely  fhort,  and  quite 
infufficient  tor  the  purpofe  of  embodying  our  volunteers  throughout  the 
ifland,  prior  to  the  actual  defcent.  The  means  of  fuddealy  embarking 
a  large  army  at  Boulogne,  are  continually  at  the  enemy's  command. 
The  only  reouifite  for  mvafion,  therefore,  which,  anlefs  he  trufts  to  the 
flotilla  alone,  he  muft  provide  by  new  expedients,  is  a  convoying  fleet  : 
and  this,  as  has  been  already  fhown,  he  may  very  pofltbly  obtain  by  a 
preconcerted  junction  of  different  fquadrons  off  that  or  fome  neigh- 
bouring port.  But  the  only  probable  means  of  fo  obtaining  a  tempo- 
rary fuperiority  in  the  channel,  are  fo  far  from  being  inconttftent  with 
fecrecy,  that  they  necefiariry  imply  that  quality  ;  nor  would  the  oppor- 
tunity, when  found,  admit  of  any  delay.  It  feems  not  unlikely,  there- 
fore, that  the  fame  day  would  bring  us  advice  that  the  blockade  of  Bou- 
logne was  railed  by  a  ftroog  hoftile  fleet,  and  that  the  troops  were  be- 
ginning to  embark «  nor  is  it  impoflible,  that  the  flotilla  might  be  al- 
ready on  our  coaft,  before  the  danger  could  be  announced  by  Govern- 
ment,  at  any  great  diftance  from  London. 

4  What  then  is  to  be  done  in  order  to  prepare  effectually  againft  the 
danger  of  fucb  a  furprife,  with  our  preient  means  of  interior  defence  ? 

A  4  Arc 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


t  The  Dangers  of  the  Country.  April 

Are  the  volunteers  to  be  called  from  their  homes,  and  marched  into 
diftant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  there  to  be  formed  into  armte*,  on  every  k 
alarm  ?     The  repetition  of  fuch  coftly  and  vexatious  means  of  prepara- 
tion, would  foon  exhauft  both  the  purfe  and  the  patience  of  the  country, 
Befides,  as  the  danger  mud  always  be  imminent  as  long  as  a  large  army 
is  encamped  within  fight  of  our  coafts,  and  the  moft  fpecious  indication* 
of  an  immediate  intention  to  embark,  'could  be  eafily  made,  the  enemy, 
if  he  found  he  could  reduce  us  to  fuch  coftly  defenfive  expedients, 
would  take  care  we  mould  hare  alarms  enough  to  harafs  our  volunteers 
prior  to  an  a&ual  attempt.     It  is  pkin,  then,  that  forces  which  are  to 
be  affembled  from  many  different  diftri&s   of  the  kingdom,  at  the  ex*  * 
penfe  of  every  branch  of  civil  induftry,  as  well  as  of  domeftic  comfort, 
nriuft  probably  J^e,  for  the  moft  part,  unembodied  when  the  enemy  is  on  - 
his  way  to  our  (hores.  *     p.  136 — 133. 

In  this  situation,  is  it  possible  for  a  moment  to  doubt,  that  our 
danger  is  great,  and  that  our  preparation  is  inadequate  ?  or,  is  it 
conceivable  that  men  should  still  be  found,  who  can  fancy  that ' 
they  act  a  laudable  and  spirited  part,  in  discrediting  the  danger,  ' 
and  obstructing  the  necessary  preparation  ?  or  in  raising  a  sense- 
less cry  of  disaffection  or  cowardice  against  all  who  have  courage 
to  look  our  situation  in  the  face,  and  patriotism,  to  wish  that  it 
should  be  rendered  more  secure  ?     It  seems  to  be  the  great  object  * 
of  those  who  assume  the  direction  of  the  public  sentiment,  to  hold 
put  the  enemy  as  something  very  hateful,  but  by  no  means  very  * 
formidable  ;*  and  thus  to  inflame  our  animosity,  without  exciting 
our  apprehensions.     Now  this,  we  conceive,  is  exactly  the  reverse  1 
o£  the  policy  which  ought  to  be  pursued.     Our  animosity  is  al- 
ready more  violent  than  is  either  reasonable  or  becoming;  and  our  * 
apprehensions  are  proved,  by  the  imperfection  of  our  preparation^ 
to  be  far  less  active  than  they  ought  to  be.     To  talk  with  con* 
tempt  of  the  greatest  military  power  that  the  world  ever  saw,  is 
either  base  affectation,  or  mere  drivelling,  or  insanity ;  and  yet  x 
this  is  the  popular  tone  among  those  who  seem  most  inclined  to 
drive  us  on  to  the  encounter.     Provided  we  are  angry  enough,  - 
and  sufficiently  convinced  that  we  have  to  do  with  a  despicable 
opponent,  they  seem  to  think  it  but  of  little  consequence  how  we  ' 
are  prepared  in  other  respects  for  the  contest.     Our  want  of  dis-  ' 
cipline  and  numbers — or  generals— of  strong  places,  or  plans  of 
operation,  are  all  overlooked  \  and  instead  of  remedying  them, 
it  seems  to  be  the  prevailing  policy  to  discountenance  all  who 
would  press  them  on  our  notice,  and  to  make  up  all  deficiencies 
by  more  abuse  of  the  enemy,  and  more  high-flown  compliments 
to.  our  own  confidence  and  prowess.     In  consequence  of  all  this, 
a  general  feeling  is  propagated  in  the  country,  that  no  extraordir 
nary  exertions  can  be  necessary  to  repel  these  presumptuous  in-? 
yaders  5  and  it  is  but  too  familiar  and  obvious  a  truth,  that  no* 
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thing  but  a  conviction  of  absolute  necessity  will,  ever  .lead  ui  to 
those  exertions  without  which  we  cannot  be  in  safety.  That  ne- 
cessity, we  think,  is  now  come.  We  must  be  an  armed  nation, 
before  we  can  be  safe  from  the  hostility  of  a  nation  much  more 
numerous  in  arms  :\nd,  that  we  are  not  already  an  armed  nation, 
is  owing  mainly  to  the  pains  which  have  been  taken  to  disguise 
from  us  this  necessity,  to  feed  us  with  the  vain  idea  that  no  foe 
will  dare  to  assail  us,  and  that  we  have  nothing  to  -do  but  to  re- 
tort their  menaces  by  unmanly  abuse  and  impotent  reviling. 

Thofe  who  agree  with  us,  and  with  the  author  before  us,  as  to 
the  miferies  which  this  nation,  beyond  all  others,  would  have  to 
fuffer  from  fubjugation,  will  feel  enough  of  a,nger  and  indignation 
at  thofe  by  whom  they  are  threatened  with  fuch  a  calamity. 
There  can  be  no  need,  therefore,  to  inflame  our  animofity  by  any 
other  con fi derations.     Frenchmen,   as  Frenchmen,    were  never 
very  popular  in  this  country ;  but  infulting  and  invading  French- 
men, could  never  have  met  but  with  one  reception.     Is  it  not 
an  infult,  then,  to  the  loyalty  of  our  people,,  as  well  as  to  their 
fpirit,  to  fuppofe  that  they  need  the  excitement  of  paflionate  in- 
vefltives,  or  that  they  will  fight  better,   and  more  willingly,  if 
they  are  kept  in  the  dark  as  to  the  danger  of  the  encounter  ?     All 
this  is  the  worfe,  too,  becaufe  we  are  verily  perfuaded  that  the 
vulgar  railing,  in  which  we  indulge  ourfelves  towards  the  enemy, 
is  very  nearly  as  much  mifplaced  and  unjuftifiable  as  the  accufa- 
tidns  which  they  fo  induftrioufly  circulate  as  to  us.     The  French 
are  indifputably  a  gallant,  a  focial,  and  an  ingenious  people  ;  and, 
except  that  they  are  at  war  with  us,  arid  have  btatcn  our  allies, 
and  are  purfuing  meafures  that  endanger  our  fecurity,  it  does  not 
occur  to  us  that  they 'are  more  deferving  of  moral  reprobation  than 
molt  other  nations.    Their  manners  are  fomewhat  more  licenti- 
ous, perhaps,  than  ours  \  and  they  are  more  boaflful  and  info- 
lent  than  we  are  faid  to  have  been  in  former  times ;  but,  com- 
pared with  any  other  Continental  people,  we  cannot  help  think- 
ing they  would  appear  to  confiderable  advantage ;  and  that  they 
would  probably  be  reckoned,  by  an  impartial  tribunal,  fully  as 
gmiable  and  refpectable  as  our  good  allies  the  Portuguese  or  Nea- 
politans— the  Coffacs  or  Laplanders.     As  to  their  leader,  it  mud 
be  admitted  that  he  has  fome  flaws  in  his  character  that  do  not 
perfe&ly  become  a  hero.     He  is  more  irafcible  and  vindictive,  it 
feems,  than  fome  other  heroes  have  been  \  but  his  irifatiable  am- 
bition, with  his  disregard  of  the  lives  and  comforts  of  others, 
are  very  much  in  the  common  heroical  ftyle.     We  do  not  know 
that  he  is  worfe  than  the  common  run  of  conquerors  Or  arbitrary 
princes ;  and  are  inclined  to  phce  him,  as  to  general  character, 
pot  far  from  the  level  of  the  great  Frederic,  or  the  illuftrious 
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CkH******  Tttofc  diftinguifhed  perfons  had  vices  enough,  both 
pttouc  and  private  v  ami  were  rattier  given  to  interfere  wsa  ihcxr 
neighbours*  from  other  motives  than  thofe  of  pure  pr.«1inihmpy> 
Vw  \i\li  talk  vrf  them,  however,  not  only  with  paricner,  bat  with 
feiimrttiott*  ami  nunifeft  z  liberal  indulgence  to  thesr  flings 
white  wc  invoke  alt  the  lightnings  of  heaven  on  the  head  c£  their 
*tot*  formidable  facet  flor.  Now  this,  we  mail  far,  is  very  par- 
tial ami  chiktilh,  and  altogether  unworthy  of  the  character  o£  the 
t)4tioa»  and  the  contcft  in  which  we  axe  engaged.  Ls  acir.  perai- 
cujus  cfcJcC>»  is  in  relaxing  the  vigilant  anxiety  of  our  preparation  ; 
but  it  deierves  alfo  to  be  reprobated,  as  throwing  unnecsiary  oh- 
Uacks  in  the  way  of  that  pacification  to  which  wc  «/  alrimate- 
lv  look  forward,  and  in  indifpoung  us  to  copy  from  d^e  enemy 
thofe  things  which  may  be  neceflary  for  our  prelervadcn. 

h\  considering  how  wc  are  to  oppose  that  torrent  ex  success, 
which  has  hitherto  overborne  all  the  bulwarks  that  have  been 
erected  to  restrain  it,  it  is  neither  useless  nor  unnatural  to  in- 
quire to  what  that  success  has  been  owing.  We  may  thus  be 
enabled  either  to  discover  the  vulnerable  point  of  the  enemy,  or 
t<>  borrow  for  ourselves  a  like  invulnerability  *,  to  anticipate  die 
decay  of  what  as  yet  seems  to  have  been  constantly  growing  hi 
strength  \  or  to  adopt  such  arrangements  as  may  raise  us  to  a  cor- 
responding  degree  of  force  and  reputation. 

We  may  talk  now  of  the  immense  accession  of  territory  and  po- 
pulation which  France  has  recently  received  ;  of  the  military  disci- 
pline tfwt  is  established  over  all  that  vast  empire ;  and  of  the  < 
mous  armies  which  have  been  trained  to  victory  in  the  ince 
mul  extended  wars  of  fifteen  years.  These,  np  doubt,  are  fbrmi- 
<l*bl<*  item*  in  the  account  current  of  her  greatness  j  but  they  are 
father  the  fruits  of  her  success,  than  the  causes  of  it.  France,  under 
fier  old  jrfTV#«rnment,  was  more  populous,  and  more  unanimous,  and 

ftotsetted  m(/re  disciplined  soldiers,  than  In  the  first  of  her  revo- 
utioiMry  coi\ti<%t%  ,  yet,  in  that  distracted  and  tumultuous  state, 
•h*  overthrew  the  finest  armies  in  Europe,  and  established  her 
domini'fi  <*ver  provinces  which  her  monarchs  had  vainly  coveted 
hit  never* I  ftewrAt ions  before.  It  is  to  the  revolution  itself  then, 
tf»d  if 4  effete*  on  the  interior  structure  of  society,  that  we  are 
in'  lifted  to  rtWfibe  the  greatness  and  the  successes  of  France. 
l'#y  iIm*  fttfiAt  conomion,  the  whole  talents  of  the  nation  were 
let  aI  U)i**tfy9  and  rose,  by  their  natural  buoyancy,  to  the  higher 
ffrfiom  of  the  *t*te.  The  ruin  and  confusion  which  it  produced, 
din  h'ft  |>f  evenf  this  effect  from  taking  place ;  and  whatever  the 
i.i*|ofi  niiv  h*ve  lo.t  in  point  of  internal  comfort  or  happiness, 
Hn»re  mm  m  no  doubt  that  it  has  gained  inconceivably  in  point  of 


fere"  mid  ituivity  *♦  a  state. 


This  is  an  advantage  which  all  new 
governments 
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governments  possess,  to  counterbalance  the  many  disadvantages 
to  which  they  are  obviously  liable.  They  are  generally  insecure, 
and  often  oppressive ;  but  they  are  almost  always  administered 
with  ability,  and  are  strong  and  efficient  in  all  their  measures  of 
public  policy. 

The  fact  is  now  pretty  generally  admitted :  and  the  theory  does 
not  lye  very  deep.  No  man  can  win  a  place,  who  does  not  deserve 
to  occupy  it ;  but  he  may  succeed  to  it,  without  any  such  qualifi- 
cation. A  man  cannot  make  a  fortune,  without  money-getting 
talents ;  but  he  may  inherit  it,  without  any  other  dispositions 
than  those  of  squandering  and  improvidence.  The  case  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  to  public  functions  and  political  power.  In 
regular  and  established  governments,  they  are  often  givtn,  and 
must  often  be  given,  to  rank,  and  to  wealth,  and  to  personal  in- 
fluence, without  any  great  regard  to  superior  fitness  or  ability. 
In  the  first  formation  of  society,  or  in  its  second  formation,  in 
the  event  of  a  radical  revolution,  no  such  thing  is  practicable. 
Places  are  not  given  them,  but  taken ;  they  are  not  inherited,  but 
won :  and  rank  and  wealth,  and  adventitious  influence  being 
annihilated,  the  only  competition  is  as  to  personal  qualifications  ; 
and  the, only  test  of  their  existence  is  their  actual  operation  and 
display.  All  extensive  governments,  when  considered  with  re- 
lation to  their  functionaries  and  administrators,  are  necessarily  of 
the  nature  of  aristocracies ;  but  all  aristocracies,  at  their  first 
formation,  are  necessarily  composed  of  the  strong  and  the  sub* 
tie— of  those  who  are  powerful  or  active.  Imbecility  can  by  no 
possibility  have  a  place  in  them  \  negligence  or  incapacity  operate 
a  spontaneous  exclusion.  The  race  is  then  always  to  the  swift, 
and  the  battle  to  the  strong.  That  it  is  otherwise  afterwards,  is 
apparent ;  and  though  the  reasons,  why  it  is  so,  are  not  very  re- 
mote nor  abstruse,  it  may  be  instructive  to  trace  their  operation 
a  little  more  carefully  and  minutely,  than  we  have  often  patience 
to  do  in  these  broad  and  general  speculations. 

All  civilized  governments  may  oe  divided  into  free  and  arbi- 
trary :  or,  more  accurately  for  our  present  purpose,  into  the  go- 
vernment of  England  and  the  other  European  governments.  All 
these,  we  suppose,  were  suitably  administered  in  the  beginning. 
The  most  famous  warrior  would  be  king  \  the  next  in  prowess  and. 
reputation  would  be  earls  and  generals  :  he  who  could  write  best 
would  be  chancellor  \  and  he  who  had  the  greatest  gift  of  prayer, 
would  be  court  chaplain  or  archbishop.  The  same  principle  would 
regulate  all  the  inferior  conditions :  the  first  captains,  we  have 
no  doubt,  were  taller  and  more  expert  than  the  Serjeants ;  and 
they  than  the  soldiers  in  the  ranks.  The  acquisition  of  wealth, 
and  the  establishment  of  hereditary  right,  made  a  great  change 
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in;  these  particulars.     A  cast,  called  nobility,  was  formed,  from 
wjiich  alone  all  the  great  functionaries  of  government  coyuid  be 
appointed  in  most  countries  of  Europe ;  and  in  process  of  time* 
the  more  important  charges  could  only  be  given  among  a  small . 
number  of  families.    This  produced  a  twofold  effect  on  the  go- 
vernment t  in  both  its  branches  most  prejudicial  to  its  jrigpur  and 
prosperity.     In  the  first  place,  by  narrowing  prodigiously  the 
range  of  selection,   it  diminished  in   the  same  proportion  the 
•chance  of  a  suitable  appointment ;  and,  in  the  second  place,  by 
securing  in  a  great  degree  such  appointments  to  persons  of  a  cer* 
tain  rank  and  connexion,  it  excused  them  from  the  labour  of  ac- 
quiring those  qualifications,  which  would  have  been  indispensa- 
ble in  the  case  of  a  fair  competition,  and  took  away  the  only  ef- 
fectual motive  by  which  they  could  have  been  excited,  to  make 
themselves  fit  for  the  situations  to  which  they  aspired.    It  is  well 
known,  accordingly,  that  over  the  greater  part  of  the  Continent, 
commands  and  embassies,  and  almost  all  the  momentous  employ- 
ments on  which  the  welfare  of  a  state  is  necessarily  dependent, 
were  claimed  as  appendages  of  a  certain  rank  and  situation,  and 
were  considered  as  altogether,  out  of  the  reach  of  low-bora  am- 
bition.   For  a  long  while,  this  had  the  effect  of  repressing,  in 
the  great  body  of  the  nation,  all  those  habits  and  talents  by  which 
men  could  be  qualified  for  public  situations  $  and,  for  several 
centuries,  the  Continent  of  Europe  presented  the  uniform  spec- 
tacle of  a  stupid  and  brutish  commonalty,  submitting,  without  - 
murmuring,  to  the  dominion  of  a  capricious  and  ignorant  nobi- 
lity. .  At  last,  as  society  enlarged,  and  the  common  business  of 
men  came  to  require  some  degree  of  intellectual  exertion,  the 
absurdity  of  such  an  arrangement  grew  visible,  and  its  conse- 
quences began  to  be  felt.     Men  began  to  mock  at  the  follies  of 
their  rulers,  and  to  aspire  to  be  their  correctors.     A  few  situa- 
tions were  every  where  gradually  abandoned  to  industry  and  ta- 
lent ;  and  the  princes  and  nobles  became  somewhat  less  ignorant 
and  presumptuous.    The  whole  real  power  and  administration  of 
the  state,  however,  continued  in  the  hands  of  the  privileged  or- 
ders \  and  the  people,  increasing  in  talent  and  intelligence  much 
*  more  rapidly  than  in  political  influence,  came  to  be  ranged  in  ^ome  ■ 
measure  in  Hostility  to  their  governors,  and  to  be  looked  upon  in  re* 
turn  with  new  feelings  of  distrust  and  jealousy.   This  was  the  state 
of,  things  in  France  immediately  before  the  revolution  $  and  was  ■ 
undoubtedly  the  true  efficient  cause  of  that  prodigious  explosion. 
With  an  immense  body  of  information  and.  genius  in  the  nation,  , 
they  saw  the  administration  shifted  from  one  $et  of  incapables  to 
anpther  j  and,  sanguine  from  inexperience,  and  exasperated  by 
opposition,  they  rushed  forward  to  the  re4emptjon  of  the  coun- 
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tlfjr  with  an  impetuosity  that  Occasioned  its  ruin.  In  the  scene* 
tor  outrage  and  confusion  that  followed,  private  .happiness,  and 
perhaps  private* morality,  was  violently  invaded  and  endangered  : 
many  absurdities  and  many  atrocities  were  committed  \  but  the 
great  object  was  effected,  of  placing  the  highest  talents  in  the 
highest  situations  %  and  appointing  the  officers  of  government,  if 
not  with  a  view  to  the  good  of  the  governed,  at  least  with  a  view 
to  the  duties  which  they  had  to  perform.  Every  antient  ground 
of  exclusion  was  entirely  done  away ;  and  all  the  talent  and  en- 
terprize  of  the  nation  was  put  in  requisition  for  the  service  of 
government,  by  the  mere  notoriety  of  the  fact,  that  it  would  be 
employed  as  soon  as  it  made  good  its  pretensions.  It  is  by  this 
talent,  and  by  this  enterprize,  that  France  has  hitherto  gone  on 
conquering — and  to  conquer,  we  are  afraid,  unless  the  talent  and 
the  enterprize  of  her  adversaries  is  set  free  for  the  contest,  by  a 
more  cautious  repetition  of  the  experiment  by  which  her  force 
Has  been  redoubled. 

The  other  nations  of  the  Continent  are,  as  France  was  fifty 
years  before  the  revolution  ;  bestowing  every  important  employ- 
ment on  the  order  of  nobility  exclusively,  and  naming  their  ge- 
nerals and  ministers,  with  scarcely  any  exception,  from  among  a 
small  number  of  court-favourites  or  powerful  families.  The  peo- 
ple at  large  is  either  quite  destitute  of  tfce  talents,  for  which; 
there  is  neither  reward  nor  employment ;  or  it  begins  to  feel  dis- 
contented at  the  exclusion,  and  to  look  upon  its  own  rights  and 
interests  as 'distinct  from  those  of  its  rulers.  With  us  the  case 
it  somewhat  different ;  and  it  is  necessary  to  consider  in  what 
the  difference  consists. 

AH  the  caufes  of  which  we  have  fpoken  have  operated  in  Eng- 
land as  well  as  clfewhere  :  they  muft  operate  wherever  a  regular 
government  has  been  long  eftablifhed,  and  wherever  wealth  and 
dignity  is  tranfmitted  from  generation  to  generation :  but  they 
have  operated  to  a  mtrch  fataller  extent :  and  the  vigour,  which 
cannot  be  communicated  to  the  Continent,  perhaps,  without  the 
expenfe  of  a  revolution,  may  be  ihfufed  intb  England  by  an  en- 
lightened adminiftration  of  her  exifting  government.    ' 

In  England,  there  is  no  exclufion  on  account  of  birth  j  and  little 
on  the  ground  of  what  is  properly  termed  court- favour.  There 
is  no  abfblutc  exclufion,  indeed,  of  any  kind ;  and  any  man  may 
;it*pire  to  any  fituation  in  the  country.  Wealth  and' political  in* 
i'uence,  however,  are  almoft  neceffary  to  enfure  his  fuccefs  in  any 
of  the  higher  departments.  We  are  aware  that  a  certain  degree 
of  wealth  is  neccflary,  in  all  countries,  to  fiipport  pretenfions  of  a 
certain  magnitude ;  but  we  allude  now  chiefly  to  the  practice  of 
felling  commiflions  in  the  army,  and  other  fituations  of  dill  great- 
ex 
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er  importance,  which  we  believe  to  be  peculiar  to  this  const? y. 
The  efFe&  of  fuch  ufages,  in  excluding  and  difcouraging  the  fair 
pretentions  of  talent,  is  too  obvious  to  (land  in  need  of  illustra- 
tion ;  but  by  far  the  mod  formidable  obftru&ion  to  the  free  ufe 
of  our  intellectual  refources,  arifes  from  the  peculiar  nature  of  our 
popular  constitution,  and  the  general  adminiftration  of  our  mixed 
government. 

It  is  perfectly  well  known,  that  there  always  is  in  this  country 
a  large  party  oppofed  to  thofe  who  are  in  the  a&ual  adminiftra- 
tion of  aflairs.  This  party  confifts  of  thofe  members  of  the  legif- 
lature  who  themfelves  afpire  to  fill  the  higheft  offices  of  the  go- 
vernment;  and  of  thofe  individuals  throughout  the  country  who 
concur  in  their  general  maxims  of  policy,  or  are  attached  to  them 
from  motives  of  a  more  perfonal  nature.  The  numbers  and 
ftrength  of  this  party  are  liable,  of  courfe,  to  variation ;  but  it 
may  reafonably  be  eftimated,  in  modern  times,  to  comprehend  a- 
bout  one  third  of  the  whole  nation.  Here,  then,  is  one  great 
fource  of  exclusion,  which  operates,  with  us,  far  more  cxtenfively 
than  in  any  other  country.  Thofe  who  are  in  pofleffion  of  power, 
and  entitled  to  nominate  to  the  great  and  influencing  employments 
in  the  government,  cannot  be  expe&ed  to  beftow  them  on  their 
political  enemies ;  and  thus  one  third  part  of  the  whole  popula- 
tion of  the  country,  comprehending  perhaps  a  (till  larger  propor- 
tion of  its  talent,  is  loft  to  the  public  fervice,  and  as  completely 
profcribed  and  excluded  as  the  plebeian  claffes  are  in  the  old  arif- 
tocratical  governments  of  the  Continent.  If  there  was  a  free 
choice,  however,  or  a  fair  competition  among  thofe  who  belong 
to  the  party  in  power,  there  would  be  lefs  reafon  for  lamenting  this 
partial  exclpfion  j  but  the  exiftence  of  an  oppofite  party,  and  the 
neceflity  of  refilling  its  increafe,  has  a  dill  more  pernicious  efieft 
in  narrowing  the  competition  for  employment.  Among  thofe  of 
their  own  adherents  to  whom  the  exifting  diftributors  of  great 
employments  might  aflign  them,  there  may  oe  fome  who  are  emi- 
nently qualified  to  fill  them  with  ability ;  and  fome  whofe  ambi- 
tious pretentions  it  may  be  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  gratify. 
In  fuch  a  dilemma  it  is  not  to  be  expe&ed  that  merit  will  prevail  j 
nay,  the  more  virtuous  and  patriotic  the  adminiftration  may  be, 
the  lefs  chance  will  it  have  for  prevailing ;  tince  it  will  always  oc- 
cur as  an  irretiftibie  argument,  that  it  is  better  to  fubmit  to  the 
inconvenience  of  having  one  infufficient  functionary  in  the  ftate, 
than  to  run  the  rifle  of  difplacing  the  whole  adminiftration  by  dif- 
gufting  fome  of  its  moft  powerful  fupporters.  This  gdneral 
(ketch  is  enough  to  explain  our  meaning  to  thofe  who  have  attend- 
ed to  the  fubjedt  j  but  it  is  right  to  unfold  it  a  little  more  dif- 
tin£tly. 

When 
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When  an  office  of  importance  becomes  vacant, — when  a  com- 
mander is  to  be  named  for  a  great  expedition,  or  an  ambassador 
for  a  delicate  and  critical  mission,  it  is  probable  that  more  than 
one  individual  will  occur  to  the  ministry  as  peculiarly  qualified 
to  discharge  those  momentous  duties,  and  clearly  entitled  to  the 
nomination  on  the  score  of  superior  merit.  If  they  were  free  to 
follow  the  suggestions  of  their  own  judgment,  there  would  be  no 
doubt  about  the  result ;  but  a  ministry,  in  this  country,  is  a  set 
of  persons  who  hold  their  patronage,  and  alt  their  other  power,  in 
consequence  of  being  supported  in  all  their  measures  by  about 
two  thirds  of  the  members  of  the  legislature,  and  who  would  for- 
feit ail  this  patronage  and  power  tne  moment  they  lost  that  sup- 
port, or  were  deserted  by  any  considerable  proportion  of  their 
adherents.  If  it  should  happen,  therefore,  that  any  person  of 
great  weight  and  influence  in  that  body  should  chuse  himself  to 
be  the  commander  or  ambassador,  in  the  case  now  imagined,  or 
should  insist  that  thfe  appointment  should  be  given  to  some  friend 
or  connexion  of  his  own,  and  that,  in  both  cases,  under  the  ex- 
press assurance  that  he  would  withdraw  with  all  his  adherents, 
and  unite  himself  with  the  opposition,  if  his  application  was  not 
attended  to  \ — it  is  plain  that,  in  most  cases,  die  minister  must 
▼ield  to  his  conditions.  It  may  not  often  happen,  that  any  one 
individual  can  command  such  a  number  of  votes  as  to  overturn 
an  administration  by  his  secession  ;  but  the  combined  interest  of 
a  very  few  powerful  families  is  generally  able  to  do  this ;  and 
where  they  recommend  any  one  with  their  united  influence,  the 
recommendation  has  the  force  of  a  command.  It  would  be  alto- 
gether extravagant  to  imagine  that  any  ministry  would  endanger 
their  own  stability,  or  even  risk  the  cordiality  of  their  adherents, 
by  rejecting  such  a  recommendation,  in  behalf  of  a  competitor 
who  had  nothing  but  his  merit  to  plead  for  him.  The  only  apo- 
logy which  could  be  received  for  their  refusal  would  be,  that  a 
previous  application  had  been  made,  with  which  it  was  still  more 
indispensable  for  them  to  comply. 

If  occurrences  of  this  nature  were  rare,  and  if  the  government 
was  left  in  general  to  the  free  exercise  of  its  discretion,  the  evil 
arising  from  such  occasional  interferences  would  scarcely  require 
to  be  noticed  •,  but  to  those  who  are  at  all  acquainted  with  the 
practice  of  the  constitution,  it  must  be  unnecessary  to  say,  that 
this  is  not  the  case.  Not  only  are  all  the  great  offices  bespoken 
for  the  leading  members  of  the  legislature,  or  their  immediate 
connexions,  but  all  the  smaller  employments,  down  to  secreta- 
ries and  clerks  to  secretaries,  are  supplied  by  candidates  who  re- 
ly upon  interest,  «nd  not  upon  merit ;  and  produce,  as  thei$  only 
qualification,  the  recommendation  of  tins  noble  lord,  or  that  dis- 
poser 


Digits 


zed  by  GoOgle 


lb  The  Dangers  of  the  Country.  April 

poser  of  boroughs.  So  far  from  being  left  to  the  freedom  of  their 
own  choice,  ministers  have  in  general  no  other  discretion  to  ob- 
serve, than  to  disoblige  the  least  powerful  of  their  suitors,  and  to 
pacify  those  whose  application  is  rejected  to-day,  with  promises 
of  better  success  to-morrow.  The  consequences  of  this  system 
are  obvious,  and  sufficiently  melancholy. 

In  the  first  place,  all  the  great  and  important  offices  of  the 
itate  are  virtually  monopolized  by^  a  few  great  families.  Provid- 
ed there  be  any  member  of  those  families  possessed  of  talents  to 
discharge  their  duties  in  a  decent  and  passable  manner,  a  claim  is 
sure  to  be  made  in  their  behalf;  and,  from  the  nature  of  the  go- 
vernment, that  claim  is  almost  sure  to  be  successful.  The  na-> 
ture  of  the  government,  indeed,  and  the  weight  of  the  opposition 
by  which  it  is  always  confronted,  renders  a  certain  degree  of  ta- 
lent in  those  privileged  candidates  indispensable.  In  this  respect 
we  have  the  advantage  of  the  continental  governments.  Our 
chief  places  cannot  be  given  away  to  persons  utterly  incapable  of 
their  duties ;  but  still,  the  qualifications  required  by  us  in  a  can- 
didate properly  recommended,  are  undoubtedly  very  slender,  and, 
beyond  all  question,  much  lower  than  might  be  required,  and 
could  be  obtained,  if  the  competition  were  free  and  general,  and 
if  success  were  the  sure  reward  of  superior  qualification. 

The  second  bad  effect  is,  that  persons  whose  natural  genius 
and  dispositions  would  ensure  the  very  highest  excellence  in  many 
important  departments,  are  deterred  from  cultivating  those  ta- 
lents, or  bringing  them  forward  into  public  notice,  from  the  con- 
sciousness  that  they  do  not  possess  that  political  influence  which 
is  necessary  to  give  them  effect,  or  from  ^espair  of  obtaining 
those  recommendations,  without  which  no  success  is  to  be  ex- 
pected. Much  admirable  talent  is  thus  suppressed  for  want  of 
encouragement ;  and  minds,  that  might  have  redeemed  or  exalted 
the  age  or  the  country  to  which  they  belonged,  have  wasted  their 
vigour  in  obscure  and  ignoble  drudgery.  ^ 

The  last  consequence  is,  that  those  who  possess  the  power  of 
nominating  to  high  offices,  being  thus  habitually  beset  with  ap- 
plications from  quarters  to  which  they  are  forced  to  pay  atten- 
tion, cease  to  think  of  any  other  functionaries  than  those  who 
come  so  recommended,  and  make  no  exertion  to  discover  or  bring 
forward  those  talents,  by  which  alone  the  exigencies  of  the  coun- 
try can  be  supplied  in  seasons  of  great  difficulty. 

These  reasons,  we  think,  are  nearly  sufficient  to  account  for  a 
fact,  which  we  conceive  to  admit  of  no  dispute,  viz.  that  this 
country,  though  containing,  in  the  mass  of  its  population,  a  far 
greater  proportion  of  intelligence  and  just  principle,  than  any  o- 
thcr  that  ever  existed,  has  not  generally  conducted  itself  with  any 
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£Xtraor4inary  or  consummate  wisdom  as  a  government,  bif  t  &aj 
Jpften  committed  or  persisted  in  the  errors  which  a  narrow  and  p 
vulgar  policy  had  imposed  upon  the  least  enlightened  of  its  neighs 
fcours.  Jt  is  natural  to  think  that  the  highest  talents  should  be 
Jound  where  there  i&  the  greatest  reward,  and  the  greatest  fieLJ 
Tor  their  eiertion  j  and  in  a  fire*  country  especially,  it  $eeme4 
neceflarfr  to  explain  how  a  fjrftem  fhould  have  arifen,  which  pre* 
eludes  the  ftafe  from  availing  itfclf  of  the  genius  and  the  wifdom 
of  its  fubje&p,  arid  prevent?  the  people  from  interfering  to  favc 
therafelves  by  tap  fair  application  of  the  talents  and  the  lagacity 
tbeypoffefs.      \ 

,  It  is  eafier  to  point  Out  the  evils  of  this  fjftem,  than  the  mea- 
sures by  which  they  may  be  redrefTed.  One  great  obje£t  is,  t6 
multiply  the  points  of  contact  between  the  wiftfom  which  is  feat* 
£ered  among  the  people,  and  that  which  is  afikually  employed  in 
the  conduct  of  public  affairs ;  to  enlarge  the  intellectual  communi- 
cation between  the  nation  and  its  govetnors  $  and  thu§  to  enable 
the  knowledge  and  the  talent  that  are  in  the  country  to  a&  upon 
the  mechariifin  By  which,  ts  buGnefs  is  performed;  By  thid 
kneans,  the  necefnty  of  employing  men  of  talents,  inftead  of 
political  partisans,  will  become  more  gerierally  apparent  $  the  de- 
teQ*,  of  the  ufual  candidates  will  be  bettet  appreciated }  and  many 
will  retire,  and  many  be  drifen  from  a  competition,  in  which  they 
now  meet  with  fcarcely  anjr  refiftance.  To  negative  thefe  eftablifh- 
ed  pretentions,  heweter,  and  boldly  to  bring  in  diftinguiihed  abili- 
ties in  preference  toj>arty  agents,  will  require,  in  the  beginnings 
no  little  ftrength  both  of  mind  arid  of  influence  in  the  miniftry  by 
which  it  is  attempted.  It  is  obvious,  indeed,  that  the  weaker  a  mi- 
niftry is,  khg  taore  completely  it  mult  always  be  held  in  thraldom 
to  thofe  by  whom  it  is  fuppofted  $  and  that  the  greater  ftrength  it 
can  acquire,  the  gteater  will  be  its  independence,  and  its  power 
of  fulfilling  its  dut jr,  without  regarding  the  difappointment  or  re- 
fentment  of  individuals*  The  firft  ftep  to  thid  great  reform* 
therefore,  muft  be  to  form  a  (Uong  miniftry, — one  fo  fihnly  feat- 
ed  in  the  efteem  and  confidence  of  the  country,  ad  to  be  able  to 
do  what  is  rights  without  caring  whom  it  difpleafes,  and  to  attend 
to  the  bufinels  of  the  country*  without  interruption  from  a  diftruft 
of  its  own  fecurity.  If  fuch  a  miniftry  can  once  be  found,  no- 
thing more  will  be  necefiary  than  to  give  a  beginning  to  the  fyft 
tern  of  which  we  have  been  fpeaking.  It  will  not  afterwards  be 
eafy  to  revert  to  the  infatuation  of  former  times:  Intriguers  am) 
partifans  may  fucceed,  for  a  long  while,  in  excluding  men  of  a&ive 
and  commanding  talents  from  high  fituations ;  but  they  will  never 
be  able  to  difplace  them,  if  they  are  once  allowed  to  get  footing, 
and  fo  {hew  experimentally  the  difference  between  them  and  the^r 
predecefibrs. 
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If*  men  could  be  generally  perfuaded  of  the  neceflity  of  the  cafe, 
and  of  the  efficiency  of  the  propofed  remedy,  we  fhould  by  rib 
means  defpair  of  feeing  it  adopted,  at  leaft  to  fuch  *h  extent  as 
to  enfure  its  ultimate  fuccefs.  Of  the  neceflity,  we  think,  no 
man  that  looks  at  the  prefent  ftate  of  Europe,  and  recolle&s  by 
what  it  has  been  pfoducfd,  will  long  entertain  a  doubt.  The 
fame  review  will  fatisfy  him  of  the  efficacy  of  the  remedy  fug- 
gefted.  France  has  triumphed  by  the  free  and  unlimited  ufe  (he 
has  ihade  of  the  talents  ot  her  people #,  but  the  people  of  Eng- 
land are  at  this  moment  mtich  more  enlightened  and  ingenious, 
and  capable  of  affording  more  efficient  fervice  to  their  i govern- 
ment, than  thofe  of  France,  or  of  any  other  country.  If  a  fimilar 
field  was  opened  for  competition, — if  the  fame  hign  rewards  werfc 
held  out  for  excellence,  and  the  fame  facilities  afforded  for  its 
publication  and  difplay,  we  are  perfe&ly  fatisfied  that  England 
would  in  a  very  fhort  time  exhibit  more  fplendid  inftances  of  fuc- 
cefsful  genius,  in  every  department  of  the  public  fervice,  than  have 
yet  been  produced  among  thofe  who  have  rifen  to  fuch  a  height 
by  their  multiplication.  Unlefs  fome  fuch  meafures  be  adopted, 
it  is  not  eafy  to  fee  how  they  are  to  be  refitted. 

We  have  dwelt  too  long,  we  are  afraid,  on  thefe  general  con- 
fiderations ;  but  they  are  too  important,  we  conceive,  to  be  fup- 
prefled  upon  fuch  an  occafion  5  and  we  have  been  induced  to  give 
fome  latitude  to  the  expreffidn  of  our  opinions,  both  becaufe  the 
topic  has  been  altogether  overlooked  by  the  author  of  the  work 
before  us,  and  has  not  been  fufficiently  unfolded  in  any  recent ' 
work  that  has  fallen  under  our  observation.  The  effential  differ- 
ence between  a  new  and  an  old  government,  is  the  key,  we  are 
firmly  perfuaded,  to  the  whole  recent  and  drfaftrous  hiftory  of 
Europe,  and  fhould  be  our  guide  and  point  of  direction  in  all  the 
efforts  which  we  are  yet  to  make  for  its  reftoration. 

The  only  other  topic  in  the  work  before  us,  to  which  we  have 
now  leifure  to  attend,  is  that  which  treats  of  the  policy  of  feek- 
ing  peace  with  France,  in  her  prefent  triumphant  pofition.  The 
opinion  of  the  author,  we  have  already  intimated,  is  decidedly 
againft  fuch  a  pacification.  Ours,  we  will  confefs,  rather  leans 
the  other  way ;  though  the  queftion  appears  to  us  to  be  one  of  the 
mod  difficult  and  delicate,  as  well  as  the  moft  important,,  to 
which  the  public  attention  can  poffibly  be  diretted. 

The  war  was  undertaken,  we  fhall  admit,  for  the  purpofe  of 
repressing  the  ufurpations  of  France,  or  of  ameliorating  its  go- 
vernment. The  refult  has  been,  that  France  has  fubjugated  the 
whole  Continent,  from  the  Baltic  to  the  Straits  of  Meffina ;  and 
that  its  government  has  paffed  from  a  tumultuous  democracy,  in- 
to a  regular,  enlightened,  and  well-difciplined  military  defpotifm. 
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Such  is  the  ftate  of  things  with  regard  to  France  and  her  conti- 
nental enemies.  With  regard  to  ourfelves,  we  have  hitherto  fuffer- 
ed  nothing  but  in  our  tranquillity  and  our  finances.  Our  navy  has 
been  uniformly  triumphant,  our  trade  has  increafed,  and  we  have 
Conquered  a  great  number  of  the  foreign  fettlements  of  the  enemy, 
without  lofing  any  of  our  own ;  at  the  fame  time,  we  are  threat- 
toed  with  invafion,  and  our  taxes  are  becoming  etery  day  mpre 
intolerably  burdenfome.  The  problem  is,  whether,  in  thefe  cir- 
cumftances,  it  be  wifer  to  make  peace,  or  to  continue  the  war. 
The  folution,  we  have  already  faid,  appears  to  us  to  be  extremely 
difficult ;  but  it  will  be  eafier  if  we  can  afcertain  for  what  obje&s 
the  war  mult  now  be  carried  on. 

-  There  are  only  four  ends,  we  think,  that  can  pqffibly  be  in  the 
view  of  thofe  who  are  for  perfifting  in  hoftiiity.  The  firft  is,  to 
feftore  the  Bourbons,  to  reduce  the  power  of  France,  and  to  re- 
prefs  her  within  her  ancient  limits,  The  fecond  is,  to  retrieve, 
at  leaft  to  a  certain  extent,  the  lofles  of  our  faithful  allies.  The 
third  is,  to  maintain  the  conquefts  which  we  have  made,  during 
the  war;  and  the  laft  is*  to  defend  ourfelves  with  greater  fecu- 
rity  from  the  dangers  with  which  we  are  menaced  from  the  enor- 
mous power  and  rooted  hoftiiity  of  our  enemy.  Of  thefe  four 
obje&s  of  war,  the  two  firft,  we  are  afraid,  may  now  fairly  be 
given  up  as  defperate  and  unattainable.  The  third,  we  conceive* 
is  unjuftifiable  and  inefficient ;  and  it  is  with  regard  to  the  laft 
only,  that  we  are  inclined  to  entertain  any  doubt  or  heGtation. 

Every  attack  that  has  been  made  upon  France  has  ended  in 
adding  to  her  power.  The  wars  which  her  neighbours  have  wag- 
ed againft  her  have  been  the  fole  caufes  of  her  greatnefs.  She 
baffled  the  greateft  armies,  and  the  mod  extenfive  leagues,  while 
the  ftrength  of  her  enemies  was  unbroken,  and  her  own  immature. 
Is  it  to  be  expeded,  then,  that  the  iffue  of  the  conteft  mould  be 
different,  when  their  refources  are  wafted,  and  hers  improved,— 
when  their  armies  have  been  broken  and  difperfed,  and  hers  con- 
folidated,  multiplied,  and  elated  ?  The  game,  we  fear,  is  decid- 
edly loft,  as  to  the  continent  of  Europe ;  and  for  our  allies  tor 
perfift  in  it,  will  only  be  to  pufli  their  bad  fortune.  They  had 
better  take  up  the  remaining  flakes,  if  they  can  $  and  endeavour  to 
acquire  a  little  more  flcill  and  contrivance,  before  they  chufe  part- 
ners for  a  new  party*  Every  new  league  that  has  been  formed 
againft  France,  has  added  a  new  country  to  her  conquefts*  The 
firft  gave  her  the  Low  Countries  and  Holland  ;  the  fecond  gave 
her  Italy  and  part  of  Germany  ;  the  third  laid  Auftria  at  her  feet ; 
the  fourth  has  annihilated  Pruffia.  Is  it  for  her  enemies  to  per- 
fift in  this  fyftem  ?  Or  does  any  one  remain  fo  fanguine  as  to 
think  the  continuance  of  the  war  more  hazardous  to  France,  than 
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to  what  yet  remains  unconquered  on  the  Continent  ?  In  fofar  a* 
Europe  or  our  allies  are  concerned,  there  feems  no  reafon  far 
doubting  that  peace  witf  give  them  a  better  chance  of  fetation 
than  war. 

With  regard  to  ourfelves,  it  will  probably  be  pretty  generally 
admitted,  that  the  conquefts  we  hate  made  ate  of  little  value* 
except  as  the  means  of  difarming  or  embarraffiqg  the  enemy ;  and 
that,  if  a  felure  peace  could  be  purchafed  by  their  refioratkra,  it 
woufd  be  madneft  to  think  of  continuing  the  war,  merely  for  the 
fake  of  retaining  them.  We  hare  more  foreign  fetthements  at 
ready  than  we  hate  any  jrood  ufe  for ;  and  it  would  be  the  height 
of  imprudence  to  think  of  keeping  all  that  are  now  in'  our  hands, 
even  d  thlfr  original  owners  were  quite  willing  to  relinquify 
diem* 

The  only  tational  ground,  then,'  upon  which  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  as  if  feems  to  us,  can  be  jufftfied,  is,  that  in  point  of 
faflT,  we  ate  fafer  from  the  power  of  france  by  war,  than  we 
ihould  be  by  peace ;  that  war  is  truly  a  defenfive  meafure  with 
us ;  and  that,  to  relinquifli  the  advantages  which  its  continuance 
gives  us  over  the  enemy,  Would  be  to  fall  into  a  fnafe  which  s 
very  little  forefight  might  enable  us  to  efcape.  It  is  efiential  to 
inquire,  therefore,  how  far  this  is  a  Well-founded  opinion. 

It  proceeds  upon  one  general  and  fundamental  fuppofition, 
which  we  are  not  inclined  to  difpute,  viz.  that  the  enemy  would 
like  better  to  conquer,  than  to  make  peace  with  us ;  that  he  dif- 
likes  our  free  constitution,  our  naval  power,  and  commercial  pro- 
fperity  ;  and  deeply  refents  the  deftru&ion  of  his  marine,  and  the 
hoftility  we  hate  fo  jealously  endeavoured  to  excite  againft  him. 
If  he  does  make  peace  with  us,  therefore,  we  may  depend  upon 
it  that  it  will  be  for  his  own  convenience,  and  not  tor  any  love  he 
bears  to  us,  and  that  he  will  have  every  inclination  to  procure  our 
deftru&ion,  whenever  he  can  find  an  opportunity.  In  admitting  all 
this,  however,  as  to  the  diipofitions  of  the  French  government,  we 
do  not  admit  much  more  than  may  be  fafely  afiumed  as  to  the  pur-* 
pofes  and  difpofitions  with  which  nations  in  general  leave  off  an  io- 
decifive  war*  They  do  not  in  general  love  each  other  at  fuch  a  mo- 
ment at  all  better  than  they  did  during  the  fabfiftence  of  hoftilities  -f 
nor  do  thev  care  lefs  for  the  objefls,  for  the  attainment  of  which 
they  have  oeen  (bedding  each  other's  blood  in"  vain.  They  make 
peace  merely  becaufe  they  defpair  of  obtaining  thofe  objeds  at 
any  reafonable  expenfe  j  but  with  a  ftrong  refolution  to  renew  the 
purfuit  of  them,  whenever  they  think  they  can  be  attained.  A* 
to  making  peace  in  the  fpirif  of  peace,  therefore,  it  is  a  profef- 
fion  in  which  we  have  no  faitK  on  any  occafion.  For1  the  fame 
reafo%  we  are  but  little  moved  with  the  common  declamatory  in- 
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**&nre$  agamft  the  perfidtoufaefs  of  our  enemy,  and  the  impaT- 
Ability  of  trufting  to  any  promifes  or  engagements  he  may  come 
under.  We  conceive  that  aJJ  patkms  sire  perfidious  in  this  fenfe 
of  the  word ;  and  that  they  neither  do,  nor  can  truft  to  the  good 
faith  of  each  other,  when  they  enter  into  compa&s  and  agreements. 
There  are  few  positions  in  the  fcience  of  politics  fo  generally  and 
<;onftantly  true  as  this,  that  a  treaty  will  not  bind  any  govern- 
mem  much  longer  than  it*  intereft  would  have  bound  it  at  any 
rate  \  and  that  ajl  treaties  will  be  broken,  foon  after  it  ceafes  to 
be  the  intereft  of  either  of  the  parties  to  obferve  jhem.  If  we 
wjere  at  peace  with  France  to-morrow,  it  would  ftill  be  very  much 
for  her  intereft  {we  mean  the  intereft  of  her  prefent  government) 
to  demolifli  our  constitution  and  our  marine,  and  very  much  for 
ours,  to  reduce  her  power*  and  dimintth  her  territory.  If  tither  . 
of  die  parties,  therefore,  faw  a  fair  profpoft  of  accompliihing 
their  end,  is  there  any  one  fo  romantic  as  to  fuppofe  that  pre- 
texts would  not  be  found  to  fet  aide  the  paoific  bonds  of  the 
treaty? 

It  is  no  doubt  tme,  at  the  fame  time,  that  there  are  peculiari- 
ties in  the  prefent  cafe  which  give  an  extraordinary  weight  to 
fome  of  the  confiderations  to  which  we  have  alluded.  The  obje£$ 
about  which  we  are  contending  is  nothing  lefs  than  our  exiftence ; 
and  the  hoftility  of  the  enemy  approaches  to  the  bitternefe  of  per- 
fonal  hatred  and  animoiityc  we  have  nothing  to  receive  back, 
befides,  at  a  peace,  and  have  a  great  deal  to  give  up.  All  thofe 
things  certainly  require  deliberation*  The  moft  important  of  them, 
however,  is  the  peculiar  hostility  of  the  enemy  \  and  we  will  con- 
fefs,  that  our  conclufioq  upon  the  general  queftion  would  be  very 
much  influenced  by  the  opinion  we  fliould  form  as  to  the  extent 
of  this  hoftility,  and  the  degree  to  which  it  is  felt  by  the  French 
nation  in  general. 

If  we  could  perfuade  ourfelves  that  the  French  emperor  had 
fworn  in  his  heart  to  accomplifti  our  destruction,  or  perifh  in  the 
attempt,  and  offered  to  make  peace  with  no  other  purpofe  than 
to  take  profit  by  the  temporary  advantages  it  mi^ht  give  him  by* 
the  reftoration  of  his  colonies,  and  the  opportunity  of  bringing 
home  his  ftores  and  treafure  \ — if  we  could  believe,  in  fhort,  that 
he  was  refolved  only  to  give  us  one  year  of  peace,  and  that  he 
would  find  it  fafe  and  pradticable  to  renew  the  war  again  after  fo 
Ihort  a  refpite,— then  we  would  entirely  agree  with  thofe  who 
think  tha£  fuch  a  peace  ought  to  be  rejected,  and  that  it  could 
only  be  confidered  as  a  ftratagem  to  cheat  us  out  of  the  conquefts 
we  have  made,  and  to  defeat  the  effect  of  our  maritime  fuperio- 
rity.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  we  ftould  fee  reafon  to  believe 
that  France  ftands  in  need  of  a  peace  of  longer  duration,  and  that, 
with  all  the  inward  hoftility  that  can  be  imagined,  its  ruler  looks 

B  3  forward 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


89  The  Dangers  ef  the  Country*  April 

i 
forward  to  the  formation  of  a  nary,  and  the  reftoration  of  his 
commerce,  as  the  only  fure  means  of  fubdoing  us,— then  we  would 
grant  him  fuch  a  peace,  and  take  his  word  for  it  in  a  treaty ;  be- 
caufe  we  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  we  (hould  profit  more  by 
the  refpite  than  he  could  do  \  and  beeaufe  the  Tery  time  which 
would  be  requifite  to  mature  his  machinations,  would  render  their 
execution  impoflible. 

We  certainly  incline  decidedly  to  the  latter  of  these  opinions ; 
though  we  have  no  longer  room  to  state  our  reasons  at  length. 
They  are  founded  chiefly  upon  the  great  difficulty  the  French  go- 
vernment would  find  in  engaging  its  people  to  enter  upon  a 
new  and  desperate  contest,  after  so  welcome  a  pacification ; 
upon  the  unwillingness  and  hesitation  of  that  government  to 
grant  us  a  peace  at  all ;  and  upon  the  admitted  fact,  that  no 
such  use  as  is  here  supposed,  was  made  of  the  peace  of  A- 
miens,  though  it  subsisted  much  longer  than  was  necessary  to 
have  indicated  the  purposes  for  which  it  was  concluded.  Believ- 
ing, therefore,  most  cordially  and  sincerely,  that  France  will 
make  peace  with  an  intention  to  renew  the  war  whenever  she  has 
us  at  an  advantage,  we  see  no  reason  to  think  that  she  has  m 
view  such  local  and  limited  advantages  as  she  could  gam  by  a 
speedy  renewal  of  hostilities,  or  that  she  will  ultimately  gain  any 
advantage  at  all  by  a  longer  interval  of  repose. 

The  reasons  or  this  opinion  will  be  best  explained  by  a  short 
enumeration  of  the  advantages  and  disadvantages  of  a  peace  to  this 
country  \  or  rather  of  the  losses  and  dangers  which  we  shall  incur 
and  avoid,  by  accepting,  at  this  moment,  of  terms  of  pacification. 

The  dangers  and  disadvantages  of  peace  in  our  peculiar  situa- 
tion are  obvious,  and  have  been  often  enumerated ;  but,  for  the 
most  part,  with  so  much  exaggeration  and  vehemence,  that  a  plain 
and  candid  statement  of  them  may  still  have  the  merit  of  novelty. 
In  the  first  place,  we  must  lay  our  account  with  giving  up  the  great- 
er part  of  the  conquests  we  have  made,  without  receiving,  ourselves, 
any  thing  in  return.  France  has  nothing  to  return  co  England  in, 
compensation  for  what  England  may  restore  to  her  or  her  allies. 
We  may  stipulate  something  indeed  for  our  allies  in  return  for 
what  we  give  up  \  but  though  this  may  be  very  much  for  our 
honour,  it  will  not  be  much  for  our  immediate  interest  or  emo- 
lument. We  have  already  said,  however,  that  the  possession  of 
these  places  is  really  of  very  little  benefit  to  this  country  \  and 
that  the  chief  use  of  taking  them,  is  rather  to  hamper  *md  annoy 
the  enemy,  than  to  enrich  ourselves.  The  chief  disadvantage, 
therefore,  which  we  shall  fuffer  by  their  restoration,  will  be,  in 
the  second  place,  that  we  shall  thus  enable  the  enemy  to  occupy 
a  variety  of  positions  from  which  he  may  annoy  us,  on  the  re- 
new^ 
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uewai  of  hostilities)  with  infinitely  more  effect  than  he  can  do  at 
present,  and  from  which  he  will  take  care  that  we  shall  not  be 
able  to  dislodge  him,  without  great  cost  and  preparation.  If  we 
giv  him  back  his  West  Indian  colonies,  he  will  have  it  in  his 
power  to  send  a  large  force  there,  under  the  pretext  of  reducing 
the  negroes,  &c.  with  which  he  may  overrun  all  our  islands,  on 
the  sudden  breaking  out  of  hostilities.  He  may  endanger  our 
Indian  dominions  in  the  same  manner,  by  sending  troops  to  the 
Isle  of  France,  or  to  Ceylon,  or  Pondicherry  ;  and,  at  all  events, 
he  will  garrison  those  settlements  so  strongly,  that  it  will  occupy 
a  great  part  of  our  force,  for  a  year  or  two,  to  reconquer  them, 
and  to  replace  ourselves  in  the  situation  in  which  we  now  stand, 
and  in  which,  by  the  continuance  of  the  war,  we  may  now  main- 
tain ourselves  with  perfect  security. 

In  the  third  place,  the  restoration  of  peace  will  enable  the 
enemy  to  bring  home  the  treasure  and  the  stores  which  are  now 
locked  up  in  their  settlements  by  our  triumphant  navy,  and  to 
-export  that  great  accumulation  of  commodities  which  is  in  a  great 
measure  withheld  from  the  market  by  the  same  pressure  of  hos- 
tility. 

These  consequences  would  follow  immediately  from  a  peace,  and 
are  disadvantages  to  which  we  should  be  subjected  by  the  cessa- 
tion of  the  war  for  ever  so  short  a  period.  There  are  others 
from  which  we  should  have  nothing  to  apprehend,  unless  the 
peace  was  of  some  continuance ;  they  require  but  to  be  named. 
France  might  restore  her  commerce,  and,  moving  without  the 
load  of  our  enbrmous  taxes,  might  eclipse  and  supplant  us  in  the 
great  market  of  the  world.  She  would  also  revive  her  navy, 
and,  after  she  had  got  trade,  could  scarcely  fail  to  rival,  and  even 
to  outmatch  us  in  this  most  essential  particular,  with  her  enor- 
mous extent  of  coast,  and  tributary  maritime  states.  Lastly,  that 
we  may  leave  out  nothing  in  the  enumeration,  we  may  mention 
the  opportunities  which  a  long  peace  would  afford  to  the  enemy  to 
sow  disaffection  among  our  people,  especially  in  Ireland,  and  in 
our  tributary  kingdoms  in  the  East. 

To  meet  those  dangers  and  disadvantages  of  peace,  it  would, 
perhaps,  be  enough  to  state  the  deliverance  which  it  would  bring 
from  the  danger  of  immediate  subjugation,  and  the  opportunity 
it  would  afford  for  completing  those  preparations  by  which  that 
fate  may  be  ultimately  averted.  There  is  no  man,  we  believe, 
who  deliberately  considers  the  statements  we  have  already  copied 
from  the  work  before  us,  who  will  be  of  opinion,  that  our  present 
preparations  are  adequate  to  the  danger  with  which  we  are  threat- 
ened, or  even  that  they  can  be  made  so  within  the  period  during 
which  the  attempt  may  be  expected,  if  the  war  is  to  continue. 

B  4  If 
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If  wfc  ar*  satisfied  that  peace  must  be  insecure,  and  that  our 
enemy  will  busily  employ  it  in  improving  his  iiavy^  with  a  view 
,  to  the  renewal  or  war,  it  cannot  be  imagined  that  we  should  ne- 
glect to  improve  our  army  during  the  sanie  interval.  We  Cannot, 
perhaps,  create  a  military  force  sufficient  for  our  defence  during 
war,  before  an  invasion  is  attempted  y  but  we  can  certainly  create 
puch  a  force,  with  ordinary  exertion,  before  the  enemy  can  have 
created  a  navy  sufficient  for  our  destruction.  To  rnake  a  navy, 
it  is  necessary,  first  of  all,^  to  establish  an  extensive  foreign  Com-f 
fnerce  \ — to  make  an  army,  nothing  more  i§  requisite,  than  tq 
train  the  population  already  at  pur  disposal.  In  this  point  of 
view  alone,  therefore,  we  think  peace  would  be  infinitely  more 
valuable  to  England  than  to  France ;  and  that,  if  properly1  and  ju- 
diciously improved,  it  might  place  us  in  k  situation  to  defy  the 
nienaces  of  our  enemy  on  a  renewal  of  hostility,  and  to  deliver 
lis  for  ever  from  the  hazards  to  which  it  cannot  well  \>e  denied 
that  we  are  now  liable. 

When  we  mention  the  name  of  Ireland,  however,  we  use  an  arT 
gument  for  peace,  which  admits,  wp  conceive,  of  no  reply.  How 
vulnerable  that  country  is,  $nd  how  essential  its  preservation  i$  to. 
the  very  existence  of  our  empire,  all  men  who  are  capable  of 
judging,  are  now,  we  believe,  agreed.  The  measures  by  which, 
alone  it  can  be  secured  (now,  alas  I  once  more  thwarted  and  de- 
layed), must  necessarily  be  gradual  in  theit  operation.  No  system 
pt  management,  perhaps,  would  render  Ireland  secure,  if  it  were 
to  be  inyaded  by  a  strong  force,  within  a  year  or  two  after  this 
time.  A  very  few  years,  however,  of  wise  administration,  would 
render  jt  even  more  invulnerable  than  the  re§t  of  the  British  ter- 
ritory. Such  an  interval  of  peace,  therefore,  is  beyond  all  value 
with  regard  to  that  vital  portion  of  our  land,  and  would  give  us 
an  incalculable  advantage,  even  if  the  contest  Were  then  to  be 
renewed  in  every  other  respect  upon  a  more  unfavourable  footing. 
It  would  be  like  a  truce  obtained,  while  Orlando  was  recovering 
from  his  insanity ;  or  a  parley  prolonged,  till  Jupiter  c$uld  be 
aroused  from  his  amorous  slumbers- 
It  is  needless  to  suggest,  that,  by  the  restoration  of  peace,  we 
should  be  relieved  from  an  oppressive  and  almost  intolerable  load 
of  taxation; — that  our  industry,  disburdened  of  this  grievous 
pressure,  would  be  quickened  into  new  forms  of  prosperous  en- 
terprize  \  and  that  oar  trade  yould  then  rush  like  a  golden  deluge 
over  all  those  regions  into  whicn  it  is  now  forced  to  insinuate  it- 
Self  by  circuitous  and  diminished  channels.  <A  few  years  of  peace 
Would  so  recruit  and  restore  our  resources,  as  to  render  us  equal 
to-any  exertion  in  case  of  a  renewal  of  war.  The  commercial 
rivalry  of  our  enemies,  we  think,  is  but  little  to  be  dreaded.  If 
*•*■....  ,  .*  -we 
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yte  undersell  all  the  world  at  this  moment,  when  our  taxes  are 
sb  enormous,  and  our  access  to  the  market  so  variously  impeded,' 
We  should  have  little  to  fear  from  the  free  competition  of  France* 
although  all  its  cannon  were  melted  down  into  steam-engines, 
and  all  its  swords  beaten  out  into  axles. 

By  making  peace,  too,  even  with  the  intention  of  renewing 
the  ttrar  at  a  convenient  opportunity,  france  will  eventually  be 
(educed  into  pacific  habits,  and  loie  many  of  thofe  advantages 
which  fhe  now  enjoys  as  a  belligerent.  To  improve  her  com- 
merce, as  the  rival  of  ours,  a/id  the  bafis  of  her  future  navy,  muft 
be  the  firft  great  objefi  of  her  ruler  j  but  a  commercial  people, 
and,  above  all,  a  people  juft  beginning  the  tempting  career  of  com- 
mercial profperity,  muft  naturally  be  averfe  to  war ;  and,  moft  of 
all,  to%wat  with  the  greateft  maritime  power  in  the  world.  The 
waf  and  the  confcrjpnon,  \re  are  credibly  informed,  are  very  far 
from  being  popular  In  France  at  this  moment ;  but  if  the  wat 
were  once  terminated  by  an  honourable  peace,  and  the  people 
begun  to  be  occupied  in  peaceful  purfuits,  it  would  not  be  eafy  to 
jnake  them  fubmit  to  tnis  returning  plague,  nor  very  fafe,  per- 
haps,  for  their  ruler  to  compel  them. 

It  is  likewife  deferving  of  confideration,  that  the  longer  we  can 
ftrotraft  the  period  of  peace,  the  more  we  get  over,  in  fafety,  of 
the  life  of  that  extraordinary  individual,  with  whom,  it  is  ex- 
tremely probable,  that,  much  pf  the  rancour,  *nd  much  of  die 
power  by  which  we  are  endangered,  will  die.  But  it  is  of  ftilt 
more  confequence  to  ©bferve,  that  the  longer  we  can  poftpone  the 
crifis  of  our  contfcft,  the  weaker  and  the  lets  provided  we  (hall  find 
our  adverfary  for  the  encounter ;  and  this  not  merely  from  the 
difufe  and  diftafte  for  vpar  which  the  experience  of  peace  will  pro- 
duce, but  from  the  rapid  decay  of  thofe  advantages  which  (he 
now  pofTefles  as  a  new  government.  Already  the  throne  of  Bo- 
naparte begins  to  be  furrounded  by  court-favourites,  and  princes 
and  dignitaries  of  all  descriptions ;  and  the  acctfs  of  merit  to 
frifc  imperial  patronage,  will  probably  foon  be  as  difficult  as  it  is  to 
other  thrones.  The  eminent  perfons  who  forced  themfelves  into 
notice  in  the  tumultuary  times  of  the  revolution,  muft  difappear  in 
ho  long  period ;  and  the  genius  and  form  of  the  extfting  govern- 
ment, is  by  no  means  calculated  to  fupply  their  place,  except,  per- 
haps, during  the  opportunities  and  casualties  of  an  a&ual  cam- 
paign. If  a  more  liberal  and  patriotic  fyftem,  therefore,  be  a- 
dopted  in  England,  while  a  more  jealous  and  exclufive  policy  is 
daily  gaining  ground  in  France,  it  is  not  difficult  to  conjeQure 
what  the  refult  will  be,  nor  in  how  fhort  a  time  the  fituation  ef 
the  combatants  may  be  in  this  refpe&  entirely  reverfed. 
*   There  are  many  other  confequences  of  peace  which  might  be 
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anticipate^  with  nearly  equal  probability.  Thofe  in  particular 
that  relate  to  the  revival  and  recruiting  of  the  other  Continental 
powers  ;  the  probable  difunion  of  the  tributary  fovereigns  by  which 
France  has  now  furrounded  herfelf;  and  the  difmemberment  of 
many  parts  of  her  overgrown  and  difcordant  dominions.  All 
thefe  events  at  lead,  it  is  eafy  to  fee,  are  rendered  much  more  im- 
probable by  the  continued  preflure  of  war  ;  and  though  mod  like- 
ly, and  indeed  almoft  certain  in  themfelves,  can  fcarcely  be  ex- 
peeled  to  occur  till  peace  have  reftored  to  the  fyftem,  its  natural 
fpringsof  development.  We  have  no  longer  room,  however,  to 
enlarge  upon  thefe,  or  any  other  confiderations ;  and  {hall  con- 
clude with  one  general  remark. 

\  Peace  is  in  itfelf  fo  great  a  good,  and  war  fo  great  an  evil, 
that  whenever  we  are  not  able  to  forefee  exa£Uy  all  the  confe- 
quences  of  either,  we  may  fafely  prefume*  that  all  that  are  un- 
known of  the  one. will  be  good,  and  all  that  are  unknown  of  the 
other  will  be  evil.  In  moft  human  affairs,  however,  the  confe- 
quences  which  are  not  foreften  are  more  important  than  thofe 
that  can  be  predicted.  Hiftory  and  experience  illuftrate  this 
fufficiently  as  to  the  prefent  parallel,  and  (how  that  the  moft 
fuccefsful  war  is  ufually  productive  of  lofs  and  difofter,  even  to 
the  victorious  party,,  while  peace  fcarcely  ever  fails  to  fupply  a 
thoufand  advantages  ,that  had  not  been  calculated  upon,  and  to 
repair,  with  incredible  celerity,  the  wounds  which  hoftility  had 
infli&ed.  Among  the  chief  bleflings  of  peace,  we  think,  is  its 
tendency  to  generate  a  fpirit  of  peace  ;  a  fpirit  which  cannot  be 
generated,  we  believe,  in  any  other  way,  and  which,  in  an  ad- 
vanced ftate  of  focicty,  and  after  a  long  experience  of  the  mife- 
ries  of  contention,  may  perhaps  prolong  into  habitual  amity  thofe 
hoftile  truces  and  breathing-times  to  which  nations  have  lately 
limited  their  intervals  of  war. 

Without  indulging  in  fuch  anticipations,  however,  we  may  be 
permitted  to  fay,  that  Europe  now  (lands  in  need  of  refrefliment 
and  repofe  ;  that  the  experiment  of  war  has  been  carried  quite  far 
enough  to  (how  that  its  further  profceution  would  be  ruinous ;  and 
that  with  regard  to  this  country  in  particular,  whofe  only  remain- 
ing object  of  war  mud  be  fecurity,  that  object  will  be  rendered 
infinitely  more  attainable  by  a  peace,  even  of  temporary  endur- 
ance, than  by  an  obftinate  perfeverance  in  meafures  of  noltiiity. 
We  exprefs  thtfe  opinions  with  the  lefs  hefitation,  becaufe  it  ra- 
ther appears  that  they  concur  with  thofe  which  our  enemy  has 
formed  on  the  fubje&.  If  peace  were  to  do  fo  much  good  to 
him,  and  fuch  injury  to  us,  as  is  alleged  by  the  advocates  for 
war,  it  is  lingular  that  he  fhould  have  appeared  fo  much  more 
reluctant  than  any  adminiftration  of  ours  has  yet  been  to  enter  into 
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terms  of  pacification.  It  is  a  ftrong  ground  for  believing  that 
peace  would  be  advantageous  to  us,  that  our  wily  and  perfever- 
mg  enemy  has  uniformly  refufed  to  confent  to  it.  This  is  an  eyil 
to  which  we  mud  fubmit,  and  again  ft  which  we  mult  ftruggle  as 
valiantly  as  we  can  :  but  it  is  painful  to  think  how  many  there  ar$ 
among  ourfelves  who  fecond  thefe  purpofes  of  the  enemy,  from 
mifguided  zeal  and  miftaken  patriotifra,  and  labour  to  perpetuate, 
that  hoftility  from  which  he  alone  has  hitherto  derived  any  advanT 
tage.  We  cannot  obtain  peace,  to  be  fure,  by  wifhing  for  it,  or 
even  by  offering  it ;  but  it  is  fome thing  to  be  prepared  to  receive. 
it,  if  the  offer  mould  be  made  to  us ;  and,  at  all  events,  it  is  of 
confequence  that  the  grounds  of  our  cleft  ion  {hould  be  fully  and 
generally  conGdered,  before  the  time  calls  on  us  for  an  immedi- 
ate determination. 


Art.  II.     Remarks  on  the  Husbandry  and  internal  Commerce  of 
Bengal.     8vo.     Blacks  &  Parry.     1806. 

A  treatise  on  the  hufbandry  and  commerce  of  Bengal,  waf 
printed  at  Calcutta  about  ten  years  ago.  The  prefent  work 
is  a  republication  of  the  firft  portion  of  that  treatife,  and  was 
written  by  Mr  Colebrooke  in  1794,  though  corre&ed  for  this  edi- 
tion iu  1803.  The  remainder  of  the  original  publication  was 
chiefly  compofed  by  the  late  Mr  Lambert,  and  related  to  the  ma* 
nufa&ures  and  external  commerce  of  Bengal,  whilft  the  obfer- 
vations  of  Mr  Colebrooke  are  confined  to  the  internal  traffic. 
We  have  already  remarked,  that  this  work  was  not  unknown  to 
Dr  Tennant,  for  whom  plagiarifm  has  fometimes  furniihed  an  In- 
dian recreation. 

We  {hould  have  thought  the  whole  treatife  eminently  calculated 
to  excite  and  to  reward  the  public  attention  5  but  (ince  we  are 
obliged  to  content  ourfelves  with  a  portion  of  thofe  interefting 
fpec ulations,  we  have  no  hefitation  in  giving  the  preference  to 
that  with  which  we  are  here  prefented.  Mr  Lambert  was  a  high- 
ly refpe&able  merchant  of  Calcutta  *,  a  man  endowed  with  un- 
common fagacity,  and  bred  up  in  mercantile  habits.  *  Mer- 
chants, '  fays  Dr  Smith,  *  during  their  whole  lives  engaged  in 
plans  and  projects,  have  frequently  more  acutenefs  of  undertland- 
ing  than  the  greater  part  of  country  gentlemen.  As  their  thoughts, 
however,  are  commonly  exercifed  rather  about  the  intereit  of 
their  own  particular  branch  of  bufinefs,  than  about  that  of  the 
fociety,  their  judgments,  even  when  given  with  the  greateft  can- 
dour* is  much  more  to  be  depended  upon,  with  refped  to  the 
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former  of  thofe  two  obje£b,  than  with  regard  to  the  latter.  • 
We  arc  deeply  impreffed  with  the  force  of  this  obfervation.  The 
candour  and  veracity  of  Mr  Lambert  were  far  above  fufpicion  ; 
but,  in  the  plans  occafionally  fubmitted  by  that  gentleman  tQ  the 
confideration  of  the  Government-General,  we  always  difcovcred 
a  more  accurate  perception  of  the  interests  of  the  Calcutta  mer» 
chants,  than  of  thofe  of  the  natives,  of  the  Eaft  India  Company, 
or  of  England. 

But  are  thefe  interefts  really  diftin£t  ?  That  of  the  Calcutta  mer* 
chants  (a  body  which  comprifes  men  of  the  higheft  worth  )«m  ay  be  al- 
lowed to  be,  in  fome  refpefts,  irreconcilable  with  that  of  the  Com* 
r*any :  but  may  it  not  be  corre&ly  affirmed,  that  the  permanent 
advantage  of  Bengal,  of  the  Company,  and  of  England,  reds  on 
the  fame,  foundations,  flows  from  the  fame  principles,  and  muft 
be  promoted  by  the  fame  merfures,  in  fo  far  as  they  are  connect- 
ed ?  Is  it  not  true,  that  a  ftep  which  rnuft  prove  prejudicial -to 
one  of  the  three,  would  ultimately  produce  confequences  inju- 
rious to  the  others ;  and  that  the  permanent  advantage  refuhsng 
to  each,  from  cooperating  towards  the  general  prosperity,  is  more 
than  fufficient  to  compensate  what  each  mud  relinquifb.  to  obtain 
that  end  ? 

To  these  questions  we  reply  with  a  decided  conviction  in  the 
affirmative  :  but  the  arguments  whence  we  deduce  these  conclus- 
ions are  founded  on  many  general,  and  many  local  considera- 
tions, to  which  our  limits  do  not  admit  even  of  adverting.  A 
more  favourable  occasion  may  possibly  soon  present  itself  in  the 
discussion  of  a  momentous  question  of  general  policy.  We 
shall,  then,  after  doing  justice  to  the  eminent  perspicuity  and 
talent  displayed  by  the  Director,  who  drew  up  the  report  on  that 
important  subject*  take  occasion  to  prove  that,  in  all  human  pro- 
bability, the  measure  he  deprecates  would  prove  still  more  sud- 
denly, and  more  fatally  injurious  to  the  British  interests  in  India, 
than  even  he  anticipated.  Our  arguments  will  be  founded  on 
considerations  derived  from  the  internal  polity  of  that  country, 
which  have  never  hitherto  been  brought  undef  review/  on  ac- 
count, probably,  of  the  great  development  they  would  require, 
to  persons  unacquainted  with  the  peculiar  state  of  society  which 
prevails  in  our  Indian  dominions.  We  are  confident  that  our 
suggestions  will  receive  the  approbation  of  the  persons  most  com- 
petent to  form  a  correct  judgment,  viz.  the  gentlemen  by  whom 
the  charge  of  administering  justice,  or  collecting  the  revenues  of 
districts  placed  under  their  superintendance,  has  been  exercised. 
We  shall  also  expect  the  assent  of  those  who  have  weighed,  with 
"  ^.s  scrutiny,  the  causes  of  the  phenomena  we  admire  \  of 
amply  peopled  with  hardy  and  intelligent  inhabitants, 
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quietly  submitting  to  a  sway  exercised  by  a  handful  of  strangers, 
cordially  espousing  their  interests,  and  sacrificing  their  lives  oa 
the  field  of  battle  for  the  support  of  their  authority.  ,  To  that 
numerous  and  ingenious  portion  of  the  community,  however, 
who  think  that  the  state  of  society  in  other  countries,  either  is, 
tfr  ought  to  be,  precisely  what  they  see  it  at  home,  our  arguments, 
we  are  afraid,  will  appear  akogetner  contemptible  *  though  some 
6f  them,  to  adopt  the  language  of  Mr  Bruce,  may  even  have  tra* 
*elkd  as  far  as  Paris.  In  this  patriotic  class,  we  suspect  we  must 
rank  the  valiant  General  Craddockj  though  we  lament  that  a 
laudable  predilection  in  favour  of  leathern  caps,  should  have  led 
So  such  an  effusion  of  human  blood. 

The  work  before  us,  indeed,  invites  to  no  such  discussions.  Dis* 
tinguished  equally  by  conciseness  and  perspicuity,  it  presents  im- 
portant facts,  and  avoids  general  reasonings.  On  controverted 
points,  the  opinions  of  the  author  are  rather  implied  than  ex- 
pressed ;  and  although,  if  we  have  correctly  seized  his  notions, 
we  can  by  no  means  subscribe  to  all  his  conclusions,  we  render 
a  willing  testimony  to  the  ability  and  industry  with  which  he  has 
prosecuted  hit  researches,  as  well  as  to  the  honourable  motives 
which  suggested  them. 

Just  before  the  year  1794  (\rtrhen  this  work  was  published),  a 
measure"  of  incalculable  magnitude  had  been  put  in  execution,  uv 
volving  the  interests  of  every  class  of  persons  in  India.  A  me*, 
sure  equally  urged  by  the  Board  of  Controul,  and  by  the  Court 
of  Directors,  from  considerations  of  benevolence  and  justice,  and 
supported,  as  they  imagined,  by  policy,  as  well  as  propriety.  A 
measure  which  constituted  the  ereat  object  of  the  successive  ad- 
ministrations of  the*  Marquis  of  Corn wal lis,  and  t>f  Lord  Teign- 
mouth ;  and  where  plans,  dictated  by  benevolence,  were  to  be 
executed,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to  have  selected  more  zea- 
lous of  more  intelligent  agents.  The  partisans  of  the  permanent 
Settlement  of  the  revenues  were  disposed  to  date  the  renovation! 
of  Bengal  from  the  aera  of  its  introduction  :  less  sanguine  ob- 
servers haiboured  doubts  of  its  efficacy.  It  would  have  afforded 
us  infinite  gratification,  to  find  from  tne  statements  of  Mr  Cole- 
brooke,  that  measures  suggested  by  the  purest  motives  had  been 
attended  tfith  the  desired  success  \  but  on  this  head  his  readers 
teceive  no  information ;  nor  do  we  recollect  any  passage  in 
this  work  which  appears  to  be  written  posterior  to  1794 ;  when 
its  merits  could  not  be  judged  from  its  effects.  Yet  some  inci* 
dental  observations  lead  us  to  conclude,  that  the  principle  ori 
which  the  permanent  settlement  was  founded,  neither  coincides 
with  our  author's  views  of  justice  nor  policy.  We  will  now  en- 
deavour to  exhibit  a  correct  statement  of  the  most  important  re- 
sults 
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and  requiring  much  fuperfluous  labour;  this  again,  ill  divided,  and  of 
courfe  employed  difadvantageoufly  ; — all  loudly  call  for  amendment.  * 

In  Bengal,  where  the  revenue  of  the  state  has  lone  had  the  form 
of  land  rent,  the  management  of  the  public  finances  has  a  more  im- 
mediate influence  on  agriculture  than  any  other  part  of  the  admi- 
nistration. The  conditions  of  the  Puttans  or  Wases,  granted  by 
the  Zemindars  to  their  tenants^  vary  extremely  in  the  same  dis- 
tricts*. When  the  rent  is  paid  in  kind,  the  usual  rate  of  distri- 
bution is  half  the  produce.  The  local  taxes,  established  in  par- 
ticular districts,  are  a  source  of  infinite  Vexation  ^nd  litigation. 
whilst  (  measurements  lotig  omitted,  without  a  rule  of  record 
substituted  in  their  place,  and  former  surveys  forgotten,  or  their, 
tates  become  obsolete,  leave  no  certain  rule  for  adjusting  the 
rents* '  ,But  high  as  the  assessment  is  to  which  the  peasants  in 
Bengal  are  subjected,  thejr  have  no  right  to  expect  lenity  in  its 
exaction  from  the  Zemindars. 

«  Refponfible  to  government  for  a  ta*  originally  calculated  at  ten  e- 
tevenihs  of  the  expe&ed  rents  of  their  eftate*,  they  have  no  probaMc 
furpkis  above  their  expenditure  to  compenfate  for  their  rifle.  Any  car 
lamity.  any  accident,  even  a  delay  in  his  recoveries,  may  involve  a  Ze- 
mindar in  difficulties,  from  which  no  economy  nor  attention  can  retrieve 
him.  He  is  not,  therefore,  likely  to  be  an  indulgent  w&  forbearing 
landlord. ' 

The  fifth  chapter  is  devoted  to  a  statement  of  the  profits  of 
husbandry.  The  result  of  Mt  Colebrooke's  inquiries  is,  that  the 
cultivation  of  grain  yields  little  or  no  profit  to  the  husbandman, 
who  raises  it  with  no  other  view  than  as  a  source  of  subsistence 
to  his  family,  in  case  of  the  failure  of  more  profitable  crops,  of 
to  guard  against  the  return  of  years  of  scarcity.  The  price  of 
com  fluctuates  in  Bengal  more  than  in  Europe,  and  Has  a  consi- 
derable influence  on  the  value  of  all  other  articles,  by  creating 
an  unusual  competition  amongst  the  sellers,  when  it  is  above  the 
Common  standard.  This  is  in  some  measure  counteracted  by  tb» 
husbandman's  possessing  a  little  stock  of  his  own  produce,  for 
the  consumption  of  his  family ;  and  by  the  Company's  monopoly 
of  certain  articles  of  produce  at  unvaried  rates.  The  profits  of 
cattle  are  considerable,  and  much  less  precarious  j  they  are  de- 
rived from  the  increase  of  stock,  and  the  saje  of  the  produce, 
inilk,  curds,  and  clarified  butter. 

<  The  orchard  is  wliat  chiefly  contributes  to  attach  the  peafant  to 
Ins  native  foiL  He  feels  a  fuperftitious  predilection  for  the  trees  plant- 
ed by  his  anceftor ;  and  derives  comfort,  and  even  profit  from  their 
fruit.' 

The  mango,  palmyra,  cocoa-nut,  date,  and  areca,  which  shade 
his  humble  cottage,  administer  the  luxuries  of  his  table,  and  sup- 
ply him  with  articles  of  ready  sale.  For  the  supply  of  conve- 
niences, 
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niences,  or  an  accession  of  wealth,  he  most  depend  on  the  suc- 
cessful culture  of  more  precarious  crops,  sugar,  tobacco,  silk, 
cotton,  indigo,  and  opium.  The  medium  profits  of  the  latter  are 
not  perhaps  greater  than  frpm  corn ;  but  frequent  instances  of 
immense  gain  are  calculated  to  allure  cultivators;  though  the 
Company  are  said  to  experience  much  difficulty  in  procuring  the 
quantity  required  for  the  China  market.    Tol>acco  is  the  most 

{Profitable  culture  to  which  the  husbandman  can  devote  his  toils, 
t  might  be  raised  in  Bengal  in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  the 
consumption  of  Europe.    But  whilst  the  freight  remains  at  151,. 

Er  ton,  its  export  thither  would  prove  detrimental  to  the  speCu- 
jot.  The  sugar  cane  has  been  cultivated  throughout  Bengal 
from  time  immemorial  j  and  the  names  by  which  it  is  known  in 
other  countries,  appear  to  be  slightly  corrupted  frpm  Sanscrit 
appellations.  In  an  eloquent  and  argumentative  appeal  to  the 
British  nation,  Mr  Colebrooke  descants  on  the  justice  and  policy 
of  opening  the  English  markets  to  the  produce  of  Bengal ;  he 
contrasts  the  cheapness  of  culture  there,  with  the  extravagant 

£rice  at  which  it  is  raised  in  the  West  Indies  j  the  voluntary  la* 
ours  of  free  cultivators,  with  the  blood-stained  toils  of  reluc- 
tant slaves ;  and  deprecates  the  idea  of  considering  Bengal  in  the 
light  of  a  foreign  and  tributary  country,  whose  industry  should 
be  discouraged.  His  arguments  on  this  subject  appear  indeed, 
to  us,  altogether  Unanswerable :  were  sound  policy  always  in  uni- 
son with  strict  justice,  the  line  of  conduct  to  be  adopted  would 
admit  of  little  hesitation.  Cotton  is  raised  in  Bengal  in  consi- 
derable quantity ;  besides  which,  an  immense  importation  is  re- 
ceived from  the  northern  and  western  countries ;  the  high  rate 
of  freight  alone  prevents  its  being  brought  to  Europe,  to  the  ad- 
vantage equally  of  our  own  manufactures,  and  of  the  country 
whence  it  is  exported.  The  districts  in  which  the  silkrworm  is 
reared,  could  not  perhaps  supply  a  greater  quantity  of  silk  than 
they  at  present  furnish ;  but  we  are  convinced  with  Mr  Cole- 
brooke, that  the  culture  of  the  mulberry  might  be  extended  with 
advantage  to  other  districts. 

«  The  exportation  of  grain  from  corn  countries,  and  the  returns  of 
fait,  confkitute  the  principal  olyect  of  internal  traffic.  The  importation 
of  cotton  from  the  weftern  provinces,  and  the  exchange  of  tobacco  for 
the  areca  nut,  together  with  fome  fugar,  and  a  few  articles  of  lefs  note, 
i  ouiplete  the  fuppiy  of  internal  coofumption.  Manufactures  are  almoit 
lunited  to  the  wants  of  their  immediate  neighbourhood,  excluding  from 
£h)9  conlideratbn^^heproviftpn  of  the  public  inveftment,  and  the  caU> 
of  foreign,  trade,  f  Piece  goods,  filk,  foltpetre,  opium,  fugar  and  in- 
digo, pafs  almoft  wholly  through  the  Company's  hands,  excepting  only 
what  foreign  commerce,  and  the  traCc  to  various  ports  in  India,  ex- 
you  x*  mo.  19,  C  poiti 
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port,  of   fuch   among  thcfe  articles  as  the  Company  do  Hot  mono- 
polize. ' 

Mr  Colebrooke  estimates  the  value  of  corn  annually  transport-* 
ed  from  distant  parts  of  tTie  interior,  to  supply  the  consumption 
of  cities,  and  the  export  trade,  at  two  millions  Sterling,  which 
is  principally  repaid  in  salt.  The  consumption  of  their  Own  mav 
nufoctures  by  the  natives  in  articles  of  dress',  he  estimates  at  six 
millions  annually'.  Our  author  then  furnishes  an  enumeration  of 
the  articles  which  he  imagines  might  be  advantageously  imported 
from  Bengal,  were  the  rates  of  freight  reduced  to  what  a  free- 
competition  would  afford,  and  concludes  with  Che  following  in- 
contestable proposition,  '        ' 

«  That  England  ought  not  to  difcourage  the  commerce  of  her  own 
fubje&s'and  tributaries  in  favour  of  foreign  nations.  ' 

We  have  now  endeavpured  to  do  justice  to  the  meritorious, 
and  successful  researches  of  Mr  Colebrooke,  whose  talents  have> 
we  understand,  deservedly  raised  him  to  the  highest  statica* 
which  a  Company's  servant  is  likely  to  attain  ixt  that  country.* 
Before  we  proceed  to  the  less  agreeable  part  of  our  task,  we  caaw 
not  refrain  from  stating  a  whimsical,  and  rather  ludicrous  iuM 
pression,  which  we  received  from  the  perusal  of  some  part  of 
his  work.  If  we  suppose  a  man  of  an  intelligent  and  reflecting 
mind,  and  possessed  of  much  local  knowledge,  thrown  into  so-% 
ciety  with  a  person  of  similar  character,  but  destitute  of  the  lat-* 
tar  advantage,  though  accustomed  to  speculate  on  an  extensive 
scale,  to  contemplate  mighty  innovations,  and  much  more  apt  to 
feel  deeply  the  evils  he  attributes  to  existing  mstiturfons,  that* 
calmly  to  appreciate  the  effects  of  their  removal ;  if  wte  could 
suppose  that  such  a  person  were  to  succeed  in  communicating 
his  impressions  to  his  associate,  and  in  enlisting  his  local  know-* 
ledge  in  the  service  of  his  own  speculative  views,  whilst  at  the 
same  time  he  is  much  too  intelligent  not  to  know,  and  much 
too  candid  to  suppress, '  the  physical  causes  to  which  the  evils  'lie 
deplores  may  frequently  be  traced ;  we  shall  then  be  able  to  ac- 
count for  several  passages  in  this  work.  In  these,  we  find  the 
state  of  the  Bengal  peasantry  depicted  in  a  querulous  tone,  as  the 
Tesult  of  their  own  mismanagement^  and  the  consequences  of 
their  unenlightened  industry;  but  we  have  scarcely  time  to 
breathe  the*  philanthropic  sigh  over  their  infatuation  m  being 
blind  to  obvious  improvements,  before  we  stumble,  altogether  un- 
expectedly, on  the  physical  necessity  which  regulates  their  con- 
duct, and  which  all  the  agricultural  science  of  MrJ' Arthur  Young 
could  not  remove.  We  adduce  two  instances,  which  have  a  lit- 
tle amused  us.  * 
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*  In  bis  progrefi  through  Bengal,  the  tardier  wiH  not  confine  him, 
felf  to  remark  the  natural  diverfky  in  the  afpe&  *of  the  country,  but 
will  compare  the  neat  habitations  of  the  peafants,  who  refide  in  hilly 
regions*  with  the  wretched  huts  of  thofe  who  inhabit  the  plain ;  and 
the  contrail  may  fugged  a  reflection,  how  little  the  richefl  productions, 
and  mod  thriving  manufacturers,  contribute  to  the  general  comfort  of 
the  people  at  large. ' 

We  had  scarcely  time  to  lament  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of 

Slains,  before  we  were  reminded  that  the  waters  which  fertilize 
ieir  fields,  frequently  deluge  their  habitations  j  and  that  the  in- 
conveniences  of  their  quarters  was  compensated  by  saving  the 
labour  of  artificial  irrigation,  and  obviating  the  necessity  of  ma- 
nure.    Again, 

'  If  dikes,  to  check  the  inundation,  (how  an  attention  to  improve- 
ment— refervoirs  and  dams,  conftru&ed  for  irrigation  in  the  champaign 
country,  are  equally  a  proof  of  fome  attention  to  that  obje6fc,  while 
wells  for  watering  the  fields  offer  a  pleafing  fpecimen  of  kiduftry  in  the 
weftern  provinces.  But  if  fomething  occur  to  extort  applaufe,  the 
moft  defultory  obfervation  will'  notice  more  to  cenfure.  The  aflemblage 
of  peafants  in  villages,  their  (mail*  farms,  and  the  want  of  enclofures, 
bar  aO  great  improvements  in  hufbandry. ' 

This  unaccountable  propensity  in  the  peasants  to  huddle  toge- 
ther in  villages,  whilst  they  might  apply  their  labour  so  much 
more  profitably  by  Hving  on  their  farms,  would  have  appeared 
like  infatuation. 

But,  •  it  is  true,  that  in  a  country  infefted  by  tygers,  folitary  dwefc 
fings  and  unattended  cattle  would  be  infecure ;  but  no  apology  can 
be  offered  for  the  peafants  indifferently  quitting  the  plough  to  ufe  the 
bom,  and  the  loom  to  refume  the  plough*  Induftry  cannot  be  worfe 
dirked.' 

But  since  the  danger  from  beasts  of  prey  renders  the  assem* 
Wage  of  houses  necessary,  was  it  judicious  to  insert  this  amongst 
the  objects  of  censure  ?  We  are  unable  to  judge  how  far  en* 
closures  would  prove  beneficial  in  Bengal  j  they  are  rare  there, 
as  over  the  whole  Continent  of  Europe  •,  but  were  they  ever  so 
abundant,  they  would  not  at  all  obviate  the  necessity  of  guard- 
ing the  cattle  from  the  attacks  of  ferocious  animals,  nor  admit  of 
their  being  left  out  at  night.  Bold  as  it  may  seem,  we  even  ven- 
ture to  apologize  for  the  alternate  labours  of  the  loom  and  the 
ploughshare. 

*  The  fpriag  and  the  dry  feafon  occupy  fqor  months, '  fays  Mr  Cole* 
brooke,  '  during  which  the  beat  progreffively  iacreafes,  until  it  becomes1 
ahnoft  intolerable,  even  to  the  natives  themielves. ' 

At  this  peekx},  uninterrupted  field  labour  is  impossible ;  and 
though  the  greatest  sultriness  prevails  then,  yet  the  heat  is  in- 
tense during  three  fourths  of  the  year,  for  some  hours  after 

C2  noon. 
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noon.  When  his  rural  occupatidhs  are  unavoidably  interrupted, 
through  fatigue  or  excessive  heat,  application  to  a  sedentary  em- 
ployment appears  to  us  rather  laudable,  than  an  object  or  cen- 
sure. It  is  true,  the  husbandmen  have  the  alternative  of  being 
idle  during  that  period ;  and  many  of  them  have  had  the  pene- 
tration to  prefer  it. 

*  The  neceflaries  of  life  are  cheap,  the  mode  of  tiring  fimple ; .  and 
though  the  price  of  labour  be  low,  a  fubfiftence  may  be  earned  with- 
out the  uninterrupted  application  of  induftry.  Often  idle,  thfe  raanu- 
fa&urer  and  peafant  may  neverthelefs  fubiift. ' 

It  is  possible,  that,  in  temperate  climes,  the  minate  subdivi- 
sion of  labour-  may  furnish  a  tolerably  accurate  criterion  of  the 
commercial  prosperity  of  the  country  in  which  it  subsists.  It  is 
possible  that  the  numerary  value  of  its  productions  may  be  in 
some  degree  commensurate  with  the  moral  degradation  of  the 
mass  of  its  inhabitants  \,,  and  that  when  their  ideas  shall  each  be 
limited  to  the  performance  of  one  simple  manipulation,  the  coun- 
try shall  have  attained  the  acme  of.  its  splendour.  These  axioms 
we  are  by  no  means  disposed  to  combat ;.  but  think  that,  during 
the  unavoidable  interruption  of  his  rural,  labours,  occasioned  by 
the  climate,  the  Bengal  peasant  may  be  allowed  to  employ  him- 
self in  plying  his  loom  within  doors. 

An  observation  which  Mr  Celebrooke  has  applied  to  one 
branch  of  cultivation,  might,  in  our  opinion,  be  judiciously  ajy. 
plitd  to  alhv 

*  A  courfc  of  experiments  would  be  reqoi&e  to  afeertain*  whether 
the  methods  a&ually  employed,  be  better  fuited  to  the  foil  and  climate, 
than  others  which  might  be,  or  which  have  been,  fuggeRcd^  after  com- 
paring the  pra&ice  of  other  countries  with  the  various  methods  purfued 
in  Bengal.  * 

It  will  frequently  be  found,  that  customs  which  appear  to 
strangers  the  result  o£  negligence  and  want  of  refinement,  have 
their  origin  in  local,  peculiarities,  and  may,  on  further. informa- 
tion, be  traced  to  a  series  of  profound  and  continued  practical 
observations*  We  are  disposed  to  think,  that  our  author's  strice 
tures  on  the  plough,  and  on  the  rotation  of  crops  used  in  Ben- 
gal, may  be  found  in  this  predicament.  The  former  is  notcal* 
culated  to  make  a,  profound  impression  on  the  soil,  anil  only 
scratches  the  surface.  Is  it  desirable  it  should  d6  more  ?  We 
can  affirm,  that^  in  most  parts-  of  Bengal,  at  some  distance  from 
the  surface,  the  soil  is  strongly,  impregnated  with  alkaline  salts* 
extremely  hostile  to  vegetation  \  insomuch,  that  delicate  plants 
have  frequently  a  layer,  of  bricks  pitied  below  them,  to  prevent 
rheir  roots  from  descending  to  the  noxious  stratum.  To  enable 
his  readers  to  judge  hpw  for  the  Hindus  are  scientific  aftd  intel- 
ligent cultivators  of  the  soil,  we  lament  that  Mr  Colebrooke  has 
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not  given  the  names  adopted  by  them  for.  the  different  species  of 
lands,  discriminated  by  their  respective  level  above  the  line  of 
inundation,  and  the  peculiar  mode  of  culture  appropriated  to 
each.  The  Ddwra,  annually  fertilized^by  inundation,  and  yield- 
ing one  crop.  The  Caduri,  above  the  level  of  inundation,  but  re- 
ceiving an  annual  deposite  of  rich  soU  washed  from  higher  lands,  and 
yielding  two  crops.  The  Danga,  more  elevated  than  either,  and 
manured  (not  indeed  with  dung,  which  Mr  Colebrooke  seems  to 
regard  somewhat  too  exclusively  as  the  only  fertilizing  substance, 
but)  with  soil  brought. from  the  tract  of  inundation,  and  left  by 
the  waters  on  their,  retreat ;  this  is  devoted  to  the  more  delicate 
and  -costly  productions.  These  are  only  a  few  of  the  distinctions 
admitted  in  Hindu  husbandry.  The  two  first,  to  which  nature 
applies  the  manure  it  requires,  bear  crops  ad  wjw\tit:ny  without 
the  necessity  of  lying  fallow  to  recruit  their  vegetative  powers. 
What  we  have  said  will  suffice  to  prove  that  the  Bengal  pea- 
santry do  not  proceed  without  fixed  principles  for  their  guidance, 
and  those  probably  derived  from  a  remote  antiquity,  and  possibly 
the vbest-  adapted  to  their  soil  and  climate.  We  can  also  assert, 
.  that,  in  the  part  of  tfie  country  .with  which  we  are  most  con- 
versant, the  rotation  of  the  crops  was  in  a  certain  degree  regu- 
*  la  ted  by  their  supposed  effects  on  -the  soil,  excepting  where  the 
annual  deposite  of  alluvial  earth  resderedtthis  attention  superflu- 
ous. 

It  were  idle  to  criticizcthe  data  on  which  Mr?CcJebrookc  Jm 
founded  his  calculations  of  the  population  of  Bengal.  They 
were  the  best,  we  have  no  doubt,  to  which  he  had  access  ;  ami 
unsatisfactory  as  they  are,  we  are- persuaded  they  have  conducts! 
him  to  a  nearer  approximation  to  the  truth  than  his  predecessors, 
and  that  the  population  of  the  tracts  in  question  may  perhaps 
fairly  be  estimated  at  thirty  millions. 

«  We  appeal, '  fay*  Mr  Colebrooke,  «  to  the  recoUe&ion  of  every 
perfon  who  has  traverfed  the  populous  parts  of  Bengal,  whether  every 
village  do  not  fwann  with  inhabitants?  whether  every  plain  be  not 
crowded  with  tillage t?  and  whether  every  ft reet  be  not  thronged  wiili 
4»flengers  ?  ' 

This  apparent  affluence  of  inhabitants,  -in  a  country  where  one 
fourth  of  the  population  are  rarely  seen  abroad,  convinces  us 
that  the  inhabitants  bear  a  relatively  great  proportion  to  the  su- 
perficies of  occupied  land.  Our  author  has  excluded  a  fourth 
of  the  area  c  f or  tracts  of  land  nearly  or  wholly  waste;'  but 
this  is  in  addition  to  one  sixth,  previously  allowed  in  his  calcula- 
tion for  lands  *  deemed  irreclaimable  and  barren, '  and  wastes 
liable  to  pay  revenue.  This  classification  is  not  very  intelligible. 
Does  our  author  comprehend  iii  the  former,  the  extensive  tracts 
of  forests,  such  as  the  Sundrivana  ;  and  indicate,  under  the  lat- 
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ter,  the  barren  and  waste  tracts  which  occur  in  fertile  and  cttlr 
tivated  districts  ?  If  this  exposition  be  correct,  we  shall  be  at 
a  l-'ss  under  what  head  to  place  the  rich  pastures  which  occupy 
so  preat  a  proportion  of  the  whole  superficies.  An  incidental 
expression  in  a  subsequent  passage,  would  induce  us  to  conclude 
that  these  must  find  a  place  amongst  the  waste  lands—*  Cows 
are  usually  fed  near  home,  on  reserved  pastures,  or  on  the  wa6te 
lands  of  the  village. '  But,  without  adverting  to  the  injudicious 
choice  of  the  term  selected  to  indicate  lands  from  which  the  pea- 
sant derives  so  capital  a  part  of  his  subsistence  and  profit,  our 
astonishment  is  extreme,  to  find  them  rated  at  only  a  sixth  of 
the  whole  area,  whilst  the  land  in  tillage  is  estimated  at  a  third. 
We  should  certainly  have  been  disposed  to  reverse  these  propor- 
tions, in  the  part  of  Bengal  with  which  we  are  familiar :  and  we 
find  that  Mr  Grant  estimates  the  pasture  land  at  two  fifths, 
whilst  he  allots  only  one  fifth  for  the  portion  in  cultivation. 

To  the  writings  of  that  meritorious  servant  of  the  Company, 
Mr  Colebrookc  appears  to  have  devoted  little  attention.  We  find 
him  once  quoted,  in  a  note,  and  that  inaccurately,  which  we 
think  it  right  to  rectify,  in  order  to  preclude  important  miscon- 
ceptions. 

«  The  (landard, '  fayi  our  author,  '  for  the  regulation  of  rates  lias 
been  loft.  We  learn  from  Mr  James  Grant,  in  his  observations  on  the 
revenues  of  Bengal,  that  the  afieffment  was  limited  not  to  exceed,  io 
the  whole,  a  fourth  part  of  the  a&ual  grofg  produce  of  the  foil.  The 
atiticnt  method  of  estimating  the  refources  from  the  produce  is  explain- 
ed in  the  Ay  in  Acberi. ' 

Mr  Colebrooke  has  inadvertently  mistated  the  fact  asserted  by 
Mr  Grant.  That  gentleman  states  one  half  of  the  crop  to  be 
the  general  contribution  from  corn,  when  paid  in  kind  ;  but  one 
fourth  of  the  estimated  value  when  paid  in  specie,  which  was 
optional  with  the  cultivator.  But  as  our  author  thinks  the 'origi- 
nal standard  is  now  lost,  he,  of  course,  conceives  that  this  fact 
rests  on  the  single  authority  of  Mr  Grant.  Yet,  in  the  Ayin 
Acberi  itself,  the  proportion  of  a  fourth  is  distinctly  stated.  In 
the  Muntukheb  al  Bab,  the  following  passages  authenticate  the 
original  standard  on  which  the  Asui  Tumar  Jumma  was  con- 
structed by  Rajah  Tudor  Mull. 

«  A  new  mode  of  collecting  the  revenues  was  alfo  adopted,  and  nam- 
ed Buttai ;  the  aggregate  quantity  of  grain  produced,  in  the  autumnal 
and  vernal  harvefts,  by  the  (ole  influence  of  the  periodical  rains,  under- 
went an  equal  divifion  ;  one  half  rewarding  the  labour  of  the  hufband- 
tnan,  and  the  remainder  being  appropriated  by  government. ' 

Again, 

•  The  dues  of  government  might  alfo  be  collected  in  money,  if  judg- 
ed preferable,  in  the  proportion  of  the  fourth  of  the  eftinaatcd  produce 
of  each  Biga,  * 
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The  sajne  fact  is  attested  by  Shah  Nuaz  Khan,  in  his  biogra- 
phy of  Rajah  Tudor  Mull. 

•  He  exacted  the  fourth  of  the  produce  in  money  ;  and  in  kind  di- 
vided the  crop,  which  was  called  Butta'i. ' 

Considerable  perplexity  will  be  found  also  to  occur  in  Mr 
Colebrooke's  manner  of  considering  the  subject  of  Zemind.tri 
rights. 

4  In  one  point  of  view,  the  Zemindars,  a«  dcfcendints  of  antient  in- 
dependent  Rajahs,  or  as  the  fuccefTors  of  their  ciefcendants,    feemed 
to  have  been  tributary  princes.     In  another  light,  they  appeared  to  be  , 
ouly  officers  of  government.     Perhaps   their  real   character  partook  of 
both. » 

We  know,  in  point  of  fact,  that  none  of  the  considerable  Ze- 
mindars of  Bengal  are  descended  from  independent  sovereigns, 
and  that  their  possessions  are  comparatively  of  very  recent  date. 
The  observation,  then,  only  tends  to  embarrass  the  question,  by 
the  introduction  of  an  irrelevant  supposition. 

It  only  remains  to  consider  the  hints  suggested  by  the  enlight- 
ened benevolence  of  Mr  Coiebrooke,  for  the  amelioration  of  our 
Indian  dominions.  They  consist  of  two  propositions  :  1st,  That 
the  capital  employed  in  agriculture  is  too  small,  and  injudiciously 
applied. 

*  If  Bengal  had  a  capital  in  the  hand*  of  enterprizing  and  intelligent 
proprietors,  who  employed  it  in  agriculture,  manufactures,  and  internal 
commerce,  thefc  arts  would  be  improved  ;  and  with  more  and  better 
productions  from  the  fame  labour,  the  fituation  of  the  labourers  would 
be  lefa  precarious,  and  more  affluent.  * 

Let  us  examine  this  proposition.  A  more  intelligent  cultiva- 
tion would  indisputably  raise  a  greater  quantity  of  produce  :  But 
is  it  the  penury  of  its  produce  of  which  Bengal  has  to  com- 
plain ?  In  a  country  where  corn  does  not  pay  the  expense  of 
cultivation,  would  the  production  of  a  still  greater  quantity  aug- 
ment its  value  ?  The  produce  is  now  exuberant,  and  the  defects 
of  the  agricultural  system  cannot  be  demonstrated  by  the  scan- 
tiness of  the  produce,  as  stated  by  our  author  himself.  AVt  ap- 
prehend, from  Mr  Colebrooke's  statements,  corroborated  by  our 
own  observation,  that  it  is  not  the  produce,  but  the  constant  de- 
mand, which  should  be  augmented,  to  alleviate  the  situation  of 
the  husbandmen.  But  who  are  the  intelligent  and  enterprizing 
proprietors,  to  whose  assistance  he  would  h  we  recourse  ?  Would 
ne  recommend  the  rescission  of  the  act  of  Parliament,  which  pre- 
cludes Englishmen  from  purchasing  or  farming  lands  ?  To  rev 
scind  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  which  places  the  character  of  the 
British  nation 

*  Above  all  Gretk,  above  all  Roman  fame  ?' 
.An  act  of  justice  and  enlightened  policy,  without  whieTi,  wo*  will 
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Venture  to  affirm,  one  half  of  the  lands  of  Bengal  would,  ere 
this,  have  become  the  property  of  Englishmen,  and  the  natives 
would  have  been  strangers  on  tneir  own  soil.  #  But  p-erhaps  we 
mistake  Mr  Colebrooke's  idea,  artd  will  riot  pursue  this  topic 
further.  Should  that  prove  the  case,  the  permanent  settlement, 
by  the  sale  of  lands  to  supply  deficiency  pf  revenue,  seems  to 
provide  for  the  introduction  of  more  enterprizing,  and  more  afflu-' 
ent  proprietors,  into  the  landed  system.  Ithe  purchasers  usually 
consist  of  wealthy  natives,  *rho  have  acquired  their  fortunes  by 
commerce :  their  habits  of  industry,  their  enterprize  and  their 
capital,  under  the  encouragement  neld  forth  by  a  permanent  as- 
sessment, may,  it  is  hoped,  be  advantageously  employed  in  rural 
concerns. 

The  second  proposition  is  the  ericotifagement  of  agriculture, 
in  facilitating  exportation,  by  lowering  the  rates  of  freight,  and 
the  duties  on  Bengal  sugar  in  England.  The  length  to  which  we 
have  carried  Our  analysis  of  this  important  and  valuable  publica- 
tion, prevents  us  from  entering  ort  a  subject  so  much  perplexed 
by  jarring  interests  ;  and  obliges  us  to  conclude  by  repeating  our 
warm"  general  approbation  of  the  contents  of  this  work. , 


Art.  HI.  Ttu  Stranger  in  Ireland ;  or>  a  Tour  in  tlie  Southern 
and  Western  Parts  of  that  Country  in  the  Tear  1805.  By  John 
Catr,  Esq.  of  the  Honourable  Society  of  the  Middle  Temple  ; 
Author  of  a  Northern  Summer,  or  Travels  round  the  Baltic  \ 
the  Stranger  in  France,  &c.  &c. 

■ITTe  were  glad  to  see  a  tour  through  Ireland  by  Mf  Carr  \  for 
"  though  a  hasty  traveller,  and  an  incorrect  writer,  we 
judged,  from  his  former  publications,  that  he  had  talents  for  ob- 
servation, and  for  lively  description.  We  expected  that  he  would 
throw  new  lights  upon  the  state  of  Ireland ;  that  country,  for 
which,  as  Lord  Chesterfield  said,  '  God  has  done  so  much  and 
man  so  little. '  The  union  hat  certainly  created  a  demand  for 
a  statistical,  economical,  moral  and  political  view  of  Ireland, 
with  a  clear  explanation  of  the  causes  which  have,  for  nearly 
three  centuries,  impeded  its  progress  in  civilization  5  and  a  state- 
ment of  such  remedies  as  sound  policy  and  practical  humanity 
suggest  for  its  improvement. 

Spenfer, 

'  ■  m     ■      ■  hi .  1  , 

*  It  in  difficult  to  defcribe  the  aftonifhment  with  which  foreigners 
team  this  a&  of  magnanimity  in  the  Britifh  Legiflatnre.  Several  per- 
fonB  of  dtftfnfUon  in  France  could  not  conceal  the  impreflion  produced 
by  mentioning  it* 
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-  Spenfer,  who  was  fecretary  to  one  of  the  lord  lieutenants  in  the 
teign  of  Elizabeth,  and  Sir  John  Davies,  who  was  attorney-gene- 
tel  and  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  Ireland  in  the  reign 
of  James  the  I.,  hate  left  full  and  able  accounts  of  the  (late  of  that 
country  in  their  times.  The  Irifh  were  then  a  nation  of  wander*. 
ing  ihepherds,  and  feudal  freebooters.  The  Englifh  pale  extend* 
ed  but  to  a  few  counties  immediately  round  Dublin ;  all  without 
were  excluded  from  the  benefit  of  the  Englifh  laws  and  prote&iotu 
On  the  confines  of  the  pale,  and  in  the  Englifh  marches,  a  conti- 
nual warfare  was  carried  on  between  the  natives  and  the  fettlers ; 
but  in  thefe  petty  contefts  there  was  little  of  that  chivalrous  fpirit 
which  diftinguifhed  our  Scottiih  borderers.  Neither  in  profe  or 
verfe  could  the  hiftory  of  thefe  marauders  be  told  with  grace  or 
dignity.  Spenfer,  however,  gives  an  entertaining  account  of  their 
fepts  and  clans,  their  Brehon  laws,  their  Booties,  their  Co/beer ings% 
their  Stvcas,  their  long  mantles,  and  their  faffron-coloured  linen. 
The  methods  which  he  propofed  for  the  civilisation  of  the  Irifh, 
were  the  abrogation  of  the  Brehon,  and  .the  adoption  of  the  Eng- 
lifh laws ;  the  difperfing  Englifh  foldiers  and  fettlers  over  the 
country  to  overawe  the  rebellious,  and  to  induce  the  wellt-difpofed 
to  imitate  examples  of  better  modes  of  life  :  He  recommended  alfo 
die  eftablifliing  of  garrifons  and  magazines  for  corn,  and  the  build- 
ing of  villages,  and  country  fchools  near  every  parifh  church  for 
the  inftru&ion  of  the  common  people. 

Sir  John  Davies,  who  wrote  but  a  few  years  after  Spenfer  died, 
gives  a  fimilar  account  of  the  country,  but  adds,  in  his  *  Pr9greft 
through  the  Welles  and  fvildefl  Parts  cf  the  Kingdom^  and  in  his  Hif- 
tory of  the  fettlcment  in  UJftcr,  an  intcrefting  view  of  the  efforts 
made  to  accelerate  the  progrefs  of  civilization,  and  the  fuccefs 
with  which  thefe  judicious  attempts  were  attended.  The  right 
claimed  by  the  foldiers,  to  take  at  will,  from  the  peafantry,  man's 
meat,  and  horfe's  meat,  and  even  money;  the  damnable  cuftom  (as 
Sir  John  juftly  ftyles  it)  of  coin  and  livery,  a  cuftom  f  which,  ef- 
tablifbed  in  hell,  as  it  was  in  Ireland,  would  have  overturned  the 
kingdom  of  Beelzebub,  *  was  abolifhed. .  The  pernicious  cuftoms 
of  taniftry  and  gavel-kind,  by  which  the  defcent  of  property  was 
rendered  uncertain,  and  its  lubdivifjon  an  encouragement  to  idk- 
nefs,  were  now  broken  through.  The  lands  were  fet,  and  theit 
defcent  eftablifbed  according  to  the  actual  Englifh  law.  The  Bre- 
hon laws  were  altogether  abrogated,  and  fomething  like  a  rational 
and  equal  adminiftration  of  juftice  commenced.  The  number  of 
judges  of  aflize  were  increafed,  and  they  went  regular  circuits 
through  the  kingdom  5  '  whereas  the  circuits,  in  former  times, 
went  but  found  about  the  pale,  like  the  circle  of  the  cynofura 
tbout  the  pole.  •    Trials  by  jury  were  inftituted  ;  but  Sir  John 
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obferves  that €  many  of  the  poor  people  were  very  unwilling  to  be 
i  worn  of  the  juries,  left,  if  they  condemned  any  man,  his  tpends, 
in  revenge,  fhould  rob,  or  burn,  or  kill  them  for  it ;  the  like  raif- 
chicf  having  happened  to  divers  jurors  fince  the  lad  fcffion  holdcn 
there*  * 

Sir  John  Davies,  who  (hews  himfclf  a  true  friend  to  Ireland, 
made  efforts,  in  this  Progrefs%  to  inquire  into  the  ft  ate  of  the  church 
lands  and  benefices;  *  but  my  lords  the  bifliops  were  not  wcH 
pleafed  that  laymen  (hould  intern>eddle  with  thefe  things,  and  did 
ever  anfwer,  Let  us  alone  with  that  bufinefs.  Take  you  no  case 
of  that. '  The  churches  were  miferably  out  of  repair  :  fuch  as 
were  got  up  for  presentation  only  thatched  ;  and,  fays  Sir  John, 
<  the  poor  vicars  that  came  to  our  camp  were  moft  ragged,  igno- 
re i  it  creatures,  not  worthy  the  meaneft  of  their  livings,  though 
thofe  were  many  of  them  but  of  40s.  per  annum.'  The  aon-refi- 
tlence  of  the  proteftant  bilhops  was  much  complained  of;  and  a 
proverb  is  quoted,  which  was  frequently  in  the  mouth  of  one  of 
the  greateft  of  thefe  prelates,  *  That  an  Irifh  prieft  is  no  better 
than  a  milch  cow.' 

Davies,  as  well  as  the  great  Bacon,  had  fagacity  enough  to  pre- 
dict, that  unlefs  mcafures  of  liberal  policy  were  adopted  for  the 
government  of  the  country,  c  Ireland  civil  would  become  more 
dangerous  than  Ireland  favage. '  What  Davies  could,  he  did  ; 
and  what  he  could  not  efreft,  he  fuggefted.  He  obtained  amnes- 
ties for  the  offences  of  the  rebels  who  returned  to  their  allegiance'; 
remifiion  of  old  debts  and  quit-rents  due  to  the  crown  :  he  oblite- 
rated, as  far  as  poflible,  the  remembrance  of  antient  feuds  and 
party  diftinctions;>reftrained  the  exceiTesof  the  foldiery ;  and,  be- 
sides efbblifhing  a  regular  adminiftration  of  juftice,  did  his  utmoft 
to  obtain  fome  education  for  the  poor  of  the  country. 

Of  the  progrefs  of  civilization  in  Ireland  after  his  time,  and  of 
the  ileps  by  which  it  was  retarded  or  advanced,  we  have  no  dif- 
tinct  view.  There  have,  indeed,  appeared  voluminous  pamphlets, 
profclTing  to  treat  of  the  ftate  of  that  country ;  but  thefe  relate 
chiefly  to  party  queftions.  Arthur  Young's  Tour  has  been  much 
and  defervedly  applauded  as  a  faithful  and  lively  picture  of  that 
kingdom  when  he  faw  it ;  but  that  was  nearly  thirty  years  ago.  , 
Much  remains  to  be  learned  ;  and  we  therefore  opened  with  eager- 
nefs  a  new  tour  through  Ireland,  which  we  hoped  would  reprefent 
to  us  Ireland  as  it  was,  and  as  it  is.  But,  alas  !  we  were  mifera- 
bly difappointed.  We  found  Mr  Carr's  Quarto,  a  book  of  dale 
lefts,  and  fulfome  compliments.  All  the  old  (lories  of  bulb  and 
blunders,  which,  as  we  are  informed,  have  for  years  pad  been  re- 
gularly brought  forward  for  the  recreation  of  every  new  lord-lieu- 
rhttnf  and  his  fecrctary,  are  here  collected  for  the  edification  of 
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the  public.    The  Stranger  in  Ireland  was,  *t  teems,  upon  bis  mtafl, 
bountifully  fupplied,  by  the  hofpitable  Hibernians,  with  Mfhcgood 
ihings  in  which  that  convivial  nation- abounds.    With  a  tittle  more 
tafteand  judgment,  he  might  havearranged  thefe  fo  as  toaffbrd  agree- 
able entertainment  to  his  readers  ;  but,  to  fave  himfelf  the  trouble 
of  thought  or  arrangement,  he  his  emptied  and  overwhelmed  us 
'with  his  common-place  book.    For  one  beauty  this  work  is  indeed 
eminently  Hrftingui{hed,< — for  the  beauty  of  contraft ;  that  fpecies 
of  contraft,  which  -refutes  from  want  of  order,  where  grave  and 
•gay,  juft  and  abfurd,  fine  and  vulgar,  fublime  and  ludicrous,  fuc- 
reed  each  other,  fo  as  to  create  in  <he  higheft  degree  the  pleafure  of 
unexpeftednefs.    This  pleafure^  indeed,  gradually  abates  as  we  pro- 
ceed ;  Tor  we  are  at  length  taught  to  expeft  the  recurrence  of  thefe 
ftrange  figures,  which  come  round  and  round  again  like  the  pic- 
tures in  a  Savoyard's  magic-lantern  ;  whilft  the  fame  tone  of  a 
(how-man,  kept  up  inceflantly,  muft  at  laft  weary  the  moft  en- 
during ear.    Let  no  impatient  reader  of  this  volume  refort  to  the 
index  in  hopes  of  fkipping  with  celerity  and  advantage.    The 
table  of  contents  will  rather  miflead  than  dire£t ;  it  will  entice 
him  on,  and  leave  him  difappointed  and  provoked.     The  knack  of 
giving  good  heads  to  chapters  has  been  carried  to  a  high  and 
treacherous  ftate  of  perfedHon.     We  are  often  cheated  into  read- 
ing a  ftupid  chapter,  as  we  are  entrapped  in  the  newfpapers  by 
the  beginning  of  fome  paragraph,  apparently  about  Newton  or 
EurTon, — about  fome  new  difcovery  in  optics,  or  natural  hiftoryf 
which  proves  in  the  end  nothing  more  than  a  lottery  advertife- 
ment.    Our  Author's  table  of  contents  may  be  moft  inviting  to 
tie  large  tribe  of  anecdote-mongers  and  defultory  readers;  but 
furely,  numerous  as  they  are,  their  tafte  (hould  not  have  been  ex- 
clufively  confulted,  to  tne  uttej  negle&  of  the  interefts  of  pur- 
chafers,  who  fet  fome  Kttle  value  upon  their  money  or  their  time. 

BeCdes  being  difappointed  in  the  folid  contents,  we  were  did 
gutted  with  the  manner  of  this  book.  It  is  worfe  written  than  any 
of  Mr  Carr's  former  tours.  The  ftyle  is  both  carclefs  and  affec- 
ted, trivial  and  inflated ;  his  fine  fentences  are  fometimes  without 
meaning,  and  often  without  grammar;  and  his  high-flown  de- 
scriptions, which  are  neither  profe  nor  poetry,  frequently  terminate, 
hi  ftriking  tnftance*  of  the  bathos.  For  example,  take  the  follow- 
ing account  of  hrs  arrival  at  Killamey. 

«  The  evening,  fhrouded  in  black  clouds  charged  with  rain,  rapidly 
fet  in ;  the  wind  roared  ;  and  only  the  light-blue  fmoke  of  the  cabin 
relieved  the  wiver  folly  deep  embrowned  fterilky  of  the  fcene.     In  tbefe 
0fid  moft  ether  dlftrUh.tbe  milk  of  Jbeep  is  yfed. ' 
v  His  defcription  of  Mucrofe- Abbey  is  not  inferior. 

f  The  graceful  rums  of  Mucro(s~4bbcy  on  o«r  right,  half  embofomed 
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in  «  group  of  luxuriant  and  ftately  trees,  mifluenesdt  as  foon  as  feent  tht 
bridles  of  our  horfa. ' 

It  is  a  pity  that  our  tourift,  before  he  began  to  describe  Killar- 
ney,  had  not  attended  to  the  monition  of  a  celebrated  author*  who 
thus  writeth: 

'  I  have  at  length  fcen  what  I  hare  long  wiraed  to  fee,— this  won* 
drous  lake  !  To  attempt  to  defcribe  it,  would  require  the  ableft  of  the 
anticnt  poets,  or  of  modern  poets.;  wherefore  I  mall  never  attempt  it. '  # 
.  Though  we  regret,  that  Mr  Catr  did  not  attend  to  this  difluafive 
paragraph,  yet  we  do  not  accufe  bint  of  being  ignorant  of  the  me- 
rits of  the  performance  in  which  it  k  contained ;  for  his  ftyle  fre- 
quently reminds  us  of  -the  manner  of  the  author  to  whom  it  is  at- 
iributcd,— the  celebrated  George  Falkener*  In. his  peculiar  ufe  of 
pronouns,  in  his  heterogeneous  anecdotes,  and  in  his  mode  of 
dragging  into  a  fentence  a  multitude  of  words. and  ideas  foreign 
to  the  principal  purpofc,  Mr  Carr  is  not  inferior  to  this  great  ori- 
ginal ;  the  refemblance  of  ftyle  is  indeed  fo  ftriking,  that  we 
ihould  almoft  fufpe&  him  of  iludied  imitation.  We  ihall  iele&  a 
iew  parallel  paflages. 

Mr  Carr  fays, 

*  I  cannot  help  gratifying  my  readers  in  this  ftage  of  our  tour  wifb 
the  refult  of  an  active  and  anxious  inquiry,  which  I  made  of  the  exift- 
ence  of  a  cuftom  in  forae  parts  of  Ireland,  equally  cruel  and  impolitic, 
&c  It  is  with  real  pleafure  that  1  have  it  in  my  power,  upon  the  au- 
thority of  feveral  gentlemen  of  great  refpe&ability  refiding  in  various 
■parts  of  Ireland,  to  date,  that  at  this  day  the  cuftom  of  ploughing  and 
-harrowing  by  the  horfe's  tail  does  not  exift.  Long  fincc,  it  (hocked  the 
iiumanity  and  excited  the  interference  of  the  legfflature ;  for  I  find  that, 
•in  the  year  1634,  when  Lord  ^Strafford  was  lord-deputy,  an  ad  was  paf- 
fed  againft  this  cruel  ufage. ' 

•Mr  Falkener  faid  before  him, 
«  The  Irifh  formerly  ploughed  by  the  taH  with  bullocks.  But  upon  Dr 
Swift's  voyage  to  the  Houynhams  being  published,  and  his  faying  fo 
much  in  praife  of  horfes,  this  barbarous,  horrid,  atrocious,  (hocking,  de- 
lettable,  cruel,  nefarious  euftom,  was  abolHhed  "by  a&  of  Parliament. 
-See  an  abridgment  of  the  Irifh  fUtue^  sold  by  me  in  Parliament 
Street. » 

Carr 
informs  us,  « that  Ceres  bears  a  ftrong  affinity  to  the  Inra  word  Cuirim* 
or  Cairim,   to  fow  or  plant;    and   that  Tre*bt*lamhr  a  plougher  of 
the  earth,  is  not  unlike  Tr'tpiolemuu  * 

Falkener 

*  The  Epiftle  to  Gorges  Edmond  Howard,  Efq.,  with  notes  by 
<£corge  Falkener,  Efq.,  was  the  production  of  Hufiey  Burgh  Jephfon, 
and  fome  other  wits,  during  the  admioi&ralion  of  Lord  Townfendin 
Ireland. 
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Falkener, 
more  modeft  than  Carr  in  his  pretenfions,  claims  only  the  im- 
proYement  of  die  plough  for  the  Iri(h. 

«  Plough*  are  an  inftrument  for  turniog  up  the  earth,  firft  invented 
by  Triptolcmus,  a  near  relation  of  the  godded  Ceres,  and  afterwards' 
much- improved  by  Mr  John  Wynne,  baker,  of  the  Dublin  Society. ' 

Agait^  our- anthers  have  a  coincidence  o£  thought  and  expreflion 
on*  the  happy  fnbjed  of  bulb. 

«  An  Irilhman  and  a  bull  form  a  twin  thought  in  an  Engliihman'* 
mind;  long  and  inveterate. prejudices  have  made  them  as  inseparable  in 
rcfe&ian  as  a  bull  and  his*  horas~  I  went  to  France  in  the  full  per- 
Ibafion'ofi  feeing  a*  raoe  o£  lean  men,  and  found  them  of  the  ordinary* 
fine  and  ftatnre  v  and  many  of  them  of  a  bulk  and' vigour  that  an  un- 
travelled  Englishman  would*  reludandy  give  credit  to.  I  went  to  Ire- 
land, expeding.  a.  bull  to  fly  out  of  every  Irifhman's  mouth  every  third' 
time  he  fpok*.  That>  the  lower  claiTe*  make  bulls,  1  believe,  becaufe 
I  have  been  well  informed  that  they  do,  and  becaufe  the  lower  chuTes  o£ 
other  countries  make  them  alio. ' 

George  Falkener,  who  was  as  tender  upon  the  fubjeft  of  blun- 
dering, and  as  zealous  for  the  honour  of  the  Irifh  as  Mr  Carr 
feems  to  be,  volunteered  in  their  defence;  ^nd,  as  Mr  Carr  jumbles* 
together  the  French  and  Iri<b  in*  his-  vindication,  Mr  Falkener* 
with  equal  propriety,  drags  the  Germans  and  Irifh  into  tho  fame* 
cjculpacory  paragraph. 

«  The  Germans  are,  in  general;  fnppofed  to  be  a  proud  people-  Ju- 
lius  Cacfar  and  Mr  Nugent  give ,  them  this  chara&er  y  but  the  Irifh 
arc  very  unjuftly  charged  with  a  talent/  of  blundering  ;  but  it  is  well 
known  that  the  people  exprcft  themfelvcs  in  their  native  tongue,  the 
Engkfli,  with  more  pcrfpicuity  and  prcoiuon*.  The  Dean  of  St  Patrick 
was  of  this  opinion, .  who,  though  born  and  bred  in  England,  always  de- 
clared himfeif,  when  fober,  to  be  an  Irifliman. ' 

At  Cork  we  expected  some  good  jokes ;  because  Mr  Falkener, 
to  whose  authority  we  may  refer  with  implicit  confidence,  informs 
us,  that  Attica  was  called  the  Cork  of  Greece.  Accordingly* 
we  find  that  our  traveller's  taste  for  wit  improved  as  he  approach- 
#d  Cork.  As  he  was  going  up  a  hill*  having  humanely  helped 
a  carrier  to  reload  his  car,  the  witty  native  thanked,  him  in  the 
following  attic  manner. 

•  Ah,  may  your  Honour  live  long,  very  long  !  ' 

The  brilliancy  of  this  repartee  is  to  be  equalled  ouly  by  the 
Kejry  postilion's  wit,  thus  recorded  page  175.. 

*  Your  Honour ' — (aid  our  driver,  upon  our  obferving  that  one  of  his 
horfes  plunged— •  that  mare  is  always  very  unafy  in  going  down  hill.  • 

From  these  bon-mots,  and  from  the  raritm*  aiiecdbtes  of  King 
JJonahue — Lord  Castlereagh  and  his  young  friend  St^irrock — the 
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Kirwan,  and  Gnrna.  The  rage  lor  1 
that  hat  been  written,  said  or  thoo^hi,  by  < 
now  exposes  all  distinguished  pers-cos  to  the 
every  careless  word,  which  escapes  then 
coun'd,  and  set  down  in  a  noce-ooofc,  taessa  to  be  1 
the  anas  of  the  anecdote-mocker,  or  the  quartos  of  the  I 
able  tourist.  literary  legacy-hunters  now  display  the  most! 
cent  anticipation  of  their  expected  gains  :  not  content  wit 
hopes  of  what  may  come  to  their  shire  after  the  death 
friend  or  patron,  they  take  possess:  oa  of  his  spoils 
lifetime  ;  and  he  has  the  misery  cf  seeing  his  reputation 
pieces,  without  the  power  to  deterA  himself, — without 
consolation  of  complaint  ;  for  all  this  is  dene  with  r»  «■*** 
compliments,  and  with  the  best  intention* 
otay  resent  the  malice  of  an  enemy  j  but  what  remedy  ', 
against  the  kindness  of  a  friend  ?  Accordir^  to  the  different} 
tare  of  their  talents,  .the  victims  suifer  in  di^erent  prop 
The  man  of  wit  is  least  aggrieved.  •  Whoever,  *  sajrs  Dr  Jc 
4  tries  to  recommend  Shakespeare,  by  select  quotations, 
ceed  like  the  pedant  in  Hiertxlcs,  who,  when  he  offered  his  1 
to  sale,  carried  a  brick  in  hi*  pocket  as  a  specimen*  *  Of 
led*  of  die  brickmaker,  we  can  judge,  hewerer,  in  some  degre 
by  the  single  brick.  A  bon-mot  is  a  good  thinr  by  itself  j  a  nkL 
from  whkh  we  can  form  some  jud^ent  of  the  wit:  but  ti 
orator  is  the  sufferer  by  this  retail  trade.  A  stroke  of  eloqaenc 
a  simile,  or  an  allusion,  lose  half  their  power,  and  all  their  beau: 
when  taken  out  of  their  proper  phce,  and  deprived  of  introdu. 
iioa  a&d  accompaniment.  Whoerer  has  been  accustomed  to  a 
fctryi  to  public  oratory,  must  know  how  much  of  its  effect  d 
pes/it  upon  the  time  and  place,  upon  contrast,  and  upon  xl 
«/>w*riion  of  the  part*  of  an  harangue :  none  of  these  can  ai 
y&x  in  the  i&sulated  sentences^  which  our  collector  obtrnd 
%r/&  ocr  attention,  and  from  which  we  are  penrersely  incline 
*//  witLV/d  admiration,  because  it  is  imperiously  detnandc 
'D*  r**!#r  is  deposed  to  be  displeased,  when  all  exercise  of  2. 
*vlpr+:A  *♦  in  a  despotic  manner  precluded  by  such  titles  to  p 
$4P*zk*  '**  the  following.  #  , 

>  >V*/  v  Qu  ttotuai  humour. — Fine  defcrtption  of  an  informer. - 
fcu  *  +*/ 'y*4>'>mr—  of  rU<jueoce  and  ftyle  ia  writing.  * 

J*  a  j>v«  •  s'Sm  to  Mr  Can-  to  displajr  some  of  his  best  ane 
4s/s  t,  w)  A  wt  shall  do,  without  prejudicing  the  reader  again 
O",  */r  *v  vz/'-r^ed  epithets  of  praise. 

^  a/*->  j  -*  Ws  «*  th<  beggars  in  Dublin  b  deplorably  fikb 
y  f    .fo  *A  0  9  '  *>  Oi  that  Lr  never  knew  what  tut  bc^mr»  i 

•  •   .     -      .    .  Lionel 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1807.  CarrY Strxwger  in Ireland*  49 

London  did  with  their  caft  clothes,  till  he  found  that  they  were  fold  to 
the  Dublin  beggars.  * 

P.  84 — <  It  was  upon  the  fteps  of  this  place  (the  General  Pott-Office 
in  Dublin)  that  Curran  and  Lord  »-    were  (landing,  when  the 

latter*  who  had  voted  for  the  Union,  as  he  looked  towards  the  late 
Parltamcnt-Hnofe,  which  was  theo  in  a  forlorn  ftate  of  mutilation* 
obfcrvcd— "  How  (hocking  our  old  Parliament- Houfe looks,  Curran!  " 
To  which  the  witty  barn  ft er  finely  replied—*"  True,  my  Lord,  it  is 
nfual  for  murderers  to  be  afraid  of  ghofts.  " 

P.  206. — «  A  Viceroy  of  Ireland  afked  one  of  his  chaplains,  u  Why 
there  were  no  toads  in  Ireland  i "  To  which  he  replied—1*  Becaufe, 
your, Excellency,,  there  are  fo  many  toad-eaters.  " 
-  '  I  muft  not  omit  to  fay,  that  General  Doyle  has  afcribed  a  new 
animal  to  Ireland.  Upon  a  traveller's  telling  him  that  he  had  been  in  a 
country  where  the  bugs  were  fo  large  and  powerful,  that  two  of  them 
would  drain  a  man's  blood  in  one  uight,  the  General  wittily  replied, 
"  My  good  Sir,  we  have  the  fame  animals  in  Ireland,  but  they  are 
there  called  by  another  name,  they,  are  called  h*tn4ntgs.u 

P.  437. — Mr  Carr  relates  an  anecdote  of  an  Irish  dragoon, 
which  is  highly  honourable  to  his  country ;  but  we  refer*  to  it, 
instead  of  extracting  it,  because  we  think  it  will  appear  to  most 
advantage  in  the  work  itself. 

We  extract  the  following  passages,  not  only  as  favourable  spe» 
cimens  of  the  author's  manner,,  bat  as  just  representations  of  the 
Irish,  and  as  slight  circumstances  from  which  the  politician  and 
philosopher  may  draw  some  important  conclusions* 

*  The  next  morning  1  attended  the  quarter- feffions  (at  Killafney)  at 
which  a  barrifter  prefided.  At  this  meeting,  the  character  of  the 
people  was  ftrikingly  developed.  The  greateft  good  humour  prevailed 
in  the  court,  which  was  a  large,  naked  room,  with  a  quantity  of  turf 
piled  up  in  one  comer  of  it.  Every  face  looked  animated  %  fcarcely 
any  decorum  was  kept ;  but  juftice  was  expeditioufly,  and  I  believe 
fubftaatrally,  adminiftered  by  the  barrifter,  who  is  addrefled  by  that 
name,  and  who  appeared  to  be  perfectly  competent  to  the  difcharge  of 
his  judicial  duties*  He  was  elevated  above  the  reft.  A  fellow,  like 
every  one  of  his  countrymen  in  or  out  of  court,  loving  law  to  his  foul, 
projected  hhnfelf  too  forward  to  hear  a  caufe  which  was  proceeding : 
the  officer  of  the  court,  who,  like  the  bell  in  Peeping  Tom  of  Co- 
ventry,  made  a  horrible  notfc  by  endeavouring  to  keep  (Hence,  ft  ruck 
this  anxious  unlucky  wight  a  blow  on  the  head  with  a  long  pole,  aloioft 
fufficiently  forcible  to  have  felled  an  ox  1  the  fellow  rubbed  his  head  1 
all  the  aflembly  broke  out  in  a  loud  laugh,  in  which  the  objed  of  their 
mirth  could  not  refift  joining.  Inftead  of  counfel,  folicitors  pleaded  s 
one  of  them  was  examining  a  ruftic,  a,  ftitnefs  on  behalf  of  his  client 
when  I  entered  :  the  poor  fellow  fuffered  anfwerw,  unfavourable  to  the 
party  for  whom  he  appeared,  to  efcape  him ;  upon  which,  after  half  a 
dozen  imprecations*  the  foiiejtor  threw  the  ^</ta,mcnf.,on  which  he  had 
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fidd  the  witnrfs,  *"  yon  never  knew  me  but  out  of  honefty.  " — £  An- 
other laugh. 3— This  fellow  contradicted  himfelf  many  times  ;  but  al- 
ways with  fo  much  humour,  that  the  graved  judge  could  fcarcely  have 
preferved  a  due  folemnity  of  face*  So  naturally  difpofed  are  the  lower 
orders  to  drollery,  that  I  found  perjury,  if  it  had  any  thing  of  humour 
in  it,  ieemed  to  be  ft  ripped  of  all  its  culpability.  The  government  has 
a&ed  wifely,  in  appointing  gentlemen  regularly  bred  to  the  law  to  pre- 
fide  in  thefe  courts,  who  are  capable,  by  habits  of  investigation,  of  dif- 
cerning  truth,  however  deeply  concealed,  and  who  know  the  genius 
and  condition  of  the  people  thoroughly.  Amidft  all  this  facetious  pre- 
varication and  fmiling  confufion,  I  was  affured,  from  very  good  autho- 
rity, and  in  the  caufes  to  which  I  fixed  my  attention  I  found  it  to  be  fo, 
that  juftice  was  fairly  adminiftered*  At  the  fame  time,  I  think,  the  a- 
melioration  of  the  lower  people  demands,  that  wherever  a  perverfion'  of 
truth,  under  the  folemn  obligation  of  an  oath,  appears,  however  calcu- 
lated, by  attendant  fpecious  wit  and  humour,  to  difarm  'feverity,  it 
ought  to  excite  the  ftrongeft  animadverfion  of  the  Bench  ;  which,  I  am 
convinced,  from  the  uncommon  acute  fenfibility  of  the  lower  people, 
would  fpeedily  cover  the  crime  with  ignominy.  * 

We  perfectly  agree  with  our  author  in  the  opinion,  that  some 
reform  is  much  wanted  in  this  mode  of  administering  justice  in 
Ireland.  He  was  fortunate  in  seeing  assistant  barristers,  who 
did  honour  to  the  choice  of. government,  by  maintaining  some 
decorum  in  their  courts.  But  the  integrity  or  abilities  of  those 
individuals  to  whom  power  is  delegated,  cannot,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  a  good  legislator,  be  any  excuse  for  the  imprudence,  of 
any  compensation  for  the  hazard,  of  entrusting  it  to  them  with- 
out proper  restrictions.  All  who  know  how  much  of  human 
virtue  depends  upon  situation  or  institution,  would  not  wish  to 
place  others,  or  to  be  placed  themselves,  in  circumstances  where 
their  passions  and  interests  must  five  them  continual  temptations 
to  swerve  from  their  duty,  and  where  they  have  frequent  oppor- 
tunities of  doing  wrong,  without  much  clanger  of  reprehension. 
An  assistant  barrister  is  a  newly  created  officer  of  justice,  still 
unknown  in  Great  Britain.  Lately,  the  Crown  has  appointed, 
for  each  county  in  Ireland,  a  barrister  of  five  years  standing,  to 
aid,  in  difficult  cases,  the  justices  at  sessions.  Though  it  is  par- 
ticularly provided  by  Parliament,  that  these  assistants  should  not 
arrogate  place  or  precedency,  they  have,  notwithstanding,  in 
most  counties,  assumed  preeminence,  and,  in  consequerice,  the 
old  magistrates  and  principal  gentry  of  the  country  frequently 
absent  themselves.  To  their  former  office  as  assistants,  there 
has  lately  been  added  an  important  and  highly  useful  jurisdiction, 
a  commission  to  try  causes  of  civil  contract  to  the  amount  of  ten 
pounds*  Causes  of  this  description,  triable  under  the  Civil  Bill 
Act%  are  numerous  in  Ireland,  and  formerly  took  up  an  unreason- 
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able  portion  of  the  time  and  attention  of  the  Judges  of  assize. 
They  are  now  tried  at  sessions ;  and  there  is  reason   to  believe 
that  justice  is  at  present  equitably  and  expeditiously  administered. 
But  it  would  surely  be  more  decorous  to  have  the  civil  business 
Carried  on  as  at  assizes  in  one  court,  whilst  the  criminal  business 
proceeds  in  another.    The  assistance  of  the  barrister,  sitting  as 
judge  in  the  civil  court,  would  always  be  at  hand  to  expound  the 
taw  for  the  benefit  of  the  country  gentlemen ;  and  some  little 
Jmportanee  would  still  be  left  to  that  useful,  necessary,  and  con- 
stitutional body  of  magistrates,  who  distribute  justice  without  sa- 
laries, or  without  any  reward  but  the  sense  of  fulfilling  their  du- 
ty ;  when  we  say  without  reward,  we  speak  of  country  magi- 
strates, who  seldom  accept  of  shillings  smd  sixpences  for  sum- 
monses and  warrants.     It  is  dangerous  to  encroach  upon  consti- 
tuted authorities  ;  and  although  it  is  said,  with  some  truth,  and 
with  some  satire,  that  nothing  is  well  done  in  Britain  that  is  done 
for  nothing,  we  must  still  look  back  with  reverence  to  our  earli- 
est institutions,  to  a  period  which,  amidst  barbarous  manners,  e- 
stablished  the  foundations  of  our  admirable  constitution*     We 
should  speak  with  deference  u^bn  a  subject  where  our  information 
is  not  perhaps  sufficient;  but  we  have  been  assured  that  assistant 
barristers  in  Ireland  are  permitted  to  plead  as  counsel  at  assizes* 
in  die  very  counties  where  they  preside  at  sessions.    Does  it  ne- 
ver happen,  that  he  who-  has  been  judge  at  the  sessions,  becomes 
an  advocate  at  the  assizes  in  the  same  cause  ?    Have  opulent  or 
powerful  clients  no  influence  m  such  delicate  situations  ?     Do 
party  prejudices  and  electioneering  politics  produce  no  bias  ?     It 
would  be  easy  to  obviate  all  suspicion,  by  making  k  a  rule,  that 
assistant  barristers  should  never  be  appointed  to  act  in  the  coun- 
ties where  their  own  property  lies,  and  that  they  should  never 
plead  as  lawyers  in  the  counties  where  they  act  as  judges  at  ses- 
sions.    Any  increase  of  salary  which  may  be  necessary  to  remu- 
nerate these  gentlemen  for  these  privations,  will  be  money  well 
bestowed,  as  it  will  materially  improve  the  administration  of  this 
branch  of  justice  in  Ireland. 

Mr  Carr  rises  above  himself,  when  inspired  wkh  eloquence  by 
virtuous  indignation  at  the  sight  of  the  horrible  state  of  the  House 
of  Industry  in  Limerick.  He  speaks  of  it  as  an  eye-witness ;  we 
cannot  therefore  doubt  the  facts.  They  are  a  disgrace  to  that  city. 
The  manner  in  which  thev  are  now  described  by  a  popular  writer, 
will  probably  promote  the  correction  of  these  abuses.  If  this 
propnecy  should  prove  true,  we  shall  rejoice  that  Mr  Carr  has 
written  this  quarto :  and,  from  the  benevolence  apparent  in  all 
this  gentleman's  writings,  we  are  convinced,  that  the  conscious- 
ness of  having  obtained  a  material  benefit  for  his  fellow-creatures, 
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would  amply  repay  him  for  all  the  pains  and  penalties  of  author-, 
ship. 

The  account  of  the  Dublin  House  of  Industry  confirms  us  in 
an  opinion,  which  we  have  long  entertained,  and  which  cannot 
be  more  concisely  expressed  than  in  the  words  of  our  judicious 
countryman  Dr  Gray  #,  c  Fields  of  industry  are  better  than 
houses  of  industry. '  What  avail  houses  of  industry,  and  orphan 
houses,  and  parish  schools,  to  mend  the  morals  of  the  people  of 
Dublin,  when  in  one  street  alone  there  are  fifty-two  houses  li- 
censed to  sell  spirits  !  c  That  a  revenue  derived  from  such  a 
source  3hould  be  an  object  worthy  of  encouragement,  it  is  im- 
possible to  believe, '  says  Mr  Cam  c  It  might  as  well  impose  a 
tax  upon  coffins,  and  inoculate  all  its  subjects  with  the  plague. ' 

The  chief  part  of  the  information  in  Mr  Carr's  book,  is  com- 
prised in  the  last  chapter,  entitled,  c  General  Remarks.  *  A- 
mongst  other  serious  topics,  he  there  adverts  to  the  state  of  edu- 
cation in  Ireland.  Upon  this  subject  he  speaks  liberally,  though 
•in  rather  too  high-flown  language. 

'  Education, '  fays  he,  *  has  never  beamed  on  the  poor  Irin\man  ; 
fentimentt  of  honour  have  never  been  inftilled  into  him  ;  and  a  fp1rit  of 
juft  and  focial  pride,  improvement  and  enterprise,  have  never  opened 
.upon  him.  The  poor  Iriihman  looks  around  him,  and  fees  a  frightful 
void  between  him  and  thofe  who,  in  well  regulated  communities,  ought 
to  be  Separated  from  each  other  only  by  thofe  gentle  (hades  of  colour- 
ing that  unite  the  brown  ruffet  to  the  imperial  purple.  He  has  no 
more  power  of  railing  himfelf,  than  an  eagle  whofe  wings  have  been 
half  (horn  of  their  plumage.  The  legiflature  has  rarely  noticed  him 
but  in  anger,— when  that  ignorance*  which  it  has  never  (looped  to  re- 
move, has  precipitated  him  into  a&s  incompatible  with  focial  tranquil* 
lity,  and  repugnant  to*  his  nature.  ' 

We  learn  with  great  satisfaction,  that  since  the  above  w*$ 
written,  a  Board  ot  Education  has  been  appointed  in  Ireland, 
composed  of  men  of  character,  talents,  rank,  fortune  and  popu- 
larity. From  their  united  efforts,  their  country  has  much  to  ex- 
pect. They  are  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  the  schools  in  Ire- 
land ;  and  we  hope  that  they  will  endeavour  to  establish  a  good 
system  of  instruction  for  the  lower  classes  of  the  people.  By  in- 
struction, we  do  not  mean  merely  reading,  writing,  and  arith- 
metic }  in  these,  if  we  have  not  been  misinformed,  the  lower 
Irish  are  sufficiently  well  taught,  even  in  their  hedge-schools^ 
(which,  by  the  by,  might  with  more  propriety  be  called  ditel*- 
schools.)  In  arithmetic,  especially,  the  boys  are  said  to  be  won- 
derfully expert.     We  are  told  that,  in  a  great  public  charity  in 
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Dublin,  and  in  parts  of  Armagh,  writing  and  arithmetic  have 
been  long  since  taught  by  Air  Lancaster's  method.  The  Irish 
learn,  whatever  they  wish  to  learn,  quickly*  arid  with  the  great- 
est facility.  But  it  b  in  moral  instruction  that  they  are  deficient; 
and  to  raise  a  demand  for  this,  and  to  administer  it  properly,  are 

.  the  great  difficulties.  It  will  be  no  easy  task  to  breed  up  children 
to  have  totally  different  habits  and  principles  from  their  parent*, 
without  destroying  that  filial  and  parental  affection,  which  is  the 
great  bond  qf  society,  and  without  which  no  national  education 
can  be  fundamentally  good  or  permanent.  It  will  be  no  easy 
task   to  change  the   associations  of  pleasure,  pride  and   mirth, 

.  which  the  Irish  children  early  form  with  the  ideas  of  cheating, 
stealing,  prevaricating  and  lying.  To  convince  their  understand- 
ings that  honesty  is  the  best  policy,  and  that  their  duty  to  God 
and  their  neighbour  is  likewise  their  duty  to  themselves,  might 
be  easily  accomplished  •,  but  the  moral  demonstration  would  hare 
no  more  effect  on  their  conduct,  than  any  of  the  demonstrations 
of  the  missionaries  at  Otaheite,  unless  their  associations  and  hav- 
bits  were  changed  by  some  strong  or  constant  motives. 

To  substitute  the  sturdy  pride  of  plain-dealing,  for  the  delight 
of  successful  cunning,  must  be  a  work  of  time,  especially  where 
the  people  are,  from  their  poverty  and  subordinate  situation,  con- 

■  tinually  tempted  to  deceive  j  and  where  party-politics  and  religi- 
ous prejudices  incline  a  vast  proportion  of  the  population  to  con- 

'  sider  the  remainder  as  fair  game  for  flattery  and  deception.  We 
agree  with  Mr  Carr  in  the  manly  opinion  which  he  has  well  ex~ 
pressed,  that 

'  Nothing  but  a  frank  and  liberal  fyftem  of  education,  which  (hall 
be  wholly  free  from  the  fufpic'wn  of  aiming  at  religious  converfion,  di- 
rectly or  indirectly,  can  promote  the  great  object  of  enlightening  the 
poorer  claffes  of  fociety  in  Ireland.  ' 

All  our  author  says  about  prosefytism  is  excellent ;  we  consider 

'  it  as  by  far  the  most  valuable  part  of  the  book  ;  and  from  c  a  stran- 
ger in  Ireland,  '  we  hope  that  it  will  not  shock  any  individuals, 
but  that  it  may  produce  its  just  effect  upon  the  good  sense  of  all 
parties.  Mr  Carr  pays  a  tribute,  and,  as  we  are  assured,  a  well 
merited  tribute  of  approbation  to  the  ladies  of  Ireland,  for  their 
benevolent  indefatigable  exertions  to  improve  the  education  of 
the  poor  children  in  their  country.     He  mentions  several  well- 

'  conducted  schools  under  the  'patronage,  and,  what  is  much  better 
than  the  patronage,  under  the  daily  stiperintendance,  of  ladies  in 
every  respect  qualified  for  the  task.  From  these  schools  we  may 
reasonably  hope  salutary  and  immediate  effects.  "  From  a  board 

*  of  education  we  can  expect  only  well  digested  plans,  which,  if 

*  steadily  pursued,  may  in  time  produce  a  general  change  in  the 

habits 
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habits  of  the  people.  We  hope  that  it  will  not  be  thought  to  a- 
rke  from  national  partiality,  if  we  advert  to  the  state  of  educa- 
tion in  our  own  country,  and  if  we  say  that  Ireland  may  look 
with  advantage  to  North  Britain,  for  an  example  of  the  success 
which  rewards  the  labour  and  expense  bestowed  on  national  in- 
struction. 

Our  author  writes  judiciously  against  eleemosynary  education. 
He  justly  observes,  that  it  would  be  better  to  accept  of  sixpence 
per  annum  as  payment,  than  to  offer  instruction  gratis :  in  all 
countries,  and  particularly  in  Ireland,  the  pride  of  parents  and 
children  would  revolt  from  the  idea  of  suing  for  education  in 
forma*  pauperis.  This  is  an  honest  pride,  for  which  nothing  half 
«o  good  can  be  substituted  by  charity  or  ostentation.  We  hope, 
as  Mr  Carr  does,  that  the  poor  laws  and  poor  rates  of  England 
*nay  never  be  introduced  into  Ireland. 

Page  519. — Mr  Carr  has  fallen  into  one  of  those  common  pre- 
judices, which  usually  ensnare  the  hunter  after  popular  discon- 
tents. He  inveighs  bitterly  against  a  race  of  farmers,  who  have 
obtained  the  name  of  Middlemen,  from  their  holding  an  interest 
in  lands  between  the  proprietor  and  the  terre-tenant.  Every  tyro 
in  political  economy,  who  has  read  Smith's  Wealth  of  Nations, 
'  should  know  the  utility  of  factors  in  all  mercantile  transactions. 
And  in  What  does  a  middleman  differ  from  a  factor  ?  He  col- 
lects the  value  of  the  produce,  and  pays  it  to  a  land  merchant  at 
home,  or  exports  it  to  a  land  merchant  abroad.     A  nobleman  or 

Sentleman,  who  lets  land  for  one,  or  for  several  years,  does  no- 
ling  more  than  sell  raw  materials  to  a  manufacturer ;  and  the 
middleman  is  a  merchant  or  factor,  who  buys  the  raw  material 
wholesale,  and  retails  it  to  the  workman.  When  this  process  is 
omitted,  the  landlord  is  obliged  to  employ  deputies  or  agents, 
who  are  not  connected  with  the  under  tenant  by  any  common  tie 
of  interest.  The  agent's  business  is  to  collect  the  growing  in- 
come at  stated  periods,  and  in  as  short  a  time  as  possible.  He 
cither  goes  or  sends  a  clerk  on  a  certain  day  to  receive  the  rents 
of  an  estate.  Whoever  is  not  ready  on  the  appointed  day,  is  dis- 
'  trained.  Upon  a  second  failure,  the  tenant  is  ejected ;  a  new 
one  is  easily  procured  ;  and  after  every  thing  which  the  tenant 
possessed  has  been  disposed  of,  an  increase  of  rent,  sufficient  to 
liquidate  the  former  loss,  is  added  to  the  new  bargain.    Thus, 

•  the  agent  is  a  greater  oppressor  than  the  middleman.     Where 

*  middlemen  are  interp&sed,  the  profit  made  by  the  agent  falls  to 
their  share.  It  is  true,  that  they  let  the  lands  at  the  highest  price  ; 
but  they  must  bear  the  loss,  if  the  tenant  fails ;  and  knowing 
jtfcis,  they  are  interested  in  every  loss  or  gain  that  happens  to 
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their  subtenant.  The  middleman  is,  like  the  doctor,  desiroU*  of 
gain  ;  but  it  is  never  his  interest  to  destroy  the  patient.  When- 
ever large  capital  is  deficient,  the  system  of  middlemen  must  pre- 
vail. In  the  time  of  Jack  Cade's  rebellion,  the  same  complaint  a- 
gainst  monopolizers  of  lands  was  the  watch-word  of  his  adher- 
ents ;  and  so  late  as  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  there  was  a  similar 
cry  in  England  against  engrossing  farms.  But*  till  capital  has  been 
collected  by  numbers,  numbers  cannot  enter  into  competition  for 
farms  :  the  large  capitalists  alone  can  stock  them  j  and  the  un- 
der tenants  must  be  dependent  upon  such  farmers  for  the  small 
portions  of  land,  whicn,  in  Ireland,  supply  them  with  the  means 
of  existence.  Our  author  despatches,  in  two  sentences,  that  great 
question  in  political  economy,  what  is  the  best  food  for  the  poor,? 
We  shall  here  only  put  in  our  caveat  against  the  peremptory 
manner  in  which  it  is  decided.  Whoever  has  seriously  consider- 
ed the  subject,  and  has  read  what  has  been  written  by  Malthus 
on  population,  and  by  Selkirk  on  emigration,  will  not  lighly  ha- 
zard a  decision.  The  Irishman's  reply  to  Mr  Calx's  inquiry  into 
the  cause  of  the  great  population  of  Ireland,  deserves  a  serious 
investigation.     c  By  Jasus,  Sir,  it's  all  the  potato. ' 

Either  we  are  misinformed,  or  Mr  Carr  is  strangely  mistaken 
.  with  regard  to  the  average  price  of  labour  in  Ireland,  which  ho 
states  at  18d.  per  day.  This  appeared  such  an  extraordinary  as- 
sertion, that  we  were  at  the  trouble  of  looking  over  the  whole 
book  to  verify  our  reference,  which  at  last  we  found  (page  505.) 
In  our  search,  we  discovered  the  caupe  of  his  mistake.  .  He  had 
learned  (page  419),  that  the  price  of  labour,  near  Cork,  is  164. 
or  18d.,  which  is  certainly  not  a  high  rate  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  the  second  city  in  Ireland :  but  to  call  this  the  average  price 
of  labour  through  the  kingdom  is  a  gross  error.  Such  careless 
assertions  we  deem  most  unpardonable  blunders  ;  because  they 
mislead  all  who  attempt  to  reason  upon  such  false  data.  For  in- 
stance, how  could  Malthus  himself  reconcile  the  wretchedness 
of  superabundant  population  with  such  high  wages  of  labour, 
and  such  low  price  of  provisions,  as  Mr  Carr  has  stated  ?  We 
are  well  assured,  that  tne  average  wages  of  labour  in  Ireland  do 
not  amount  to  half  the  $um  which  he  has  mentioned.  Tho$e 
who  make  a  tour  through  a  country,  see  objects  in  a  new,  and 
often  in  a  more  entertaining  point  of  view,  than  persons  who$e 
long  residence  in  the  country  have  rendered  most  objects  fami- 
liar ;  but,  on  certain  points,  we  can  hope  to  obtain  accurate  in-» 
formation  from  those  only  who  have  lived  in  the  country,  and 
who,  in  their  political  and  economical  observations,  have  taken 
time  into  the  ac^unt.    . 
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*  Mr  Csdrr  has,  with  much  address,  evaded  the  discussion  of  ma- 
ny questions  on  which  parties  run  high  in  Ireland ;  by  this  po- 
licy he  probably  hopes  to  be  favourably  judged  by  both  sides. 
But  it  should  not  be  the  prime  object  of  a  man  of  talents  to  steal 
into  popularity :  his  pride  should  be,  to  stand  forward  in  the 
cause  of  truth,  to  do  his  utmost  to  serve  his  fellow-creatures, 
disdaining  the  clamours  of  ignorance  and  prejudice,  secure  of 
his  reward  from  the  good  and  wise ;  or,  if  disappointed  of  this 
honest  fame,  able  to  rest  satisfied  with  his  own  approbation. 
There  is  a  fashion  amongst  many  well-meaning  timid  persons,  of 
avoiding  to  speak  upon  what  are  called  dangerous  subjects  ;  as  if 
the  danger  were  created  by  inquiring  into  the  means  of  defence  ; 
or  as  if  it  could  be  dissipated  by  pretending  that  it  does  not  exist*. 
Talk  of  danger,  and  it  will  appear, — seems  to  be  the  maxim  of 
this  childish  superstition. 

Every  body  knows,  that  there  have  been  insurrections  and  re- 
bellions in  Ireland :  that,  in  1796,  nothing  but  the  dispersion  of 
the  French  fleet  by  a  storm  saved  that  kingdom  from  conquest : 
.that,  in  1798,  the  plot  by  which  the  city  of  Dublin  was  to  have 
been  revolutionized,  was  not  discovered  or  counteracted,  till  a  few 
hours  before  the  moment  appointed  for  its  execution :  that,  in 
the  same  year,  an  inconsiderable  French  force  effected  an  invaV 
sion  of  Ireland,  were  joined  by  numbers  of  the  natives,  and  pe-  - 
netrated  to  the  centre  of  the  island  :  that,  in  1803,  a  nobleman, 
high  in  office,  and  of  most  respectable  character,  was  assassi- 
nated in  the  metropolis ;  and  that,  by  this  premature  murder,  in 
which  the  rabble  indulged  themselves  contrary  to  the  wishes  and 
orders  of  their  leaders,  the  plan  of  another  insurrection  was  dis- 
concerted. 

But  these  are  things  of  which  the  timid  will  not  speak,  and 
of  which  the  foolhardy  will  not  think.  The  rash  do  yet  more 
mischief  in  politics  than  the  timorous  :  they  will  not  suffer  you 
to  believe  that  danger  ever  exists,  notwithstanding  the  most  a- 
larming  symptoms ;  and  they  consider  it  as  a  proof  of  want  of 
courage,  or  want  of  loyalty,  to  suspect,  that  things  which  have 
been  so  lately,  may  recur. 

4  Ireland, '  fay  they,  «  is  now  perfe&ly  quiet ;  and  it  it  ridiculous 
and  tricked  to  fuppofe,  that  it  will  ever  again  be  in  a  (late  of  difturb- 
ancc.  There  have  been  Thrafhers,  to  be  Hire,  within  thefe  few  months 
in  that  kingdom  ;  but  thefe  were  honeft,  poor,  ignorant  fellows,  who 
had  no  bad  defigns :  they  colle&ed  in  large  bodies,  to  be  fure,  went 
about  at  night  armed,  to  adminifler  unlawful  oaths  ;  but  the  Thrafhers' 
oath  was  merely  not  to  pay  tithes  to  pro&ors,  and  to  obey  Captain 
Thrafher ;  but  nobody  knew  who  this  captain  was,  fo  that  the  oath 
was  of  no  confeauencc.     And  thofc  who  refufed  to  take  it,  were  onjy 
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jkagged  out  of  their  beds  ami  ducked ;  or  delivered  over  to  Capiat* 
£arder,  to  have  their  backs  carded*  (that  it*  flayed  with  a  fteel  inftrti- 
naent  uied  in  drefling  flax.) 

'  But  all  this  was  done  with  jollity, 
Midnight  (bouts  and  revelry. ' 
4  And  thefe  political  maflcers  were  all  in  fancy  drefles ;  white  caps 
on  their  heads,  and  white  Hurts  over  their  clothes  ;  fome  over  uniforms, 
it  is  faid  ; — but  no  harm  was  done.  Befides,  their  caufe  was  fo  popu- 
lar,  that  moll  of  the  middling  fanners  favoured  them,  and  many  of  the 
thinking  men  approved  of  the  end,  and  objected  only  to  the  means. 
Now,  however,  the  whole  affair  is  fettled  by  fpecial  commilfion ;  the 
poor  wretches,  who  have  been  tried  and  condemned,  have  fuffered,  and 
•J*  a  fuf&cient  warning  to  the  reft  ;  though  they  have  been  generally  pi- 
tied, becaufe  it  was  obvious  that  they  were  merely  tools  in  the  hands  of 
others,  and  actually  did  not  know  what  they  were  abont.  At  aH  e- 
Tents,  the  country  is  now  perfectly  quiet ;  and  we  may  all  deep  in 
peace. ' 

Yes  !— sleep  in  peace!  like  the  rash  fools  who  sleep  at  the  foot 
<rf  Mount  Vesuvius— secure,  because,  say  they,  there  has  been 
lately  an  eruption  of  the  mountain,  and,  may  be,  there  trill  not 
be  another  in  our  times. 

It  is  in  vain  to  palter  and  palliate.  Ireland  never  will  be  per- 
fectly safe,  *  till  the  causes  of  discontent  among  the  great  body  of 
•die  people  are  removed*  Complete  Catholic  emancipation^  as  it  is 
xaHed,  should  be  granted  to  them  *,  nothing  less  will  do*  As  to 
-the  right,  the  arguments  in  favour  of  the  abolition  of  the  slave- 
trade  are  not  more  clear,  than  those  in  favour  of  the  Catholic 
emancipation.  But  ad  to  the  expediency, — it  is  alleged,  if  we 
-grant  the  Catholics  this,  they  will  ask  more.  Then  it  will  be 
time  to  refuse ;  but  the  surmise  that  people  will  encroach,  is  no 
argument  against  granting  them  their  rights.  Expediency  can 
never  permanently  stand  against  justice.  And  after  all  this,'  ex- 
pediency exists  merely  in  imagination.  Popery  -is  a  mere  bug- 
bear. The  fear  of  a  Catholic  interest  in  a  British  parliament  is 
absurd.  The  Catholic  gentry  in  Ireland,  of  property  sufficient 
to  become  members  of  the  senate,  are  few,  compared  with  the 
Protestants  \  and,  what  is  of  more  consequence,  their  interests 
wre  the  same  as  those jof  the  Protestants. '  Their  property  is  sub- 
ject to  the  same  danger  from  invasion  or  insurrection.  The  old 
'claims  to  forfeited  Irish  estates  could  never  be  substantiated, 
without  despoiling  the  present  opulent  Catholics.  Property  a- 
galnst  numbers,  is  a  contest  decidedly  in  favour  of  property,  as 
long  as  the  possessors  of  property  manage  their  advantages  with 
prudence  :  but  oppression  makes  the  danger  which  it  fearst 

The  Irifli  Catholics,  upon  their  taking  the  oaths  of  allegiance  and 
fupremacy}  fl^ould,  in  their  political  right3,  be  put  exactly  on  a 
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footing  with*  all  the  other  fubje£U  of  the  empire  $  and  fliould  be 
relieved  from  the  burthen  of  tithes  paid  tor  minifters  from  whom 
they  receive  no  inftru&ion*  Might  not  their  priefts,  too,  be  paid 
by  government  ?  They  would  then  be  properly  dependent.  The  late 
grant  to  the  College  of  May nooth,  for  the  education  of  Catholics, 
is  liberal  and  prudent.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however,  that  that  col* 
lege  is  fubje&  to  frequent  vifitations.  We  fliould  know  what  books 
are  put  into  the  hands  of  the  ftudents ;.  not  with  a  view  of  interfer* 
lug  in  the  leaft'  with  religious  tenets,  but  to  fecure  fome  pledge  that 
the  youth  are  properly  educated.  In  all  other  colleges  the  otUrfe 
is  univerfidly  known.  With  thefe  precautions,  and  with  this  juft 
toleration,  all  the  lower  claries  of  the  Catholic  religion  in  Ireland 
would  be  fafe,  and  good  fubjeds ;  not  only  when  EnglHh  troop! 
are  in  the  country,  but  in  all  circumftamce*.  In  eafe  of  an  inva* 
lion,  it  would  not  be  their  intereft  to  join  the  dnemy.  It  is  a 
common  Irifh  proverb,  that  €  thofe  who  are  upori  the  ground  cari 
go  no  lower.1  Raife  them,  and  their  fear  of  faHing  begrfis  td 
operate.  In  moft  countries,  the  loweft  clafsof  the  people  is  ifl  thd 
fituation  of  the  afs  in  the  fable,  caring  not  who  is  matter,  fince  he 
tnuft  always  carry  his  paniers ;  but  the  afs  ceafes  to  be  in  this, 
his  ufual  (late  of  neutrality,  if  his  paniers  be  top  heavily  laden, 
and  if  he  have  hopes  that  nis  hew  mailer  will  lighten  his  burthen. 
Independently  of  all  that  can  be  done  by  the  Legiflature,  much 
may  be  effe&ed  towards  making  the  different  claffes  of  people  in 
Ireland  coalesce,  by  the  good  fenfe  of  individuals,  in  their  daily 
conver&tion  and  intercourfe  with  each  other.  AU  figne  of  party 
hatred  (hould  be  fuppreflcd ;  all  party  words  forbern.  The  appel- 
lations of  orangemcrt  and  croppkf  fliould  never  be  htard  :  Proief* 
tant  afcendancy  (hould  never  be  talked  of ;  nor  (hould  the  tlrm  an 
bomtjl  man  be  ufed  exchtfively  to  deGgnafce  a  Ptoteftant  If  this 
liberal  policy  were  universally  adopted,  Ireland  would  indeed  be 
perfe&ly  quiet  and  fccure.  And  it  would  become,  not  only  a  fe« 
cure,  but  a  flowriihing  part  of  the  Brttifli  empire,  if  commercial  as 
well  as  religious  jealoufies  could  ceafe.  This  is  another  fubjeft, 
which  a  writer,  publishing  a  quarto  on  Ireland,  fliould  have  difc. 
ended.  The  difcuflscm  would  lead  tas  far  beyond  our  limits,  which 
we  have  already  tranfjgreffed  :  but  we  cannot  avoid  obfentiag,  in 
general,  that  it  is  a  farce  to  talk  of  an  incorporating  union  having 
taken  place  between  two  countries,  whilft  the  frontiers  of  each  are 
guarded  by  a  hoft  of  cuftomhoufe  officers ;  whilft  the  inhabitants 
cannot  pais  or  repaft  from  either  country,  without  undergoing  a 
fearch  as  rigorous  as  if  they  were  in  an  enemy's  territory  ,  whilft 
the  duties  and  drawbacks  of  excife  operate  as  checks  upo*  the 
(transfer  of  property,  and  even  upori  loeomOtion. 
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Though  Mr  Carr,  from  prudential  motives  perhaps,  has  avoid- 
ed fome  fubjetts  peculiarly  interefting  to  Ireland,  yet  it  is  but  juf- 
tice  to  acknowledge  that  he  has  taken  great  pains  to  reprefent  the 
Iriih  in  their  true  colours,  wherever  he  adverts  to  the  prejudices 
of  their  neighbours.  We  ihall  conclude  our  fpecimens  of  this 
work  with  his  chara&er  of  the  Irifh,  which  we  believe  to  be  a 
faithful  reprefentation  of  that  people,  and  which,  we  hope,  will 
ftrengthen  the  public  intereft  in  their  favour. 

*  With  few  materials  for  ingenuity  to  work  with,  the  peafantry  of 
Ireland  are  moft  ingenious,  and,  with  adequate  inducements,  laboriouflp 
indefatigable.  They  poflefs,  in  general,  perfonal  beauty  and  vigour  of 
frame ;  they  abound  with  wit  and  fenfibility,  although  all  the  avenues 
to  nfeful  knowledge  are  clofed  againft  them  ;  they  are  capable  of  for- 
giving injuries,  and  generous  even  to  their  oppreflbrs  ;  they  are  fenfiblc. 
of  fnperior  merit,  and  fubmiffive  to  it ;  they  difplay  natural  urbanity  in 
rags  and  poverty  ;  are  cordially  hofpi  table,  ardent  for  information,  fe- 
cial in  their  habits,  kind  in  their  difpofition  ;  in  gaiety  of  heart  and  ge- 
nuine humour  unrivalled  ;  even  in  their  fuperftitton  prefenting  an  uniofi 
cf  pleafantry  and  tendernefs.  They  are  warm  and  conftant  in  their  at- 
tachments ;  faithful  and  incorruptible  in  their  engagements ;  innocent, 
with  the  power  of  fenfual  enjoyments  perpetually  within  their  reach  ; 
obfervable  of  fexual  modefty  though  crowded  in  the  narrow  limits  of  a 
cabin  ;  ft  rangers  to  a  crime  which  reddens  the  cheek  of  manhood  with 
horror ;  tenacious  of  refpe& ;  acutely  fenfible  of,  and  eafily  won  by, 
kindnefies.  Such  is  the  peafantry  of  Ireland.  I  appeal,  not  to  the  af- 
fections or  to  the  humanity,  but  to  the  juftice  of  every  one,  to  whom 
chance  may  direct  rbefe  pages,  whether  men  fo  conftituted,  prefent  no 
character  which  a  wife  government  can  mould  to  the  great  purpoie  of 
augmenting  the  profperity  of  the  country,  and  the  happinefs  of  fo* 
ciety.' 

Upon  the  whole,  we  have  bellowed  more  time  upon  this  book 
than  we  fhould  have  done,  had  not  the  author  appeared  before  as  a 
refpe&able  tourift,  and  had  we  not  thought  it  our  duty  to  endea- 
vour to  prevent  him  from  degenerating  into  a  mere  collector  of 
ftale  jefts,  and  worn- out  anecdotes ;  in  (hort,  into  a  mere  book- 
maker. We  now  leave  Mr  Can's  merits  to  the  judgment  of  more 
competent,  and  more  confequential  reviewers.  The  Iri(h  have 
given  him,  from  their  favourite  vehicle,  the  agnomen  of  Jaunting* 
Car,  and  the  lord-lieutenant  has  created  him  a  knight.  # 

Art. 

#  See  a  curious  note  (p.  31)  in  the  aforefaid  Epifllc  to  Gorges  Ed- 
mond  Howard,  relative  to  the  offer  of  knighting  George  Falkcntr  <  in 
the  field,  by  the  Earl  of  Cbeflerfidd,  in  Dublin  Cajlle.  * 
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Art.  IV.  A  Tour  to  Shiraz,  by  the  Route  of  Cazrum  and  Firuza~ 
bad,  with  various  Remarks  on  the  Manners,  Customs,  Laws, 
Language,  and  Literature  of  the  Persians  :  To  which  is  added,  a 
History  of  Persia,  from  the  Death  of  Kerbn  Khan,  to  the  Subver- 
sion of  the  Zend  dynasty.    By  Edward  Scott  Waring,  Esq.  of  the 

,  Bengal  Civil  Establishment. 

rpo  travel  in  a  country  imperfectly  known,  and  to  publish  a 
.■*•  journey  which  shall  neither  prove  amusing  nor  instructive, 
though  not  quite  unprecedented  in  the  history. of  literature,  must 
still  be  allowed  to  require  some  address  and  management.  As 
the  ambition  of  authors  is  not  limited  to  one  mode  of  excellence, 
we  venture  to  furnish  a  few  canons  for  the  benefit  of  those  who 
may  be  desirous  of  excelling  in  this  line ;  premising,  that  al- 
though we  have  derived  some  useful  hints  from  the  publication 
before  us,"  our  obligations  are  by  no  means  limited  to  the  lucu- 
brations of  Mr  Waring.  1st,  To  avoid  the  relation  of  character- 
istic anecdotes  as  much  as  possible.  Man  is  naturally  a  very  in- 
quisitive animal,  and  too  apt  to  indulge  an  impertinent  curiosity 
respecting  matters  which  nowise  concern  him.  The  manners  of 
foreign  nations  most  evidently  fall  under  this  description ;  and  it 
is  extremely  commendable  in  a  traveller  to  disappoint  him  of  this 
silly  amusement.  It  is  to  the  injudicious  neglect  of  this  canon, 
that  we  are  to  attribute  the  foolish  interest  which  some  authors 
have  excited  for  persons  who  should  be  no  more  to  us  than  we  to 
Hecuba ;  thence  it  is  that,  at  the  courts  of  Gondar,  of  Ameta- 
pura,  of  Tasisudon,  and  even  of  Pekin,  we  had  formed  a  little 
circle  of  acquaintances,  in  whose  welfare  we  took  a  ridiculous 
interest,  and  have  caught  ourselves  trembling  at  the  danger 
which  future  revolutions  might  occasion  to  the  tottering  authori- 
ty of  the  Abyssinian  monarch,  or  the  spiritual  dignity  of  the  in- 
fant Lama.  There  is  also  another  reason  for  avoiding  anecdotes 
illustrative  of  manners,  and  substituting  short  but  comprehensive 
sentences  in  their  stead.  Veracity  is  an  article  in  pretty  general 
circulation ;  and  those  anecdotes  are  generally  believed,  either  to 
be  true,  or  to  be  supposed  so,  by  the  persons  who  report  them* 
Judgment,  on  the  other  hand,  is  a  much  rarer  commodity ;  the 
talent  of  generalizing  the  mass  of  facts,  in  order  to  deduce  ac- 
curate conclusions  on  national  character  and  manners,  is  not  very 
generally  possessed,  and  demands,  for  its  exercise,  a  long  period 
of  observation,  and  an  extensive  range  of  communication  amongst 
different  ranks.  The  adoption  of  our  plan,  therefore,  seems  to 
be  the  surest  method  of  excluding  both  amusement  and  instruc- 
tion, since  the  reader  is  sure  to  be  sceptical  as  to  the  author's 
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ability  to  form  a  correct  judgment,  particularly  if  his  decisions 
are  given  in  a  very  decided  tone,  although  he  may  "have  resided 
in  the  country  during  a  period  of  almost  three  months.  Besides, 
we  really  believe  that  most  people  coincide  with  us  in  adopting  the 
Norman  adage, '  Qu'il  y  a  des  bonnes  gens  partout  \  *  and  when  we 
find  that  these  have  been  more  careful  than  usual  to  keep  out  of 
the  way  of  a  particular  traveller,  we  are  not  apt  to  appreciate 
highly  his  powers  of  impartial  observation.  >2d,  The  next  canon 
we  would  recommend  to  a  travelling  tyro,  is  copiousness  of  re- 
flections :  the  more  trite  die  subjects,  the  better  are  they  adapted 
to  the  end  in  view :  for  this  purpose,  we  suggest  despotism,  inw 
security  of  person  and  property,  murder,  assassination,  and  per- 
fidy. As  the  same  reflections  must  arise  in  every  human  breast 
on  these  topics,  any  given  individual  may  be  sure  of  not  deviat- 
ing into  usefulness,  by  publishing  his  own.  Sd9  As  every  object 
in  the  physical  and  moral  world  may  be  contemplated  in  a  point 
of  view  more  or  less  favourable,  he  must  be  sure  to  seize  the 
most  unfavourable.  This  is  an  important  canon ;  for  a  series  of 
disgusting  pictures,  unavoidably  creates  some  disgust  at  the  book, 
besides  an  aversion  to  the  subject,  and  all  information  connected 
with  it.  4/A,  If  recent  events  have  raised  die  country  through 
which  he  travels  to  a  high  degree  of  political  importance,  he 
should  be  cautious  of  affording  information  on  the  points  which 
are  most  anxiously  studied  at  the  moment.  But  tf  he  cannot 
altogether  suppress  these  topics,  he  might  at  least  contrive  to  treat 
them  in  a  style  so  manifestly  loose  and  inaccurate,  as  to  destroy 
all  hopes  of  obtaining  correct  and  precise  notions.  We  flatter 
ourselves,  that  these  rules  may  not  prove  altogether  useless  to  fu- 
ture travellers,  and  have  again  to  disclaim  exclusive  obligations  to 
Mr  Waring,  who  has  by  no  means  sufficiently  attended  to  them* 
on  various  occasions. 

Mr  Waring  possessed  one  great  requisite  in  a  traveller,  a  per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  language  of  the  country  he  was  to  visit. 
He  embarked  on  the  10th  of  April'  1802,  (ask  not  from  whence  ?) 
and  arrived  at  Bushir  on  the  22d  May.  His  route  lay  through 
the  populous  village  of  Birasgun,  the  ruins  of  Dires,  and  the  city 
of  Cazrun,  now  m  a  state  of  decline.  On  the  19th  of  June  he 
entered  Shiraz,  where  he  remained  till  the  Slst  of  July,  about  six 
weeks,  and  then  returned  by  the  route  of  Firuzabad  to  Bushir, 
where  he  staid  till  the  7th  of  September.  The  whole  period  of 
Mr  Waring's  stay  in  Persia,  from  the  22d  of  May  till  the  7th  of 
September,  comprizes  a  period  of  about  three  months  and  a  half* 
But  to  collect  information  on  all  the  topics  we  find  mentioned  in 
the  titles  of  his  thirty-five  chapters,  would,  to  an  uninspired 
traveller,  require  years  j  to  discover  persons  on  whose  statements 
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he  could  "rely,  must,  according  to  his  own  account,  prow  no, 
very  easy  task  ;  but  this  cautious* and  deliberate  mode  of  inquiry 
is  by  no  means  to  the  taste  of  our  traveller,  who  decides  as  con* 
fidently  on  the  Persian  character,  morality,  and  manners,  as  if- 
he  had  spent  his  life  in  the  country.  The  faults  of  Mr  Waring,, 
however,  are  the  faults  of  youth  :  the  abilities,  of  which  we  dis- 
cover occasional  traces  in  this  work,  will  remain,  after  time  has* 
corrected  the  precipitate  judgments  and  fastidious  taste,  whick 
too  frequently  obscure  its  merits. 

Those  who  have  contemplated  the  state  of  society  in  modem 
Persia,  through  the  medium  of  former  travellers,  will  find  little> 
novelty  in  this  work  5  and  of  a  portion  of  that  little  we  doufct  the: 
accuracy.  In  the  pleasing,  good-humoured,  and  unpretending 
narrative  of  Captain  Franklin,  they  will  find  much  more  amuse- 
ment. But  many  of  his  facts  are  questioned.  That  the  environs 
of  Shiraz  should  have  appeared  delightful  to  Captain  Franklin* 
as  they  are  represented  by  the  Persian  muse,  whilst  to  Mr  War- 
ing they  seemed  disagreeable,  does  not  surprise  us ;  de  gustibus% 
Sec.  But  the  singular  discrepancy  regarding  a  physical  fact, 
which  required  only  observation,  is  calculated  to  excite  surprise., 
Captain  Franklin,  speaking  of  the  climate  of  Shiraz,  informs  us, 
'  The  mornings  and  evenings  are  cool,  but  the  rest  of  the  day 
temperate.  In  summer,  the  thermometer  seldom  rises  higher 
than  73°  in  the  day,  and  at  night  generally  falls  to  62°. '  Mr 
Waring  has  the  following  note.  *  Captain  Franklin  mention^ 
that  the  thermometer  in  summer  is  never  more  than  77°.  I  am, 
sorry  to  differ  from  him  ;  my  thermometer  I  found  to  be  correct, 
and,  from  daily  observation,  I  am  confident  it  was  never  undeir 
90°. '  We  have  some  dilBculty,  however,  in  reconciling  Mr 
Waring's  observation  with  the  following  passage,  written  the  dav 
after  he  left  Shiraz.  €  The  night  was  disagreeably  cold  5  and  t 
could  not  refrain  from  reflecting,  that  I  had  to  prepare  myself  for 
the  dust  and  heat  of  the  Gurmsir.  Thermometer  94°. '  This 
disagreeable  coldness  was  not  surely  produced  by  an  atmosphere 
heated  to  90°  of  Fahrenheit. 

Our  readers  are  probably  not  unacquainted  with  the  importance 
attached  to  the  alliance  oi  the  court  of  Persia,  by  the  present 
ruler  of  France.  The  repeated  secret  missions  of  the  most  in- 
telligent and  active  agents  iu  his  employ,  since  the  commence* 
ment  of  die  present  contests,  sufficiently  evince  his  anxiety  on 
this  point.  The  present  object  may  probably  be  to  incite  the 
Persian  monarch  to  attack  the  Russian  possessions  between  the 
Euxine  and  Caspian  ;  but  there  is  reason  to1  think,  that,  at  one 
period,  a  design  of  a  different  nature  actuated  his  ambition! 
This  momentary  interest,  added  to  that  laudable  curiosity  which 
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is  at  all  times  attracted  to  the  fate  of  great  and  once  powerful 
nations,  induces  us  to  insert  a  succinct  account,  collected  from 
the  publication  before  us,  and  other  documents,  of  the  most  im- 
portant events  which  have  occurred  in  that  country  since  the 
death  of  Nadir  Shah  in  1747. 

On  the  death  of  that  illustrious  warrior,  his  descendants  dis* 
puted  the  succession  for  a  moment  in  the  heart  of  the  empire, 
whilst  on  its  skirts  arose  two  powerful  monarchies  which  extin- 
guished their  contention,  by  extending  their  own  boundaries  till 
they  met  in  the  centre.  The  grandsons  of  Nadir  returned  to  the 
obscurity  of  his  father;  and  die  descendants  of  that  great,  mo- 
narch, whose  name,  only  half  a  century  ago,  scattered  dismay 
from  the  banks  of  the  Euphrates  to  the  shores  of  the  Ganges, 
now  earn  a  laborious  subsistence  in  the  humble  occupation  of 
grooms.  Ahmed  Khan,  the  Abdali,  into  whose  hands  fell  the 
treasures  of  his  master,  founded  at  Cabul  a  dominion  which  he 
has  transmitted  to  his  descendants  j  at  this  day,  his  successor 
governs,  in  that  city,  the  fair  and  fertile  regions  of  Cabul,  Mul- 
tan,  Casmir,  and  Sind  in  Hindustan  ;  whilst,  in  Persia,  his  juris- 
diction extends  over  the  provinces  of  Candahar  and  Khorasan. 
The  empire,  founded  in  the  west  by  Kerim  Khan,  was  not  des- 
tined to  be  of  so  long  duration.  This  officer  was  governor  of 
Shiraz  \  and,  on  the  death  of  his  master,  rendered  himself  in- 
dependent in  the  province  of  Fars.  A  long  and  prosperous  reign 
of  thirty  years  established  his  power,  and  extended  his  authority 
over  the  whole  of  Persia,  excepting  that  portion  still  possessed 
by  the  Abdallis.  When  M.  Gmelin  travelled  in  Persia  by  order 
Of  the  Czarina,  the  empire  of  Kerim  extended  over  Aserbijan, 
Masenderan,  Asterabad,  the  cities  of  Tabriz,  Hamdan,  Tigrat, 
Shiraz,  Ispahan,  and  Kerman,  with  all  their  dependencies ;  in 
short,  it  comprehended  all  the  countries  from  the  Gulph  of  Per- 
sia to  the  frontiers  of  Turkey.  His  administration  was  marked 
by  the  severity  of  military  discipline,  and  the  exercise  of  a  rigo- 
rous justice.  Shiraz,  his  capital,  contains  monuments  of  prince- 
ly munificence  erected  by  Kerim  ;  amongst  others,  a  bason  half 
a  mile  in  length,  covered  over  like  Exeter  'Change ;  and  a  mosque, 
of  which  the  architecture  is  highly  praised.  He  never  assumed 
the  title  of  king,  contenting  himself  with  the  appellation  of  Va-r 
kil,  or  deputy.  His  death,  in  1779,  was  the  signal  of  new  dis- 
turbances, ot  which  we  shall  particularize  those  only  which  led 
to  important  consequences. 

Whilst  in  the  south  the  family  of  Kerim  disputed  the  suc- 
cession to  the  empire,  the  eunucn  Aga  Mohamed  Khan,  whom 
Kerim  held  in  confinement  in  Shiraz,  contrived  to  escape ;  and 
flying  to  die  north  of  Persia,  where  his  relations  held  elevated 
;  .  stations, 
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atatiQns,  subjected  to  his  dominion  the  provinces  bordering  on  the 
Caspian.  The  son  of  Kerim,  his  brother,  and  another  relation, 
paid  successively  the  forfeit  of  their  ambition.  Ali  Morad,  also 
related  to  the  vakeel,  succeeded  to  their, authority,  and  enjoyed 
for  near  five  years  the  dominion  of  the  southern  provinces.  His 
death,  in  1784,  paved  the  way  for  Jaffier  Khan,  a  nephew  of 
Kerim. 

Jaffier  Khan  reigned  four  years,  a  period  filled  with  disorders, 
and  marked  by  several  rebellions.  Notwithstanding  his  personal 
courage,  success,  rarely  attended  his  arms.  Aga  Mohamed,  his 
most  formidable  rival,  extended  his  power  to  the  centre  of  Persia, 
and  established  the  seat  of  his  empire  in  Tahiran,  where  his  suc- 
cessor still  continues  to  reside.  It  was  during  this  period  that  Cap* 
tain  Franklin  visited  Persia,  who  has  furnished  an  account  of  his 
interview  with  Jaffier  Khan :  in  the  following  year,  1788,  that 
prince  was  assassinated  by  two  of  his  officers. 

Latif  Ali  Khan,  fon  of  Jaffier  Khan,  found  means  to  gain  pof* 
feffion  of  Shiraz,  after  various  vie  1  flit udes  of  fortune,  and  to  efla- 
blifh  his  authority  over  the  province  of  Fars.  The  reft  of  Perfia, 
excluGve  of  the  Abdalli  pofTeffions,  had  for  fome  time  been  fub- 
je&ed  to  the  cpntroul  of  the  eunuch  Aga  Mohamed  Khan,  who 
carried  his  arms  into  the  only  remaining  pofieflion  of  the  houfe 
of  Kerim.  His  campaign  of  1789}  was  diftinguifhed  by  a  fignal 
vi&ory  and  an  unfucceisful  fiege ;  and,  disappointed  in  his  defigt} 
of  making  himfelf  matter  of  Shiraz,  Aga  Mohamed  retraced  his 
fteps  to  fahiran,  now  the  capital  of  Perfia.  Latif  Ali  availed 
himfelf  of  his  retreat  to  attempt  the  redu&ion  of  Kerman  j  but 
the  defeftion  of  his  confidential  minifter,  who  poiTefied  himr 
felf  of  Shiraz,  in  his  mailer's  abfence,  and  called  in  the  aid  of 
Aga  Mohamed,  completed  the  ruin  of  this  young  prince,  worthy 
of  a  happier  deftiny.  This  event  occurred  in  the  year  1 790 ;  but 
the  heroic,  though  unhappy  efforts  of  Latif  Ali,  procraftinated  h'u 
fate  till  the  year  1 794.  Now  a  foKtary  fugitive,  and  now  at  the 
head  of  a  confiderable  force,  his  a&ivity  and  refolution  fpread 
alarm  over  the  whole  extent  of  the  empire,  till,  taken  prifoner  on 
the  capture  of  die  city  of  Kerman,  he  was  put  to  death  by  order 
of  Aga  Mohamed,  in  the  25th  year  of  his  age.  In  his  ptrton  ter- 
minated the  fhort-lived  dynafty  eftabliflied  by  Kerim  Khan  in  Shi- 
raz, in  the  year  1748. 

Aga  Mohamed  now  beheld  all  the  provinces,  which  we  have 
enumerated  as  conftituting  the  empire  of  Kerim.  united  under  his 
fway.  He  died  in  the  following  year  1 795,  and  his  nephew,  Fa- 
tah Ali  Shah,  quietly  afcended  the  vacant  throne.  This  prince, 
like  his  predeccflbr,  holds  ^ts  court  in  the  city  of  Tahiran,  c  a  city 
of  confiderable  fize,  •  fays  Mr  Waring,  c  and  niw  the  capital  of 

tol.  x.  n#.  19.  £  Peifia. 
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PcTfia.  It  is  fitoate'  (fituated)  c  in  a  plain,  andwexperiences  equal 
fcverity  of  heat  and  cold  ;  it  is  about  twelve  marches  to  the  Caf- 
pian,  and  little  more  to  Ifpahan.'  Our  readers  will  find  the  mo- 
dern capital  of  Perfia,  m  the  maps  of  the  accurate  D'Anville, 
nearly  equidiftnnt  from  the  city  of  Cazvin,  and  the  ruins  of  the  far- 
famed  RaT.  Its  pofition,  according  to  the  geographer,  is  much 
nearer  to  the  Cafpian  than  to  the  city  of  Iipahan.  As  a  fpecimen 
of  our  author's  flyle,  we  infert  his  account  of  the  prefent  king  of 
Perfia. 

*  The  prefent  king  of  Ver(h  afcended  the  throne  under  a  variety  of 
advantages,  which  rarely  occur  in  a  country  where  the  only  claim  to  fo- 
vereiglity  depends  upon  the  fword.  At  the  time  of  hi*  uncle's  deceafe 
he  was  at  Shiraz ;  upon  this  event  he  advanced  towards  Tahiran,  and 
was  fortunate  enough  to  gain  pofleffion  of  this  important  place.  It  waa 
*t  this  place  where  all  the  treafure  of  the  empire  was  dtpofited,  and  the 
families  of  all  the  principal  officers  of  the  realm.  He,  by  this  means, 
fecured  the  affe&ions,  of  the  foldiery,  and  the  fidelity  of  all  the  principal 
officers  of  (late,  Haji  Ibrahim,  the  moft  confiderable  and  refpectahle 
perfon  in  the  empire,  declared  himfelf  in  his  favour ;  and  it  was  chiefly 
owing  to  hi  a  exertion  and  influence,  that  the  king  met  with  fo  little  re- 
finance in  the  accomplishment  of  his  wifhes. 

*  Fatah  Ali  Shah,  the  prefent  king,  is  about  feven- and- twenty  years  of 
age  ;  he  is  a  Ktjer,  an  inconfiderable  tribe  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
rl  ahiran,  and  of  no  repute  before  the  acceffion  of  Aga  Mohamed  Khan 
to  the  throne  of  Perfia. *  Indetd,  during  the  reign  of  Kerim  Khan, 
they  were  in  gereral  difrepute,  nothing  being  more  common  than  the 
people  of  the  bazar  refufinfc  to  fell  them  any  article,  on  the  plea  that 
they  had  nothing  fit  for  a  Kcjer  fwfficiently  bad  and  vile,  f  But  now, 
owing  to  the  very  great  partiality  the  king  evinces  for  his  tribe,  they 
have  become  the  moft  confiderable  people  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  the 
name  of  Ktjer  is  d«tefted  and  feared  in  every  part  of  the  empire  of  Per- 
fia.  A II  the  refponfible  trufts  are  conferred  upon  them:  and  the  pre- 
fent governor  of  Ifpahao,  and  of  the  diftri6t  of  Irac,  was  elevated  from 
his  former  fit  nation  of  a  feller  of  greens,  to  his  prefent  ftation,  merely 
becaufe  be  was  a  Ktjer. 

4  The  manners  of  the  king  are  faid  to  be  very  dignified,  though  at  the 
fame  time  very  affable  and  prepofTcffing  ;  and  he  is  allowed  to  poflefs  all 
the  exterior  accoinplifhmeutt  of  a  Perfian.     Ju  his  perfon  he  is  fuperior 

to 

*  Ail  great  men  have  an  illuftious  pedigree.  It  is  faid  the  prime 
minifter,  whom  Nadir  Shah  feduced  the  unfortunate  Tahmafp  Shah  to 
murder,  wa*  an  a  net  ft  or  of  the  prefent  royal  family.  He  was  a  name- 
fake,  and  a  Kejtr. 

f  A  pa  Mohamed  Khan  was  a  ftate  prifoner  during  the  reign  of  the 
Vakil  iCerim  Khan.  Upon  his  acctffion  to  the  throne,  he  dug  up  his 
body,  and  deftroyed  the  grave  of  his  lUuftrioui  acd 'lamented  xredeceffor. 
liaw  the  tablet  in  one  of  the  gardeta. 
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to  mod  men  ;  and  the  immenfe  length  of  his  beard  (a  gift  highly  talued 
by  the  Perfians)  is  a  perpetual  theme  of  difcourfe  and  admiration.  He 
has  been  engaged  in  no  military  enterprife,  and,  in  confluence  of  this, 
•  the  public  opinion  denies  him  the  only  Pcrfian  virtue,  courage.  %  Hit 
annual  expeditions  towards  Khorafin  are  made  with  the  view  of  en- 
gaging the  attention  of  his  fabje&s,  and  ace u doming-  his  troops  to  the 
fatigues  of  actual  fervice,  but  without  the  fmalleft  defign  of  attempting 
the  reduction  of  that  ^province.  The  great  eft  bletnifh  io  his  charade r, 
i%  the  murder  of  Haji  Ibrahim,  who  had  regarded  him  as  a  fon,  and 
who  had  evinced  for  him  the  affection  of  a  father.  It  is  faid  that  the 
miniftcr  ufed  to  take  greater  liberties  than  the  extent  of  his  fcrvices  al- 
lowed ;  but  I  know  of  uo  excufe  which  can  palliate  fuch  barbarous  in- 
humanity. 

*  The  court  of  Tahiran  is  faid  (by  thofe  who  have  had  many  oppor- 
tunities of  judging}  to  be  very  magnificent  and  fplendid,  and  in  every 
refpect  becoming  the  fovereign  of  an  extenfive  and  flouriihing  empire. 
When  the  king  receives  any  one  in  ftate,  his  fons,  who  are  very  numer- 
ous, ftand  in  a  line  from  the  throne ;  *  his  minifters  and  officers  of 
date  behind  them ;  and  in  the  avenues  are  perhaps  more  than  two  thou- 
sand golami  fhahis  fumptuoufly  clothed.  The  mafter  of  the  ceremonies 
introduces  the  flranger  ;  and  every  thing  is  conducted  with  the  greatefl 
decency  and  folemnity.  Pcrmiffion  of  being  feated  in  the  pretence  of 
the  king  is  only  granted  to  embafladors,  and  envoys  of  foreign  ftates, 

.and  to,  I  believe,  the  Shaikh  al  I  Ham,  as  the  chief  prie  It  of  the  Moflem 
religion.  The  king  fometimes  wears  his  regalia ;  and  by  allowing  the 
rays  of  the  fun  to  rail  upon  him,  I  have  heard  it  was  impoffible  to  be- 
hold him  with  any  degree  of  iteadinefs.  His  jewels  are  fuppofed  to  be 
fuperior  to  any  potentate's  in  the  world  ;  indeed  it  would  be  furpriiing 
were  it  otherwife,  as  he  has  poueued  himfelf  of  all  the  valuable  jewels 
in  his  empire. 

'  The  king  has  now  reigned  above  feven  years ;  and  were  it  pofUble 
to  form  an  opinion  on  the  duration  of  a  defpotic  government,  he  has  e- 
very  profpe&  of  reigning  for  a  much  longer  period.  His  brother,  Huf- 
fun  Culi  Khan,  who  twice  threw  off  his  allegiance,  is  now  in  a  place 
of  fan&uary,  which,  I  believe,  the  king  refpedfcs  more  on  account  of 
the  entreaties  of  his  mother,  than  from  any  reverence  he  entertains  for 
the  place  itfelf.  f  He  is,  however,  guarded  with  the  ftrictefl  vigi- 
lance, and  it  is  almoft  impoffible  for  him  to  effect  his  efcape. 

E  2     -  «  The 

%  I  have  frequently  heard  the  Peri! ins  fay,  that  the  king  did  not  de- 
fer ve  the  throne,  becaufe  he  had  not  won  it  by  the  fword. 

*  His  family  amounts  to  above  fifty,  feveral  of  whom  were  born  on 
the  fame  day. 

f  I  learnt,  on  my  laft  vifit  to  Bufliir,  that,  his  mother  Was  dead. 
She  was  mother  to  both  the  brothers,  and  was  excetfively  fond  of  her 
youugeH  fon.     By  all  accounts  (he  was  a  woman  of  confi  jerable  abili*> 
and  was  highly  refpc&ed  by  all  claiTes  of  people. 
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*  The  kiug's  elded  fon,  Mihr  All  Khan*  is  an  enterprifiag  young 
man,  much  efteemed  by  the  foldiers  and  military  officers ;  and  as  hit 
illegitimacy  deprives  him  of  alt  hope  of  peaceably  fucceeding  his  father, 
it  is  difficult  to  fay  what  the  intrigues  of  difcon  tented  noblemen  might  not 
excite  him  to  attempt.  He  has  frequently  declared  to  the  king  his  r*» 
ther,  that  the  fword  fhould  either  fecure  or  deprive  him  of  the  throne  ; 
and  that  it  was  his  determination  to  overcome  the  obftacles  which  were 
placed  in  his  way.  Such  is  the  fituation  of  princes  in  a  defpotifm,  that 
it  is  the  only  means  they  have  of  preferring  their  lives  ;  and  in  the  t- 
vent  of  the  king's  death,  Perfia  will  again  be  deluged  with  blood  :  far 
as  the  princes  are  the  governors  of  various  diitri&s  in  the  empire,  they 
fcai'e  each  the  means  of  averting  their  claims  to  the  throne. 

*  The  king  of  Perfia  has  revived  a  tafle  for  literature,  fo  fcandaloufly 
negleded  by  his  predeceflurs.  He  is  himfeff  a  man  of  confiderable  ta&e 
cad  erudition,  and  is  alfo  a  tolerable  poet.  As  it  is  an  unufual  ctrcum- 
ftance  for  fovereigns  to  be  poets,  I  venture  to  produce  a  fpecimeu  of 
his  compofitioBv 

"  If  thou  wert  to  difplav  thy  beauties,  my  beloved,  to  Vamec,  he 
would  facrifice  the  life  of  Azra  at  the  ftirine  of  thy  perfections. 

"  If  Yufuf  beheld  thy  charms,  he  would  think  no  more  of  Zu- 
lekha. 

"  Come  to  me,  and  comply  with  my  wimes ;  give  me  no  further 
promifes  of  to-morrow. 

M  When  the  miftrefi  of  Khacan  approached  him  with  a  hundred 
graqps,  one  glance  captivated  his  heart.  " 

The  most  surprising  part  of  this  account,  we  think,  is  the  ex- 
tent of  Fatah  Ali's  small  family.  A  prince  of  twenty-seven  years 
of  age  with  fifty  children  !  Proh  dcum  at  que  hominum  fidtm  ! 
We  can  scarcely  help  suspecting  a  typographical  error,  and  that 
our  author  means  to  assign  thirty-seven  or  forty-seven  years  for 
the  age  of  Fatah  Ali.  Even  in  countries  where  polygamy  is  prac- 
tised, this  circumstance  is  calculated  to  excite  astonishment. 
The  Persian  historians  frequently  mention  the  number  of  sons 
left  by  a  deceased  monarch ;  and  allowing  an  equal  number  of 
daughters,  we  must  still  acknowledge  Fatah  Ali  to  be  by  far  the 
most  prolific  monarch  of  whom  history  makes  mention.  Should 
he  attain  the  age  of  sixty,  and  his  posterity  increase  in  a  similar 
proportion,  his  subjects  will  have  occasion  tor  all  their  arithmetic 
to  ascertain  the  number  of  their  princes. 

We  find  the  following  account  of  the  present  state  of  the  mi- 
litary force. 

*  The  military  force  of  Perfia  confifU  chiefly  of  cavalry ;  and  it  is 
only  when  they  are  going  againfi  a  fort  that  they  make  ufe  of  infantry.. 
The  troops  are  clothed,  furnimed  with  horfes,  arms,  &c.  at  the  ex- 
penfe  of  the  king  ;  and  the  pay  which  they  receive  is  from  ten  to  fifteen 
tuman  a  year  j  in  addition  to  this,  they  are  fupplied  with  an  allowance 
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of  barley  and  ftraw  for  their  horfes,  and  wheat,  rice,  and  butter  for 
themfelves.  They  receive  alfo  fomething  under  the  head  of  inam,  a 
prefent,  but  this  I  believe  to  be  very  uncertain.  This  pay,  however, 
it  very  great ;  for  when  we  confider  t\ie  valne  of  money  in  Perfia, 
(which  I  look  upon  to  be  four  or  five  times  greater  than  in  England), 
and  the  fupplies  which  they  receive,  it  will  appear  that  their  yearly  pay 
amounts  to  fifty  or  fixty  guineas. 

*  When  the  king  puts  himfelf  at  the  head  of  his  army,  the  different 
ferkardaa  (chieftains)  are  ordered  to  aflemble  their  troops;  and  the 

.king,  having  pledges  in  his  hands  for  the  fidelity  of  his  foldiers,  is  cer- 
tain of  having  an  army  of  fifty  or  fixty  thoufand  men  in  a  few  days, 
Befides  thefe  troops,  there  is  another  body  called  Yholam  Shahis  ( (laves 
of  the  king),  and  who  are  confidered  to  be  the  choicefl  troops  in  the 
empire.  Thqy  have  charge  of  the  king's  perfon,  receive  greater  pay, 
and  are  clothed  in  a  more  expenfive  manner  than  the  regular  cavalry. 

<  Thefe  may  be  about  twenty  thoufand  ;  but  the  flower  of  this  corps 
is  formed  into  a  body  of  about  four  thoufand,  who  are  diftinguifhed  by 
the  exceffive  richnefs  of  their  drefs,  and  the  infolence  of  their  beha- 
viour. ' 

We  hare  already  hinted  our  suspicions,  that  some  inaccuracy 
might  be  discovered  in  that  part  of  Mr  Waring's  work  whicn 
claims  more  particularly  the  charm  of  novelty.  Can  it  be  won- 
dered at,  if,  during  so  snort  a  residence,  he  was  unable  to  procure 
accurate  information  on  so  great  a  variety  of  topics  as  his  work 
embraces  ?  The  revenue  of  the  sovereign  is  stated  to  consist  in 
the  rents  derived  from  an  eighth  part  of  the  lands  j  the  remaining 
seven  eighths  belong  to  the  subject. 

*  One  eighth  of  the  lands  in  Fars  and  Irac  is  probably  pofTefled  by 
the  king  ;  the  remainder  by  his  fubje&s.  The  produce  of  thefe  lands 
are  fubje£t  to  two  divifions,  the  one  called  Nukd,  and  the  other  Jinfi  ; 
or,  in  other' words,  the  former  yielding  produce  for  manufacture,  as 
cotton,  filk,  &c. ;  and  the  latter  crops  of  grain.  Thofe  who  cultivate 
land  belonging  to  the  king,  either  Nukd  or  Jinfi,  pay  a  rent  of  half 
the  produce,  befides  the  deduction  which  is  made  on  account  of  the 
feed ;  the  king,  however,  fupplies  cattle  for  drawing  water,  and  digs 
wells  at  his  own  expenfe.  * 

On  this  statement,  we  beg  leave  to  remark,  that  the  lands  of 
Hindustan,  by  the  institutions  of  Acber,  were  in  like  manner 
divided  into  Nukd  and  Jinsi ;  but  that  those  terms  had  an  accep- 
tation conformable  to  their  real  meaning,  and  altogether  different 
from  that  stated  by  Mr  Waring,  which  is  contrary  to  their  signi- 
fication. The  Nukdi  lands  were  those  of  which  the'  rents  were 
paid  in  money  ;  the  rents  of  the  Jinsi  were  paid  in  kind.  Now, 
the  word  Nuicd  signifies  ready  money  ;  whilst  Jinsi  signifies  the 
article*  the.  commodity.  It  is  therefore  manifest,  that  the  same 
regulations  prevailed  in  both  countries,  in  the  same  sense  j  and 
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that  no  terms  could  be  more  injudiciously  selected  to  express  die 
meaning  which  Mr  Waring  assigns  them. 

We  wish  Mr  Waring  had  enabled  us  to  furnish  a  connected 
account  of  the  celebrated  sect,  who,  under  the  name  of  Wahe- 
bis, threaten  the  extirpation  of  the  faith  of  Mohamed,  in  the 
countries  where  it  first  struck  root,  and  whom  we  have,  on  a 
former  occasion,  introduced  to  the  acquaintance  of  our  readers.  * 
He  supplies  us,  however,  with  only  a  few  insulated  facts,  and 
these  without  date. 

€  Abdul  Waheb  was  a  native  of  Ajen,  a  town  in  the  province 
of  Ai  Ared.  *  This  district  skirts  the  desert,  and  lies  east  of  the 
tract  which  extends  between  Mecca  and  Medina.  He  is  repre- 
sented as  a  man  of  erudition,  having  pursued  his  studies  succes- 
sively at  Basora,  Baghdad,  and  Damascus.  His  first  converts"" 
were  made  in  his  native  city  j  and,  before  his  death,  Abdul  Wa- 
heb saw  the  whole  of  the  district  converted  to  his  tenets,  and 
subjected  to  his  authority.  The  tenets  which  Mr  Waring  assigns 
to  the  Wahebis  are  the  following. 

*  That  there  is  one  juft  and  wife  God  ;  that  all  thofe  perfons  called 
prophets,  are  only  to  be  confidered  as  juft  and  virtuous  men  ;  and  that 
there  never  exifted  an  infpired  work,  nor  an  infpired  writer.  The  ufe 
of  tobacco,  opium,  and  coflee  was  interdicted.  Among  a  number  of 
the  civil  ordinances  of  the  Wahebis  are  the  following.  Illegal  to  levy- 
duties  on  goods  the  property  of  a  Modern  ;  on  fpecie,  two  and  a  half 
per  cent.  ;  land  watered  naturally,  to  pay  ten  per  cent.  ;  artificially,  five 
per  cent.  The  revenues  of  conquered  countries  to  belong  to  the  com- 
munity :  the  revenues  to  be  divided  into  five  parts  ;  one  to  be  given  to 
the  general  treafury,  the  reft  to  be  kept  where  collected,  to  be  allotted 
for  the  good  of  the  community,  for  travellers,  and  charitable  purpofes  : 
a  Moflem,  who  deviates  from  the  precepts  of  the  Coran,  to  be  treated 
as  an  infidel  z  the  deftruction  of  magnificent  tombs,  a  neceflary  a£l  of 
devotion.  * 

It  may  be  presumed,  that,  at  the  commencement,  the  new  sec- 
tary did  not  venture  to  reject  entirely  the  doctrine  of  Mohamed  ; 
or  perhaps  the  term  c  Moslem '  does  not  here  apply  to  the  fol- 
lowers of  Mohamed,  but  to  those  oriental  illuminati.  The  word 
in  its  original  sense,  signifies  saved,  one  who  obtains  salvation, 
and  may  be  transferred  by  these  sectaries  to  themselves.  The 
injunction  respecting  the  Coran  may  possibly  be  limited  to  the 
observances  it  enjoins  \  for  the  faith  it  inculcates  is  incompatible 
with  the  doctrines  we  have  detailed, 

AbduJ  Aziz  succeeded  to  the  spiritual  authority,  and  to  the 
temporal  power  of  Abdul  Waheb*  and  carried  both  to  a  much 
greater  extent.  Two  armies,  sent  against  him  by  the  Pacha  of 
Baghdad,  were  weakened  by  his  address,  and  discomfited  by  hi* 

valour, 

*   See  Vol.  VIII.  p.  4  I— 43* 
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valour.  An  expedition,  led  by  the  sheriff  of  Mecca  in  1794, 
was  not  more  successful.  The  Atubis,  the  most  powerful  of  the 
tribes  who  inhabit  the  coast,  have  adopted  the  tenets  of  the  Wa- 
hebis,  and  controul  the  navigation  of  the  Persian  Gulph.  The 
holy  shrine  at  Carbela,  where  the  pious  Moslems  annually  wept 
the  untimely  death  of  the  sons  of  Ali,  was  attacked  by  the  Wa- 
hebis  in  1802,  the  tombs  destroyed,  and  the  town  ransacked. 

'  The  force  of  the  Wahebis  is  very  confiderable,  probably  eighty  or 
ninety  thoufand.  Whenever  an  expedition  is  undertaken,  the  chiefs  are 
dire&ed  to  be  at  a  certain  place  hy  fuch  a  time :  and  it  is  fo  contrived* 
that  a  large  body  fliall  meet  at  a  particular  fpot,  without  knowing  the 
defigns  of  their  leader.  This  force  is  generally  mounted  ou  camels, 
and  their  arms  are  chiefly  a  fvvord  and  a  fpear.  They  have  few  guns  or 
matchlocks  ;  jhofe  which  th«*y  have  are  very  bad. 

*  Since  finifhing  this,  intelligence  has  been  received,  of  their  having 
attacked  and  plundered  Taif,  Mecca,  and  Medina.  They  have,  in 
confequence,  violated  the  facred  law*  which  forbids  armed  men  ap- 
proaching within  a  certain  diftance  of  the  temple. 

*  They  have  thus  deftroyedthe  foundation  tlone  of  Mohamedanifm  : 
and  this  mighty  fabric,  which  at  one  period  bade  defiance  to  all  Eu- 
rope, falls,  on  the  firft  attack,  at  the  feet  of  an  Arab  reformer.  The 
event  may  make  a  great  change  in  the  Mohamedau  world  j  for  it  ap- 
pears to  me  almoft  certain,  that  the  pilgrimages  to  Mecca  have  had 
nearly  as  great  an  effe&  in  fupporting  this  religion,  ^as  the  firft  victories* 
and  conqueils  of  Mohamed. 

4  At  my  laft  vifit  to  Bufhir  (1804),  I  heard  the  intelligence  of  Ab- 
dul Aziz  having  been  aHTafiinated.  ' 

Nearly  a  third  part  of  this  publication  is  occupied  in  'criticisms 
and  specimens  of  Persian  poetry,  with  parallel  passages  sometime* 
subjoined  from  Virgil  and  Horace.  But  the  European  reader  can 
judge  of  the  merit  of  Ferdusi  and  Hafiz,  only  through  the  me- 
dium of  Mr  Champion's  verse,  or  Mr  Waring's  prose  ;  whilst 
the  Italian  muse  appears  in  the  mellifluous  harmony  of  her  native 
numbers.  To  render  the  comparison  at  all  just,  Mr  Waring 
should  have  translated  the  passages  <ie  quotes  from  the  Roman 
poets,  into  English  prose.  The  inferiority  of  the  former  would 
certainly  prove  less  striking. 

We  by  no  means  feel  disposed,  on  this  occasion,  to  discuss  the 
comparative  merits  of  the  poets  of  the  East  and  West.  What- 
ever may  be  the  charms  of  Persian  poetry,  the  language  is  not 
Hkely  ever  to  be  studied  by  the  literati  of' Europe;  and  their 
poets  will,  consequently,  never  be  properly  appreciated.  To 
translate  poetry,  the  translator  must  be  himself  a  poet.  There, 
is,  certainly,  no  Persian  work  of  considerable  length,  which  can  - 
command  admiration  as  a  whole  *,  but  we  will  venture  to  affirm, 
that  numerous  passages  may  be  selected  from  the  best  writers, 
which  will  stand  a  comparison  with  those  of  any  other  nation. 
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But  whence  comes  it  that  their  beauties  vanish  the  moment  they 
are  transfused  into  a  different  language  ?  Do  they  consist  less  hi 
the  thought  than  in  a  singular  felicity  of  expression,  which  un- 
questionably constitutes  the  charm  of  poetry,  as  much  as  the- 
idea  it  conveys  ?  May  it  not  be  asked,  whether  we  should  be 
Very  ardent  admirers  of  Virgil  or  Horace,  if  we  knew  those 
writers  only  through  the  translations  of  Trapp  or  Creech  ?  It  b 
probable  the  Persian  poets  may  not  have  been  even  so  fortunate. 

Though  we  have  not  been  able  to  bestow  high  commendations 
on  this  publication,  it  has  left  us  a  favourable  impression  of  the 
talents  of  its  author.  Should  he  ever  happen  to  suspect  that 
knowledge  is  not  to  be  acquired  by  intuition,  nor  nations  judged- 
of  as  individuals,  and  that  to  doubt  and  to  inquire,  is  at  least  as 
philosophic  as  to  decide  and  dogmatise,  his  future  ^productions 
will  certainly  be  deserving  of  attention,  from  persons  whom  the 
subject  may  happen  to  interest. 


Art.  V.  The  Substance  of  the  Speech  delivered  in  the  Committee  of 
Finance^  29.  January  1807,  by  tlie  Right  Honourable  Lord  Henry, 
Petty.  With  the  necessary  Tables,  and  an  Appendix,  contain- 
ing the  Plans  of  Lord  Castlereagh  and  Mr  Johnston.  8vo. 
pp.  116.     London,  1807. 

A  s  the  wants  of  the  State,  whatever  may  be  their  extent,  must 
•**•  be  fully  supplied ;  and  as  they  can  only  be  supplied  by 
contributions  levied  on  the  internal  resources  of  the  country,  our 
readers  will  readily  conceive,  that  the  skill  of  the  financier  must 
be  displayed,  not  in  removing,  but  in  palliating  the  evils  of  taxa- 
tion,— not  in  really  lightening  a  load,  which  must  be  norne  in  its 
full  extent,  but  in  rendering  it  more  tolerable,  by  a  more  equal  dis- 
tribution of  its  pressure.  There  is  no  way  but  one,  either  of  bpr- 
rowing  money,  or  of  paying  debt.  It  is  quite  chimerical,  therer 
fore,  to  expect  that  any  real  saving  can  accrue  to  the  public  from 
those  arrangements  of  finance,  which  consist  merely  in  blending, 
or  in  combining,  those  very  simple  operations.  Their  object,  in- 
deed, is  not  to  save,  but  to  modify  and  regulate, — either  to  re- 
lieve the  existing  generation,  by  drawing  on  the  more  ample  reT 
sources  of  a  future  age,  or  to  relieve  posterity  at  the  expense 
of  the  existing  generation.  If  the  expenditure  of  a  state  is  at 
any  time  increased  much  beyond  its  usual  rate,  from  the  frequent 
occurrence  of  war,  or  from  any  other  unforeseen  emergence*  it 
would  be  obviously  most  unjust  to  load  one  generation  beyond  its 
strength,  and  entirely  to  relieve  posterity  from  burdens,  which  are 
imposed  as  much  for  their  benefit  and  security,  as  for  that  of 
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their  fottfedlM.  It  would  be  also  very  inexpedient ;  because 
the  height  Which,  if  hid  on  aH  sit  once,  would  crush  the  prosper 
tiff  of  a  country,  may  be  so  divided  and  lightened,  by  being 
gradually  increased,  as  to  allow  its  growing  resources  freely  to 
expand,  and  the  fund  from  which  future  exertions  must  be  made, 
to  be  proportionally  enlarged,  so  as  to  meet  with  ease  the  pres^ 
tare  even  of  heavier  demand*.  It  is  the  grtat  and  distinguishing 
excellence  of  the  funding  system,  that  it  enables  the  statesman  to 
!evy  contribution*  on  future  ages,  and  thus  furnishes  him  with 
ample  tesodrces  for  the  execution  of  great  defcighs  ;  arid  though 
in  its  excess  k  may  degenerate  into  an  intolerable  grievance,  and 
may  even  strike  at  tM  root  of  national  prosperity,  yet,  in  its 
milder  operation,  it  does  not  in  any  great  degree  retard  the  ad* 
vancement  of  a  thriving  country,  it  lops  dff  orfly  the  redundant 
branches,  while  thfe  massy  trunk,  untouched  and  unimpaired,  is 
left  to  renew,  for  a  future  age,  its  frfesh  arid  more  abundant 
foliage. 

It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  by  furnishing  an  easy  me- 
thod  of  raising  present  supplies,  the  funding  system  may  tempt  the 
indolence  or  the  rtshnesft  of  statesmen  to  carry  it  to  too  great  a 
length.  It  is  evident,  that  if  the  debt  of  a  nation  be  regularly  and 
rapidly  increasing,  so  that  in  each  successive  year  it  becomes  ne- 
cessary to  mortgage  a  greater  proportion  of  its  annual  revenue,  thfc 
period  mitst  arrive  sooner  or  later,  when  it  will  be  impossible  to 
make  any  further  addition  to  its  burdens.  In  these  circumstances, 
however  strongly  any  measure  may  be  recommended  by  consider- 
ations df  public  utility,  yet,  if  it  increases  the  expenses  of  the 
state,  it  cannot  be  adopted  without  the  certainty,  or  at  least  the 
imminent  hazard,  of  national  bankruptcy.  The  most  effectual, 
and  indeed  the  only  method  of  guarding  against  this  calamity,  is 
to  establish,  at  the  period  when  the  debt  is  first  contracted,  a  fund 
for  its  final  redemption ;  and  thus,  while  the  resources  of  poste- 
rity are  freely  anticipated,  at  the  same  time  to  provide  the  certain 
means  of  their  future  relief.  The  design  of  the  funding  system 
Is  to  lighten  the  burden  of  an  uncommonly  heavy  expenditure,  by 
Extending  it  over  a  succession  of  generations  ;  wnile  the  system  of 
femking  funds  fixes  a  period  for  the  discharge  of  these  incum- 
brances, and  thus  prevents  any  one  generation  from  being  over- 
whelmed by  the  consolidated  debt  of  apes.  By  invariably  combin- 
ing the  expedient  of  borrowing  with  the  practice  of  establishing  a 
sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  debt,  the  extremes  of  two  oppo-* 
site  systems  are  hi  a  manner  tempered  and  balanced ;  we  are  en- 
abled to  avoid  the  inconveniences  peculiar  to  each,  and  to  avail  our- 
selves of  all  their  advantages,  witnout  any  of  their  evils. 

In  almost  every  state  where  the  funding  system  has  been  adopted* 
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it  has  been  abused.  Statesmen  hav*  considered  it  as  an  easy  way  erf 
raising  present  supplies ;  and  they  have  troubled  themselves  very 
little  about  the  consequences  to  which  they  must  have  perceived  it 
would  lead.  In  Britain,  after  a  few  feeble  and  fruitless  attempts  to 
check  the  undue  increase  of  the  national  debt,  our  provident  ances- 
tors seem  to  have  Consigned  the  interests  of  posterity  to  utter  obli- 
vion. They  appear  to  have  imagined  that  the  .national  debt  was  a 
sort  of  sacred  inheritance,  which,  along  with  oar  rights  and  liber- 
ties, it  was  their  duty  to  transmit  unimpaired  to  their  children.  It 
is  true,  indeed,  that  in  the  system  of  nuance  pursued  immediately 
after  the  revolution,  various  expedients  were  devised  for  prevent- 
ing an  indefinite  increase  of  this  debt.  The  partial  system  of  re- 
demption adopted  at  that  time,  was  however  naturally  relin- 
quished for  the  more  comprehensive  scheme  of  a  general  fund 
established  in  1716  by  Sir  Robert  Walpole,  and  rendered  appli- 
cable to  the  discharge  of  the  whole  debt.  The  history  of  this 
fund  is  well  known  ;  it  was  encroached  upon,  on  every  real  or 
fancied  emergence,  till  it  was  at  last  wholly  alienated  from  its 
original  purpose.  No  attempt  was  afterwards  made  to  limit  the 
amount  of  the  national  debt  till  the  year  1786>  when  the  annual 
sum  of  one  million  was  set  apart  for  that  purpose.  In  1 792, 
200,000L  was  voted  to  be  annually  added  to  it;  and  another  sink- 
ing fund  was  established  of  1  per  cent,  on  all  future  loans.  Both 
those  sinking  funds  amounted,  on  the  5th  February  1807,  to 
about  8,339,7091. 

In  order  itill  further  to  a(Eft  the  effe&  of  thefe  falutary  mea- 
sures, Mr  Pitt  adopted  the  refolution  of  raifing  part  of  the  fup- 
plies  within  the  year*  this  refolution  he  carried  into  effe&  by 
means  of  an  increafe  in  the  aficiTed  taxes.  By  this  plan,  aided  by 
voluntary  contributions,  a  fum  of  6,ooo,oool.  was  railed  withiu 
the  year  1797-  In  1798  the  income-tax  was  fubftituted  in  its 
itead,  which  it  was  fuppofed  would  more  effectually  accomplish 
the  object  of  the  former  meafure.  Since  the  year  1 797,  when 
the  principle  of  raifing  the  fupplies  within  the  year  was  firll  adopt* 
ed,  it  has  been  carried  to  a  much  greater  extent.  In  addition  to 
the  income*  or  property-tax,  other  taxes  have  been  impeded,  by 
which  the  war-taxes  have  bten  brought  up  to  the  immenfe  fum 
of  2i,ooo,oool.  It  is  poffible,  however,  that  this  fyltem,  aflifted 
as  it  is  by  the  conftantly  increafing  action  ot  the  finking  fund,  may 
be  puihed  too  far,  and  may  ultimately  prefs  too  heavily  on  the 
crowing  resources  of  the  country.  The  plan  of  finance  brought 
forward  by  Lord  Henry  Petty  feems  to  be  framed  with  a  view  to 
guard  againft  this  evil.  It  is  calculated  to  relieve  the  pre  lent  ge- 
neration, and  to  throw  proportionally  a  greater  burden  on  po*teri- 
*/..   Xhjs  is  alfo  the  obje&  of  the  funding  fyftem  j  but  the  pre  fen  t 
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plan \$  an  extension  of  that  fyftem*  it. carries  it  a  ftep  forthen 
By  the  funding  fyftem,  the  principal  is  borrowed,  and  taxes  arc 
laid  on  to  pay  the  entered.;  by  Lord  Henry  Petty's  plan,  both 
principal  and  interefl  are  borrowed,  and  taxes  are  only  impofed  to 
pay  the  interefl  of  a  fum  equal  tor  the  interefl  .of  the  principal,  i.  e. 
the  interefl  of  the  intercft.  It  is  evident  that  this  fyftem  can  only 
afford  a  temporary  refpite  from  taxation.  By  borrowing  the  in* 
iereft  at  prefect,  we  can  only  hope  to  delay  its  payment  till  a 
more  convenient  feafon.  The  circumilances  of  a  country  mayf 
however,  render  it  expedient  to  have  recourfe  to  meafures  of  thU 
nature. 

When  we  conGder  the  prefent  fituation  of  Britain,  we  cannot  * 
hefitate  as  to  the  expediency,  if  not  the  neceffity,  of  preventing,  as 
Far  as  pofiible,  any  further  addition  to  her  burdens.  We  do  not 
think  that  in  this  country  taxation  can  be  carried  much  further 
without  degenerating  into  a  fyftem  of  the  moft  vexatious  and 
grinding  oppreffion.  The  taxes  on  luxurious  confumption,  which 
are  in  e,very  refpeQ  the  mofl  eligible,  and  the  leaft  opprefuve, 
fecm  to  have  reached  their  natural  limit,  Almofl  all  commodi- 
ties pay  about  double  or  triple  their  original  value  in  taxes  ;  every 
transfer  of  property,  all  the  general  transactions  of  commerce, 
and  even  particular  profeffions,  are  taxed.  No  new  tax  of  any 
confequence  can  be  pro  po  ted  by  the  minifter  on  conlumable  com* 
modi  ties  without  the  certainty  of  its  encountering  a  moil  formi- 
dable oppofition.  In  fome  cafes  taxes  are  either  greatly  modified, 
or  relinquiihed  without  any  attempt  to  carry  them  into  <jffett ; 
and  even  when  they  are  pcrfifled  in,  the  experience  of  their  im- 
propriety, or  inefficiency,  often  renders  their  repeal  necefftry. 
With  all  thefe  fafts  before  us,  it  fcems  very  doubt!  ul  whether  the 
taxes  which  we  have  already  impofed  on  confumption  admit  of 
any  considerable  augmentation.  It  is  only  when  taxation  prefles 
ligruly  on  a  country,  when  it  rather  follows  than  precedes  its  in- 
creafing  wealth,  that  an  increafe  in  the  ex i fling  duties  can  be 
expected  to  produce  any  thing  like  a  proportional  increafe  of  re- 
venue to  the  flate,  V  When  confutable  commodities  are  already 
very  heavily  taxed,  any  considerable  addition  to  the  duties  -Ofchicrt 
they  pay,  inflead  of  yielding  an  increafe,  would  mofl  probability  wf^00' 
far  diminifh  confumption  as  to  occ.ifion  a  defalcation  of  revenue. 

The  difficulty  of  drawing  any  additional  revenue  from  taxes  on 
confumption,  plainly  appears  from  the  change  which  of  late  yearg 
has  been  introduced  into  our  fyftem  of  taxation.  Great  part  of 
the  fupplies  which  are  required  for  the  prefent '  exigencies  of  the 
(late,  are  raifed  by  direct  and  compulfory  taxes,  to  which  we  are 
perfuaded  no  minifler  would  willingly  refort  if  any  other  refource 
jrenjained.    Befides  a  variety  of  other  taxes,  which  have  more  of 
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tefs  of  a  compulfory  chartifter,  the  property-tat  levies  a  contribu- 
tion of  one-tenth  on  all  income  above  icol.  a-year.  Having  near- 
ly exhaufted  the  taxes  on  confumntion,  we  have  had  recourfe  to 
fllre&  taxation  j  but,  if  dire&  taxation  fails,  we  have  no  other  re- 
foifrce.  If,  however,  we  are  of  opinion,  that  taxes  on  confump- 
Ron  will  not  admit  of  any  confiderable  augmentation,  we  are  ftill 
Wore  decidedly  convinced,  when  we  confider  the  extreme  feveri- 
fy  with  which  the  property-tax  already  preffes*  on  the  middling 
dafles  of  fociety,  that  dire&  taxation  cinnot  be  carried  further 
without  materially  encroaching  on  the  refouTccs  of  future  wealth. 

Although  it  would  therefore  be,  in  our  opinion,  very  inexpe- 
fllfcrit,  with  the  profpefl  before  us  of  a  tedious  and  expenfive  war, 
to  add  very  considerably  to  our  permanent  taxes,  and  thus  raflily 
to  pu(h  taxation  to  its  utmoft  limit,  yet  it  would  furely  not 
be  very  confolatory  to  refle&,  that  while  we  were  relieving  our- 
ftlves  from  prefent  burdens  by  throwing  proportionally  a  greater 
load  on  futurity,  we  were  at  the  fami  time  providing  no  fure  re- 
fource  for  meeting  the  accumulated  demands  which,  in  that  cafe, 
would  too  furely  await  us.  If  it  were  certain,  indeed,  that  peace 
would  be  procured  in  a  few  years,  or  at  any  time  before  the  loans  for 
intereft,  or  the  fupolementary  loans,  rofe  to  a  very  great  amount, 
in  that  cafe  it  would  be  only  neceffiiry  to  continue  fuch  a  portion 
of  the  -war-  taxes  as  would  be  required  either  for  paying  the  inte- 
reft of  the  debt  contracted,  or  for  its  final  difcharge.  The  nature 
of  the  arrangements  adopted  for  this  purpofe  would  of  courfe  bd 
determined  by  the  (late  of  the  finances  at  the  clofe  of  the  war. 
We  are  aware  that  the  continuance  of  war-taxes,N  after  the  peace, 
would  be  made  a  handle  to  excite  popular  clamour  and  dtfcontent ; 
but  the  burden  of  thtfe  taxes,  for  a  limited  period,  is  comparatively 
ft  very  light  evil,  when  it  is  confidered,  that  by  improvidcntly  add- 
ing to  the  load  of  permanent  taxes,  we  might  derange  our  finances, 
and  ultimately  be  compelled  to  adopt  that  as  a  meafure  of  neceffi- 
ty,  which  we  now  adopt  as  a  meafure  of  prudence.  We  are, 
tefides,  at  a  lofs  to  difcover,  what  peculiar  objections  can  be 
Inrged  againft  the  continuance  of  the  war- taxes  :  if,  at  the  conclu- 
fio»  of  the  war,  it  be  neceflary  either  to  continue  the  old  taxes,  or 
'  \o  impofe  new  ones,  it  would  furely  be  better  to  allow  thofe  taxes 
to  remain,  of  which  the  cffe&s  are  known,  and  to  which  the  ha- 
bits of  the  people  are  accommodated,  than  to  refort  to  what  is 
wholly  new  and  untried. 

As  it  is  impoflible,  however,  to  fix  any  certain  limit  to  the  du- 
ration of  the  war,  it  is  neceflary  to  provide  againft  the  moft  unfa- 
vourable contingence  which  can  happen.  The  plan  of  finance 
now  before  us,  confifts,  as  we  have  already  had  occafion  to  ob- 
serve, in  an  extenfion  of  the  funding  fyftem,  by  borrowing  both 
principal  and  intereft,  and  in  funding  only  the  intereft.     But  if 
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the  war  were  to  continue  for  ten  or  twelve  years,  the  loans' for  in- 
terest would  nearly  equal  the  fum  required  for  the  fer  vices  of  the 
current  year.  In  order,  therefore,  to  attain  the  great  objeft  pi 
the  meaTwre,  namely,  to  limit  the  amount  of  the  permanent  taxes, 
it  becomes  ijepdlaj-y  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  intereft 
due  on  thof#>  loans,  without  impofing  new  duties.  For  this  pw- 
pofe  the  finking  fund,  which,  in  tbccourfe  of  tea  years,  will  hajre 
increafed  from  8,555>Qcol.  to  22,720,000!.,  wUJ  afford  ample  *e- 
fources. 

When  this  fund  was  £rft  eftablifhej,  the  evils  of  its  execfliwe 
increafe  were  fore  fee  n  ;nd  provided  againft.  By  a  fubfequent  air 
rangement,  however*  the  finking  funds  of  1786  and  179a  were 
consolidated)  and  no  limit  was  fixed  for  their  accumulation.  The 
mifchief,  it  was  thought,  could  be  guarded  againil  when  it 
was  near;  and  the  great  acctflion  of  debt,  occafioned  by  .the 
enormous  expenditure  of  the  lalt  war,  had  unfortunately  remcttttyi 
to  a  diitant  period  the  dangers  which  were  to  be  appreheuded 
from  the  future  increafe  of  the  finking  fund.  When  we  confidex, 
however,  not  only  its  prefent  amount,  but  how  rapidly  it  muft  ac- 
cumulate, independent  of  the  itrong  claims  of  the  prefent  genera- 
tion for  relief  ijrom  their  almoft  intolerable  burdens,  it  appears  to 
us  that  the  period  may  well  be  looked  to,  when  it  will  be  expedi- 
ent to  limit  its  operation,  and  thus,  by  rendering  the  reduction, of 
the  debt  more  gradual,  to  guard  againit  the  effe£U  of  too  fudden 
a  change.  Tiie  coile&ing  of  that  immeufe  revenue,  which  is 
at  prefent  required  for  the  payment  of  the  public  creditors,  and 
for  the  fcrvice  of  the  Hate,  together  with  the  whole  body  of  laws, 
regulations,  and  complicated  eitablifhrnents  necefiary  for  this  pur- 
pose, has  ciTl&ed  a  great,  though  gradual,  change  in  the  ftrutture 
of  fociety  in  Britain.  To  this  artificial  itate  of  focicty,  however, 
mens'  views,  habits,  fchemes,  aud  commercial  arrangements,  are  aQ- 
commodated  ;  and  any  great,  or  fudden  alteration,  even  although  it 
might  remove  one  evil,  would  undoubtedly  produce  extenGvg  mif- 
chief. The  abltra&ion  of  a  certain  portion  of  the  revenue  of  a  coun- 
try, though  a  great  evil,  is  not  the  only  evil  of  taxation.  The  in- 
crease in  the  value  of  the  commodity  taxed,  the  consequent  di- 
minution of  its  consumption,  and  perhaps  the  stagnation  of  thp 
manufacture,  produce  fully  as  much  confusion  and  inconveni- 
ence as  the  mere  privation  of  revenue  occasioned  by  the  tax. 
But  when  the  change  is  fairly  accomplished,  the  business  of  so- 
ciety adapts  itself  to  it,  and  goes  on  with  die  same  regularity  as 
before.  In  these  circumstances,  if  things  were  suddenly  reinstat- 
ed in  their  original  condition,  die  evil  of  taxation  would  no  doufyt 
be  removed  ;  but  this  benefit  would  be  accompanied  by  all  those 
incidental  evils  which  the  sudden  reformation  even  of  acknow- 
ledged 
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ledged  grievances  never  fails  to  produce.  These  considerations, 
though  sufficiently  obvious,  do  not  seem  to  be  generally  attended 
to.  flie  redemption  of  the  debt  is  considered  (and  it  no  doubt 
'is  so)  as  the  mere  prelude  to  relief  from  taxation  ;  but  it  never 
seems  to  be  imagined,  that  the  repealing  of  taxes  to  the  enormous 
annual  amount  of  52,000,0001.  will  be  %  work  eithA  of  difficulty 
or  delicacy.  It  appears  to  us,  however,  that  the  same  skill 
and  contrivance  which  was  called  forth  when  those  taxes  -were 
imposed,  will  be  required  to  guard  against  the  evils  which  may 
be  produced  by  their  repeal.  We  do  not  know,  indeed,  any  bu- 
siness of  finance,  in  which  a  departure  from  the  line  of  consider- 
ate caution  would  produce  such  extensive  evil. 

There  is  not  the  same  risk  in  imposing  taxes,  because  an   un- 
exceptionable tax  may  be  repealed  ;  and  the  imposition  of  a  new- 
tax  raises  the  price  of  the  commodity  on  hand,  and  must  in  this 
respect  be  an  advantage  to  the  dealers  ;  but  by  rashly  repealing 
a  tax  on  any  commodity  to  a  great  amount,  the  dealers  might  be 
all  ruined  by  the  fall  which  would  take  place  in  the  value  of  their 
stock  in  hand.     By  relieving  one  particular  article  from  a  tax,  its 
consumption  might  be  greatly  increased,  and  it  might  drive  from 
the  market  all  other  rival  commodities,  on  which -the  taxes  were 
still  continued.     The  repeal  of  one  tax  might  thus  render  various 
taxes  unproductive,  and,  what  would  be  still  a  greater  evil,  it 
might  diminish  the  demand  for  other  commodities,  and  produce 
a  stagnation  in  their  respective  manufactures.     It  would  be  im- 
possible, we  should  imagine,  without  great  inconvenience,  to  re- 
peal, in  one  year,  taxes  to  the  amount  of  more  than  2,000,0001., 
in  which  case,  even  supposing  the  debt  to  be  redeemed,  it  would 
be  sixteen  years  before  the  country  could  be  released  from  its 
burdens.     It  must  be  confessed,  however,  that  as  long  as  the  war 
continues,  there  is  not  much  reason  to  apprehend  any  incon- 
venient increase  in  the  sinking  fund ;  and  that  the  present  scheme 
of  finance,  though  it  no  doubt  guards  against  this  evil,  yet  origi- 
nates in  the  necessity  of  limiting  the  increasing  amount  of  our 
permanent  taxes.     This  is  the  principal  object  of  the  plan,  which 
we  cannot  help  thinking  both  wise  and  reasonable,  and  well  cal- 
culated to  guard  against  those  financial  embarrassments  into  which 
we  might  be  involved  by  blindly  adhering  to  a  system,  and  push- 
ing it  to  an  extreme,  under  circumstances  totally  different  from 
those  which  rendered  it  originally  expedient.     Highly  approving, 
therefore,  of  the  principle  of  the  measure,  we  shall  now  give  a 
short  view  of  its  details,  which  we  think  however  of  less  conse- 
quence, as  being  in  some  degree  matters  of  arbitrary  arrangement. 

The  war  expenditure  of  Britain,  to  be  provided  for  by  the  pre- 
sent plan,  exclusive  of  subsidies,  or  any  other  unforeseen  con- 
tingencies, 
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tingencies,  is  taken  at  32,000,0001.  Towards  defraying  this  hea^ 
vy  expenditure,  we  have  already  war  taxes  to  the  annual  amount 
of  21,000,0001.  It  is  proposed  to  make  up  the  deficiency  by 
means  of  loans,  and  to  take  annually  from  the  war  taxes  as  much 
us  will  amount  to  10  per  cent,  on-  tne  sum  borrowed  ;  5* per  cettu 
for  the  paymefit  of  interest,  and  5  per  cent,  to  be  set  apart  as  a/ 
sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  the  principal*  The  war  taxes 
are  to  oe  charged  with  the  interest  and  sinking  ftmd  of  the  loan 
of  each  year  until  they  be  exhausted.  This  will  take  place  ire 
fourteen  years,  in  which  time  it  is  calculated  that  the  first  loan 
will  be  redeemed,  and  will  be  again  available  for  the  service  o? 
the  state.  In  the  same  manner  in  each  succeeding  year,  a  new 
loan  will  be  redeemed ;  so  that  the  plan  presents  a*  series  of  loana 
and*  redemptions  which  is  inexhaustible. 

For  the  first  three  years,  theloans  will  amount  to  twelve  millions  ? 
in  tfie  fourth  year  fourteen  millions,  and  in  the  last  ten-  years  six- 
teen miHions  will  be  borrowed'.  As  the  war  taxes,  however,  are  alF 
required  to  make* up  the  necessary  supplies  of  the  year,  whatever 
portion  of  them  may  be  taken  away  for  the  interest  and  the  sink- 
ing fund  of  the  war  loans,  mu*t  necessarily  be  replaced.  In  addi- 
tion, therefore,  tothe  principal  loan,  another  loan  must  be  borrow- 
ed for  this  purpose,  fti  the  ^irst  year,  the  war  loan  will  consist  of 
12,000,0001.  j-  to  pay  the  interest  of  which,  and  to  constitute  a 
fund- for  its  redemption,  1,200,0001.  will  be  detached  from  the 
war  taxes.  The  sum  taken  from  the  war  taxes  will  be  made  up 
by  1,000,0001.  taken  from  the  war  loan,  and  200,0001.  raised  by 
a  supplementary  loan.  To  the  interest  of  the  supplementary 
loans,  a  sinking  fund  of  1  per  cent:  is  to  be  added  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  principal.  This  charge  is  to  be  defrayed  by  new  taxes. 
As  the  plan  continues  to  operate,  the  war  taxes  must  be 
gradually  decreasing,  and  the  supplementary  loans  must  propor^ 
tionally  increase.  Their  increase,  however,  eannotr  occasion, 
during  the  first  ten  years,  any  very  great  addition  to  the  existing 
taxes?  as  in  the  years  1807  and  1808  annuities  will  expire  to  the 
amount  of  385,5151;  The  charge  of  the  first  three  years  is  to  be 
defrayed  wholly  from  these  annuities ;  and  what  remains  is  to  be 
equally  distributed' over  the  next  seven  years  •,  so  that  in  each 
year  taxes  to  the  amount  only  of  293,0001.  will  be  reauired.  If 
the  war  should  unfortunately  last  till  this  resource  should  fail; 
another  arrangement  presents  itself  for  the  next  ten  years.  It  is 
proposed,  when  the  interest  of  the  sinking  fund  shall  have  accu- 
mulated, so  as  to  exceed  the  interest  of  the  present  unredeemed 
debt,  to  appropriate  such  part  of  the  excess  as  shall  be  required, 
to  the  payment  of  the  interest  of  the  supplementary  loans ;  never, 
however,  so>  far  encroaching  o«*  tlte  smijng  ^funa,  as  either  to 
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prevent  the  redemption  of  fhe  whole  debt  which  existed  previoua 
to  the  year  1802,  within  forty-five  -years  from  that  period,  or  tp 
postpone  the  redemption  of  any  future  loan  longer  than  fortr- 
five  years  from  the  period  ^hen  it  was  first  contracted.  By  li- 
miting, therefore,  the  operation  of  the  sinking  fund,  the  war  ex* 
penditure  of  Britain,  amounting  to  32,000,0001.,  will  be  provid- 
ed for  during  the  second  ten  years  of  the  war,  without  materially 
adding  to  her  burdens  j  and  the  great  object  of  the  plan  will  thus 
\x  completely  attained. 

Such  being  our  opinion,  it  may  perhaps  appear  unnecessary  to 
enter  into  any  further  discussion  respecting  the  merits  of  this 
measure.  We  cannot  help  observing,  however,  (although  with 
great  deference  to  the  talents  of  the  author),  that  it  rather  appears 
to  us  to  be  too  complicated,  and  that  some  of  its  provisions  are 
even  superfluous.  We  do  not,  in  the  first  place,  see  what  end  is 
answered  by  interfering  witn  the  war  taxes.  As  the  war  taxe? 
are  all  required  for  the  supplies  of  the  year,  whatever  portion  of 
them  is  detached  for  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of  the  wa? 
loans,  must  be  replaced  by  means  of  supplementary  loans.  It 
appears  to  us,  therefore,  that  it  would  be  a  more  direct  and  sim- 
ple method,  to  apply  thofe  fupplementary  loans  at  once  to  the  pur* 
pole  for  which  portions  of  the  war  taxes  are  detached.  In  which 
cafe,  the  intervention  of  the  war  taxes  would  be  quite  unnccef* 
£ury.  This  will  appear  more  evident  by  an  example.  To  makf 
up  the  fum  of  32,000,0001.,  1 1,000,0001.  is  wanted  in  addition  to 
the  war  taxes.  L.  1 2,oco,ooo  are  borrowed,  together  with  4 
fupplementary  loan  of  aoo,oooL,  for  which  taxes  are  impofed. 
For  the  intereft  and  finking  fund  of  this  war  loan,  the  fum  of 
1, 200,000 1.  is  required \  i,ooo,oool.  of  which  being  dedu£te4 
from  the  war  loan,  and  200,000!.  being  made  up  by  the  fupple- 
mentary loan,  leaves  u,ooo/>col.,  the  fum  wanted  for  die  few 
vice  of  the  ftate ;  the  war  taxes  being  all  applied  as  they  are  af 
this  moment,  and  neither  broken  in  upon  nor  replaced. 

It  appears  to  us,  alio,  that  the  operation  of  the  fipking  fund  is 
quite  nugatory.  When  nations  or  individuals  fet  apart  a  portion 
of  their  annual  revenue  to  accumulate  at  compound  intereft,  this 
is  no  doubt  the  fure  way  to  grow  rich.  But  we  do  not  well  fee 
how  they  can  improve  their  circmn (ranees,  by  horrrwimg  money, 
and  allowing  it  to  accumulate  at  compound  intereft.  If  a  fum  of 
money  be  borrowed,  and  10  per  cent,  be  annually  borrowed  a- 
long  with  it,  5  per  cent,  for  the  payment  of  intereft,  and  $per  cent. 
for  a  finking  lund,  the  borrower  will  always  be  precifely  in  the 
Cimc  fituation  as  if  nothing  had  been  borrowed  for  a  finking  fund  ; 
becaufc,  as  he  can  only  add  to  the  finking  fond  by  borrowing,  the 
more  he  adds  to  it,  the  more  he  adds  to  his  debt*  It  may  bf 
i        *  thought* 
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thought,  perhaps,  that  something  may  be  gained  by  thfe  com- 
pound interest  which  the  sinking  fund  accumulates.  But  it  is  e- 
vident  that  no  compound  interest  can  accumulate  on  a  sum  of 
borrowed  money,  because  the  interest  must  be  paid  annually. 
Although  the  interest  were  borrowed,  this  Would  not  alter  the 
case.  It  would  no  doubt  allow  tbe  sinking  fund  to  accumulate  ; 
but  the  borrower  would,  in  the  mean  time,  accumulate  his  debts 
in  the  same  proportion*  It  is  impossible  that  the  circumstances 
either  of  a  nation,  or  of  an  individual,  can  be  altered,  by  accu* 
mulating  a  fund  of  borrowed  money. 

We  have  already  endeavoured  to  shew,  that  the  interest  and 
sinking  fund  of  the  war  loans  is  really  paid  by  the  supplementary 
loans,  the  intervention  of  the  war  taxes  being  noway  necessary 
for  that  purpose.  The  supplementary  loans,  however*  ate  bor- 
rowed. By  setting  apart,  therefore,  a  portion  of  them  for  a  sink- 
ing fund,  we  are  accumulating  debt  as  fast  as  we  are  accumulate 
ing  funds  for  its  payment.  The  sinking  fund  will  leave  our  af- 
fairs precisely  in  the  same  situation  in  which  it  found  them. 
But  although  we  conceive  that  these  provisions  respecting  the  in- 
tervention of  the  war  taxes  and  the  sinking  fund,  might  be  dis- 
pensed with,  we  do  not  think  that  they  will  contribute  in  the 
slightest  degree  to  defeat  the  great  object  of  the  measure,  far  less 
will  they  be  attended  with  ruinous  consequences  to  the  finances 
of  the  country. 

We  are  aware,  indeed,  that  a  contrary  opinion  has  been  as- 
serted, and  that  a  great  deal  of  absurd  declamation  has  been 
poured  forth  upon  this  topic,  in  order  to  discredit  the  measure. 
A  series  of  financial  resolutions  is  said  to  have  been  moved  in 
the  House  of  Commons  by  Lord  Castlereagh,  in  which  it  was 
actually  pretended,  that  by  the  plan  of  double  loans,  u  e.  by  bor-» 
rowing  annually  10  percent,  on  the  principal  loans,  5  per  cent* 
for  interest,  and  5  per  cent,  for  a  sinking  fund,  a  loss  of  tWenty- 
nine  millions  would  be  ultimately  incurred  by  the  public.  Nowf 
it  may  be  asked,  how  can  this  happen  ?  By  what  process,  in  the 
mysterious  art  of  borrowing  and  lending  money,  can  such  un- 
heard of  results  be  produced?  To  borrow  annually  B  per  cent  a 
to  be  set  apart  as  a  sinking  fund  for  the  redemption  of  debt,  is, 
we  allow,  a  nugatory  operation.  But  as  long  as  What  is  borrow- 
ed is  neither  wasted  nor  misapplied,  we  cannot  well  conceive 
how  money  can  in  this  way  be  either  saved  or  lost.  We  throw 
out  these  plain  considerations  for  the  benefit  of  the  noble  person 
.  alluded  to,  and  of  all  future  calculators.  We  are  sanguine  e- 
nough  to  hope,  that  if  they  duly  attend  to  them,  they  will  not 
plod  on  from  blunder  to  blunder,  through  a  mass  of  laborious 
calculations,  until  their  imagination,  heated  with  the  prospect  of 
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freat  discoveries,  scorns  the  sober  results  of  arithmetic,  and  wilt 
e  content  with  nothing  short  of  the  marvellous.  We  will  not 
be  so  cruel  as  to  annoy  our  readers  with  all  the  idle  details  of 
those  resolutions.  We  may  however  subjoin,  as  a  specimen  of 
their  general  truth  and  accuracy,  the  following  calculations,  in 
which  the  expense  of  redeeming  a  principal,  by  means  of  a  one  per 
cent,  annuity,  is  contrasted  with  the  expense  incurred  by  means 
of  Lord  Henry  Petty*s  plan.  The  sum  to  be  redeemed  is  twelve 
millions. 

New  Plan. 
Ten  per  cent,  interest  and  sinking  fund  on   12,000,000L  for  one 
year  L.  1,200,000 

A  like  charge  for  thirteen  years  more,  at  which  time 
.    the  principal  is  redeemed  -  -  15,600,000 

Total  payments    L.  16,800,000 

To  cover  the  interest  and  sinking  fund  of  1,200,0001. 
at  six  per  cent.,  a  fund  of  72,0001.  must  be  provid- 
ed in  each  of  the  fourteen  years-,  the  amount  there- 
of is  1,008,0001. 

The  latter  sum  being  raised  on  a  one  per  cent,  sink- 
ing fund,  may  be  considered  as  an  annuity  of  forty- 
three  years. 

Payments  on  account  thereof        -  -      43,344,000 

Payments  as  above         -  16,800,000 

Total  payments    L.  60,144,000 
Present  System. 
The  interest  and  sinking  fund  on  a  loan  of  12,000,0001,  at  sis 

per  cent.,  amounts,  per  annum,  to  720,0001. 
This  charge  being  raised  on  a  one  per  cent,  sinking  fund,  may  be 

considered  as  an,  annuity  of  forty-three  years. 
Payments  to  be  made  on  account  thereof  till  its  redemption, 

S0,960,000L 
Payments  on  new  system,  upon  a  loan  of  12,000,0001. 

L.  60,144,000 
Ditto  on  present  system         -  30,960,000 

Excess  of  the  charge  of  redemption  by  new  system  L.  29,184,000 
It  is  evident  that  two  plans  are  here  compared,  which  are  in 
all  respects  totally  different  from  each  other  5  and  that,  while  the 
expenses  of  what  is  called  the  new  plan,  are  very  absurdly  exag- 
gerated, its  benefits  are  in  a  great  measure  overlooked.  The  in- 
genious calculator  seems  so  intent  on  swelling  out  the  debtor  side 
of  the  account,  that  he  has  omitted  the  creditor  side  altogether. 

He 
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tie  has  thus  committed  a  mistake  of  about  the  same  magnitude* 
as  that  of  Sir  Francis  Wronghead,  when  he  said  Aye,  instead  of 
saying  No.  But  besides  the  arithmetical  errors  into  which  he 
has  fallen,  no  sound  pririciple  is  laid  down  for  comparing  the  re-i 
lative  advantages  or  disadvantages  of  the  two  different  plans* 
The  scheme  by  which  he  pretends  to  estimate  the  expense  of  the' 
new  plan,  is  peculiarly  unsatisfactory ;  and  even  if  hi3  calcula- 
tions were  correct,  they  are  quite  inconclusive.  All  considera- 
tion of  compound  interest  seems  to  be  wholly  excluded,  without 
which,  however,  it  is  impossible  to  enter  with  any  Certainty  into 
the  complicated  details  of  loans,  annuities  or  sinking  funds,  on 
a  great  scale.  The  truth  of  these  observations  will  appear  from 
a  more  particular  consideration  of  the  scheme.  The  expense  of 
redeeming  a,  debt  of  12,000,0001.,  by  means  of  a  sinking  fund  of 
5  per  cent.,  is  first  considered,  and  it  is  estimated  at  16,800,0001. ; 
ihe  expense  of  redeeming  16,800,0001. by  an  annuity  of  1  per  cent., 
is  next  calculated  at  43,344,0001.  •,  and  the  sum  \o  be  redeemed 
is  added  (upon  what  principle  we  are  utterly  at  a  loss  td  conceive) 
to  the  expense  of  redemption,  by  which  the  whole  charge  is  made 
to  amount  to  60,1 44,0001.  It  is,  however,  evidently  an  error, 
fo  add  the  sum  to  be  redeemed  to  the  charge  for  redemption,  as 
that  charge  cannot  possibly  be  incurred  till  the  original  sum  be 
paid.  Tne  16,600,0001.  must  therefore  be  deducted  ;  which  will 
reduce  the  expense  to  43,344,0001.  The  expense  of  redeeming 
12,000,0001.,  by  a  1  percent,  annuity,  is  next  compared  with 
the  expense  of  redeeming  16,800,0001.  by  an  annuity  to  the  same 
amount ;  and  it  does  not  require  very  deep  thought  to  perceive, 
that  it  will  cost  more  to  redeem  the  latter  sum  than  the  former. 
The  question  to  be  Considered  therefore  id,  whether  value  has 
Been  received  for  the  16,800,0001.  It  appears  that  half  of  that 
sum  has  been  paid  for  the  interest  of  the  12,000,0001.  during 
fourteen  years ;  and  the  other  half  has  been  set  apart  as  a  sinking 
fund  to  redeem  the  principal.  With  16,800,0001.,  therefore,  th£ 
interest  of  12,000,0001.  tor  fourteen  years  has  been  paid,  and 
the  principal  has  been  redeemed  $  and  were  we  to  imitate  the  ex- 
example  of  inaccuracy  set  before  uJ,  we  should  immediately  con- 
clude that  a  great  advantage  was  gained  by  this  plan;  But  this 
advantage  is  merely  apparent ;  and  it  only  shews  what  a  fertile 
source  of  error  is  opened,  by  adopting  such  an  imperfect  mode  of 
calculation. 

Indeed,  all  calculations  must  be  exceedingly  lame  and  incon- 
clusive, from  which  the  consideration  of  compound  interest  is  ex- 
cluded, llie  true  nature  of  the  transaction  will  appear  from  the 
following  simple  considerations.  A  sum  of  12,000,0001.  is  bor* 
rowed,  and  an  annuity  of  1,200,0001.  is  borrowed  alone  with  it, 
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by  which,  in  fourteen  years,  the  principal  is  redeemed,  and  the  in- 
terest is  also  paid.  An  annuity  of  1 ,200,0001.  for  fourteen  years 
is  therefore  given  in  exchange  for  a  capital  of  12,000,0001.,  and 
for  the  interest  of  that  capital  for  fourteen  years.  The  value  of  the 
interest  of  12,000,0001.  for  fourteen  years,  is  exactly  12,000,0001. ; 
and  an  annuity  of  1,200,0001.  for  the  same  period,  is  worth 
24-,000,OOOl. ;  so  that  there  can  neither  be  loss  nor  gain  on  the 
transaction.  Besides  the  most  ridiculous  blunder  of  adding  the 
sum  to  be  redeemed  to  the  expense  of  redemption,  Lord  Castle- 
reagh  has  forgot  to  credit  the  plan  with  the  interest  of  12,000,0001. 
for  fourteen  years,  for  which  it  is  evident  that  the  16,800,0001. 
pays. 

•  Although,  however,  the  labours  of  the  noble  Lord  do  not  appear 
to  us  to  have  been,  in  the  prefent  in  (lance,  attended  with  profper- 
ous  refults,  we  very  willingly  allow,  that  great  depth  and  com- 
prehenfion  of  judgment  have  been  difplayed  in  the  conftruftion 
of  thefe  formidable  calculations.  His  genius  feems  peculiarly 
fitted  for  arithmetical  ftudies,  and  we  difcover  with  pleafure  that 
it  is  in  the  moff  common,  and  confequently  the  mod  ufeful,  fort 
of  arithmetic,  that  his  talents  appear  chiefly  to  (hine.  In  this 
great  crifis  of  human  affairs,  it  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  reflect, 
that  while  the  French  youth  are  taught  almoft  exclufively  to  glory 
in  feats  of  arms,  men  of  rank  in  this  country,  with  a  virtuous 
diftafte  for  warlike  purfuits,  are  fludious  to  excel  in  the  more  in- 
nocent, and  certainly  not  lefe  wonderful  talent,  of  (peaking  for 
an  hour,  and  faying  nothings 

-  We  cannot  conclude  our  remarks  on  this  fubjeft,  without  ob- 
ferving,  that  the  great  debt  of  this  country,  and  the  difficulty  of  find- 
ing out  new  fources  of  taxation,  has  not  only  fecured  to  financial  dif- 
cuffions  that  attention  which  their  importance  fo  well  defervfe  ;  but 
it  has  exalted  them  among  a  certain  clafs  of  politicians  above  all 
the  grand  objeds  of  national  policy.  The  ftate  of  a  nation's  finan- 
ces is  now  habitually  referred  to  as  a  ftirc  criterion  of  her  power ; 
and  from  the  language  often  held  on  this  fubjecl',  it  might  be 
imagined,  that  the  whole  duties  of  a  (latefman  centred  in  devif- 
ing  eafy  methods  of  raifing  money.  During  the  laft  war  we  were 
told  that  France  was  on  the  verge,  and  even  in  the  very  gulph  of 
bankruptcy,  and  our  own  flourifhing  finances  were  at  the  feme 
time  brought  very  oftentatioufly  under  our  review.  We  ftill  hear 
on  every  occafion  about  our  *  proud  ftru&ure  of  finance,'  &c. ; 
and  the  praifes  of  Mr  Pitt  generally  bring  up  the-  rear  of  this 
heavy  declamation.  Now,  if  France,  fince  the  ruin  of  her  fi- 
nances, has  trampled  on  the  necks  of  all  her  enemies,  and  has 
rifen  to  unexampled  preeminence  and  power,  and  if  Britain,  with 
heT  flourifhing  finances,,  has  been  unable  to  prevent  the  defini- 
tion 
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tion  of  her  allies,  and  inftead  of  attaining  for  herfelf  permanent 
fecurity,  fees  every  day  new  perils  thickening  around  her,  we 
may  well  inquire,  what  fruits  have  our  flourifhing  finances  pro- 
duced ?  and  what  has  it  availed  us,  that  a  large  revenue  has  been 
collected,  if  it  has  been  lavifhed  on  futile  or  difattrous  projects  ? 
So  enamoured  are  thefe  declaimers  with  taxation,  that  they  feem 
to  confider  it-  as  an  ultimate  objecl:  of  policy.  They  do  not  re- 
flect that  it  is  not  fo  much  by  raifing  a  revenue,  as  by  a  wife  ap- 
plication of  it,  after  it  is  configned  into  his  hands,  that  a  ftatef- 
man  can  either  benefit  his  country,  or  acquire  lading  renown  for 
himfelf.  In  illuftration  of  thefe  obfervations,  we  might  refer  to 
that  period  of  our  hiftory  when  the  glorious  fabric  of  European 
independence  was  firft  reared.  Thofe  who  a  {lifted  in  bringing 
about  that  event  were  undoubtedly  great  ftatefmen ;  and  the  won- 
derful work  which  they  accompRihed  is  the  charter  of  their  well- 
earned  fame.  This  fame,  however,  they  acquired,  not  by  raif- 
ing  a  great  revenue,  but  by  working  wonders  with  a  fmall  one  ; 
and  it  is  a  fame  in  which  none  need  hope-  to  participate,  who 
•with  far  ampler  means  have  failed  in  the  attainment  of  much 
"humbler  ends ;  and,  inftead  of  rendering  England  the  arbitrefs  of 
nations,  have  reduced  her  to  maintain  an  anxious  ftruggle  for  her 
fecurity  and  independence. 


Art.  VI.  A  Portraiture  of  Quakerism,  as  taken  from  a  View  of 
the  Moral  Education,  Discipline,  Peculiar  Customs,  Religious 
Principles,  Political  and  Civil  Econotny,  und  Character,  of  tfie 
Society  of  Friends.  By  Thomas  Clarkson,  M.  A.  Auchor  of 
several  Essays  on  the  Subject  of  the  Slave-Trade.  8vo.  3  vol. 
London.     1806. 

HpHis,  we  think,  is  a  book  peculiarly  fitted  for  reviewing  :  for 

**•      it  contains  many  things  which  most  people,  will  have  some 

curiosity  to  hear  about;  and  is  at  the  same  time  so   intolerably 

dull  and  tedious,  that  po  voluntary  reader  could  po^ibly  get 

*  through  with  it. 

The  author,  whose  meritorious  exertions  for  the  abolition  of 
the  slave  trade  brought  him  into  public  notice  a  great  many  years 
ago,  was  recommended  by  this  circumstance  to  the  favour  and 
the  confidence  of  the  Quakers,  who  had  long  been  unanimous 
in  that  cause  j  and  was  led  to  such  an  extensive  and  cordial  in- 
tercourse with  them  in  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  that  he  came  at 
last  to  have  a  more  thorough  knowledge  of  their  tenets  and  living- 
manners  than  any  other  person  out  of  the  society  could  easily 
obtain.     The  effect  of  this  knowledge  has  evidently  been  to  ex- 
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cite  in  him  such  an  affection  and  esteem  for  those  worthy  secta- 
ries, as  we  think  can  scarcely  fail  to  issue  in  his  public  conver- 
sion ;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  has  produced  a  more  minute  ex? 
position,  and  a  more  elaborate  defence  of  their  doctrines  and 
practices,  than  has  yet  been  drawn  from  any  of  their  own  body. 

The  book,  which  is  full  of  repetitions  and  plagiarisms.,  is  dis- 
tributed into  a  number  of  needless  sections,  arranged  in  a  most 
unnatural  and  inconvenient  order.  All  that  any  body  can  want 
to  know  about  the.  Quakers,  might  evidently  have  been  told  ei^ 
ther  under  the  head  of  their  doctrinal  tenets,  or  of  their  peculiar 
practices  \  but  Mr  Clarkson,  with  a  certain  elaborate  infelicity  o| 
method,  chooses  to  discuss  the  merits  of  this  society  under  the 
several  titles  of  their  moral  education — their  discipline—  their  pe- 
culiar customs — their  religion — their  great  tenets — and  their  cna- 
racter  \  and  not  finding  even  this  ample  distribution  sufficient  to 
include  all  he  had  to  say  on  the  subject,  he  fills  half  a  volume 
with  repetitions  and  trifles,  unfler  the  humiliating  name  of  misr 
cellaneous  particulars. 

Quakerism  Kad  certainly  undergone  a  considerable  change  in, 
the  quality  and  spirit  of  its  votaries,  from  the  time  when  George 
Fox  went  about  pronouncing  woes  against  cities,  attacking  priests 
in  their  pulpits,  and  exhorting  justices  of  the  peace  to  do  justice, 
to  the  time  when  such  men  as  Penn  and  Barclay  came  into  the 
society  '  by  convincement, '  and  published  such  vindications  of 
its  doctrine,  as  few  of  its  opponents  have  found  it  convenient  tq 
answer.  The  change  since  their  time  appears  to  have  been  much 
more  inconsiderable.  The  greater  part  of  these  volumes  may  be 
considered,  indeed,  as  a  wilful  deterioration  of  Barclay's  apolo- 
gy :  and  it  is  only  where  he  treats  of  the  private  manners  and 
prevailing  opinions  of  the  modern  Quakers,  that  Mr  Clarkson 
communicates  any  thing  which  a  curious  reader  might  not  have 
learnt  from  that  celebrated  production.  The  laudatory  and  ar- 
gumentative tone  which  he  maintains  throughout,  gives  an  air  of 
paitiality  to  his  statements,  which  naturally  diminishes  our  reli- 
ance on  their  accuracy :  and  as  the  argument  is  often  extremely 
bad,  and  the  praise  apparently  unmerited,  we  are  rather  inclined 
to  think  that  his  work  will  make  a  less  powerful  impression  in 
favour  of  the  '  friends,  *  than  might  have  been  effected  by  a  more 
moderate  advocate.  With  many  praiseworthy  maxims  and  prin- 
ciples for  their  moral  conduct,  the  Quakers,  we  think,  have  but 
Jittle  to  say  for  most  of  their  peculiar  practices  ;  and  make  a 
much  better  figure  when  defending  their  theological  mysteries, 
than  when  vindicating  the  usages  by  which  they  are  separated 
from  the  rest  of  the  people  in  the  ordinary  intercourse  of  life. 
It  will  be  more  convenient,  however,  to  state  our  observations 
"v    '    "     x  '  on 
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cm  their  reasonings,  as  we  attend  Mr  Ciarkson  through  his  ac- 
count of  their  principles  and  practice. 

He  enters  upon  his  task  with  such  a  wretched  display  of  false 
eloquence,  that  we  were  very  near  throwing  away  the  book.  Our 
readers  will  scarcely  accuse  us  of  impatience,  when  we  inform 
them  that  the  dissertation  on  the  moral  education  of  the  Quakers 
begins  with  the  following  sentence. 

4  When  the  blooming  ipring  fheds  abroad  its  benign  influence,  man 
feels  it  equally  with  the  reft  of  created  nature.  The  blood  circulates, 
more  freely,  and  a  new  current  of  life  feems  to  be  diffufed,  in  his  veins. 
The  aged  man  is  enlivened,  and  the  fick  man  feels  himfelf  refrefhed. 
Good  fpirits  and  cheerful  countenances  fucceed.  But  as  the  year  chan- 
ges in  its  feafons,  and  rolls  round  to  its  end,  the  tide  feems  to  flacken, 
and  the  current  of  feeling  to  return  to  its  former  level.  *     Vol.  I.  p.  13. 

This  may  serve,  once  for  all,  as  a  specimen  of  Mr  Clarkson's 
taste,  and  nis  powers  in  fine  writing,  and  as  an  apology  for  our 
abstaining,  in  our  charity,  from  making  any  further  observations 
on  his  style.  Under  the  head  of  moral  education,  we  are  inform- 
ed thaj  the  Quakers  discourage,  and  strictly  prohibit  in  their 
youth,  all  games  of  chance,  music,  dancing,  novel  reading,  field 
sports  of  every  description,  and,  in  general,  the  use  of  idle  words 
and  unprofitable  conversation.  The  motives  of  these  several  pro-: 
hibitions  are  discussed  in  separate  chapters  of  extreme  dulness 
and  prolixity.  It  is  necessary,  however,  in  order  to  come  to  a- 
right  understanding  with  those  austere  persons  and  their  apolo- 
gist, to  enter  a  little  into  these  discussions. 

The  basis  of  the  Quaker  morality  seems  evidently  to  be,  that 
gaiety  and  merriment  ought,  upon  all  occasions,  to  be  discou- 
raged j  that  everything  which  tends  merely  to  exhilaration  or 
enjoyment,  has  in  it  a  taint  of  criminality  j  and  that  one  of  the 
chief  duties  of  man  is  to  be  always  serious  and  solemn,  and  con- 
stantly occupied,  either  with  his  wordly  prosperity,  or  his  eternal 
welfare.  If  it  were  not  for  this  attention  which  is'  permitted  to 
the  accumulation  of  wealth,  the  Quakers  would  scarcely  be  dis- 
tinguishable from  the  other  gloomy  sectaries,  who  maintain,  that 
man  was  put  into  this  world  for  no  other  purpose,  but  to  mortify 
himself  into  a  proper  condition  for  the  next  j — that  all  our  feel- 
ings of  ridicule  and  sociality,  and  all  the  spring  and  gaiety  of* 
the  animal  spirits  of  youth,  were  given  us  only  for  our  tempta- 
tion j  and  that,  considering  the  shortness  of  this  life,  and  the 
risk  he  runs  of  damnation  after  it,  man  ought  evidently  to  pass 
his  days  in  dejection  and  terror,  and  to  shut  his  heart  to  every 
pleasureable  emotion  which  this  transitory  scene  might  supply  to 
the  unthinking.  The  fundamental  folly  of  these  ascetic  maxims 
has  prevented  the  Quakers  from  adopting  them  in  their  full  ex- 
tent ;  but  all  the  peculiarities  of  their  manners  may  evidently  be 
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""  ^-Ht  filled  it  with  things  neccflary,  and  things  delightful :  tod  yet*  \ 
-"^hat  often  turned  thefe  from  their  true  and  original  defign.     The  very. 

^wood  on  the  furface  of  the  earth  he  hat  cut  down,  and  the  very  ftonc 
aod  metal  in  its  bowels  he  has  hewn  and  call,  and  converted  into  a 

7r graven  image,  and  worfhipped  in  the  place,  of  his  beneficent  Creator. 

-  ,  The  food  which  has  been  given  him   for  his  nourilhmentv  he  has  fre- 
,_~quently  converted  by  his  intemperance  into  the  means  of  injuring  his 

health.     The  wine,  that  was  defigncd  to  make  his  heart  glad,  oo  rea- 

"  fonable  and  neceflary  occafions,  he  has  ufed  often  to  the  (lupefa&ion  of 

~  his  fenfes,  and  the  degradation  of  his   moral  cbara&er.     The  very  rai- 

-  ment,  which  has  been  afforded  him  for  his  body,  he  has  abufed  alfo,  fo 
that  it  has  frequently  become  a  fource  for  the  excitement  of  his  pride* 

'  Juft  fo  it  has  been,  and  fo  it  is,  with  mufic,  at  the  prefent  day.  ' 

-  I.  p.  41,  42. 

From  which,  if  it  follows  that  music  ought  to  be  entirely  re- 

-  jected  and  avoided,  it  must  follow  also,  that  we  should  go  naked, 
and  neither  eat  nor  drink ;  and  as  to  the  arguments  that  follow 
against  the  cultivation  of  music,  because  there  are  some  obscene 

"**    and  some  bacchanalian  songs,  which  it  would  be  improper  for 
„    young  persons  to  learn,  they  are  just  such  as  might  be  used 
'    against  their  learning  to  read,  because  there  are  immoral  and  he- 
retical books,  which  may  possibly  fall  into  their  hands.     The 

-  most  authentic  and  sincere  reason,  however,  we  believe,  is  one 
which  rests  immediately  upon  the  general  ascetic  principle. to 
which  we  have  already  made  reference,  viz.  that  f  music  tends 
to  self-gratijicationy  which  is  not  allowable  in  the  Christian 
system.  '  Now,  as  this  same  self-denying  principle  is  really  at 
tne  bottom  of  most  of  the  Quaker  prohibitions,  it  may  be  worth 
while  to  consider,  in  a  few  words,  how  far  it  can  be  reconciled 
to  reason  or  morality. 

All  men,  we  humbly  conceive,  are  under  the  necessity  of  pur- 
suing their  own  happiness  j  and  cannot  even  be  conceived  as  ever 
pursuing  any  thing  else.  The  only  difference  between  the  sen- 
sualist and  the  ascetic  is,  that  the  former  pursues  an  immediate, 
and  the  other  a  remote  happiness  ;  or,  that  the  one  pursues  an 
intellectual,  and  the  other  a  bodily  gratification.  The  penitent 
who  passes  his  days  in  mortification,  does  so  unquestionably  from 
the  love  of  enjoyment ;  either  because  he  thinks  this  the  surest 
way  to  attain  eternal  happiness  in  a  future  world,  or  because  he 
finds  the  admiration  of  mankind  a  sufficient  compensation,  even 
in  this  life,  for  the  hardships  by  which  he  extorts  it.  It  appears, 
therefore,  that  self-gratification,  so  far  from  being  an  unlawful 
object  of  pursuit,  is  necessarily  the  only  object  which  a  rational 
J&eing  can  be  conceived  to  pursue ;  and  consequently,  that  to  argue 
against  any  practice,  merely  that  it  is  attended  with  enjoyment, 
Uf  to  give  it  a  recommendation  which  must  operate  in  its  favour, 
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*  ••'    -    »      '  •*■      *«.,  *«  H  i*o   k;*;"-r  *o  e*»T  to  rercncJ*  ~^ 
.,,  •,     •    •  *•  „,  »,  /  *-r  ">  r*^'y».f  or  to  the  re>t  of  tLeir   prac— = 

*  '/  ,.*.  *  «■  j  ;*  ,  tn  u*  (i,e  of  Li*  salvation,  atd  occ-r* 
*^-  ^  '  *  *  •  f  +  U  U%  w<AkAx  Lu''h,e?s  for  six  days  in  c* 
***/,  *+  s  r  w  *r  C/ *x.,\. ?n.  It  U  even  thought  laudable  r 
«  *m  *,  •  -  **  *  ***  ,*»  of  d;i;#**nce  and  industry  to  those  arour* 
u  *  ,  **>'  "/  /'  •  *•  </f  Unm  industry  he  is  by  no  means  reo,unx 
v,  -• /v*  *.  /',.*-*, .,j'  th<»  per,  or  for  the  promotion  of  pi^y* 
/  +  .  *  'stt**i  u»  *v  \>\*>y  it  for  freif-gratification,  in  almost  even 
»K  vr*  $t*  ,/'/,*  vk  ul  and  agreeable.  He  may  keep  an  exct>- 
s>.0  ***,+  4  ',  '/Afiim,  and  Ix*  driven  about  in  an  easy  chariot  b* 
4>  y.  «*  v/* '  /'*40  ar»4  f*>ur  piurup  horses  j  but  his  plate  must  be 
0  */-l  t  tfvrr/9  ar/d  hi*  carriage  and  horses  (perhaps  his  flower* 
+•/,)  M  *  'i  »'♦*/  colour.  Hi**  guests  may  talk  of  oxen  and  bred 
W„  %%  v,.*yf  4%  *h''y  flunk  fit ;  but  wit  and  gaiety  are  entirely 
M/,vf:yl(  arid  topics  of  literature  but  rarely  tolerated.  Ha 
l^/ft  ^oJ  /  rj*  ^n*  bud  up  to  a  premature  knowledge  of  barg  :> 
w#/  *'*'{  hoit^kf  pinjr  ;  but  when  their  bounding  spirits  are  ^t:  :;T* 
•j,'»f  m  "vy  limb,  th«*y  must  not  violate  their  sedateness  a 
tif,;'>*  %Kip  ^—  tbtir  stdinas  must  not  be  disturbed  by  rasing  ir 
voJ  '  •»  b'  yond  theii  common  pitch  \ — and  they  would  be  discv^i 
if  tl»/*y  wrre  to  tune  their  innocent  voices  in  a  hymn  to  their  vr^t 
!Wi«  factor.  We  cannot  htlp  saying,  that  all  this  is  absur.  aii 
ifidi-fenfiiblc.  Either  let  the  Quakers  renounce  all  the  enjoy .^er» 
ifi  thi»  lif'S  or  take  ..h  that  are  innocent.  The  pursuit  of  *e&* 
furvly  holds  out  a  greater  tea^ptatioa  to  iuunoiality,  than  the 
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study  of  music.  Let  them  disown  those  who  accumulate  mom 
than  is  necessary  for  their  subsistence,  or  permit  those  who  hare 
leisure  to  employ  it  in  something  better  than  money-getting.  To 
permit  a  man  to  have  a  house  and  retinue,  from  tne  expenses  of 
which  fifty  poor  families  might  be  supported,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  interdict  a  fold  in  his  coat,  or  a  ruffle  to  his  shirt,  oa  ac- 
count of  their  costliness  and  vanity,  is  as  ridiculous,  and  as  su«* 
perstitious,  as  it  is  for  the  Church  of  Rome  to  permit  ofee  of  hear 
cardinals  to  sit  down,  on  a  meagre  day,  to  fifty  costly  and  deii? 
cious  dishes  of  fish  and  pastry,  while  it  excommunicates  a  peasant 
for  breaking  through  the  holy  abstinence  with  a  morsel  of  rusty 
bacon.  With  those  general  impressions,  we  shall  easily  dispose 
of  their  other  peculiarities. 

The  amusements  of  the  theatre  are  strictly  forbidden  to  Quakers 
of  every  description ;  and  this,  partly  because  many  plays  are 
immoral,  but  chiefly  because,  on  the  stage,  '  men  personate  cha- 
racters that  are  not  their  own ;  and  thus  become  altogether  so-* 
phisficated  in  their  looks,  words  and  actions,  which  is  contrary  to 
the  simplicity  and  truth  required  by  Christianity. '  We  scarcely 
think  the  Quakers  will  be  much  obliged  to  Mr  Clarkson  for  im- 
puting this  kind  of  reasoning  to  them.  We  would  rather  hear 
at  once  that  the  playhouse  was  the  Devil's  drawing-room,  and 
that  the  actors  paint  their  faces,  and  deserve  the  fate  of  Jezebel* 
As  to  the  sin  of  personating  characters  not  their  own,  and  sew 
phisticating  their  looks  and  words,  it  is  necessarily  committed  by 
every  man  who  reads  aloud  a  dialogue  from  the  New  Testament, 
or  who  adopts,  from  the  highest  authority,  a  dramatic  form  in 
his  preaching.  As  to  the  other  objection,  that  theatrical  amuse- 
ments produce  too  high  a  degree  of  excitement  for  the  necessary 
sedateness  of  a  good  Christian,  we  answer,  in  the  first  place,  that 
we  do  not  see  why  a  good  Christian  should  be  more  still  and  se-» 
date  than  his  innocence  and  natural  gaiety  incline  him  to  be  ^ 
and,  in  the  second  place,  that  the  objection  proves  Mr  Clarkson 
to  be  laudably  ignorant  of  the  state  of  the  modern  drama,  which, 
we  are  credibly  informed,  is  by  no  means  so  extremely  interest* 
ing,  as  to  make  men  neglect  their  business  and  their  duties  tq 
run  after  it. 

Next  comes  dancing. — The  Quakers  prohibit  this  strictly;  1st, 
because  it  implies  the  accompaniment  of  music  which  has  beeqj 
already  interdicted ;  2dly,  because  '  it  is  useless,  and  below  th$ 
dignity  of  the  Christian  character ; '  Sdly,  because  it  implies  as* 
semblies  of  idle  persons,  which  lead  to  thoughtlessness  as  to  th$ 
important  duties  of  life;  4thly,  because  it  gives  rise  to  silly 
vanity,  and  envying,  and  malevolence.  The  lovers  of  dancing, 
jve  think,  will  be  able  to  answer  those  objections  without  our  as*. 
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distance;  such  of  \hem  as  have  not  been  already  obviated,  are  ap- 
plicable, and  are  in  fact  applied  by  the  Quakers  to  every  species  of 
accomplishment-  They  are  applicable  also,  though  the  Quakers 
do  not  apply  them,  to  all  money-getting  occupations  in  which 
there  is  room  for  rivalry  and  competition. 

The  reading  of  novels  is  next  prohibited,  not  so  much,  Mr 
Clarkson,  assures  us,  on  account  of  their  fictitious  nature,  though 
that  is  ground  enough  for  the  abhorrence  of  many  Quakers,  but 
©n  account  of  their  general  immorality,  and  their  tendency  to 
produce  an  undue  excitement  of  mind,  and  to  alienate  the  atten- 
tion from  objects  of  serious  importance.  These  are  good  reasons 
against  the  reading  of  immoral  novels,  and  against  .making  them 
our  sole  or  our  principal  study.  Other  moralists  are  contented 
with  selecting  and  limiting  the  novels  they  allow  to  be  read.  The 
Quakers  alone  make  it  an  abomination  to  read  any  ;  which  is  like 
prohibiting  all  use  of  wine  or  animal  food,  instead  of  restricting 
our  censures  to  the  excess  or  abuse  of  them. 

Last  of  aH,  the  sports  of  the  field  are  prohibited,  partly  on  ac- 
count of  the  animal  suffering  they  produce,  and  partly  from  the 
habits  of  idleness  and  ferocity  which  they  are  supposed  to  gene- 
rate. This  is  Mr  Clarkson's  account  of  the  matter ;  but  we  shall 
probably  form  a  more  correct  idea  of  the  true  Quaker,  from  be- 
ing told  that  George  Fox  <  considered  that  man  in  the  fall,  or 
the  apostate  man,  had  a  vision  so  indistinct  and  vitiated,  that  he 
could  not  see  the  animals  of  the  creation  as  he  ought  j  but  that 
the  man  who  was  restored,  or  the  spiritual  Christian,  had  a  new 
and  clear  discernment  concerning  them,  which  would  oblige  him 
to  consider  and  treat  them  in  a  proper  manner. '  The  Quakers, 
however,  allow  the  netting  of  animals  for  food ;  and  cannot  well 
object  to  shooting  them,  provided  it  be  gone  about  for  the  same 
economical  purpose,  and  not  for  self-gratification, — at  least  in  the 
act  of  'killing. 

Air  Clarkson  proceeds  next  to  discuss  the  discipline,  as  he  calls 
it,  or  interior  government  of  the  Quaker  society ;  but  we  think 
k  more  natural  to  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  what  he  an- 
nounces as  their  peculiar  customs,  which,  for  any  thing  we  see, 
might  all  have  been  classed  among  the  prohibitions  which  consti- 
tute their  moral  education. 

The  first  is  the  peculiarity  of  their  dress.  The  original  rule, 
lie  says,  was  only  that  it  should  be  plain  and  cheap.  He  vindicates 
George  Fox  from  the  charge  of  having  gone  about  in  a  leathern 
doublet ;  and  maintains,  that  the  present  dress  of  the  Quakers 
is  neither  more  nor  less  than  the  common  dress  of  grave  and  so- 
ber persons  of  the  middling  rank  at  the  first  institution  of  the 
society  \  and  that  they  have  retained  it,  not  out  of  any  Supersti- 
tion* 
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tious  opinion  of  its  sanctity,  but  because  they  thought  it  would 
indicate  a  frivolous  vanity  to  change  it,  unless  for  some  reason  of 
convenience.  Except  that  the  men  now  wear  loops  to  their  hats* 
and  that  the  women  have  in  a  great  measure  given  up  their  black 
hoods  and  green  aprons,  their  costume  is  presumed  to  be  almost 
exactly  the  same  as  it  was  nearly  two  hundred  years  ago.  They 
have  a  similar  rule  as  to  their  furniture  j  which,  though  some- 
times elegant  and  costly,  is  uniformly  plain,  and  free  from 
glare  or  ostentation.  In  conformity  with  this  principle,  they  do 
not  decorate  their  houses  with  pictures  or  prints,  and  in  general 
discourage  the  practice  of  taking  portraits  \  for  which  piece  of 
abstinence  Mr  Clarkson  gives  the  following  simple  reason.  *  The 
first  Quakers,  considering  themselves  as  poor  helpless  creatures, 
and  as  little  better  than  dust  and  ashes,  nad  but  a  mean  idea  of 
their  own  images  ! ' 

One  of  the  most  prominent  peculiarities  in  the  Quaker  customs, 
relates  to  their  language.  They  insist,  in  the  first  place,  upon  say- 
ing thou  instead  of  you  ;  and  this  was  an  innovation  upon  which 
their  founder  seems  to  have  valued  himself  at  least  as  much  as  up- 
on any  other  part  of  his  system.  c  The  use  of  thou,  *  says  honest 
George  Fox,  with  visible  complacency,  *  was  a  sore  cut  to  proud 
flesh  •, '  and  many  beatings,  and  revilings,  and  hours  of  durance  in 
the  stocks,  did  he  triumphantly  endure  for  his  intrepid  adherence 
to  tliis  grammatical  propriety.  Except,  that  it  is  (or  rather  was) 
grammatically  correct,  we  really  can  see  no  merit  in  this  form  of 
speech.  The  chief  Quaker  reason  for  it,  however,  is,  that  the 
use  of  r  you *  to  a  single  person  is  a  heinous  piece  of  flattery,  and 
an  instance  of  the  grossest  and  meanest  adulation.  It  is  obvious, 
however,  that  what  is  applied  to  all  men  without  exception,  can- 
not well  be  adulation.  If  princes  and  patrons  alone,  were  called 
f  you, '  while  (  thou '  was  still  used  to  inferiors  or  equals,  wc 
would  understand  why  the  levelling  principle  of  the  Quakers 
should  set  itself  against  the  distinction  5  but  if  *  you  '  be  inva- 
riably and  indiscriminately  used  to  the  very  lowest  of  mankind, — 
to  negroes,  felons,  and  toad-eaters, — it  is  perfectly  obvious,  that 
no  person's  vanity  can  possibly  be  puffed  up  by  receiving  it,  and 
that  the  most  contemptuous  misanthropist  may  employ  it  with- 
out any  scruple.  Comparing  the  said  pronouns  together,  indeed, 
in  this  respect,  it  is  notorious,  that c  thou  *  is,  with  us,  by  far 
the  most  flattering  compellation  of  the  two.  It  is  the  form  in 
which  men  address  the  Deity ;  and  in  which  all  tragical  love  let- 
ters, and  verses  of  solemn  adulation,  are  conceived.  s  You  '  be- 
longs unquestionably  to  familiar  and  equal  conversation.  In 
truth,  it  is  altogether  absurd  to  consider  *  you  '  as  exclusively  a 
plural  pronoun  in  the  modern  English  language.     It  may  be  a 
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^natter  of  history  that  it  was  originally  used  as  a  plural  only ;  and 
it  may  be  a  matter  of  theory  that  it  was  first  applied  to  individuals 
on  a  principle  of  flattery;  but  the  fact  is,  that  it  is  now  our  se- 
cond person  singular.  When'apphed  to  ail  individual,  it  never 
excites  any  idea  either  of  plurality  or  of  adulation  j  but  excites 
precisely  and  exactly  the  idea  that  was  excited  by  the  use  of 
4  thou  *  in  an  earlier  stage  of  the  language.  There  is  no  more 
impropriety  in  the  use  of  it,  therefore,  than  in  the  use  of  any 
modern  term  which  has  superseded  an  obselete  one ;  nor  any 
more  virtue  in  reviving  the  use  of  c  thou,  '  than  there  would  be 
in  reviving  any  other  antiquated  word.  It  would  be  just  as  rea- 
sonable to  talk  always  of  our  doublets  and  hose,  and  eschew  all 
mention  of  coats  or  stockings,  as  a  fearful  abomination. 

The  same  observations  apply  to  the  other  Quaker  principle  of 
refusing  to  call  any  man  Mr  or  Sir,  or  to  subscribe  themselves  in 
their  letters,  any  man's  humble  servant  Their  reasons  for  this 
refusal,  are,  1st,  that  the  common  phrases  import  a  falsehood  3 
and,  2dly,  that  they  puff  up  vain  man  with  conceit.  Now,  as 
to  the  falsehood,  we  have  to  observe,  that  the  words  objected  to^ 
really  do  not  mean  any  thing  about  bondage  ot  dominion  when 
used  on  those  occasions  ;  and  .neither  are  so  understood,  nor  are 
in  danger  of  being  so  understood,  by  any  one  tfrho  hears  them. 
Words  are  significant  sounds ;  and  it  is  solely  in  consequence  of 
the  meaning  they  convey,  that  men  can  be  responsible  for  using 
them.  Now,  the  only  meaning  which  can  be  inquired  after  in  this 
respect,  is  the  meaning  of  the  person  who  speaks,  and  of  the 
person  who  hears ;  but  neither  the  speaker  nor  the  hearer,  with 
us,  understand  the  appellation  of  Mr,  prefixed  to  a  man's  name, 
to  import  any  mastership  or  dominion  in  him  relatively  to  the 
other.  It  is  merely  a  customary  addition,  which  means  nothing 
but  that  you  wish  to  speak  of  the  individual  with  civility.  That 
the  word  employed  to  signify  this,  is  the  same  word,  or  very  near 
the  same  word,  with  one  which,  on  other  occasions,  signifies  a 
master  over  servants,  does  not  at  all  affect  its  meaning  upon  thia 
occasion.  It  does  not  signify  any  such  tiling  when  prefixed  to  z 
man's  proper  rame ;  and  though  it  might  have  been  used  at  first 
out  of  servility  with  a  view  to  that  relation,  it  is  long  since  that 
connexion  has  been  lost ;  and  it  now  signifies  nothing  but  what 
is  perfectly  true  and  ct  Tect.  Etymology  can  point  out  a  multi- 
tude of  words  which  hjve  thus  come  to  acquire  a  variety  of  sig- 
nifications, and  which  even  the  Quakers  think  it  sufficiently  law- 
ful to  use  in  them  all.  A  stage  signifies  a  certain  distance  on  the 
road — or  a  raised  platform— or  a  carriage  that  travels  periodically 
— or  a  certain  point  in  the  progress  of  any  affair.  It  could  easily 
be  shewn,  too,  that  all  these  different  meanings  spring  from  each 
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other,  *nd  were  gradually  attributed  to  what  was  ori£tfK(Uy  One  and 
the  same  word.  The  words,  however,  are  now  multiplied  to  corre- 
spond with  the  meanings  *,  an4  though  they  have  the  same  sound 
and  orthography,  are  never  confounded  by  any  one  who  is  ac- 
quainted with  the  language.  There  is,  in  fact,  the  same  differ- 
ence between  the  word  master,  implying  power  and  authority 
over  servants,  and  the  word  Master  or  Mister  prefixed  to  a  pro- 
per name,  and  implying  merely  a  certain  degree  of  respect  and 
civility.  That  there  is  no  deception  either  intended  or  effected, 
must  be  admitted  by  the  Quakers  themselves ;  and  it  is  not  easy 
to  conceive  how  the  guilt  of  falsehood  can  be  mewrred  without 
some  such  intention.  Upon  the  very  same  principle,  they  would 
themselves  be  guilty  of  falsehood,  if-  they  called  a  friend  by  his 
name  of  Walkery  when  he  was  mounted  in  his  one-horse  chaise,— 
or  by  his  name  of  Smithy  if  he  did  not  happen  to  be  a  worker  in 
metal.  The  most  amusing  part  of  the  matter,  indeed,  is,  that  in 
their  abhorrence  of  this  etymological  falsehood,  they  have  them- 
selves adopted  a  practice,  which  is  liable,  on  the  same  prin- 
ciples, to  more  serious  objections.  Though  they  will  not  call 
any  body  Sir  or  Master,  they  call  every  body  «  Friend  ; '  although 
it  is  evident  that,  to  a  stranger,  this  must  be  mere  civility* 
like  the  words  they  reject,  and  to  an  enemy  must  approach 
nearly  to  insincerity.  They  have  rejected  an  established  phrase* 
ology>  therefore,  to  adopt  one  much  more  proper  to  fill  them 
with  scruples.  We  have  dwelt  too  long,  however,  on  this  pal- 
try casuistry  ;  and  must  leave  our  readers  to  apply  these  observa- 
tions to  our  common  epistolary  salutations,  which  are  all  in  the 
tame  predicament. 

For  similar,  or  rather  for  more  preposterous  reasons,  the 
Quakers  have  changed  the  names  of  the  months  and  of  the 
dap  of  the  week.  Some  of  them  are  named,  it  seems,  after  the 
Heathen  gods ;  and  therefore  the  use  of  them  '  seemed  to  be 
expressive  of  a  kind  of  idolatrous  homage. '  If  such  a  new  ka* 
lendar  had  been  devised  by  the  original  Christians,  when  March 
and  June  were  not  only  named  after  Mars  and  Juno,  but  d  is  tin* 
guishedby  particular  festivals  in  their  honour,  we  could  have 
comprehended  the  motive  of  the  innovation  j  but,  now-a-days, 
when  Mars  and  Juno  are  no  more  thought  o£  than  Hector  or  H*l 
Cuba,  and  when  men  would  as  soon  think  of  worshipping  an  ape 
or  a  crocodile  as  either  of  them,  it  does  appear  to  us  the  very 
acme  of  absurdity  to  suppose  that  there  can  be  any  idolatry  in 
naming  their  names.  In  point  of  fact,  whatever  the  matter  may 
be  etymologically  or  historically,  we  conceive  that  Wednesday 
and  Thursday  are  words  in  modern  English,  that  have  no  sort  of 
reference  to  the  gods  Woden  and  Thor.  They  raise  no  idea  con- 
nected with  these  personages  *  and  are  never  used  with  the  inten- 
tion 
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tion of  raising  any  such  idea.  As  they  are  used  at  present,  there- 
fore, they  do  not  signify  days  dedicated  to  these  divinities,  but 
merely  the  days  that  come  betweefi  Tuesday  and  Friday  in  our 
kalendar.  Tnose  who  think  otherwise  must  maintain  also,  that 
the  English  word  expedient ,  actually  signifies  untying  of  feet, 
and  the  word  consideration,  a  taking  of  stars  together. 

Another  of  their  peculiar  customs  is,  that  they  will  not  pull 
off  their  hats,  or  make  a  bow  to  any  body.  This  is  one  of  tneir 
most  ancient  and  respected  canons.  f  George  Fox, '  Mr  Clark- 
son  assures  us,  '  was  greatly  grieved  about  these  idle  ceremonies. 
He  lamented  that  men  should  degrade  themselves  by  the  use  of  therri, 
and  that  they  should  encourage  habits  that  were  abhorrent  of  the 
truth. '  *  Honest  George  !  He  was  accordingly  repeatedly  beaten 
and  abused  for  his  refractoriness  in  this  particular ;  and  a  long 
story  is  told  in  this  volume,  of  a  controversy  he  had  with  Judge 
Glynn,  whom  he  posed  with  a  citation  from  Daniel,  purport- 
ing, that  the  three  children  were  cast  into  the  fiery  furnace  c  with 
their  hats  on. '  Is  it  possible  however  to  believe,  that  any  rational 
being  can  imagine  that  there  is  any  sin  in  lifting  off  one's  hat,  or 
bending  the  body  ?  It  is  an  easy  and  sufficiently  convenient  way 
of  shewing  our  respect  or  attention.  A  good-natured  man  could 
do  a  great  deal  more  to  gratify  a  mere  stranger  ;  and  if  there  be 
one  individual  who  would  take  the  omission  amiss,  that  alone 
would  be  a  sufficient  reason  for  persisting  in  the  practice. 

Mr  Clarkson  next  discusses  the  private  manners  of  this  rigid 
sect,  and  admits  that  they  are  'rather  dull,  cold,  and  taciturn. 
Their  principles  prohibit  them  from  the  use  of  idle  words ;  un- 
der which  they  include  every  sort  of  conversation  introduced 
merely  for  gaiety  or  amusement.  Their  deficiency  in  classical 
literature  cuts  off  another  great  topic.  Politics  are  proscribed,  as 
leading  to  undue  warmth  *,  and  all  sorts  of  scandal,  and  allusion 
to  public  spectacles  or  amusements,  for  a  more  fundamental  rea- 
son. Thus,  they  have  little  to  talk  about  but  their  health,  their 
business,  or  their  religion ;  and  all  these  things  they  think  it  a 
duty  to  discuss  in  a  concise  and  sober  manner.  They  say  no 
graces  ;  but  when  their  meal  is  on  the  table,  they  sit  silent  and 
in  a  thoughtful  posture  for  a  short  time,  waiting  for  an  illapse  of 
the  spirit.  If  they  are  not  moved  to  make  any  ejaculation,  they 
begin  to  eat  without  more  ado.  They  drink  no  Tiealths,  nor 
toasts  j  though  not  so  much  from  the  inconvenience  of  the  thing, 
as  because  they  conceive  this  to  have  been  a  bacchanalian  prac- 
.  tice  borrowed  from  the  heathens  of  antiquity.  They  are  very 
sober ;  and  instead  of  sitting  over  their  wine  after  dinner,  fre- 
quently propose  to  their  guests  a  walk  before  tea ;  the  females 
do  not  leave  the  party  during  this  interval.     Their  marriages  are 
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attended  wkh  no  other  ceremony,  than  that  of  taking  each  other 
by  the  hand  in  a  public  meeting,  and  declaring  their  willingness 
to  be  united.  Notice  must  be  given  of  this  intention  at  a  previ- 
ous meeting,  when  the  consent  of  their  parents  is  required,  and 
a  deputation  appointed  to  inquire  whether  they  are  free  from  all 
previous  engagements.  Quakers  marrying  out  of  the  society  are 
disowned,  though  they  be  again  received  into  membership  on 
expressing  their .  repentance  for  their  marriage  \  a  declaration 
which  cannot  be  very  flattering  to  the  infidel  spouse.  There  are 
many  more  women  than  men  disowned  for  this  transgression. 
The  funerals  of  the  Quakers  are  as  free  from  solemnity  as  their 
marriages.  They  wear  no  mourning,  and  do  not  even  cover 
their  coffins  with  black;— their  burying  ground  receives  no 
consecration  v— they  use  no  prayers  $-*-the  body  is  generally 
carried  to  the  meeting-house,  before  it  is  committed  to  the 
earth,  and  a  short  pause  is  made,  during  which  any  one  who 
feels  himself  moved  to  speak,  may  address  the  congregation  ; — 
it  is  set  down  for  a  lidde  time,  alsp,  at  the  edge  of  the  grave,  for 
the  same  opportunity }— it  is  then  interred,  and  the  friends  and 
relations  walk  away.  They  use  no  vaults,  and  erect  no  monu- 
ments,-'— though  they  sometimes  collect  and  preserve  some  ac- 
count <A  the  lives  and  sayings  of  their  more  eminent  and  pious 
ministers. 

On  the  subject  of  fitrade,  therfc  is  a  good  deal  of  casuistry 
among  the1  Quakers.  They  strictly  prohibit  the  slave-trade,  and 
had  the  merit  of  passing  a  severe  censure  "upon  it  so  long  ago  as 
1727.  They  abb  prohibit  privateering,  smuggling,  and  all  traffic 
in  weapons  of  war.  Most  other  trades  they  allow  5  but  under 
certain  limitations.  A  Quaker  may  be  a  bookseller  \  but  he  must 
not  sell  any  immoral  book.  He  may  be  a  dealer  in  spirits  \  but 
he  rhust  not  sell  to  those  whom  he  knows  to  be  drunkards.  He 
rnay  even  be  a  silversmith  5  but  he  must  not  deal  in  splendid  or- 
naments for  the  person.  In  no  case  may  he  recommend  his 
goods  as  fashionable.  It  is  much  and  learnedly  disputed  in  this 
volume,  whether  he  may  make  or  sell  ribands  and  other  fineries 
of  this  sort ;  or  whether*  as  a  tailor  or  hatter,  he  may  furnish 
any  other  articles  than  such  as  the  society  patronizes.  Mention 
is  also  made  of  a  Quaker  tailor  well  known  to  King  James  the 
Second,  who  was  so  scrupulous  in  this  respect,  that  *  he  would 
not  allow  his  servants  to  put  any  corruptive  finery  upon  the 
clothes  which  he  had  been  employed  to  furnish  5  *  and  of  one 
John  Woolman,  who  *  found  himself  sensibly  weakened  as 
a  Christian,  whenever  he  traded  in  things  that  served  chiefly 
to  please  the  vain  mind,  or  people. '  Apart  from  these  fop, 
perils,  however,  the  Quaker  regulations  for  trade  are  excellent, 
fjiey  discourage  all  hazardous  speculations,  and  all  fictitious 
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paper  credit.  If  a  member  becomes  bankrupt,  a  committee  is 
appointed  to  inspect  his  affairs.  If  his  insolvency  is  reported  to 
have  been  produced  by  misconduct,  he  is  disowned,  and  cannot 
be  received  back  till  he  has  paid  his  whole  debts,  even  although 
he  may  have  been  discharged  on  a  composition.  If  he  has  failed 
through  misfortune,  he  continues  in  the  society,  though  no  con- 
tributions are  received  from  him  till  his  debts  are  fully  paid. 

When  Quakers  di (agree,  they  feldom  fcold  ;  and  never  fight  or 
go  to  law.  George  Fox  recommended  them  to  fettle  all  their  dif- 
ferences by  arbitration  j  and  they  have  adhered  to  this  pra&ice 
ever  fince.  Where  the  arbitrators  are  puzzled  about  tne  law, 
they  are  to  agree  on  a  cafe,  and  confult  founfel.  When  a  Quaker 
difagrees  with  a  perfon  out  of  the  fociety,  he  generally  propofes 
arbitration  in  the  firft  inftance ;  if  this  be  refafed,  he  has  no 
fcruple  of  going  to  law. 

Wc  ihould  now  proceed. to  give  fome  account  of  what  Mr 
Clarkfon  has  called  the  four  Great  Tenets  of  the  Quakers ;  but  the 
length  to  which  we  have  already  extended  thefe  remarks  muft  con- 
fine our  observations  to  very  narrow  limits.  The  firft  is,  That 
the  civil  magiftrate  has  no  right  to  interfere  in  religious  matters 
fo  as  either  to  enforce  attendance  on  one  mode  of  worfhip,  or  to 
interdi£t  any  other  which  is  harmlefs.  In  this,  certainly,  their 
doflrine  is  liable  to  very  little  objection.  Their  fecond  great  te- 
net is,  That  it  is  unlawful  to  fwear  upon  anv  occafion  whatfoever. 
We  have  not  leifure  now  to  difcufs  this  point  with  Mr  Clarkfon) 
indeed,  from  the  obftru&ion  which  this  fcruple  has  fo  often  oeca- 
fioned  to  law  proceedings,  it  has  been  difcufied  much  oftener  than 
any  of  the  reft.  Thofe  who  want  to  fee  a  neat  and  forcible  ab- 
ftraft  of  the  Quaker  reasoning  on  the  fubjeQ,  had  better  look 
into  Barclay  at  once,  in  (lead  of  wading  through  the  amplifica- 
tion of  Mr  Clarkfon.  Their  third  great  tenet  is,  That  it  is 
unlawful  to  engage  in  the  profeffion  of  arms.  This  is  founded 
entirely  upon  a  literal  interpretation  of  certain  texts  of  fcripture, 
requiring  men  to  love  and  blefs  their  enemies,  and  to  turn'  one 
cheek  to  him  who  had  fmitten  the  other,  &c.  It  is  commonly 
fuppofed,  we  believe,  that  thefe  expreflions  were  only  meant  to 
fhadow  out,  by  a  kind  of  figure,  that  amicable  and  gentle  dif- 
pofition  by  which  men  fliould  be .  actuated  in  their  ordinary 
,  intercourse  with  each  other,  and  by  no  means  to  be  made  the  for- 
mal direftors  of  their  condu&  through  life.  In  any  other  fenfe, 
indeed,  they  would  evidently  amount  to  an  encouragement  to  all 
forts  of  violence  and  injuftice,  and  would  entirely  difable  and  an- 
nihilate all  civil  government  or  authority  among  men.  If  evil  is 
not  to  be  redded,  and  if  the  man  who  takes  a  cloke  is  to  be  prefled 
to  a  coat  alfo,  it  is  plain  that  the  puniftiment  of  thieves  and  rob- 
bers muft  be  juft  as  unlawful  as  the  refilling  of  invaders.    It  is  re- 
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markable,  indeed,  that  the  Quakers  do  not  carry  their  literal  fub- 
miflion  to  the  fcripture  quite  this  length.  They  would  ftruggle 
manfully  for  their  clokes ;  and,  inftead  of  giving  the  robber  their 
coats  aHb,  would  be  very  glad  to  have  him  imprifoned  and  flogged. 
If  they  can  get  rid  of  the  letter  of  the  law,  however,  in  any  cafe* 
it  does  appear  to  us,  that  there  are  occafionally  flronger  reafons  for 
difpenfing  with  the  fuppofed  prohibition  of  war  than  with  any  of 
the  others.  If  they  would  be  jullified  in  killing  a  wild  bealt  that 
had  rufhed  into  their  habitation,  they  mull  be  jullified  in  kill- 
ing an  invader  who  threatens  to  fubjeft  them  and  the  whole 
community  to  his  brutal  luft,  rapacity,  and  cruelty-  We  muft 
call  it  a  degrading  fuperllition  that  would  withhold  the  hands  of  a 
man  in  fuch  an  emergency.  The  laft  great  tenet  is,  That  it  is  un- 
lawful to  give  pecuniary  hire  to  a  gofpel  minitlry.  This,  again, 
is  entirely  a  war  of  texts,  aided  by  a  confufed  reference  to  the  hif- 
tory  of  tythes,  from  which  the  following  moft  logical  deductions 
are  made. 

*  Firft,  that  they  are  not  in  equity  dues  of  the  Church — fecondly, 
that  the  payment  of  them  being  compulfory,  it  would,  if  acceded  to9 
be  an  acknowledgment  that  the  civil  magiftrate  had  a  right  to  ufe  force 
in  matters  of  religion — and,  thirdly*  that,  being  claimed  upon  an  act 
which  holds  them  forth  as  of  divine  right,  any  payment  of  them  would 
be  an  acknowledgment  of  the  Jewifh  religion,  and  that  Chrill  had  not 
yet  actually  come.  ■     III.  141. 

After  perusing  ail  that  we  have  now  abstracted,  Mr  Clarkson's 
readers  might  perhaps  have  been  presumed  capable  of  *  forming 
some  conclusion  for  themselves  as  to  the  Quaker  character  \  but 
the  author  chooses  to  make  the  inference  for  them,  in  a  disserta- 
tion of  150  pages,  to  which  we  must  satisfy  ourselves,  for  the 
present,  with  making  this  general  reference.  We  must  use  the 
same  liberty  with  the  miscellaneous  particulars,  which  fill  nearly 
as  many  pages  with  an  attempt  to  prove  that  the  Quakers  are  a 
very  happy  people,  that  they  have  done  good  by  the  example  of 
their  virtues,  and  that  those  who  have  thoughts  of  leaving  the 
society,  had  better  think  twice,  before  they  take  a  step  of  so 
much  consequence. 

We  come  now  to  say  a  few  words  on  the  subject  of  their  interior 
government,  which  appears  to  us  to  be  formed  very  much  upon  the 
model  of  the  Presbyterian  churches  established  in  this  part  of  the 
kingdom.  The  basis  of  the  whole  system  is,  that  every  member 
of  the  society  is  not  only  entitled,  but  bound  in  duty,  to  watch 
over  the  moral  and  religious  deportment  of  any  other  whom  he 
has  an  opportunity  of  observing,  and  to  interfere  for  his  admoni- 
tion and  correction  when  he  sees  cause.  Till  the  year  169S,  this 
duty  was  not  peculiarly  imposed  upon  any  individual  5  but,  since 

G  %  that 


Digitized  by 


Google 


100  Clarkson  on  Quakerism,  April 

that  time,  four  or  five  persons  are  named  in  each  congregation, 
under  the  title  of  overseers,  who  are  expected  to  watch  over  the 
conduct  of  the  flock  with  peculiar  anxiety.  The  half  of  these 
are  women,  who  take  charge  of  their  own  sex  only.  Four  or 
five  congregations  are  associated  together,,  and  hold  a  general 
motrthly  meeting  of  deputies,  of  both  sexes,  from  each  congrega- 
tion. Two  or  more  of  each  sex  are  deputed  from  these  monthly 
meetings  to  the  general  quarterly  meeting,  which  reunites  all  the 
congregations  of  a  county,  or  larger  district,  according  to  the 
extent  of  the  Quaker  population  ;  and  those,  again,  send  four  of 
each  sex  to  the  great  yenrly  meeting  or  convocation,  which  is  re- 
gularly assembled  in  London,  and  continues  its  sitting  for  ten  or 
twelve  days. 

'  The  method  of  proceeding,  where  the  conduct  of  a  member 
has  been  disorderly,  is,  first,  by  private  admonition,  ekher  by 
individuals,  or  by  the  overseers  ;  where  this  is  not  effectual,  the 
case  is  reported  to  the  monthly  meeting,  who  appoint  a  commit- 
tee to  deal  with  him,  and,  upon  their  report,  either  receive  him 
back  into  communion,  or  expel  him  from  the  society  by  a  written 
document,  entitled,  A  Testimony  of  Disownment.  From  thifr 
sentence,  however,  he  may  appeal  to  the  quarterly  meeting,  and 
from  that  to  die  yearly.  These  courts  of  review  investigate 
the  case  by  means  of  a  committee  5  of  which  none  of  those  who 
pronounced  the  sentence  complained  of,  can  be  members. 

In  the  monthly  meetings,  all  presentations  of  marriages  are 
received,  and  births  and  funerals  registered  ;— contributions  and 
arrangements  are  made  for  the  relief  of  the  poor  j— persons  are 
disowned,  or  received  back  •, — and  cases  of  scruples  are  stated 
and  discussed.  They  likewise  prepare  answers  to  a  series  of 
standing  queries  as  to  the  state  and  condition  of  their  congrega- 
tions, which  they  transmit  to  the  quarterly  meeting.  The  quar- 
terly meeting  hears  appeals, — receives  the  reports  in  answer  to 
these  queries, — and  prepares,  in  its  turn,  a  more  general  and 
comprehensive  report  for  the  great  annual  meeting  in  JLondon. 
This  assembly,  zg  un,  hears  appeals  from  the  quarterly  meetings, 
and  receives  their  reports ;  and  finally,  draws  up  a  public  or  pas- 
toral letter  to  die  whole  society,  in  which  it  communicates  the 
most  interesting  particulars,  as  to  its  general  state  and  condition, 
that  have  been  collected  from  the  reports  hid  before  it, — makes 
such  suitable  admonitions  and  exhortations  for  their  moral  and 
civil  conduct,  as  die  complexion  of  the  time3,  or  the  nature  of 
these  reports  have  suggested, — and  recommends  to  their  consi- 
deration any  project  or  proposition  that  may  have  been  laid  be- 
fore it,  for  die  promotion  of  religion,  and  die  good  of  mankind, 
"i'he  slave-trade  has,  of  late  years,  generally  formed  one  of  the 
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topics  of  this  general  epistle,  which  is  printed  and  circulated 
throughout  the  society.  In  all  their  meetings,  the  male  and  fe- 
male deputies  hold  their  meetings,  and  transact  their  business, 
in  separate  apartments,  meeting  together  only  for  worship,  or 
for  making  up  their  general  reports.  The  wants  of  the  poor  are 
provided  for  by  the  monthly  meetings,  who  appoint  certain  over- 
seers to  visit  and  relieve  them  :  the  greater  part  of  these  over- 
seers are  women  \  and  whatever  they  find  wanting  in  the  course 
of  their  visits,  money,  clothes,  or  medicines,  they  order,  and 
their  accounts  are  settled  by  the  treasurer  of  die  monthly  meet- 
ing. Where  it  happens  that  there  are  more  poor  in  any  one  dis- 
trict than  can  easily  be  relieved  by  their  more  opulent  brethren 
within  it,  the  deficiency  is  supplied  by  the  quarterly  meeting  tp 
which  it  is  subjected.  The  children  of  the  poor  are  all  taught  to 
read  and  write  at  the  public  expense,  and  afterwards  bound  ap- 
prentice to  trades ; — the  females  are  generally  destined  for  ser- 
vice, and  placed  in  Quaker  families. 

•  Such,  '  fays  Mr  Ciarkfna,  with  a  very  natural  exultation  on  the 
good  management  of  hit  favourites,  *  fuch  is  the  organization  of  the 
discipline  or  government  of  the  Quakers.  Nor  may  it  improperly  he 
called  a  government,  when  we  confider,  that,  betides  all  matters  relat- 
ing to  the  church,  it  takes  cognifance  of  the  actions  of  Quakers  to 
Quakers,  and  of  .thefe  to  their  fellow-citizens  ;  and  of  thefe,  again,  to 
the  ftate ;  in  fad,  of  all  actions  of  Quaker*,  if  immornl  in  the  eye  of 
the  fociety,"  as  fo#o  as  they  are  known.  It  gives  out  its  prohibitions. 
It  marks  its  crimes*  It  impofcs  offices  on  its  fubje&s.  It  calls  them 
to  difcipltnary  duties.  This  government,  however,  notwithftanJing  in 
power,  has,  as  I,obferved  before,  no  prelident  or  head,  either  perma- 
nent or  temporary.  There  is  no  firft  man  through  the  whole  fociety. 
Neither  has  it  any  badge  of  office,  or  mace,  or  conftable's  ftaff,  or 
fword.  If  may  be  obferved,  al fo,  that  it  has  no  office  of  emolument 
by  whic^h  Its' hands  can  be  ftrr ngthened,  neither  mini  Her,  elder,  clerk, 
overfeer,  or  deputy,  being  paid  :  and  yet  its  ad  minift  ration  is  firmly 
conducted,  and  its  laws  are  better  obeyed  than  laws  by  perfons  uudcr 
any  other  denomination  or  government.  '     I.   24.6,  247. 

We  have  nothing  now  to  discuss  with  these  good  people,  but 
their  religion :  and  with  this  we  will  not  meddle.  It  is  quite 
plain  to  us,  that  their  founder  George  Fox  was  exceedingly  in- 
sane ;  and  though  we  by  no  means  suspect  many  of  his  present 
followers  of  the  same  malady,  we  cannot  help  saying  that  their 
doctrines  are  a  little  too  high-flown  for  our  humble  apprehension. 
They  hold  that  God  has  at  all  times  communicated  a  certain  por- 
tion of  the  spirit,  or  nvord>  or  light>  to  mankind ;  but  has  given 
very  different  portions  of  it  to  different  individuals  :  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  inward  illumination,  not  only  the  antient  pa- 
triarchs and  prophets,  but  many  of  the  old  heathen  philosophers, 
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were  very  good  Christians  :  that  no  kind  of  worship  and  preaching 
can  b?  acceptable  or  profitable,  unless  it  flow  from  the  immediate 
inspiration  and  movement  of  their  tnwprd  spirit ;  and  that  all 
ordination)  or  appointment  of  priests,  is  therefore  impious  and 
unavailing.  They  are  much  attached  to  the  Holy  Ghost ;  but 
are  supposed  to  reject  the  doctrine  of  the  Trinity ;  and  openly 
reject  the  sacraments  of  Baptism  and  the  Lord's  Supper,  witn 
all  other  rites,  ordinances,  and  ceremonies,  known  or  practised  in 
any  Christian  church.  These  tenets  they  justify  by  various  cita- 
tions from  the  New  Testament,  and  the  older  fathers ;  as  any 
one  may  see  in  the  works  of  Barclay  and  Penn,  with  rather  more 
satisfaction  than  in  this  of  Mr  Clarkson.  We  enter  not  at  pre- 
sent into  these  disputations. 

Upon  the  whole,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  the  Quakers  to  be 
a  tolerably  honest,  painstaking,  and  inoffensive  set  of  Christians. 
Very  stupid,  dull,  and  obstinate,  we  presume,  in  conversation  ; 
and  tolerably  lumpish  and  fatiguing  in  domestic  society :  active 
and  methodical  in  their  business,  and  narrow  minded  and  ill  in- 
formed as  to  most  other  particulars  :  beneficent  from  habit  and 
the  discipline  of  the  society  ;  but  cold  in  their  affections,  and  in- 
wardly chilled  into  a  sort  of  Chinese  apathy,  by  the  restraints  to 
which  they  ard  continually  subjected:  childish  and  absurd  in 
their  religious  scruples  and  peculiar  usages,  and  singularly  un- 
learned as  a.  sect  of  theologians  j  but  exemplary,  above  all  other 
sects,  for  the  decency  of  their  lives,  for  their  charitable  indul- 
gence to  all  other  persuasions,  for  their  care  of  their  poor*  and 
for  the  liberal  participation  they  haye  afforded  to  their  women 
in  all  the  duties  and  honours  of  the  society. 

We  would  not  willingly  insinuate  any  thing  against  the  general 
sincerity  of  those  who  remain  in  communion  with  this  body ;  but 
Mr  Clarkson  has  himself  noticed,  that  when  they  become  opu- 
lent, they  are  very  apt  to  fall  off  from  it  \  and  indeed  we  do  not 
recollect  ever  to  have  seen  either  a  Quaker  gentleman  of  fortune, 
or  a  Quaker  day-labourer.  T!ie  truth  is,  that  ninety-nine  out  of 
a  hundred  of  them  are  engaged  in  trade \  and  as  they  all  deal 
and  correspond  with  each  other,  it  is  easy  to  see  what  advan- 
tages they  must  have  as  traders,  from  belonging  to  so  great  a 
corporation.  A  few  follow  the  medical  profession ;  and  a  still 
smaller  number  that  of  conveyancing  \f  but  they  rely,  in  both,  pr| 
the  support  of  their  brethren  of  the  society.  It  is  rather  remark- 
able, that  Mr  Clarkson  has  not  given  us  any  sort  of  estimate  or 
calculation  of  their  present  numbers  in  England,  though,  from 
the  nature  of  their  government,  it  must  be  known  to  most  of 
fheir  leading  members.  It  is  the  general  opinion,  it  seems,  that 
fhey  are  gradually  diminishing. 
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ART.  VII.  TJu  Stranger  in  America :  Containing  Observations 
made  during  a  Long  Residence  in  that  Country,  on  the  Genius, 
.Manners,  and  Customs  of  the  People  of  the  United  States  ;  with 
Biographical  Particulars  of  Public  Characters  ;  Hints  and  Facts 
relative  to  the  Arts,  Sciences,  Commerce,  Agriculture,  Manufac- 
tures, Emigration,  and  tlte  Slave  Trade.  By  Charles  William , 
Janson  Esq.,  late  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island,  Counsellor 
at  Law.     4to.     pp.  500.     London.     Cundee.     1807. 

This  large  and  most  ill  arranged  volume  contains,  apparently, 
whatever  Mr  Janson  could  recollect  of  America,  aiding  his 
memory  by  a  few  notes  and  memorandums :  for  he  went  thi- 
ther without  any  view  of  becoming  an  author ;  made  no  regular 
tour ;  and  kept  no  constant  journal  of  his  excursions,  or  register 
of  his  observations.  He  repaired  to  the  New  World  to  gratify  a 
longing  which  he  had  to  see  it :  he  was  soon  tired  of  it  as  a  sight, 
and  engaged  in  different  speculations  ; — a  land  speculation,  which 
failed ; — a  trading  adventure,  which  shared  the  same  fate«$ — and, 
most  strange  of  all,  a  law  speculation, — for  he  was,  in  the  course 
of  his  rambles,  called  to  the  bar,  and  to  practice,  but  found  it  did 
not  answer.  He  resided,  in  this  way,  above  thirteen  years  in  the 
United  States  j  and  on  his  return,  as  the  custom  is,  he  wrote  his 
book.  According  to  another  still  more  ancient  custom,  he  begins 
by  appealing  to  the  '  persuasions  of  friends '  as  an  apology  for  pub- 
lishing it.  c  Year  after  year,  it  seems,  the  desire  of  communi- 
cating to  the  public  the  result  of  his  observations  respecting  our 
once  transatlantic  brethren '  has  been  restrained,  by  €  contem- 
plating the  many  volumes  which  have  appeared  on  the  subject. ' 
This  struggle,  however,  during  successive  years,  must  have  hap- 

|>ened  in  America ;  for  as  he  was  above  thirteen  years  there,  and 
eft  Europe  in  May  1793,  he  must  have  returned  to  England  late  in 
1806,  and  his  book  is  in  the  shops  early  in  1807.  It  is  indeed  a 
most  hasty  performance  ;  by  a  person  neither  accustomed  to  la- 
borious composition,  nor  qualified  to  write  without  labour ;  nei- 
ther capable  of  selecting  his  materials,  nor  of  arranging  them  j 
and  not  very  eminent  in  that  acutehess,  which  enables  a  man 
well  ta  observe,  or  profitably  to  reflect,  on  what  he  has  wit- 
nessed. 

A  vast  mass  of  anecdotes,  facts,  declamations,  pictures,  quo- 
tations from  noted  works,  excerpts  from  unknown  books,  songs 
and  other  verses,  newspaper  advertisements,  and  many  other  ar- 
ticles, are  thrown  together  by  a  sort  of  manual  exertion ;  then 
made  into  chapters  by  the  same  kind  of  labour,  adorned  with 
preface,  index,  and  title-pages  ;  and  then  advertised- for  sale.     In 
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all  this  the  hand  is  more  employed  than  the  head  ;  and  the  read-, 
er's  mental  fatigue  is  perhaps  nearly  equal  to  the  author's,  A 
little  amusement  he  may  derive  from  wading  through  the  volume  \ 
ft  stray  fact  of  some  value  he  may  catch  here  and  there  ;  but  he 
must  not  hope  for  that  average  proportion  between  the  number 
of  pages  and  the  amount  of  instruction,  which  encourages  him 
in  his.  perusal  of  ordinary  books.  We  shall  endeavour  to  save 
our  readers  a  part  of  this  labour,  and  to  communicate  a  fair  and 
just  share  of  the  profit, 

Mr  Janson  left  England  in  a  very  incommodious  merchant  ves- 
sel, commanded  by  a  captain  who  treated  him  ill)  and  kept  him 
tiearly  the  whole  voyage  on  short  allowance  ;  and  filled  with  pas- 
sengers, for  whom  he  seems  to  have  contracted  no  great  degree 
of  friendship.     The  voyage  presented  nothing  remarkable,  ex-* 
oept  a  visit  from  a,  French  privateer,  and  a  squall.     The  former 
occurrence  threw  our  author  into  a  violent  passion  5  the  latter 
gave  him  a  great  fright.     Tne  behaviour  of  the  captain,  too,  kept 
him  in  constant  bad  humour  ;  and  one  of  the  passengers,  an  A- 
merican,  provoked  him,  by  shewing  a  dislike  of  England ;  and 
Bob,  the  cook-boy,  comported  himself  rudely  \ — all  which  irrita- 
tions had  so  visible  an  effect  on  Mr  Janson,  that  he  obtained  the 
appellation  of  the  €  Grumbler ;  '  a  name  which,  from  the  temper 
pf  his  whole  remarks  on  America,  and  indeed  on  every  thing  he 
discusses,  we  must  admit  to  be  sufficiently  applicable  to  him, 
both  on  shore  and  at  sea.     He  asserts,  it  is  true,  that  his  present 
unfavourable  opinion  of  America  and  the  Americans  must  be 
founded  in  justice,  because  he  went  over  with  the  strongest  pre- 
possessions in  their  favour.     But  such  prepossessions  are  as  like-* 
ly  to  mislead  minds  of  a  certain  description,  as  the  most  violent 
prejudices  of  an  unfavourable  sort.     And  we  cannot  help  imput-r 
ing  a  great  deal  of  the  invective  against  the  manners  and  produc- 
tions of  the  United  States,  which  is  so  prevalent  both  in  English 
society  and  in  late  books  of  travels,  to  this  very  circumstance — 
that  the  persons  who  speak  from  their  own  observation,  instead 
of  making  up  their  minds,  when  they  left  Europe,  to  a  privation 
of  many  comforts,  for  the  sake  of  other  advantages,  formed  ri- 
,   diculous  expectations  of  enjoying  in  the  New  "World  something 
superadded  to  the  best  of  what  they  had  ever  tasted  in  the  Old. 
If  a  man  desires  to  contemplate  the  spectacle  of  an  infant  com- 
munity rising  to  enormous  wealth  and  power,  with  a  celerity  dis~ 
tinctly  visible,  or  is  curious  to  see  large  forests,  lakes  and  rivers, 
he  must  not  repine  at  a  temporary  exclusion  from  the  refined  so- 
ciety of  London  and  Paris.     If  an  emigrant  seeks  the  region  of 
cheap  land,  he  must  lay  his  account  with  finding  labour  and  ma- 
il ^factures  costly.     What  were  Mr  Janson's  motives  for  visiting 
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America  we  need  not  inquire.  He  belorig9  to  one  or  to  both  of 
these  classes ;  and  he  ha9  committed  exactly  the  error  which  we 
formerly  pointed  out  in  noticing  Mr  Parkinson's  travels,  of  ex- 
pecting impossibilities,  and  grumbling  because  contradictions 
were  not  reconciled  for  his  convenience  or  advantage. 

In  this  frame  of  mind,  however,  N^r  Janson  arrived  at  Boston; 
He  was  presently  shocked  with  the  vulgarity  of  the  people,  and 
teazed  by  their  familiar  way  of  treating  him,  and  by  their  perpe- 
tual interrogatories.  He  next  suffered  from  the  Excessive  civili- 
ties of  his  hosts  and  hostesses ;  from  the  heat  of  the  climate,  and 
*  that  aggravating  and  poisonous  insect, '  the  musquito.  He 
walked  about,  nevertheless,  and  visited  Bunker's  Hill,  which  in- 
troduces some  anecdotes  of  the  battle,  and  an  apostrophe  to  those 
who  fell  in  it,  which  we  shall  not  quote.  From  some  uninter- 
esting notes,  chiefly  on  the  distilleries,  theatres,  and  breweries 
of  Boston,  a  transition  is  made  to  the  general  subject  of  Ameri- 
ca, the  statistics  of  which  are  rapidly  disposed  of  in  four  pages, 
and  followed  by  unconnected  notices  of  its  history  in  a  few  pages 
more.  After  tnis  he  observes,  *  the  reader  will  doubtless  think 
it  high  time  to  return  to  my  narrative.  *  The  heat  drives  him 
from  Boston  to  New-London,  which  he  marvels  at  finding  much 
smaller  than  the  old  city  of  that  name.  Mention  is  here  made  of 
two  different  lobsters  ;  one,  upon  which  ten  hungry  men  supped, 
and  left  enough  for  an  eleventh ;  another,  on  which  seven  per- 
sons dined,  yet  left  sufficient  to  satisfy  a  hungry  man.  Ap- 
proaching now  to  the  brink  of  a  precipice,  he  recollects  Shake- 
speare's description  of  Dover  Cliffs,  and  presents  us  with  the 
following  improvement  upon  that  celebrated  passage.  c  Ours, 
however,  was  a  land  prospect.  The  cattle  gazing  in  the  plain 
appeared  no  larger  than  sheep.  Horses  at  p'  igh  at  a  further 
distance,  were  diminished  to  the  >i/e  of  a  t  ])•!.:>  toy  ;  the  driver 
to  an  atom  scarcely  visible. ' 

At  this  part  of  the  narrative  is  inn-rv'iicr  1  -i  n-ious  account  of 
the  adventures  which  befel  three  of  CLtI'm  the  First's  judges. 
Generals  Goffe  and  Whalley,  and  Ol.mJ  DIav.  >'  Tn.y  took 
refuge  in  Connecticut,  and  wander  d  ir  ,  «  pi  ice  u  e-t  ;-  over  other 
parts,  of  New  England,  remaining  in  rorcc  iVKut  ur  ■  >•  <ny  years  ; 
the  two  former  frequently  in  cav^  a:;d  wo  >  I , ;  t\  latrer,  by 
changing  his  name,  and  getting  into  th.  cpavVi  ^fv  .  *y.  Their 
story  forms  one  of  the  oldest  and  most  int^re.Mr.^  r..  the  New- 
England  traditions  j  and  our  thanks  are  due  to  Mr  j.uison  for  in- 
serting several  particulars,  from  what  he  licv.nl,  and  from  some 
American  publications  upon  the  subject.  Tru  >e,  and  other  A- 
merican  books  which  he  quotes,  have  ne\  er,  we  presume,  reach- 
ed Europe;  and  there  is  not,  in  the  bulky  volume  before  us,  any 
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thing  more  curious  than  the  specimens  which  it  contains  of  trans- 
atlantic literature.  We  shall  afterwards  extract  a  few  of  those 
Eassages  for  the  sake  of  illustrating  this  point.  It  may  be  better, 
ere,  to  insert  one  of  the  passages  concerning  the  judges,  in  the 
■words  of  Goffe.  The  following  is  a  letter  from  that  person,  de- 
scribing his  old  companion's  second  childhood.  There  is  some- 
thing touching  in  the  tenderness  which  mingles  itself  with  the 
fanaticism  of  this  piece. 

"  Your  old  friend,  Mr  R.  (Whalley)  is  yet  living,  but  continues  ia 
that  weak  condition  of  which  I  have  formerly  given  you  an  account  ; 
and  I  have  not  much  to  add.  He  is  fcarce  capable  of  any  rational  dif- 
courfe  ;  his  under  {landing*  memory  and  fpeech,  doth  fo  much  fail  him, 
that  he  feems  not  to  take  much  notice  of  any  thing  that  is  either  done 
or  faid,  but  patiently  bears  all  things,  and  never  complains  of  any 
thin?,  though  1  fear  it  is  fome  trouble  to  him  that  he  hath  had  no  let* 
ter  for  a  long  time  from  his  couiin  Rich  ?  but  he  fpeaks  not  one  word 
concerning  it,  nor  any  thing  you  wrote  in  your Jaft  ;  only,  after  I  had  read 
your  letters  to  him,  being  afked  whether  it  was  not  a  great  refrefhment 
to  him  to  hear  fueh  a  gracious  fpirit  breathing  in  your  letters,  he  faid 
it  was  none  of  his  leaft  comforts ;  and  indeed,  he  fcarce  fpeaks  of  any 
thing  but  in  anfwer  to  the  queftions  that  are  put  to  him,  which  are  not 
of  many  kinds,  becaufe  he  is  not  capable  to  anfwer  them.  The  com- 
mon and  very  frequent  queftion  is,  to  know  how  he 'doth  ;  and  his  an- 
fwer, for  the  moft  part,  is,  Very  well,  I  praife  God  ;  which  he  utters 
in  a  very  low  and  weak  voice.  But  fometimes  he  faith,  not  very  well, 
or  very  ill ;  and  then  if  it  be  further  faid,  do  you  feel  pain  any  where  ? 
to  that  he  always  anfwereth,  No.  When  he  wants  any  thing,  he  can- 
not fpeak  well  for  it,  becaufe  be  forgets  the  name  of  it,  and  fometimes 
afks  for  one  thing,  when  he  means  another,  fo  that  his  eye  or  his  finger 
is  his  tongue  ;  but  his  ordinary  wants  are  fo  well  known  to  us,  that  moft 
of  them  are  fupplied  without  alking  or  making  figns  for  them.  Some 
help  he  (lands  in  need  of  in  every  thing  to  which  any  motion  is  re- 
quired, having  not  been  able  for  a  long  time  to  drefs  or  undrefs  himfelf, 
uor  to  feed,  nor  eafe  nature  either  way,  orderly,  without  help,  and  it*§ 
a  very  great  mercy  to  him  that  he  hath  a  friend  that  takes  pleafure  in 
being  helpful  to  him.  I  blefs  the  Lord  that  gives  me  fuch  a  good 
meahire  of  health  and  ftrength,  and  an  opportunity  and  a  heart  to  ufe 
it  in  fo  good  and  neceflary  a  work  ;  for  though  my  help  be  poor  and 
weak,  yet  that  ancient  fcrvant  of  Chrift  could  not  well  fubfift  without 
it ;  and  I  do  believe,  as  you  are  pleafed  to  fay  very  well,  that  I  do 
enjoy  the  more  health  for  his  fake.  I  have  fometimes  wondered  much 
at  this  difpenfation  of  the  Lord  towards  him,  and  have  fome  expecta- 
tions of  more  than  ordinary  iffue.  The  Lord  help  us  to  profit  by  all, 
and  to  wait  with  patience  upon  him,  till  we  fee  what  end  he  'will  make 
with  us. 

"  Thus  far  I  write  for  myfelf.  I  will  now  afk  him  what  he  would 
fraye  me  fay  to  liis  friends  concerning  him.     The  queftion  being  afked, 
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he  faith,  I  am  better  than  I  was.  And  being  aiked  what  I  (hould  fay 
more  to  his  coufin  R.  or  any  other  friends ;  alter  a  long  paufe,  he  again 
faid,  the  Lord  hath  vifited  me  in  much  mercy,  and  hath  anfwered  his 
vifitation  upon  me.  (I  give  you  his  own  words.)  Being  defirous  to 
draw  more  from  him,  I  propofed  feveral  queflions ;  and  the  fum  of  his 
anfwers  was,  that  he  earneftly  defires  the  continuance  of  the  fervent 
prayers  of  all  friends  for  him.  "     p.  49,  50* 

The  following  anecdote  is  in  Mr  Janson's  own  words. 

'  During  their  abode  at  Hadley,  the  moft  famous  and  memorable 
Indian  war  of  New  England  took  place.  This  was  called  King  Philip's 
war.  Philip  was  a  powerful  fachem,  and  refided  at  Mount  Hope,  in 
Rhode  Ifland  ;  where  he  was  foon  after  this  war  put  to  death  by  Colo- 
nel Church.  *A11  the  new  frontier  towns'  of  New  England  were  attack- 
ed, and  Hadley  was  then  expofed  as  a  place  of  that  defcription.  The 
time  the  favages  fixed  upon  to  make  the  affault,  was  while  the  inhabi- 
tants were  affembled  in  the  meeting-houfe  to  obferve  a  faft-day ;  but 
fortunately  it  had  been  fome  time  a  cuftom  for  the  men  to  attend  public 
worfhip,  armed.  Had  the  town  been  taken,  the  difoovery  of  Whalley 
and  Goffe  would  have  been  inevitable.  The  men  took  up  their  arms* 
and  attempted  a  defence,  but  were  foon  thrown  into  confufion,  when 
(as  it  is  related  to  this  day)  a  ftranger  fuddenly  appeared  among  them, 
of  venerable  afpe&,  and  different  in  his  apparel  from  the  inhabitants  ; 
who  rallied,  and  difpofing  them  in  the  beft  military  manner,  led  them 
to  the  charge,  routed  the  Indians*  and  faved  the  town.  In  the  mo- 
ment of  vidfcory  their  deliverer  vanifhed.  The  inhabitants,  unable  to 
account  for  the  phenomenon,  believed  that  they  had  been  commanded 
by  an  angel,  fent  from  heaven  for  their  protection. 

*  This  fuppofed  angel  was  Goffe,  who  never  before  ventured  from 
his  concealment.  WhaHey  was  then  in  a  ftate  of  fecond  childhood. 
Such  was  their  caution  to  prevent  a  difcovery  of  their  retreat,  that  the 
inhabitants  never  knew  them,  or  who  it  was  that  fo  ably  led  them  a- 
gainft  the  favages,  until  they  both  had  paid  the  debt  of  nature.  *   p.  51. 

The  next  chapter  consists  of  miscellaneous  observations  on  the 
climate  of  North  America.  It  is  made  up  of  extracts  from  books, 
bits  of  meteorological  registers,  loose  imperfect  tables,  and  proofs 
that  clearing  a  country  affects  its  atmosphere.  A  sudden  step  is 
then  made  to  the  '  multiplication  of  wild  pigeons,'  which  is 
prodigious  in  New  England ;  €  their  abundance,  *  which  is  great 
in  Carolina ;  and  the  *  fecundity  of  fish, '  which  is  also  astonish- 
ing. And  so  ends  the  eighth  chapter,  making  way  for  the  ninth, 
which  opens  with  a  remark,  that  *  Nature  is  exhibited  upon  a 
large  scale  in  America,'  and  is  devoted  to  many  well-known 
statements  respecting  the  size  of  the  lakes  and  mountains. 

Our  author  now  gives  us  a  relation  of  his  excurfion  in  Connec- 
ticut, which  prefents  nothing  at  all  remarkable,  unlefs  it  be  the 
badnefs  of  the  accommodation  for  travellers,  the  familiarity  of  fer- 
rants,  and  the  general  rudcncfs  of  the  inferior  clafles.    All  this  is 
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of  courfe  afcribed  by  Mr  Janfon  to  *  republican  liberty  and  equali- 
ty. '  We  need  fcarcely  remark,  that  fuch  manners  arife  naturally 
out  of  the  circumftances  peculiar  to  thofe  provinces,  eitenfhre 
tracts  of  land,  a  thin  population,  and  the  want  of  great  towns. 
The  only  feature  in  the  New  Englanders'  chara&er  which  cannot 
altogether  be  deduced  from  thofe  circumftances,  is  the  impertinent 
curiofity,  of  which  fo  many  pleafing  inftances  have  been  recorded. 
But  this,  like  the  other  peculiarities,  has  as  little  connexion  with 
republicanifm  as  with  monarchy. 

«  An  Englifh  farmer,  in  the  north  efpecially,  when  aflccd  the  price  of 
his  grain,  will  anfwer  with  modeft  diffidence ;  nay,  will  often  be  abafhed 
at  the  attempt  to  undervalue  the  article*  In  America,  the  meaneft 
planter  mud  go  through  his  root!**  if  interrogatories,  and  perhaps 
mount  hie  political  hobby -horfe,  baton  you  receive  an  anfwer  to  your 
queftioo.  Should  you  happen  to  obfcrvc  that  you  ean  purchase  for  lefs 
than  he  demands,  he  will  give  you  the  lie,  accompanied  with  a  grin  and 
an  oath,  and  tell  you  to  go  where  you  can  obtain  it  cheaper. 

«  With  the  other  fcx,  whofe  curiofity  is  generally  admitted  in  other 
countries  to  be  by  no  means  inferior  to  that  of  the  men,  you  may  natu- 
rally exptcl  to  fare  no  better.  This  1  likewife  found  by  manifold  ex- 
perience. One  in  (la  nee,  which  occurred  during  the  excurfion  defcribed 
in  tin g  chapter,  fhaD  hire  fuffice.  Seeing  a  pleafant  little  cottage  on  the 
river  Conne&icut,  and  underftanding  that  it  was  to  be  let,  I  knocked  at 
the  door,  which  was  opened  by  a  woman,  of  whom  1  inquired  the  rent 
of  the  lioufe— *  And  where  are  you  from  ?'— was  the  reply- — *  Pray. 
madam, '  1  again  afked,  *  16  this  houfe  to  be  let  V — (  Be  you  from  New 
York  or  Bolton  V  £aid  the  inqnifitive  dame.  The  place  was  fituated 
about  half-way  between  thofe  two  towns.  Impatient  at  this  mode  of  reply 
— *  1*11  thank  you,  Madam, '  1  repeated,  *  to  acquaint  me  with  the  price 
demanded  for  this  little  place  > '—  Pray  what  may  yon  be  I '  rejoined 
fhe,  as  if  fully  determined  not  to  fatisfy  my  inquiry  till  I  had  grati- 
fied her'curiofay.  I  was  not  kfs  refolute  than  bericlf,  and  turned  my 
back  in.djfgutt. 

*  *Among  the  females,  a  ft  ranger  may  fbon  difcover  the  pert  nefs  of  re- 
publican principles.  Divefted,  from  that  caule,  of  the  blufhing  modeffy 
of  the  country  girls  of  Europe,  they  will  anfwer  a  familiar  qucftion  from 
the  other  fex  with  the  confidence  of  a  French  mademoifeUe.  I  would 
not,  however,  be  undcrftood  to  qucftion  their  chaflity,  of  which  they 
have  as  large  a  portion  as  Europeans ;  my  object  is  merely  to  (hew  the 
force  of  habit,  and  the  refult  of  education. 

*  The  arrogance  of  domeflics  in  thin  land  of  republican  liberty  and 
equality,  is  particularly  calculated  to  excite  the  aftonifhment  of  ftrangers. 
To  call  perions  of  this  defcription  ftrvants%  or  to  fpeak  of  their  mafter 
or  miflrtfst  is  a  grievous  affront.  Having  called  one  day  at  the  houte  of 
a  gentleman  of  my  acquaintance,  on  knocking  at  the  door,  it  was  open- 
ed by  a  fervant-maid,  whom  1  had  never  before  feen,  as  (he  had  not  been 
Jong  in  his  family.     The  following  is  the  dialogue,  word  for  word* 
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which  took  place  on  this  occafion :— *  la  •  your  matter  at  hotae  ? '— «  I 
have  no  matter.  * — «  Don't  you  live  here. * — *  I  ^^  here. '— «  And 

who  are  you  then  ? '— «  Why,  1  am  Mr *s  £r{»,     Pd  hate  you  to 

know,  smv,  that  I  um.no/arvaMt ;  none  but  tugcrs  vrefarvaut*.  * 

•  1  have  frequently  heard  of  an  amufmtnt  in  New  England,  and  par- 
ticularly in  the  ft  ate  of  Conne&icut,  called  bundling*  It  is  defer  i  bed  \% 
being  reibrted  to  by  lovers.  The  young  couple  retire  to  bed,  with  their 
clothes  oo,  and  there  the  lover  tells  bis  (oft  tale.  One  author  fays,  that 
**  bundling  has  not  it*<origin  in  New  England,  as  fuppofed.  It  has  been 
pva&ifed  time  immemorial  in  Wales,  and  is  alfo  a  general  practice  in  the 
Ifle  of  Portland.  I  was  informed  that  fervant-girls  in  Connecticut  de- 
mand liberty  to  do  fo  on  hiring — they  receive  their  gallants  in  the  night 
in  bed,  with  their  petticoats  tied  to  thsfr  ancles.  In  Holland,  too,  this 
is  pra&iied  amoogft  the  peafantsf  who  call  it  quceflhg.  " 

The  XI.  Chapter  contains  feme  carious,  but  perfectly  well- 
known  particulars  of  die  degree  'in  which  toleration  exifts  in  the 
United  States,  and  feme  anecdotes  rtlating  to  certain  feds  which 
are  left  known,  but  not  worth  attending  to.  We  extract  the  fol- 
lowing inftance  of  tbleraflon  with  peculiar  pleafure. 

•  Io  all  the  other  ftatea,  Maryland  excepted,  the  principal  merchants 
nod  men  of  property  are  chiefly  of  the  church  of  England.  The  Ro- 
ma* Catholics  art  the  moft  moderate  and  orderly  of  the  other  fe&s. 
They  hare  handibtne  churches  io  New  York  aoo\  Philadelphia.  At 
Bakinorc,  a  metropolitan  cathedral  is  building,  on  in  extenfive  fcale, 
under  the  patronage  and  protection  of  Bifhop  Clcgget,  a  man  of  good 
senfe  and  erudition,  who  governs  the  Catholic  church  throughout  the 
United  States  with  much  propriety.  To  provide  funds,  he  nrcsuOed 
npoo  the  government  to  grant  a  lottery,  in  which  the  Buhop  drew  the 
higheft  prixe,  and  msgnanimoofly  appropriated  it  to  the  mfc  of  tha 
church ;  affording  a  brilliant  example  to  the  other  dignified  clergy  to 
«*  go  and  do  Kkewtfe. "    p.  10a. 

This  chapter  on  Religions  Se£to  is  followed  by  a  great  deal  of 
bad  biography ;  but  there  is  fomething  pleafant  in  the  franknefs  of 
the  confeflion  which  our  author  makes  of  his  motive  for  Intro- 
ducing it.  c  The  avidity/  he  fays,  *  with  which  the  particulars 
of  the  lives  of  confpicuous  characters  are  in  general  perufed  by 
the  public,  has  induced  me  to  devote  a  portion  of  my  work  to 
the  lubje£k  of  American  biography. '  This  portitn,  however,  con- 
tains nothing  either  new  or  interesting;  and  we  aJmtft  imagine  it 
may  prove  too  much  for  the  avidity  above  alluded  to,  infatiable  as 
that  is. 

During  his  (lay  at  New  York,  Mr  Janfon  collected  a  number 
of  notes  on  that  city  ;  but,  on  comparing  them  with  thofe  which 
he  afterwards  collected  at  Philadelphia,  he  was  induced  to  fupprefs 
much  of  them  *,  Jbecaufe  4  the  preference  of  the  latter  city  in  beau- 
ty, regularity,  architecture  and  improvement,  is  fo  decided  *, '  alfo, 
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€  becaufc  Ac  former  is  more  vifited  by  the  Englifli. 9  Accordingly 
ht  gives  us  a  defcription,  and,  what  is  much  better,  a  neat  phrd  of 
Philadelphia.  It  is  better,  were  there  no  other  difference,  from 
the  neceffary  omiflion  of  Mr  Janfori's  wit,  which  his  defcription  rs 
tinftured  with.  We  mud  really  let  our  readers  tafte  a  little  of  this  ; 
for  it  is  not  fair  that  they  fhould  have  none  of  the  bitters,  with  as 
many  of  the  fweets  ai  we  can  gather  in  the  wildernefs  of  weeds 
now  lying  fpread  before  us.  Mr  Janfon  is  angrv  at  the  Philadel- 
phia^ for  departing  in  a  flight  degree  from  the  founder's  original 
plan.  He  fays,  not  only  fo,  but  c  they  have  even  deviated  from 
the  original  names  of  the  ftreets.  They  now  call  Mulberry,  Arch 
Street.  There  being  no  bridge  near,  I  fee  nothing  <waggijb  in  the 
alteration,  if  intended  for  a  ftroke  of  wit. ' 

We  muft  give  our  readers  a  little  more  of  Mr  Janfon,  and  that 
for  the  purpofe  of  fliewing,  more  Strikingly  than  any  general  de- 
fcription can  do,  what  fort  of  a  writer  be  is  \  what  fort  of  re- 
marks he  makes  on  men  and  manners,  and  how  far  he  is  entitled 
to  defcant  at  length,  on  every  occafion,  upon  the  vulgarity  of  the 
North  Americans.  Mr  Parkinfon and  Mr  Janibn  arethc  authors  who 
indulge  the  moft  in  this  abufe.  We  meet  with  very  little  of  it  ia  the 
Marquis  de  CbafttllefBi  and  the  Due  de  la  Rochefoussult-Ltancourt. 
We  need  notlayHyhoubofe  French  travellers  were.  Mr  Parkinfan 
we  formerly  jatvoduced  to  our  readers.     Now  for  Mr  Janfon. 

'  In  November,  nn  each  year,  there  are  horfe-ncet  in  the  capital' of. 
America.  I  happened  to  arrive  jo  ft  at  this  time  on  horfeback  at  George 
Towivtqhieh  is  about  two  miles  from  the  race-ground.  After  aq,  early 
dinner,-  ferved  up  fooner  on  the  occafion,  a  great  bottle  was  created  by 
the  preparation!  for  the  fport.  It  had  been  my  intention  to  pafo  the 
remainder  of  the  day  at  the  far-femed  city,  bat,  ftiraubited  by  curiofity, 
I  determined  to  mingle  with  the  fport ing  group.  Having  paid  for  my 
dinner,  aad  the  refrefhment  for  my  horfe,  1  proceeded  to  the  fable.  I 
had  delivered  my  beafVto  a  yellow  fellow,  M'Ltughfin,  the  landlord'! 
head  d(U£v«  This  name  reminds  me  of  an  anecdote  of  Macklin,  the 
Englim  theatrical  Ncftor.  It  is  faid  that  his  proper  name  was  M'Laugh- 
lin,  but  difTattificd  with  the  harm,  pronunciation,  he  funk  the  uncouth 
letters,  and  called  himfelf  Macklin.  Be  that  as  it  may,  I  went  for  my 
horfe,  to  attend  the  race,  and  repeatedly  urged  my  dingy  oftler  to  bring 
him  out.  I  waited  long  with  great  patience  at  the  ftable-door,  and 
faw  him  lead  out  a  number  without  difcovering  mine.  I  again  remon- 
(irated,  and  foon  heard  a  meflage  delivered  to  him  to  faddle  the  horfes 
of  Mr  A.  Mr  B.  Mr  C.  and  fd  on.  He  now  appeared  with  the  horfes 
according  to  the  recent  order,  leading  them  by  their  bridles.  Previous 
to  thie,  1  had  faddled  my^own  horfe,  feeing  the  hurry  of  the  time;  yet  I 
thought  it  a  compliment  due  to  me  that  the  fervant  (hould  lead  him  to 
me.  I  now  fpokc  in  a  more  angry  tone,  conceiving  myfelf  infulted  by 
neglcft.    The  Indian  fourly  replied,  <  I  muft  wait  upon  the  gentlemen,  * 

\  (that 


Digitized  by  VjOOQ 


IBOT*  *      JansonV  Strangfr  in  America  \  11 K 

(that  m,  the-fporttag  (harpers).  *  Then*'  quoth  I,  *i  agcntirnm  n*- 
gk&ed  in  his  proper  tarn,  I  find,  muft  wait  upon  you* '  I  was  pro* 
voiced  to  knock  the  varlct  to  the  ground.  The  horfes  which  he  led*, 
ftartled  at  the  Hidden  ioapulfe,  ran  off,  aod  before  the,  oilier  recovered, 
from  the  effe&s  of  the  blow,  or  the  horfes  were  caught,  1  led  oat  my 
nag,  and  leifurely  proceeded  to  the  turf.  % 

«  Here  I  witneiTed  a  fcene  pcrfe&ly  novel,  1  have  been  at  the  race* 
of  Newmarket,  Epforo*  York,  in  fhort  I  have  feen,  for  aught  I*  know 
to  the  contrary,  one  hundred  thoufand  pounds  won  and  loft  in  a  flngle 
day,  in  England.  On  coming  up  to  an  enclofed  ground,  a  quarter  of 
a  dollar  was  demanded  for  my  admiflion.  Rather  than  turn  back, 
though  no  fportfman,  I  fubmitted.  Four-wheeled  carriages  paid  a  dol- 
lar, and  half  that  fum  was  exa&<?d  for  the  mofl  mlferable  fmgle  borfe 
chaife.  Though  the  day  was  raw,  cold,  and  threatening  %o  rain  or 
fnow,  there  were  abundance  of  hdies  decorated  as  if  for  a  ball.  Jn  this 
year  (1803)  Congreft  was  fummoned  very  early  by  Prefident  Jeflferfon, 
upon  the  contemplated  porchafe  of  Louifiana,  and  to  pafs  a  bill  in  order 
to  facilitate  his  election  again,  as  prefident.  Many  fcores  of  American 
legiflatovs,  who  are  all  allowed  fix  dollars  a-day,  befidea  their  travelling 
expenfcs,  went  on  foot  from  the  capital,  above  four  JJnglifh  miles,  to 
attend  the  fporfc.  Nay,  it  is  an  iodifputable  fad,  that  the  houfes  of 
Congrefs  adjourned  at  a  very  early  hour  to  indulge  the  members  for  thiV 
pufpofc.  It  rained  during  the  courfe,  and  thus  The  law-makers  of  the 
country  were  driven  iuto  the  booths,  and  thereby  compelled  to  eat  and 
pay  ior  what  was. there  called  a  dinner  ;  while  their  contemplated  meal 
remained  untouched  #at  their  rdpedive  boarding-houfes.  Economy  is 
the  order  of  the  day,  in  the,  J eflci  Ionian  adminillration  of  that  country,, 
and  the  members  pretend  to  avail  themfelves  of  it,  even  in  their  perfonal 
expenfes.  *     p.  aoS-210. 

It  is  Mr  Janson's  constant  failing,  to  dwell  at  the  greatest 
length  upon  topics  neither  peculiar  to  America,  nor  illustrated, 
with  any  remarkable  degree  of  happiness  by  what  is  to  be  found 
there.  He  devotes  a  long  chapter  to  the  history  of  various  thea- 
trical companies,  and  the  adventures  of  second-rate  English  per- 
formers, Vho  repaired  to  America  in  the  way  of  their  profess 
sion,  besides  many  scattered  notices  of  the  same  kind  in  other 
parts  of  his  book.  In  like  manner,  almost  all  his  drawings  are 
of  the  least  interesting  kind ;  they  arc  chiefly  views  of  public 
buildings,  as  if  those  could  be  any  thing  but  bad  imitations  of 
second-rate  structures  in  the  Old  World.  Such  as  the  prints  are, 
we  certainly  do  not  admire  them  the  more  fort  their  confused 
tquatinta  execution. 

The  *  nefarious  practices '  of  the  land-jobbers,  occupy  much 
of  his  attention,  and  call  down  all  his  indignation.  There  can 
he  no  doubt  that  such  impositions  as  he  describes  are  frequently 
practised  upon  the  credulity  of  sanguine  person*  in  England. 
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But  we  dp  not  conceive  either  that  the  extent  of  tho6e  frauds  is 
so  great,  or  their  criminality  so  deep  as  he  assumes.  Where  the 
staple  article  of  commerce  in  a  country  is  the  uncleared  land, 
extensive  speculation,  in  that  article  will  naturally  lead  to  unfair 
arts  ;  and  the  eagerness  of  some  persons  to  buy,  will  encourage 
the  sellers  to  take  undue  advantage  of  it,  and  to  spread  it  among 
Others.  The  chance  of  such  impositions  must  be  greatly  aug- 
mented, if  the  purchasers  live  at  a  distance  from  the  commodity  ; 
and  really,  if  men  are  so  blindly  fond  of  speculating  in  land,  as 
to  buy  it  without  inspection,  and,  consequently,  more  or  less 
upon  the  word  of  the  seller,  thev  have  themselves  to  blame  should 
they  now  and  then  be  deceived  by  him. 

The  art  of '  cooking  up '  land  for  the  market,  is  described  by  Mr 
Janson  as  being  generally  practised  ;  and  his  statements,  we  tnink, 
prove  rather  too  much*,  for  he  tells  us,  that  a  traveller  seeing  some 
persons  planting  a  few  trees  on  a  rocky  soil,  and  inquiring  the  pur- 
pose of  so  strange  an  operation,  was  immediately  informed,  that  it 
was  in  order  to  *  cook  up  the  land  a  little '  for  the  English  mar- 
ket. Was  the  English  purchaser  to  pay  half  a  guinea  an  acre 
(the  price  demanded  in  this  instance)  without  seeing  the  land 
himself,  or  sending  an  agent,  or  employing  at  least  an  American 
friend  to  look  at  it  ?  Then  he  had  no  reason  to  complain ;  and 
indeed  the  trees  were  so  much  into  the  bargain  \  for  he  would 
have  paid  the  same  price  though  they  had  not  been  planted. 
But,  in  all  probability,  he  was  to  send  some  one  who  might  in- 
spect the  ground,— otherwise,  indeed,  the  cookery  could  serve  no 
purpose;  and  then,  how  comes  it  to  pass  that  the  American 
land-eook  is  cunning  enough  to  carry  on  his  trick,  and  foolish 
enough  all  the  time  to  tell  the  wayfaring  people  what  he  is  about  ? 
Our  author's  story  of  the  fraud  practised  by  the  new  administra- 
tion of  the  state  of  Georgia  upon  the  purchasers  of  its  lands, 
comes  to  us  under  circumstances  that  require  us  to  pause  and 
suspect.  He  is  one  of  the  sufferers  by  the  transaction  -,  and  the 
best  of  men  will  often,  without  knowing  it,  give  the  most  erro* 
neous  statement  of  his  own  case.  Upon  the  whole,  we  have  not  met 
with  any  proof  materially  detrimental  to  the  general  character  of 
the  Americans,  from  the  practices  of  land-jobbers.  The  tricks  of 
certain  traders,  even  in  England,  where  the  extent  of  commercial 
dealings  has  naturally  checked  such  incorrect  proceedings,  might 
just  as  fairly  be  quoted  against  our  mercantile  character.  From 
what  has  hitherto  been  substantiated  respecting  the  land-jobbers, 
and  the  share  taken  by  some  of  the  governments  in  their  specu- 
lations, we  are  disposed  to  guess,  that  the  lottery  department  ot 
our  revenue,  brings  fully  as  much  blame  upon  our  rulers>  and  is 
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attended  with  as  many  little  tricks  on  the  part,  even  of  the  fair 
traders,  In  beneficial  chances. 

A  very  difgufting  account  is  given  in  chapter  XXII.  of  die 
favage  amufements,  known  in  the  fouthern  ltates,  particularly 
Georgia  and  the  Carolinas.  Some  peribns  having  denied  that 
thefe  are  any  lorjger  known,  our  author  relates  fever.il  inftances, 
fome  of  which  he  witnefled  himfelf.  We  give  the  foliowiu*  fpe- 
cimen  of  his  anecdotes  upon  this  topic,  premifing,  that  though* 
we  were  to  admit  their  accuracy,  they  by  no  means  difprove  the, 
opinion  generally  entertained,  that  the  practices  in  queflion  are 
gradually  wearing  out. 

*  Paifiag,  in  company  with  other  travellers,  through  the  ft  ate  of 
Georgia,  our  attention  was  arretted  by  a  gouging-match.  We  found 
the  combatants,  as  Morfe  defcribes,  faft  clenched  by  the  hair,  and 
their  thumbs  endeavouring  f>  force  a  pafTage  into  each  other's  eyes  ; 
while  feveral  of  the  by  (landers  were  betting  upon  the  firft  eye  to  be 
turned  out  of  its  focket.  For  fome  time  the  combatants  avoided  the 
thumb Jlrokt  with  dexterity.  At  length  they  fell  to  the  ground  ;  and  in 
an  inflant  the  uppennoft  fprung  up  with  his  antagonift's  eye  in  his 
hand!!!  The  favage  crowd  applauded,  while,  fick  with  horror,  we 
galloped  away  from  the  infernal  fcene.  The  name  of  the  fuffvrcr  was 
John  Butler,  a  Carolinian,  who,  it  feems,  had  been  dared  to  the  com- 
bat by  a  Georgian ;  and  the  firft  eye  was  for  the  honour  of  the  ftate  to 
which  they  reipeduvely  belonged. 

*  The  eye  is  not  the  only  feature  which  fuffers  on  thefe  occafioni. 
Like  dogs  and  bears,  they  ufe  their  teeth  and  feet,  with  the  moil  favage 
ferocity,  upon  each  other. 

*  «  A  brute  in  human  form,  named  John  Stanley,  of  Bertie  county, 
North  Carolina,  (harpens  his  teeth  with  a  file,  and  boafh  of  his  de-. 
pendence  upon  them  in  fight.  This  monfter  will  alio  exult  in. relating* 
the  account  of  the  nofes  and  ears  he  has  bitten  off,  and  the  cheeks  he 
hat  torn. 

*  A  man  of  the  name  of  Thomas  Penrife,  then  living  in  Edenton,  in 
the  fame  *ftate,  attempting  at  cards  to  cheat  fome  half  drunken  failors, 
was  detected.  A  fcuffle  enfued  ;  Penrife  knocked  out  the  candle,  then 
gouged  oat  three  eyes,  bit  off  an  ear,  tore  a  few  cheeks,  and  made 
good  his  retreat. '     p.  301,  302. 

Among  the  various  fubje&s  introduced*  rather  than  treated  of, 
by  Mr  Janfon,  in  order  to  catch  the  eye  of  idle  readers,  may  be 
mentioned  that  of  €  Advertifements.*  He  has  filled  a  chapter 
with  fpecimens  of  this  kind  of  compofition,  collected  from  the 
American  newfpapers*  In  none  of  thefe  is  there  any  thing  ft ri Ic- 
ing \  and  they  tumifli  not  the  flighted  colour  for  an  opinion  pre- 
judicial to  the  tafte  of  the  country.  The  London  newfpapers  of 
a  fingle  week,  and  the  provincial  papers  of  England  any  one  day, 
would  fupply  a  much  longer  chapter  of  '  eccentric  advertife- 
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ments  *  (as  our  author  calls  them),  and  furnifti  better  reafons  for 
doubting  the  good  fenfe  or  corre&  tafte  of  this  country,  to  fuch 
as  fhould  be  tnoughtlefs  enough  to  argue  upon  a  general  queftion 
by  examining  the  (ingle  clafs  of  exceptions.  It  is  fcarcely  necef- 
fary  to  add,  that  we  urge  this  only  againft  the  inference  from  the 
American  advertisements,  and  by  no  means  as  a  denial  that  tafte, 
in  the  United  States,  mud  neceflaiily  be  at  a  low  ebb. 
*  If  a  confideration  of  the  peculiar  circumftances  of  thofe  com- 
munities could  leave  any  doubt  refpefling  this  point,  it  would  be 
removed  by  attending  to  the  few  fpecimens  of  the  finer  arts  which 
from  time  to  time  come  acrofs  the  Atlantic.  The  colle£Hon  of 
excerpts  and  anecdotes  now  under  review,  furnifhes  fome  addi- 
tions to  our  previous  knowledge  of  this  fubje&.  The  poetry  of 
Dr  Dwight,  for  example,  is  evidently  the  growth  of  a  country 
where  only  the  coarfer  forts  of  induftry  yet  nouriih.  We  extra& 
the  following  lines  as  a  fample. 

•  Say,  mufe  indignant !  whofe  the  hand 

That  hurled  the  conflagrative  brand, 

A  foe  to  human  feelings  born, 

And  of  each  future  age  the  fcorn  ; 

Tyron  achieved  the  deed  malign, 

Tyrom,  the  name  of  every  fin. 

Hell's  bafeft  fiends  {he  flame  furveyed. 

And  fmiled  to  fee  deftru&ion  fpread  ; 

While  Satan,  bluihing  deep,  looked  on, 

And  Infamy  difown'd  her  fon.  *     p.  1 63. 
Mr  Feffenden,  we  are  told,  (p.  200),  is  the  *  Hudibras  of  Ame- 
rica ; '  and  the  following  are  a  few  of  the  neat  and  pointed  linet 
quoted  by  our  author  from  that  great  man's  lays.* 

4  Few  good  and  great  men  can  be  nam'd  ' 

Your  fcoundrelfhip  has  not  defam'd  ; 

And  fcarce  a  rogue  who  ought  to  hang 

Who  is  not  number' d  with  your  gang. 

Doft  thou  remember  much  about  a 

Droll  'fcape  of  thine  once  at  Calcutta ; 

When  erfl  invited  to  a  breakfaft, 

In  noofe  you  nigh  had  got  your  neck  faft  ? '  p.  201. 
One,  of  the  fpecches  of  Mr  Randolph  is  well  known  in  tfifs 
country.  With  great  force  of  argument,  it  abounds  in  examples 
of  the  worft  tatte.  Mr  Janfon  quotes  another  oration,  beginning 
with  thefe  words,  upon  a  bill  having  been  rejedled,  to  which  Mr 
Randolph  was  hoftile,  *  IJhall  live  ten  years  longer. '  The  only 
notice  of  American  painters,  contained  in  this  book,  is  that  of 
Mr  Peale  and  his  family.    They  are  all  artifls,  and  all  named 
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after  eminent  painters.  "We  bave  Mr  Rembrandt  Pealc,  and  Mr 
Titian  Peak.  Mr  Titian  is  *  a  celebrated  portrait  painter  ; '  and 
he  showed  our  author  portraits  of  several  public  characters, 
'  which  he  immediately  recognized. '  This  art,  therefore,  what- 
ever some  people  may  think,  lias  made  a  certain  progress  in  Ame- 
rica. With  the  writers  of  the  New  World  we  are  rather  better 
acquainted  ;  but  the  works  of  Dr  Ezra  Stiles,  president  of  Yale 
College,  are  not  sufficiently  known  and  prized  in  this  country. 
His  book  on  the  4  History  of  the  Three  Judges, '  formerly  al- 
luded to,  seems  in  every  way  deserving  of  notice.  It  was  pub- 
lished in  1795;  and  the  following  specimen  of  its  style  is  given 
by  Mr  Janaon. 

«  What  I  have  before  narrated,  -is  delivered  upon  fure  documents. 
I  shall  now  narrate  what  is  only  conjectural,  and  leave  it  to  every  one's 
judgement ;  only  obferving,  that  if  it  ever  did  take  place,  no  one  will 
doubt  but  that  Dixwell  was  concerned  in  iL  There  is  fomebow  pre- 
ferved,  not  in  universal  or  general,  but  in  particular  and  ftrong  lineal 
tradition,  aft  Newhaven,  which  is  to  be  confiderod  more  largely  here- 
after, that  another  of  the  regicides,  befides  Dixwell,  lies  buried  in  our 
burying. place,  and  that  this  other  was  Whalley.  This  is  particularly 
preserved  among  the  fcxtons  or  grave-diggers,  who,  it  feems,  for  many 
years,  and  perhaps  ever  from  the  time  efpccially  of  DixwehVs  death, 
have  /hewn  the  {tone  marked  E.  W.  for  Whalley,  as  they  have  that 
marked  J.  D.  for  Dixwell.  I  have  not  found  the  leait  traditiou  of 
Goffc,  till  I  myfelf  conjectural  it,  January  1793*  inferring  in  my  own 
mind,  without  a  doubt,  that  if  Whalley,  who  certainly  died  at  Hadley, 
was  afterwards  removed  here,  Goffe  mull  be  here  alfo.  But  of  this,  1 
mean  as  to  GonVs  being  here  alfo,  I  can  find  no  tradition  ;  yet  I  find 
it  tenacioufly  adhered  to,  efpecially  in  the  line  of  the  grave- digger*?, 
that  vVhalley  is  here.  I  have  often  examined  the  E.  W„  ftone ;  but 
confider  the  matter  without  proof ;  yet  poffible,  but  by  no  means  cer- 
tain. >or  do  I  wifh,  and  leaft  of  all  attempt,  to  gaio  any  one's  cre- 
dulity to  it,  having  ever)*  mind  perfectly  free  and  unprejudiced.  But 
as  1  know  that  whoever  takes  the  pains  that  I  have  done,  to  trace  out, 
and  collefct,  and  dig^ft  the  traditions  in  Newhaven,  will  find  this  among 
others,  however  it  originated  among  us  ;  fo,  after  this  precaution  and 
notification,  I  (hall  proceed. '     p.  54,  §5. 

Unlimited  abuse  of  private  characters  is  another  characteristic 
of  the  American  press  5  and  into  this  practice,  we  are  sorry  to 
find  that  Mr  Janson  has  been  initiated  by  his  residence  in  the 
United  States.  He  drags  individuals  into  notice  without  scruple 
or  ceremony.  Sometimes  he  tells  what  he  has  picked  up  con- 
cerning persons  whose  names  never  found  their  way  into  print > 
sometimes  he  offers,  as  his  excuse,  that  the  American  journalists 
have  already  told  the  story,  which  is,  in  truth,  no  justification 
"whatever.    As  for  his  endless  invectives  against  Mr  Jefferson  and 
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his  party,  they  belong  to  another  class  of  wrongs,  and  only  ob- 
tain their  share  of  the  dignified  contempt  by  which  that  eminently 
wise  ruler  has  consigned  to  oblivion  all  the  spoken  and  written 
scurrility  of  his  enemies. 


Art.  "VTH.  A  History  of  Irelan4$  from  the  earliest  Account  to 
the  Accomplishment  of  the  Union  wth  Great  Britain  in  1801. 
By  the  Rev.  janies  Gordon,  Rector  of  Killegney,  &c.  2  voj. 
London.     1806. 

rpHE  author  of  this  book  is  already  known  to  the  public  by  a 
.  geographical  work  called  Terraqueat  and  an  account  of  the  - 

late  Irish  rebellion.  He  states  it  to  be  the  object  of  the  present 
jbook,  to  give  a  4  clear  and  succinct  account  of  Irish  history,  di- 
vested of  all  fabulous  and  nugatory  details,  and  comprehending 
whatever  is  really  important  and  interesting,  from  the  first  au- 
thentic accounts  till  the  late  Union. ?  A  history  of  Ireland 
upon  this  plan,  if  executed  ty  a  writer  of  adequate  tatetits,  would 
certainly  prove  an  useful  work.  How  far  Mr  Gordon  has  suc- 
ceeded in  ,tbe  undertaking,  bur  readers  will  be  able  to  Judge* 
from  the  following  account  of  hi$  book. 

The  author  justly  qb$erves,  that,  *  previous  to  the  invasion 
of  IJenry  II.,  there  is  little  authentic  in  the  annals  of  Ire- 
land, ajid  noting  fp  give  credibility  to  that  splendid  anti- 
quity, rising  %o  the  first  ages  of  the  postdiluvian  world,  in 
which  the  gopd  Irish,  instructed  by  their  OTlahertys  and  CHal- 
lerons,  so  fondly  bejieye.'  But  it  mus£  Ije  observed,  that  whife 
our  author  professes  to  reject  from  his  page  whatever  is  fabulous 
or  uncerjuin,  he,  at  jhe  same  time,  yenfure$  tp  entertain  his 
readers  with  a  very  misty  discussion  about  Jhe  migrations  df 
the  Celt*  and  Goths,  which  contributes  about  as  much  to  thie 
truth  of  his  history  as  his  tntmsiye  philippic  against  bull-baiting, 
and  recommendatory  advertisement  of  his  pwn  Terrofuea,  do  to 
its  propriety.  In  this  part  of  his  work,  fie  takes  occasion  to 
epeak  of  the  Gael,  and  of  the  bard  of  Morven  j  apd  he  rejects 
the  poems  which  bear  his  name,  in  a  manner  the  most  peremp- 
tory and  consequential.  We  can,  howeyer,  give  the  admirers 
of  the  Caledonian  bard  die  comfort  of  assuring  them/  that  if  his 
fame  shall  survive  the  more  redoubtable  attack  of  the  learned 
editor  of  Macpherson,  it  does  hot  seem  to  be  in  great  danger 
from  the  telum  imbclle  of  the  good  rector  of  Killegney.  The  reli- 
gion of  the  antient' Irish  is  matter  of  as  great  uncertainty  is%  their 
origin  ;  but  our  author  conjectures  it  may  have  been  Druidisro  ; 

find  accordingly  seizes  the  opportunity  of  enlarging  upon  the  te- 
•••-♦*.  nct5 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


HOT. 


Gordon9/  History  of  Ireland* 


11* 


nets. and  discipline  of  that  antient  superstition.  He  treats  also 
of  the  manners  and  literature  of  the  antient  Irish.  In  speaking 
of  the  former,  he  makes  a  transition  to  modern  times,  and  com* 
municates,  upon  his  own  authority,  a  piece  *of  information  with 
which  we  think  our  readers  cannot  fail  to  be  highly  gratified. 
•  I  have  seen, '  says  our  chaste  historian,  «  when  a  boy,  a  family 
dining  on  curds  and  butter,  a  piece  of  the  butter  being  laid  upori 
etch  spoonful  of  the  former,  which  was  recommended  as  an  antient 
and  most  wholesome  food  hy  a  priest  mho  was  one  of  the  company.  * 
The  author  speaks  soberly  upon  the  subject  of  literature,  not  giv- 
ing much  credit  to  the  reality  of  those  losses  which  some  credo* 
lous  writers  believe  the  world  of  letters  to  have  sustained  from 
the  ravages  of  Turgesiuft,  the  Omar  of  the  Danes,  upon  the  li- 
braries of  the  Irish.  The  middle  ages,  however,  according  to 
our  author,  produced  many  suns  of  science,  who  went  forth  from 
this  land  of  saints  and  scholars  to  enlighten  the  darker  regions  of 
Europe.  We  are  particularly  called  to  notice  Firgilitts  &Jivagus9 
a  worthy,  who,  it  seems,  waft  persecuted  by  one  Pope,  and  re- 
compensed with  canonization  by  another  j  upon  which  the  author 
thus  expresses  himself,  printing  in  italics,  in  order  the  more  se± 
curely  to  mark  the  dignity,  as  well  of  the  Sentiment  $s  the  occa- 
sion. • 

<  Thus  are,  in  all  ages,  men  of  fuperior  kn6wledge,  benevolence  and 

candour,  envied  by  the  ungenerous,  traduced  by  fycophants,  persecuted 

"  by  men  contemptible  in  understanding  but  formidable  in  power  j  and, 

after  their  deaths,  revered,  and  followed  in  opinion  by  the  judicious  and 

well-informed. '    L  50. 

Before  we  leave  the  subject  of  literature,  we  moat  communi- 
cate, from  our  author,  a  piece  of  very  pertinent  information, 
which,  we  greatly  suspect,  wiU  be  as  new  and  interesting  to  most 
of  our  readers,  as  it  certainly  was  to  ourselves,  that  the  old  Irish 
chronicle  of  the  Monk9  of  Innisfallen  c  has  lately  been  trans-: 
Jated  into  English  by  Mr  Theophilus  OTlanepn,  a  literary  gert- 
tleman,  eminent  in  the  knowledge  of  the  'Irish  tongue*  who . % 
leeps  an  academy  at  Blackrock,  near  DubKft. '    I.  52. 

By  this  time  our  readers  will  have  difcovtfrcd,  that  the  Reverend 
Mr  Gordon  is  n6t  eminently  endowed  frith  talents  for:  hiftory,* 
and  that  his  digrcflivc  properties  are  not  very  favourable  to  the 
CompoGtion  of  a  hiflory  of  Ireland  upon  the  plan  which  he  hint- 
felf  propofes*  Tfye  account  of  the  English  invafion  under  Henry  It. 
is  prefaced,  not  with  a  view  of  the  Rate  of  England  at  tK.it  time, 
but  with  a  fpmmary  of  t)>e  whole  of  its  hiflory,  beginnh  *  with  the 
etymon  of  the  name.  We  expe&ed  that  Pope  Adrian's  bull  would, 
in  like  manner,  have  introduced  an  account  of  the  origin  and  pro- 
grefstf  the  Papal  power }  but  the  author  lets  us  off,  upon  this  occa- 
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Con,  with  fome  moral  remarks,  Equally  juft  and  familiar,  upon  the 
hypocritical  pretexts  which  arhbitioh' makes  ufebf  to  cloke  its  wick- 
ed defigns.  We  have,  then,  a  pi&dre  of  the  ilate  of  Ireland, 
which  we  cannot  do  better  than  quote,  as  a  felicitous  fpecimen  of 
that  terfenefs,  rythmus,  and  epigrammatic  force,  which  chara&er- 
ize  Mr  Gordon's  ftyle. 

t  «  In  the  perpetual  fluctuation  of  power  in*  Ireland,  the  nominal  fo- 
vereignty  had  fallen  from  the  houfe  of  O'Brien  in  Member  ;  and  Tttr- 
lbgh  O'Connor  of  Connaught,  who  had  commenced  his  regal  claims 
about  the  year  1 1 30,  was  generally  acknowledged  prince  paramount  by 
the  Irifh  chiefs.  In  this  period  the  dominion  of  the  O'Briens,  who 
ruled  in  Thomond  or  North- Mun  Her,  was  contracted  by  the  warlike 
fteps  of  Mac-Arthy,  who  exercftcd  an  indepeadent  fifcay  in  Defimood 
or  South- Munfter :  the  princes  of  Oflbry,  Decies,  and  other  territories 
of  Leinfler,  paid  homage  to  Dermod  Mac-Murcbard  a&  their  provincial 
king  :  Meath  was  in  fubjeftion  to  the  family  of  Clao-Colman  :  in  UI- 
fter  O'Loghlan  held  the  chief  command  :  but  his  authority  was  dif- 
puted  by  Dunleve,  prince  of  Doun  or  Uladh,  who  aiFe&ed  Independ- 
ence ;  and  in  the  diftrift  of  Breffnay  reigned  Tiernan  0*Ruarc,  a  war- 
like chieftain.  *     1.  66. 

Thefe  dread  fovereigns  were,  at  the  era  of  the  Engliih  inva* 
fion,  bufily  fignalizing  their  refpeflive  adminiflrations,  by  heredi- 
tary afts  of  robbery,  rape  and  murder.  Such  were  the  occupa- 
tions of  degenerate  princes,  whofe  anceftors  had  doubtlefs,  through 
Jong  periods  of  refinement,  often  convened  at  the  Fes  of  Tarah, 
and  joined  in  claific  games  upon  the  plains  of  Tuiltean.  As  the 
author  gives  a  more  fimplc  and  perlpicuous  account  than  is  cut- 
tomary  with  him,  of  the  fkuation  in  which  Ireland  was  left  by 
Henry,  when  haftily  called  away,  to  appeafe,  by  royal  penance,  thf 
manes  of  Becket,  and  the  wrath  of  Rome,  we  fhkll  extract  it  for 
the  perufal  of  our  reader*. 

«  By  the  infiitotiooft  of  Henry,  left  fatally  fmperfeft  by  unfeafonabte 
interruption,  the  inhabitants  of  this  idand  became  feverally  fubjc&  to 
two  very  different  forms  of  government;  the  Britifh  colonics  to  the 
Anglo-Norman,  the' ancient  natives  to  the  Irifh,  under  a  new  fovereign- 
ty.  The  condition  of  the  Irifh  princes,  who  had  fubmitted,  was  no 
otherwife  altered  than  that  they  profefled  allegiance  to  the  King  of 
England  in  (lead  of  the  King  of  Connaught.  Their  Brehon  laws,  their 
ancient  cuftoms,  their  modes  of  fucccfHon,  and  their  mutual  Wars,  waged 
as  if  by  independent  potentates,  remained  as  much  in  force  after,  as  they 
had  been  before  the  EngUfh  invafion.  The  Britifh  colonifts,  on  the 
other  hand,  were  in  the  fame  political  fituation  with  their  fellow* fubjeds 
in  England,  and  governed  by  Englifh  laws.  The  king,  rcferving  as  his 
immediate  property  the  maritime  towns  and  fome  diftricis,  parcelled  the 
reft  of  the  furrendered  lands  among  the  leaders  of  his  troops,  which 
"they  were  to  potters  by  military  tenure  or  feudal  right,  that  is,  boendto 
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the  payment  of  borage  to  his  nuyefty  with  a  (mail  tribute,  and  to  the 
maintenance  of  certain  numbers  of  knights  and  inferior  foldiers  for  his 
fervice ;  they  were  otherwife  each,  in  his  own  territory,  abfolute  and 
hereditary  lords  or  princes.  The  territories  aquired  by  himfelf  and  his 
Britifh  fubje&s  in  Ireland  were  formed  by  Henry  into  (hires  or  coun- 
ties, with  (heriffs  and  other  officers,  on  the  Englifh  model ;  which  coun- 
ties, afterwards  enlarged,  formed  what  was  called  the  Engli/h  Palc^  or 
that  divifion  of  the  ifland  within  which  the  Englifh  law  was  acknow- 
ledged. Bat  even,  within  the  pale  were  many  fepts  of  Iri(h,  governed 
entirely  by  their  ancient  laws,  as  were  the  inhabitants  of  all  other  parts 
of  the  country. '     I.  108. 

The  ftate  of  Ireland,  for  centuries  after  this  period,  can  only 
be  described  by  words  which  exprefs  whatever  is  moil  lawlefs  a- 
mong  men.  Hiftory  cannot  light  upon  a  more  unpropitious  pe- 
riod. We  queftion  if  even  the  plaftic  powers  of  a  Robertton 
could  communicate  any  portion  of  intereft  to  the  barbarous  and 
defiiltory  t  ran  factions  of  thefe  times.  When  we  have  faid  this, 
we  need  not  talk  of  the  execution  of  our  good  Irilh  re&or.  He 
would  have  a6ted  more  judicioufly,  both  for  himfelf  and  his  read- 
er, had  he  dwelt  lefs  upon  events  in  themfelves  of  little  intereft, 
and  which  he  is  fo  little  qualified  to  embellifh.  The  proceedings 
within  the  Englifh  pale  do  not  afford  any  grateful  relief  to  the 
gloomy  pifture  of  Irifti  barbarity.  Struggling  for  exigence  a» 
midft  internal  diflenfions,  and  preferved  only  by  the  divifions  of 
the  native  Irifli,  the  Anglo-Irifli  government  exhibits  an  odious 
mixture  of  debility  and  op  predion,  verifying  the  opinion  of 
Burke,  *  that  Englifh  dominion  had  acquired  its  fpirit  of  hoftility 
to  the  Irilh,  before  the  diftin&ions  of  rroteftant  and  Papift  were 
,  known  m  die  World.  It  is  painful  to  reflect,  that  the  ads  and 
deeds  of  a  barbarous  fyftem,  have  too  often  found  countenance 
in  kindred  proceedings  of  more  enlightened  times. 

The  glorious  light  of  the  reformation  proved  to  Ireland  only  a 
fiery  meteor,  announcing  a  long  track  of  future  calamities.  This 
people  had  truly  fome  Tittle  cealon  to  demur,  when  their  convert- 
ed fovexcigns  came  to  demand  acquicfcence  in  the  new  doctrines 
of  religion  England  had,  among  her  earlielt  aflts,  ordained  a 
ibridfc  and  lifting  conformity  with  the  Romifh  church  ;  (he  held 
a  grant  of  Irejapd  from  the  Papal  power,  to  which  her  fovereigns 
and -parliaments  had  often  appealed;  and  fhe  now  fought  to  o- 
verttirn,  by. force  what  flie  had  herfelf  eftublifhed ;  and  rebelled, 
as  it  tmght  fecm  to  them,  againft  that  fptritual  authority  from 
which  ibe  had  originally  derived  her  own  powers  of  fovereigntv. 
The  means  which  England  employed  to  enlighten  her  Irifh  fub- 
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'  jecls  Upon  thefe  points,  and  to  reclaim  them  from  the  errors  of 
Catholic  fuperftition,  were  certainly  neither  evangelical  nor  wife. 
Infulting  the  minifters  and  relics  of  a  cherifhed  religion,  and  per- 
fecting its  believers  by  penal  enactments,  were  not  furely  very 
peifuafive  expedients,  either  to  make  converts  to  Proteftantifm, 
or  willing  fubjetts  to  government.  *  Nihil  eft  enim  exitiofius  ci- 
vitatibus,  nil  tarn  contrarium  juri  et  legibus,  nihil  minus  civile 
♦  ct  humanum,  quam  compofita  et  conftituta  RepubBca,  quidquan 
agi  per  vim.  '     CV.  de  leg. 

The  name  of  Sir  John  Peirot,  one  of  the  Irifli  governors  of 

•,  Queen  Elizabeth,  deferves  particular  notice  and  commendation  in 

the  hiftory  of  Ireland.     Superior  to  mean  prejudices,  he  took  the 

old  natives  of  the  country  under  his  efpecial  protection ;  addref- 

fed  himfelf  in  a  manner  never  attempted  before  to  their  generous 

feelings ;  and  afpired,  bv  mild,  but  vigorous  meafures,  to  bring 

,  the  whole  ifland,  without  diftinftion  of  perfons,  under  one  pro- 

.  teeming  comtitution.     But  this  man,  who  (hewed  himfelf  capable 

,  of  rebuilding  a  broken  ftate,  was  foon  compelled,  by  the  oppofi- 

.  lion  of  the  Engiifti  within  the  pale,  and  the  want  of  lupport  from 

;  his  Sovereign,  to  abandon  his  plans,  and  refign  his  authority  into 

the  hands  of  one  (Fitzwilliam),  as  oppofite  in  principle,  as  he  was 

.  inferior  in  capacity.     We  refer  our  readers  to  Leland,  and  other 

.  writers,  for  a  full  account  of  Perrot's  fyftem  and  proceedings' : 

.  meanwhile,  we  lhall  extraft  the  following  brief  notice  of  them 

from  our  author. 

'  The  fcheme  of  Sir  John  Perrot  was  that  alone,  which,  if  carried 
into  execution,  could  render  this  ifland  an  acquifition  of  any  value  to 
.the  Englifh  crown,  or,  indeed,  prevent  it  from  being  a*  wafteful  drab 
of  blood  and  treafure  from  the  Englifh  nation.  By  a  fteady,  ftrid  and 
impartial  execution,  and  gradual  extenfion  of  Engliih  law,  he  wifhed  to 
.reduce  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  ifland  into  a  ftate  of  uniform  polity, 
reformation  of  manners,  peace  and  profperity.  Having  publifhed  am* 
nefty  and  affurance  of  protection  to  all  who  mould  return  to  their  alle- 
giance, and  fent  the  fon  of  the  deceafed  Ear]  of  Defmond  to  England, 
to  be  rendered  by  education  a  fit  object  of  royal  favour,  he  proceeded 
to  vifit  the  feveral  provinces,  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  execution  of 
his  plan.  Appointing  fheriffs  for  the  counties  of  Cbnnaught,  and 
marching  to  the  north  againft  fome  Scottish  invaders,  who  fled  to  their 
(hips  at  his  approach,  he  was  attended  with  alacrity  by  the  I  rim  chiefs 
of  Ulfter,  who  teftified  their  wifhes  for  the  acceptance  of  Englifh  law, 
and  agreed  to  the  payment  of  an  affefQnent  for  the  maintenance  of  ele- 
ven hundred  foldiers  without  expenfe  to  the  queen.  For  the  carrying 
of  his  plan  into  effed,  he  petitioned  the  Engliih  government  lor  the  al- 
lowance of  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a  year  during  three  years,  reprefenting 
it  as  it  really  would  have  been,  the  cbeapefi  purcbafe  which  England  bad 
made  for  a  great  length  of  time*    His  requeft  was  declined  by  the  eco- 
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noroy  of  Elizabeth,  who  was  engaged  in  the  affiftance  of  the  Dutch  in 
their  war  againft  Spain  ;  and  even  the  abfurd  and  pernicious  jealoufy  of 
fome,  left  the  people  of  this  ifland,  no  longer  weakened  and  irapoverifh- 
ed  by  inteftine  wars,  ihould  become  independent  of  the  Englifh  crown. 
Only  a  final!  fum  of  money  was  granted  by  the  queen,  who  had  after- 
wards ample  reafon  to  repent,  as  the  fubfequent  wars  of  Ireland,  which 
would  have  been  prevented,  were  the  caufe  of  a  vaft  and  grievous  ex- 
penditure. '    p.  275-6. 

The  Irish  policy  of  Elizabeth,  certainly  contributes  nothing  to 
her  reputation  for  wisdom  and  vigour  \  and  in  the  regards  which 
she  bestowed  upon  her  subjects  in  that  country,  there  never  was 
any  great  portion  of  tenderness.  Her  successor,  James,  had  a 
passion  for  improving  Ireland;  but  there  was  a  large  mixture  of 
evil  in  his  plans.  The  nature  and  tendency  of  his  system  of 
plantations,  and  other  Irish  measures,  are  by  no  means  well  de- 
lineated by  this  author.  In  his  account  of  the  great  events  of 
the  succeeding  reign,  indeed  of  all  that  took  place  till  the  final 
settlement  of  the  island  J>y  King  William,  when  the  history  of 
Leland  closes,  our  author  invariably  adopts  the  sentiments  of  that 
.writer  *,  sometimes  making  large  quotations,  and  often  borrowing, 
.without  any  formal  acknowledgment.  Nothing  that  the  author 
.can  call  his  own  in  the  way  of  remark,  or  comment,  or  refle- 
xion, once  intervenes  during  this  lqng  and  variegated  portion  of 
history,  to  mark  the  exercise  of  independent  judgment.  Nor  is 
he  by  any  means  fortunate  in  the  selection  and  disposition  of  the 
matter  which  he  borrows ;  and  some  interesting  pieces  of  infoiw 
rnation  are  either  altogether  omitted,  or  very  inadequately  given. 
Thus,  for  example,  we  have  no  distinct  account  of  the  extent 
and  operation  of  the  Catholic  forfeitures,  which  effected  such  a 
signal,  indeed  unexampled  revolution,  in  the  landed  property  of 
Ireland.  The  act  of  settlement,  we  believe,  transferred  to  Eng- 
lish adventurers  7,800,000  acres ;  and  the  forfeitures,  at  the  re- 
volution, 1,060,793  acres.  * 

By  the  victories  of  William,  and  die  total  loss  of  their  posses- 
sions, the  Catholics  were  thoroughly  brought  under  the  yoke  \ 
but  the  war  of  arms  was  succeeded  by  the  war  of  penal  statutes, 
in  order  the  more  completely  to  secure  the  prostration  of  these 
rebellions  apostates.  Under  Queen  Anne,  the  system  of  rigour 
and  abasement  received  new  refinements :  indeed,  to  use  the 
language  of  Burke,  *  the  severe  and  jealous  policy  of  a  conqueror 
in  the  crude  settlement  of  his  new  acquisition,  was  strangely  made 
a  permanent  rule  for  its  future  government. '  The  author  gives 
a  very  indistinct  view  of  the  provisions  and  principles  of  the  penal 
^code  \  and  there  is  nothing  of  the  spirit  or  philosophy  of  history 

in 
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in  his  feeble  and  scanty  reflexions.  Our  readers  know,  that, 
soon  after  the  revolution,  the  British  Parliament  began  to  assume 
the  right  of  legislating  for  Ireland,  and  of  forcibly  interfering  to 
restrain  and  regulate  Irish  industry.  We  quote  the  following 
.passage  to  make  our  readers  acquainted  with  the  author's  manner 
of  thinking  upon  these  subjects. 

•  Since,  from  the  find  fubmiffion  of  tbje  Irifh  to  William  the  Third, 
in  1691,  this  ifland  remained,  above  a  cent ury,  free  from  other  than 
external  war,  thl'hiftorian  of  this  period  has  happily  little  elfe  to  re- 
cord   than    Parliamentary   transactions  5    but,    unhappily,    thefe   were 
fometiraes  of  fuch  a  nature  as,  more  permanently  than  war,  to  fink 
the  nation  in  poverty  and  barbarifm.     In  the  peaceful  period,  fince  the 
furrendering  of  Limerick,  this  country  has  been  of  important  fervice 
to  her  filler  kingdom,  but  of  vaftly  lefs  than   (he  wonld  have  been,  if 
the  Englifh  Parliament  had  a&ed  towards  her  with  a  polfcy  guided  by 
common  fen fe,  or  common  jufl ice.     The  glorious  revolution  of  1688, 
which  eftablifhed  in  England  an  unparalleled  fyftetn  of  civil  freedom, 
was  far  from  extending  the  benignity  of  its  influence  in  the  fame  de- 
gree to  Ireland,  where  it  only  fecured  the  adminrftratlon  of  internal 
-government  exciufi very  to  the  Proteftant  inhabitants,  while  thefe  fame 
'Proteftants,  th^  conquerors,  or  the  oSfcpriog  of  the  conquerors  of  this 
'Country  for  the  Edglifh  Crown,  were,  in  common  with   the  Catholics, 
treated  as  a  conquered'  people  by' the  Englifh  I^egifkture,  wbofe  laws, 
with  equal  cruelty  and  impolicy,  precluded  them  from  availing  them- 
selves of  .th*  fr«its  of  their  own  induttry.  *     II.   184. 
-     The  restraints,  to  which  the  author  alludes,  make,  indeed,  a 
■long  chapter  in  the  history  of  Irish  grievances*     Previous  to  the 
restoration,  we  beKeve,  the  commercial  privileges  of  the  two 
.countries  ^tood  10a  the  same  footing ;  but,  soon  after  that  period, 
it  seems  to  have  been  discovered  that  the  sister  states  had  in  this 
Tespect  very  opposite  interests,  and  that  die  wealth  and  resources 
-of  the  one  would  be  greatly  enlarged  by  diminishing  those  of 
the  other*    The  restraining  system  was,  as  we  have  already  said, 
grievously  extended  after  the  revolution,  and  continued  in  full 
force  till  the  year  1779,  when  the  spirit  of:  the  country,  boldly 
.and  successfully  exerted  itself  in  procuring  a  material  relaxation. 
By  the  articles  of  Union,  many  of  the  remaining  ^restraints  were 
at  length  /removed,  and  the  commerce  of  Ireland  again  replaced 
on  a  footing  of  equality  and  reciprocity. 

In  the  account  here  given  of  the  reigns  of  George  the  First 
and  Second,  there  is  great  lack  both  of  matter  arid  judgment ; 
insomuch,  that  the  author  stoops  from  the  dignity-  or  history  to 
to  record  political  toasts,  satires,  and  witticisms.  Here,  too, 
Lord  Chesterfield's  administration  is  made  to  introduce  the  sub- 
ject of  his  letters  5  and  we  have  the  authority  of  the  rector  of 
tillegney  to  say,  that  this  collection  of  paternal  hortatives  to  fri- 
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Tolity  arid  gallantry,  attaches  no  blame  whatever  to  his  Lordship's 
character.    We  cannot  say  that  the  author  is  more  judicious  or 
instructive  in  his  account  of  the  present  reign,  than  in  the  other 
parts  of  his  work.     His  narrative,  never  very  luminous,  is,  as  u- 
stfal,  clumsily  broken  by  frivolous,  unmeaning,  or  inapplicable 
digressions.    The  French  revolution  introduces  a  long  disserta- 
tion ;  in  the  course  of  which,    the  author  makes  a  discovery, 
which  we  must  communicate  to  our  readers,  that  Mr  Burke's 
B©6lnBn~  that  subject  -was  written  purely  in  revenge  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  Catholic  religion  in  France,  to  which  he  avers 
that  statesman  had  a  most  heretical  affection.     Among  other  im- 
pertinences, he  moreover  introduces  a  discourse  upon  the  merits 
and  fate  of  his  book  on  the  rebellion  ;  and  this  notable  piece  of 
egotism  is  quaintly  entitled  f  the  history  of  a  history  !  *     From  aR 
this  the  reader  must  see,  that  our  author  never  trifles  with  his 
subject ;  that  he  faithfully  adheres  to  his  plan  of  noticing  only 
what  is  important  and  interesting  5  in  a  word,  that  his  notions  of 
history  are  purely  classical. 

We  should,  however,  give  an  unfair  review  of  the  book,  did 
we  not  admit  that  the  account  of  the  rebellion  is  interesting,  and, 
upon  the  whole  characterized  by  a  benevolent  and  manly  spirit. 
It  would  not  indeed  be  difficult  to  shew,  that  he  occasionally  of- 
fers inadmissible  apologies  for  that  arbitrary  system  which  was 
adopted  upon  the  recal  of  Lord  Fitzwilliam  * ;  and  throws  the 
whole  of  that  blame,  which  ought  to  be  shared  with  the  authors, 
upon  the  immediate  agents  of  the  system.  But  we  gladly  relin- 
quish strictures,  which  we  could  not  pursue,  'without  recurring 
to  transactions  but  little  accordant  either  with  British  magnani- 
mity or  British  justice. 

We  must  also  remark,  in  favour  of  the  author's  liberality,  that 
he  is  very  'decided  for  Catholic  emancipation  ;  and  as  his  opinion 
has  the  sanction  of  local  knowledge  and  experience,  we  quote 
his 'words. 

*  A  more  kind  hearted  and  obliging  people  than  the  Catholics  of 
Tre&rfd,  I  am  perfuaded,  can  no  where  be  found ;  and  I  muft  confets 
that  I  feel  for  them  a  ftrong  affection  :  Nor  can  I  entertain  a  doubt  of 
ffieir  inviolable  attachment  to  the  Brkiih  government,  if  they  were  once 
fnSy  admitted  to  an  unqualified  participation  of  its  benefits.  '  Vol*  II*. 
p.  507. 

We 

*  We  believe,  that  the  kind  of  proofs  which  the  conful  Pliny  re- 
quires of  a  good  governor  of  a  province,  were  never  more  abundantly 
produced  than  upon  that  occafion.  '  Volo  ^go  qui  provinciam  rexerit* 
lion  tantum  codicillos  amicorum,  nee  urbana  conjuratione  eblanditas  pre* 
ossffed  dccreU  eelooiarum,  decveta  civitatunvalbgcU  *     Pancgyr.  Trfy 
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We  have  nothing  furtlicr  to  say  of  this  book>  but  that  it  is  as 
defective  in  composition  as  it  is  in  all  the  higher  attributes  of 
history.  The  style  is  tame  and  loose,  full  of  conceits,  heavy  ex- 
pletives, and  uncouth  inversions.  In  short,  we  would  exhort 
the  reverend  author  to  think  no  more  of  writing  history,  but  to 
bestow  his  labour,  where  we  hope  he  will  reap  more  success, 
upon  the  cultivation  of  his  vineyard  in  the  churcn. 


Art.  IX.    Speech  of  Mr  Depth/  Birch  in  Common  Council.  March  5. 
1S07.     London,  1807. 


Speech  of  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Haivkesbury,  in  the  House  of 
Lords t  on  Friday  >  the  IQth  of  May  1805,  on  the  Subject  of  tie 
CatMic  Petition.     2d  Edition.     London,  1805. 


Cursory  Reflections  on  tlte  Measures  now  in  Agitation,  in  favour  of 
the  Roman  Catfiolics  of  tlie  United  Kingdom.  By  a  Loyal  Irish- 
man.     London,  1807. 

"ITThen  Sir  John  Throckmorton's  publication  on  the  subject  of 
* "  the  Catholic  claims  came  before  us,  *  we  were  certainly 
impressed  with  an  opinion,  that,  unless  in  an  incidental  manner, 
the  subject  would  not  again  challenge  our  attention  for  some  time 
to  come.  Since,  however,  circumstances,  at  that  time  unfore- 
seen, have  called  a  new  host  of  pamphleteers  into  play,  and 
given  the  enemies  of  what  we  deem  sound  and  liberal  policy  ano- 
ther triumph,  we  will  not  be  wanting  to  our  duty,  nor  suffer  the 
errors  which  we  think  have  beguiled  the  multitude,  to  pass  with- 
out refutation  or  reproof.  What  we  shall  offer  will  be  little* 
Plain  reasoning  commonly  lies  in  narrow  compass ;  and  though 
we  are  no  orators,  as  Deputy  Birch  is,  we  are  still  inclined  to 
think,  that  some  little  effect  may  be  produced  by  sober  reason- 
ing, even  opposed  to  his  eloquence,  though  it  flow  more  sweet 
than  die  macaroon,  and  more  ardent  than  turtle-soup. 

It  would  be  very  foolish  to  contend,  that  all  who  oppose  the 
pretensions  of  the  Roman  Catholics,  are  narrow  and  fanatical 
bigots,  actuated  by  an  intolerant  hatred  of  those  who  dissent 
from  their  own  creed.  They  comprehend,  unfortmnatery,  too 
large  a  portion  of  the  public,  to  be  reviled,  or  turned  into  ridi- 
cule. We  may  very  possibly,  in  the  present  state  of  British 
opinion,  belong  to  a  minority  ;  no  good  reason,  we  presume,  for 
concluding  us  to  be  in  the  wrong }  bmt  certainly  a  very  proper 
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inducement  to  keep  us  within  bounds,  and  prevent  the  retalia- 
tion of  such  indiscriminate  charges  as  are  for  ever  in  the  mouths 
of  our  "adversaries.  There  are,  in  fact,  so  many  sensible  and 
judicious,  as  well  as  conscientious  men,  who  hesitate  about  the 
propriety  of  such  a  bill,  as  was  lately  brought  into  Parliament, 
tor  the  purpose  of  admitting  the  Catholic  subjects  of  the  King 
to  military  and  naval  command,  that  it  is  worth  while  to  attempt 
winning  them  over,  by  somewhat  a  more  legitimate  sort  .of  logic 
than  the  writers  on  their  side  are  wont  to  adopt.  And  though 
we  remember  the  words  of  Montesquieu,  '  lorsqu'il  s'agit  de 
prouver  des  choses  claires,  on  est  sJkr  de  ne  pas  convaincre  \ ' 
we  are  not  without  hope,  that  some  such  men  may  retire  from 
the  discussion  with  less  unfavourable  impressions  than  before. 

As  we  are  desirous  to  address  our  observations  to  such  men 
as  these  only,  we  assume  it  as  an  admitted  point,  that,  provided 
such  relaxation  of  our  laws  can  be  proved  not  to  endanger  the 
established  church,  it  ought,  on  a  double  account,  to  be  granted ; 
both  for  the  sake  of  the  individuals,  to  whose  industry  and  fair 
ambition  it  gives  encouragement ;  and  for  the  sake  of  the  nation, 
whose  effectual  strength  it  tends  greatly  to  augment.  *  If  any  man 
denies  this  conditional  position,  we  wish  him  to  read  no  farther  j 
his  is  intonebile  coputy  and  argument  will  be  of  no  use  to  him* 
Of  the  advantage  which  the  nation  would  derive  from  opening, 
as  it  were,  a  fresh  mine  of  labour  and  talents,  by  admitting  the 
Catholics  into  those  stations  from  which  we  exclude  them,  we 
have  said  enough  in  our  review  of  Sir  J.  Throckmorton  ;  *  and, 
certainly,  die  military  and  naval  professions  would  afford  the 
most  striking  illustrations  of  our  general  remarks.  And  to  this, 
when  we  join  the  consideration,  that  such  measures  would  con* 
dliate  many,  and  probably  silence  all  of  those  whose  disaffection 
we  dread  in  Ireland,  k  is  inconceivable,  that  any  really  tempo- 
rate  man  can  avoid  wishing  at  least  to  be  persuaded,  that  no  evil 
would  be  fek,  where  jso  much  good  would  certainly  be  effected, 
1  Primum  ita  esse  veHm, '  says  an  ancient  of  the  soul's  immor- 
tality; 4  deinde,  etiamsi  non  sit,  persuaderi  mihi  velim. '  We  do 
not  -recommend  .this  anxiety  to  believe  a  proposition  as  very  phi- 
losophical }  yet  when  we  see  how  the  judgement  of  men  is  ever 
cheated  by  their  inclinations,  we  cannot  help  suspecting,  that 
those  who  are  so  quick  of  alarm  at  the  Catholic  claims,  have 
never  appreciated  the  undeniable  benefit  of  admitting  them.  It 
is  unlike  aU  we  know  of  the  human  mind,  that  men  should  put 
the  most  strained  suppositions,  and  the  most  improbable  cases, 
to  defeat  their  own  wishes,  and  to  withdraw  their  assent  from 
measures^  which  they  sincerely  desire  to  approve.    Let  us  begin 
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by  feeling  for  the  Catholics  of  Ireland,  as  for  men  and  fellow* 
citizens,  entitled,  upon  each  account,  to  every  benefit  which  we 
can  securely  bestow  j  and  unless  we  are  much  deceived)  the  dan- 
gers with  which  we  are  threatened  by  Lord  Hawkesbury  and  Mr 
JL)eputy  Birch,  will  not  make  much  impression  on  the  most 
anxious  and  zealous  well-wisher  of  our  establishment. 

To  such  zeal  and  such  anxiety,  we  ofier  no  violence.  We  readily 
admit,  that  the  Protestant  church  is,  at  all  events,  to  be  maintain- 
ed in  every  civil  right,  with  which  it  is  invested  by  law.  The  que- 
stion is  thus  reduced  within  due  limits.  We  have  only  to  inquire 
whether  a  certain  great  improvement  can  be  made  in  our  situa- 
tion, without  risking  a  certain  definite  mischief,  which  is  agreed 
to  be  more  than  commensurate  with  it.  We  have  nothing  to  do 
with  the  merits  of  the  Protestant  and  Catholic  persuasions,  re- 
latively to  their  intrinsic  truth.  We  have  as  little  to  do  with  the 
advantages  or  disadvantages  of  a  religious  establishment.  A 
Protestant  establishment  is  taken  for  granted  in  the  discussion ; 
as  it  has  been  by  every  eminent  person  who  has  taken  up  the 
cause  of  the  Catholics  ;  though  certain  people  have  not  scrupled 
to  borrow  from  Lord  George  Gordon  the  senseless  imputation  of 
attempting  to  bring  in  Popery,  and  cast  it  on  the  most  conspicu* 
ous  characters  of  which  our  country  can  boast.  Nor  shall  we 
condescend  to  answer  those,  who  charge  the  Catholics  with  a- 
verseness  to  civil  liberty,  and  with  principles  of  arbitrary  power. 
This  calumny  is  never  propagated,  but  among  the  populace ;  not 
that  it  is  more  palpably  gross  than  many  others  which  pass  mus- 
ter ;  but  perhaps,  because,  in  some  very  anticatholic  circles,  it 
might  look  like  panegyric.  What  then  are  the  arguments,  by 
which  the  request  of  one  fourth  part  of  the  people,  to  fight  the 
battles  of  the  rest,  has  hitherto  been  resisted  ?  It  is,  of  course, 
unnecessary  for  us  to  do  more,  than  to  answer  the  reasons  ad- 
duced by  trie  opposite  side.  They  have  the  onus  proband*,  and 
let  us  see  how  stoutly  they  undergo  it. 

1.  *  To  admit  Pa  pi  lie  to  hold  certain  commimons  in  the  army,  is  t 
proportion  more  inimical  to  our  glorious  con  ft  i  tut  ion,  than  ever  was  at* 
tempted  by  any  minifter  to  obtain  the  fan&ion  of  parliament :  for  Po- 
pery, when  introduced  through  a  military  channel,  takes  its  moil  tre- 
mendous and  rekr.tlefs  fhape  ;  and,  when  once  introduced,  will  be  irre- 
vocable ;  it  will  be  impofiible  t^o  retrace  the  fatal  and  falfe  fteps  with 
which  it  is  in  this  cafe  attempted  to  delude  you. '  Deputy  13irch'3 
&peech,  p.  9. 

Now,  what  is  it  tliat  Deputy  Birch  is  afraid  of?  Is  it  that  theKing 
(we  use  the  word,  of  course,  generally)  may  send  half  a  dozen  regir 
ments,  commanded  by  Catholics,  to  dissolve  die  Parliament  ?  Or 
Chat  these  officers  may  conspire  to  do  the  same  of  their  own  accord, 
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arid  turn  both  King  and  Parliament  out  of  dobrs  ?  It  is  neces-' 
sary  to  come  close  to  the  point,  if  we  would  avoid  being  im- 
posed upon  by  words  without  meaning  : ,  all  generalities  must  be 
resolved  into  particulars,  before  their  value  caji  be  estimated  ;* 
and  the  Protestant  alarmists  are  bound  to  state  precisely  what  it 
is  they  would  have  us  apprehend.  One  of  these  two  alternatives 
they  must  take.  And  can  they  seriously  conceive,  that  the  con- 
stitution can  be  violently  overturned  (for  any  thing  but  violence 
is  out  of  the  question,  when  we  speak  of  danger  resulting  from 
military  command)  by  a  few  Catholic  officers  and  privates,  while 
the  mass  of  the  army,  and  of  the  people,  are  Protestant  ?  Let 
us  ask,  is  there  no  motive  but  religion,  which  can  lead  an  offi- 
cer to  betray  his  trust,  or  a  king  to  entertain  ambitious  views  ? 
Yet,  which  of  these  alarmists  dreams  of  such  a  transaction  oc- 
curring with  a  Protestant  king  and  a  Protestant  army  ?  Suppose 
the  army  to  consist  of  a  hundred  regiments,  and  that  ten  colonels 
of  these  are  Catholics,  by  what  process  are  the  smaller  number 
to  overbalance  the  greater  ?  But  the  king  may  cashier  all  the 
Protestant  colonels  in  a  moment,  and  replace  them  by  Catholic 
creatures  of  his  own.  This  is  really  too  ridiculous  to  be  an- 
swered ;  and  yet  very  sensible  men  have  been  talking  and  acting* 
as  if  it  was  their  real  expectation.  For,  unless  something  of  this 
kind  be  done,  it  is  morally  impossible  that  a  Catholic  army  can 
set  their  yoke  upon  us. 

2.  *  It  w  well  known  that  hit  Majefly  enjoys  the  Crown  in  virtue  of 
certain  limitations.  Shall  the  Royal  Family  be  the  only  one  in  the 
kingdom  liable  to  fuch  reJtri&ions  ?  Can  it  be  highly  reasonable,  for 
the  fake  of  public  good,  to  limit  the  capacity  of  fucceeding  to  the 
Crown  ;  and  highly  uoreafonable,  though  there  be  the  like  occafion  for  it% 
to  limit  the  capacity  of  private  men  to  be  captains  and  colonels. '  De- 
puty Birch's  Speech,  p.  n. 

Not  at  all  unreafonable,  if  there  be  the  lile  occafion  for  it.  There 
is  an  odd  fallacy  here,  which  has  miflcd  more  intelligent  men  than 
Deputy  Birch.  It  is  reprefented  as  an  abfurdity,  to  leave  a  re- 
ftraint  on  the  King,  wliicb  we  would  take  off  from  the  fubjefl. 
But,  on  the  fame  principle,  Proteftauts  and  Papifls  fhould  be  pro-? 
hibited  from  intermarrying  ;  or  at  lead  the  hulbands  of  Catholic 
women  fhould  be  excluded  from  offices  of  truft,  which  has  never 
been  contended.  There  is,  it  {hould  feem,  a  very  plain  reafon  fot 
the  diftin£tfon.  We  are  not  called  upon  to  take  off  the  reftri&ion 
from  the  inheritance  of  the  Crown,  as  we  are  from  the  Catholics 
of  Ireland.  No  benefit  is  likely  to  accrue  from  repealing  that 
part  of  the  A&  of  Settlement,  equivalent  to  the  popular  outcry 
which  it  would  occafion ;  nor  while  the  fuccefiion  continues  in 
\ls  prefent  courfe,  is  it  likely  that  any  King  of  England  (hould  de- 
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Cert  the  fyftem  in  which  he  was  educated.  Bat  we  are  free  to 
admit,  that  circumftances  may  be  conceived,  in  which  that  con- 
formity to  the  cftabliftied  church,  which  the  A£k  of  Settlement 
requires,  might  he  found  extremely  perplexing.  Let  us  fuppofe 
that  William  IIL,  or  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  had  refufed  the 
crown  upon  thofe  terms.  Let  us  fuppofe  that  all  foreign  princes 
had,  at  tnat  time,  been  as  zealoufly  attached  to  their  own  forms, 
as  fome  of  the  church  of  England  are  to  theirs.  Would  it  have 
been  worth  while  to  have  aboliflied  the  monarchy,  or  to  have 
fuffered  a  civil  war  among  our  domeftic  claimants,  for  the  fake  of 
retaining  this  provifion  ?  The^cafc,  we  admit,  is  very  improbable ; 
but  thole  who  drive  to  urge  us  with  the  molt  unlikely  cafes,  mult 
not  complain  of  them  in  return. 

3.  «  Tie  Catholics  refufe  the  oath  of  fupremacy  to  our  Moft  Gracious 
Sovereign ;  this,  evidently,  would  be  a  palpable  contradiction- to  the 
oath  already  taken  by  them  of  the  fupremacy  of  the  Pope. f  Dep.  Birch^ 
p.  10. 

There  is  no  oath  of  fupremacy  to  our  Gracious  Sovereign  in  ex- 
iftence  5  if  there  were,  our  Scottifh  nation  would  refufe  to  take  it. 
We  acknowledge  no  earthly  head  of  the  Chriftian  church.  The 
real  oath  is  merely  negative  ;  and  only  excludes  all  foreign  autho- 
rity and  jurifdi£hon,  ecclefiaftical  and  fpirirual.  A  French  Ca- 
tholic would  refufe  fuch  an  oath ;  and  why  (hould  a  Xing  of 
Englmd  expe&  more  undivided  allegiance  than  Bonaparte  ? 

4.  «  The  Catholics  do  not  believe  the  obligation  of  oaths  taken  to 
heretic  princes,  or,  which  ia  the  fame  thing,  they  believe  that  the  Pope 
can  difpenfe  with  fuch  oaths. ' 

Why,  then,  do  they  not  take  every  oath  you  impofe  ?  Either 
they  are  excluded  at  prefent  by  a  fyftem  of  oaths,  or  they  are  not. 
If  they  are  not,  the  battle  is  about  repealing  a  nugatory  law ;  if  they 
are,  the  imputation  is  plainly  calumnious.  But  this  charge  may  be 
repelled  more  dire&ly,  as  we  (hall  fee,  before  the  clofe  of  the  article. 

5.  '  The  Catholics  did  not  tolerate  tts  when  they  were  in  power  ; 
why  (hould  we  be  more  indulgent  to  them  I  Have  we  forgotten  Guy 
Faux,  and  bloody  Queen  Mary  ?' 

Thofe  who  perfecuted  Proteftants  are  not  the  fame  individuals 
who  would  derive  advantage  from  repealing  the  tefts ;  and,  if  they 
were,  what  a  raean-fpirited  vindi&ivenels  would  there  be  in  re- 
taliation !  But,  a  word  more  about  perfecution.  The  church  of 
Rome,  we  admit,  in  the  middle  ages,  was  as  intolerant  as 
worldly  ambition  and  religious  bigotry  could  render  her  j  but  this 
was  not  fo  much  the  natural  confequence  of  her  tenets,  as  the  re- 
fult  of  the  ftase  of  the  human  mind  in  thofe  times.  She  perfe- 
cuted the  Albigenfes  in  the  twelfth  century,  becaufe  it  was  the 
twelfth  century  5  becaufe  toleration  had  not  been  proved  in  theory. 
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4*6  tried  in  flfciSfce,  to  ht  the'  befl!  mean*  of  frcfervmg  quiet, 
arid  fecuritig  tfufli.    PrfbCeJfcttts  wfere  burned  m  the  reign  of 
Wary,  beeauft  (he  warf  ftirkttis  atid  fanatical.     Elizabeth  was  wife 
an<f  temperate*  arid  not  difincKited  to  the  Catholics  by  principle  i  <# 
fcei*  reftriaions  dfc  tftera>  accordingly,  though  fometimes  very  fe-  * 
tere,  were  founded  On  riolkical  c6r>fide*ations;  yet  perfecutiort  was 
riot  at  an  dnd.    Are  our  opponents  aware,  that  two  perfons  were 
burned  for  herefy  in  the  feign  of  Elizabeth,  and  two  others  in 
that  of  Jarries  I.  ?    However,  it  niuft  be  allowed,  that  the  Roman  . 
church  has  always  beefc  rtfore  flow  to  admit  principles  of  to- 
-  teratio*  than  oufr  own.    All  this;  however,  is  befide  the  main 
point,  which  is,  not  what  are  the  faults  of  popery,  but  what  are 
the  dangert  df  letting  iA  a  feW  Catholic  officers,  among  a  gifeat 
majority  of  Proteftants-,  into  our  army  and  nav^. 

«  6.  If  this  conceffion  be  made,  more  will  be  aflced  m  future ;  as  you- 
recede,  they  will  advance.  The  penal  code  was  repealed  ;  the  civil  re- 
ftridions  mitigated;  the  elective  franchife  granted:  All  thefe  have 
been  fiepi  to  new  demands*  It  is  neceflary  to  ftop  (btnewhere  )  and  no 
point  can  be  better  than  this. ' 

If  you  dispossess  a  man  of  his  seat  in  the  gallery  of  the  House 
of  Goftntions,  will  he  be  satisfied  if  you  give  him  back  three 
iftches  to  sit  down  upon  ?  Will  he  not  naturally  encroach,  and 
edge  on  further  and  further,  till  he  has  got  back  as  much  as  you 
took  from  him  ?  But,  having  done  this,  is  it  so  certain  that  he 
will  proceed  further,  and  become  the  aggressor  m  his  turn,  though 
by  ratfief  a  fair  retaliation  ?  Whoever  has  witnessed  such  a  trans- 
action as  this,  must  have  observed  that  peace  was  sure  to  be  re- 
stored by  doing  full  justice  to  die  injured  party;  but  never  till 
theni  It  ifc  the  same  in  public  afrairs.  We  instanced,  formerly, 
the  contests  of  ancient  Rome,  which  were  only  terminated  by  a 
fair  partition  of  privileges  between  the  Patrician  arid  Plebeian  or- 
ders. An  orator,  not  less  eloquent  thari  Deputy  Birch  or  Lord 
Hawkesbury,  has  sagaciously  remarked  with  what  difference,  in 
point  of  earnestness,  men  contend  for'  their  rights,  arid  for  their 
ambition.  iv%  ifm»s  tviw  «*v  ft  nt  «rA*m*i?r  mXipimtt  «t»  run  rm 
2«vW*  iiXA*  v*t(  ft**  *»  0ufl1*vfl*i,  (**&*  w  )v>*t»u  frmrrtf  m\tpxrtrf 
vttj  &  rbv  j*^rtr«Tt?f,  *\%  #vr*r*  »AA  tpatrm  (H*t  t«r  r*  &  mf  h  x»Xv* 
font)  mtin  t&apcttttt  n*  tf*m«0irr«f  *vru<  nyttrrm.  Dem.  tr.  r.  T%  i. 
p.  195.  edk.  Rtiske* 

But,  setting  this  aside,  will  they  be  more  enabled  to  obtain 
further  demands,  by  having  gained  these  ?  Either  these  are  rea- 
sonable in  themselves,  or  they  are  not.  If  they  are,  it  fs  ridicu- 
lous to  pretend  that  they  can  afford  a  pretext  for  unreasonable 
concessions.  If  they  are  not,  let  that  be  proved,  and  there  is  an 
erid  of  the  discussion.  Or  is  it  conceived  that  they  will  gain 
vol.  x.  no.  19.  I  more 
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more  political  strength,  by  being  admitted  into  the  army,  and 
thus  compel  what  they  wish  ?  This  comes  to  what  we  have  con- 
sidered already, — the  folly  of  imagining  a  Catholic  Colonel  Pride, 
issuing  out  of  the  mass-house,  and  purging  the  walls  of  St  Ste- 
phens of  those  who  hare  rendered  it  any  thing  rather  than  a 
house  cf  prayer.  A  former  House  of  Commons  withstood,  with 
courage  and  dignity,  the  menaces  of  a  fanatical  mob  in  1780  j  the 
present,  we  are  sure,  would  display  equal  firmness.  We  trust, 
however,  that  those  who,  to  gratify  their  own  ambition,  swell  the 
same  war-whoop  at  this  day,  will  instruct  their  agents  to  check, 
the  populace  in  time,  and  save  our  Senate  from  insult,  and  our 
capital  from  conflagration. 

7,  *  The  King,  at  hi*  coronation,  fwears  to  maintain  the  rights  and 
privileges  of  the  Proteftaot  church  :  to  admit  Catholic  officers  into  the 
army  would  violate  that  oath.  * 

If  no  other  argument  against  the  measure  is  found,  this  must 
-fall  to  the. ground  of  course  ;  for,  unless  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  the  Protestant  church  can  be  proved  to  be  put  in  danger  by 
the  concessions  in  question,  it  is  idle  to  talk  of  the  coronation 
oath.  But,  even  if  we  admitted  that  danger,  we  utterly  deny  the 
pertinence  of  the  present  objection.  The  coronation  oath  has  no- 
sort  of  relation  to  the  King's  acts,  as  part  of  the  Legislature ;  it 
binds  his  conscience  as  an  executive  magistrate  only.  All  the 
clauses  of  the  oath  bear  no  other  construction  \  and  no  other, 
indeed,  is  consistent  with  the  nature  of  such  an  obligation. 
While  the  salHes.  of  the  prerogative  were  justly  feared,  every 
oheckt  whether  of  religion  or  law,  was  naturally  imposed  ob  the 
monarch.  To*  hind  his  hands  from  consenting  to  the  advice  of 
his  Parliament,  was  surely  far  from  the  intention  of  thoee  who 
framed  that  solemn  oath,  and  was  indeed  so  considered,  when  a 
modification  of  it  was  proposed  soon  after  the  revolution ;  as 
may  be  seen  in  Grey's  Debates,  vol.  9.  Even  a  distinct  oath, 
not  to  grant  favours  to  the  Catholics,  as  it  must  be  imposed  by  the 
people  of  England,  might  be  released  by  their  representatives. 
No  moralist  considers  a  promise  as  obligatory,  which  is  released 
by  the  promisee  ;  and  an  oath  is  but  a  more  solemn  promise.  • 
*  The  speech  of  Mr  Deputy  Birch  is  such  as  might  be  looked  - 
for  from  one  of  his  calling  \  it  surfeits  the  understanding,  with- 
out substance  or  nourishment.  Indeed,  we  owe  some  apology 
to  otir  readers,  for  noticing  such  a  performance  at  all ;  but,  in 
truth,  the^  arguments  of  greater  men,  in  greater  assemblies,  are, 
at  bottom,  little  better  than  his  •,  and  we  thought  it  fit  to  take 
hold  of  an  aut)wr3  if  we  may  apply  the  word  so  laughably,  who 
had  not  the  art  to  varnish  over  his  absurdities  with  that  loose 
verbiage,  which  our  limits  would  not  permit  us  to  transcribe  and 
detect; 
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The  speech  of  Lord  Hawkesbury,  on  the  Catholic  Petition  irt 
1 805,  is  more  decorous,  though  not  much  more  profound,  than 
that  of  Mr  Birch.  As  we  have  no  leisure  for  a  detailed  com- 
ment upon  it,  we  shall  only  note,  that  he  dwells  on  the  incom- 
patibility of  a  Protestant  King,  and  Catholic  advisers  ;  on  the 
foreign  jurisdiction  which  those  of  the  church  of  Rome  neces- 
sarily acknowledge  $  and  upon  the  little  likelihood  that  the  con- 
cessions then  requested  would  satisfy  the  claimants.  These  to- 
pics we  have  touched  upon  already  ;  and,  when  we  add  to  these, 
the  common  praise  of  the  revolution  and  William  III.  on  one 
hand,  and  of  the  church  of  England  on  the  other,  we  have  men- 
tioned every  thing,  we  believe,  that  the  speech  of  this  eminent 
statesman  contains.     One  assertion  struck  us  as  rather  singular. 

•  Io  the  beginning  of  the  reign  of  Charles  II.,  when  the  tide  ran 
high  in  favour  of  monarchy,  the  only  refinance  which  was  made  to 
that  Prince  for  foroe  yean,  was  made  by  the  church  party  ;  and  to 
their  oppofition,  at  that  time,  we  were  indebted  for  the  piefervation  of 
any  part  of  our  political  liberties.  '     p.  36. 

The  Presbyterians  of  that  age,  his  Lordship  doubtless  ima- 
gines to  have  been  slaves  of  the  Court,  of  which  the  distinguish- 
ed favour  that  was  shewn  them,  especially  in  Scotland,  would 
have  afforded  him  a  cogent  proof.  But  we,  who  are  of  course 
not  so  well  read  in  history  as  Lord  Hawkesbury,  had  taken  it 
into  our  heads  that  no  opposition  at  all  was  made  to  the  arbitrary 
conduct  of  Charles  II.  by  the  Church  party,  and  especially  in  the 
beginning  of  his  reign.  » 

Hie  cursory  reflexions  by  a  Loyal  Irishman,  are  the  effusion 
of  some  furious  bigot  of  the  Orange  faction,  who  founds  his 
claim  to  public  estimation  on  traducing  such  men  as  the  Duke  of 
.  Bedford  and  Sir  John  Newport.  The  Irish  administration  of  the 
former,  it  is  asserted,  had  formed  a  compact  for  a  change  of 
the  religion  of  the  state.  c  England  was  to  be  Protestant,  Scot- 
land Presbyterian,  and  Ireland  Catholic.  *  (p  5.)  Such  is  the  ig- 
norance of  a  man  who  affects  afterwards  to  talk  of  bulls  and. 
councils,  of  canon  law  and  casuistry.  The  disturbances  occa- 
sioned by  the  Thrashers,  though  their  depredations  were  notorious- 
ly as  much  levelled  at  the  Catholic  clergy,  as  at  the  Protestant,  aro 
ascribed  by  this  writer  to  the  effect  of  the  system  adopted  by  ad- 
ministration ;  nor  has  he  any  scruple  to  assert,  that  Government, 
in  order  to  repress  them,  had  recourse  to  the  same  measure0,  of 
coercion  as  were  adopted  in  1798,  and  that  c  the  reign  of  terrvr 
recommenced.'  (p.  10.)  A  gross  and  palpable  misrepresentation ; 
as  it  is  perfectly  well  known,  that  no  measures,  beyond  the  legal 
course  of  proceedings,  were  resorted  to  by  the  administration  i,f 
the  Dyke  of   Bedford.     It  was  reserved,   we  believe,  for  this 
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writer  to  maintain*  that  Catholics  might  hate  been  admitted  with 
more  pretence  into  the  Irish  Parliament  before  the  Union,  than 
into  that  of  the  empire.  '  She  might  have  introduced  popery  in- 
to her  legislature,  and  not  have  infected  the  British  constitution- 
with  that  foul  pestilence.  '  There  is,  indeed,  a  scnrrilky  and  in- 
temperance which  runs  through  this  whole  pamphlet,  hardly  pa- 
ralleled even  by  the  writings  of  Dr  Duigenan ;  and,  were  it  not 
for  the  grossness  of  the  ignorance  occasionally  displayed,  we 
should  suspect  that  classical  pen  to>  have  been  employed.  But 
we  have  that  to  complain  of,  which  is  continually  the  case  with- 
these  loose  pamphleteers.  There  is  no  assertion  made,  which  it  is 
worth  while  to  contest,  because  there  is  none  which  any  other 
man  would  maintain  ;  there  is  no  argument  for  us  to  attack,  be- 
cause there  is  none  advanced  v  there  is,  no  fact  to  examine*,  be- 
cause, with  hardly  an  exception,  none  are  brought  forward.  'She- 
only  part  of  this  pamphlet  which  has  a  semblance,  and  specious-' 
ness  about  it,  is  what  relates  to-  the  supposed  refusal  of  the  Eng- 
lish Catholics  to  renounce  the  dispensing  power  of  die  Pope. 

1  In  an  encyclical  letter  from,  the  four  vicars  apoffolic  in*  England, 
dated  January  the  ifl*,  i79«*  it  is  afTertcd  and  maintained,  that  the  au- 
thority to  determine  on  the  lawful  deft  of  oaths,  declarations,  and'  other 
inftrumenU  whatever,  containing  do&rml  matter*,  refide*  exdufivtty* 
in  the  biihops,  they  being,  by  divine  innttuttoo*  the  fptritual governor*, 
in  the  church  of  Chrift,  and  the  guardians  of  religion*  In  conformity 
with  this  fundamental  and  eternal  dogma  of  the  church,  tbefe  vicars 
apoftolic  condemned,  in  the  fulled  manner,  the  attempt,  of  offering;  to 
Parliament  an  oath,  including;  do&rinal  matters,  to  be  there  fandioited* 
which  had  not  been  approved  by  the  bifhope.  They  exhort'  all  good 
Catholics,  in  their  refpe&ive  did  rids,  to  oppofe  the  attempt,  and  to 
prevent  fuch  an  oath  from  being  carried  into  effect. 

'  A  protection  had  been  figned  by  all  the  bifhops  and  clergy,  and 
all  the  laity,  of  any  confequence,  of  the  Roman  Catholic  communion 
in  England,  difavowing  the  five  following  propofitions. 

«  lft,  That  princes,  excommunicated  by  the  Pope*  may  be  depofed* 
'or  murdered  by  their  fobje&s,  or  any  other. 

«  2d,  That  the  Pope  can  abfolve  fub}e6to  from  their  allegiance* 

.«  3d,  That  the  Pope  hath  a  civil  juri&i&ion  within  the  realms  of 
other  princes. 

«  4th,  That  the  Pope  it  infallible. 

'  5th,  That  a  breach  of  faith  with  a  perfon  may  be  juftificd*  under 
pretence  that  fuch  a  perfon  is  an  heretic,  or  an  infidel. 

*  This  proteftation  was  followed  by  a  propofed  oath*  framed  on  the 
precife  terms  of  the  proteftation,  and  renouncing,  in  an  immediate  ap- 
peal to  God,  what  the  fubferibers  had  before  renounced  by  their  ptfotet- 
tation  ;  and  thi9  oath  it  was,  as  1  have  faid,  that  provoked  the  anathema 
pronounced  by  the  Catholic  vicars,  againft  all  who  mould  coucor  in 
the  meafure  of  prdpofwg  fuch  an  oath  to  Parliament,  to  be  {an&ioncd 
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there,  and  to  be  fonpofed  upon  the  Catholics,  as  it  contained .  do&rmai 
natters,  of  which  the  hifhops  alone  were,  by  divine  inftitution,  to  judge. 

'  Now,  whit  wiH  oor  profound  parliamentary  cafuiftt  fay  to  this  au- 
thentic document  ?  Here  we  find  what  are  the  docVinal  matters,  pro- 
pofed  and  maintained  by  the  church  of  Rome  to  this  day,  and  with 
which  its  bfthops  forbid  all  good  Catholics  to  interfere.  Will  thefe  au 
fuifts  fay |  that  the  proportions  contained  in  the  protection,  and  to  be 
included  in  the  oath,  do  not  contain  the  identical  opinions  and  tenets, 
on  the  profeffion  of  which  the  principle  of  exclufion,  at  the  periods  of 
the  revolution,  and  of  the  acccfilon  of  the  Houfe  of  Hanover,  w^s 
grounded  ?  Will  they  fay  that  thefc  arc  hot  the  principles  which  ori- 
ginally created  the  political  neccl&ty  of  excludiog  all  who  profcfTcd  them 
from  all  political  power  under  a  Proteftant  (late  \  Yet  they  are  the 
principles  which  the  Catholic  bithops  declare  to  be  do&rinal,  .and  to 
contain  religious  opinions,  on  which  none  but  the  guardians  of  religion 
are  to  decide. 

4  But  this  is  not  all.  This  protection  was  figned  by  fix  bffbopp, 
and  218  of  the  inferior  clergy,  and  aim  oft  the  whole  laity  of  that  per- 
fuafion  in  England,  difclairaing  the  dodrine*,  again  ft  which  it  presett- 
ed, as  w  dangerous  to  fociety,  and  totally  repugnant  to  political  and 
civil  liberty.  w  It  was  presented  to  both  Houfcs  of  Parliament  as 
g<  the  pledge  of  the  honour  of  Englifti  Catholics,  and  the  public  mo- 
nument of  their  uprightnefo  *'  Yet  a  year  had  not  clapfeil  before  this 
inftrument,  thus  declared  to  have  been  confecrated  on  the  altar  of  Ca- 
tholic honour  and  uprightnefs,  was,  on  a  communication  with  the 
court  of  Rome,  and,  in  confequence  of  its  injunctions,  officially  con- 
demned, when  propofed  to  be  changed  into  the  form  of  an  oath,  by 
four  of  the  bilhops  who  had  iigned  it.  With  the  very  fame  pen  that 
had  fet  their  names  to  the  protection,  thus  folemnly  and  deliberately 
laid  before  Parliament,  they  declared  the  oath,  wlu'ch  was  to  follow  an 
a  thing  of  courfe,  to  be  unlawful  ;  and,  as  unlawful,  they  inter  did  it 
to  all  good  Catholics.  ' 

It  is  by  such  disingenuous  statements  as  these,  that  the  credu- 
lous and  indolent  are  misled  into  prejudices  against  the  Catholic 
body  in  Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  Would  any  man  doubt,  from 
reading  the* extract  which  we  have  laid  before  him,  that  the  Eng- 
lish clergy  of  that  persuasion  had  actually  refused  to  renounce 
the  deposing  power  of  the  Pope,  and  the  doctrine  of  keeping  no 
faith  with  heretics  ?  Yet  it  is  certain  that  the  act  for  the  relief  of 
Roman  Catholics,  which  passed  in  1791,  &1.  Geo.  III.  c.  32, 
contains  an  oath,  conceived  in  as  full  terms  as  can  well  be  fram- 
ed, expressly  renouncing  those  tenets,  *  on  the  profession  of 
which,. according  to  this  writer,  the  principle  of  exclusion,  at 
the  period  of  the  revolution,  and  of  the  accession  of  the  House 
of  Hanover,  was  grounded.  '  Habemus  cmfitentem  reutn.  If 
thev  were  excluded  on  no  other  principle,  let  the  gates  be  thrown 
wide  open  to  receive  them  •,  for  the  oath  imposed  in  1791,  Ims 
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been  token  by  every  priest  and  layman  of  any  eminence  through- 
out Great  Britain.  Tlie  infallibility  of  the  Pope  is  not  indeed 
disclaimed  by  the  existing  oath,  whatever  may  have  been  the  case 
with  that  to  which  objections  were  made  ;  and  certainly  it  seems 
inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  act,  to  make  any  theological 
point  a  condition  of  toleration*  What  were  the  actual  grounds 
of  objection  to  the  proposed  oath,  made  by  the  English  bishops  in 
1790,  we  do  not  know  j  probably  they  would  have  appeared  to  us,  as 
they  did  to  Lord  Petre  and  Sir  John  Throckmorton,  very  unwarrant- 
able. But  be  they  what  they  might,  they  were  recognized  by  the 
Legislature,  and  the  oath  was  actually  modified  in  conformity  to 
their  wishes.  Upon  this  point,  we  shall  take  the  liberty  of  quot- 
ing a  passage  from  an  unpublished  tract  of  Sir  John  Coxe  Hip- 
pisley,  on  the  Catholic  Petition. 

«  if  any  blame  attaches  to  the  apoftolic  vicars  in  England,  from  the 
obje&ions  raifed  by  them,  as  he  obferves,  in  1791,  they  rauft  bear  it  in 
common  with  the  Legiilature,  which  fan&ioned  their  fcruples,  by  ad- 
opting1 the  amendments  propofed  by  them.  A  right  reverend  prelate 
(the  Bifhop  of  St  Afaph)  of  the  Eftablifhed  Church,  muft  alfo  fubmit 
t6  bear  his  (hare  of  the  learned  gentleman's  cenfure,  as  that  prelate  has 
fo  recently  faid  in  his  place,  ««  That  it  was  very  true  that  the  apoftolic 
vicars  forbade  the  taking  the  oath,  not  that  they  were  unwilling  that 
their  people  mould  fwear  to  maintain  the  Proteilant  fucceffion,  but  that 
the  oath,  as  framed  in  the  Lower  Houfe,  contained  fome  theological 
dogmata  which  they  deemed,  and  in  my  judgment  "  (obferves  his  Lord- 
fhip)  "  rightly  deemed,  as  impious  and  heretical.  "  The  dogmata  I 
alia  Je  to,  is  an  abjuration  of  the  legitimate  authority  of  the  priedhood  } 
abjurations  which  1,  as  a  P  rote  flan  t  bifhop,  could  not  make  ;  and  I 
fliould  impute  great  blame  to  any  prieft  of  mine  who  mould  condefcend 
to  make  them.  It  was  on  account  of  thefe  abjurations  that  the  apof- 
tolic vicars  reprobated  the  oath  as  it  ftood  in  the  firft  bill ;  and  when  it 
was  amended  in  that  part,  as  it  was  in  this  Houfe  (Houfe  of  Lords), 
they  made  no  further  objection.  On  the  contrary,  when  the  bill  had 
pa(Ted,  they  exhorted  their  people,  clergy  as  well  as  laity,  to  take  the 
oath  as  it  now  Rands  ;  and  they  have,  as  I  believe,  themfelyes  taken  it.  " 
p.  19. 

The  tmet  of  Sir  John  Hippesley,  from  which  we  have  made  the 
above  extract,  hardly  falls  within  our  province  as  reviewers,  as  it 
has  not  hitherto  been  exposed  to  public  sale  ;  yet  we  cannot  refrain 
from  giving  another  passage,  illustrating  the  nature  of  that  papal 
supremacy,  of  which  such  terrific  notions  are  entertained  by  the 
vulgar  class  of  thinkers,  and  have  too  often  been  studiously  in- 
culcated by  men,  who9e  rank  and  reputed  talents  have  given  cur- 
fency  to  the  assertion. 

*  In  forming  a  judgment  on  this  material  queflion  of  ecclefiaftical  fu- 
premacy,  we  find  the  cafe  too  frequently  tried  by  rules  which  do  not 
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apply  to  it,— by  a  fancied  analogy  which  has  no  relation  to  it. '  The 
powers  exerciied  by  our  clergy,  though  denominated  ecclefiaftical,  in- 
volve principally  civil  and  temporal  rights.  Of  this  description  are 
itithes,  glebes,  &c.  of  material  churches.  Excommunication  itfelf,  ia 
'the  eftablimed  church,  is  inflicted  as  a  mere  civil  punishment. 

*  The  fupremacy  of  Rome,  the  exercife  of  which  may  be  regulated 
.by  the  modes  I  have  on  other  occafk>n9  fuggefted,  and  to  which  1  (hall 
again  prefently  advert,  as  fan&ioned  by  the  inftkutions  of  other  ftates, 
<an  militate  againft  no  civil  or  temporal  rights,  and  cannot  trench  on  ths 
"duties  of  civil  allegiance ;  in  fad  it  is  confined  to  a  fubordination  pure- 
ly fpiritual ;  a  fupremacy  which  is  confidered  inherent  in  other  churches 
as  well  .as  that  of  Rome.  IF  the  power  be  purely  fpiritual,  it  little  im- 
ports  the  ftate,  as  far  as  its  temporal  interefts  are  concerned,  where  that 
•power  is  lodged, — whether  with  the  Patriarch  of  Mbfcow,  or  the  Pope' 
of  Rome, — provided  the  ftate  is  fatisfied  with  fuch  pledges  as  Catholips 
mre  called  upon  to  give,  in  the  oaths  of  179 1  and  1793,  in  which  they 
declare,  **  that  they  do  not  believe  that  the  Pope  of  Rome,  or  any  other 
foreign  prince,  prelate,  ftate  or  potentate,  hath,  or  ought  to  have,  a- 
«y  temporal  or  civil  jurisdiction,  power,  fuperiority  or  preeminence, 
directly  or  indirectly,  within  this  realm.  "  It  is  contended,  therefore, 
that  the  independency  of  this  purely  fpiritual  fupremacy,  admitted  in 
jthe  peribn.of  a  foreign  prelate,  or  rather  in  the  church  of  which  he  is 
confidered  as  the  chief  organ,  can,  in  no  manner  whatever,  interfere 
jwith  the  duties  of  allegiance  to  a  temporal  fovereign.  The  Kirk  of 
Scotland  maintains  a  fupremacy  equally  independent  0/  £he  tesnpocal  ju« 
rifdiction  of  the  Crown.  The  General  Aflembly  coufiders  itfelf  para- 
mount in  its  definitions  of  do&rine  and  decrees  pf  discipline,  and  con- 
vokes and  diflblves  itfelf.  The  King's  commuTion  is  not  allowed  to  pof- 
fffs  any  authority  or  controul  over  the  ads  of  the  Aflembly.  This 
power  claimed  by  the  Church  of  Rome,  as  diflind  ai.d  independent  of 
all  temporal  authority,  we  have  feen  admitted  by  the  moil  jealous  legis- 
latures ;  and  not  inconfiftently  with  this  acknowledgement,  we  know 
that  Catholic  princes  have  waged  war  againft  tlie  Pope  himfelf,  and  re- 
duced him  to  the  ftate  of  a  prifoner  in  his  capital.  *  *  *  *  *  But  in 
admitting  the  exigence  of  this  fpiritual  fupremacy  of  the  fee  of  Rome, 
Catholics  do  not  even  admit  that  the  Pope  fhall  himfelf  eled  and  nomiw 
rate  all  bifhops,  as  in  fome  ages  pontiffs  have  attained  a  right  to  do,  in 
the  (am  manner  as  they  exerciied  other  powers  which  have  not  even  by 
human  authorities  been  confidered  as  legitimately  inherent  in  them.  " 
P-  '?• 

The  candid  and  well-informed  author  of  this  tract,  which  we 
consider  as  highly  deserving  of  actual  publication,  is  much  dU- 

Csed  even  to  controvert  the  heinous  imputations  which  have 
en  thrown  upon  the  .Church  of  Rome,  in  the  darker  ages  of 
modern  history.  Yet  charges  of  ambition  and  intolerance  hatfe 
been  so  invariably  brought  against  her  by  all  Protestant  writers, 
and  even  by  nasmy  of  hex  own  communion,  that  we  cannot  .avoid 
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a  suspicion  that  he  has  sometimes  strained  this  a  Utile  too  far. 
The  tyrannical  domination  of  papal  Rome)  forms  one  of  the 
leading  features  of  civil  history  during  several  centuries,  and  cer- 
tainly one  of  the  most  interesting  and  curious  phenomena  which 
the  philosophical  reflector  upon  past  times  can  contemplate.  We 
certainly  would  not  chuse,  therefore,  to  rest  the  cause  upon  this 
ground ;  let  us  pare  the  claws  of  *  the  panther, '  without  vouch- 
ing for  the  milk-white  purity  of  €  the  hind.  *  It  is  fair,  however, 
to  observe,  that  the  canon  of  the  fourth  council  of  Lateran,  which 
seems  to  sanction  the  deposition  of  princes,  is  suspected  of  spuri- 
ousness  by  many  learned  men,  and,  at  all  events,  involves  no 
matter  of  faith,  to  which  the  Catholics  of  the  present  day  can 
hold  themselves  bound  to  subscribe.  Thus  the  argument,  which 
has  been  sometimes  brought  forward  in  the  guise  of  a  syllogism,— 
The  Catholic  church  ppce  maintained  the  deposing  power  ;  but, 
according  to  the  Catholics  tliemselvcs,  what  their  church  once 
maintained,  it  maintains  stijl ;  therefore,  it  still  maintains  the 
deposing  power, — is  easily  repelled.  The  major  proposition  U 
universally  denied  by  the  Catholics  at  this  day  j  but  if  any  Pro- 
testant think  that  there  are  historical  proofs  of  that,  he  may 
securely  deny  the  minor  of  the  premises  ;  since  it  is  clear,  that  at 
present  no  such  tenet  is  held  by  that  church,  either  in  Great  Bri- 
tain or  on  the  Continent.  The  oath  of  1791  refutes  the  charge  as 
to  the  former  •,  the  answer  of  six  eminent  universities  in  17 
to  certain  queries  proposed  at  desire  of  Mr  Pitt,  is  satisfactory,  as 
to  the  principal  repositories  of  Catholic  theology  in  Europe. 
These  answers  are  printed  in  the  Appendix  to  Sir  John  Coxe 
Hippisley's  tract,  and  they  may  be  found  in  Mr  Plowden's  his- 
tory of  Ireland. 

We  have  only  to  add,  that  in  discussing  this  most  important 
question,  either  now,  or  at  any  other  time,  no  considerations  of 
varty  shall  ever  enter  into  our  views.  If  this  great  national  im- 
provement is  brought  to  pass,  it  matters  little  to  us  by  what  hand 
it  shall  be  carried  into  execution.  Although  recent  changes  in  go- 
vernment haye  revived  the  public  feeling  upon  this  theme,  the  ab- 
stract merits  of  the  question  have  no  reference  to  any  political 
connexions.  Among  those  who  regret  the  late  administrations 
there  are  many  who  w<fuld  'have  refused  their  aid  in  breaking 
down  the  restrictive  laws  against  the  Catholics ;  among  those  who 
are  most  engaged  in  the  present,  there  are  many  whose  assent 
to  the  justice  of  the  cause  which  we  have  espoused  has  never 
been  withheld  or  concealed.  But  if  it  seem  a  solecism  to  write  on 
political  matters,  without  appertaining  to  some  political  sect, — if 
we  are  to  chuse  the  divinities  of  our  own  idolatry, — we  must  de- 
clare ourselves  to  belong,  upon  this  subject,  to  the  party  of  Mr 
Burke,  ]tfr  fox,  and  Mr  Pitt,  * 
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Redigtie  apres  sea  Notes*  par  Pierre  Pnsvost.  A  Geneve,  «hee 
Pasthoud.     1606. 

Thjb  biographical  sketch  bete  announced,  has  more  than  an  or- 
dinary claim  to  the  attention  of  die  reader.  The  subject 
jCtf  it  is  a  philosopher,  who,  beside  the  peculiarities  incident  to 
genius,  had  several  that  belonged  exclusively  to  himself.  Thesfe 
he  was  careful  to  study  and  explain ;  and  the  notes  which  he 
,bas  left  behind  him,  seem  to  entitle  him  to  the  rare  eulogy, 
qf  having  given  an  accurate  and  candid  delineation  of  his  own 
character.  His  biographer,  too,  had  the  advantage  of  being  in- 
timately acquainted  with  the  person  whom  he  has  undertaken  to 
describe*  and  has  been  attentive  to.  mark  whatever  appeared  sin- 
gular in  the  constitution  or  progress  of  his  mind. 

George  .Lewis  Lb  Sage  was  born  at  Geneva  in  1724,  to  which 
city  his  father,  a  native  of  France,  had  for  some  time  retired, 
and  lived  by  giving  private  ketone  in  mathematics  and  natural 
philosophy.  The  son  was  early  initiated  in  these  studies  *,  re- 
ceiving, at  the  same  time,  in  all  the  branches  of  literature,  as  li- 
beral a  course  of  education  as  hia  father's  limited  income  would 
allow.  A  marked  opposition,  however,  in  their  tastes  and  intel- 
lectual propensities,  prevented  the  son  from  reaping  from  his  fa- 
ther's instructions  all  the  advantage  that  might  have  been  ex- 
pected. The  old  man  was  well  informed*  but  his  know- 
ledge was  very  much  confined  to  facts,  and  was  accompa- 
nied with  little  tendency  to  reason,  or  to  generalize*  His 
son,  again,  even  when  a  boy,  delighted  in  connecting  his  ideas 
by  general  and  abstract  principles,  and  was  not  more  inquisi-, 
live  about  facts,  than  about  the  relations  in  which  they  stood  to 
one  another.  This  propensity  arose,  in  some  measure  at  least, 
from  the  weakness  of  his  memory,  which  forced  him  to  study 
the  most  just  and  constant  connexions  among  things,  in  order  to 
prevent  both  words  and  ideas  from  escaping  his  recollection  en- 
tirely. *  It  was  thus, '  says  M.  Prevost,  €  that  we  saw  him,  in 
his  maturer  years,  and  particularly  in  histoid  age,  avoiding,  with 
the  greatest  care,  whatever  could  trouble  the  order  of  his  thoughts, 
and  substituting,  with  much  art,  a  logical  series  of  mental  opera- 
tions to  the  effort  which  the  recollection  of  a  single  unconnected 
fact  would  necessarily  have  cost  him. ' 

The  history  of  Le  Ssfge  does  indeed  illustrate,  in  the  clearest 
manner,  the  relation  between  the  faculties  of  memory  and  ab- 
ttraptipn,  and  the  power  which  each  has  to  supply  the  deficiencies 
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of  the  other.  Generalization  gives  us  a  command  over  our  ideas 
more  complete  than  we  can  evfcr  derive  from  the  mere  efforts  of 
memory  :  It  holds  in  its  hand  the  clue  by  which  this  latter  faculty 
must  be  guided  through  the  labyrinth  of  things ;  and  there  is  room 
to  doubt,  whether  the  power  thus  given  to  the  mind  is  not 
the  main  source  of  the  delight  arising  from  abstract  and  philoso- 
.  phk  speculation.  Were  the  memory  in  itself  to  become  so  per- 
fect, as  to  be  independent  of  connecting  principles,  generaliza- 
tion -would  not  be  necessary,  and  perhaps  would  rarely  be  at- 
tempted* . 

Two  minds,  both  disposed  to  the  acquisition  of  knowledge, 
could  hardly  be  constituted  with  less  conformity  to  one  another, 
than  those  of  Le  Sage  and  his  son.  When  the  young  man  was 
labouring  to  classify  nis  ideas,  and  to  reduce  them  under  general 
heads,  the  father  was  perpetually  starting  objections  to  his  rules, 
and  bringing  forward  the  instances  most  difficult  to  be  reduced 
to  any  general  principle  of  arrangement.  This  seemed  to  pro- 
ceed, Dot  from  any  desire  to  embarrass  or  distress  his  son,  but 
from  a  dislike  which  he  had  conceived  (singular,  doubtless,  in  a 
mathematician)  to  general  methods,  and  to  all  systems  whatso- 
ever. The  education,  therefore,  which  he  gave  his  son,  was 
truly  antiphilosophic,  and  certainly  had  no  tendency  to  produce 
that  love  of  order,  system  and  method  which  characterized  him 
through  his  whole  life.  But  the  mind  may  be  constituted  with 
some  powers  so  weak,  that  discipline  cannot  improve  them ;  and 
with  others  so  strong,  that  discipline,  when  most  perverse,  can- 
not destroy  them.  Nothing  could  give  to  young  le  Sage  a  me- 
mory  nearly  equal  to  that  of  ordinary  men  j  and  nothing  could 
take  from  him  a  delight  and  skill  in  generalization,  which  were 
vastly  superior. 

We  must  not  imagine  from  this,  that  the  whole  plan  of  die 
,  old  man  in  the  education  of  his  son,  was  as  perverse  as  in  the 
case  here  mentioned  :  the  information  he  communicated,  even 
.with  so  little  of  method  and  arrangement  to  connect  the  parts  to- 
gether, was  of  great  value  to  his  son,  who,  through  his  whole 
life,  used  to  speak  with  much  gratitude  of  his  father's  attention 
to  his  instruction,  and  of  the  pleasure  and  advantage  he  derived 
from  his  conversation.* 

The  inquisitive  turn  of  Le  Sage  soon  displayed  itself  in  ques- 
tions, to  which  he  did  not  always  receive  the  kindest  or  most 
satisfactory  answers,  especially  from  his  mother,  who  appears  to 
have  had  none  of  the  gentleness  and  patience  necessary  for  the 
instruction  of  children.  This  led  him  to  think  of  having  re-» 
course  to  trial  and  experience,  and  to  interrogate  nature  rather 
than  any.  other  instructor.    One  of  his  first  attempts  of  this  sort 
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has  been  recorded  in  his  notes,  and,  from  the  singularity  of  it, 
deserves  to  be  remembered. 

At  the  time  we  are  now  speaking  of,  the  Sabbath  was  observed  at 
Geneva,  with  a  gloom  and  austerity  of  which  we  in  Scotland  can 
probably  form  a  more  correct  notion  than  the  inhabitants  of  any 
other  country  in  Christendom.  Le  Sage  felt  some  curiosity  to 
know  whether  the  Author  of  Nature  still  continued  to  impose  on 
himself  the  same  law  that  originally  marked  the  institution  of  the 
&&  °f  res**  k  would  have  puzzled  the  first  philosopher  in 
Europe  to  think  of  any  method  by  which  this  question  could  be 
brought  to  the  decision  of  experiment;  but  the  ingenuity  of  our 
young  inquirer  soon  suggested  an  expedient.  He  measured,  with 
great  care,  the  increase  of  a  plant,  dajr  after  day,  in  order  to  dis- 
cover whether  it  would  cease  growing  on  the  Sabbath.  The  re- 
sult could  not  fail  to  solve  the  difficulty,  and  to  convince  the 
young  man,  that  though  the  work  of  creation  might  terminate, 
the  work  of  Providence  is  never' interrupted. 

The  pensive  and  contemplative  turn  of  Le  Sage  was  increased 
by  the  circumstance  of  his  health  being  delicate,  and  his  tempe- 
rament too  weak,  to  allow  him  to  join  in  the  fatiguing  exercises 
which  amused  and  occupied  his  companions.  Great  modesty, 
sensibility,  and  reserve,  added,,  as  far  as  his  mother  was  concern- 
ed, to  the  want  of  comfortable  society  at  home,  condemned  him 
almost  to  continual  solitude,  and  rendered  the  acquisition  of 
knowledge  his  only  enjoyment.     Thus,  from  circumstances  ap- 

Sarently  unfortunate,  much  of  his  intellectual  excellence  may 
e  supposed  to  have  arisen. 
It  is  material  to  observe  every  circumstance  that  gave  a  de- 
termination to  a  mind  that  has  in  any  thing  attained  celebrity ; 
but  it  is  very  rarely  that  this  can  be  done  so  well  as  in  the  in- 
stance we  have  now  before  us.  The  father  of  our  young  philo- 
.  sopher  had  but  few  books  ;  and  almost  the  only  entire  work  on 
physics,  which  he  possessed,  was  that  of  Bernard  PaHssy.  The 
writings  of  a. man  who  was  self-instructed, — who  had  paid  no  re- 
gard to  authority,  when  not  supported  by  experience, — who  had 
made  valuable  discoveries,  and  reached  some  very  sublime  and 
just  notions  concerning  the  structure  and  the  revolutions  of  the 
globe,  could  not  fail  to  make  a  strong  impression  on  a  young 
mind  already  inspired  by  the  love  of  knowledge.  However, 
though  Le  Sage  became  a  great  cosmologist,  it  does  not  appear 
that  geology,  of  which  Palissy  was  in  some  measure  the  founder, 
ever  attracted' much  of  his  attention. 

When  he  was  not  much  more  than  thirteen,  his  father  put  into  his 
hands  the  Antiqmte  Expliquee  of  Montfaucon,  in  order  to  excite 
in  him  a  curiosity  about  researches  into  antiquity.    It  was  the 
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fate  of  tins  young  mat,  however,  to  derive,  from  the  means 
used  for  his  instruction,  advantages  very  different  from  those 
that  werfe  intended,  and  often  of  far  gTeater  value.  The  weak- 
ness of  Moatfaueon's  conjectures,  concerning  the  use  of  many 
of  the  instruments  he  lias  described,  did  not  escape  the  observa- 
tion of  Le  Sage ;  and  he  began  even  then  to  try  to  establish  some 
general  and  certain  rales  for  discovering  the  end  of  a  workman 
Ivotn  the  inspection  of  his  work,  Sucn  extent  of  view,  at  so 
early  a  period  of  life,  has  rarely  occurred,  and  must  be  consi- 
dered as  a  decided  mark  of  genius  and  originality.  Some  years 
after  this  period,  connecting  the  pursuit  just  mentioned  with  one 
.  closely  allied  to  it,  namely,  the  rules  that  must  guide  us  when, 
.in  lite  works  of  nature,  we  would  trace  die  marks  of  the  wise 
design  of  the  Creator,  he  formed  the  idea  of  a  treatise,  entitled 
Teleology,  and  of  which  an  account  will  afterwards  be  given. 

The  perusal  of  Lucretius  is  one  of  the  events  that  did 
most  determine  the  objects  of  Xe  Sage's  researches,  and  indeed 
the  whole  colour  and  complexion  of  his  future  speculations. 
The  precise  time  when  this  happened  does  not  appear,  though  it 
was  certainly  very  early,  and  before  he  had  attained  the  age  of 
twenty.  It  was  then  that  he  conceived  the  notion  of  a  mecha- 
nical explanation  of  gravity,  and  of  the  reduction  of  all  the  mo- 
tions observed  in  nature,  to  the  principle  of  impulsion.  This  was 
suggested  by  the  atoms  of  Lucretius  j  and  the  invention  of  a 
system  by  which  such  an  explanation  could  be  given,  even  with 
tolerable  plausibility,  must  be  considered  as  a  work  of  great  me- 
rit by  all  who  know  the  difficulty  with  which  it  is  attended,  and 
.  its  importance  to  philosophy.  The  system  by  which  Le  Sage 
proposed  to  effect  this  great  object  will  be  by  and  by  consi- 
dered. 

Le  Sage  had  the  good  fortune  to  study  mathematics  under 
Cramer,  and  philosophy  under  Calendrini,  two  eminent  profes- 
sors, who  then  adorned  the  University  of  Geneva.  When  it 
became  necessary  for  him  to  make  choice  of  a  profession,  he 
gave  the  preference  to  that  of  medicine.  The  pursuit  of  this 
study  led  him  first  to  Basle,  and  afterwards  to  Paris.  At  the 
former  place,  he  became  acquainted  with  Daniel  Bernoulli,  from 
whom,  however,  his  merit  seems  to  have  been  completely  con- 
cealed, by  Ids  awkwardness  and  diffidence.  He  says  of  himself, 
when  he  entered  at  this  University—'  111  dressed,  timid,  and 
expressing  myself  with  difficulty,  I  was  quite  neglected  in  the 
first  months  of  my  stay  at  Basle ;  insomuch,  that  they  did  not 
even  think  it  worth  while  to  speak  French  before  me. '  He  un- 
dertook the  study  of  the  German,  but  the  weakness  of  his  me- 
mory did  not  permit  him  to  succeed. 
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The  same  awkwardness,  could  not  foil  to  have  effects  at  Pari? 
jpt  mote  unfavourable,  as  die  narrowness  of  his  income  muse 
likewise  have  had  >  yet  he  persevered  not  only  in  pursuing  medi* 
cine,  but  in  applying  to  his  favourite  objects  in  philosophy.  At 
last  he  returned  to  Geneva ;  but  not  having  the  freedom  of  a>  burt* 
gess  of  the  city,,  he  was  refused  the  privilege  of  practising  as  a 
physician  ;  and  saw  himself,,  in  the  end,  forced  to  relinquish  e* 
very*  other  view  of  fixing  himself  in  life,  but  that  of  following 
the  business  of  his  father,;  and  giving  lessons  in  mathematics  and 
natural  philosophy. 

For  this  he  appears  to  hate  been  well  qualified.  He  says  of 
himself,  that  the  structure  of  his  mind  was  such,  as  had  fit- 
ted hini  for  understanding  the  mathematics  well,  but  not  extem- 
sivefy.  '  Propre  a  bien  savoir  les  mathematiqtresy  maris  non  a  en> 
savoir  bgaucoiipi '  The  first,  part  of  thi*  assertion,  we  imagine, 
may  be  understood  more  literally  than  the  last-,  though  it  is 
probably  true  that  he  was  not  quite  master  of  all  die  modem 
improvements  of  the  calculus.  Some  of  his  remarks  on  the  state 
of  the  mathematical  sciences  in  France,  are  worth' attending  to» 
In  a  letter  to  the  Duke  de  Rochefoucault,  whom  he  had  had  the 
honour  to  instruct  in  die  mathematics,  dated  in  177%  he  has  thir 
observation. 

«  In  tbeir  elementary  treaties  of  mathematics  and  phyflcs*  the  Fientkf 
writers  take  fo  little  trouble  about  the  foundations  of  thofc  calculation* 
Wrieh  they  accumulate  without  end,  that  it  kerns  at  if  they  wanted  to 
make  all  their  pupik  mere  clerks  in  a  banking  houfc,  or  affiftants  in  an  ob* . 
fervatory.  They  treat  geometry  the  lead  geometrically  poffibk,  under 
the  pretence  that  algebraic  demooftrations  are  the  /horteft :  as  if  the  only 
obje&r  were  to  get  to  the  end,  and  as  if  the  road  leading  to  it  were  of 
no  importance.  They  are  in  hade  to  give  a  few  notions,  rather  gram* 
matical  than  intefle&ual,  of  the  fuhEmer  parts*  before  they  have  fuffi- 
ciendy  developed  the  elements.  They  feem  defirous  of  reducing  agro- 
nomy, the  Science  of  motion,  and  chemiftry,  to  be  nothing  but  the 
humble  attendants  on  navigation,  gunnery,  and  the  arts ;  as  if  all  the 
world  was  deftSned  for  infpe&ors  of  the  marine,  of  artillery,  or  manu- 
factures ;  and  as  if  the  cultivation  of  reafon  was  nothing  in  corripari- ' 
fan  with  the  art  of  getting  wealth.  This  was  not  the  proceeding  of. 
Defcartea  or  Newton. '    p.  272. 

This  chara&cr  of  the  French  elementary  writer s,  though,  in 
certain  refpe£fe,  jult,  evidently  has  fomcthing  of  the  air  of 
faVire,  and  muft  not  be  received  as  perfectly  correG!.  Of 
too  little  regard  to  the  methods  of  pure  geometry,  and  too 
roueh  hade  to-  reach  the  more  profound  parts  of  the  calculus, 
they  may  certainly  be  accufed.  But  a  general  preference  of  the 
methods  of  algebra  and  analyfis,  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  error, 
if  the  foundations  of  thofe  methods  ate  carefully  and  accurately* 
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explained.  Analytical  reaftmtngs  are  fo  much  preferable  to  fyn- 
thetical,  and  the  art  of  invefligation  is  fo  much  more  eafily  learned 
in  the  fchool  of  algebra  than  in  any  other,  that,  in  a  fyftera  of 
mathematical  inftrudion,  this  latter  fcience  is  undoubtedly  of  the 
firft  confideration.  It  is  true,  on  the  other  hand,  that  the  me- 
thods of  analyfis  are  not  confined  to  algebra.  Geometry  has  its 
analytical  reafonmgs,  not  fo  ex  ten  fire,  nor  fo  general,  as  thofe  of 
algebra,  but  poflefling  a  degree  of  fimplicity  and  beauty  that  is 
not  excelled,  or  rather,  we  think,  not  equalled  in  any  other  branch 
of  fcience.  It  is  a  itronger  proof  of  the  negledfc  of  geometry, 
among  the  French  mathematicians,  than  any  thing  that  Le  Sage 
has  alleged,  that  in  the  Encyctopedie,  intended  to  exhibit  a  com- 
plete picture  of  the  knowledge  of  the  eighteenth  century,  the 
article  geometrical  analjfis  is  not  to  be  found. 

The  love  of  accurate  and  precife  knowledge,  which  Le  Sage 
pofTefled  eminently,  probably  qualified  him  well  for  a  teacher  of 
the  mathematical  faiences.  He  had  feveral  ilfuftrious  pupils,  and 
none,  certainly,  who  does  him  more  credit  than  the  prefent  pro- 
ftflbr  of  mathematics  in  the  univerfity  of  Geneva.  M.  S.  L'Hui- 
lier  was  his  relation,  and  was  inftru&ed  by  him  in  the  fcience 
which  he  now  profefles  with  fo  much  credit  both  to  his  mailer 
and  himfelf.  He  is  one  of  the  few  mathematicians  equally  verfed  * 
in  the  fimple  and  elegant  methods  of  the  ancient  geometry,  and 
in  the  profound  refearches  of  the  modern  analyfis.  , 

•  Le  Sage,  through  his  whole  life,  had  to  ftruggle  with  a  feeble 
conftitution,  as  well  as  the  mental  defe&s  which  have  been 
already  mentioned.  He  was  particularly  airlifted  with  fleeplefs- 
ncfs,  which,  at  times,  ufed  greatly  to  affeft  his  intelle&ual 
powers,  and  reduce  them  to  a  (late  of  extreme  debility.  Not- 
withftandihg  this,  by  employing  every  moment  when  his  mind 
was  clear  and  active,  preferving  fuch  order  and  regularity  as  fup- 
plied  the  want  of  memory,  committing  every  thing  to  writing, 
and  having  his  papers  in  a  ftate  of  the  moft  complete  arrangement, 
he  was  able  to  accomplifh  a  great  deal,  and  to  devote  much  time 
to  philofophical  purfuits. 

His  ftudies,  however,  were  rendered  lefs  ufeful  than  they  might 
have  been  with  the  originality  of  his  turn  of  thinking,  the  pTeci- 
fion  of  his  knowledge  and  the  extent  of  his  views,  by  the  num- 
ber of.  obje&s  to  which  he  directed  his  attention,  and  by  his 
frequent  cnanges  from  one  purfuit  to  another.  Though  he  came 
back  eafily  to  the  fame  object,  yet  this  did  not  entirely  make  up 
for  the  want  of  the  continued  application  nefiefliry  in  all  great  un- 
dertakings. 

Accordingly,  though  few  men  wrote  fo  much,  and  fo  accurate- 
ly, he  publiflied  nothing  in  his  litctime  but  mere  opuJculu%  and 
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has  left  few,  If  any,  of  his  numerous  manufcripts  completely  ready, 
for  the  prcfs. 

One  of  the  principal  pieces  which  appeared  in  his  lifetime 
fhared  the  prize  propofed  by  the  Academy  of  Dijon  in  1758,  on 
the  caufe  of  chemical  affinities.  He  entitled  it  Effai  de  Cbimie 
Mechanique>  and  endeavoured  to  explain  the  whole  of  chemical 
a&ion  on  die  principle  of  impulfe.  He  fuppofed  the  impelling 
fluid  to  be  composed  of  particles  of  two  kinds,  the  one  greater, 
and  the  .other  lefs  j  and  he  demonftratcd,  in  virtue,  of  that  fingle 
fuppofition,  that  homogeneous  bodies  mud  attra£t  one  another 
more  than  heterogeneous.  This,  however,  it  mud  he  confeflbd, . 
comprehends  but  a  fmall  part  of  the  phenomena  of  chefniftry.  It 
was  conne&ed  with  the  work  on  gravity,  which  was  the  great 
bufinefs,  and  the  favourite  occupation  of  his  life. 

An  cfiay,   c  Sur  Us  Forces  Alartes,9   which   he   fent    to  the 
•  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris,  was  never  publiihed. 

In  the  hiftory  of  the  fame  Academy  for  1756,  a  remarjc  is  in-, 
ferted  from  Le  Sage,  containing  the  dete&ion  of  an  error  com- 
mitted by  Euclid,  ifithe  nth  book  of  his  Elements,  on  the  fub- 
je&  of  (olid  angles.  It  is  remarkable,  that  nearly  about  the  fame 
time,  Dr  Simfon  of  Glafgow  made  a  fimilar  dete&ion,  with  rc- 
fpe£t  to  the  manner  in  which  equal  folids  are  treated  by  the  Greek 
geometer. 

The  txa£t,  entitled,  '  Lucrece  Neutcnien*  was  publifhcd  in  the  * 
Berlin  Memoirs  for  1782. 

Befides  thefe,  he  publiihed  a  few  other  occasional  pieces,  and 
feems  to  have  kept  up  a  pretty  extenfive.correfpondeace  with 
fevcral  of  the  firft  philofophers  of  the  ace.  His  manufcripts 
are,  a  large  treatife,  €  Sur  les  Corpufcules  Ultratnondains ;  *  fub-  . 
ordinate  to  which  is  c  Htfotre  Critique  de  la  Pefanteur* '  This  , 
contains  much  learning,  and  treats  of  all  the  notions  that  have 
been  entertained  on  the  fubjetfc  of  gravity,  and  all  the  theories 
contrived  for  explaining  it.  A  treatife  on  Cohefion,  intended  to 
(how  that  it  cannot  be  explained  by  the  Newtonian  attra£Hons 
is  recommended  by  M.  Prevoft  as  a  work  of  great  merit,  written 
during  the  full  a&ivity  and  vigour  of  the  author's  mind. 

To  thefe  mud  be  added  the  following  ; — on  Elaftic  Fluids,  on 
General  Phyfics,  on  Logic,  on  Moral  Philofopby,  and  on  Final 
Caufes ;  alfo,  Melanges  Dysta8iques>  &c.  Among  the  latter  was 
anEflay  on  Punduation,  concerning  which  he  had  a  fyftem  of 
his  own ;  tQ  this  fyftem  he  adhered  rigidly  ;  and  it  is  fatd  to  be 
very  philofophical  j  but,  perhaps  for  that  very  reafon,  k  has  never 
come  into  ufe. 

It  may  be  thought  extraordinary,  that  fo  much  (hould  have 
been  done,  and  yet  fo  little  completed.    The  habit  of  coiuinually  * 
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maffing  matertais,  without  aeoocmg  tbem  itsto  foarri,  had  grown 
on  Le  Sage  to  an  exceflive  degree ;  and  he  ufed  to  apobgiaer  fbr  if 
by  faying,  '  (that  as  long  as  he  couki  find  any  dung  new  to  part  on 
paper,  he  grudged  the  time  thafmuft  be  dmployed  in  poMfnrtg:  old* 
materials^  or  calling  them  ewer  again. ' 

The  ingenuity  of  his  mind,  and  the  original  torn  of  his  thoughts, 
added  to  a  character  of  great  probity  and  worth,  procured  him 
eftcem  and  refpe£r  wherever  he  was  known.  M.  Pfevoft  ha* 
gnren  extracts  from  a  number  of  very  mterefting  letters,  wfcieh 
paiTed  between  him  and  feveral  of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  perforjs 
of  the  age :  Among  thefc  are  Madame  Necker,  the  Duchefle  d'En- 
vafle,  Earl  Stanhope,  the  Duke  de  Rochefbucault,  M.  M.  d'Alem* 
bwt,  Euler,  Turgot,  Bofcovich,  Lambert,  &c. 

Though  his  conftitution  was  originally  weak,  and  his  health 
always  infirm,  he  reached* the  age  of  eighty,  and  died  itr  1603. 
His  biographer  has  given  a  (ketch  of  his  intdle&ual  character, 
from  which  we  (hall  extra  A  a  few  rjaffeges. 

«  It  k  impoffible  not  to  recognize,  in  the  works  of  Le  Sage,  and  bis 
manner  of  thinking,  a  ftrong  chara&er  of  originality  ;  and,  if  a  caariou* 
and  regulated  invention  be  chara&eriftic  of  genius,  this'  phrldfopher  muft 
be  numbered  with  thofe  whom  nature  has  particularly  diftingtrifhed. 
All  who  knew  him,  were  at  the  fame  time  fenGble  of  his  pectdiartrev 
which  he  himfelf  did  not  indeed  attempt  to  conceal,  but  endeavoured  to 
explain-.  He  acknowledged  that  two  of  his-  faculties  were  wcak,-**t- 
tention  and  memory.  He  was  unable  to  fix  the  former  on  one  objecV 
for  any  con  fiderable  length  of  time  ;  and,  as  he  could  not  attend,  with- 
out gTeat  difficulty,  to  more  than  one  thing  at  the  fame  moment,  he  was 
very  eauly  interrupted.  "  I  fupply, "  fatd  he,  "  the  want  of  extent  in 
my  atteation  by  great  order  and  regularity ;  and  its  want  of  continuance, 
by  frequently  returning  to  the  fame  fubjeft. "  From  this  methodical 
proceeding  it  arofe,  that  few  men*  were  ever  more  perfevering  than  Le 
Sage  in  directing  their  refearches  to  the  fame  objects. 

'  His  memory  was  unmanageable  and  capricious  in  a  high  degree. 
He  had  00  power  over  it ;  and,  in  order  to  direct  it,  was  obliged  to 
have  recourfe  to  all  forts  of  artificer  He  feixed,  with  avidity,  the  mo- 
ments when  his  ideas  were  cleared,  and  hit  faculties  moft  active.  "  I 
have, "  fays  he,  "  extreme  difficulty  in  conne&lng  my  thoughts,  fo 
asr  to  make  an  aflemUage  at  all  fupportable ;  and  am  like  a- painter  who 
would  work  in  the  night,  without  any  other  illumination  than  what 
was  derived  from  fudden  and  unexpected  flatties  of  lightning.  " 

«  His  method  and  order,  in  fome  refpeds»  fupplied  (o  well  the 
weakness  of  his  memory,  that,  in  conversation,  no  defied  of  that 
faculty  was  at  all  difcernible.  It  was,  accordingly,  one  of  his*  con* 
ftant  fources  of  complaint,  that  he  could  not  convince  his  friends  of  the 
badneit  of  his  memory.  They  who  converted  with  him,  heard  him 
perpetually  relate,  with  precifion,  the  dates,  and  even  the  mod  minute 
a  circumftanees, 
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circumftancct ,  of  very  iocoorfiderable  events.  They  believed  hie  memory 
to  be  teoaciout ;  whereas,  the  truth  was,  that  he  kept  notes  of  every 
thing,  and  was  every  now  and  then  confulting  his  repertories. 
•  *  Such  being  the  weaknefs  of  his  intellectual  organization,  he  often 
aflced  himfelf,  how  he  bad  ever  been  able  to  do  any  thing  at  all  >  To 
this  queftioo,  his  own  manfucripts  afford  many  aofwers ;  one  of  the  beft 
of  which  is  in  a  note*  entitled,  "  CUfde  Man  Tour-d9 Ejprit.  "  I  hare 
been  born  with  four  difpofitiom  well  adapted  for  making  progrefs  in 
fcience,  but.  with  two  great  defects  in  the  faculties  neceflary  for  that  pur- 
pofc.  i.  An  ardent  defire  to  know  the  truth.  2.  Great  activity  of 
mind.  3,  An  uncommon  (jujiejfe)  foundnefs  of  undemanding.  4.  A 
ftrong  defire  for  precifion  and  diflindnefs  of  ideas.  5.  An  exceflive 
weaknefs  of  memory.     6.  A  great  incapacity  of  continued  attention.  * 

By  using  the  resources  wnich  nature  had  bestowed,  and  com- 
pensating, by  much  skill  and  labour,  the  want  of  the  qualities 
she  withheld,  he  was  able  to  make  no  small  progress  even  as  an 
inventor  in  science.  He  used  to  apply  to  himself  the  saying  of 
"Bacon,— CAitfl/i/tff  in  via  cursorem  extra  viam  atitevertere. 

One  of  the  principal  causes  that  retarded  the  publication  of  his 
works,  was  the  difficulty  of  making  his  favourite  system  be  relish- 
ed in  the  scientific  world.  Tlie  conviction  which  he  himself  had 
.of  its  truth,  and  the  complete  persuasion  that  it  must  ultimately 
prevail,  could  not  prevent  him  from  perceiving,  that  though  all 
acknowledged  the  ingenuity,  yet  few  were  prepared  to  admit  the 
truth  of  his  theory.  He  was  perfectly  aware,  that  his  own  way 
of  thinking  on  this,  as  well  as  many  other  subjects,  was  peculiar, 
and  not  readily  adopted  by  other  men. 

This  is  strongly  marked  by  the  title  of  one  of  his  parcels  of 
"notes ;  *  On  the  immiscibilitjr  of  my  thoughts  with  those  of 
others'./  He  has  investigated,  in  his  usual  way,  the  causes  of 
this  immiscibility,  and  has  divided  his  readers  into  different 
classes,  according  to  their  greater  or  less  fitness  to  judge  of  the 
principles  of  his  philosophy.  He  has  applied  to  himself  a  line 
of  Ovid,  with  much  truth —  > 

*tJon  ego  cessavit  nee  fecit  inertia  serum. 

Without  entering  on  this  discussion,  we  shall  endeavour  to 
give  the  best  idea  we  can  of  the  system  so  often  mentioned,  as 
far  as  we  have  been  able  to  collect  it  from  his  letters,  and  from 
the  very  ingenious  tract,  Lucrece  Neutonien,  which  Mr  Prevost 
has  introduced  into  his  Appendix. 

The  object  of  this  system  was  to  explain  the  law  of  gravity, 
both  as  it  prevails  on  tne  earth  and  in  the  heavens,  by  the  princi 
pie  of  impulse.  The  causes  of  all  the  motions  we  perceive  in  the 
material  world,  may  be  reduced  to  three — Impulse,  Attraction, 
and  Repulsion.  Impulse  acts  by  contact  5  one  moving  body  com- 
municates motion  to  another  body ;  and  the  rule  by  which  this 
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change  is  produced,  is,  that  die  motion  communicated  in  any 
given  direction,  and  that  which  is  lost  in  the  same  direction,  are 

Erecisely  equal.  The  motions  that  we  ourselves  imprrft  on  the 
odies  around  us,  are  of  this  nature. 

Again,  when  a  stone  falls  to  the  ground,  or  when  iron  ap- 
proaches a  magnet,  motion  is  produced  without  contact;  both 
the  bodies  acquire  motions  which  are  equal,  but  in  opposite  di- 
rections. The  motions  ascribed  to  repulsion  are  of  the  same 
kind  with  these  last,  in  as  much  as  there  is  no  contact,  and  as 
the  motions  acquired  in  opposite  directions  are  equal*  The  only 
difference  is,  that  the  bodies,  instead  of  apprbaching,  recede 
from  one  another.  Whether  attraction  and  repulsion  may  not 
be  regarded  as  one  and  the  same  law,  acting  under  differ- 
ent circumstances,  we  do  not  at  present  inquire :  the  object  of 
Le  Sujic  was  to  reduce  them  both  to  impulse  ;  and,  could  this  be 
done,  it  would  no  doubt  be  a  great  advance  in  science,  and  we 
might  seem,  in  one  quarter  at  least,  to  have  pushed  our  research- 
es to  their  legitimate  and  proper  termination.  Our  idea  of  the 
communication  of  motion  by  impulse,  is  not  without  difficulty  ; 
but  it  is  clearer  and  more  familiar  to  us  than  any  other,  and  is 
that  with  which  the  mind  is  most  disposed  to  remain  satisfied. 

The  chrystalline  spheres  of  the  ancients  may  be  regarded  as 
the  first  attempt  to  explain  the  motion  of  the  heavenly  bodies  by 
impulse  5  the  vortices  of  Descartes  is  the  next ;  the  ether  of  New- 
ton is  the  third.  The  first  is  known  to  be  without  foundation  ; 
the  second  is  a  vague  and  gratuitous  supposition  \  and  the  third 
is,  at  best,  fat  from  being  satisfactory. 

Le  Sage  has  certainly  been  more  fortunate  than  any  of  his  pre- 
decessors ;  and  his  hypothesis  has  this  undoubted  superiority  a- 
bove  all  the  others  that  have  been  proposed  for  explaining  gravi- 
tation, that  it  assigns  a  satisfactory  reason  why  that  force  varies 
inversely  as  the  square  of  the  distance. 

Suppose  that,  through  any  one  point  of  space,  innumerable 
straight  lines  are  drawn  in  all  different  directions,  each  mak- 
ing a  very  small  angle  with  those  that  are  nearest  it  *,  and  let 
a  torrent  of  particles,  or  indivisible  atoms,  move  continually 
in  a  direction  parallel  to  each  of  these  lines,  the  section  of 
each  torrent,  in  a  transverse  direction  to  its  motion,  being  e- 
qual  to  the  section  of  the  sensible  world  in  the  same  direction. 
Thus,  there  will  be  an  indefinite  number  of  torrents  of  atoms 
intersecting  one  another  in  every  possible  direction,  much  like 
the  streams  of  light  which  issue  from  all  the  points  of  the  surface 
of  a  luminous  body.  The  analogy  between  the  emanation  of 
light  and  the  motion  of  those  corpuscles,  is  so  close,  that  an 
imagination  which  is  familiar  with  the  one,  will  not  experience 
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much  difficulty  in  becoming  familiar  with  the  other.  Like  light, 
also,  the  atoms,  of  which  these  torrents  are  composed,  must  be 
supposed  to  move  with  inconceivable  rapidity,  and  to  be  of  such 
extreme  minuteness,  that,  though  flowing  continually  in  all  di- 
rections, they  do  not  obstruct  or  interfere  with  the  motions  o£ 
one  another. 

If,  now,  it  be  supposed  that  these  atoms  are  unable  to  pene- 
trate the  solid  and  indivisible  particles  of  bodies,  and,  when 
they  enter  bodies,  can  only  pass  through  the  intervals  or  vacui- 
ties between  their  particles,  it  is  evident  that  they  must  strike 
against  those  particles,  and  must  therefore  communicate  a  cer- 
tain degree  of  motion  to  them,  or  to  the  bodies  of  which  they 
are  composed. 

If,  then,  there  were  but  a  single  body  in  the  universe,  with 
whatever  force  the  torrents  of  atoms  struck  against  its  particles* 
the  body  would  remain  at  rest,  the  impulses  in  opposite  direc- 
tions being  perfectly  equal.  But  if  there  be  two  bodies  5  then, 
since  each  q!  them,  by  intercepting  a  part  of  the  atoms  of  the 
torrents,  will  shelter  tne  other  from  the  action  of  so.  much  force, 
it  is  evident  that  the  bodies  will  be  both  impelled  toward  one  an- 
other, and  that  each  of  them  will  receive  fewer  shocks  on  the  side 
where  the  other  body  is,  than  on  the  opposite.  Further,  if  we 
suppose  the  bodies  spherical,  the  intensity  of  this  force,  ceteris 
paribus,  will  be  proportional  to  the  angular  space  included  within 
a  cone,  which  has  for  either  base  the  transverse  section  of  the 
bodies.  Now,  it  is  easy  to  prove  that  this  angular  space  is  pro- 
portional to  the  square  of  the  distance  of  the  bodies  inversely. 
Therefore,  the  force  with  which  the  bodies  will  be  urged  toward 
one  another,  will  be  inversely  as  the  aquare  of  the  distance,  which 
is  the  law  followed  hy  gravity. 

This  will  be  true  it  the  bodies  are  equal  in  quantity  of  matter/ 
so  as  to  intercept  equal  quantities  ot  the  atoms.  But  if  their 
quantities  of  matter  are  unequal,  then,  at  an  average  of  all  the 
chances,  each  will  intercept  a  number  of  particles  proportional  to 
its  quantity  of  matter,  and  soothe  forces  ^ith  which  the  bodies 
are  impelled  toward  one  another,  will  be  as  the  quantity  of  mat- 
ter directly,  and  the  square  of  the  distance  inversely.  This  is 
precisely  the  law  of  gravitation ;  and  the  particles  by  which  this 
effect  is  brought  about,  are  called  By  Le  Sage  the  gravific,  or 
the  ultramundane  atoms. 

This  hypothesis,  as  already  observed,  must  be  confessed  to 
have  done  wfcat  no  other  attempt  to  account  for  gravity  can  boast 
of,  that  is,  to  have  assigned  a  reason  why  that  force  is  inversely 
as  the  square  of  the  distance,  and  directly  as  the  quantity  of  mat-* 
*r.    It  hag,  then,  the  precision  which  belongs  to  truth,  and 
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which,  though  it  does  not  amount  to  a  proof  of  a  hypothesis 
where  it  is  found,  is  an  abundant  reason  for  rejecting  one,  where 
it  is  wanting. 

The  vortices  of  Descartes,  and  the  ether  of  Newton,  do  nei- 
ther of  them  give  any  reason  why  gravity  should  be  supposed  to 
obey  one  law  more  tnan  another ;  why  it  should  be  inversely  ai 
the  squares,  any  more  than,  the  cubes,  or  any  other  power,  nay, 
any  other  function,  of  the  distances.  The  extreme  vagueness 
of  such  hypotheses  is  an  unsurmountable  objection  to  them,  and, 
even  were  they  true,  it  renders  them  of  no  use  whatsoever. 
Concerning  a  cause  so  imperfectly  understood,  we  can  never  rea- 
son at  all ;  and  we  derive,  therefore,  no  advantage  from  knowing 
it  to  be  true.  The  knowledge  of  the  fact  without  the  cause  is 
just  as  valuable. 

The  above  is  the  outline  of  Le  Sage's  theory  ;  to  follow  it  into 
all  its  detail,  and  all  the  variety  of  its  applications,  is  a  task  for 
which  we  are  not  prepared,  and  one  quite  foreign  from  our  pur* 
pose.  It  is  enough,  if  we  can  in  any  degree  awaken  a  cu- 
riosity which  the  works  of  the  author  are  afterwards  to  gratify. 

Some  objections  to  this  theory  have  been  stated  in  the  Fetters 
that  Le  Sage  received  from  his  correspondents.  Boscovich,  whb 
had  a  system  concerning  the  different  forces  which  are  the  cause 
of  motion,  the  very  opposite  of  what  has  nbw  been  hid  down, 
one  in  which  all  contact  and  immediate  impulse  are  denied, 
could  not  possibly  admit  the  theory  of  gravific  atoms,  and  has 
stated  an  objection  to  it,  which  appears  to  us  of  considerable 
weight.  The  action  of  these  atoms  supposes  a  vast  superfluity  of 
matter,  and  an  infinity  of  corpuscles,  created,  each,  to  give,  at 
most,  only  a  single  blow,  and  many  of  them  never  to  have  any  ef- 
fect whatsoever.  An  immense  multitude  of  atoms,  thus  destined 
to  pursue  their  never  ending  journey  through  the  infinity  of 
space,  without  changing  their  direction,  or  returning  to  the  place 
from  which  they  came,  is  a  supposition  very  little  countenanced 
by  the  usual  economy  of  nature.  Whence  is  the  supply  of  these 
innumerable  torrents  ;  must  it  not  involve  a  perpetual  exertion  o£ 
creative  power,  infinite  both  in  extent  and  in  duration  ?  The  means 
here  employed  seem  greater  than  the  end,  great  as  it  is,  can 
justify  \  and  Le  Sage  mustAe  allowed,  if  his  system  is  rejected, 
to  have  had  the  merit  of  imagining  a  species  or  machinery  more 
powerful  and  extensive  than  even  the  preservation  of  the  universe 
can  be  supposed  to  require. 

Another  objection  which,  we  understand  from  the  author  him- 
self, had  been  made  to  his  hypothesis  is,  that,  were  it  true,  a 
body  enclosed  on  all  sides,  ought  to  gravitate  less  to  the  earth, 
than  if  it  were  in  the  open  air.    The  roof  or  vault  over  head, 
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would  of  course  diminish  the  action  of  the  gravific  atoms  that 
had  to  pass  through  it,  and  would  make  the  body  fall  to  the 
ground  with  less  velocity  than  it  would  have  done  in  the  open 
air.  To  this  it  was  easy  to  reply,  that  the  effect  here  stated  is 
real  on  every  supposition ;  but  is  so  small,  that  it  cannot  be  mea- 
sured in  our  experiments.  The  gravitation  of  a  heavy  body,  in  a 
room,  to  the  roof  above  it,  must,  on  the  common  hypothesis  of 
attraction,  diminish  Its  weight  just  as  much  as  it  would  be  dimi- 
nished by  the  roof's  obstructing  some  of  the  gravific  atoms.  In 
both  cases,  the  effect  would  be  precisely  the  same,  but  too  small 
to  make  any  sensible  dimuiufion  of  tne  gravitation  toward  the 
great  mass  of  the  earth. 

The  obstruction  which  the  gravific  atoms  would  give  to  the 
motion  of  bodies,  by  producing  a  kind  of  resisting  medium,  was 
also. objected  to  the  doctrine  of  Le  Sage.  This  mightjio  doubt  be 
answered,  by  alleging  that  the  same  effect  may  as  well  be  ascribed 
to  light,  which,  in  this  respect,  is  in  circumstances  very  similar 
to  the  gravific  atoms.  Indeed  the  analogy  between  those  atoms 
and  the  particles  of  light,  as  emitted  from  bodies,  affords  the 
means  of  refuting  the  greater  part  of  the  objections  alleged  against 
the  existence  of  the  former.  This,  however,  supposes  that  the 
phenomena  of  light  are  interpreted  in  the  Newtonian  manner,  or 
by  an  emanation  from  luminous  bodies.  If  light  is  considered  * 
as  an  elastic  fluid,  the  vibrations  of  whicji  communicate  to  the 
«ye  the  impressions  which  give  rise  to  vision,  the  analogy  referred 
to  has  no  place.  Accordingly  Euler,  in  his  letters  to  Le  Sage, 
observes,  that  this  analogy  had  no  weight  with  him,  as  he  did 
not  believe  in  the  emanation  of  light.  He  inclines  to  account 
for  gravity  from  the  pressure  of  a  subtle  matter  composing  a  vor- 
tex. He  is  not  very  explicit,  however,  and  has  left  us  much  in 
the  dark  as  to  his  opinions  on  this  subject.  His  letters  are,  ne- 
vertheless, very  interesting,  particularly  that  dated  from  Berlin, 
16th  April  1763. 

It  is  a  good  remark  of  Le  Sage,  speaking  of  the  analogy 
between  light  and  the  gravific  atoms,  that  if  all  bodies  were, 
transparent,  so  that  light  was  never  stopped  in  its  course,  it 
(light)  would  not  be  perceived  by  us,  nor  apprehended  to  ex- 
ist any  more  than  the  corpuscles  to  which  he  ascribes  the  cause 
of  gravity.  We  are,  in  truth,  indebted  to  darkness,  or  the  ab- 
sence of  light,  for  our  idea  of  the  latter,  as  a  separate  and  in- 
dependent substance.  Without  the  information  thus  afforded, 
we  might  be  induced  by  reasoning  to  believe  that  there  was  "some- 
thing necessary  to  vision,  Reside  the  eye  and  the  object  \  but  we 
would  have  no  proof  of  its  existence  from  immediate  perception, 
any  more  than  we  now  have  of  the  cause  of  gravitation. 
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Le  Sage  certainly  did  not  borrow  his  notions  concerning  ihii 
cause  of  gravity  from  any  one ;  but  he  was  not  the  first  to  whom 
such  notions  had  occurred.  Fatio  de  Duillier  had,  in  some  re- 
spects, anticipated  the  doctrine  of  gravific  atoms ;  at  least  he 
had  conceived  a  mechanical  explanation  of  gravitation,  which 
agreed  in  several  particulars  with  that  which  has  been  described 
{above. 

The  name  of  Fatio  is  well  known  to  those  who  have  studied 
fhe  controversy  between  Newton  and  Leibnitz.  He  was  a  ma- 
thematician 01  considerable  eminence,  though  noted  for  a  strange 
departure  from  the  character  of  a  philosopher,  by  joining  him- 
self to  a  set  of  fanatics,  who  carried  their  extravagance  so  far  as 
jseriou&ly  to  undertake  the  raising  of  the  dead,  Fatio,  however, 
never  published  any  thing  on  the  cause  of  gravitation  j  and  his 
treatise  on  it  remains  still  in  manuscript.  Mr  Le  Sage  was  first 
informed  of  this  in  the  year  1749  by  rrofessor  Cramer,  not  till 
after  his  essay  sur  Us  Forces  Mortes^  in  which  he  treated  of  this 
subject,  was  communicated  to  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Paris. 
Le  Sage  left  nothing  undone  to  rescue  the  work  of  Fatio  from 
oblivion,  taking  much  interest  in  the  fate  of  a  theory  founded  on 
the  same  principles  with  his  own,  and  invented  by  a  man  of 
acknowledged  ability.  Fatio  died  in  England  in  the  year  1753, 
in  "Worcestershire,  at  the  age  of  ninety.  His  manuscripts  had 
fallen  into  the  hands  of  his  neighbours,  and  of  the  people  with 
whom  he  lodged.  Some  friends  of  Le  Sage's,  in  London,  had 
the  good  fortune  to  procure  them  for  him.  He  soon  after  depo- 
sited them  in  the  library  at  Geneva,  where  they  still  remain. 

It  is  worth  observing,  that  this  theory  of  Fatio  must  have  been 
known  to  Newton,  with  whom  he  lived  in  friendship,  not  mere- 
ly from  a  resemblance  in  their  philosophic,  but  also,  as  has  been 
alleged,  from  an  agreement  in  their  religious  sentiments.  Yet  it 
is  no  where  hinted  at  by  Newton,  even  when  he  is  engaged  in 
inquiries  on  this  very  subject.  It  is  probable  that  he  did  not  ap- 
prove of  the  system  of  his  friend,  who  does  not  appear  to  have 
had  the  same  clear  views  of  the  matter  with  Le  Sage,  nor  to  have 
fcad  the  same  ingenuity  in  removing  the  objections  to  his  theory, 

A  prejudice  of  a  very  unphilosophic  nature,  has  lately  prevail- 
ed in  this  country,  against  attempts  of  the  kind  made  in  the 
writings  of  Le  Sage.  It  has  been  represented  as  impious,  and 
savouring  of  irrehgion,  to  offer  any  physical  or  mechanical  exr 
planation  of  the  force  of  gravity. 

1  This,  we  must  observe,  is  quite  a  new  doctrine.  Newton, 
who  was  a  man  of  true  and  sincere  piety,  thought  that  he  was 
doing  nothing  more  inconsistent  with  his  duty,  when  he  was 
jndeavouring  to  explain  the  kction  of  gravity  by  that  of  an  ethe- 
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rial  fluid,  than  when  he  demonstrated  that  the  planets  revolve 
in  ellipses,  and  describe  round  their  common  focus  areas  that 
are  proportional  to  the  time.  Dr  Clarke  was  of  the  same  o- 
pinion,  and  has  admitted,  that  a  mechanical  explanation  of  gra- 
vity would  be  of  great  importance  in  philosophy.  Such  an  at* 
tempt  is  undoubtedly  attended  with  difficulty  ;  and  perhaps  we 
are  destined  to  remain  for  ever  ignorant  of  the  cause  which 
produces  the  phenomena  of  attraction.  There  can,  however,  be 
no  impropriety  in  endeavouring,  •  while  there  appear  to  be  two 
kinds  of  causes  that  produce  motion,  to  try  to  reduce  them  to 
one-  If  this  is  maintained  to  be  impious,  it  must  be  on  the 
same  principle  that  Ana-tagoras  was  ch.irged  with  irreligion,  for 
affirming  that  the  planets  are  bodies  like  the  earth.  The  same 
mistaken  zeal  has  in  every  age  opposed  the  same  obstacles  to  the 
advancement  of  true  philosophy. 

We  had  almost  forgot  to  mention  the  particular  drift  of  Le 
Sage  in  the  tract  on  the  gravific  atoms,  which  he  calls  i//- 
crece  Neutonien.  He  endeavours  to  show,  that  Epicurus,  with 
a  little  attention  to  geometry,  and  the  possession  of  no  more  phy- 
sical knowledge  than  was  to  be  found  among  some  of  his  con- 
temporaries, might  have  been  led,  Ly  the  atomical  system,  to  the 
discovery  of  gravitation,  and  of  the  laws  of  the  planetary  motions. 
The  tract  is  very  ingenious  and  interesting. 

The  subject  of  Teleology,  or  the  doctrine  of  final  causes,  was 
one  which  occupied  the  thoughts  of  Le  Sage,  at  intervals,  during 
his  whole  life.  Of  his  speculations  on  this  subject,  we  are  pre- 
sented with  a  few  fragments,  that  are  in  no  small  degree  curious 
and  interesting.  The  publication  is  by  M.  Reverdil,  who  had 
assisted  in  die  composition  of  the  work,  and  to  whom  Le  Sage, 
in  his  will,  left  the  charge  of  this  manuscript.  About  the 
year  1740,  Le  Sage  formed  the  plan  of  a  Theory  of  the  Ends 
cf  Nature  and  of  Art.  Wolff,  who  at  that  time  taught  the  phi- 
losophy of  Leibnitz  in  Germany  with  great  reputation,  in  his 
treatise  on  logic,  recommended  the  theory  of  Ends  to  be  treated 
under  the  name  of  Teleology  j  and  this  term  was  adopted  by 
Le  Sage.  M.  Reverdil  informs  us,  that  Le  Sage  was  con- 
firmed in  his  design,  by  finding  that  some  men  of  great  cele- 
brity had  about  that  time  conspired  to  combat  the  doctrine  of 
final  causes ;  some  of  them  on  a  principle  of  universal  scepti- 
cism ;  others  to  give  weight  to  the  proofs  of  die  existence  of 
God  derived  from  other  sources ;  and  many,  struck  no  doubt 
with  the  weak  and  childish  arguments  that  had  been  often  main- 
tained on  this  subject.  Le  Sage  wished  to  oppose  all  these,  and 
in  particular  the  latter,  by  showing  tjiat  the  theory,  of  final  causes 
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was  not  necessarily  of  the  vague  and  unsatisfactory  nature  just 
alluded  to. 

«  The  greater  part  of  the  works,  *  fays  he,  «  that  have  made  their 
apj^arancc  on  this  fubje&,  contain  principles  fo  vague  and  unfupported* 
©bfervations  fo  puerile  and  detached,  and  reflexions  fo  common-place 
and  declamatory,  that  it  is  not  wonderful  if  they  produced  an  effect  the 
direct  oppofitc  of  that  which  was  intended.  A  theory  of  Ends,  or 
Final  Causes,  might  be  given,  exempt  from  thefe  great  defects  ;  em- 
bracing the  objects  both  of  nature  and  art ;  furnimmg,  firft,  rules  of 
fynthefis  for  the  compofition  of  a  work,  when  the  ends  and  means  were 
both  given  ;  and,  next,  rules  of  anatyfis  for  discovering  the  intention  of 
an  artift,  from  the  examination  Of  his  works. ' 

M.  Reverdil  has  given  us  only  a  few  fragments  from  the  trea- 
tise which  had  been  drawn  up  conformably  to  this  plan.  Those 
that  follow  will  show  in  what  manner  Le  Sage  had  endeavoured 
to  avoid  the  faults  which  he  has  reprobated  in  others. 

*  A  wife  caufe  muft  have  refpeft  to  the  fmalleft  degrees  of  good, 
becaufe,  if  they  are  not  infinitely  fmall,  the  amount  of  the  whole  may 
be  of  importance  ;  fo  that,  if  they  were  neglected,  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  evil  might  arife. 

'  There  is  nothing  incongruous,  therefore,  in  fuppofing  the  Divine 
Wifdom  exercifed  in  determining  the  curvature  of  the  wing  of  a  fcarav 
bacus,  or  in  planning  the  cells  of  a  bee-hive.  It  may  be  true,  that  it 
imports  little  to  the  univerfe,  whether  a  fcarabseus  fly,  with  more  or 
lefs  ea(e,  t>r  a  bee,  employ  its  wax  with  the  greateft  poflible  frugality. 
It  imports  much,  however,  to  the  fcarabaeus  or  the  bee,  and,  on  that 
account,  is  an  object  not  unworthy  of  the  attention  of  the  Creator. 
If  the  precifion  in  the  flrudure  of  the  wings  or  cells  of  thefe  infect* 
is  ufeful  for  any  purpofe,  however  fmall,  that  utility,  multiplied  by  the 
number  of  all  the  fcarabasi,  and  all  the  bees  which  have  been,  which  are, 
and  which  are- to  be,  may  become  of  a  confiderable  amount. 

*  When  the  execution  of  any  purpofe  gives  rife  to  inconvenience 
which  admits  of  remedy  ;  of  all  the  remedies  that  can  be  applied,  that 
is  the  beft  which  riles  out  of  the  evil  itfelf,  becaufe  it  is  always  at  hand 
whei.  wanted,  and  is  fure  to  poffefs  the  neceflary  ftrength.  Such  rc- 
mtihcs  are  fometimes  to  M  met  with  in  the  arts.  It  was  thus  that  a 
hint  of  Monfieur  the  Prince  of  Conti,  furnifhed  Reaumur  with  the 
means  of  admitting  the  necefiary  quantity  of  ah-  into  his  furnaces  for 
hatching  chickens,  by  making  the  heat  of  the  furnace  open  the  door 
of  a  regifter.  The  girdirbn  pendulum  of  Graham,  is  an  in  fiance  of  the 
fame  kind. 

*  In  nature,  the  contraction  and  dilatation  of  the  pupil  of  the  eye, 
it  a  moll  remarkable  initance  of  an  inconvenience  corrected  by  its  own 
operation. 

'  «  When  all  the  accidents  which  happen  to  a  work  derange  it ;  and 
when  all  thofe  that  can  happen  to  it  have  a  tendency  to  do  the 
w ^  feme, 
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fame,  that  work  is  the  beft  poflible.  For  it  is  evident,  that  it  either 
cannot  be  improved)  or  that  the  improvement  of  it  is  highly  impro- 
bable. 

'  '  When  all  the  good  of  a  fyftem  can  cafily  be  traced  to  general  prin- 
ciples ;  and  when  all  the  evils  appear  to  be  exceptions  clofely  connected 
with  fome  good,  the  excefs  being  evidently,  though  perhaps  but  in  a 
fmall  degree,  on  the  fide  of  good;  the  contriver  muft  be  regarded  as 
beneficent. 

*  Hypothetical  reafonings  (whether  concerning  final  or  efficient 
caufes)  are  fufceptible  of  the  high  eft  degree  of  evidence  when  two  con- 
ditions are  fulfilled ;  when  the  given  hypothefis  explains  many  pheno- 
mena, and  contradi&s  none ;  and  when  every  other  hypothefis  is  incon- 
tinent with  fome  of  the  phenomena. 

<  As  it  is  very  rare  that  one  is  able  to  reckon  up  all  the  bjpotbefet 
imaginable,  in  order  to  (hew  that  only  one  of  them  can  be  received, 
the  beft  pbilofophers,  and  the  mo  ft  fcrupulous,  have  contented  them- 
felves  with  lefs,  and  have  thought  it  fufficient  if  the  hypothefis  which 
they  adopt  explains  many  phenomena  with  precision.  The  more  nu- 
merous the  phenomena,  and  the  greater  the  degree  of  precifion,  with  the 
more  confidence  do  they  conclude,  that  no  other  fuppofition  will  ac- 
count for  the  appearances.  It  ia  on  fuch  a  foundation  as  this,  that  the 
theory  of  gravitation  is  eftablifhed.  * 

On  the  whole,  we  conceive  that  this  treatise  on  Teleology  is 
written  on  more  philosophical  principles  than  most  of  those  that 
have  appeared >  and  we  cannot  but  regret  that  it  has  not  been 
given  to  the  public  entire,  or  with  such  alterations  as  the  changes 
in  the  state  of  science  might  seem  to  require.  The  date  of  the 
MS.  is  1756,  and,  since  that  time,  the  discoveries  in  philosophy 
must  have,  no  doubt,  added  considerably  to  the  examples  that 
might  be  brought  to  illustrate  the  doctrine  of  final  causes ;  a  doc- 
trine which  we  cannot  help  thinking  might  be  so  treated,  as  to 
form  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  interesting  branches  of  hu- 
man knowledge.  Indeed,  we  should  be  glad  to  think  that  more 
of  the  works  of  our  learned  and  ingenious  author  were  destined 
to  see  the  light.  M.  Prevost,  who,  in  the  biographical  sketch 
before  us,  has  so  judiciously  consulted  the  reputation  of  his 
friend,  and  the  information  of  the  public,  has  it  still  in  his  power 
to  render  an  important  service  to  both. 
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Art.  XI.  Modern  Geography.  A  Descriptisn  of  the  Empires, 
Kingdoms^  States  and  Colonies,  with  the  Oceans,  Seas  and  Isles, 
in  all  parts  of  the  World,  including  the  most  recent  Discoveries 
and  Political  Alterations,  digested  on  a  New  Plan.  By  John 
Ptnkerton.  The  Astronomical  Introduction  by  the  Reverend 
S.  Vince,  A.  M.  F.  R.  S.  &c.  &c.  wtfli  numerous  Maps  re- 
vised by  the  Author.  To  the  whole  are  added  a  Catalogue  of 
the  best  Maps  and  Books  of  Travels  and  Voyages  iti  all  Lan- 
guages, and  an  ample  Index.  A  new  Edition,  greatly  enlarg- 
ed. 3  vol.  4to.  pp.  2800.  London,  Cadell  &  Co.,  Long- 
man &  Co.     1807. 

Tn  a  former  Number  of  this  Jourhal  *,  we  bestowed  tonsider- 
*  *  able  attention  upon  the  first  editidn  of  Mr  Pinkertfcn's  work. 
We  commended  him,  for  several  beneficial  changes  which  he  had 
introduced  into  the  manner  of  treating  the  subject ;  and  we  gave 
him  credit  for  a  great  degree  of  labour  in  the  collection  of  his  mate- 
rials. A3  the  new  edition  which  lies  before  us  has  been  increas- 
ed more  than  one  half  in  bulk,  and  is  presented  rather  as  a  new 
work,  than  a  republication,  we  are  caHed  upon  to  consider  in 
what  manner  the  alteration  has  teen  effected, — how  far  the  pur- 
chasers of  the  first  work  have  been  fairly  treated,— and  whether 
the  favourable  judgment  pronounced  on  that  edition  may  be  ex- 
tended to  the  one  now  offered  to  the  public. 

The  first  edition  was  ^iven  as  a  finished  work.  No  allusioa 
was  made  to  a  continuation.  It  pretended  to  be  such  a  system 
of  geography  as  the  existing  state  of  the  science  enabled  the  au- 
thor to  compile.  We  were  told  that  it  had  been  the  favourite  object 
of  his  study,  from  his  earliest  years,  and  that  it  was  accomplish- 
ed at  the  period  of  all  others  the  most  appropriate  for  giving  such 
a  present  to  the  world.  '  No  period  of  time '  (said  Mr  Pinker- 
ton  in  his  preface,  1st  edition)  *  could  be  more  favourable  to  the 
appearance  of  a  new  system  of  geography,  than  the  beginning  of 
a  new  century,  after  tne  elapse  of  the  eighteenth,  which  will  be 
memorable  in  all  ages  from  the  gigantic  progress  of  every  science, 
and  in  particular  of  geographical  information ;  nor  less  from  the 
surprising  changes  which  have  taken  place  in  most  countries  of 
Europe,  and  which,  of  themselves,  render  a  new  description  in- 
dispensable. Whole  kingdoms  have  been  annihilated ;  grand 
provinces  transferred ;  and  such  a  general  alteration  has  taken 
place  in  states  and  boundaries,  that  a  geographical  work,  pub- 
lished five  years  ago,  may  be  pronounced  to  be  already  antiquat- 
ed. 9 

♦  No.V.  Art.  VI. 
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ed.  • — c  After  a  general  war,  *  he  continues,  '  of  the  most  ev<  *nt- 
ful  description  5  after  revolutions  of  the  most  astonishing  natu  re  ; 
Europe,  at  length,  reposes  in  universal  peace.  The  new  d  ivi- 
sions  and  boundaries  no  longer  fluctuate  with  every  campai  gn, 
but  are  established  by  solemn  treaties  which  promise  to  be  d  ur- 
able,  as  at  no  former  period  has  war  appeared  more  sanguinary 
or  destructive,  and  at  the  same  time  more  fruitless,  even  to  I  the 
victors.  • 

It  soon  appeared,  however,  that  all  these  reasons  for  publis  h- 
ing  geography  in  1801,  were  susceptible  of  an  extended  applic  a- 
tion, — nay,  that  the  attempt  was  then  premature,  the  first  edi- 
tion incomplete,  and  the  true  epoch  for  unfolding  the  system, — i*ot 
during  the  permanent '  repose  '  secured  by  the  *  universal  peact : ' 
of  Amiens,  but  the  profound  tranquillity  of  the  present  day, — whe  n 
several  states  have  been  destroyed  and  others  created,  during  the 
printing  of  our  author's  volumes !  Accordingly,  the  prefatory 
advertisement  to  this  new  edition  begins  with  an  unmerciful  ab  - 
use  of  the  former  one,  '  in  which,  it  seems,  a  great  portion  of 
Asia,  and  the  whole  of  America  and  Africa,  had  been  treated 
with  such  brevity,  that  there  was  no  space  even  for  the  most  im- 
portant and  interesting  geographical  information, '  €  The  strik- 
ing brevity  and  deficiency '  of  half  the  second  volume,  we  are 
told,  had  been  '  perceived  at  home  and  abroad.  *  f  In  a  general, 
system  of  geography, '  Mr  Pinkerton  observes,  *  it  is  indispens- 
aole  that  there  be  a  narmony  of  the  parts  ;  and  the  author  must 
be  an  impartial  cosmopolite,  without  predilection  for  particular 
portions. '  Moreover,  *  after  long  reflection  and  experience,  the 
author  has  discovered,  that  an  exact  system  of  geography,  of 
whatever  size,  ought  to  be  divided  into  three  parts ; '  one  for 
Europe,  another  for  Asia,  because  it  *  teems  with  civilized  em- 

?>ires  and  states,  not  to  mention  its'  vast  extent ; '  and  he  has 
urther  discovered,  that  of  the  remaining  third  part,  f  two  thirds 
must  ever  be  allotted  to  America, '  and  one  to  Africa,  on  ac- 
count '  of  the  harmony  of  proportions,  importance,  and  mate- 
rials. '  For  all  which  reasons,  and  because  Mr  Pinkerton  had 
procured  some  Spanish  books,  and  because  a  few  new  volumes 
of  tracts  have  been  published,  the  two  volumes  of  the  first  edi- 
tion are  now  worked  up  into  three,  by  such  means  as  we  shall 
presently  describe.  The  additions  wnich  are  made,  in  order  to 
supply  tne  acknowledged  defects  of  the  first  edition,  are  so  incor- 
porated with  the  present,  that  they  cannot  be  procured  separately ; 
and  the  unlucky  purchasers  of  that  complete  system  have  now 
the  satisfaction  of  hearing  its  manifold  imperfections  proclaimed 
by  the  author  himself,  who  will  furnish  no  remedy  but  the  pur- 
chase of  this  '  new  work. '  He  adds,  however,  in  case  of  fur- 
ther 
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ther  alarms,  that  this  is  to  be  the  last  demand ;  but  the  only 
security  which  he  gives,  is  an  appeal  to  his  discovery  of  *  har- 
mony *  above  noticed.     It  would  be  impossible,  he  says,  to  add 
another  volume  without  destroying  c  this  harmony. '     He  boasts, 
therefore",  that  €  at  length  he  has  been  able  to -complete  his  fa- 
vourite plan  of  presenting  {o  the  public  a  system  of  modern  geo^ 
graphy,  duly  proportioned  in  all  its  parts,  and  such  as  to  offer 
harmony  and  uniformity  in  its  various  divisions  and  arrange- 
ments. '     We  shall  not  tire  our  readers  with  quoting  the  other 
praises  which  he  bestows  upon  himself,  and  quotes  from  others 
in  the  couwe  of  his  work.     We  shall  merely  proceed  to  justify 
ourselves  for  differing  very  widely  from  him  on  those  topics. 
Referring  to  the  former  article  for  an  account  of  his  plan,  the 
most  f  noble,  scientific  and  luminous,  of  any  before  projected, ' 
(vol.  I.  p.  2*2.)  we  shall  endeavour  to  shew   in  what  manner  the 
additions  now  made  have  been  executed ;  and  we  greatly  deceive 
ourselves,  if  our  readers  shall  not  agree  with  us,  before  the  close 
of  the  detail,  in  the  opinion,  that  these  additions,  where  they  are 
not  mere  insertions  of  other  mens  writings,  betray  unpardonable 
carelessness  and  ignorance,  augmenting  the  bulk,  and  not  the 
value  of  the  original  work.     In  order  to  illustrate  this  position, 
we  shall  consider,  successively,  the  principal  improvements   for 
which  Mr  Pinkerton  takes  credit.     The  additions  made  to  the 
geography  of  Asia  and  the  Asiatic  Islands,  of  Africa,  of  the  U- 
nited  States,  Spanish  America,  and  the  West  Indies,  are,  as  we 
have  already  observed*  the  bulk  of  the  new  matter  which  has 
swelled  the  book  to  its  present  size.     But  the  changes  which  have 
happened  in  Europe  since  1802  are  at  least  equally  important; 
and  we  shall  begin  by  examining  how  far  the  author  has  kept 
pace  with  these.     It  would  be  endless  to  point  out  the  mistakes 
into  which  he  has  fallen  in  the  first  volume,  devoted  to  European 
geography  €  according  to  the  harmony.  *    We  shall  therefore  take 
Germany  as  a  fair  specimen  of  the  rest.     No-country  abounds  so 
much  in  statistical  writers.     It  has  been  most  frequently  visited; 
by  Englishmen  during  the  late  wars.     Its  language  is  pretty  ge- 
nerally understood.     Its  importance  to  the  rest  of  the  world  ne- 
ver was  more  striking  than  in  these  times.     Our  author  had, 
therefore,  every  facility,  as  well  as  every  inducement,  for  exert- 
ing himself  to  exhibit  a  just  picture  of  the  German  states,  ac- 
cording to  their  appearances  after  the  treaty  of  Presburg.     Let 
us  see  how  he  has  succeeded. 

To  the  geography  of  the  Prussian  monarchy  in  its  zenith,  he 
has  allotted  no  more  than  twenty-three  pages  $  a  proportion  not 
too  scanty  for  the  dominions  which  now  remain  to  that  unfortu- 
nate power.     Yet  even  in  this  short  sketch  of  so  vast  a  subject, 
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the  number  of  his  inaccuracies  and  defects  is  altogether  unac- 
countable. By  following  him  through  these  with  some  minute- 
ness, we  shall  be  able  to  judge  of  his  claims  to  the  highest  rank 
among  laborious  and  skilful  compilers. 

The  extent  and  boundaries  of  the  country  are  given  in  a  most 
negligent  manner.  The  length  and  breadth  of  the  body  of  the 
state,  exclusive  of  detached  provinces,  are  first  noted ;  and  the 
boundaries  ar^  then  described  as  follows. 

*  On  the  eaft  and  fouth,  Pruflia  now  borders  on  the  dominions  of 
Rulfia  and  Auftria,  and  the  weftern  limits  adjoin  to  the  biflioprtck 
of  H3de(heim,  if  ambition  have  not  extended  them  (till  further.  9 
I.  404- 

Here  is  no  mention  of  Mecklenburg,  Pomerania,  and  the  Bal- 
tic on  the  north,  or  of  Saxony,  which  bounds  a  considerable  part? 
of  the  southern. frontier  j  and  foT  the  western  limit  of  a  country 
which  extends  over  more  than  four  degrees  of  latitude,  we  are  re- 
ferred to  a  line  of  .about  eleven  miles  in  length,  (  if  ambition 
have  not  already  extended  it  further. '  That  the  treaty  of  in- 
demnities did  extend  it  further,  above  four  years  ago,  appears  in 
a  supplementary  note,  attached,  not  to  this  article,  but  to  the  de- 
scription of  the  German  states.  But  even  in  this  misplaced  sup- 
plement, the  changes  effected  by  the  treaty  on  the  Prussian  li- 
mits are  most  imperfectly  stated.  Of  the  acquisitions  made  by 
Prussia,  Hildesheim,  Paderborn  and  Munster  only  are  named  j 
Erfurt,  Blankenhayn,  Untergleichen,  Eichsfeld,  Muhlhausen, 
Nordhausen,  QuedHnburg,  Essen,  Werden,  Elten,  and  Ihrford, 
are  omitted.  Nor  is  any  mention  made  of  Cleves,  Gelders,  and 
Moers,  which  were  ceded  by  her;  or  of  the  mutual  cessions 
which  took  place  between  Bavaria  and  her  in  180$. 

The  passage  above  extracted  is  immediately  followed  by  a  state- 
ment of  the  population,  in  which  the  extent  of  the  country,  the 
subject  in  hand,  occurs  incidentally.  (  Before  the  recent  acqui- 
sitions in  Poland,  the  number  of  Prussian  subjects  was  only  com- 
puted at  5,621,500,  in  a  total  extent  of  56,414  square  miles,  that 
is,  about  99  .to!,  the  square  mile.  At  present,  they  probably  a- 
mount  to  about  eight  millions,  including  the  Margraviate  of  An- 
spach  and  Bareuth,  computed  at  400,000,  and  the  last  acquisi- 
tions in  Poland  estimated  at  2,100,000  inhabitants. '  A  note, 
however,  is  subjoined,  stating  that  Prussia  has  recently  ceded  the 
Margraviate,  together  with  Neufchatel  and  Wallengin,  c  to  the 
"French  arrangements  in  Germany. ' 

Now,  the  siim  of  what  we  learn  from  all  this,  respecting  the 
actual  extent  of  Prussia,  proves  to  be,  that  it  is  a  country  com- 
posed of'  many  contiguous  provinces,  and  of  some  detached  pie- 
*ces  of  tettiroty  f 'but  the  proportion  of  the  mass  to  these  parcels 
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is  r  tot  stated  ;  that  the  greatest  length  and  breadth  of  die  former 
is  s  o  and  so,  from  which  no  conjecture  can  be  formed  of  its  mag- 
nit  ade,  and  still  less  of  the  size  of  the  detached  parts,  which 
fov  m,  however,  more  than  a  tenth  of  the  body  of  the  state.  * 
TV<  i  learn,  moreover,  that  there  was  a  time  when  its  territory 
am  ounted  to  56,414  square  miles  ;  that  since  that  time  it  has  ac- 
qir  ired  certain  provinces,  some  of  which  have  been  ceded  again  j 
bu  t  no  other  measure  is  given  of  their  magnitude,  than  the  num- 
be  f  of  inhabitants  which  they  contain ;  and  if,  by  dividing  this 
nu  anber  by  99,  (the  average  number  upon  a  square  mile  in  th£ 
re  K  of  the  kingdom),  we  attempt  to  estimate  tne  extent  of  the 
nr  rw  acquisitions,  we  shall  be  led  into  an  error  of  nearly  one  thiri 
ot:  the  whole,  f  Such  and  so  enlarged  are  Mr  Pinkerton's  ta- 
le snts  for  statistical  inauiries. 

The  historical  epochs  are  necessarily  complex,  and  the  earlier 
coies  not  very  interesting.  But  an  event  of  such  importance  as 
t  he  partition  of  Poland,  should  not  have  been  omitted  in  notic- 
uig  the  reign  of  Frederic  II.  There  is  an  inaccuracy,  too,  in 
•  calling  the  prince  who  began  his  reign  in  1713,  Frederic  Wil- 
liam II.  He  was  the  first  king  of  that  name ;  for  his  father, 
though  the  third  elector  of  the  name  of  Frederic,  was  the  first 
.monarch,  and  is  accordingly  styled  invariably  Frederic  L  In  a 
work  of  less  overbearing  pretentions  than  the  present,  such  things 
would  signify  comparatively  little.  But  a  few  mistakes  of  this 
sort  will  greatly  damage  its  reputation  among  the  elaborate  men 
of  Germany,  whose  unseemly  volumes  it  is  intended  to  sup- 
plant. 

We  come  next  to  the  chapter  upon  political  geography^  which 
begins  with  f  religion. '  (  The  ruling  religion  of  Prussia, '  says 
JVlr  Pinkerton,  '  is  the  Protestant,  under  its  two  chief  divisions 
of  Lutheran  and  Calvinistic.  But  after  the  recent  acquisitions 
in  Poland,  it  would  seem  that  the  greater  number  of  the  inhabi- 
tants must  be  Roman  Catholic. '  Seem  is  a  favourite  word  with 
Mr  Pinkerton,  and  he  may  fancy  that  it  has  its  convenience.  Hp 
is  mistaken,  however,  if  he  expects  such  a  veil  to  keep  a  cu»- 
ning  reader  from  guessing  at  the  real  dimensions  of  his  informa- 
tion.    A  little  inquiry  would  have  enabled  him  to  tell  us  what 

die 

*  Krug  eftimates  the  fuperiicial  extent  of  the  contiguous  provinces 
at  8o,8oc  fquare  miles,  and  that  of  the  detached  territories  at  8t$oo.-r~ 
{Abrifs  dcr  Neupn  Statiflic  des  Preupt-Staats.      1805.) 

t  Haflel  gives  the  extent  of  the  ^ruffian  acquiiitions  in  Poland,  1793 
and  1795,  at  31,824  fquare  miles.  Computing  from  Mr  Pinkerton's 
data,  we  Aiould  make  them  only  21,212.— [Stat jfljfifftr  tffrerfip 
1805.) 
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the  proportion  in  question  really  is  >  or,  at  least,  what  it  is  calr 
culated  to  be  by  Prussian  writers.  Hassel  reckons  that  of  a  po- 
pulation of  9,856,0QOpersons,  5, 1 87,900  are  Protestants,  4,35,2,000 
Roman  Catholics,  the  remaining  316,100  being  Jews,  Greeks, 
£cc.  And  Krug,  who  computes  the  population  at  9,700,000, 
reckons  4,8.00,000  Lutherans  alone  ;  so  that  the  Protestants  seem 
to  be  considerably  more  numerous,  not  only  than  the  Cathplics, 
but  than  ail  the  other  sects  put  together. 

As  under  the  title  of  '  Extent*  we  were  referred  to  tfce  po- 
pulation of  the  country  j  so,  upon  the  subject  of  its  population 
we  are  now  referred  back  again  to  its  extent.  *  Before  {he  ac- 
quisitions in  Poland,  this  kingdon>  was  supposed  to  contain  only 
about  five  millions  and  a  half  of  inhabitants,  including  one  mil- 
lion and  a  half  in  Silesia.  But  the  late  great  acquisition  in  Po- 
land has  greatly  enlarged  the  number  of  inhabitants,  which  may 
be  about  eighty  to  the  square  mile. '  But  as  we  are  not  inform- 
ed of  how  many  square  miles  this  acquisition  consisted,  the  aver- 
age of  eighty  to  the  square  mile  is  of  little  service  in  computing  , 
the  aggregate  population ;  an4  we  are  indebted  to  a  note  which 
refers  us  to  another  note,  for  an  estimate  of  what  the  population 
was  in  1801.  In  the  two  following  years,  Prussia  gained,  by 
different  territorial  arrangements,  4(00,000  subjects;  and  this 
augmentation,  together  with  other  causes,  has  so  increased  the 
number  of  inhabitants  since  1801,  that  the  same  author,  who  is 
cited  by  Mr  Pinjcerfon  as  in  that  year  computing  them  a£ 
8,021,149,  reckoned  them  at  9,500,000  in  1804.— (See  Hoeck'* 
Appendix.)     Hassel  gives  9,856,000,  and  Krujr  9,700,000. 

The  above  mentioned  note  differs  also  from  the  text,  to  a  con- 
siderable amount,  in  the  statement  of  the  Prussian  army.  Upon 
points  which  are  so  variable,  it  must  often  happen  that  an  author, 
anxious  to  furnish  the  latest  infqrmation,  will  be  compelled  to 
correct  in  a  note,  errors  discovered  too  late  for  the  alteration  of 
the  text.  But  this  excuse  cannot  apply  to  corrections  drayfn. 
from  documents  published  five  years  ago. 

This  objection  is  applicable  to  almost  every  part  of  the  present 
Work,  where.attempts  are  made  to  follow  the  changes  which  t/ac 
subject  has  undergone.  In  those  cases,  the  old  statement  is  re- 
tained \  sometimes  a  note  is  inserted  in  the  same  page,  alluding 
to  a  change  having  happened ;  and  sometimes  we  have  to  correct 
the  passage  by  another  note  in  a  supplement,  or  under  a  d  lifer- 
ent head  altogether.  But  to  go  on  with  the  specimen  of  sta  tistics 
now  under  examination. 

The  article  on  the  Prussian  revenues  begins  thus.  (  Before 
the  additions  of  Polish  territory,  the  revenue  was  estimated  at 
9,880,0001.  Sterling  ;'  and,  after  enumerating  some  head  s  of  ex- 
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penditure,  Mr  Pinkerton  proceeds  to  say,  that c  tne  entire  reve- 
nue of  Poland  was  not  computed  to  exceed  439,54-61.  Sterling, 
If  we  even  suppose  half  of  this  added  to  the  Prussian  revenue, 
the  result  would  not  be  important,  *  &c.  This  unfortunate  par- 
tition of  Poland  is  a  constant  source  of  doubt  and  perplexity  to 
Mr  Pinkerton ;  and  when  he  applies  to  Hoeck  for  more  recent 
information,  he  finds  him  computing  the  revenues  c  sometimes 
in  dollars,  sometimes  in  florins,  and  in  such  minute  subdivisions, 
that  the  calculation  would  be  very  laborious. '  He  therefore  lays 
him  aside,  and  has  recourse  to  '  the  intelligent  author  of  Li 
Prusse  &  sa  Neutrality  who  puts  the  revenue  at  above  five  * 
millions  Sterling.  *  Now,  the  difference  between  this  sum  and 
the  calculation  made  above,  which  would*  amount  only  to 
4,099,7731.,  is  so  very  considerable,  that  it*is  surprising  he  was 
not  led  to  inquire  whether  any  other  event  had  occurred  since 
this  partition  of  Poland,  which  could  so  materially  affect  the 
Prussian  revenue.  He  might  then  have  learnt,  that  other  pro- 
vinces have  in  the  mean  time  been  acquired,  the  amount  of 
whose"  revenue  equals  that  of  the  new  Polish  provinces.  He 
seems  indeed  to  have  been  aware,  that  the  entire  revenue  of  Po- 
land, that  is  to  say,  its  revenue  under  a  different  form  of  govern- 
ment, and  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  might  be  an  imperfect 
criterion  of  its  present  value. 

It  might  give  some  relief  to  this  tedious  detail  of  mistated  facts, 
to  examine  a  little  the  consistency  of  the  speculations  which  are 
offered  under  the  title  of  *  political  importance  and  relations.  * 
Five  years  ago,  the  arms  and  influence  of  Russia  were  our  au- 
thor's great  terror ;  but  he  is  now  so  alarmed  from  the  other 
side,  that,  jn  addition  to  a  strict  alliance  with  Denmark  and 
Sweden,  he  would  put  Prussia  in  possession  of  Hanover,  of  att 
the  north  of  Germany,  of  the  whole  dominions  formerly  belong- 
ing to  Poland,  and  of  Holland  as  far  as  the  Rhine,  to  enable  her 
to  oppose  the  preponderance  of  France.  But  as  these  are  points, 
for  the  discussion  of  which  we  never  thought  Mr  Pinkerton  pe- 
culiarly qualified,  we  shall  pass  them  over,  and  continue  our  in- 
quiry into  those  which  are  more  open  to  the  efforts  of  that  habit 
of  laborious  investigation  for  which  we  had  given  him  credit.  * 

In 


*  Hoeck,  in  an  appendix  to  that  work,  where  the  calculations  of 
dollar*  and  florins  were  fo  inconvenient  to  Mr  Pinkerton,  reckons  the 
revenue  at  36,000,000  dollars,  or  about  6»ooo,ocol.  Sterling.  And 
Haflel,  who  quotes  him  and  many  other  writers  upon  the  fubjeft,  com^ 
putes  it  at  from  ;8  to  40,000,000  dollars,  or  about  fix  millions  and  a 
half.— {Statiftifcixr  Unvnfs,  1805.)         -     -     .  * 
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In  the  literary  history  of  Prussia,  the  name  of  Leibnitz,  under 
whose  auspices  the  Academy  of  Sciences  at  Berlin  was  first  esta- 
blished, ought  to  have  found  a  place  •,  as  well  as  that  of  Wolff, 
who,  besides  the  persecutions  which  he  underwent,  and  the  dis- 
tinctions which  he  afterwards  obtained  in  the  University  of  Halle, 
has  the  additional  claim  of  having  }>een  born  in  what  is  now  a 
Prussian  province :  those  of  Humboldt,  Klaproth  and  others, 
might  also  have  been  added  to  the  list  of  men  of  genius  and 
^earning. 

In  the  account  of  the  universities,  the  principal  ones  #  Halle 
an,d  Erlangen  are  omitted  5  and  Posen,  which  is  mentioned  as  a 
university,  is  only  a  royal  school.  That  of  Frankfort  on  the 
Oder  is  attributed,  by  the  author  of  the  Memoirs  of  the  House  of 
Brandenburg,  to  John  Cicero,  the  father  of  the  prince  whom 
Mr  Pinkerton  names  as  its  founder. 

The  rapid  increase  of  population  in  the  Prussian  dominions, 
must  have  rendered  the  account,  which  was  before  given,  of  the 
number  of  inhabitants  of  the  principal  towns,  very  inaccurate ; 
and,  accordingly,  we  find  very  considerable  differences  between 
Mr  Pinkerton's  estimates  and  those  of  the  later  German  authors ) 
a  comparative  statement  of  some  of  which  is  given  below,  f  The 
assertion,  that,  excepting  Breslaw,  there  are  only  three  towns  in 
Silesia  which  contain  more  than  6000  inhabitants,  is  contradicted 
by  Hassel,  who  enumerates  eight  others  whose  population  ex- 
ceeds that  number.  There  are  likewise  five  other  towns  besides 
Warsaw,  in  South  Prussia  alone,  which  contain,  according  to 
Hassel,  above  6000  persons,  though  Mr  Pinkerton  asserts,  that 

no. 


#  The  number  of  ftudcnts  in  the  principal  univerfities  are  given  by 
HafTel,  in  1805,  as  follows.  Halle,  in  1802,  634;  Erlangen,  1801* 
300;  Konigfberg,  1802,  300;  Frankfort  (no  date)  180* 


According  to  Mr  P. 

Nafei. 

Krug. 

Berjin  -     -       142,099 
Brvflaw      -         52,000 
Warfaw     -         66,572 
Duntzick  -         36,000 
Magdeburg         26,000 

1803     153,128 
•  803       60,950 
1801      *>3>353 
1 80 1       46,213 
1798       30,611 

1803    153,000 
1803      60,000 

1803      64,000 
1802      47,000 
1802      32,000 

rfhe  numbers  which  Mr  Pinkerton  reckons  for  Berlin,  are  taken 
from  the  tables  of  1798,  when,  upon  an  average  taken  from  the  two 
preceding  years,  the  number  of  inhabitants  was  increafmg  at  the  rate  of 
3726  yearly. 
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no  other  of  die  towns  recently  acquired  in  Poland  even  equal 
this  population. 

The  inland  navigation  is  spoken  of  more  contemptuously  than 
it  deserves.  The  most  important  canals,  indeed,  are  not  remarkable 
for  their  extent \  but,  by  joining  the  Elbe,  the  Oder  and  the  Vis- 
tula, they  form  an  uninterrupted  line  of  navigation  of  six  or  seven 
hundred  miles  in  length ;  and  the  traffic  upon  them,  though  a 
good  deal  fettered  by  the  difference  of  duties  in  different  pro- 
vinces, by  extravagant  tolls  and  other  impediments,  is  neverthe- 
less very  considerable. 

The  subjects  treated  of  in  the  fourth  chapter,  under  the  title  of 
Natural  Geography,  not  being  of  a  variable  nature,  no  great  al- 
terations are  to  be  looked  for  in  this  part  of  the  work.  But  Mr 
Pinkerton  has  overlooked  one  of  the  principal  mineral  produc- 
tions, that  of  salt,  which  is  calculated  to  bring  in  to  the  state 
above  300,0001.  yearly.  The  salt  springs  at  Halle  dre  said  to  be 
the  most  productive  in  the  known  world,  and,  on  this  account 
alone,  deserved  to  have  been  particularly  mentioned. 

It  would  be  tedious,  as  well  as  unnecessary,  to  bestow  as  much 
time  upon  the  other  states  of  Germany  as  has  been  done  upon 
Prussia.  No  fairer  specimen  could  have  been  selected,  as  no 
part  of  that  book-making  country  is  more  fertile  in  sources  of 
information  upon  the  subjects  which  we  have  been  examining ; 
and  without  having  to  boast,  like  Mr  Pinkerton,  of  *  communi- 
cations from  many  diplomatic  men,  and  men  of  science  of  all 
countries, '  we  have  only  applied  to  printed  books,  open  to  any 
one  who  would  take  the  pains  of  looking  at  them.  The  few  ob- 
servations to  which  we  must  confine  ourselves,  in  turning  over 
the  pages  relative  to  Austria  and  the  other  parts  of  Germany, 
Will  be  founded  upon  documents  equally  accessible  to  all. 

After  giving  Boetticher's  statement  of  the  number  of  inhabi- 
tants on  a  square  mile  in  the  Austrian  dominions,  Mr  Pinkerton 
adds,  '  But  since  he  wrote,  the  Netherlands,  a  populous  region, 
seem  to  be  withdrawn  from  the  House  of  Austria. '  (I.  360.) 
Has  Mr  Pinkerton,  who  pretends  to  give,  in  the  same  page,  the 
stipulations  of  the  treaty  of  Presburg,  as  far  as  they  affect  the 
House  of  Austria,  not  yet  ascertained  whether  that  House  is 
actually  mistress  of  the  Netherlands  or  not  ? 

Again,  if  Boetticher,  or  even  Hoeck's  work  of  1801,  are  his 
latest  authorities,  all  the  estimates  contained  in  his  two  first 
chapters  upon  historical  and  political  geography,  must  now  be 
nearly  useless  ;  for  although,  from  subsequent  treaties,  he  may 
furnish  us  with  the  names  of  many  of  the  territories  ceded  or 
exchanged  since  that  time,  he  cannot  attempt  to  state  either 
thair  population  or  revenue.     We  shall  therefore  pass  over 
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these  pages,  and  only  notice  a  whimsical  circumstance  which  oc- 
curs in  p.  362.  Mention  is  there  made  of  the  €  map  of  Hungary 
by  the  Artarian  Society '  at  Vienna.  Having  never  had  the  ad- 
vantage of  hearing  of  this  learned  body,  we  were  a  good  deal  at 
a  loss,  till  we  discovered  that  Messrs  Artaria  &  Co.  are  map  and 
print-sellers  in  Vienna  ;  and  concluded,  that  Mr  Pinkerton,  who, 
in  another  place,  exults  greatly,  because,  €  on  the  Continent, 
▼enders  of  maps, are  not  styled  geographers,'  has  here  inadver- 
tently erected  a. firm  of  them  into  a  society. 

Nothing  ban  be  more  imperfect  than  his  account  of  those  parts 
of  the  German  empire  the  situation  of  which  has  been  altered  by 
the  late  treaties.  The  changes  are  neither  fully  admitted  into  the 
text,  nor  yet  entirely  confined  to  the  supplement :  so  that  the 
whole  presents  a  confused  medley  of  the  past  and  the  present 
state  of  those  countries,  without  giving  us  any  accurate  idea  of 
either*  Thus  Manheim  and  Heidelberg,  are  mentioned  amongst 
the  towns  belonging  to  the  electorate  of  Bayaria,  though  Baden, 
to  which  they  were  ceded  when  that  principality  was  raised  to 
the  electoral  dignity,  is  mentioned  as  an  electorate.  In  the  ac- 
count of  Hanover,  the  bishopric  of  Hildesheim  is  said  to  be  in  the 
possession  of  its  own  bishop,  though,  at  the  Conclusion  of  the  same 
chapter,  it  is  placed  among  those  which  have  been  secularized. 
In  speaking  of  Saxony,  the  singularity,  of  the  people  and  the 
court  having  different  religions,  should  not  have  been  passed 
over.  Under  the  title  of  Mecklenburg,  we  find  a  strange  blun- 
der. It  is  said  to  be  '  divided  into  two  parts,  known  by  the  ad- 
ditions of  *  Schwerin  and  Gu6tro '  (Gustrow).  If  this  latter 
division  is  to  be  mentioned  at  all,  then  Mecklenburg  must  be 
stated  to  consist  of  three,  and  not  of  two  parts,  viz.  Schwerin, 
Gtistrow  and  Strelitz.  But  die  truth  is,  that  only  those  of 
Schwerin  and  Strelitz  are  preserved,  the  dutchy  of  Mecklenburg 
Gustrow  having  fallen  to  the  House  of  Schwerin,  become  incor- 
porated with  it,  and  lost  its  distinctive  name.  In  like  manner 
Wismar,  which  was  purchased  from  the  King  of  Sweden,  and  now 
belongs  to  this  branch  of  the  House  of  Mecklenburg,  is  omitted 
in  its  proper  place,  and  ranked  among  the  King  of  Sweden's 
German  possessions. 

Before  leaving  this  part  of  the  subject,  we  shall  notice  Mr 
Pinkerton's  inaccuracy  in  matters  where  still  less  exertion  is  ne- 
cessary in  order  to  be  right.  He  is  beyond  all  belief  Careless, 
even  in  copying  over  numbers  ;  witness  his  abstract  of  the  popu- 
lation tables  of  England  and  Wales  (I.  23.),  where  the  popula- 
tion of  the  West  Riding  (563,953)  is  set  down  for  the  population 
of  all  Yorkshire,  instead  of  858,892  ;  the  inhabitants  of  Hereford- 
shire are  stated  at  81,191,  instead  of  89,191  j  those  of  Breck- 
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nockshire  at  S3,6SS,  instead  of  S  1,633.  In  p.  55,  also,  the 
number  of  females  is  given  at  4,433,490,  instead  of  4,348,499  \ 
and  the  total  of  the  inhabitants  at  9,343,178  instead  of  9,343,578. 
Errors  of  no  great  importance  in  themselTes,  but  indicatire  of 
unbecoming  carelessness  in  one  who  freely  confesses  his  supe- 
riority over  all  his  fellow  labourers,  and  whose  fame  must  rest 
on  his  close  attention  to  many  little  things. 

We  are  now  to  look  at  another  department  of  the  improve- 
ments which  this  republication  presents,  and  are  to  see  how  the 
defects  in  the  former  edition  have  been  supplied.  This  has  evi- 
dently been  accomplished  in  two  ways  : — when  the  subject,  be- 
fore left  out,  could  be  found  ready  treated  in  an  English  book, 
a  due  portion  of  this  book  was  just  printed  into  Mr  Pinkerton's 
volumes  : — when  the  book  did  not  happen  to  be  in  EngKsh,  about 
as  much  pains  was  bestowed  in  extracting  a  sufficient  quantity 
of  the  contents,  and  putting  it  into  paragraphs,  as  might  have 
enabled  Mr  Pinkerton  to  translate  the  requisite  portion.  The 
success  with  which  each  of  these  most  laborious  efforts  of  the  mind 
has  been  accomplished,  can  only  be  estimated  by  a  number  of 
examples  \  and,  first,  let  us  attend  to  the  method  of  reprinting, 
so  happily  practised  by  our  author,  and  alluded  to,  we  should 
imagine,  in  the  words  '  long,  sedulous  and  painful  researches. ' 

(Lxx) 

The  first  edition  was  peculiarly  deficient  in  its  account  of  those 

new  quarters  of  the  world  which  Mr  Pinkerton,  after  the  Presi- 
dent De  Brosses,  calls  Australasia  and  Polynesia.  Accordingly, 
in  the  present  edition,  a  space  of  eighty  pages  is  allotted  to 
Australasia.  After  the  short  general  description  of  New  Hol- 
land, objected  to  as  defective,  our  author  finds,  that,  as  the  sub- 
ject is  very  interesting,  and  as  Mr  Collins  has  treated  it  fully, 

*  the  reader  may  not  be  displeased  with  his  details, f — '  more 
especially  as  they  are  very  striking  to  the  philosophical  reader.  * 
Whereupon,  above  thirty  whole  pages  are  printed  over  from  the 
work  of  €  that  intelligent  writer ; '  and  an  apology  is  added,  not  for 
the  extent  of  the  excerpt,  but  for  the  length  at  which  the  sub- 
ject has  been  treated.  The  reason  it  seems  is,  that,  *  in  the 
year  1900  or  2000,  New  Holland  (or  Notasia,  as  he  will  have  us 
call  it)  may  require  a  large  volume  of  '  Geography  from  a  learned 
and  precise  pen. '  He  tnen  comes  to  New  Guinea  ;  and,  after  a 
little  more  extract,  says,  '  Here  follows  Valentyne's  account  of 
the  birds  of  paradise ; '  accordingly  it  does  follow, — and  through 
more  than  eight  pages.     He  now  breaks  off  the  excerpt  to  say, 

*  The  same  voyager  gives  the  following  account  of  the  natives  ; ' 
so  his  account  of  the  natives  follows.  But  Mr  Walckenaer's  notes 
to  his  French  translation  of  the  first  edition,  are  c  excellent  good : ' 

He 
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He  is  likewise  '  a  man  of  property  and  information,  far  superior 
to  the  usual  pretensions  of  translators, '  (I.  xvii.) ;  therefore  he 
id  made  to  club  his  share  like  other  people.  Then  Mr  Collins  is 
so  intelligent  and  so  recent,  that  he  must  not  be  let  off  for  the 
thirty  pages  on  Notasia.  *  He  gives  the  following  account  of 
discoveries  in  the  south  of  Van  Dieman's  Land. '  In  fine,  by . 
the  contributions  of  all  these  writers,  Mr  Pinkerton  has  inserted 
about  fifty-five  pages  into  the  eighty,  which  *  just  proportion 
and  harmony  of  parts '  has  required  him  to  set  apart  for  Austra- 
lasia. 

Polynesia  is  treated  of  in  10$  pages.  In  discoursing  of  the 
Pellew  Islands,  we  have,  first,  a  detail  in  Mr  Pinkerton's  own 
words  (II.  668.) ;  but  that  not  being  long  enough,  a  long  passage 
from  Keate  is  inserted,  comprehending,  among  others,  the  very 
points  which  Mr  Pinkerton  had  gone  over  in  the  preceding  pages. 
The  voyage  of  Cantova,  in  the  Histure  Generate ,  i  retains  its 
merit ;  *  and  the  Carolines  are  therefore  described  by  extracts 
from  that  collection.  Mr  Pinkerton's  work  has  been  blamed  for 
not  giving  sufficient  descriptions  of  manners  5  therefore,  stvaity 
pages  are  taken  at  once  from  the  missionary  voyage ;  so,  ;ibout 
eighty  pages,  in  105,  devoted  to  Polynesia,  are  fairly  reprinted 
from  those  excellent  authors. 

Under  the  head  of  the  Asiatic  Islands,  we  meet  with  more  ex- 
amples of  the  same  method  of  *  writing.  '  After  giving  a  short 
account  of  Sumatra,  in  his  own  language,  our  author  remarks 
(IL  526.),  that  Mr  Marsden's  large  and  interesting  work  enabled 
him  to  give  those  details  j  but  *  that  the  account  of  the  other 
islands  must  be  more  restricted. '  Instead  of  this,  the  account 
of  the  two  islands  which  follow,  viz.  Java  and  Borneo,  is  much 
more  extensive ;  being  reprinted  from  the  voyages  of  Barrow, 
Valentyne,  and  Thuuberg,  with  scarcely  a  paragraph  of  Mr  Pin- 
kerton'* own. 

North  America,  and  the  West  Indies,  are  treated  of  in  the 
same  manner.  The  state  of  religion  in  the  United  States  *  m.»y 
prove  extremely  interesting  to  many  readers ; '  and  Dr  Morse's 
account  of  it '  is  very  particular  and  instructive  : '  and  *  because 
the  sentiments  of  an  American,  on  a  subject  of  such  delicacy, 
have  a  claim  to  superior  attention, '  therefore,  twenty-six  pages 
are  faken  from  his  book,  including  a  good  deal  of  what  he  has 
himself  taken  in  the  same  way  from  other  writers.  Almost  the 
whole  of  the  article  on  Canada  is  copied  over  from  Boulton  and 
Weld.  Then  comes  Halifax.  But  *  the  late  excellent  Mr  Pen- 
nant has  given  a  capital  sketch  of  arctic  geogtaphy  in  general $ 
and,  as  the  work  has  become  rare,  the  following  extract  may  not 
be  unacceptable. '  (III.  312.)    So  Halifax  is  discussed,  and  makes 
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way  for  Newfoundland.  But  it  is  discovered  again,  that '  Mi 
Pennant,  in  his  valuable  work,  entitled,  Arctic  Zoology,  girc 
the  following  account  of  the  fisheries. '  (317-X  After  one  pap 
devoted  according  to  the  preestablished  *  harmony '  to  the  Ber- 
mudas, we  reach  Greenland.  Once  more, c  a  celebrated  natural- 
ist (Mr  Pennant  still)  gives  the  following  account  of  the  animals.' 
(324-.)  We  get  at  last  to  Hudson's  Bay  j  but  we  only  go  deeper 
into  Mr  Pennant  j  in  praise  of  whose  work  the  very  same  sentenc: 
above  quoted  is  reprinted  from  our  author's  own  words;  a& 
because  of  the  scarcity  of  the  arctic  zoology,  the  €  following  u- 
tract  may  not  be  unacceptable.'  (p.  3S1.) 

The  West  Indies,  having  been  scantily  treated  of  in  the  fe 
edition,  are  now  copiously  described  by  Bryan  Ed  wards  and  ft 
Pinckard,  and  Mr  Mackinnon.  As  a  specimen  of  this,  weK' 
just  observe,  that  after  giving  the  meagre  account  of  Jamac. 
from  the  former  edition,  our  author  says,  its  brevity  was  ex- 
plained of,  and  he  *  will  give  some  amplifications  from  Mr  U 
wards,  in  his  own  words, '  for  a  reason  not  easily  guessed,—'  fc 
the  sake  of  greater  authenticity. '  So  there  follows  an  excerpt  ft 
thirty  pages  from  Mr  Edwards's  well  known  book  ;  then  founef 
pages  on  the  Caribs  ;  and  twenty-three  on  the  Cajibbee  Islands 
besides  various  excerpts  of  different  sizes  from  the  travellers  b 
merly  alluded  to,  and  Dr  Anderson.  And  this  is  Mr-Pinkert® 
way  of  supplying  the  defects  of  his  first  edition,  and  of  incit- 
ing its  bulk  above  one  half,  by  €  long,  sedulous  and  painful- 
searches.  '  •  " 

Where  the  books  which  lie  wishes  to  incorporate  are  writ- 
in  a  foreign  language,  he  has  somewhat  more  work ;  but  «U 
not  come  off  as  well.  The  acquisitions  from  Spanish  writtft 
with  winch  he  has  enriched  his  account  of  America,  are  the  pari 
he  boasts  chiefly  of.  Our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to  follow  to 
closely  over  this  part  of  his  additions  ;  1>ut  we  shall  give  a  fe* 
.specimens  of  his  manner  of  reading  Spanish  books,  for  the  pa" 
pose  of  shewing  how  much  care  he  has  bestowed  on  his  subjft' 
and  how  safely  his  new  edition  may  be  trusted,  as  containing* 
accurate  description  of  the  Spanish  colonies. 

Vol.  III.  p.  160. — i  The  oidor,  or  chief  judge,  is  an  ofc 
of  great  importance.  '  The  oidor  is  not  the  chief  judge,  but  on 
of  the  inferior  or  puisne  judges.  The  chief  judge  is  call" 
Regeiitey  or  Regent  of  the  Audience.     Viager.  Univ.  xxvi.  '&< 

Bid. — *  There  are  also  several  inferior  tribunals,  among  wfc 
that  of  the  acordada  judges  small  causes  without  expense,  a.i 
with  great  promptitude. '  The  acordada,  instead  of  resemble 
the  small  debt  court  of  Edinburgh,  as  Mr  Pinkerton  gives  us  I 
understand  in  this  passage,  is  the  most 'formidable  criminal  ceu| 
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in  Mexico.  The  judge  of  the  acordada,  or  as  he  is  otherwise 
called,  the  Captain  of  the  Holy  Brotherhood,  has  8  or  10,000 
men  under  him  ;  and  formerly  there  was  no  appeal  from  his  sen- 
tence, even  in  capital  cases ;  but,  at  present,  they  are  reviewed 
by  the  viceroy  and  two  or  three  oidores.  The  particular  province 
of  the  acordada  is  to  maintain  order  and  tranquillity  throughout; 
the  kingdom,  and  to  punish  robbery,  murder,  and  other  acts  of 
violence.     Viag.  Univ.  xxvi.  280. 

P.  167. — *  Assignments  on  the  Windward  Islands.  *  It  should 
be,  *  Assignments  (/.  e.  on  the  treasury  of  Mexico)  for  the  use  of 
the  Windward  Islands.  '     Viag.  Univ.  xxvii.  217. 

P.  168. — '  All  which  are  under  the  management  of  the  mi- ' 
nister  of  state.  '     It  should  be,  €  though  the  last  is  under,  *  &c. 
rW.  Univ.  xxvii.  217. 

Rid. — *  The  whole  of  the  passage,  beginning  «  The  hranch 
of  tributes, '  is  nonsense,  from  ignorance  of  the  Spanish. 

P.  190. — c  The  College  of  St  Mary  of  all  Saiats,  is  the  only 
one  of  the  first  rank  in  the  Spanish  American  possessions.  ' 
Colegio  Mayor,  is  not,  college  of  the  first  rank,  but,  college  for 
young  nobles. 

P.  206. — '  There  being  no  money  of  bullion  as  in  Spain. ' 
This  has  evidently  no  meaning  j  and  shews  clearly,  that  Mr  Pin- 
kerton  does  not  use  his  mind,  but  his  hand,  when  he  writes  geo- 
graphy. All  money  is  made  of  bullion ;  and  all  bullion  ceases 
to  be  so  called  when  it  is  coined  into  money.  The  original  is, 
*  Moneda  de  VeUen%  * — '  copper  coin. ' — Vellon  never,  by  any 
chance  whatever,  means  bullion. 

P.  211. — Another,  example  of  Mr  Pinkerton's  haste,  and  want 
of  thought  when  he  writes.  He  tells  us  gravely,  that  *  the  reli- 
gious women  of  Vera  Cruz  are  occupied  in  teaching  grammar  to 
2ie  parrots  of  Alvarado. *  The  original  is,  '  Hay  en  esta  cuidad 
Unas  beatas  que  ganan  su  vida  ensenando  a  Juxblar  a  los  loros, ' — 
t.  e.  by  teaching  parrots  to  speak.  Mr  Pinkerton  has  probably 
seen  hablar  in  the  title-page  of  some  spelling  book,  and  supposed 
that  it  meant  grammar. 

P.  230. — The  passage  beginning  l  The  imposts, '  is  absolute- 
ly unintelligible  from  the  mistranslation  of  Viag.  Univ.  xxvii. 
209. 

P.  267. — *  They  (the  inhabitants  of  California)  imagine,  that, 
after  death,  they  are  changed  into  owls,  which  is  not  improbable  J ' 

P.  387. — (  In  1792,  the  products  of  cotton  were  computed  at 
six  thousand  arrobas,  while  that  of  fruits  amounted  to  the  sur- 
prising sum  of  25,600,000  pecas ;  but  under  this  article  he  in- 
cludes coffee,*  chocolate,  *  &c.  In  this  short  sentence  there  are 
three  blunders  j  1.  Frutos,  in  Spanish,  does  not  mean  fruits,  but 
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produce  or  merchandize,  in  contradistinction  to  money.  2.  The 
Spanish  author  does  not  say  that  the  frutos  of  the  island  amount- 
ed to  so  much,  but  that  the  frutos  imported  and  exported  at  the 
Havana,  amounted  to  that  sum.  3.  He  does  not  speak  of  the 
island  of  Cuba  at  all,  but  of  the  Havana. — Estala>  xx.  69.  If 
Mr  Pinkerton  had  only  reflected  that  his  statement  makes  the 
island  of  Cuba  export  above  seven  times  more  in  fruits,  than  all 
Mexico  does  in  every  article  of  merchandize,  he  could  scarcely 
have  committed  such  a  blunder. 

P.  539. — c  Estanco  de  tabaco9  *  is  €  monopoly  of  tobacco. '  Mr 
Pinkerton  translates  it  *  deposit.  ' 

P.  541. — *  Asesor  letrado>  '  is  an  assessor  bred  to  the  law.  Mr 
Pinkerton  makes  it  *  a  learned  assessor.  * 

P.  548. — *  Fid  executory  '  is  *  clerk  of  the  market*  in  the  orfr 
ginal.  [Estahy  xxvii.  c2&6.)  Mr  Pinkerton  makes  it  *  sworri  £ro- 
veditor.  ' 

P.  54-9. — *  Caidas  de  CabaltoSy  '  means,  c  falls  from  horses. ' 
Mr  Pinkerton  pleasantly  translates  it  i  heels  of  horses.  * 

P.  539. — t  Para  lo  ccnteneiofo  de  efte  rartio  fbrma  el  Xefe  tri- 
bunal con  un  afefor  que  le  da  S.  M.  fifcal  y  notario. '  (E/totA, 
xxvii.  292.)  This  Mr  Pinkerton  tranflates,  *  In  difficult  cafes  he 
has  an  aflcflbr,  fifcal,  and  notary.  *  It  ought  to  be,  *  Exchequer 
fuits  are  tried  by  a  cdurt  confiding  of  the  intehdant  and  his  aflef- 
for,  who  is  named  by  the  king,  afnftcd  by  the  fifcal  and  notary. ' 

P.  554. — €  The  inhabitants  may  be  6co.  *    The   original   is, 

*  ima  feifcientos  vecinos;'  [Ejl.  xx.  124.)  i.e.  *  the  houfehoftkrs 
are  about  600. '  The  fame  miftake  repeatedly  occurs  in  Mr  Pin? 
kerton's  book  ;  and  in  p.  63  f ,  (note),  he  corrects  a  fuppofed  incon- 
fiftency  of  Eftala,  which  is  in  reality  a  blunder  of  his  own,  arifiilg 
from  his  miftake  of  vecinos  for  inhabitants. 

P.  541. — '  The  aflefibr  has  a  falary  of  1000  dollars  derived 
from  lawfuits. '  A  falfe  tranflation  5  it  is  *  from  the  municipal 
rents. '     (Eft.  xxvii.  297.) 

P.  556. — c  Hides  of  beeves.  *  The  original  is, c  cueros  al  pelo,  * 
i.e.  (  uhdrefled  hides.'     (Eft.  xx.  109.) 

Ibid. — *  Coarfe  foap.  *  '   The  original  is,  *  Sebo  deffeiidoj '  t.  e. 

*  melted  tallow. ' 

P.  570. — *  To  expedite  the  work  of  the  miners. '  The  original 
is,  *  para  habilitar  los  trabajos  de  minas, *  (EJl.  xxvii.  302.);  i.e. 

*  to  make  advances  to  the  miners  to  enable  them  to  undertake  ami 
cany  on  their  work  5 '  habilitar  is  the  technical  phrafe  for  fuch 
advances,  and  anfwers  to  the  phrafe,  *  to  mount, J  ufed  in  our 
manufafluring  towns.  But  a  very  remote  approximation  to  the 
rneaning  of  the  original  always  fatisfies  Mr  Pinkerton  ;  and  he  \% 
feldom  fo  lucky  in  his  guefling  as  in  the  prefent  inftance. 
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Ibid. — €  Eleven  and  a  half  per  cent,  arc  then  dedufied  for  the 
dues  of  the  bank. '  It  fhould  be,  *  the  duties  of  eleven  and  a  half 
per  cent,  (payable  to  the  crown)  are  taken  from  the  gold  and  filvet 
delivered  into  the  bank. '     {Eft.  xxvii.  303.) 

P.  587. — f  Caufes  judged  in  two  by  the  oidors. '  The  original 
is,  <  Se  exercita  en  dos  por  los  oidores  el  de  los  juicios  civiles,  * 
{Eft.  xx.  105.) ;  u  e.  •  in  two  of  the  chambers  civil  caufes  are  tried 
by  the  oidors. ' 

P.  596.-**  The  addition  of  22  per  cent,  is  on  account  of  the 
price  of  filver  at  Cadiz. '  How  the  price  of  filver  at  Cadiz  fhould 
juftify  a  political  arithmetician  in  adding  22  per  cent,  to  the  value 
of  goods  exported  from  that  city,  we  could  not  eafily  imagine  ; 
we  therefore  naturally  fuppofed,  that  Mr  Pinkerton,  with  his  ac- 
cuftomed  want  of  thinking,  had  reded  fatisfied  with  the  firft  guefs 
at  the  fenfe  of  his  original ;  upon  turning  to  which,  we  accord- 
ingly found,  22  per  cent,  added  '  to  the  official  value  of  goods  ex- 
ported, ' — *  para  equalarlos  al precio  de  plaza  en  Cadiz, '  {Eft.  xx. 
222.) ;  i.  e.  *  to  bring  the  official  value  to  the  market  price  at  Ca- 
diz. '  If  it  is  requiring  too  much  knowledge  of  Spanifh  in  Mr 
Pinkerton,  to  expeft  that  he  fhould  have  diftinguifhed  plaza,  a 
market,  from  plata,  filver,  at  leafl  we  may  truft  that  a  builder  of 
geographical  fyftems  fo  (  noble,  fcientific  and  luminous, '  (I.  xxii.) 
fhould  not  fet  down  reafons  like  the  above,  which  are  abfolute 
nonfenfe,  and  to  which  he  could  have  attached  no  one  idea  when 
he  put  them  in  words.  It  would  certainly  be  too  romantic  to  fup- 
pok  that  he  fhould  have  known  that  filver  is  not  dearer  in  Cadiz 
than  elfewhere,  but  rather  cheaper.  * 

It  is  quite  unneceffary  to  multiply  further  the  examples  of  this 
nature  with  which  every  part  of  this  work  abounds,  and  efpecially 
the  additions  made  to  the  prefent  republication.  We  have  fatd 
enough}  to  {hew  how  far  the  opinion  we  have  already  given  is  well 
founded,  that,  with  all  its  pretentions,  the  new  portion  of  the 
book  is  a  mod  ha  fly  and  flovenly  performance  5  eked  out,  by 
more  than  the  excefs  of  the  ordinary  book-makers'  arts  -,  and  com- 
piled with  fo  little  care  or  knowledge,  (where  it  is  not  mere  tran- 
fcript  of  noted  works)  as  to  render  it  at  once  a  molt  unfafe  and 
moft  cumbrous  guide. 

In  a  work  of  this  description,  style  is  no  doubt  a  secondary 
consideration  :  yet  must  we  say  a  single  word  upon  it,  both  be- 
cause Mr  Pinkerton'8  pretensions  are  as  high  in  this  as  in  any 
pther  particular,  and  because  we  have  to  vindicate  ourselves  from 

all 

*  A  parallel  inftance  of  t hough tleffaefs  occurs  in  fpeaking  of  the 
Swcdifh  finances ;  '  Sweden  owes  ten  millions  to  Hamburg,  it  feems,  and 
therefore  is  filled  with  the  paper  money  of  that  city  !  [ 
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all  share  in  the  following  heavy  charge  which  he  brings  against 
the  literary  journals  of  this  country.  *  Their  eulogy  of  the  style ' 
(says  he,  speaking  of  the  notice  taken  of  his  first  edition)  c  does 
credit  to  their  own  judgment. *  The  reason  is  certainly  unex- 
pected. '  As  in  the  opinions  of  foreigners  eminently  versed  in 
the  English  language,  such  is  the  purity  of  the  grammar  and  ex- 
pression, that  they  were  as  seldom  obliged  to  refer  to  a  dictionary 
as  in  any  other  production  whatever  of  the  English  language ; 
and  the  voice  of  foreigners  must  in  this  respect  be  regarded  as 
an  infallible  test. '  Those  who  dispute  the  perfections  of  his 
style  after  this,  are  likened  '  to  the  Scotch  schoolmaster  in 
Smollet,  who  came  to  London  to  teach  the  pronunciation  of 
the  English  language, '-  which,  to  be  sure,  is  not  quite  so  whim- 
sical as  making  a  French  critic's  taste  the  standard  of  English 
style.  Now,  for  our  own  parts,  as  we  are  called  upon  to  choose, 
we  have  no  hesitation  in  siding  with  the  Scotch  schoolmaster, 
rather  than  the  French  critics,  being  verily  persuaded  that  the 
discovery  of  a  worse  style  than  Mr  Pinkerton's  is  reserved  for 
some  distant  age.  The  specimens  which  we  have  been  obliged 
incidentally  to  give  of  this  '  pure  and  perfect '  manner  of  writ- 
ing, are  sufficient  to  make  the  reader  acquainted  with  its  merits. 
But  Mr  Pinkerton  will  have  *  numerous  examples  of  bad  style ' 
from  all  who  presume  to  censure  him.  (I.  xxiv.)  So  we  must 
comply,  and  briefly  indicate  some  passages  of  peculiar  note. 

«  The  first  visitation  of  Greenland.  *  (III.  3*)  c  The  love  of 
glory  like  the  vast  mechanical  force  of  steam,  another  vapour.  * 
(Ibid.  86.)  '  Even  their  authors  cannot  advance  in  the  direct 
road  to  the  temple  of  fame,  but  stray  into  thickets  and  devious 
paths  of  quaint  expression,  where  they  often  lose  their  health 
and  reputation.  They  also  often  die  of  bombast  and  obscurity. ' 
(III.  181.)  We  venture  to  doubt  the  accuracy  of  this  last  asser- 
tion. (  The  lake  of  Titica  now  ascribed  to  the  viceroyalty  of  La 
Plata. '  (Ibid.  504-.)  «  The  conjunct flood.9  (513.)  <  Barbaric  civi- 
lization. '  (586.)  *  The  soil  displays  a  great  variety  of  barren- 
ness. '  (267.)  c  The  brilliant  plumes  of  the  royal  goose  do  not  save 
it  from  destruction. '  (608.)  *  Conspiracy  timeously  discovered.' 
(647.)  c  Numerous  are  our  edible  sea-fish. '  (I.  133.)  *  De- 
pendant on  the  secretaries  o/  state  is  the  state  paper  office  at 
Whitehall. '  (Ibid.  50.)  The  pastoral  effect  of  the  following  de- 
scription is  striking.  '  The  cows  seem  to  have  been  originally- 
from  Holstein,  and  the  utmost  attention  was  paid  to  warmth  and 
cleanliness,  so  that,  even  in  summer,  the  animals  appeared  in 
the  meadows  clothed  with  ludicrous  care.'  (I.  511.)  The  sub- 
lime is  cultivated  in  the  following  high  wrought  passage.    *  The 
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"^loskoestroem,  or  Malstroem,  is  a  remarkable  whirlpool  off  the 
shore  of  Norland,  *  which  will  involve  boats,  and  even  ships  ; 
nay,  the  bellowing  struggles  of  the  whale  have  not  always  re- 
deemed him  from  die  danger. '  (I.  549.)  The  following  sketch 
of  the  domestic  occupations  of  a  venerable  patriarch  well  known 
to  every  critic,  is  rapid,  but  masterly.  *  Mistakes  multiply,  and 
an  old  hallucination  becomes  the  father  of  a  numerous  progeny. ' 
(I.  xii.) — *  This  edition  has  gained  in  perfection  what  it  lost  in 
delay. '  (xvi.)  With  many  other  instances  of  one  thing  being 
said  for  the  sake  of  sound,  while  a  perfectly  different  thing  is 
meant. 

Such  are  a  very  few  of  the  specimens  which  every  page  of 
these  volumes  furnishes,  to  make  us  dissent  from  '  those  foreign- 
ers eminently  versed  in  the  English  language, '  who  rate  so  high 
our  author's  *  purity  of  grammar  and  expression. '  Something 
more  than  a  journey  to  Paris,  and  an  unshaken  faith  in  his  own 
perfections,  is  requisite  to  make  Mr  Pinkerton  worthy  of  half 
the  praises  he  lavishes  upon  his  book,  and  its  style.  In  truth,  it 
was  long  ago  observed  by  a  shrewd  judge,  that  good  sense  is  the 
.  source  of  good  writing ;  and  with  that  our  author  does  not  ap- 
pear to  be  €  considerably  imbued. ' 


ART.  XII.  An  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  James  Beattiet 
LL.D.  late  Professor  of  Moral  Philosop/ty  and  Logic  in  the 
Marischal  College  and  University  of  Aberdeen  :  Including  many  of 
his  original  Letters.  By  Sir  W.  Forbes  of  Pitsligo,  Baronet, 
one  of  the  Executors  of  Dr  Beattie.  2  vol.  4to.  pp.  840. 
Edinburgh  and  London.     1806. 

TTTe  cannot  transcribe  this  title  without  some  feelings  of  sad- 
*  *  ness,  which  we  think  will  be  participated  by  most  of  our 
readers.  Nothing  can  be  more  melancholy  than  the  closing  scene 
of  Dr  Beattie's  life ;  and  his  amiable  biographer  had  scarcely 
given  to  the  world  this  account  of  the  sufferings  and  virtues  of 
his  friend,  when  he,  too,  was  called  away  from  this  scene  of 
separations,  and  left  society  to  lament  a  loss  at  least  as  irreparable. 
The  author  of  the  Minstrel  will  of  course  be  further  known,  and 
longer  remembered ;  but  the  moral  fame  of  his  friend  will  not 
be  circumscribed,  either  by  a  narrow  sphere,  or  a  short  duration. 
Over  all  this  country,  at  least,  his  exemplary  probity,  and  un- 
wearied 

*  It  is  off  the  fhore  of  Nomvay.     Norland,  in  profe,  it  a  province 
fituatcd,  not  on  the  North  Sea,  but  on  the  Gulph  of  Bothnia. 
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wearied  beneficence,  will  not  soon  be  forgotten  ;  and  if  this  were 
the  proper  place  for  such  a  record,  it  would  be  easy  for  us  to 
collect  from  facts,  which  are  both  recent  and  notorious,  the  ma- 
terials of  an  eulogium,  for  which  poets  and  philosophers  would 
be  gainers  by  exchanging  their  laurels. 

It  is  not,  however,  with  the  personal  merits,  either  of  the  au- 
thor or  the  biographer,  that  we  are  now  concerned,  but  with  the 
writings  which  they  have  given  to  the  public ;  and  of  these,  we 
;ire  sorry  to  say,  that  our  judgment  is  by  no  means  so  favourable. 
For  what  Sir  William  Forbes  has  written  in  these  volumes,  we 
can  easily  forgive  him  ;  but  he  cannot  escape  censure  for  much 
of  what  he  has  published.  In  his  own  person  he  has  said  little  ; 
and  that  little  he  has  delivered  with  so  much  apparent  candour, 
such  a  natural  partiality,  and  such  a  total  absence  of  all  sort  of 
oil'ensive  pretension,  as  would  disarm  a  more  ungentle  criticism 
than  any  which  we  profess  to  exercise  :— but  he  has  filled  two 
quarto  volumes  with  the  correspondence  of  his  friend ;  and  pro- 
testing, as  we  have  always  done,  against  the  multiplication  of 
needless  quartos,  and  the  publication  of  ordinary  epistles,  we 
cannot  avoid. saying,  that  his  book  is  a  great  deal  larger,  and  a 
great  deal  duller,  than  we  are  bound  to  tolerate. 

The  life  of  Dr  Beattie  is  a  tale  that  is  soon  told  j  and  could 
excite,  perhaps,  no  great  interest  in  the  telling.  His  letters, 
again,  which  occupy  at  least  nine  tenths  of  the  work,  can  scarce- 
ly be  considered  as  letters  at  all.  With  the  exception  of  those 
very  dull  ones  which  relate  to  the  business  in  which  he  was  im- 
mediately engaged, — the  printing  of  his  books,  and  the  advance- 
ment of  his  fortune, — they  appear  to  us  to  be  mere  bits  of  disser- 
tation, and  fragments  of  criticism  ;  and  might  almost  be  mistaken 
for  college  exercises,  or  portions  of  lectures  on  rhetoric  and  belles 
kttres.  In  this  point  of  view,  they  certainly  are  not  altogether 
without  merit ;  for  they  are  often  neat,  li-.vly,  and  ingenious; 
but  they  are  totally  destitute  of  the  fanvlinntv,  simplicity,  and 
confidential  directness  of  a  private  corres^orknee  ;  and,  at  the 
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same  time,  are  too  trifling,  superficial,  a: 

of  any  value,  when  considered  as  miscella •- 

short,  they  contain  no  anecdotes  or  sallir  • 
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mend  them  as  letters ;  and  it  is  needless  r~ 
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Though  we  have  thus  discharged  our  conscience,  by  saying  all 
die  ill  we  think  of  this  publication,  we  do  not  despair  or  being 
able  to  interest  our  readers  by  a  pretty  full  account  of  its  con- 
tents. The  life  and  opinions  of  Dr  Beattie,  though  they  cannot 
vivify  two  vast  quartos,  may  still  serve  to  animate  a  few  of  our 
hummer  octavos,  and  are  really  worth  all  the  time  we  shall  re- 
quire our  readers  to  bestow  upon  them.  We  shall  endeavour, 
therefore,  to  make  a  short  abstract  of  the  biography,  and  then  to 

?ive  some  specimens  of  the  letters  which  fill  these  volumes ;  sub- 
orning, if  we  can  find  room,  a  few  observations  on  the  general 
merits  and  character  of  Dr  Bcattie's  productions. 

This  eminent  scholar  was  born  in  Kincardineshire  in  17S5. 
His  father  kept  a  small  shop  in  the  village  of  Laurencekirk,  and 
rented  a  small  farm  in  the  neighbourhood.     He  was  the  youngest 
of  six  children ;  and,  after  acquiring  some  Latin  at  the  parish 
school,  was  sent  to  the  university  of  Aberdeen  in  1 749.     Hert- 
his  expenses  were  in  part  defrayed  by  a  bursary  or  exhibition,  to 
which  he  was  preferred  upon  public  trial  by  the  masters,  and  re- 
mained four  years  studying  philosophy  and  divinity,  with  a  view  to 
the  Scottish  church.   When  his  course  of  study  was  finished,  how- 
ever,  no  appointment  of  this  kind  was  in  prospect  for  him  ;  and 
he  was  glad  to  accept  of  the  office  of  schoolmaster  and  parish 
clerk  in  the  parish  of  Fordoun  in  1753,  where  he  continued  for 
four  solitary  years,  extremely  poor,  and  utterly  unheard  of  in 
the  world,  though  he  had  begun  to  write  verses,  and  had  been 
personally  introduced  to  two  of  our  Scotish  Judges,  who  resided 
occasionally  in  his  neighbourhood.     In  1758/  he  wa$  appointed 
one  of  the  ushers  to  the  grammar  school  of  Aberdeen,  and  began 
to  obtain  some  distinction  among  the  men  of  letters  who  com- 
posed that  university.     In   1 760,  he  was  appointed  professor  of 
philosophy,  and  continued  to  discharge  the  duties  oi  that  situa- 
tion till  within  a  short  time  of  his  death.     Aberdeen  had  at  this 
time  to  boast  of  Dr  Campbell,  Dr  Reid,  Dr  Gerard,  and  Dr 
Gregory,  among  its  professors  \  and  the  benefits  which  their  new 
associate  must  nave  derived  from  their  society,  were  rendered 
still  more  invaluable,  by  the  harmony  in  which  they  all  lived 
with  each  other,  and  tne  openness  and  familiarity  with  which 
they  communicated  their  sentiments.     In  a  kind  of  literary  club, 
which  met  twice  a  month,  they  discussed  freely  all  the  topics 
of  literature  and  philosophy  that  occurred  to  any  of  them  ;  and  it 
was  in  this  society  that  all  those  speculations  took  their  rise, 
which  have  since  made  their  names  so  familiar  to  all  who  read 
for  instruction.      In  1760,  he  published  a  small  collection  of 
poems,  the  greater  part  of  which  were  left  out  of  the  subsequent 
editions  j  and,  in  1763,  made  his  first  visit  to  London,  where 
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he  does  not  seem  to  have  had  any  acquaintance,  except  with  his 
bookseller,  and  some  nameless  Caledonians  from  his  own  district. 
In  1 765,  he  formed  an  acquaintance  with  the  poet  Gray,  who 
was  at  that  time  on  a  visit  to  the  Earl  of  Strathmore,  and  Decame 
his  dear  friend  and  admirer  for  the  short  period  of  his  after  life. 
In  1767,  he  married,  and  appears  to  have  begun  his  Minstrel, 
and  his  Essay  on  Truth.  On  the  subject  of  the  latter,  there  is 
an  immense  deal  of  epistolary  dissertation  between  Dr  Beattie  and 
his  literary  friends ;  and  certainly  there  never  was  a  work  on 
which  so  much  preparation  and  getting  up  were  expended.  It 
made  its  appearance  in  1770 ;  and  as  it  had  been  diligently  ex- 
tolled and  anticipated  by  all  the  orthodox  enemies  of  scepticism, 
it  speedily  acquired  a  greater  reputation  than  any  metaphysical 
work  had  attained,  since  the  days  at  least  of  Bishop  Berkeley. 
It  took  amazingly  with  the  bisnops  and  masters  of  academies 
throughout  England  j  and  prepared  for  the  author  a  most  graci- 
ous reception  among  all  who  had  conceived  a  dread  and  detestation 
of  the  Scottish  philosophy.  In  1771,  he  published  the  first  canto 
of  the  Minstrel,  which  rose  also  into  a  rapid  and  less  unaccount- 
able popularity.  There  is  something  ingenious,  we  think,  though 
rather  scholastic,  in  his  own  remarks  upon  this  poem,  which  we 
extract  from  a  letter  to  Lady  Forbes  in  1772. 

<  Again,  your  Ladyfhip  mull  have  obferved,  that  fome  fentiments 
are  common  to  all  men  ;  others  peculiar  to  perfons  of  a  certain  charac- 
ter. Of  the  former  fort,  are  thofe  which  Gray  has  fo  elegantly  ex- 
prefled  in  his  f  Church-yard  Elegy  ; '  a  poem  which  is  universally  un- 
derftood  and  admired,  not  only  for  its  poetical  beauties,  but  alfo,  an4 
perhaps  chiefly,  for  its  expreffing  fentiments  in  which  every  man  thinks 
himfelf  interested,  and  which,  at  certain  times,  are  familiar  to  all  men. 
Now  the  fentiments  exprefled  in  the  "  Minftrel, "  being  not  common  to 
all  men,  but  peculiar  to  perfons  of  a  certain  call,  cannot  poffibly  be  in- 
terefting,  becaufe  the  generality  of  readers  will  not  underftand,  nor  feel 
them  fo  thoroughly,  as  to  think  them  natural.  That  a  boy  mould  take 
pleafure  in  darknefs  or  a  ftorm — in  the  noife  of  thunder,  or  the  glare  of 
lightning  ;  mould  be  more  gratified  with  liftening  to  mufic  at  a  diftance, 
than  with  mixing  in  the  merriment  occafioned  by  it  ;  mould  like  better 
to  fee  every  bird  and  beaft  happy  and  free,  than  to  exert  his  ingenuity 
in  deftroying  or  enfnaring  them — thefe,  and  fuch  like  fentiments,  which, 
I  think,  would  be  natural  to  perfons  of  a  certain  caft,  will,  I  know, 
be  condemned  as  unnatural  by  others,  who  have  never  felt  them  in  them- 
felves,  nor  obferved  them  in  the  generality  of  mankind.  Of  all  this  I 
was  fufficiently  aware  before  I  publifhed  the  "  Minftrel, "  and,  there- 
fore, never  expected  that  it  would  be  a  popular  poem. '     I.  205.  206. 

What  follows,  however,  as  it  partakes  of  anecdote,  will  pro- 
bably be  more  interesting  to  most  readers. 

«  I  find  you  are  willing  to  fuppofe,  that,  in  Edwin,  I  have  given 
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only  a  pi&urc  of  myfelf,  as  I  was  in  my  younger  days.  I  conftfs  th** 
fuppofition  is  not  groundlefs.  I  have  made  him  take  pleafure  in  the 
fcenes  in  which  1  took  pleafure,  and  entertain  fentiments  fimilar  to  thole, 
of  which,  even  in  my  early  youth,  I  had  repeated  experience.  The 
fcenery  of  a  mountainous  country,  the  ocean,  the  fky,  thought fulnefs 
and  retirement,  and  fometimes  melancholy  objects  and  ideas,  had  charms 
in  my  eyes,  even  when  I  was  a  fchool-boy  ;  and  at  a  time  when  I  was 
fo  far  from  being  able  to  exprefs,  that  I  did  not  understand  my  own 
feelings,  or  perceive  the  tendency  of  fuch  purfuits  and  amufements  : 
and  as  to  poetry  and  mufic,  before  I  was  ten  years  old,  I  could  play 
a  little  on  the  violin,  and  was  as  much  mafter  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  as 
Pope's  and  Dryden's  tranflations  could  make  me. §     I.  207. 

Dr  Beattie,  it  seems,  hud  bestowed  such  intense,  labour  in  the 
composition  of  his  Essay,  that  his  health  was  impaired  by  the 
exertion  ;  and  he  now  found  it  necessary  to  take  a  journey  to 
the  South,  with  a  view  to  repair  his  exhausted  spirits.  He  paid 
a  second  visit  to  London,  accordingly,  in  summer  1771  ;  and 
having  been  introduced  by  his  friend  Dr  Gregory  to  the  particu- 
lar notice  of  Mrs  Montagu,  immediately  made  his  way  to  alt 
the  distinguished  literary  society  which  the  metropolis  could  then 
afford.  As  he  was  sufficiently  learned,  and  free  from  most  of  the 
prejudices  for  which  Scotchmen  are  usually  disliked  by  the  scholars 
of  the  South,  he  proved  very  generally  acceptable  in  the  circles  to 
which  he  was  introduced  ;  and  was  received  into  distinguished 
favour  by  all  the  pious  churchmen  and  orthodox  nobility,  who 
had  been  taught  to  shudder  at  infidels  and  sceptics.  These  ho- 
nourable connexions  he  took  care  to  retain,  by  an  assiduous  and 
complimentary  correspondence  ;  and  having  reason  to  think,  that, 
through  their  interest,  some  considerable  addition  might  be  ob- 
tained to  his  fortune,  he  returned  again  to  London  in  1773,  with 
a  view  to  solicit  a  pension,  or  some  sinecure  place  under  govern- 
ment. Here  he  lived  fine  with  bishops  and  dutchesses  for  se- 
veral months  ;  had  his  picture  painted  in  allegorical  triumph  by 
Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  ;  was  admitted  an  honorary  Doctor  of  Laws 
at  Oxford  ;  and  obtained  the  King's  warrant  for  a  pension  of 
2001.  a  year.  He  had  also  the  honour  of  a  private  interview  with 
their  Majesties,  of  which  he  has  left  a  long  and  most  minute  ac- 
count in  his  Diary.  As  few  are  permitted  to  look  so  near  upon 
royalty,  it  may  be  amusing  to  some  of  our  readers  to  see  a  part 
of  this  record. 

•  At  twelve,  the  Doctor  and  I  went  to  the  King's  houfe,  at  Kew. 
We  had  been  only  a  few  minutes  in  the  hall,  when  the  King  and  Quceu 
came  in  from  an  airing,  and  as  they  pafled  through  the  hall,  the  King 
called  to  me  by  name,  and  afked  how  long  it  was  fmce  I  came  from 
town.  I  anfwered,  about  an  hour.  "  I  (hall  fee  you,  M  fays  he,  "  in 
a  little. "     The  Doctor  and  I  waited  a  confiderable  time,  (for  the*  King 
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was  bufy),  and  then  we  were  called  into  a  large  room,  furnifhed  as  a  li- 
brary, where  the  King  was  walking  about,  and  the  Queen  fitting  in  a 
chair.  We  were  received  in  the  molt  gracious  manner  poffible,  by  both 
their  Majefties.  I  had  the  honour  of  a  converfation  with  them  (no 
body  elfe  being  prefent  but  Dr  Majendie)  for  upwards  of  an  hour,  on 
a  great  variety  of  topics,  in  which  both  the  King  and  Queen  joined, 
with  a  degree  of  checrfulnefs,  affability  and  eafe,  that  was  to  me  fur- 
prifing,  and  foon  diffipated  the  embarraflment  which  I  felt  at  the  begin- 
ning of  the  conference.  They  both  complimented  me,  in  the  highefl 
terms,  on  my  "  EfTay, "  which,  they  faid,  was  a  book  they  always 
kept  by  them  ;  and  the  King  faid  he  had  one  copy  of  it  at  Kew,  and 
another  in  town,  and  immediately  went  and  took  it  down  from  a  fhelf. 
I  found  it  was  jhe  fecond  edition.  "  I  never  dole  a  book  but  one, n 
faid  his  Majefty,  "  and  that  was  yours  (fpeaking  to  me)  ;  I  ftole  it 
from  the  Queen,  to  give  it  to  Lord  Hertford  to  read.  "  He  had  heard 
that  the  fale  of  "  Hume's  Eflays "  had  failed,  fince  my  book  was 
publi  flicd  ;  and  I  told  him  what  Mr  Strahan  had  told  me,  in  regard  to 
that  matter.  He  had  even  heard  of  my  being  in  Edinburgh,  lait  fum- 
mer,  and  how  Mr  Hume  was  offended  on  the  fcore  of  my  book.  He 
aflced  many  queftions  about  the  fecond  part  of  the  "  EfTay, "  and 
when  it  would  be  ready  for  the  prefs.  I  gave  him,  in  a  fhort  fpeech, 
an  account  of  the  plan  of  it  ;  and  faid,  my  health  was  fo  precarious,  I 
could  not  tell  when  it  might  be  ready,  as  I  had  many  books  to  confult 
before  I  could  finifh  it ;  but  that  if  my  health  were  good,  I  thought  I 
might  bring  it  to  a  conclufion  in  two  or  three  years.  He  afked,  how 
long  I  had  been  in  compofing  my  "  EfTay  ?  "  praifed  the  caution  with 
which  it  was  written  ;  and  faid,  he  did  not  wonder  that  it  had  employed 
me  five  or  fix  years.  He  afked  about  my  poems.  I  faid,  there  was 
only  one  poem  of  my  own,  on  which  I  fet  any  value  (meaning  the 
"  Minilrel  "),  and  that  it  was  firft  publifhed  about  the  fame  time  with 
the  "  EfTay.  "  My  other  poems,  I  faid,  were  incorrect,  being  but 
juvenile  pieces,  and  of  little  confequence,  even  in  my  own  opinion.  We 
had  much  converfation  on  moral  fubje&s  ;  from  which  both  their  Ma- 
le flies  let  it  appear,  that  they  were  warm  friends  to  Chriftianity  ;  and 
ib  little  inclined  to  infidelity,  that  they  could  hardly  believe  that  any 
thinking  man  could  really  be  an  atheift,  unlefs  he  could  bring  himfelf  to 
LlL\  ai  he  made  himfelf;  a  thought  which  pleafed  the  King  ex- 
ceedingly ;  and  he  repeated  it  feveral  times  to  the  Queen.  He  afked, 
whether  any  thing  had  been  written  againft  me.  I  fpoke  of  the  late 
pamphlet,  of  which  I  gave  an  account,  telling  him,  that  I  never  had 
met  with  any  rm:i  who  had  read  it,  except  one  Quaker.  This  hrought 
on  Tome  feotrf..-  abouL  the  Quakers,  whole  moderation,  and  mild  be- 
haviour, the  King  and  Queen  commended.  I  was  afked  many  queftions 
aL  ut  the  Scots  umverfities,  the  revenues  of  the  Scots  clergy,  their  mode 
of  Playing  and  preaching,  the  medical  college  of  Edinburgh,  Dr  Gre- 
gory (of  whom  I  ^ave  a  particular  character),  and  Dr  Cullen,  the 
length  of  our  vacation  at  Aberdeen,  and  the  clofenefs  of  our  attendance 
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during  the  winter  5  the  number  of  ftudents  that  attend  my  le&ures,  my 
mode  of  leduring,  whether  from  notes,  or  completely  written  lectures ; 
about  Mr  Hume,  and  Dr  Robertfon,  and  Lord  Kinnoull,  and  the  Arch- 
hi/hop  of  York,  &c.  &c.  &c.  His  Majefty  afked  what  I  thought  of 
my  new  acquaintance,  Lord  Dartmouth  ?  I  {aid,  there  was  fomething 
in  his  air  and  manner,  which  I  thought  not  only  agreeable,  but  enchant- 
ing,  and  that  he  feemed  to  me  to  be  one  of  the  bed  of  men  ;  a  fenti- 
ment  in  which  both  their  Majefties  heartily  joined*  "  They  fay  that 
Lord  Dartmouth  is  an  enthufiaft, "  faid  the  King ;  "  but  furely  he 
fays  nothing  on  the  fubje&  of  religion,  but  what  every  Chriftian  may, 
and  ought  to  fay. "  He  afked,  whether  I  did  not  think  the  Englifli 
language  on  the  decline  at  prefent  ?  I  anfwered  in  the  affirmative  $ 
and  the  King  agreed,  and  named  the  "  Spectator  "  as  one  of  the  beft 
ftandards  of  the  language.  When  I  told  him  that  the  Scots  clergy 
fometimes  prayed  a  quarter,  or  even  half  an  hour,  at  a  time,  he  afked, 
whether  that  did  not  lead  them  into  repetitions  ?  I  faid,  it  often  did. 
"  That, "  faid  he,  "  I  don't  like  in  prayers ;  and,  excellent  as  our 
liturgy  is,  I  think  it  fomewhat  faulty  in  that  refpect.  "     I.  268-7  '• 

While  honours  and  emoluments  were  thus  accumulating  a- 
round  him,  it  is  rather  amusing  to  notice  the  tone  in  which  the 
worthy  Doctor  speaks  of  the  persecutions  and  sufferings  he  has 
to  unaergo  from  the  malice  of  his  enemies.  Some  of  Mr  Hume's 
admirers  had  spoken  contemptuously  of  his  metaphysics  \  and  o- 
thers  had  found  fault  with  the  heedless  acrimony  and  invective 
with  which  h$  had  enlivened  his  argument.  This,  we  think,  is 
the  full  extent  of  the  calamities  which  his  zeal  in  the  good  cause 
had  brought  upon  him  $  and  yet  he  speaks  as  if  no  martyr  of  old 
had  ever  encountered  more  dreadful  injuries  5  and  spirits  himself 
up  to  endure  them,  with  an  air  of  magnanimity  which  is  really 
ludicrous. 

<  I  have  always  forefeen, '  fays  be,  <  and  ftiH  forefee,  that  I  (hall 
have  many  reproaches,  and  cavils,  and  fneers,  to  encounter ;  but  I  am 
prepared  to  meet  them.     I  am  not  afbamed  of  my  caufe, '  &c. 

And  in  another  place,— 

«  What  I  have  avowed,  I  am  ftill  ready  to  avow  in  the  face  of  any 
man  on  earth,  or  any  number  of  men  j  and  I  fliall  never  ceafe  to  avow, 
fo  long  as  the  Deity  is  pleafed, '  &c. — *  As  to  obloquy,  I  have  had  a 
(hare  of  it  as  large  as  any  private  man  1  know  \  and  t  think  I  have 
borne  it,  and  can  bear  it,  with  a  degree  of  fortitude  of  which  I  need 
not  be  afhamed.  ' 

In  the  end  of  the  year  1775,  there  was  a  proposal  for  transfer* 
ring  Dr  Beattie  to  the  University  of  Edinburgh,  which  he  de- 
clined, chiefly  from  the  dread  of  his  infidel  enemies,  whose  head 
quarters,  he  seems  to  have  supposed,  were  established  in  that  de- 
voted city,  and  from  who^e  machinations  he  really  seems  to  have 
imagined  that  he  would  not  have  been  perfectly  in  sufctv.     There 
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are  about  thirty  pages  of  anxious  elaborate  correspondence  on  this 
subject,  which  illustrate,  move  than  any  thing  we  have  lately  met 
with,  the  importance  of  a  man  to  himself,  and  the  strange  fancies 
that  will  sometimes  be  engendered  between  self-love  and  literary 
animosity.  With  no  better  grounds  of  apprehension  than  we 
have  already  mentioned,  Dr  Beattie  writes — 

*  Even  if  my  fortune  were  as  narrow,  &c.  I  would  ftill  incline  to  re- 
main in  quiet  where  I  am,  rather  than,  by  becoming  a  member  of  the 
\  Tniverfity-  of  Edinburgh,  place  myfclf  within  the  reach  of  thofe  who  hare 
been  pleafed  to  let  the  world  know  that  they  do  not  wifh  me  well,— 
not  that  I  have  any  reafon  to  mind  their  enmity, '  &c*  '  My  caufe  it 
(o  good,  that  he  who  efpoufes  it  can  never  have  occafion  to  be  afraid  of 
any  man.  ' 

If  he  had  actually  been  in  danger  of  poison  or  stillettoes,  he- 
could  not  have  used  other  language.     He  proceeds  afterwards, 

*  As  they  are  lingular  enough  to  hate  me  for  having  done  mj  duty* 
and  for  what  I  truft  (with  God's  help)  I  (hall  never  ceafe  to  do,  (I 
mean  for  endeavouring  to  vindicate  the  caufe  of  truth,  with  that  zeal 
which  fo  important  a  caufe  requires),  I  could  never  hope  that  they  would 
live  with  me  on  thofe  agreeable  terms  on  which  I  define  to  live  with  all 
good  men,  *  &c. 

And  in  another  epistolary  dissertation  on  the  same  subject,  he 
adds,  with  some  reference  to  the  members  of  the  Edinburgh  U* 
ntversity,  which  we  are  persuaded  was  without  foundation, — 

*  I  fhould  diflike  very  much  to  live  in  a  fociety  with  crafty  peribnt, 
who  would  think  it  for  their  intereft  to  give  me  as  much  trouble  as 
poffible  ;  unlefs  I  had  reafon  to  think  that  they  had  confeience  aad  ho- 
nour fuflicient  to  reilrain  them  from  afperfiog  the  innocent. ' 

These  are  among  the  things  which  a  more  judicious  partiality 
would  have  led  an  editor  to  suppress,  but  which  are  of  use  to  the* 
reader,  as  they  onable  him  both  to  estimate  and  to  balance  the 
unqualified  praises  which  it  is  in  the  nature  of  that  character  Uy 
bestow. 

In  a  short  time  after  this,  however,  Dr  Beattie  declined  an- 
other offer,  upon  principles  which  do  him  more  honour  thaa 
those  assigned,  for  his  refusal  to  come  to  Edinburgh.  Several 
hints  had  oeen  given  him  of  the  advantage*  he  might  expect  from 
taking  orders  in  the  Church  of  England  ;  and  in  1774,  an  offer 
was  made  him  of  a  small  living  in  Dorsetshire,  with  the  prospect 
oi'  hpecdy  promotion.  This  benefice  was  only  worth  160L  j  and 
it  i>  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  offer  was  rejected.  In  the 
same  year,  however,  Dr  Porteus  intimated  to  him,  that  one  of 
the  Episcopal  Bench  had  a  living  worth  5001.  at  his  service,  which 
should  be  kept  vacant  till  he  had  made  up  his  mind.  This  offer, 
also,  with  all  the  prospects  of  further  preferment  which  it  im- 
plied, Dr  Beattie  resolved  to  decline  -7  and  as  the  motives  which 
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he  ha?  assigned  for  his  refusal*  though  somewhat  tinctured  with 
rarity' and  timidity,  art  upon  the  whole'  extrernely  creditable  to 
Ins  character,  we  think  it  but  justice  to  lay  the  greater  part  of 
them  before  our  readers,  in  his  own  words.  After  quite  as  much 
gratitude' and  compliment  as  the  occasion  required,  he  goes  on 
to  say, 

*  I  wrote  the  u  Effay  on  T*ruth, "  with  the  certain  profpe&  of  raif- 
ing  many  enemies,  with  very  faint  hopes  of  attracting  the  public  atten- 
tion, and  without  any  views  of  advancing  my  fortune.  I  published  it, 
however,  becaufe  I  thought  it  might  -probably  do  a  little  good,  by 
bringing  t6  nought,  or  at  Jeaft  leffening  the  reputation  of,  that  wretch- 
ed fyftem  of  fceptical  philofophy,  which  had  made'  a  molt  alarming 
progrefs;  and  done  incredible  mifcbief  to  this  country.  My  enemies 
have  been  at  great  pains  to  reprefent  my  views,  in  that  publication,  as 
very  different ;  and  that  my  principal,  or  only  motive  was,  to  make  a 
book,  and,  if  poffible,  to  raife  myfelf  higher  in  the  world.  So  that,  if 
I  were  now  to  accept  preferment  in  the  church;  I  (honld  be  apprehenfive 
that  I  might  ffaengthen  the  hands  of  the  gainfayer,  and  give  the  world 
fome  ground  to  believe,  that  my  love  of  truth  was  not  quite  fo  ardent, 
«f  fo  pure,  as  I  had  pretended. 

«  Betides,  might  it  not  have  the  appearance  of  levity  and  infincerity, 
and,  by  fome,  be  conftrued  into  a  want  of  principle,  if  I  were  at  thefe 
years  (for  I  am  now  thirty-eight),  to  make  fuch  an  important  change 
in  my  way  of  life,  and  to  quit,  with  no  other  apparent  motive  than  that 
of  bettering  my  circumftances,  that  church  of  which  I  have  hitherto 
been  a  member  I  If  my  book  has  any  tendency  to  dp  good,  as  I  flat- 
ter myfelf  it  has,  I  would  not,  for  the  wealth  of  the  Indies,  do  any' 
thing  to  counteract  that  tendency  ;  and  1  am  afraid  that  tendency  might 
in  fome  meafure  be  counteracted,  (at  lead'  in  this  country),  if  I  were  to 
give  the  adverfary  the  lead  ground  to  charge  me  with  inconfiitency. 
It  is  true,  that  the  force  of  my  reafoning?  cannot  be  really  affected  by 
my  character ;  truth  is  truth,  whoever  be  the  fpeaker:  but  even  truth1 
itfelf  becomes  lefs  refpedable,  when  fpoken,  or  fuppofed  to  be  fpoken, 
by  infincere  lips. 

'  It  has  aho  been  hinted  to  me,  by  fev<u«l-  petfons  of  very  found 
judgment,  that  what  I  have  written,  or  may  hereafter,  write,  in  favour 
of  religion,  has  a  chance  of  being- more  attended  to,  if  I  continue  a 
layman,  than  if  I  were  to  become  a  clergyman.  Hor  am  I  without  ap- 
prehennons  (though  fome  of  my  friends  think  them  ill-founded)  that, 
from  entering  fo  late  in  life,  and  from  fo  remote  a  province,  into  the 
Church  of  England,  fome  degree  of  ungracefulnefs,  particularly  in  pro- 
nunciation, might  adhere  to  my  performances  in  public,  fuffieient  to 
render  them  lets  pleating,  and  consequently  lefs  ufefil.  '     I.  360—362. 

In  1774,  he  had  the  honour  to  be  attacked  by  Dr  Priestley,  a- 
long  with  Dr  Reid ;  and  no  doubt  consulted  his  own  ease,  as 
well  as  most  effectually  disappointed  that  restless  controversialist, 
by  making' no  answer  to  his  attack.    We  cannot  Approve,  how- 
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ever,  of  the  style  of  orthodox  contempt  and  asperity,,  with 
which  he  is  pleased  to  speak  of  a  man,  at  least  his  equal  in 
point  of  sincerity  and  good  intention,  and  unquestionably  his  su- 
Jence. 
*  All  my  friends  here,  *  he  fays,  '  have  been  urging  me  not  to  an- 
fwer  him  ;  and  have  told  me,  what  I  know  is  true,  that  his  work  cannot 
pofQbly  do  me  any  harm  ;  that  it  has  been  little  read,  and  will  foon  be 
forgotten  ;  and  that  lie  is  a  man  of  that  fort,  that  it  is  even  creditable 
(on  moral  and  religious  fubje&s  at  lead)  to  have  him  for  an  adver- 
fary.  ' 

After  this,  there  is  but  very  little  incident  of  any  sort  in  Dr 
Beattie's  life.  He  published  one  volume  of  Essays  in  1776,  and 
another  in  1783  ;  a  little  treatise  on  the  evidences  of  Christianity 
in  178G;  and  the  outlines  of  his  academical  lectures  in  1790. 
He  was  very  unfortunate  in  his  family.  His  wife  became  the 
victim  of  the  most  dreadful  of  all  distempers,  hereditary  insani- 
ty v  and  his  two  sons,  who  were  all  his  children,  died  successive- 
ly after  they  had  attained  the  age  of  manhood.  The  eldest,  to- 
M*hom  he  was  extremely  partial,  had  been  conjoined  with  him  in 
Jiis  professorship ;  and  he  never  effectually  recovered  the  shock 
which  his  spirits  sustained  from  this  disaster.  Even  before  this, 
however,  the  situation  of  his  wife,  and  his  own  precarious  state 
of  health,  had  sunk  him  into  an  habitual  depression,  which  he 
strove  to  dissipate  by  frequent  excursions  in  the  country,  and  vi- 
sits to  those  friends  by  whom  he  was  regarded  with  the  greatest 
partiality.  A  good  part  of  the  second  volume  is  filled  with  the 
nstory  of  these  journeyings,  and  of  the  feelings  which  they  were 
intended  to  relieve.     To  Sir  William  Forbes  he  writes — 

*  The  fmallnefs  of  my  houfe,  and  the  delicacy  of  Mrs  B.'s  nerves 
which  cannot  bear  the  leaft  noife,  will  not  alTpw  me  to  have  any  com* 
pany  with  me  \.  and  the  confequence  is,  that  there  are  only  two  houfes 
in  the  town  to  which  I  am  ever  invited.  In  faft,  I  have  not  dined  a- 
broad  more  than  twice  thefe  three  months.  Now  that  I  am  able  to  go 
to  the  college  again,  my  bufinefs  there  gives  me  s  fome  araufement 
through  the  day  ;  but  all  the  long  evening  I  fit  alone,  trying  fometimes 
to  read  and  fometimes  to  write,  except  now  and  then  when  I  give  my* 
fon  a  leilon  in  Virgil.  This  mud  in  the  end  have  very  bad  effects  upon 
my  health  and  fpirits ;  and,  therefore,  it  is  no  wonder  that  I  long  to 
be  from  home,  and  to  fojourn  for  fome  little  time  in  a  land  of  friend- 
fliip,  tranquillity,  and  cheerfulnefs. '     II.  68. 

In  the  course  of  these  peregrinations,  he  paid  a  visit  to  his 

friend  Dr  Porteus,  then  Bishop  of  Chester,  at  his  residence  o£ 

Hunton  in  Kent,  and  has  so  well  described  both  the  situation, 

and  the  decorous  establishment  of  the  family,  that  we  think  it 

>e  gratifying  to  most  readers  to  peruse  his  account  of  them. 

The  houfe  is  delightfully  fituated  about  half-way  down  a  hill  front- 
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ing  the  fouth,  about  a  mile  from  Coxheath,  My  windows  command  a 
profpect,  extending  fouthward  about  twelve  miles,  and  from  eaft  to  weft 
not  lefs,  I  fuppofe,  than  forty.  In  this  whole  fpace  I  do  not  fee  a 
fingle  fpeck  of  ground  that  is  not  in  the  higheft  degree  cultivated  ;  for 
Coxheath  is  not  in  fight.  The  lawns  in  the  neighbourhood,  the  hop- 
grounds,  the  rich  verdure  of  the  trees,  and  their  endlefs  variety,  form 
a  fcenery  fo  picturefque  and  fo  luxuriant,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  fancy 
any  thing  finer.  Add  to  this  the  cottages,  churches,  and  villages,  rif- 
ing  here  and  there  among  the  trees,  and  fcattered  over  the  whole  coun- 
try ;  clumps  of  oaks,  and  other  lofty  trees,  difpofed  in  ten  thoufand 
different  forms,  and  fome  of  them  vifible  in  the  horizon  at  the  di (lance 
of  more  than  ten  miles  ;  and  you  will  have  fome  idea  of  the  beauty  of 
Hunton.  The  only  thing  wanting  is  the  murmur  of  running  water.; 
but  vtt  have  fome  ponds  and  clear  pools  that  glitter  through  the  trees, 
-  and  have  a  very  pleafing  effect.  With  abundance  of  (hade,  we  have  no 
damp  nor  fenny  ground  :  and  though  the  country  looks  at  a  diftance 
like  one  continued  grove,  the  trees  do  not  prefs  upon  us-;  indeed,  I  do 
not  at  prefent  fee  one  that  I  could  wifh  removed.  There  is  no  road 
within  fight,  the  hedges  that  overhang  the  highways  being  very  high  ; 
fo  that  we  fee  neither  travellers  nor  carriages,  and  indeed  hardly  any 
.thing  in  motion  i  which  conveys  fuch  an  idea  of  peace  and  quiet,  as  1 
thin*  I  never  was  confeious  of  before  ;  and  forms  a  raoft  ilriking  con- 
trail with  the  endlefs  noife  and  reftlefs  multitudes  of  Piccadilly. '  II. 
142. 

c  Our  hour  of  breakfaft  is  ten.  Immediately  before  it,  the  bifhop 
rails  his  family  together,  prays  with  them,  and  gives  them  his  blefiing  : 
the  fame  thing  is  conftantly  done  after  fupper,  when  we  part  for  the 
night.  In  the  intervals  of  breakfaft,  and  in  the  evening,  when  there  is 
no  company,  his  lordfhip  fometimes  reads  to  us  in  fome  entertaining 
book.  After  breakfaft  we  feparate,  and  amufe  ourfelves,  as  we  think 
proper,  till  four,  the  hour  of  dinner.  At  fixt  when  the  weather  is  fair, 
we  either  walk,  or  make  a  vifit  to  fome  of  the  clergy  or  gentry  in  the 
neighbourhood,  and  return  about  eight.  We  then  have  mufic,  in  which 
I  am  forry  to  fay,  that  I  am  almolt  the  t>nly  performer.  I  have  got  a 
violoncello,  and  play  Scotch  tunes,  and  perform  Handel's,  Jacklon's, 
and  other  fongs,  as  weH  as  I  can  ;  and  my  audience  is  very  willing  to 
be  pleafed.  The  bifhop  and  Mrs  Porteus  are  both  fond  of  mufic. 
Thefe  mufical  parties  are  often  honoured  with  the  company  of  the  ac- 
complifhed  and  amiable  Lady  Twtfden,  of  whom  I  gave  you  fome  ac- 
count in  my  laft.  * 

*  So  much  for  our  week-days.  On  Sundays,  at  eleven,  we  repair  to 
church.  It  is  a  fmall  but  neat  building,  with  a  pretty  good  ring  of  fix 
bells.  The  congregation  are  a  ftout,  well-featured  fet  of  people,  clean 
and  neat  in  their  drefs,  and  moft  exemplary  in  the  decorum  with  which 
they  perform  the  feveral  parts  of  public  Worihip.  As  we  walk  up  the 
area  to  the  bifhop* 3  pew,  they  all  make  on  each  fide  a  profound  obei- 
fance  ;  and  the  lame  as  we  return*  .  The  prayers  are  very  well  read  by 
Mr  H31  the  curate,  and  the  bifhop  preaches.     I  need  not  tell  you  now, 
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jjecaufe  I  think  I  tpld  you  before,  that  Jiiljiop  Porteus  js,  ,in  my  ^pi- 
nion, the  beft  preacher,  in  refpe&  both  of  composition  and  of  delivery, 
1  have  ever  heard*  In  this,  capacity*  indeed,  he  is  univerfa%  adinirta, 
and  many  of  the  gentry  come  torhear  him  from  the  neighbouring  pa- 
ri fhes.  After  evening  fervice,  during  the  fummer  months,  .his  lordQup 
generally  delivers  from  bis  pew  a  catechetical  le&ure,  addreffed  ,to  && 
children,  who  for  this  purpofe  are  drawn  up  in  a. line  before  him  along 
the  area  of  the  church.  In  tbefe  lectures,  Jie. explains  to  them,  in  the 
iimplcft  and  cleared  manner,  yet  with  his  ufual  elegance,  the  .funda- 
mental and  efTential  principles  pf  religion  and  morality ;  and  concludes 
with  an  addrefs  to  the  more  .advanced  in  years.  This  inftitution  of  tbp 
bi (hop's  I  greatly  admire*  '     II.  145-148. 

Such  society,  and  such  occupatiqns,  must  .unquestionably  have 
been  medicinal -to  a  mind  wounded  as  Dr  Beattie's  jiow  was  \ 
but  after  the  death  of  his  favourite  sop,  ev#n  those  remedies 
were  unable  to  sooth  him.  He  went  to  London  indeed  after-, 
wards  ;  but  was  unable  to  interest  himself  in  any  thing  but  de- 
votional exercises*  He  talks  a  good  deal  about  Ws  distresses  in 
these  letters ;  but  his  style  is  so  correct  and  apparently  elaborate, 
that  he  says  little  that  is  interesting.  Almost  the  only  passage 
that  struck  us  was,  where  he  mentions  that-  his  ill  health  pre- 
vented him  from  attending  Handel's  commemoration  j  and  adds, 
in  allusion  to  his  son's  musical  performances — *  But  perhaps  this 
was  no  loss  to  me.  Even  the  organ  of  Durham  was  too  much 
for  my  feelings.  It  brought  too  powerfully  to  my  remembrance 
another  organ,  much  smaller  indeed,  but  more  interesting,  which 
I  can  never  hear  any  more.  *  He  bore  up,  however,  tolerably 
well,  till  the  sudden  death  of  his  only  remaining  child  in  1796. 
He  has  given  a  plain  and  very  affecting  account  of  this  calamity, 
and  the  effect  it  produced  upon  him,  in  a  letter  to  Dr  Laing. 

*  His  delirium,  which  was  extremely  violent,  ended  in  a  ftate  of  fucb 
apparent  tranquillity,  that  I  was  congratulating  myfelf  on  the  danger 
being  over,  at  the  very  time  when  Dr  *•***  came,  and  told  me,  in 
his  own  name,  and  in  that  of  the  other  two  phyficians  that  attended 
Montagu,  that  he  could  not  liv$  many  hours :  this  was  at  eleven  at 
night,  and  he  died  at  five  next  morning.  I  hope  I  am  reflgned,  as  my 
duty  requires,  and  as  I  wifti  to  be ;  but  I  have  patted  many  a  bitter 
hour,  though  on  thofe  occafions  nobody  fees  me.  I  fear  mv  reafon  is 
a  little  difordered  ;  for  I  have  fometimes  thought  of  late,  efpecially  iq 
a  morning,  that  Montagu  is  not  dead,  though  I  feem  to  have  a  remem- 
brance of  a  dream  that  he  is.  This  you  will  fay,  what  I  myfelf  be- 
lieve, is  a  fymptom  not  uncommon  in  cafes  fimilar  to  mine,  and  tjbat  I 
ought  by  all  means  to  go  from  home  as  foon  as  I  can.  I  will  dp  h 
when  the  weather  becomes .  tolerable.  Inclination  would  draw  me  to 
Peterhead  ;  but  the  intolerable  road  forbids  it,  and  I  believe  I  muft  g* 
(puthward,  where  the  roads  are  very  good  :  at  leaft  I  hcaj  fo. 
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*  Being  now  chlldlefs,  by  the  will  of  Providence,  (in  which  I  truft  I 
acquiefce),  I  have  made  a  new  (ettiement  in  my  (mail  affairs  ;  the  only 
particular  of  which  that  needs  to  be  mentioned  at  prefent  is,  that  the 
organ,  built  by  my  elded  Ion  and  you,  is  now  yours. 

c  I  am  much  obliged  to  the  kind  friends  who  fympathize  with  mc, 

Montagu  was  indeed  very  popular  wherever  he  went.     His  death  was 

calm,  refigned,  and  unaffectedly  pious  $  he  thought  himfelf  dying  from 

the  firft  attack  of  his  illnefs,     "  I  could  wifti,  "  faid  he,  «  to  live  to 

.  be  old,  but  am  neither  afraid  nor  unwilling  to  die.  "     II.  310.  J 1 1 . 

Sir  William  Forbes  has  likewise  described  the  effects  of  this 
calamity,  in  a  manner  which  does  honour  to  his  feelings. 

*  The  death  of  his  only  furviving  child,  completely  unhinged  the 
mind  of  Dr  Beattie,  the  firft  fymptom  of  which,  ere  many  days  had 
elapfed,  was  a  temporary  but  almoft  total  lofs  of  memory  refpe&ing  his 
fon.  Many  times  he  could  not  recoiled  what  had  become  of  him  ;  and 
after  fearching  in  every  room  of  the  home,  he  would  fay  to  his  niece, 
Mrs  Glennie,  "  Yod  may  think  it  ftrange,  but  I  muft  afk  you  if  I 
jaave  a  fon,  and  where  he  is?79  She  then  fejt  herfelf  under  the  painful 
neceffity  of  bringing  to  his  recollection  his  fon  Montagu's  fufferings, 
which  always  reftored  htm  to  reafon.  And  he  would  often,  with  many 
tears,  exprefs  his  thankfulnefs,  that  he  had  no  child,  faying,  "  How 
<could  I  have  borne  to  fee  their  elegant  minds  mangled  with  madnefs  !  " 
When  he  looked  for  the  laft  time  on  the  dead  body  pf  bis  fon,  he  faid, 
**  I  have  now  done  with  the  world  :  "  and  he  ever  after  feeraed  to  aft 
-as  if  he  thought 'fo.  For  he  never  applied  hraifelf  to  any  fort  of  ftudy, 
and  anfwered  but  few  of  the  letters  he  received  from  the  friends  whom 
he  mofl  valued.  Yet  the  receiving  a  letter  from  an  old  friend  never 
failed  to  put  him  in  fpirits  for  the  reft  of  the  day.  Miriic,  which  had 
been  his  great  delight,  he  could  not  endure,  after  the  death  of  hi* 
eldefl  fon,  to  hear  from  others ;  and  he  (fifliked  his  own  favourite 
violoncello.  A  few  months  before  Montagu's  death,  he  did  begin 
to  play  a  little  by  way  of  accompaniment  when  Montagu  fung  :  but 
after  he  loft  him,  when  he  was  prevailed  on  to  touch  the  violoncello,  he 
was  always  difcontented  with  his  own  performance,  and  at  laft  fecmed 
to  be  unhappy  when  he  heard  it.  The  only  enjoyment  he  feemed  to 
have  was  in  books,  and  the  fociety  of  a  very  few  old  friends.  It  is  im- 
poffible  to  read  the  melancholy  pidure  which  he  draws  of  his  own  ft- 
tuation  about  this  time,  without  dropping  a  tear  of  pity  over  the  for- 
rows  and  the  fufferings  of  fo  good  a  man  thus  feverely  vifited  by  afflic- 
tion. '     II.  307;  308* 

It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  pursue  this  melancholy  narratite  any 
further.  His  spirits  were  never  restored,  and  his  health  conti- 
nued gradually  to  decline,  till,  in  1799,  he  was  struck  with  pal- 
sy, which  affected  his  speech  and  memory  ;  and,  after  being  re- 
duced to  a  state  of  permanent  insensibility,  by  repeated  attacks 
of  the  same  disease,  at  last  expired  in  June  1803. 

WeahouW  now  proceed  to  lay  before  gur  readers  some  sped- 
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mens  of  those  epistolary  compositions,  which  fill  the  greater  part 
of  the  volumes.     They  are  almost  all,  as  we  have  already  inti- 
mated, of  the  nature  of  dissertations ;  and  most  of  them  disser- 
tations on  trite  subjects.     The  critical  remarks,  we  think,  are 
not  in  general  worth  extracting  :  they  are  for  the  most  part  safe, 
sound,  and  common  opinions  of  common  authors.     Virgil,  Lu- 
cretius, Tasso,  Ariosto, '  Fenelon,  Ossian,  Metastasio,  Rousseau, 
Richardson,  Armstrong,  Young,  and  a  dozen  more  as  to  whom 
the  public  opinion  has  fluctuated  as  little,  are  characterized  and 
decided  on  with  as  much  minuteness  and  solemnity  of  method, 
as  if  their  names  had  never  been  heard  of  in  literature ;  and, 
from  all  that  we  can  perceive,  Dr  Beattie  is  just  of  the  common 
way  of  thinking  on  those  subjects,  and  writes  sometimes  prettily, 
and    sometimes  tediously,   in  exposition  of  it.     At  all   events, 
what  he  writes  bears  no  sort  of  resemblance  to  familiar  letters  j 
and  he  very  seldom  submits  even  to  conterfeit  that  style  by  any  sen- 
tences of  easy  introduction.     One  epistle  begins,  *  I  promised  to 
give  you  my  opinion  of  the  Henriade.'    Another,  *  I  have  just  been 
reading  Tasso. '     And  a  third,  '  I  betook  myself  lately  to  the 
reading  of  Caesar:* — which  striking  and  appropriate  introduc- 
tion >  are  followed  by  long  disquisitions  on  the  peculiar  merit  of 
those  respective  performances,  very  much  in  the  manner  and  spi- 
rit of  what  we  must  infallibly  meet  with  from  any  given  lecturer 
on  rhetoric.     We  scarcely  think  our  readers  would  thank  us  for 
retailing  any  of  this  criticism.     It  will  be  more  in  favour  of  Dr 
Beattie,  that  they  should  peruse  the  following  disquisition  on 
public  and  private  education  y — a  topic  which,  trite  as  it  is,  is 
judiciously  treated,  we  think,  in  the  following  epistle. 

'  Could  mankind  lead  their  lives  in  that  folitude  which  is  fo  favour- 
able to  many  of  our  mod  virtuous  affections,  I  (hould  be  clearly  on  the 
fide  of  a  private  education.  But  moft  of  us,  when  we  go  out  into  the 
world,  find  difficulties  in  our  way,  which  good  principles  and  innocence 
alone  will  not  qualify  us  to  encounter ;  we  mud  have  fome  addrefs  and 
knowledge  of  the  world  different  from  what  is  to  be  learned  in  books, 
or  we  (hall  foon  be  puzzled,  diftieartened,  or  dtfgufted.  The  founda- 
tion of  this  knowledge  is  laid  in  the  intercourfc  of  fchoolboys,  or  at 
kail  of  young  men  of  the  fame  age,  When  a  boy  is  always  under  the 
direction  of  a  parent  or  tutor,  he  acquires  fuch  a  habit  of  looking  up 
to  them  for  advice,  that  he  never  learns  to  think  or  act  for  himfclf  j 
his  memory  is  exercifed,  indeed,  in  retaining  their  advice,  but  his  in- 
vention is  fufFered  to  languifh,  till  at  Jail  it  becomes  totally  inactive. 
He  knows,  perhaps,  a  great  deal  of  hiftory  or  fcienqe  ;  but  he  knows 
not  how  to  conduct  htmfelf  on  thofe  ever-changing  emergencies,  which 
are  too  minute  and  too  numerous  to  be  comprehended  in  any  fyftcra  of 
advice.  He  is  aftonifhed  at  the  moft  common  appearances,  and  dH* 
d  with  the  moil  trifling  ( becaufc  unexpected)  obftacles ;  and  he 
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!•  often  at  his  wit's  end,  where  a  boy  of  much  lefs  knowledge,  but  more 
experience,  would  inftantly  devife  a  thou  fa  nd  expedients. ' 

«  Another  inconvenience  attending  private  education,  is  the  fuppref- 
fiog  of  the  principle  of  emulation,  without  which  it  rarely  happen! 
that  a  boy  profecates  his  (todies  with  alacrity  or  fuccefs.  I  have  heard 
private  tutors  complain,  that  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourfc  to  flat- 
tery or  bribery  to  engage  the  attention  of  their  pupil ;  and  I  need  not 
obferve,  how  improper  it  is  to  fet  the  example  of  fuch  practices  before 
children.  True  cmulatipn,  efpecially  in  young  and  ingenuous  minds,  is 
•  noble  principle  ;  I  have  known  the  happieil  efie&s  produced  by  it ;  I 
never  know  it  to  be  productive  of  any  vice.  In  all  public  fchools  it  is, 
x>r  ought  to  be,  carefully  cherifhed. ' — *  I  (hall  only  obferve  further, 
that  when  boys  purfue  their  ftudies  at  home,  they  are  apt  to  contract 
either  a  habit  of  idlenefs,  or  too  clofe  an  attachment  to  reading  :  the 
former  breeds  innumerable  difeafes,  both  in  the  body  and  foul ;  the  lat- 
ter, by  filling  young  and  tender  minds  with  more  knowledge  than  they 
can  either  retain  or  arrange  properly,  is  apt  to  make  them  fuperficial 
-and  inattentive,  or,  what  is  worfe,  to  drain,  and  confequently  impair, 
the  faculties,  by  overftretchiog  them.  1  have  known  feveral  instances 
of  both. ' 

i  *  The  great  inconvenience  of  public  education  arifes  from  its  being 
dangerous  to  morals.  And  indeed  every  condition  and  period  of  hu- 
man life  is  liable  to  temptation.  Nor  will  I  deny,  that  our  innocence, 
during  the  firft  part  of  life,  is  much  more  fecure  at  home,  than  any 
where  elfe ;  yet  even  at  home,  when  we  reach  a  certain  age,  it  is  not 
perfectly  fecure.  Let  young  men  be  kept  at  the  greateft  dilUnce  from 
bad  company,  it  will  not  be  eafy  to  keep  them  from  bad  books,  to 
which,  in  thefe  days,  all  perfons  may  have  eafy  accefs  at  all  timet. 
.Let  us,  however,  fuppofe  the  beft  ;  that  both  bad  books  and  bad  com- 
pany keep  away,  and  that  the  young  man  never  leaves  his  parents'  or 
tutor's  fide,  till  his  mind  be  well  fdrnilhed  with-  good  principles,  and 
bimfclf  arrived  at  the  age  of  reflection  and  caution  :  yet  temptation! 
rouft  come  at  laft ;  and  when  they  come,  will  they  have  the  lefs  ftrength, 
becaufe  they  are  new,  unexpected,  and  furprifing  ?  1  fear  not.  The 
more  the  young  man  is  furprifed,  the  more  apt  will  he  be  to  lofe  his 
prefence  of  mind,  and  consequently  the  lefs  capable  of  felf-government. 
Befides,  if  his  paflions  are  ftrong,  he  will  be  difpofed  to  form  Campa- 
ri foos  between  his  pall  ftate  of  reftraiut,  and  his  prtfent  of  liberty,  ve- 
ry much  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  former.  His  new  aflbciates  will 
laogh  at  him  for  his  refcrve  and  precifenefs ;  and  his  unacquaintance 
with  their  manners,  and  with  the  wot  Id,  as  it  will  render  bim  the  more 
obnoxious  to  their  ridicule,  will  alfo  difqualify  him  the  more,  both  for 
fupporting  it  with  dignity,  and  alfo  for  defending  himfelf  again  ft  it.  '— 
«  A  young  man,  kept  by  himfelf  at  home,  is  never  well  known,  even 
by  his  parents  ;  becaufe  he  is  never  placed  in  thofe  circumftanccs  which 
alone  are  able  effectually  to  roufe  and  intercft  his  paflions,  and  confe- 
ouently  to  make  his  character  appear.  His  parents,  therefore,  or  tu- 
tors, 
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tors,  never  know  hU  weak  fide,  nor  what  particular  advices  or  caution 
he  (lands  moft  in  need  of ;  whereas,  if  he  had  attended  a  public  fcbool, 
and  mingled  in  the  amufements  and  purfuits  of  hit  equals,  his  virtues 
and  his  vices  would  have  been  difcloGng  themfelves  every  day  ;  and  hii 
teachers  would  have  known  what  particular  precepts  and  examples  it 
was  moft  expedient  to  inculcate  upon  him.  Compare  thofe  who  have 
had  a  public  education  with  thofe  who  have  been  educated  art  home  $ 
and  it  will  not  be  found,  in  fad,  that  the  latter  are,  either  in  virtue  or 
in  talents,  fuperior  to  the  former.  I  fpeak,  Madam,  from  obfexvacioo 
of  faci,  as  well  as  from  attending  to  the  nature  of  the  thing.  '  I, 
1 8c- i 85. 

The  following  remarks  upon  the  fecond- fight,  and  other  fuper- 
ftitions  of  the  Highlands,  we  think  we  have  feen  fomewhere  elfe. 
We  extract  them  now  from  a  letter  to  Mrs  Montagu,  and  think 
they  afford  a  favourable  fpecimen  of  the  author's  powers  of  di£- 
fufe,  eafy,  and  descriptive  illuftratiork 

4  1  have  been  told,  that  the  inhabitants  of  forae  parts  of  the  Alps  da 
alfo  lay  claim  to  a  fort  of  fecond-figbt :  and  I  believe  the  feme  fuperfti- 
tion,  or  fomething  like  it,  may  be  found  in  many  other  countries,  where 
the  face  of  nature,  and  the  folitary  life  of  the  natives,  tend  to  imprest 
the  imagination  with  melancholy.  The  Highlands  of  Scotland  ate  a 
ptdorefque,  but  gloomy  region.  Long  traces  of  folftary  mountains 
covered  with  heath  and  rocks,  and  often  obfeured  by  mid  ;  narrow  val- 
ues, thiuly  inhabited,  and  bounded  by  precipices  that  refound  for  ever 
with  the  fall  of  torrents  ;  a  foil  fo  ragged,  and  a  climate  fo  dreary,  as 
to  admit  neither  the  amufements  of  pafturage,  nor  the  cheerful  tods  of 
agriculture ;  the  mournful  darning  of  waves  along  the  friths  and  lakes 
that  every  where  interfed  this  country ;  the  portentous  founds,  which 
every  chauge  of  the  wind,  and  every  increafe  and  diminution  of  the  wa- 
ter*, is  apt  to  raifr  in  a  region  full  of  rocks  and  hollow  cliffs  and  ca- 
verns ;  the  grotefque  and  gbaftly  appearance  of  fuch  a  landfcape,  efpev 
daily  by  the  light  of  the  moon  5— objects  like  thefc  diffufe  an  habitual 
gloom  over  the  fancy,  and  give  it  that  romantic  caft,  that  difpofes  to  io- 
veution,  and  that  melancholy,  which  inclines  one  to  the  fear  of  unfecn 
things  and  unknown  events.  It  is  obfervable  too,  that  the  anttent 
Scott  if  h  Highlanders  had  fcarce  any  other  way  of  fupporting  then> 
(elves,  than  by  hunting,  fifhing,  or  war;  profefiions,  that  are  continually 
expofed  to  the  molt  fatal  accidents.  Thus,  almoft  every  circamftance 
in  their  lot  tended  to  roufe  and  terrify  the  imagination.  Accordingly, 
their  poetry  is  uniformly  mournful ;  their  mufic  melancholy  and  dread- 
ful, and  their  fuperflitions  are  all  of  the  gloomy  kind.  The  fairies  coo> 
fined  their  gambols  to  the  Lowlands  :  the  mountains  were  haunted  with 
giants  and  angry  ghofts,  and  funeral  procefiions,  and  other  prodigies  of 
direful  import.  That  a  people,  befet  with  fuch  real  and  imaginary  bug- 
bears, mould  fancy  themfelves  dreaming,  even  when  awake,  of  corpfes, 
and  graves,  and  coffins,  and  other  terrible  things,  feems  natural  enough ; 
but  that  their  vifions  ever  tended  to  any  real  or  ufeful  difcovcryj  I  am 
much  inclined  to  doubt. '     I.  221-222. 
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Of  the  fame  degree  and  fort  of  merit  are  rthe  following  remarks 
on  the  credit  due  to  voyagers  reporting  marvellous  fa  els  as  to 
character  and  manners. 

«  When  a  European  arrives  in  any  remote  part  of  the  globe,  the  na- 
tives, if  they  know  any  thing  of  his  country,  will  be  apt  to  form  no 
favourable  opinion  of  bis  intentions,  with  regard  to  their  liberties  ;  if 
they  know  nothing  of  him,  they  will  yet  keep  aloof,  on  account  of  his 
ftrange  language,  complexion,  and  accoutrements.    In  either  cafe  he  has 
little  chance  ofunderftanding  their  laws,  manners,  and  principles  of  ac- 
tion! except  by  a  long  refidence  in  the  country,  which  would  not  fuit 
the  views  of  one  traveller  in  five  thou  (and.     He  therefore  picks  up  a 
few  ftrange  plants  and  animals,  which  he  may  do  with  little  trouble  or 
danger ;  and,  at  his  return  to  Europe,  is  welcomed  by  the  literati,  as  a 
philofophic  traveller  of  mod  accurate  obfervation,  and   unquestionable 
veracity.     He  defcribes,  perhaps  with  tolerable  exactnefs,   the  foils, 
plants,  and  other  irrational  curiofitica  of  the  new  country,  which  pro- 
cures credit  to  what  he  has  to  (ay  of  the  people,;  though  his  accuracy 
in  defcribing  the  material  phenomena,  is  no  proof  of  bis  capacity  to  ex- 
plain the  moral.     Oae  can  eafilyjdig  to  the  root  of  a  plant,  but  it  is  not 
fo  eafy  to  penetrate  the  motive  of  an  action  ;  and  till  the  motive  of  an 
action  be  known,  we  are  no  competent  judges  of  its  morality  ;   and  in 
many  cades  the  motive  of  an  action  is  not  to  be  known  without  a  molt 
intimate  knowledge  of  the  language  and  manners  of  the  agent.     Our 
traveller  then  delivers  a  few  /acts  of  the  moral  kind,  which  perhaps  he 
does  not  understand,  and  from  them  draws  fome  inferences  Suitable  to 
the  taite  of  the  times,  or  to  a  favourite  hypothecs.     He  tells  us  of  a 
CaHforntan,  who  fold  his  bed  in  a  morning,  and  came  with  tears  in  his 
eyes  to  beg  it  hack  at  night ;  whence,  he  very  wifely  infers,  that  the 
poor  Californians  are  hardly  one  degree  above  the  brutes  in  uuderftand- 
ing,  for  that  they  have  neither  foreign t  nor  memory  fufficient  to  direct 
their  conduct  on  the  moft  common  occafions  of  life.     In  a  word,  they 
are  quite  a  different  fpecies  of  animal  from  the  European  ;  and  it  is  a 
grofs  miftake  to  think,  that  all  mankind  are  defcended  from  the  fame 
firft  parents.     But  one  needs  not  go  fo  far  as  to  California,  in  queft  of 
men  who  facrifice  a  future  good  to  a  prefent  gratification.     In  the  me- 
tropolis of  Great  Britain  one  may  meet  with  many  reputed  Chriftians, 
who  would  act  the  fame  part  for  the  plea fu re  of  caroufing  half- ad  ay  in 
a  gin- (hop.     Again,  to  ll  Lift  rate  the  lame  important  truth,  that  man  is 
a  bead,  or  very  little  better,  we  are  told  of  another  nation,  on  the  banks 
of  the  Orefiapa,  fo  wonderfully  ftupid,  that  they  cannot  reckon  beyond 
the  number  three,  but  point  to  the  hair  of  their  head,  whenever  they 
would  fignify  a  greater  number  ;  as  if  four,  and  four  thoufand,  were  v 
them  equally  inconceivable.     But,  whence  it  comes  to  pafs,  that  tl 
people  are  capable  of  fpeecb,  or  of  reckoning  at  all,  even  fo  far 
three,  is  a  difficulty,  of  which  our  bifyorian  attempts  not  the  f.Iution. 
But  till  he  (hall  folve  it,  I  muft  beg  leave  to  tell  him,  that  the  one  half 
of  his  tile  contradicts  the  other  as  effectually,  as  if  he  had  told  us  of  a 
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people  who  were  fo  weak  as  to  br  incapable  of  bodily  exertion,  and 
yet,  that  he  had  feen  one  of  them  lift  a  ftone  of  a  hundred  weight. ' 
L  392.94. 

Thefe  are  fair  fpecimens  of  what  is  beft  in  the  volumes  before 
us.  Sometimes  he  is  ftill  more  elaborate  and  ingenious  ;  and  at- 
tacks his  female  correfpondents  with  this  kind  of  familiar  writing.) 

*  What  is  the  reafon,  Madam,  that  the  poetry,  and  indeed  the  whole 
phrafeoiogy,  of  the  eaftern  nations  (and  I  believe  the  fame  thing  holds 
of  all  uncultivated  nations)  is  fo  full  of  glaring  images,  exaggerated  me- 
taphors, and  gigantic  defcriptions  ?  Is  it,  becaufe  that,  in'  thofe  coun- 
tries, where  art  has  made  little  progrefs,  nature  (hoots  forth  into  wilder 
magnificence,  and  every  thing  appears  to  be  conftrufted  on  a  larger 
feale?  Is  it  that  the  language,  through  defect  of  copioufnefs,  is  obliged 
to  adopt  metaphor  and  fimilitudc,  even  for  expreffing  the  moft  obvious 
Sentiments i  Is  it,  that  the  ignorance  and  indolence  of  fuch  people,  un- 
friendly to  liberty,  drfpofes  them  to  regard  their  governors  as  of  fuper- 
natural  dignity,  and  to  decorate  them  with  the  moft  pompous  and  higfa- 

I  ding  titles,  the  frequent  ufe  of  which  comes  at  laft  to  infect  their 
whole  coirverfatton  with  bombaft  ?  Or  is  it,  that  the  paffions  of  thofe 
people  are  really  ftronger,  and  their  dimate  more  luxuriant  ?  Perhaps 
sil  thefe  caufes  may  confpire  in  producing  this  effect.  Certain  it  is, 
that  Europe  is  much  indebted,  for  her  ftyle  and  manner  of  compofition, 
to  her  ancient  authors,  particularly  to  thofe  of  Greece,  by  whofe  ex- 
ample and  authority  that  fimplc  and  natural  diction  was  happily  efta- 
ed,  which  all  our  bed  authors  of  fucceeding  times  have  been  ambi- 
tions to  imitate.     I.  234.23c. 

Thefe  queries,  however,  were  addrefled  to  the  ingenious  Mrs 
Montagu ;  and  feem  to  have  been  very  much  to  her  tafte  :  at  leaft 
(he  is  polite  enough  to  anfwer  in  the  fame  ftyle,  and  has  rather 
the  belt  of  the  battle  we  think.     This  is  her  refponfe. 

*  Too  afk  me  why  the  eaftern  nations  are,  in  their  poetical  compofi- 
tions,  to  full  of  glaring  images,  and  exaggerated  metaphors  ?  One  rea- 
fon, l.prefume,  is,  that  they  are  little  addicted  to  write  or  read  profe. 
Fiction  and  Dornbaft  are  called  U  Phabus,  in  the  French  language  :  the 
marvellous  is  afft&ed  in  poetry  more  than  in  profe  ;  exaggeration  is  a 
road  to  the  marvellous.  The  firft  paflage  from  hieroglyphic  repreknta- 
tion  to  imitation  by  words,  mull  naturally  be  by  images.  The  Greek*, 
by  a  certain  fubtilty  of  part 6,  and  the  popular  character  of  the  phflofo- 
pher%  addicted  themfclte*  greatly  to  metaphyfics ;  this  baniftied  from 
the  learned  the  grofTer  images.  They  cultivated  ail  the  parts  of  rhe- 
toric; thence  grew  precifion,  and  confequently  the  figurative  ftyle  be- 
came lefs  in  ufe  ;  words  acquired  certain  and  exa&  fignification  ;  and 
Socrates,  the  bell  and  moft  modeft  of  men,  would  inculcate  the  maxim, 
that  the  gods  hate  impudence,  without  delineating  an  eagle,  a  crocodile, 
a  a  a-borfe,  and  a  ftfh,  as  the  Egyptian  fages  had  done,  to  teach  it. 
Many  of  the  high-pompous  and  high-founding  titles  you  take  notice  of, 
as  given  to  eaftern  princes,  arc  verbal  translations  of  the  lymbols  of  re- 
gal 
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gal  power,  executive  jufticc,  &c.  As  to  Homer,  we  know  little  about 
him ;  he  fcems  to  paint  exactly  from  the  life,  as  our  Shakefpeare  did* 
and  as  the  firft-rate  geniuses  will  always  do,  where  there  are  not  efta- 
blifhed  laws  of  criticifm,  to  which  they  muft  bend,  and  which  fet  up  a 
pattern  and  mode  to  work  by.  You  will  find  JEfchylus  an  hieroglyph!* 
cal,  fymbolical,  allegorical  writer  ;  his  works  fmell  of  Egypt,  and  the 
mythology  of  his  country.  Sophocles  faw  that  the  historical  mufe  of 
Herodotus  was  admired  ;  he  therefore  takes  a  more  middle  flight  be- 
tween hiftory  and  poetry.  Euripides  finds  his  countrymen  ft  ill  more 
refined,  and  is  a  moral  philofopher,  as  well  as  poet.  He  writes  to  So- 
crates, and  the  difciples  of  Socrates.  Something  of  the  pomp  and 
lnxury  of  an  Afiatic  poet's  defcriptions  certainly  arifes  from  the  wealth 
and  plenty  of  his  country,  and  the  difplay  of  gold  and  jewels,  and  the 
perfumes,  &c.  in  the  palaces  of  the  great.  Offian  exaggerates  only  the 
ftrength  and  valour  of  his  heroes,  and  the  beauty  of  his  women.  Aa 
poetry  profefTes  to  pleafe  and  furprife,  it  will  always  embellifh  and  mag- 
nify.    I.  241-43. 

This  is  marvellous  fine,  we  own,  and  very  satisfactory.  All  the 
billets-doux,  however,  of  those  learned  correspondents,  are  not  quite' 
so  lofty.  Sometimes  they  condescend  to  be  sentimental,  and  to  tell 
pretty  stories ;  and  then,  no  doubt,  they  are  still  more  ridiculous. 
Thus  Dr  Beattie  tells  a  silly  anecdote  of  somebody  having  seen  a 
pigeon  perch  on  the  head  of  Shakespeare's  statue  at  Stratford ;  to 
which  Mrs  Montagu  replies,  by  observing,  that '  any  bird  might 
have  been  a  symbol  of  Shakespeare, — the  gravity  and  deep  thought 
of  the  bird  of  wisdom, — the  sublime  flight  of  the  eagle  to  the 
starry  regions, '  &c. ;  and  Dr  Beattie,  unable  to  drop  €  the  pret- 
ty incident,'  as  they  tenderly  call  it,  rejoins  in  the  following 
passage,  which  is  of  a  quiet  and  mawkish  stupidity,  we  think, 
equal  to  any  thing  that  ever  fell  from  the  pen  of  Richardson's 
female  correspondents. 

'  I  have  not  yet  feen  the  verfes  on  Shakefpeare  and  the  dove.  One 
thing  I  am  certain  of,  which  is,  that  they  will  contain  nothing  fo  much 
to  the  purpofe,  or  fo  elegant,  as  what  you  have  faid  on  the  occafion, 
in  profe.  You  juftly  remark,  that  any  bird  of  character,  from  the 
eagle  to  the  fky-lark,  from  the  owl  to  the  mock-bird,  might  fymbolize 
with  one  or  other  of  the  attributes  of  that  univerfal  genius.  But  do 
not  you  think,  that  his  dove-like  qualities  are  among  thofe  on  which 
he  now  reflects  with  peculiar  complacency  I  And  I  thmk  it  could  be 
lhown,  from  many  things  in  his  writings,  that  he  refembled  the  dove, 
as  much  as  the  eagle. '     I.  394. 

We  are  compelled  to  notice  some  other  faults  in  these  letters, 
of  a  still  more  serious  nature.  We  allude  to  the  habitual  assen- 
tation and  exaggerated  compliments  with  which  the  author  seems 
to  have  addressed  all  his  wealthy  or  celebrated  correspondents  ; 
and  to  some  other  occasional  traits  of  meanness  which  suit  very  ill 
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with  the  lofty  pretensions  which  he.  now  and  then  makes  to  inde- 
pendence. 

We  have  no  objection  to  sprightly  compliments  to  a  lady,— 
though  she  should  be  opulent  and  stricken  in  years, — provided 
they  are  delivered  with  that  light  and  careless  air  which  gives 
them  grace  and  propriety  ;  but  such  elaborate  douceurs  as  occur  in 
the  following  letter  to  Mrs  Montagu,  look  too  much  like  adula- 
tion, and  are  humiliating  to  all  the  parties  concerned. 

*  Your  laft  letter,  of  the  5th  June,  reached  me  after  I  had  been 
fome  days  at  Peterhead,  endeavouring,  by  the  ufe  of  the  median*! 
waters  of  that  place,  to  (hake  off  this  hideous  indifpofition.  But  from 
that  water  I  did  not  receive  half  fo  ranch  benefit,  as  from  the  very 
agreeable  accounts  you  gave  me  of  your  health  and  fpirits.  I  congra- 
tulate you,  Madam,  and  nryfelf  on  your  recovery,  and  I  earneftly  pray 
it  may  be  permanent. 

*  Your  defcriptton  of  Tunbridge- wells  is  fo  very  lively,  that  I  think 
myieif  prefeot  in  every  part  of  it.  1  fee  your  hills,  your  cattle,  your 
carriages,  your  beaux  and  belles  blended  together  in  agreeable  confufioo. 
I  am  delighted  while  I  fympathize  with  the  feelings  of  thofe,  wbofe 
imagination  is  refrethed  and  araufcd,  by  the  plea  Gog  incongruities  of 
the  fcene,  and  whofe  health  and  fpirits  are  reftored  by  the  frefhnefs  of 
the  air,  and  the  virtues  of  the  fountain.  But  what  intercfh  and  de- 
lights me  moft  of  all,  and  more  than  words  can  etprefs,  it,  that  by  the 
eye  of  fancy  I  behold  you,  Madam,  looking  around  on  this  fcene  with 
an  afpe&,  in  which  all  your  native  benignity,  fprightlmefs,  and  har- 
mony of  foul  are  heightened,  with  every  decoration  that  beakh  and 
Cheerfulnefs  can  beftow.  '     I.  228-9. 

'  Your  moft  obliging  and  moft  excellent  letter,-  of  the  14th  current, 
bore  the  impreffion  of  Socrates  on  the  out6de,  but  judgment,  better 
than  that  of  Socrates,  fpoke  within.  He,  if  I  miftake  not,  piqued 
himfelf  on  having  conftantly  redded  in  Athens,  and  ufett  to  fay,  that 
be  found  no  inftru&ion  in  ftbneS  or  trees;  but  you,  Madam,  better 
/killed  in  the  human  heart,  and  more  thoroughly  acquainted  with  all 
its  fublimer  affections,  do  juftly  confider  that  quiet  which  the  country 
affords,  and  thofe  foothmg  and  elevating  fentiments,  which  "  rural 
fights  and  rural  founds  "  fo  powerfully  infpire,  as  neceflary  to  purify 
the  foul,  and  raife  it  to  the  contemplation  of  the  hxft  and  greateft  good. 
Yet,  I  think,  you  rightly  determine, '  &c.     I.  287-8, 

After  this,  the  reader  will  not  be  surprised  to  find  him-tell- 
iug  her,  €  My  models  of  English  are  Addison,  and  those  who 
write  like  Addison,  particularly  yourself  f  Madam,  and  Lord  Lyt- 
tleton.'  All  this,  however,  would  have  been  much  more  toler- 
able, if  it  had  only  beeri  a  commerce  of  mutual  flattery,  in  which 
both  parties  were  on  an  equal  footing ;  but  it  appears  clearly, 
that  Mrs  Montagu  sometimes  paid  this  praise  in  more  substantial 
coin ;  and  that  Beattie  thanked  her  for  it  with  a  lowliness  which  it 
grieves  us  to  see  in  a  man  of  letters  who  was  so  independent  of 
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patronage.  Mention  is  made,  more  than  once,  of  her  pecuniary 
benefactions  to  him  and  his  family  5  and  in  the  following  para- 
graph, he  has  degraded  himself  to  the  condition  of  a  starving 
pedagogue.  €  How  shall  I  thank  you,  Madam,  for  all  your  good- 
ness? Your  refusal  to  accept  of  any  indemnification  for  the  ex- 
pense of  my  advertisements,  is  a  new  instance  !  I  am  ashamed > 
and  know  not  what  to  say.  Dii  tibi — et  mens  sibi  conscia  recti% 
pramia  dignaferant !  * 

There  are  worse  traits  of  the  same  kind  in  the  book.  When 
he  was  soliciting  his  pension,  the  Dutchess  of  Portland,  who  had 
never  seen  him  before,  asked  him  to  accept  1001.  \  he  did  not 
take  it  indeed ;  but,  instead  of  resenting  the  insulting  offer  of 
charity  to  an  established  professor,  he  appears  to  have  declined 
it  witn  many  thanks,  and  ever  afterwards  to  have  regarded  the 
Dutchess  with  uncommon  veneration.  Samuel  Johnson,  when 
he  waft  starving  on  fourpence  a  day,  would  have  rejected  the 
alms  with  disdain.  The  most  humiliating  of  all  these  stories, 
however,  is  one  about  a  subscription  which  Lady  Mayne,  and 
some  of  her  friends,  had  set  on  foot  for  a  splendid  edition  of 
his  Essay,  by  which  they  thought  a  considerable  sum  might  be 
raised,  in  case  his  application  to  Government  should  prove  un- 
successful. After  it  was  erowned  with  success,  and  the  pension 
obtained,  it  appears  that  the  subscription  was  allowed  to  languish; 
and  Dr  Beattie  was  even  directly  warned  by  some  of  his  friends, 
that  it  would  have  an  appearance  of  great  meanness,  and  be  dis- 

Saceful  to  his  character,  if  it  were  still  allowed  to  go  on.  The 
octor,  however,  would  not  agree  to  drop  it.  He  wrote  a  long 
letter  in  answer  to  this  remonstrance,  setting  forth^  that  it  was  a 
private  thine,  and  not  projected  by  him,  but  by  his  friends  ;  that 
he  thought  it  honourable  to  him,  dec.  &c. ;  and,  at  last,  finding 
that  this  did  not  satisfy  his  more  scrupulous  correspondent,  he 
wrote  to  Lady  Mayne,  requesting,  that  since  such  misconstruc- 
tions existed,  *  no  entreaty  should  be  used  to  draw  in  subscribers^ 
and  that  they  who  make  objections  should  not  be  solicited  a  se- 
cond time  !  '  If  he  had  been  begging  fbr  a  widow  and  eight  or- 
phans, he  could  not  have  made  a  more  pitiful  concession. 

We  are  less  offended  with  the  silken  courtesy  of  all  his  addresses 
to  the  bishops  and  well  beneficed  clergymen  of  England,  in  whose 
palaces  and  parsonages  he  takes  his  repose,  and  the  dexterity  with 
which  he  selects  for  them  those  topics  on  which  he  must  have 
known  that  the  flattery  of  a  Scottish  philosopher  would  be  most  ac- 
ceptable. We,  for  our  own  parts,  are  still  so  national,  that  it  takes 
all  our  charity  to  believe  that  he  could  be  quite  sincere  in  his  praises 
of  the  pulpit  eloquence  of  England,  and  his  decided  preference  of 
their  plan  of  academical  education  to  our  own.    The  most  amusing 
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of  all  his  complimentary  productions,  however,  are  the  sentimental 
love-letters  which  he  addresses,  in  great  numbers,  to  the  Dutchess 
of  Gordon^  for  ten  or  twelve  years  of  his  life.  He  cautions  her 
against  her  excessive  love  of  solitude,  and  her  passion  for  moon- 
light wanderings  and  pensive  contemplation,— enlarges  upon  the 
dangers  of  indulging  in  extreme  sensibility, — and  exhorts  her  to 
moderate  her  passion  for  Young's  Night  Thoughts,  and  her  ami- 
able anxiety  for  her  husband  and  children  ! 

We  have  great  indulgence  for  the  vanity  of  an  author  \  and 
therefore,  we  say  nothing  of  the  manifold  false  judgments' 
which  Dr  Beattie  here  passes  in  his  own  favour ;  but  we  cannot 
quite  so  easily  forgive  the  affected  contempt  with  which  he  pre- 
tends to  speak  of  those  who  were  ranged  against  him  in  contro- 
versy, and  the  impatience  with  which  he  allows  even  his  own  as- 
sociates to  give  them  credit  for  any  sort  of  genius.  He  is  very 
angry  with  Dr  Reid  and  Dr  Campbell,  for  treating  Mr  Hume  as 
a  wnter  of  distinguished  abilities,  and  is  quite  out  of  humour 
with  Dr  Robertson,  for  praising  the  eloquence  and  accuracy  of 
Voltaire,  and  paying  some  compliments  to  Gibbon  and  Raynal  $ — 
for  himself,  he  openly  avows,  that  he  detests  the  principles  of 
those  infidel  writers,  and  «.  despises  their  talents,  *  This  would 
scarcely  go  down,  we  should  imagine,  even  among  the  blue  stock- 
ings of  Montagu  house  \  and  certainly  is  not  calculated  to  pro- 
duce any  vejry  favourable  impression  of  the  author's  judgment  or 
sincerity.  As  he  has  borrowed  the  whole  of  his  philosophy  from 
Dr  Reid,  he  might  have  submitted  to  take  his  opinion  of  the  ta- 
lents against  which  it  was  directed ;  and  really  should  not  have  let 
Miss  Hannah  More  and  Lord  Lyttleton  persuade  him  that  he  was 
entitled  to  talk  with  contempt  of  the  genius  of  Hume  and  Voltaire. 
With  the  same  supercilious  scorn  for  his  infidelity,  he  has  a 
girlish  admiration  of.  Rousseau,  and  places  him,  as  a  moral  phi- 
losopher, in  the  same  class  with  Bacon  and  Montesquieu.  He 
had  too  tender  a  heart !  he  says,  to  be  a  confirmed  infidel,  and 
was  led  into  scepticism  by  the  bad  company  which  he  kept  at 
Paris  !  The  perusal  of  these  letters,  in  short,  has  not  often  ex- 
alted our  ideas  of  Dr  Beattie's  Intellectual  attainments  ;  and  has 
certainly  brought  .to  light  some  flaws  in  his  moral  character, 
which  his  friends  would  have  acted  more  discreetly  in  allowing 
to  descend  to  oblivion. 

We  have  not  left  ourselves  much  room  to  estimate  the  general 
merits  of  his  various  publications  j  but,  as  they  are  all  analyzed 
and  extolled  in  the  work  before  us,  it  is  necessary,  before  dis- 
missing it*  to  say  something  on  the  subject. 

The  work  which  makes  the  greatest  figure,  and  was  certainly 
the  first  foundation  of  the  author's  celebrity,  is  the  '  Essay  on 
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the  Nature  and  Immutability  of  Truth, '  on  which  such  unmea- 
sured praises  are  bestowed,  both  by  the  present  biographer,  and 
by  all  the  author's  male  and  female  correspondents,  that  it  is  with 
difficulty  we  can  believe  that  they  are  speaking  of  the  perform- 
ance which  we  have  just  been  wearying  ourselves  with  looking 
over.  That  the  author's  intentions  were  good,  and  his  convic- 
tion sincere,  we  entertain  not  the  least  doubt  •,  but  that  the  me- 
rits of  his  book  have  been  prodigiously  overrated,  we  think,  is 
equally  undeniable.  It  contains  absolutely  nothing,  in  the  na- 
ture of  argument,  that  had  not  been  previously  stated  by  Dr  Reid 
in  his  Inquiry  into  the  Human  Mind  ;  and,  in  our  opinion,  in  a 
much  clearer  and  more  unexceptionable  form.  As  to  the  merits 
of  that  philosophy,  we  have  already  taken  occasion,  in  two  se- 
parate places,  #  to  submit  our  opinion  to  the  judgment  of  our 
readers  ;  and,  after  having  settled  our  accounts  with  Mr  Stewart 
and  Dr  Reid,  we  really  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  enter  the 
lists  again  with  Dr  Beattie.  Whatever  may  be  the  excellence  of 
the  common-sense  school  of  philosophy,  he  certainly  has  no  claim 
to  the  honours  of  a  founder.  He  invented  none  of  it  j  and  it  is 
very  doubtful  with  us,  whether  he  ever  rightly  understood  the  prin- 
ciples upon  which  it  is  rested.  It  is  unquestionable,  at  least,  that 
he  has  exposed  it  to  considerable  disadvantage,  and  embarrassed 
its  more  enlightened  supporters,  by  the  misplaced  confidence1 
with  which  he  has  urged  some  propositions,  and  the  fallacious 
and  fantastic  illustrations  by  which  he  has  aimed  at  recommend- 
ing them. 

His  confidence  and  his  inaccuracy,  however,  might  have  been 
easily  forgiven.  Every  one  has  not  the  capacity  of  writing  philo- 
sophically •,  but  every  one  may  at  least  be  temperate  and  candid  9 
and  Dr  Beattie's  book  is  still  more  remarkable  for  being  abusive 
and  acrimonious,  than  for  its  defects  in  argument  or  originality. 
There  are  no  subjects,  however,  in  the  wide  field  of  human  spe- 
culation, upon  which  such  vehemence  appears  more  groundless 
and  unaccountable,  than  the  greater  part  of  those  which  hav£ 
served  Dr  Beattie  for  topics  of  declamation  or  invective. 

His  first  great  battle  is  about  ihe  real  existence  of  external  ob- 
jects. The  sceptics  say,  that  perception  is  merely  an  act  or  af- 
fection of  the  mind,  and  consequently  might  exist  without  any 
external  cause.  It  is  a  sensation  or  affection  of  the  mind,  indeed, 
which  consists  in  the  apprehension  and  belief  of  such  external 
existences  ;  but  being  in  itself  a  phenomenon  purely  mental,  it  i9 
a  mere  supposition  or  conjecture  to  hold  that  there  are  any  such 
existences,  by  whose  operation  it  is  produced.  It  is  impossible, 
therefore,  to  bring  any  evidence  for  the  existence  of  material  obv 
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f  vli-Ji  :*  admitted  to  be 

.  rijyev  he  received  as  sach  evi 
10  -t  -r.-  ?r:«*Tcir  cf  this  belief,  a 

or.  -.-netta  of  dreaming  and 
,  t  -  *t  perception,  as  characterized  by 

»  r.o  external  object.     Dr  Beattir  answer^ 
nere  existence  of  this  msrinctJTe  and  i 
:  *eii:ty  of  external  objects,  k  a 
:  tbr.-ir  reality;  that  nature  meant  us  to  be 
d  tLa  we  cannot  call  it  in  question,  wkhnmt 
t  absurdities. 
:  pure,  and  a  pretty  correct  summary  of  the 
sices  ot  the  question.     But  is  there  any  thing 
j  the  ceiling  of  names,  or  tbe  violation  of  de- 
_ r^nts  ?     The  question  is,  of  all  other  qnes- 
ted,  the  most  purely  and  entirely  sperola- 
:  .T.r.scted  from  any  practical  or  moral  con- 
rhat  Lerkeley  has  written  on  the  subject,  k 
.  .Ifui  1LS12CJ  to  pretend  that  die  cmduct  cf  men 
it  degree  airected  by  the  opinions  they  enter- 
:istencc  or  non-existence  of  matter.     The  system 
\  iat:  r,  leaves  all  our  sensations  and  percep- 
xid  en; ire  ;  and  as  it  is  by  these,  and  by  these 
tdnct  Ls  guided,  it  is  evident  that  k  can  nerer  be 
a  that  system.     The  whole  dispute  is  a- 
f  our  perceptions  ;  which  the  one  party 
i  cf  external  bodies,  and  the  other  to  the  in- 
sct  of  some  mental  energy.     It  is  a  question  a* 
•  ;  it  nerer  can  be  decided ;  and  as  its  decision  is 
;nt  and  immaterial  to  any  practical  purpose,  so, 
expected  that  the  discussion  should  be  con- 
ducted without  virulence  or  abuse. 

e  next  grand    dispute  is.  about  the  evidence  of  memory. 
The  sceptics  will  have  it,  that  we  are  sure  of  nothing  but  our  pre- 
sent sensations  ;  and  that,  though  these  are  sometimes  character- 
ised by  an  impression  and  belie/ that  other  sensatioos-did  formerly 
exist,  we  cm  have  no  evidence  of  the  justice  of  this  belief,  nor 
any  certainty  that  this  illusive  conception  of  former   sensation, 
which  we  call  memory,  may  not  be  an  original  affection  of  our 
minds.     The  orthodox  philosophers,  on  the  other  hand,  main- 
tain, that  the  instinctive  reliance  we  have  on  memory  is  complete 
dsfactory  proof  of  its  accuracy ;  that  it  is  absurd  to  ask 
e  grounds  of  this  belief;  and  that  we  cannot  call  it  in  que* 
without  manifest  inconsistency.      The  same  observations 
re  made  on  the  argument  for  the  existence  of  matter,  apply 
also  to  tim  goauoversy.    It  it  purely  speeujative,  and  without 
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application  to  any  practical  conclusion.  The  sceptics  do  not  de- 
ny that  they  remember  like  other  people,  and,  consequently,  that 
tney  have  an  indestructible  belief  in  past  events  or  existences. 
All  the  question  is  about  the  origin^  or  the  justice  of  this  belief ; — 
whether  it  arise  from  Such  events  having  actually  happened  before, 
or  from  some  original  affection  of  the  mind,  which  is  attended 
with  that  impression. 

The  argument,  as  commonly  stated  by  the  sceptics,  leads  only 
to  a  negative  or  Sceptical  conclusion.  It  amounts  only  to  this, 
that  the  present  sensation,  which  we  call  memory,  affords  no  evi- 
dence of  past  existence ;  and  that  for  any  thing  that  can  be  provea 
to  the  contrary,  nothing  of  what  we  remember  may  have  existed. 
We  think  this  undeniably  true  ;  and  so  we  believe  did  Dr  Beat- 
tie.  He  thought  it  also  very  uselesss  ;  and  we  agree  with  him  : 
but  he  thought  it  very  wicked,  and  very  despicably  silly ;  inid  there 
We  cannot  agree  witn  him  at  all.  It  is  a  very  pretty  and  ingeni- 
ous puzzle, — affords  a  very  useful  mortification  to  human  reason, 
— and  leads  us  to  that  state  of  philosophical  wonder  and  perplex- 
ity m  'which  we  feel  our  own  helplessness,  and  in  which  we 
ought  to  feel  the  impropriety  of  all  dogmatism  or  arrogance  in 
reasoning  upon  such  subjects.  This  is  the  only  use  arid  the  on- 
ly meaning  of  such  sceptical  speculations.  It  is  altogether  un- 
fair, and  indeed  absurd,  to  suppose  that  their  authors  could  ever 
mean  positively  to  maintain  that  we  should  try  to  get  the  better 
of  any  reliance  on  our  memories,  or  that  they  themselves  really 
doubted  more  than  other  people  as  to  the  past  realitv  of  the  things 
they  remembered.  The  very  arguments  they  use,  indeed,  to 
show  that  the  evidence  of  memory  may  be  fallacious,  prove,  com- 
pletely, that  they  relied  implicitly  on  the  accuracy  of  that  faculty. 
If  they  were  not. sure  that  they  recollected  the  premises  of  their 
reasoning,  it  is  evidently  impossible  they  should  ever  have  drawn 
their  conclusion.  If  they  did  not  believe  that  they  had  seen  the 
books  they  answered,  it  is  impossible  they  should  have  set  about 
answering  them. 

The  truth  is,  however,  that  all  men  have  a  practical  and 
irresistible  belief  both  in  the  existence  cf  matter,  and  in  the 
accuracy  of  memory ;  and  that  no  sceptical  writer  ever  meant 
or  expected  to  destroy  this  practical  belief  in  other  persons. 
AU  that  they  aimed  at  was  to  show  their  own  ingenuity, 
and  the  narrow  limits  of  the  human  understanding, — to  point 
out  a  curious  distinction  between  the  evidence  of  immediate 
consciousness,  and  that  of  perception  or  memory, — and  to 
shew  that  there  was  a  kind  of  logical  or  argumentative  possibility^ 
that  the  objects  of  the  latter  faculties  might  have  no  existence. 
There  never  was  any  danger  of  their  persuading  men  to  distrust 
their  senses  or  their  memory  j  nor  can  they  be  rationally  suspect- 
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cvl  of  such  an  intention ;  on  the  contrary,  they  necessarily  took 
for  granted  the  instinctive  and  indestructible  belief  for  which  they 
found  it  so  difficult  to  account.  Their  whole  reasonings  consist 
of  an  attempt  to  explain  that  admitted  fact,  and  to  ascertain  the 
grounds  upon  which  that  belief  depends.  In  the  end,  they  agree 
with  their  adversaries  that  these  grounds  cannot  be  ascertained : 
and  the  only  difference  between  them  is,  that  the  adversary  main- 
tains that  they  need  no  explanation ;  while  the  sceptic  insists  that 
the  want  of  it  still  leaves  a  possibility  that  the  belief  may  be  fal- 
lacious, and  at  any  rate  establishes  a  distinction  in  degree  be- 
tween the  primary  evidence  of  consciousness,  which  it  is  impos- 
sible to  distrust  without  a  contradiction,  and  the  secondary  evi- 
dence of  perception  and  memory,  which  may  be  clearly  conceiv- 
ed to  be  erroneous. 

To  this  extent,  we  are  clearly  of  opinipn  that  the  sceptics 
are  right ;  and  though  the  value  of  the  discovery  certainly  is 
as  small  as  possible,  we  are  just  as  well  satisfied  that  its 
consequences  are  perfectly  harmless.  Their  reasonings  are 
about  as  ingenious  and  as  innocent  as  some  of  those  which 
have  been  employed  to  establish  certain  strange  paradoxes  as  to 
the  nature  of  motion,  or  the  infinite  divisibility  of  matter.  The 
argument  is  perfectly  logical  and  unanswerable  \  and  yet  no  man 
in  his  senses  can  admit  the  conclusion.  Thus,  it  can  be  strictly 
demonstrated,  that  the  swiftest  moving  body  can  never  overtake 
the  slowest  which  is  before  it  at  the  commencement  of  the  mo- 
tion ;  or,  in  the  words  of  the  original  problem,  that  the  swift- 
footed  Achillas,  could  never  overtake  a  snail  that  had  a  few  yards 
the  start  of  him.  The  reasoning  upon  which  this  valuable  pro- 
position is  founded*  does  not  admit,  we  believe,  of  any  direct 
confutation  ;  and  yet  there  are  few,  we  believe,  who,  upon  the 
faith  of  it,  would  take  a  bet  as  to  the  result  of  such  a.  race.  The 
sceptical  reasonings  as  to  the  mind  lead  to  no  other  practical  con- 
clusions ;  and  may  be  answered  or  acquiesced  in  with  the  same 
good  nature. 

Such,  however,  are  the  chief  topics  which  Dr  Beattie  has  dis- 
cussed in  this  Essay,  with  a  vehemence  of  temper,  and  an  impo- 
tence of  reasoning,  equally  surprising  and  humiliating  to  the 
cause  of  philosophy.  The  subjects  we  have  mentioned  occupy 
the  greater  part  of  this  Essay,  and  are  indeed  almost  the  only 
ones  to  which  its  title  at  all  applies.  Yet  we  think  it  must  be 
already  apparent,  that  there  is  nothing  whatsoever  in  the  doc- 
trines he  opposes,  to  call  down  his  indignation,  or  to  justify  his 
abuse.  That  there  are  other  doctrines  in  some  of  the  books 
which  he  has  aimed  at  confuting,  which  would  justify  the  most 
opposition  of  every  friend  to  religion,  we  readily  admit ; 
but  thes*'  have  no  necessary  dependence  on  the  general  specula- 
tive 
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tive  scepticism  to  which  we  have  now  been  alluding,  and  will 
be  best  refuted  by  those  who  lay  all  that  general  reasoning  entire- 
ly out  of  consideration.  Mr  Hume's  theory  of  morals,  which, 
when  rightly  understood,  we  conceive  to  be  both  salutary  and 
true,  certainly  has  no  connexion  with  his  doctrine  of  ideas  and 
impressions ;  and  the  great  question  of  liberty  and  necessity, 
which  Dr  Beattie  has  settled,  by  mistaking,  throughout,  the  power 
of  doing  what  we  will,  for  the  power  of  willing  without  motives, 
evidently  depends  upon  considerations  altogether  separate  from 
the  nature  and  immutability  of  truth.  It  has  always  appeared  to 
us,  indeed,  that  too  much  importance  has  been  attached  to  the- 
ories of  morals,  and  to  speculations  on  the  sources  of  approbation. 
Our  feelings  of  approbation  and  disapprobation,  and  the  moral 
distinctions  which  are  raised  upon  them,  -axe  farts  which 'no  theo- 
ry can  alter,  although  it  rnay  rail  to  explain.  While  these  facts 
remain,  they  must  regulate  the  conduct,  and  affect  the  happiness 
of  mankind,  whether  they  are  well  or  ill  accounted  for  by  the 
theories  of  philosophers.  It  is  the  same  nearly  with  regard  to  the 
controversy  about  cause  and  effect.  It  does  not  appear  to  us  that 
Mr  Hume  ever  meant  to  deny  the  existence  of  such  a  relation, 
or  of  the  relative  idea  of  power.  He  has  merely  given  a  new 
theory  as  to  its  genealogy  or  descent ;  and  detected  some  very 
gross  inaccuracies  in  the  opinions  and  re^onings  which  were  for- 
merly prevalent  on  that  subject. 

If  Dr  Beattie  had  been  able  to  refute  these  doctrine*,  we  cannot 
help  thinking  that  he  would  have  done  it  with  more  temper  and 
moderation  ;  and  disdained  to  court  popularity  by  60  much  ful- 
some cant  about  common  sense,  virtue  and  religion,  and  his  con* 
tempt  and  abhorrence  for  infidels,  sophists,  and  metaphysicians  ; 
by  such  babyish  interjections,  as  *  fy  on  it !  fy  on  it ! ' — such  tri- 
umphant exclamations,  as,  *  say,  ye  candid  and  intelligent ! y — or 
such  terrific  addresses,  as,  '  ye  traitors  to  human  kind  I  ye  mur- 
derers of  the  human  soul ! ' — c  vain  hypocrites  !  perfidious  pro- 
fligates ! '  and  a  variety  of  other  embellishments,  as  dignified  as 
original  in  a  philosophical  and  argumentative  treatise.  The 
truth  is,  that  the  Essay  acquired  its  popularity,  partly  from  the 
indifference  and  dislike  which  has  long  prevailed  in  England,  as 
to  metaphysical  inquiries  ;  partly  from  the  perpetual  appeal  which 
it  affects  to  make  from  philosophical  subtlety  to  common  sense ; 
and  partly  from  the  accidental  circumstances  of  the  author.  It 
was. a  great  matter  for  the  orthodox  scholars  of  the  south,  who 
knew  little  pf  metaphysics  themselves,  to  get  a  Scotch  professor 
of  philosophy  to  take  up  the  gauntlet  in  their  behalf.  The  con- 
tempt with  which  he  chose  to  speak  of  his  antagonists  was  the 
very  tone  which  they  wished  to  be  adopted ;  and,  $ome  of  them, 
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imposed  on  by  the  confidence  of  las  manner,  and  some  resolved 
to  give  it  all  chances  of  imposing  on  others,  they  joined  in  one 
clamour  of  approbation,  and  proclaimed  a  triumph  for  a  mere 
rash  skirmisher,  while  the  leader  of  the  battle  was  still  doubtful 
of  the  victory.  The  book,  thus  dandled  into  popularity  by  bi- 
shops and  good  ladies,  contained  many  pieces  of  nursery  elo- 
quence, and  much  innocent  pleasantry  :  it  was  not  fatiguing  te 
the  understanding  j  and  read  less  heavily,  on  the  whole,  than 
most  of  the  Sunday  library.  In  consequence  of  all  these  recom- 
mendations, it  ran  through  various  editions,  and  found  its  wav 
into  most  well  regulated  families ;  and,  though  made  Up  of  such 
stuff,  as  we  really  believe  no  grown  man  who  had  ever  thought 
of  the  subject  could  possibly  go  through  without  nausea  and 
compassion,  still  retains  its  place  among  the  meritorious  per- 
formances, by  which  youthful  minds  are  to  be  purified  and  invi- 
gorated. We  shall  hear  no  more  of  it,  however,  among  those 
who  have  left  college. 

We  turn  with  pleasure  from  Dr  Beattie's  philosophy  to  his 
poetry  ;  though  this  is  by  no  means  of  the  highest  order.  There 
is  a  degree  of  tenderness  and  solemnity  in  some  passages  of  the 
Minstrel,  that  recommend  it  irresistibly  to  all  good  minds;  and 
Some  specimens  of  large  and  animated  description,  which  belong 
to  the  higher  order  of  poetry  :  but  there  is,  in  general,  an  air  of 
feebleness  and  constraint,  both  in  the  diction  and  conception, 
that  continually  destroys  the  illusion  of  inspiration,  and,  instead 
of  the  fine  enchantments  of  fancy,  shows  us  the  laborious  artist, 
with  all  his  scholastic  tools  about  him,  exhausting  himself  in  vain 
efforts  of  imitation.  There  is  throughout  a  miserable  barrenness 
of  invention,  much  disjointed  and  misphced  composition,  and 
innumerable  patches  of  silliness,  pedantry,  and  vulgarity.  His 
other  poems  are  scarcely  deserving  of  notice.  The  Battle  of  the 
Pigmies  and  Cranes  is  by  far  the  best  versified  j  and  shows  a 
freer  use  of  poetical  language  than  any  of  his  other  compositions. 
The  Hermit  is  also  very  smooth  and  mellifluous  j  the  odes  and 
elegies  are  laborious  reading  ;  and  the  pieces  in  which  he  has 
siimed  at  pleasantry,  are  beyond  all  endurance  abominable.-  The 
later  editions  of  his  poems  are  improved  by  the  omission  of 
much  trash  -,  but  a  reader  of  any  nerves  must  still  look  with  hor- 
ror on  a  volume,  which  may  assail  him  on  its  opening  with  such 
verses  as  these. 

*  A  Spaniard  reach'd  the  moon,  upborne  by  gecfe  ; 

(Then  firlt  'twas  known  that  lhe  was  made  of  clieefe.) 

A  tiddler,  on  a  filh,  ti»ro'  wi.\vs  advai  c'd  ; 

He  twang' d  his  catgut,  ai:d  the  dolphiu  dane'd. 

Hags  ride  on  brootr.fticks  ;—  luatU  u  ^cits  on  clouds  ; 

Ladies,  on  n.ms  ai.d  bulk,  have  dar'd  the  floods. 

Much 
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Much  famM  the  (hoe  Jack  Giant-killer  wore  ; 

And  Fortunatus'  hat  is  famM  much  more. 

Such  vehicles  were  common  ones  no  doubt ; 

But  modern  verfemen  mult  e'en  trudge  on  foot.  '  &c. 
It  is  as  a  writer  of  essays,  critical  aud  philologic.il,  that  \rj 
think  Dr  Beattie  most  uniformly  excellent.  Tlrere  is  much  a- 
cuteness,  neatness, -and  delicacy  in  many  of  these  performances. 
They  are  written  in  a  very  pleasing  and  popular  style  5  general  iy 
elegant,  and  always  perspicuous  and  flowing.  His  judgment  of 
authors  is  commonly  correct  and  candid  j  his  illustrations  lively 
and  amusing ;  and  his  praises  bestowed  with  considerable  ele- 
gance and  felicity  of  expression.  There  is  much  more  originality 
m  those  works,  tnan  in  any  of  his  other  productions  5  and  though 
occasionally  feeble  and  affected,  they  entitle  him,  we  think,  to 
the  praise  of  the  most  pleasing  and  ingenious  writer  on  the 
Belles  Lettres  of  his  day.  By  an  extraordinary  fatality,  they  are 
less  heard  of  than  any  of  his  other  writings  \  and  his  reputation 
is  commonly  rested,  we  must  think  very  injudiciously,  upon  per- 
formances, which  must  ultimately  take  their  station  in  the  third 
and  fourth  ranks  of  literary  excellence. 


Art.  XIII.  A  Letter  on  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade,  addressed 
to  the  Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Yorkshire.  By  W. 
Wilberforce  Esq.  8vo.  pp.  396.  London.  Cadell  &  Davies. 
1807. 

Tt  is  with  very  sincere  pleasure,  that  we  congratulate  our  read- 
■*  ers  on  the  final  and  complete  triumph  of  the  great  cause,  so 
often  pleaded  in  this  Journal  \  and  which  we  have  had  the  satis- 
faction of  bringing  forward,  upon  every  lawful  occasion,  from 
the  commencement  of  our  undertaking  to  the  present  day.  #  Of 
late,  indeed,  conceiving  that  the  merits  of  the  question  were  suf- 
ficiently known,  we  have  only  noticed  such  new  matter  as  oc- 
curred from  time  to  time  ;  and  having  thus  followed  the  progress 
of  the  abolition  historically,  our  labour?  would  be  incomplete 
were  we  to  pass  over  the  present  opportunity  of  bringing  this 
great  subject  once  more  before  our  readers,  nappily  in  its  very 
last  stage,  and,  we  may  be  permitted  to  hope,  for  the  last  time. 
The  interesting  publication  of  Mr  Wilberforce,  the  distinguished 
leader  in  the  contest,  was  the  last  work  of  any  note  that  appear- 
ed before  its  termination.     As  such,  it  claims  our  attention,  pre- 

N  4-  vious 

♦  See  No.  I.  Art.  XXI. 
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irious  to  the  remarks  with  which  we  purpose  to  close  Our  humble 
efforts  in  this  department. 

Mr  Wilberforce  has  exhibited,  in  the  shape  of  an  address  to 
his  constituents,  a  very  full  and  faithful  view  of  the  whole  argu- 
ments which  bear  upon  the  question  of  the  slave  trade.  He 
takes  it  up  in  Africa,  and  describes  at  length  the  evils  which  this 
nefarious  traffic  has  entailed  upon  that  continent  He  examines 
minutely  the  grounds  on  which  his  adversaries  have  disputed  the 
evidence  of  the  abolitionists;  exposes  the  misrepresentations 
which  have  enabled  them  to  blind  and  to  mislead  me  public  up- 
pn  these  points ;  and  shows,  by  a  full  discussion  of  the  proof, 
not  only  that  it  preponderates  on  the  side  of  abolition,  but  that, 
when  rightly  sifted,  its  whole  weight  Iks  there.  By  a  similar 
examination  of  the  evidence,  relating  both  to  the  middle  passage 
and  the  West  Indian  branch  of  the  subject,  he  extends  his  conclu- 
sions to  those  points  also  \  and  handles,  in  detail,  and  with  irre- 
sistible force,  the  various  arguments,  whereby  the  abolitionists 
prove,  from  the  mouths  of  the  slave  traders  themselves,  that  the 
prosperity  of  our  marine,  and  the  safety  of  our  colonies,  require 
the  extinction  of  the  traffic,  as  plainly  as  those  common  feelings 
of  humanity  and  justice  on  which  it  has  been  a  constant  out-* 
rage.  " 

To  afiert  that,  in  the  courfe  of  this  exposition,  our  author  has 
not  adduced  many  new  arguments,  or  even  many  novel  yiuftratjons 
of  his  fubje&,  would  be  only  to  remind  the  reader,  that  Mr  Wil- 
berforce is  here  repeating  in  print  what  he  has  by  hi3  parlia- 
mentary labours  already  laid  before  the  country.  We  have  learned 
thefe  things  from  him  upon  former  occafions,  otherwife  we  (hpuld 
prize  them  for  their  novelty  as  much  as  for  their  importance. 
Yet  great  talents  will  every  now  and  then  throw  new  light,  even 
upon  topics  which  their  own  efforts  had  long  ago  rendered  trite. 
And,  fo  much  more  inexhauftible  is  a  man's  genius  than  the  moft 
extenfive  fubieft  to  which  he  can  apply  it,  that,  when  new  fa&a 
and  arguments  are  no  longer  to  be  found,  after  nineteen  or  twenty 
years  of  conftant  difcuflion,  we  (hall  find  him  ftriking  out  fome 
happy  and  unexpected  view  of  the  moil  familiar  things.  This 
we  have  frequently  experienced  in  perufing  the  tra£r>  now  before 
us. ,  It  not  only  gives  a  luminous  ftatement  of  all  the  known  ar- 
guments for  the  abolition,  with  a  careful  expofition  of  the  evi- 
dence on  both  Odes,  but  it  contains  feveral  happy  allufions  and 
remarks,  which  diffufe  a  new  light  over  fome  of  tne  bed  known 
parts  of  the  queftion,  and  make  us  for  a  while  forget  that  we  had 
feen  them  before. 

We  confider  this  publication  as  valuable  in  another  point  of 
view.    Mr  Wilberforce  is  certainly  one  of  the  moft  eloquent 
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fpeakers  of  whom,  alas !  our  fenate  can  now  boaft.  His  pam- 
phlet is  a  written  fpeech  ;  and,  with  mod  of  the  defe&s,  retains 
many  of  the  beauties  which  eminently  diftinguifh  his  oratory. 
His  ftyle  is  eafy  and  flowing  \  rather  clear  than  condenfed ;  alto- 

Sther  free  from  bombaft,  and,  indeed,  from  any  ornament  of  a 
tfe  tafte ;  never  failing  to  reach  what  it  attempts,  though  it  may 
not  often  point  at  the  higheft  marks ;  varying  with  the  nature  of 
the  topics,  and,  from  being  fo  natural,  void  of  what  is  called 
*  manner ; '  almoft  always  animated,  and  its  ftrength  chiefly  im- 
paired by  want  of  correcting  and  curtailing.  It  is  the  manner  of 
one  who  has  written  little  and  fpoken  much,  who  has  always 
ftudied  his  fubjeft  more  than  his  oratory,  who  now  makes  a  fpeech 
to  his  amanuenfis,  and  has  it  printed  without  a  careful  revifaL 
Such,  indeed,  we  prcfume  to  be,  in  a  good  meafure,  the  faft  ; 
and,  even  if  verbal  criticifm  were  not  out  of  the  queftion  on  this 
occafion,  the  unavoidable  hade  in  which  we  conceive  the  pam- 
phlet mud  have  been  prepared,  would  be  an  ample  excufe  for 
many  more  inaccuracies  than  we  have  difcovered  in  its  compofition. 

We  (hall  extra&  one  or  two  paiTages  which  ftruck  us  in  the 
perufal, — premifing  that  little  more  man  the  merits  of  the  ftyle 
can  be  eltimated  by  any  fuch  fpecimens  ;  for  the  chief  excellence 
of  the  work  confifts  in  the  acutenefs  with  which  the  evidence  is 
commented  upon,  the  uniform  foundnefs  of  the  author's  vjcws, 
both  on  his  own  fubje&  and  on  queftions  incidentally  conne&ed 
with  it,  and  the  unabating  vigilance  which  he  (hews  in  taking  up 
every  little  point  that  comes  acrofs  him,  and  turning  it  to  his  ob- 
je£t,  without  breaking  down  the  body  of  his  argument.  Thefe 
things  can  only  be  judged  of  by  a  perufal  of  the  whole  traft. 
The  livelinefs  of  manner,  by  which  he  keeps  our  attention  awake 
for  an  unnoceflary  length  of  time  on  a  very  beaten  fubjed,  may 
be  feen  in  fuch  pafiages  as  the  following. 

After  citing  various  ftatements  from  Mr  Long's  Hiftory  of  Ja- 
maica, to  prove  that  this  author  viewed  the  negroes  as  a  race  of 
men  radically  inferior  to  the  whites,  he  continues, 

•  Such  is  Mr  Long's  portrait  of  the  negro  chara&cr ;  fuch  was  the 
ftate  of  contempt  into  which  the  whole  race  had  fallen,  in  the  eftiroa- 
tion  of  thofe  who  bad  known  them  chiefly  in  that  condition  of  wretch- 
edocfs  and  degradation  into  which  a  long  continued  courfe  of  flavery 
had  deprefied  them.  Can  any  thing  (hew  more  clearly,  with  what  ftrong 
prejudices  again  ft  the  negro  race,  the  minda  not  only  of  low  uneducated 
men,  but  of  a  Weft  Indian,  whofe  authority  is  great,  and  whofe  name 
(lands  high  among  his  countrymen,  were,  fome  years  ago  at  leaft,  infect- 
ed ?  Confequcntly  they  prove  with  what  fpirit  and  temper,  even  well- 
informed  men,  among  the  colonift*,  entered  on  the  conGderation  of  the 
various  queftions  involved  in  the  large  and  complicated  difcuflion  con- 
cerning the  abolitioq  pf  the  Slave  Trade, 

*  But 
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<  But  the  fubjeft  is  of  the  very  firft  importance  in  another  new ;  for 
it  is  a  truth  fo  clear,  that  it  would  be  a  mere  wade  of  time  to  pro?*  it 
in  detail— that  our  eftimate  of  the  intellectual  and  moral  qualities,  of 
the  natural  and  acquired  temper*,  and  feelings,  and  habits,  of  any  daft 
oUr  fellow  creatures,  will  determine  our  judgment  as  to  what  it  neceflary 
t  o  their  happinefs,  and  ItiU  more  as  to  the  treatment  they  may  reafon- 
ably  claim  at  our  hands.  Now  lee  it  be  remembered,  the  author,  whofe 
account  pf  the  Africans  has  been  juft  laid  before  yog,  waa  the  very  beft 
informed  of  thofe  on  whofe  views  and  feelings,  refpecting  the  negroes, 
our  opponents  would  have  had  us  entirely  rely.  .  Muft  not  the  repre- 
feotatioos  of  fuch  witnefles  againft  the  negroes  be  received  with  large 
abatement,  and  ought  we  not  to  leod  ourielves  to  their  fuggeftians  with 

ifiderable  diffidence  ?  What  judgment  would  they  be  likely  to  form 
of  the  consideration  to  which,  whether  in  Africa,  on  (hip-board,  or  in 
the  Weft  Indies,  the  negro  (laves  were  entitled?  By  how  fcanty  a 
meafure  would  their  comforts  be  difpenfed  to  them  !  And  when,  in 
anfwer  to  our  inquiries,  we  were  aflured  that  in  thefe  feveral  fituations, 
their  treatment  was  fujficiently  mild  and  humane,  and  that  due  attention 
was  paid  to  their  wants  and  feelings,  might  we  not  reasonably  receive 
thefe  a  durances  with  fome  refer  ve,  on  calling  to  mind  that  they  pro- 

ded  from  pcrfons  whofe  eftimate  of  fujficiency  was  drawn  from  their 

calculations  of  what   was  due  to  the  wants  and  feelings,  the  pleafures 

-  I  paint  of  a  being  little  above  the  brute  creation  ;  not  of  a  being  of 

talents  and  pafllobs,  of  anticipations  and  recollections,  of  facial  and  do- 

ftic  feelings  fimilar  to  our  own  ? "     p.  61.  62* 

The  above  paffage  alfo  draws,  from  a  well  known  topic,  a  new 
illuftration  of  the  fubje&,  and  (kilfully  turns  againft  the  adverfary, 
fome  of  his  own  fa&s,  in  an  unexpected  way.  The  next  example 
which  we  (hall  take,  places  fome  of  the  prevailing  prejudices  re- 
fpefting  Africa  in  a  new  and  ftrong  light.  He  (hews,  by  a  gene- 
ral hiftorical  (ketch,  that  while  other  nations  were  communicating 
to  each  other  the  bleffings  of  civilization,  and  while  no  real  pro- 
^refs  was  ever  made  by  any  one,  except  by  intercourfe  with 
others,  Africa  was  left  to  itfclf,  and  had  only  fuch  a  communica- 
tion with  the  reft  of  the  world  as  tended  to  perpetuate  its  bar- 
bar  ifm. 

*  It  may  therefore  be  boldly  affirmed,  that  the  interior,  to  which 
may  be  added  the  weftern  coaft  of  Africa  to  the  fouth  of  the  great  de- 
fcrt,  never  enjoyed  any  of  that  intercourfe  with  more  polifhed  nations, 
without  which  no  nation  on  earth  is  known  ever  to  have  attained  to  any 
high  degree  of  civilization  ;  and  that,  contemptuoufly  a9  we  and  the 
other  civilized  nations  of  Europe  now  fpeak  of  the  Africans,  had  we 
been  left  in  their  fituation,  we  (hould  probably  have  been  not  more  ci- 
vilized than  themfelvcs. 

<  Let  the  cafe  be  put,  that  the  interior  of  Africa  had  been  made  bf 
the  Almighty  the  cradle  of  the  world — that  ifluing  thence,  inftead  of 
from  the  north-weftcm  part  of  Afia,  the  feveral  dreams  of  nations  hai 
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pervaded  and  fettled  the  whole  of  that  cxtenfive  continent — that  the 
banks  of  the  Niger,  not  lefs  fertile  than  thofe  of  the  Euphrates  or  the 
Ntler  had  been  the  feat  of  the  iirft  great  empire— that  the  kingdoms  of 
Totabu&oo  and  Houfla  had  been  the  Affyria  and  Egypt  of  Africa* 
and  that  the  arts  and  (ciences  had  been  communicated  to  a  clufter  of 
little  independent  dates,  and,  under  the  fame  favourable  circumftances, 
bad  been  carried  to  the  fame  heights  of  excellence  as  that  which  they 
attained  in  European  Greece-— that  thefe  had  been  however  in  their 
turn  fwailowed  up,  together  with  the  whole  of  that  vaft  continent,  by 
the  arms  of  a  fingle  nation,  the  Romans  of  Africa,  under  the  (helter  of 
whofe  eftablifbed  dominion  the  various  nations  throughout  that  fpacious 
extent,  enjoying  the  blcflings  of  civil  order  and  fecurity,  the  natural 
confequence  had  followed,  that  in  every  quarter  the  arts  and  feiences 
had  fprung  up  and  flourimed-^-Might  not  our  northern  countries  have 
been  then  in  the  fame  date  of  comparative  barbarifm  in  which  Africa 
aow  lies  ?  Might  not  fome  African  philofopher,  proud  of  his  fuperior 
accornplimments,  have  made  it  a  quellion,  whether  thofe  wretched 
whites,  the  very  outcafts  of  nature,  who  were  banimed  to  the  cold  re- 
gions of  the  north,  were  capable  of  civilization  ?  And  thus,  might 
not  a  Slate  Trade  in  Europeans,  aye,  in  Britons,  have  then  been  jufti- 
ficd  by  thofe  fable  reafoners,  on  precifely  the  fame  grounds  as  thofe  on 
which  the  African  Slave  Trade  is  now  fupported  ? 

<  However  the  laft  fuppofition  m£y  mortify  our  pride*  it  will  appear 
lefs  mon&rous  to  thofe  who  recoiled,  that  not  only  in  ancient  times  the 
wifeft  among  the  Greeks  confidered  the  barbarians,  including  all  the 
inhabitants  of  our  quarter  of  the  earth,  as  exprefsly  intended  by  nature 
to  be  their  flaves ;  not  only  that  the  Romans  regularly  fold  into  flavery 
all  the  captives  whom  they  took  in  the  wars,  by  which  on  all  (ides  they 
gradually  extended  their  empire  till  it  was  almoft  commenfurate  with 
the  then  known  world  5  but  that  our  own  ifland  long  fiirniflied  its  (hare 
towards  the  fupply  of  the  Roman  market.  Even  at  a  later  period  of 
our  hiftory,  we  Englishmen  have  been  the  fubje&s  of  a  Slave  Trade, 
for  which  it  is  remarkable  that  the  city  of  Bristol  was  the  grand  empo- 
rium. That  ancient  city  has  now,  I  truft,  for  the  lad  time,  retired 
from  that  guilty  commerce. '     p.  80—82. 

This  address  concludes  as  follows  j  and  we  quote  the  passage, 
rather  for  its  eloquence,  than  for  any  signal  novelty  or  correct- 
ness of  reasoning  which  it  exhibits. 

4  But  it  is  often  rather  in  the  way  of  a  gradual  decline,  than  of  vio- 
lent and  fudden  (hock*,  that  national  crimes  are  puni(hed.  I  muft 
frankly  therefore  confefs  to  you,  that  in  the  cafe  of  my  country's  prof* 
perity  or  decline,  my  hopes  and  fears  are  not  the  fport  of  every  palling 
rumour  5  nor  do  they  rife  or  fall  materially,  according  to  the  fucccflive 
reports  we  may  receive  of  the  defeats  or  victories  of  Bonaparte.  This 
confideration  opens  the  view  into  a  wide  field  ;  and  I  muft  abftain  from 
fo  much  as  fetting  my  foot  on  it.  I  will  only  remark,  that  a  country 
circutnftaaced  in  all  refpec"ls  like  this,  under  an  auipicious  Providence, 
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and  ufing  oar  various  refources  with  energy  and  wifdom,  his  no  caofe 
whatever  for  defpondency.  Bat  he  who  has  looked  with  any  care  into 
the  page  of  hiftory,  will  acknowledge,  that  when  nationi  are  prepared 
for  their  fall,  human  inftrnments  win  not  he  wanting  to  effect  it ;  and* 
left  man,  rain  man,  fo  apt  to  overrate  the  powers  and  achievements  of 
human  agents,  fhould  afcrihe  the  fubjugation  of  the  Romans  to  the 
confummate  policy  and  power  of  a  Julias  Ccfar,  their  flarery  (hall  be 
completed  by  the  unwarKke  Aagu&ui,  and  (hall  remain  entire  under 
the  hateful  tyranny  of  Tiberius,  and  throughout  all  the  varieties  of 
their  fucceffive  matters.  Thus  it  it,  that,  moft  commonly  by  the  ope- 
ration of  natural  caufes,  and  in  the  way  of  natural  confluences,  Pro* 
vidence  governs  the  world.  But  if  we  are  not  blind  to  the  courfe  of 
human  events,  as  well  as  utterly  deaf  to  the  plain  inftrudions  of  Reve- 
lation, we  muft  believe  that  a  continued  courfe  of  wickednefs,  oppref. 
fion,  and  cruelty,  obftiaately  maintained  in  fpite  of  the  fulleft  know* 
ledge  and  the  loudeft  warnings,  muft  infallibly  bring  down  upon  us  the 
beavieft  judgments  of  the  Almighty.  We  may  afcribe  our  fall  to  weak 
councils,  or  unfkilful  generals ;  to  a  factious  and  overburdened  people  ; 
to  ftorms  which  wafte  our  fleets  ;  to  difeafes  which  thin  our  armies ;  to 
mutiny  among  our  foldiers  and  failors,  which  may  eten  turn  agafnft  us 
our  own  force  ;  to  the  diminution  of  our  revenues,  and  the  exceffive  in* 
creafe  of  our  debt :  men  may  complain  on  one  fide  of  a  venal  miniftry, 
on  the  other  of  a  factious  oppofition  ;  while,  amid  mutual  recrimina- 
tions, the  nation  is  gradually  verging  to  its  fate.  Providence  will  eafily 
provide  means  for  the  accomplifhment  of  its  own  purpofc*  It  cannot 
be  denied,  that  there  are  circumftances  in  the  fituation  of  this  country, 
which,  reafoning  from  experience,  we  muft  call  marks  of  a  declining 
empire ;  but  we  have,  as  1  firmly  believe,  the  means  within  ourfclvct 
of  arreting  the  progrefs  of  this  decline.  We  have  been  eminently 
blefied  ;  we  have  been  long  fpared  ;  let  us  not  prefume  too  far  on  the 
forbearance  of  the  Almighty. '     p.  349—351. 

The  bill  for  effecting  the  great  object  of  Mr  Wilberforce's 
public  life,  was  at  length  brought  into  Parliament  by  the  leading 
members  of  the  late  virtuous  and  enlightened  administration,  in 
both  Houses.  Lord  Grenville  introduced  it  to  the  Lords,  and 
Lord  Howick  to  the  Commons,  with  the  entire  concurrence  of 
almost  all  their  colleagues.  It  was  carried  by  the  most  triumph- 
ant majorities  through  every  stage  of  its  progress.  On  the  chief 
(division  in  the  House  of  Commons,  only  sixteen  members  voted 
against  the  abolition,  while  two  hundred  and  eiglity-one  gave  their 
voices  in  its  favour.  The  bill  received  the  royal  assent  on  the 
QHth  of  March,  by  commissioners;  and  it  afforded  some  consola- 
tion to  many  persons,  whose  joy  was  damped,  by  reflecting  that 
the  most  illustrious  advocate  of  their  cause  did  not  live  to  share 
in  this  triumph,  when  they  saw  the  chosen  friends  of  Mr  Fox, 
erecting  the  best  monument  .to  his  memory,  by  accomplish- 
ing, 
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iog,  before  they  laid  down  their  offices,  the  work  nearest  his 
heart.* 

We  cannot  suffer  this  occasion  to  pass  away,  without  remind- 
ing the  friends  of  the  abolition,  how  much  remains  to  be  done,  even 
after  this  great  measure  has  received  the  sanction  of  a  law.  To 
see  thia  statute  strictly  executed  »  to  watch  over  all  the  evasions 
which  slave  traders  may  attempt ;  and  to  pursue  every  hint  which 
may  be  received  of  connivance  on  the  part  of  colonial  officers,  or 
of  new  rulers  at  home,  adverse  to  the  abolition,  will  be  the  in- 
dispensable duty  of  those  zealous  and  upright  persons,  whose 
efforts  have  already  triumphed  over  so  many  difficulties,  and  who 
have,  in  fact,  only  succeeded  at  last,  because  they  found  a  go- 
vernment honestly  favourable  to  their  cause. 

This  truth  they  should  always  keep  before  their  eyes,  that  the 
law  which  has  just  been  made,  will  not  execute  itself.  If  left 
to  the  care  of  those  who,  by  their  stations,  are  bound  to  carry 
its  provisions  into  effect,  it  will  encounter  all  the  difficulties, 
from  their  prejudices  and  interests,  which  have  so  long  retarded 
its  enactment.  A  vigilant  attention — a  constant  interference — 
on  the  part  of  the  government  in  the  mother  country,  can  alone 
give  life  to  the  letter  of  this  statute  in  the  colonies.  Should  the 
members  of  that  government  betray  the  sacred  trust  which  their 
predecessors  have  left  them,  it  will  oe  no  satisfaction  to  the  com- 
munity, that  their  names  may  then  rise  out  of  obscurity  into  uni- 
versal execration*  .  The  duty  of  those  who  have  wiped  away  from 
the  character  of  the  British  nation,  the  foulest  stain  that  ever 
sullied  the  fame  of  a  generous  people, — who  have  caused  the 
slave  trade  to  be  proclaimed  a  crime  by  the  law  of  the  land, — re- 
quires one  other  effort, — that  they  shall  see  the  sentence  executed 
which  they  have  obtained,  and  the  practice  put  a  stop  to,  which 
has  at  length  been  declared  illegal. 

Before  taking  leave  of  this  great  question,  we  may  be  permit- 
ted to  indulge  in  one  reflexion  of  a  very  pleasing  nature.  It  is 
not  many  months  since  the  success  of  the  abolition  was  contem- 
plated, rather  as  highly  desireable,  than  as  greatly  to  be  expect- 
ed ;  and  a  few  years  ago,  hardly  any  man  looked  for  it.  The 
measure  has,  no  doubt,  been  carried  through  by  the  enlightened 
zeal  of  the  late  ministry.  But  there  are  predisposing  causes  to 
which  the  ultimate  result  must  be  ascribed.  This  is  not,  we  ap-„ 
prehend,  one  of  the  cases  where  the  wisdom  of  government  has 
gone  before  the  voice  of  the  people, — where  great  statesmen,  out-  , 
stripping  their  age,  have  introduced  changes,  barely  acquiesced  in 

for 

*  The  lite  mioifters  gave  the  Royal  afleot  to  the  bill  half  an  hour 
before  they  retired.     Lord  Holland  was  one  of  the  coquniffioncn* 


Digits 


zed  by  GoOgle 


206- 


Wilberforce  mtfo  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.       April 


for  the  present,  and  justly  appreciated  only  by  after  times.  1he 
sense  of  die  nation  lias  pressed  the  abolition  upon  our  rulers.  Par- 
liament has  complied  with  the  general  feeling,  after  the  eyes  of  all 
men  were  opened,  and  their  voices  lifted  up  against  the  combin- 
ed impolicy  and  injustice  of  the  slave  trade.  There  are  other- 
cases  of  the  same  kin i J,  which  the  country  has  begun  to  think 
upon.  The  state  of  the  Irish  Catholics — the  policy  pursued  to- 
wards our  East  Indian  possessions — and  the  propriety  of  a  pacific 
system  in  Europe — arc  subjects  on  which  men  only  differ,  be- 
cause they  have  not  fully  discussed  them.  The  further  diffusion 
of  information  respecting  these  important  questions,  will  pro- 
bably, in  the  course  of  a  short  time,  leave  as  few  enemies  to  the 
sound  doctrines  which  sensible  men  hold  upon  them,  as  are 
now  found  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade.  This  considera- 
tion should  both  encourage  the  government  to  do  its  duty,  in- 
dependent of  the  popular  feeling,  and  animate  the  instructors 
of  the  people,  whose  sense  of  right  may  in  the  end  sway  their 
rulers. 


Art.  XIV.     Saul:    A  Poem  in  Two  Parts.     £y  William  Sothe- 
by  Esq.    4 to.    pp.  190.     Caddel  &  Davies.     London.     1807. 

A     scriptural  subject  treated  in  blank  verse  Unfortunately 
■**■     brings  Milton  to  the  thoughts  of  most  readers ;  and  the 
name  of  the  translator  of  Oberon  raises  expectations  which  it  is 
not  easy  to  answer.     Thi6  poem  has  certainly  disappointed  us. 
It  is  not  very  like  Milton ;  except  in  the  multitude  of  Hebrew 
names  :  and  it  is  strikingly  inferior  to  Mr  Sotheby's  other  com* 
positions,  even  in  those  points  where  we  reckoned  with  certainty 
on  improvement.     There  was  great  beauty  of  diction  in  the  CX« 
berdn  ;.  and,  considering  the  difficulty  of  the  measure,  an  unusual 
flow  and  facility  of  versification.     When  we  found  the  author 
writing  in  blank  verse,  therefore,  we  naturally  looked   for  still 
greater  freedom  and  variety  of  composition  ;  and  expected  to  be 
charmed  with  all  those  natural  graces  of  expression,  which  are 
necessarily  excluded  to  a  certain  degree  by  the  bondage  of  an  in- 
tricate stanza.     The  very  reverse  is  the  case,  however,  with  the 
work  now  before  us.     Mr  Sotheby's  blank  verse  is  as  remarkable 
for  harshness,   constraint,  and  abruptness,  as  his   stanzas  were 
and  melody  $  and  his  muse,  we  are  afraid,  is  like  one  of 
1  beauties,  who,  having  been  long  accustomed  to  move 
in  tight  stays,  high  shoes,  and  hooped  petticoats,  feels 
>  withdrawn  when  disencumbered  of  her  shackles,  and 
stumbles  when  there  are  no  longer  any  restraints  on 
her  movements. 
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The  name  of  the  poem  is  Saul ;  but  the  hero  is  David  5 'and  it 
contains  just  so  much  of  his  history,  as  is  comprehended  within 
the  period  of  his  first  appearance  as  a  harper  before  the  king,  and 
the  death  of  that  monarch.  In  accommodating  this  story  to 
»oetry,  Mr  ;Sotheby  has  run  into  two  opposite  exdesses :  he 
has  in  many  places  adhered  to  the  narrative,  and  '  to  the  very 
words  of  the  scripture  so  closely,  as  to  injure  both  the  'dignity 
and  the  interest  of  his  composition  ;  while,  on  other  occasions,  he  ' 

has  departed  too  widely  from  his  original,  andfchas  u$ed  a  much 
greater  license  both  in  suppressing  and  in  interpolating^  than  we 
can  easily  pardon  in  the  case  of  a  narrative  ,sq  familiar.-  The 
work,  after  all,  however,  is  the  work  of  a  poet ;  or  at  least  of 
one  who  possesses  poetical  taste  and  feeling*  There  is  delicacy 
and  grace  in  many  of  the  descriptions  ;  a  sustained  tone  of  gen- 
tleness and  piety  in  the  sentiments  ;  and  an  elaborate,  beauty  in 
the  diction,  which  frequently  makes  amends  for  the  want  of  force 
and  originality.  The  poem .  is  divided,  we  do  not  well  see  why, 
into  two  parts,  each  consisting  of  four  books  ;  and  each  book  is  in- 
troduced with  a  proem,  more  or  less  connected  with  the  feelings 
of  the  author  or  his  subject.  We  shall  now  give  our  readers  a 
short  account  of  each  of  these  books,  with  such  specimens,  as  we 
think  deserving  of  their  attention. 

The  first  book  opens  with  a  long  account  of  the  symptoms  of 
Saul's  possession  with  the  evil  spirit.  Mr  Sotheby's  tneory.of  die 
case,  though  it  derives,  no  support  from  the  scripture  history,  is 
poetical  and  ingenious.  He  "supposes  tj\e  unhappy  king  to  be 
haunted  by  a  spectre,'  which  successively  assumes  his  owa  form 
and  character,  as  he  was  in  the  days,  of  his  shepherd  innocence 
or  aspiring  youth4  and  tortures  him  with  the  afflicting  cqntrast  of 
those  happy  times,  before  he  had  tasted  the  cares  of  royalty,  or 
known  the  pangs  of  remorse,  for  his  disobedience  of  the  difiiie 
commandment.  The  first  form  is  that  of  a  beautiful  y^ufji  in  r 
shepherd  weeds,  wlip  addresses  the  entranced  monarch  in  these  ' 
strains. 

"  Up  from  thy  couch  of  wqc,  and  join  my  path  ; 

And  I  will  wreath  thy  fav'rite  crook  with  dow'rf 

l»o  !  this  thy  crook,  which  from  the  flinty  cleft 

Sprung  wild,  where  many  a  gurgling  ftreamlet  fell. 

Pleafant  the  fpot  wherein  the  fapling  grew  ; 

And  pleafant  was  the  hour,  when  ocr  the  rill 

Thy  fancy  fhapM  its  pliant  growth  ;  'twas  fpripg  : 

Sweet  came  its  fragrance  from  the  vale  beneath 

Strow'd  with  frefh  blofibms,   died  from  almond  bowVj* 

Still  blooms  the  almond  "bow'er  :  the  fragrance  itiil 

Floats  on  the  gale  :  ftill  gum  the  cryftal  rills* 

And  Cedrotf  rolls  its  current  mufical. 

Why 
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Why  droop'ft  thou  here  difconfolate  and  lad  I 
Look  up  !  the  glad  hills  caft  the  foow  afide : 
The  rain  is  pad,  the  freih  flow'rs  paint  the  field  : 
Each  little  bird  calls  to  his  anfwering  mate  ; 
The  roes  bound  o'er  the  mountains*     Hade  away  ! 
Up  from  thy  couch,  and  join  my  gladfome  path, 
where  (hepherds  carol  on  the  funlhine  lawn  !  " 

"  I  come,  I  come,  fair  angel. "     Saul  exclaims. 
«'  Give  me  my  fhepherd's  weeds  .  * .  my  pipe  . . .  my  crook  » 
.  Aid  me  to  caft  thefc  cumbrous  trappings  off. 
Yet  ftay ;  "—but  fwift  at  once  the  vifion  gone 
Mocks  him,  evanifhing.     Groans  then,  and  fighs. 
And  bitternefs  of  anguifti,  fuch  as  felt 
Of  him,  who  on  Helvetia's  heights,  a  boy, 
Sung  to  the  Alpine  lark  ;  and  faw,  beneath, 
Prone  cataracts,  and  filver  lakes,  and  vales 
Romantic  :  and  now  paces  his  night-watch, 
Hoar  veteran,  on  the  tented  field.     Not  him, 
Freih  (laughter  fuming  on  the  plain,— not  him 
The  groan  of  death,  familiar  to  hp  ear, . 
Difquiet  \  but  if,  haply  heard,  the  breeze 
Bring  from  the  diftant  mountain  low  of  kine, 
With  pipe  of  (hepherd  leading  on  his  flock 
To  fold  :  oh  then,  on  his  remembrance  rufli 
Thofe  days  fo  fweet ;  that  roof,  beneath  the  rock, 
Which  cradled  him  when  fweeping  fnow»ftorms  burft  t 
And  thofe  within,  the  peaceful  houfehold  hearth, 
With  all  its  innocent  pleafures.     Him,  far  off, 
Regret  confumes,  and  inly- wafting  grief, 
That  knows  no  folace,  till  in  life's  laft  hour, 
When,  o'er  his  gaze,  in  trance  of  blifs,  once  more 
Helvetia  and  her  piny  fummits  float. '     p.  8-1  o. 
The  king  at  laft  refolves  to  diflipate  his  defpondence  m  the 
tumult  of  war,  and  proclaims  a  campaign  againft  the  Philiftines. 
Samuel  exhorts  him  to  repentance,  and  predi&s  his  difcomfiture 
and  death  at  Gilboa. 

The  fecond  book  opens  with  this  proem. 

*  Fain  would  I  turn  my  deftin'd  path,  awhile, 
From  tuirtilt,  and  contention  of  fierce  foes 
In  arms,  and  Canaan's  realm  clanging  beneath 
Th'  array  of  battle.     Other  fcenes  delight 
Me  more,  and  draw  my  williog  fpirit  forth, 
In  fhadow,  and  faint  imag'ry  of  fong, 
Accompanying,  celeftial  Mufe  !  thy  courfe 
Where  Siloim'e  fountains  flow  :  to  feek  fome  fpot 
Yet  unprofan'd,  where  the  meek  Hermit  chants 
His  orifons,  and,  heard  at  twilight,  breathes 
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The  hymn  of  peace  ;  more  grateful  to  the  bard;     . 
*    Than  war's  loud  paean,  or  trimphant  Jhouts 
That  echo  o'er  the  dying.     Yet,  awhile, 
On  Sion,  or  lone  Carmel's  height,  repofc 
My  brew,  and  to  my  willful  gaze  unfold, 
Rude  tho*  the  realm  and  defolate,  the  wafte 
Whofe  champaigns  wild  the  paftoral  times  recal 
|  Primeval ;  when  the  Patriarch,  firm  of  faith, 

Faft  from  Chaldaean  Ur  through  lands  unknown, 
A  fojourner,'and  pitch'd  his  tent,  the  flock 
And  herd  befide,  where'er  green  valley  gave 
Freih  pafture,  or  cool  well  the  noon-thirft  flak'd : 
And  lead  me,  deeply  mufing,  to  each  mount, 
And  high  hill  top,  where  patriarch  fires  fent  up 
The  flame  of  (acrifice,  and  angel  guefts 
Alighted,  and  Jehovah  not  difdain'd 
Familiar  converfe  with  the  fbns  of  earth. 

Ah  !  confecrated  haunts  !  pure  fcenes  of  peace, 
Farewell !  dire  ftrife  and  conteft  claim  the  fong. '  p.  35.26. 
He  then  proceeds  to  enumerate  the  army  of  the  heathen, — 
CufhanitCB,  Ammonites  and  Philiftines, — and  of  the  twelve  tribes 
of  Ifrael,  drawn  out  in  battle-order  againft  them.  The,  approach 
of  Saul  and  his  guards  is  about  the  mod  magnificent  pafiage  in  the 
poem. 

'  Hark!  hark!  the  clafli  and  clang 
Of  fhaken  cymbals  cadencing  the  pace  , 
Of  martial  movement  regular ;  the  fwell 
Sonorous,  of  the  brazen  trump  of  war : 
Shrill  twang  of  harps,  footh'd  by  melodious  chime 
Of  beat  on  filvcr  bars  :  and  fweet,  in  paufe 
Of  hariher  inftrument,  continuous  flow 
Of  breath,  through  flutes*  in  fymphony  with  fongi 
Choirs,  whofe  match'd  voices  fiU'd  the  air  afar 
With  jubilee,  and  cbaot  of  triumph  hymn  : 
And  ever  and  anon  irregular  burft 
Of  loudefl  acclamations  to  each  hoft  , 
Ssol's  flately  advance  proclaim'd.     Before  him,  youths' 
In  robes  fuccinct  for  fwiftnefs :  oft  they  ftruck 
Their  ftaves  againft  the  ground,  and  warn'd  the  throng 
Backward  to  diftaat  homage.     Next,  his  flrength 
Of  chariots  roll'd  with  each  an  armed  band  } 
Earth  groan 'd  afar  beneath  t&c^ir  iron  Wheels ; 
Part  arm'd  with  fey  the  for  battle,  part,  adoro'd 
For  triumph.     Nor  there  wanting  a  led  train 
Of  fteeds  in  rith  capari(bo,  for  ihow 
Of  foleran  entry.     R^und  about  the  King, 
Warriors,  hi|  watch  and  ward!  from  every  Tribe  _ 
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Drawn  out.     Of  thefe  a  thoufand?  each  fete&s, 

Of  fize  and  coraelinefs  above  their  peers, 

Pride  of  thfeir  race.     Radiant  their  armour  :  fom'$ 

In  filler  caeM,  fcale  over  fcalc,  that  playM 

All  pliant  to  the  ii&enefs  of  the  limb  :      . 

Some,  mail'd  in  twlfted  gold,  link  within  Knk 

Flexibly  ring'd  and  fitted,  that  the  eye 

Beneath  the  yielding  panoply  purfued, 

When  aft  of  war  the  ftrength  of  man  prbtok'd, 

The  motion  of  the  mufcles,  as  they  wofVd 

In  rife  ana*  fall.     On  each  left  thigh  a  (word 

Swung  in  the  broiderM  baldric  :  each  right  lutod 

Grafp'd  a  long-  fhado wing  fpear.    Like  them,  their  chiefs 

Arrafy'd  ;  fave  on  their  fhields  of  folid  ore, 

And  on  their  helm,  the  graver*!  toil  had  wrought 

Its  fubtlety  in  rich  device  of  toir  : 

And  o'er  their  mail,  a  robe,  Punicean  dye, 

Gracefully  playM :  where  the  wingM  (buttle,  mot 

By  cunning  of  Stdonian  virgins,  wove 

Broidure  of  manycolourM  figures  rare. 

Bright  glowM  the  fun,  and  bright  the  borniuVd  mail 
Of  thoufands,  rang'd,  wbofepace  to  fong  kept  time ; 
And  bright  the  glare  of  {peart,  and  gleam  of  cfeftt, 
And  flaunt  of  banners  flaming  to  and  fro 
The  noon-day  beam.     Beneath  their  coming,  earth 
Wide  glittered.     Seen  afar,  amidft  the  pomp, 
GorgeouUy  matl'd,  but  more  by  pride  of  port 
Koown,  and  fuperior  flature,  than  rich  trim 
Of  war  and  regal  ornament,  the  King, 
Thron'd  in  triumphal  car,  with  trophies  gracM, 
Stood  eminent.     The  rifting  of  his  lance 
Shone  like  a  fan-beam.     O'er  his  armour  flowM 
A  robe,  imperial  mantle,  thickly  ftarrM 
With  blaze  of  orient  gems :  the  chip  that  bound 
Its  gathered  folds  hts  ample  cheft  athwart, 
Sapphire  ;  and  Ver  his  caique,  where  rubies  burnt, 
A  cherub  flam'd,  and  wav*d  his  wings  ia  gold.  *    p.  44-46* 
Then  comes  GoEah.  whose  panoply  is  thus  faithfully  describ- 
ed from  die  book  of  Chronicles. 

*  The  champion's  front  was  helmeted  with  brafs : 
Of  brafs  his  greaves :  the  ponderous  target's  ftrength 
That  fpread  between  his  (boulders,  burnifliM  brass : 
The  coat  of  mail  that  compafs'd  htm  before, 
Wrought  brafs:  five  thoufand  fhekeh  fumm'd  its  weight. 
His  fpear,  the  ftretch  of  whole  portended  ftaff 
Seemed  like  a  weaver's  beam,  was  iron,  afl.  *    p.  es. 
Saul»  after  running  away  from  GoHah,  is  more  tormented  in 
>jurit  ti»o  before,  and,  by  a  needkn  deviation  from  (be  truth  of 
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history,  is  now  made,  for  the  first  time,  to  require  the  soothing 
of  David's  minstrelsy.  He  sings  a  sort  of  dull  hymn ;  which 
serves  the  purpose,  however ;  and  goes  home  to  his  father,  who 
sends  him  to  see  his  brothers  in  the  camp.  Here,  again,  Mr 
Sotheby  makes  amends  for  his  great  deviations  from  the  original, 
by  exactly  copying  the  language  of  the  Bible,  where  it  is  neither 
grand  nor  pathetic. 

««  Thy  brethren  fcek,  if,  haply,  yet  alive. 

Hafte  !  to  the  captain  of  their  thou  (and,  bear 

Ten  cheeres,  newly  preft.     And  for  my  fona, 

Thy  brethren,  take  an  ephah  of  parch';!  corn; 

And  thefe  ten  loaves.     Hafte  to  the  camp  with  fpeed  : 

Note  how  thy  brethren  fare,  and  take  their  pledge.  M     p.  63. 
What  follows,  however,  as  to  his  reception  of  the  giant's 
challenge,  is  executed  with  more  freedom  and  effect. 
«  At  fight 

Of  the  mail'd  challenger,  all  Ifrael  fled  ; 

tied  all,  fave  Jcfle's  fon  ;  whofe  fpirit  glowM 

Within  him,  and  high  confidence  in  Heav'n. 

In  vain  the  eMer-born,  rebuking,  mock'd 

His  ralhnefs.     Loud  again  from  Elah's  vale 

The  taunting  of  the  challenger  fent  up* 

To  God  defiance.     To  the  (hepherd  youth  . 

Its  found  was  aa  the  call  of  one  from  Heav'n. 

Nor  David  difobey'd.     Still  in  their  tents 

Lay  tfrael.     On  the  trench,  aa  half-refolv'd, 

TV  uplifted  lances  quivering  in  their  grafp, 

Stood  Jonathan  and  Abner  :«—here  and  there 

Many  a  chief  defpondent.  9     p.  64. 
The  book  ends  with  a  brief  versification  of  the  scripture  story 
of  the  death  of  Goliah,  and  the^  discomfiture  of  his  people. 

The  proem  to  the  fourth  book  is  in  exaltation  of  Great  Britain. 
We  can  only  quote  the  gratulation  for  the  abolition  of  the  slave- 
trade — the  noblest  of  all  subjects  for  thanksgiving  and  jay. 
— «  The  Weft  awaiti 

The  long.futjpended  feoteoce.     Ita  decree 

Goet  forth.     The  fenalc  (hall  efface  the  fpot 

That  flaia'd  thy  ermine  robes.     Man  fhall  not  tempt 

The  mercy  of  hit  Maker  on  vext  feaa 

That  'bear  him  on  to  blood.     Man  (hall  not  yoke 

Hit  brother  ;  {hall  not  goad  hia  kindred  flefh, 

Till  the  big  fwcatfalUt  tainted  with  the  drop 

That  nurtur'd.life.     Man  tudei  no  mone  in  mad. 

And  if  the  groan  of  Afiicyct  mount  up 

To  the  tribunal  of  the  God  of  &ove, 

Aceufing  buman  kindb  it  (hall  not  draw 

On  Brjuin  «mdtapiatiQa#    Thca  expand* 

O  a  Albion, 
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Albion,  thy  fails  exultant ;  and  diffufe, 
Throughout  the  race  and  brotherhood  of  man, 
The  birth-right  thou  haft  purchafed  with  thy  blood, 
The  heritage  of  freedom.     Freight  each  fea 
With  burden  of  thy  fleets  :  from  clime  to  clime 
Pour  forth  on  each  the  gifts  of  all,  and  liuk 
The  world  in  bonds  of  love.     Diffufe  the  light 
Of  fcience  ;  teach  the  Savage  arts  unknown  ; 
And  o'er  the  nations  and  lone  ifles,  that  fit 
In  darknef99  and  the  (hades  of  death,  bring  down 
The  day-fpring  of  falvation.  '     p.  78,  79. 
The  poet  then  introduces  the  song'  of  the  virgin*  celebrating 
the  victory.     This,  we  think,  is  rendered  with  considerable 
spirit 

"  Daughters  of  Ifrael !  praife  the  Lord  of  Hofts  ! 
Break  into  fong  !  with  harp  and  tabret  lift 
Your  voices  up,  and  weave  with  joy  the  dance. 
And  to  your  twinkling  foot  Heps,  tofs  aloft 
Your  arms  :  and  from  the  flaih  of  cymbals,  fhake 
Sweet  clangor,  meafuring  the  giddy  maze. 

Shout  ye  1  and  ye  !  make  anfwer,  Saul  hath  flats 
His  thoufands ;  David  his  ten  thoufands  flain. 

Sing  a  new  fong.     I  fa*w  them  in  their  rage  ; 
I  faw  the  gleam  of  fpears,  the  flafh  of  fwords, 
That  rang  again  ft  our  gates.     The  warder's  watch 
Ceas'd  not.     Tower  anfwer*d  tower  :  a  warning  voice 
Was  heard  without ;  the  cry  of  woe  within  : 
The  fhriek  of  virgins,  and  the  wail  of  her, 
The  mother,  in  her  aoguifh,  who  fore-wept, 
,•  Wept  at  the  breaft  her  babe,  as  now  no  more. 

Shout  ye  !  and  ye  !  make  anfwer,  Saul  hath  flain 
His  thousands ;  David  his  ten  thoufands  flain. 

Sing  a  new  fong.     Spake  not  th'  infuktng  foe  ? 
1  wOl  purfuc,  overtake,  divide  the  fpotL 
My  hand  (hall  dafh  their  infants  00  the  ftonet : 
The  ploughfhare  of  my  vengeance  (hall  draw  out 
The  furrow,  where  the  tower  and  fbrtrefs  vofc. 
Before  my  chariot,  Ifrael's  chiefs  (hall  dank 
Their  chain*.     Each  fide,  their  virgin  daughters  groan : 
Erewhilc,  to  weave  my  conqueft  on  their  looms.   • 

Shout  ye  !  and  ye  !  make  anfwer,  Saul  hath  flain 
His  thoufands ;  David  his  ten  thoufands  flain. 

Thou  heard'ft,  oh  God  of  battle !  Thou,  whofe  look 
Koappeth  the  fpear  in  fonder.     In  thy  ftrength 
A  youth,  thy  chofen,  laid  their  champion  low. 
Saul,  Saul  purines,  overtakes,  divides  the  fpoO : 
Wreaths  round  our  necks  thefe  chains  of  gold,  and  robe* 
Our  limU  with  floating  crimfon.    Then  rejoice, 
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Daughters  of  Ifracl !  from  your  cymbals  fliake. 

Sweet  clangor,  hymning  God,  the  Lord  of  Hods  ! 
Ye  !  (hout !  and  ye  !  make  anfwer,  Saul  hath  (lain 

His  thoufands ;  David  his  ten  thoufands  flain.  ° 
Such  the  hymnM  harmony,  from  voices  breath'd 

Of  virgin  minftrels,  of  each  Tribe  the  prime 

For  beauty,  and  fine  form,  and  artful  touch 

Of  inRrument,  and  (kill  in  dance  and  fong  ; 

Choir  anfwering  choir,  that  on  to  Gibcab  led 

The  vi&ors  back  in  triumph.     On  each  neck 

Play'd  chains  of  gold  :  and,  fhadowing  their  charms. 

With  colour  like  the  bluihea  of  the  morn, 

Robes,  gift  of  Saul,  round  their  light  limbs,  in  tofs 

Of  cymbals,  and  the  many-oiaaed  dance, 

Floated  like  rofeate  clouds.     Thus  thefe  came  on 

In  dance  and  fong :  Then,  multitudes  that  fwell'd 

The  pomp  of  triumph,  and  in  circles,  rang'd 

Around  the  altar  of  Jehovah,  brought 

Freely  their  offerings ;  and  with  one  accord 

Bang,  "  Glory,  and  praife,  and  worfhip  unto  God. " 
Loud  rang  the  exultation.    'Twaa  the  voice 

Of  a  free  people,  from  impending  chains 

Redeemed  :  a  people  proud,  whole  bofom  beat 

With  fire  of  glory,  and  renown  in  arms, 

Triumphant.     Loud  the  exultation  rang. 
*  There,  many  a  wife,  whofe  ardent  gaze  from  far 

Singled  the  warrior,  whofe  glad  eye  gave  back 

Her  look  of  love.    There,  many  a  grandGre  held 

A  blooming  boy  aloft,  and  midst  th'  array 

In  triumph,  pointing  with  his  ftaff,  exclaim'd, 

"  Lo,  my  brave  fon  !  1  now  may  die  in  peace.  " 
There,  many  a  beauteous  virgin,  blufhing  deep4 

Flung  back  her  veil,  and,  as  the  warrior  came, 

Hail'd  her  betroth'd.     But,  chiefly,  on  one  alone 

All  dwelt.'    p.  8i — 84. 
Saul  is  filled  with  jealousy  and  envy,  and  secretly  vows  the 
death  of  the  youthful  warrior,  who,  unconscious  of  his  danger, 
jives  God  the  glory  in  another  hymn. 

The  second  part  is  introduced  with  a  vision  of  old  Palestine  $ 
and  proceeds  to  the  description  of  Saul's  obstinate  hostility,  and 
the  love  of  Michal  and  Jonathan  towards  their  young  deliverer. 
In  the  second  book,  he  wins  the  hand  of  Micnal  by  his  victoj 
ries  over  the  Philistines ;  and  is  again  forced  to  retreat  into  the 
wilderness,  from  the  hatred  of  his  father-in-law.  Samuel  anoints 
him  King  of  Israel ;  and  he  sees,  irv  a  pretty  tedious  vision,  the 
whole  line  of  his  descendants,  with  their  exploits,  from  Solomon 
to  our  Redeemer.    The  idea  of  this  anticipation  was  probably 

O  3  borrowed 
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furc  of  cutting  off  Saul's  skirt.  Howerer,  the  taking  avray  of 
the  spear,  and  sparing  his  life  at  Engeddi,  is  very  well  told. 
Saul's  visit  to  the  witch  of  Endor,  is  described  in  the  very  words 
pi  the  Bible. 

«*  I  entreat  thee,  at  my  prayer,  divine 
By  the  familiar  fpirit,  and  bring  up 
Him,  whom  I  name.  "— 

«  Thou  know'ft :  what  need  to  tell  ? 
How  from  the  living  land  Saul  Has  cut  off 
Such  as  I  am.    Com'ft  thou  to  {hare  my  life  ?  " 

Each  word  the  forcerefr  fpake,  fell  on  Saul's  heart. 
At  length :    "  So  thou  confent,  and  whom  I  name 
Bring  up,  I  fwear,  witneft  the  Lord  !  for  this, 
Vengeance  mail  not  o'ertake  thee.  " 

"  Name  the  man* " 
"  Samuel,  the  prophet. " 

And  the  prophet  role. 
The  forcerefs,  at  his  rifing,  with  loud  cry 
Shriek'd  out,  "  T^ou  haft  deceiv'd  me  t  thou  art  SauL  " 
w  Fear  not ;  declare,  what  view'ft  thou  ?  ** 

f  •  I  behold 
Gods  out  of  earth  afcending. " 

"  What  the  form  ?,f 
€<  The  form  of  one  in  years  comes  up,  with  veil 
O'ermantled. " 

.    Saul  perceivM  it  was  the  Seer, 
Stoop-d,  and  low  bow'd  bis  forehead  to  the  ground. 
"  Why  haft  thou  thus  difquieted,  and  brought 
-    My  fpirit  from  its  reft  I  " 

Saul  anfwering  faid, 
f «  Oh,  I  am  fore  diftreft.     Philiftia's  hoft 
Gathers  againft  me.     Terror  fills  the  realm, 
God  is  departed  from  me,  nor  vouch  fafes 
Anfwer  by  dream  or  prophet.     Therefore,  Seer, 
Thus,  I  have  call'd  on  thee.  " 

"  Wherefore  on  me,   , 
If  God  is  clean  departed,  and  became 
Thy  foe  ?     What  God  by  me  foretold,  is  done, 
Thy  kingdom  from  thee  rent.     In  David's  rule 
Thy  fceptre.     For  that  thou,  oh  man,  didft  fcora 
Obedience  to  Jehovah,  thee,  and  thine, 
And  If  reel's  army,  into  hoftile  hands 
God  has  deliver'd.  "     p.  183-5. 
T^he  catastrophe  of  Saul,  and  the  song  of  his  successor  over 
him  and  Jonathan,  are  in  like  manner  versified  almost  literally 
from  the  Chronicles  :  and  the  poem  ends  with  this  brief  mdrali- 
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«  Thus  the  Lord 
Trom  land  to  land,  throughout  the  regions,  fpread 
The  fame  of  his  anointed  : — and  his  fear 
Fell  on  all  nations. 

Man !  obey  thy  God  !  '  p.  190. 
From  the  copious  extracts  which  we  have  given,  out  readers 
will  be  able  to  judge  for  themselves  of  the  merits  of  this  per- 
formance. There  is  sweetness  and  delicacy  in  many  passages ; 
and  an  air  of  elegance  throughout ;  but  it  is  deficient  in  anima- 
tion, in  characters,  and  in  action.  Its  beauties  belong  rather  to 
pastoral  and  lyric  poetry,  than  to  epic  ;  and  are  scarcely  calcu- 
lated to  strike  with  sufficient  force  to  command  the  attention  of 
this  fastidious  age.  The  work,  however,  is  respectable,  and 
cannot  be  perused  without  giving  us  a  very  pleasing  impression 
of  the  character  and  virtues  of  the  author. 


ART.  XV.  The  Nature  of  Things  :  A  Didaffic  Poem.  Tranjlat- 
ed  from  the  Latin  of  Titus  Lucretius  Car  us  f  accompanied  with 
the  Original  Text,  and  Illujlrated  with  Notes  Philological  and 
Explanatory.  By  John  Mafon  Good.  .  2  vol.  4to:  pp.  1 1  So. 
Longman.    London.     1805. 

T^hese  vaft  volumes  are  more  like  the  work  of  a  learned  German 
•*"  profeflbr,  than  of  an  ungraduated  Englishman.  They  dif- 
play  extenfive  erudition,  confiderable  judgment,  and  fome  tafte ; 
yet,  upon  the  whole,  they  are  extremely  heavy  and  uninterefting, 
and  the  leading  emotion  they  excite  in  the  reader,  is  that  of  fym- 
pathy  with  the  fatigue  the  author  muft  have  undergone  in  the 
compilation.  They  contain,  firft  of  all,  a  moft  learned  preface, 
giving  an  account  of  all  the  editions  of  Lucretius,  and  all  the  ver- 
sions which  have  been  made  of  him  into  modern  languages  ;  then 
a  life  of  this  author,  dilated  by  biographical  (ketches  of  all  his  an- 
ceftors  and  famous  contemporaries,  and  of  the  (late  of  literature  in 
the  ancient  world,  into  upwards  of  eighty  clofely  printed  pages  : 
and  this,  again,  is  followed  by  an  appendix  of  thirty  pages  more, 
containing  a  long  analyfis  and  defence  of  the  fyftem  of  Epicurus ; 
a  comparative  view  of  all  the  other  ancient  fyftems  of  philofophy  ; 
and  a  fhort  dedu&ion  from  thefe,  of  all  the  celebrated  theories  of 
modern  times,  from  the  nominalifm  of  A  be  lard,  to  the  tranfcen- 
dentalifm  of  Kant.  Then  comes  the  original  text  of  Lucretius, 
corre&ly  printed  from  Mr  Wakefield's  edition,  with  Mr  Good's 
tranflation  in  blank  verfe  on  the  oppofite  page  ;  and  underneath,  a 
▼aft  and  moft  indigefted  mafs  of  notes,  exhibiting  not  only  a  co- 
pious coHcftion  of  parallel  paffages,  and  alleged  imitations,  in 
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Hebrew,  Perfiai),  Arabic,  Greek,  Latin,  German,  Spanifh,  Ita- 
lian! French  and  Engliih,  but  an  incredible  quantity  of  incidental 
criticifm  and  diflertation  upon  every  poflibk  variety  of  fubjed, — 
metaphyGcs,  manufactures,  medicine,  ethics,  wooWreffing,  genera- 
tion, government,  husbandry  and  engineering.  The  mere  de- 
scription of  fttch  a  commentary,  is  enough  to  give  oar  readers  an 
alarming  idea  of  Mr  Good's  induftry  and  the  extent  of  his  reading  \ 
and  when  we  add  to  this,  that  he  neither  reafons  nor  writes  very  ill 
upon  mod  of  the  fubje&s  he  difcufies,  we  (hall  probably  give  an  im- 
prcflion  of  the  work  fomething  more  favourable  than  we  can  con- 
fcitntioufly  agree  to  fanflion.  The  truth  is,  that  Mr  Good, 
though  very  intelligent,  is  very  indifcrimate  in  the  fefc&ion  of  his 
information ;  and  though,  for  the  moft  part,  fuffickntly  candid 
and  judicious  in  his  remarks,  is  at  the  fame  time  intolerably  dull 
and  tedious.  He  has  no  vivacity  ;  no  delicacy  of  tafte  or  fancy  ; 
very  little  originality  ;  and  a  gift  of  extreme  prolixity.  His  profe 
is  better  than  his  poetry  ;  his  reafonings  are  more  to  be  trufted  to 
than  his  criticifm ;  and  his  ftatements  and  explanations  are  of  more 
value  than  his  argument.  We  can  afford  to  give  but  (hort  Speci- 
mens of  his  multifarious  labours;  but  in  a  work  of  this  magnitude 
it  is  fair  that  our  readers  fliould  be  enabled,  in  fome  degree,  to 
judge  for  themfelves. 

In  writing  the  life  of  the  poet,  it  certainly  was  fcarcely  nccef- 
fary  for  Mr  Good  to  inform  his  readers,  that,  *  imraediatcly^upon 
the  expulfion  of  the  Tarquins,  Spurius  Lucretius  was  unanimouily 
chofen  interrex,  or  king  for  the  time  being,  *  or  to  give  an  account 
of  the  library  of  Appellicon,  or  the  labours  of  Sylla  in  correfting 
the  text  of  Ariftotle.  Some  mention  of  Greek  literature,  how- 
ever, was  natural ;  and  as  Lucretius  appears  to  have  ftudied  at 
Athens,  the  following  elaborate  encomium  on  that  feat  of  learning 
is  not  perhaps  altogether  Qut  of  place. 

«  But  the  literature  of  Greece  was,  ncverthelefs,  beft  to  be  acquired 
in  Greece  itfelf;  and  the  Romans,  though  they  tranfplanted  bpoki, 
could  not  tranfplant  the  general  tafte  and  fpirit  that  produced  them. 
Athens,  although  confiderably  (horn  of  the  glory  of  her  original  confti- 
tntion,  and  dependent  upon  Rome  foT  protedion,  had  dill  to  boaft  of 
her  fchools,  her  fcholars,  and  her  libraries.  Every  fcene,  every  edi- 
fice, every  conveTfation  was  a  living  lecture  of  tafte  and  elegance. 
Here  was  the  venerable  grove,  in  which  Plato  had  unfolded  hie  fu^ 
lime  my  ft  erics  to  enraptured  multitudes :  here  the  awful  lyceum,  in* 
which  Ariftotle  had  anatomifed  the  fprings  of  human  intellect  and  ac- 
tion :  here  the  porch  of  Zeno,  ft  ill  erect  and  (lately  as  its  founder :  and 
here,  the  learned  (hades  and  winding  walks,  in  which  Epicurus  had  de- 
lineated the  origin  and  Nature  of  Things,  and  inculcated  tranquillity 
and  temperance  :  and  here  too  was  the  vaft  and  magnificent  library  that 
'  fiuftratus  firft  cftablifhed,  and  endowed  for  the  gratuitous  ufc  of  his 
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countrymen.  Here  Homer  fong,  and  Apelles  printed  :  here  Sophocles 
htd  drawn  tears  of  tendernefs,  and  Demofthenes  fired  the  foul  to  deeds 
of  heroifm  and  patriotic  revenge.  The  monuments  of  every  thing  great 
or  glorious,  dignified  or  refined*  virtuous  or  worthy,  were  ft  ill  exifting 
at  Athena :  and  (he  had  dill  philofophers  to  boaft  of,  who  were  capable 
of  elucidating  the  erudition  that  blazed  forth  more  confpicuoufly  in  her 
earlier  agea  of  independence. '     I.  xxix,  xxx. 

This  piece  of  biography,  which,  of  itfelf,  would  fill  a  moderate 
volume*  contains,  we  thinks  about  three  authenticated  paffages  : 
one  is,  that  Lucretius  ftudied  at  Athens  -,  another  is,  that  he  lived 
a  retired  life,  and  did  not  mingle  in  the  political  contentions  of 
his  age }  a  third  is,  that  he  had  a  wife,  or  a  miftrefs,  of  the  name 
of  Lucilia  ;  and  the  laft  is,  that  he  became  infane,  and  deftroyed 
himfcif  at  the  age  of  forty-four.  Whether  his  madnefs  was 
brought  on  by  grief  for  the  banifhment  of  his  friend  Memmius, 
or  by  the  unlucky  operation  of  a  love  potion  adminiftered  by  Lu- 
cilia, is  much  and  learnedly  difputed  by  Eufebius,  GifFenius,  and 
Mr  Good,  who,  of  courfe,  prefers  the  former  and  more  creditable 
fuppofition. 

We  cannot  undertake  t6  give  our  readers  ^even  a  fpecimen  of 
the  profundities  that  are  difcuflfed  in  the  life  and  the  appendix. 
They  contain,  among  other  things,  a  refolute  defence  of  material- 
ifm,  and  of  almoft  every  particular  tenet  of  the  fchool  of  Epicurus. 
Mr  Good  has  given,  however,  a  very  clear  and  accurate  fummary 
of  the  atomical  philofophy  of  that  teacher,  which  we  (hall  beg 
leave  to  extract,  as  by  far  the  moft  confident  and  mafterly  ac- 
count we  have  ever  met  with  of  that  comprehend ve  fyftem. 

*  In  its  mere  pbyflcal  contemplation,  the  theory  of  Epicurus  allows 
of  nothing  but  matter  and  fpace,  which  are  equally  infinite  and  un- 
bounded* which  have  equally  exifted  from  all  eternity,  and  from  dif- 
ferent combinations  of  which  every  individual  being  is  created.  Thefe 
exigences  have  no  property  in  common  with  each  other  ;  for,  whatever 
matter  is,  that  fpace  is  the  reverfe  of ;  and  whatever  fpace  is,  matter  is 
the  contrary,  to.  The  a&ually  folid  parts  of  all  bodies,  therefore,  are 
matter ;  their  adual  pores,  fpace,  and  the  parts  which  are  not  alto- 
gether folid,  but  an  intermixture  of  folidity  and  pore,  are  fpace  and 
matter  combined.  Anterior  to  the  formation  of  the  untverie,  (pace 
and  matter  cxifted  uncombined,  or  in  their  pure  and  elementary  ftate. 
Space,  in  its  elementary  ftate,  is  pofitive  and  unfolid  void :  matter,  in 
its  elementary  ftate,  confifts  of  inconceivably  minute  feeds  or  atoms— 
fo  fmall  that  the  corpufcles  of  vapour,  light,  and  heat,  are  compounds 
of  them  ;  and  fo  folid  that  they  cannot  poflibly  be  broken,  or  made 
fmaller,  by  any  concuflion  or  violence  whatever.  The  exprefs  figure  of 
thefe  primary  atoms  is  various :  there  are  round,  fquare,  pointed,  jagged, 
as  well  as  many  other  (hipes.  Thefe  (hapes,  however,  are  not  diverfi. 
cd  to  infinity  ;  but  the  atoms  themfeives,  of  each  exiftent  (hape,  are  in- 
finite 
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•i 

finite  or  innumerable.    Every  atom  is  pofTeffed  of  certain  intrinfic  powers  j 

of  motion.     Under  the  old  fchool  of  Democritus,  the  perpetual  motions  I 

exhibited  were  of  two  kinds  : — a  defcending  motion,  from  its  own  gra-  ! 

vity ;   and   a   rebounding  motion,    from    mutual  concuflion.     Befides  ! 

thefe  two  motions,  and  to  explain  certain  phenomena  which  the  follow-*  I 

ing  poem   develops,  and  which  Were  not  accounted  for  under  the  old  j 

fyftem,  Epicurus  fuppofed  that  foroe  atoms  were  occafionally  poflefled 
of  a  third,  by  which,  in  fome  very  fmall  degree,  they  defcended  in  an 
oblique  or  curvilinear  direction,  deviating  from  the  common  and  right 
line  anomaloufly  ;  and  hence,  in  this  refpect,  refcrobling  the  ofetUattons 
6f  the  magnetic  needle.  « 

*  Thefe  infinitudes  of  atoms,  flying  im  me  mortally  in  fuch  different 
directions,  through  all  the  immenfity  of  fpace,  have  interchangeably 
tried  and  exhibited  every  pofiible  mode  of  a&ion,~-fometimes  repelled 
from  rach  other  by  concuffion, — and  fometimes  adhering  to  each  ojber 
from  their  own  jagged  or  poioted  conftruction,  or  from  the  cafual  in- 
ter dices  which  two  or  more  connected  atoms  muft  produce,  and  which 
may  juft  be  adapted  to  thofe  of  other  configurations,  as  globular,  oral* 
or  fquare.  Hence  the  origin  of  compound  bodies ;  hence  the  origin  of 
immenfe  maflTea  of  matter  ;  hence,  eventually,  the  origin  of  the  world 
itfe!f.  When  thefe  primary  atoms  arc  clofely  compacted  together,  and 
but  little  vacuity  or  fpace  intervenes,  they  produce  thofe  kinds  of  fub- 
flances  which  we  denominate  folid,  as  donee,  and  metals:  when  they 
are  loofe  and  disjoined,  and  a  large  quantity  of  fpace  or  vacuity  occurs 
between  them,  they  produce  the  phenomena  of  wool,  water,  vapour. 
In  one  mode  of  combination*  they  form  earth  ;  in  another,  air  ;  and  in, 
another,  fire.  Arranged  in  one  way,  they  produce  vegetation  and  irri- 
tability ;  in  another  way,  animal  life  and  perception.— Man  hence 
arifes — families  are  formed — fociety  multiplies,  and  governments  are  in* 
ftituted. 

«  The  world,  thus  generated,  is  perpetually  fuftained  by  the  appli- 
cation of  frefti  elementary  atoms,  flying  with  inconceivable  rapidity 
through  aH  the  infinitude  of  fpace,  mvrfible  from  their  minutenefs,  and 
occupying  the  pofts  of  all  thofe  that  are  as  perpetually  flying  off.  Yet, 
nothing  is  eternal  and  immutable  but  thefe  elementary  feeds  or  atoms 
themfelves :  the  compound  forms  of  matter  are  continually  decom- 
pounding, and  diffohring  into  their  original  corpufcles  :  to  this  there  is 
no  exception: — minerals,  vegetables,  and  animals,  in  this  refpec"r,  all 
alike,  when  they  lofe  their  prefent  configuration,  perifhing  from  extft- 
ence  for  ever,  and  new  combinations  proceeding  from  the  matter  into 
which  they  diffolve.  But  the  world  itfelf  is  a  compound,  though  not 
an  organized  being;  fuftained  and  nourifhed  like  organized  beings 
from  the  material  pabulum  that  floats  through  the  void  of  infinity. 
The  world  itfelf  mutt  therefore,  in  the  fame  manner,  perifh  :  it  bad  a 
beginning,  and  it  will  eventually  have  an  end.  Its  prefent  crafis  will 
be  decompounded ;  it  will  return  to  its  original,  its  elementary  atoms  ; 
and  new  worlds  will  artfe  from  its  dcftru&ion* 
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«  Space  iff  infinite,  material  atoms  are  infinite,  but  the  world  in  not 
infinite.  This,  then,  is  not  the  only  world,  or  the  only  material  fyftem 
that  exifts.  The  caufe  whence  this  vifible  fyftem  originated  is  com- 
petent to  produce  others  ;  it  has  been  acting  perpetually  from  all  eter- 
nity ;  and  there  are  other  worlds  and  other  fyftems  of  worlds  exifting 
around  us.  In  the  vaft  immenfity  of  fpace,  there  are  alfo  other  be- 
ings than  man,  poffefTed  of. powers  of  intellect  and  enjoyment  far  fur 
perior  to  our  own  :  beings  who  exifted  before  the  formation  of  the 
world,  and  will  cxift  when  the  world  fhall  perifh  for  ever  j  whofe  hap- 
pinefs  flows  unlimited,  and  unallayed  ;  and  whom  the  tumults  and 
paffions  of  grofs  matter  can  never  agitate.  Thcfc,  the  founder  of  the 
fyftem  denominated  gods  : — not  that  they  created  the  uoiverfe,  or  are 
poffiefled  of  a  power  of  upholding  it ;  for  they  are  finite  and  created  be- 
ings themtelvcs,  and  endowed  alone  with  finite  capacities  and  powers  ; — 
but  from  the  uninterrupted  beatitude  and  tranquillity  they  enjoy,  their 
everUfting  freedom1  from  all  anxiety  and  care.  '     I.  cviii. — cxi. 

Some  such  abstract  as  this,  indeed,  we  conceive  to  be  altoge* 
ther  indispensable  to  every  English  reader,  who  may  have  courage 
to  venture  upon  this  translation.  The  system  is  not  developed 
in  the  original  with  any  extraordinary  regard  to  method  or  per- 
spicuity ;  and  we  must  say  for  Mr  Good's  prose,  that  it  is  infi- 
nitely more  luminous,  as  well  as  more  harmonious,  than  the 
greater  part  of  his  verse. 

The  poetical  merits  of  Lucretius  have  been  a  good  deal  ob- 
scured by  the  faults  of  his  philosophy,  and  still  more  by  their 
injudicious  application  to  a  system  of  so  intricate  and  com- 
prehensive a  nature.  It  has  been  said  of  him,  that  when  he 
put  on  the  philosopher,  Jie  put  off  the  poet ;  and  laid  aside  his ' 
philosophy,  in  like  manner,  when  he  chose  to  be  poetical.  It 
would  have  been  better  for  his  reputation,  in  both  capacities,  if 
this  had  been  true, — if  he  had  reserved  his  poetry  for  episodes 
and  introductions,  and  confined  himself,  in  the  body  of  the  work, 
to  an  argumentative  exposition  of  his  system,  which  might  have 
been  in  verse,  without  any  disadvantage.  But  the  boldness  of  his 
genius,  his  unfeigned  enthusiasm  for  the  subject  he  had  under- 
taken, and  the  immature  state  of  the  critical  and  poetical  art 
among  his  countrymen,  effectually  excluded  such  a  distribution  j 
and  led  him  to  incumber  and  embellish  his  reasonings  with 
tender,  sublime,  and  fanciful  illustrations,  while  his  genius  was 
perpetually  recalled  from  its  flights  by  the  details  and  intricacies 
of  his  philosophy.  His  work,  therefore,  is  extremely  unequal, 
and,  in  many  places,  insufferably  tedious  and  fatiguing.  But  it 
is  full  of  genius  j  and  contains  more  poetry,  we  are  inclined  to 
think,  than  any  other  production  of  the  Latin  muse.  With  less 
skill — less  uniform  propriety — and  less  sustained  dignity  than 
Virgil,  it  has  always  appeared  to  us,  that  he  had  more  natural 
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genius  and  original  spirit ;  that  his  diction  in  his  happier  passages 
was  sweeter  and  more  impressive  ;  and  all  the  movements  of  ms 
mind  more  free,  simple,  and  energetic.  His  latinity  is  beautiful ; 
and  a  certain  mixture  of  obsolete  expressions,  gives  it  an  antique 
air  that  is  very  interesting.  These  are  the  chief  merits  of  the 
work  ;  and  certainly  they  are  not  to  be  found  in  every  part  of  it : 
yet  it  ha£  an  interest  of  another  kind,  which  would  be  lost,  if  it 
were  reduced  to  a  collection  of  choice  passages.  From  the  great 
extent  of  the  subject,  and  the  infinite  variety  and  miscellaneous 
nature  of  the  illustrations,  it  presents  us  with  a  more  lively  and 
comprehensive  picture  of  the  state  of  the  arts  and  sciences  at  the 
time  of  its  composition,  and  of  the  way  of  thinking  and  arguing 
that  was  then  in  fashion,  than  any  other  work  which  has  come 
down  to  us  of  the  same  period. 

But  though,  for  all  these  reasons,  we  would  recommend  die 
study  of  Lucretius  to  all  who  have  any  relish  for  ancient  learn- 
ing, we  can  scarcely  say  that  it  gave  us  any  pleasure  to  hear 
that  a  new  attempt  had  been  made  to  introduce  him  to  the  Eng- 
lish reader.  There  is  no  poet,  perhaps,  so  difficult  to  translate 
happily.  His  graceful,  pure,  simple,  and  melodious  diction, 
could  scarcely  be  transfused  into  another  language  j  and  theTe  is 
an  occasional  tenderness  and  delicacy  in  his  finer  passages,  which 
must  defy  the  imitation  of  any  one  who  could  toil  through  his 
philosophy.  Then  the  philosophy  itself,  occupying  three  fourths 
of  the  poem,  is  wholly  insufferable  to  a  modern  reader  :  and  to 
preserve  the  semblance  of  verse,  without  an  entire  sacrifice  of- 
perspicuity  or  coherence,  must  be  more  difficult  than  to  put 
Homer's  catalogue  into  harmonious  couplets. 

To  say  that  Mr  Good  has  failed. to  make  an  interesting  English 
poem  out  of  the  work  of  Lucretius,  would  only  be  saying  that 
he  had  not  wrought  an  impossibility.  But  we  are  afraid  he  has 
more  than  this  to  answer  for ;  and  that  he  is  chargeable  with  4 
pretty  considerable  share  of  the  ennui  and  perplexity,  the  giddi- 
ness and  intellectual  lassitude  which  we  encountered  in  our  per- 
usal of  his  two  huge  quartos.  His  pace  in  verse,  we  are  com- 
pelled to  say,  is  very  heavy  and  shuffling.  He  has  some  strength, 
but  no  grace  or  spirit  %  and  neither  catches  the  fire,  nor  copies 
the  elegance  of  his  original.  The  grave,'  dignified,  and  senten- 
tious passages,  are  those  he  manages  most  tolerably  5 — the  noble 
and  magnificent,  he  tames  and  suMues  completely ; — the  tender 
and  mellifluous,  he  maks  stiff  and  ordinary ;— and  the  common 
argumentative  ones,  he  contrives  to  rob  of  their  only  merit,  by 
the  use  of  a  pompous  and  obscure  diction,  which  effectually  con- 
ceals the  simplicity  and  precision  of  the  original  statements  It 
appears. to  us,  also,  that  he  has  sometimes  mistaken  the  sense  of 
his  author  \  and  we  are  positive  that  he  has  often  expressed  it 
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most  imperfectly.    We  shall  now  give  a  few  specimens,  both  of 
his  failures  and  successes. 

One  of  the  most  splendid  passages  in  the  original,  is  that  part 
of  the  invocation  to  Venus,  where  she.  is  represented  as  holding 
the  god  of  battles  in  her  embraces. 

<  Quo  magis  sternum  da  diet,  is,  Diva,  leporem. 
Ecfice,  ut  iuterea  fera  mdenera  militia'i, 
Per  maria  ac  terras  omnei*,  ffrpita,  quiefcant. 
Nam  tu  Tola  potea  tranquil  £  pace  jtivare 
Mortaleis  :  qooniam  belli  fera  moenera  Mavors 
Armipotens  regit,  in  premium  qui  faepe  tuum  fe 
Rejicit,  aeterno  devious  volnere  amoris  : 
Atque  ita,  fufpioicfns  t'ereti  cmice  repofla, 
Pafcit  amore  avfdos,  inhians  in  te,  Dea,  vifus  ; 
Equc  tuo  pendet  refupioi  fpiritus  ore. 
Hunc  tu.  Diva,  tuo  rcxubantem  corpore  fanAo 
Circirfnfnfa  fuper,  fuaveis  ex  ore  loquetaa 
Funde,  petens  placidam  Romanis,  incluta,  pacem. 
Nam  oeque  nos  agcre  hoc  patria'i  tempore  ihiquo 
Poffumus  xquo  animo ;  nee  Memmii  clara  propago 
TaJibtitin  rebus  communi  decfle  falnti.  *     1.  14,  16,  iff. 
Of  this  beautiful  picture,  Mr  Good  presents  us  with  the  fol- 
lowing indifferent  copy. 

«  Tbefr,  O,  vonchfafe  thy  favour,  power  divine ! 
And  *ith  immortal  eloquence  fnfpfre. 
Quell,  too,  the  fury  of  the  hoftile  world, 
And  lull  to  peace,  that  all  the  ftrain  may  hear. 
For  fxace  is  thine  :  on  thy  foft  bo  Com  he. 
The  warlike  field  who  fway*,  almighty  Mar*, 
Struck  by  triumphant  Love's  eternal  wound, 
Reclines  full  frequent :  with  uplifted  gaze 
On  ihec  he  jeeda  his  longing,  ling'ring  eyes, 
And  all  his  foul  hangs  quiv'ung  from  thy  lips. 
O!  while  thine  arms  in  fond  embraces  clafp 
His  panting  members,  fov'reign  of  the  heart  ! 
Ope  thy  bland  voice,  and  intercede  for  Rome. 
For,  while  th*  unlheathed  fword  is  braodiuVd,  vain 
And  all  unequal  is  the  poet's  fong  ; 

And  vain  th'  attempt  to  claim  bis  patron's  ear.  *     I.  ic. — 19. 
The  following  sketch  of  the  daemon  of  Superstition  has  infi- 
nite spirit  and  sublimity  in  the  original. 

•  Humana  ante  octdos  fede  quom  vita  jaceret 
In  terns,  obprefra  gravi  fub  Religione ; 
Quae  caput  a  cteli  regionibus  obtendebat, 
Horribili  fuper  fedfpc&u  mortalibus  inftans  ; 
Primum  Gnu  us  homo  mortaleis  toiler?  contra 
Eft  oculos  aufus,  primirfque  obfiftere  contra : 
Quern  neque  fana  deum,  nee  fulmioa.  nee  minrtaatt 
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Murmure  compreflit  coelum  ;  fed  eo  magis  acrem 

Inritat  animivirtutem,  ecfringere  ,ut  arta 

Nature  primr.9  portarum  clau&ra  cupiret* 

Ergo  vivida  vis  animi  pervicit,  et  extra 

Proceifit  longe  flammantia  mccnia  mundi ; 

Atqoe  omre'  immenfum  peragravit  mente  animoque  :  ' 
which  Mr  Good  has  thus  rendered. 

■  > •  Them  long  the  tyrant  power 

Of  Superflition  fway'd,  uplifting  proud 

Her  head  to  heaven,  and  with  horrific  limbs 

Brooding  o'er  earth  ;  till  he,  the  man  of  Greece, 

Aufpicious  rofe,  who  firft  the  combat  darM, 

And  broke  in  twain  the  monfter*s  iron  rod. 

No  thunder  him,  no  fell  revenge  purfu'd 

Of  heaven  incens'd,  or  deities  in  arms. 

UrgM  rather,  hence,  with  more  determined  foul, 

To  burft  through  Nature's  portals,  from  the  crowd 

With  jealous  caution  clos'd  ;  the  flaming  walls 

Qf  heaven  to  fcale,  and  dart  his  dauntlefs  eye, 

Till  the  vaft  whole  beneath  him  flood  difplay'd.  *  I.  22 — 25. 
Now,  this  is  not  only  feeble,  but  extremely  licentious.  In 
the  first  place,-  we  have  always  understood  that  the  poet  meant  to 
lodge  his  whole  spectre  in  the  clouds ;  at  least  there  is  nothing  in 
the  original  about  '  brooding  o'er  earth  with  horrific  limbs ; ' 
and  still  less  about  a  '  combat, '  or  '  breaking  an  iron  rod. '  In 
the  next  place,  we  conceive  that  Mr  Good  has  misrepresented  the 
meaning  of  the  lines,  '  Quern  rueque  fana  deum, '  &c.  which  we 
tonceive  to  be,  not  that  he  escaped  the  vengeance  of  the  gods,  but 
that  he  was  not  deterred  by  the  awe  of  their  temples,  or  the  sound 
of  the  thunder,  from  inquiring  into  the  mysteries  of  nature. 

We  give  the  whole  translation  of  the  sacrifice  of  Iphigenia,  as 
a  fair  specimen  of  Mr  Good's  qualifications  for  the  task  he  has 
undertaken. 

«  Nor  deem  the  truths  Philofophy  reveals 

Corrupt  the  mind,  or  prompt  to  impious  deeds. 

No :  Superflition  may,  and  nought  fo  foon, 

But  Wifdom  never.     Superflition  'twas 

Urg'd  the  fell  Grecian  chiefs,  with  virgin  blood, 

To  (lain  the  virgin  altar.     Barbarous  deed  ! 

And  fatal  to  their  laurels !     Aulis  faw, 

For  there  Diana  reigns,  th*  unholy  rite. 

Around  (he  look'd ;  the  pride  of  Grecian  maids, 

The  lovely  Iphigenia,  round  fhe  look'd,-* 

Her  lavifh  trefiet,  fpuming  fUIl  the  bond 

Of  facred  fillet,  flaunting  o'er  her  cheeks,— 

And  fought,  in  vain,  prote&on.     She  furvey'd 

Near  her,  her  fad,  fad  fire  $  th'  officious  pricfts 
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Repentant  half,  and  hiding  their  keen  fteel, 

And  crowds  of  gazers  weeping  as  they  view'd. 

Dumb  with  alarm*  with  fuppltcating  linee, 

And  lifted  eye>  (he  fought  companion  dill ; 

Fruitlefs  and  unavailing  :  vain  her  youth, 

Her  innocence*  and  beauty  ;  vain  the  boaft 

Of  regal  birth  ;  and  vain  that  firft  herfelf 

JLisp'd  the  dear  name  of  Father,  eldeft  bom. 

Forced  from  her  fuppliant  pofture,  (Iraight  flie  viewed 

The  altar  full  prepared :  not  there  to  blend 

Connubial  vows,  and  light  the  bridal  torch  ; 

But,  at  the  moment  when  mature  in  charms, 

While  Hymen  call'd  aloud,  £o  fall,  e'en  then, 

A  father's  victim,  and  the  price  to  pay 

Of  Grecian  navies,  favoured  thus  with  gales.— 

Such  are  the  crimes  that  Superftition  prompts  I '     L  25—31* 
Nothing  can  be  more  loose,  or  more  unlike  the  manner  of  Lu- 
cretius, than  the  introductory  lines  of  this  version.    The  ten 
lines  after  *  Th'  officious  priests, '  are  not  without  merit  5  but 
the  close  is  mean  and  ungraceful.  , 

The  introductory  lines  to  the  second  book,  €  Suave,  mart  mag* 
#», '  &c  are  presented  to  the  English  reader  in  this  cold  and 
spiritless  translation. 

«  How  fweet  to  (land,  when  tempefts  tear  the  main, . 

On  the  firm  cliff,  and  mark  the  feaman's  toil  ! 

Not  that  another's  danger  fooths  the  foul, 

But  from  fuch  toil  how  fweet  to  feel  fecure  ! 

How  fweet,  at  diftauce  from  the  ftrife,  to  view 

Contending  hofts,  and  hear  the  clafh  of  war ! 

But  fweeter  far  on  Wifdom's  heights  ferene, 

Upheld  by  Truth,  to  fix  our  firm  abode  \ 

To  watch  the  giddy  crowd  that,  deep  below, 

For  ever  wander, in  purfuit  of  blifs  ; 

To  mark  the  ftrife  for  honours,  and  renown, 

For  wit  and  wealth,  infatiate,  ceafelefs  urg'd, 

Day  after  day,  with  labour  unreftnuVd.  '     I.  181 — 183. 
The  beautiful  passage  which  has  been  so  often  imitated,  (  Si 
non  aurea  sunt  juvenum  simulacra, '  &c.  is  given  with  mote  fi- 
delity ;  and  is,  upon  the  whole,  a  very  favourable  specimen  of 
Mr  Good's  execution. 

•  What,  though  the  dome  be  wanting,  whofe  proud  walls 
A  thoufand  lamps  irradiate, 'propt  iublime 

By  frolic  forms  of  youths  in  mafly  gold, 

Flinging  their  fplendours  o'er  the  midnight  feaft  % 

Though  gold  and  filver  blaze  not  o'er  the  board,  , 

Nor  mufic  echo  round  the  gaudy  roof  ? 

Yet  liftlefs  laid  the  velvet  grafs  along 
▼ol.  x.  no.  19.  P  Near 
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Near  gliding  ftreams,  by  fhadowy  trees  o^rarcirM; 

Such  pomps  we  need  not ;  (uch  ftill  lefs  when  fpang 

Leads  forth  her  laughing  train,  and  the  warm  year 

Paints  the  green  meads  with  roieate  flowers  profiife. 

On  down  reclin'd,  or  wrapp'd  in  purple  robe 

The  thirfty  fever  burns  with  heat  as  fierce 

As  when  its  victim  on  a  pallet  pants* 

Since,  then,  nor  wealth,  nor  fplendour,  nor  the  boafc 

Of  birth  illuitrkms,  nor  e'en  regal  ftate 

Avails  the  body,  fothe  free-born  mind 

Their  aid  as  little  afts*     Unlefa,  perchanoty 

The  warlike  hoft,  thou  deem,  for  thee  array'd 

In  martial  {wmp,  and  o'er  die  fiery  field 

Panting  for  gfory  ;  and  the  gorgeous  fleet, 

For  thee  unmoorM,  and  ardent, — can  difpel 

Each  fuperftitiou8  terror  ;  from  the  breaft 

Root  out  the  dread  of  death,  and  lull  to  peace 

The  cares,  the  tumults  that  diftradfc  thy  foul. 

But  if  all  this  be  idle*  if  the  cakes, 

The  terrors  ftill  that  haunt,  and  harafs  man, 

Dread  not  the  din  of  arms,— o'er  kings  and  chiefs* 
,  Prefs  unabauYd,  uoaVd  by  glittering  pomp, 

The  purple  robe  unheeding — canjl  thtu  doubt 

Man  pants  for  t/jcfcfrpm  poverty  of  mind, 

Wandering  in  darknefe,  and  through  life  milled  ? 
Tor  as  the  boy,  when  midnight  veils  the  ikies. 

Trembles,  and  {tarts,  at  all  things,  fo,  full  oft, 

E'en  in  the  noon  men  dart  at  forms  as  void 

Of  real  danger  as  the  phantoms  falfe 

By  darknefs  conjur'd*  and  the  fchool-boy's  dread. 

A  terror  this  the  radiant  darts  of  day 

Can  ne'er  difperfe  :  to  truth's  pure  light  alone, 

And  wifdom  yielding,  iniclltdual  funs.  '  I.  187— 193,. 
This,  upon  the  whole*  is  good.  The  line  we  .have  marked 
in  italics,  '  Canst  thou  doubt,'  &c.  seems,  however,  to  be  a 
false  translation  of  €  Quid  dubitaSy  quin  omuis  sit  hac  ratiouis  po- 
test as  P '  which  means  merely,  we  conceive,  *  Canst  thou  doubt 
that  reason  alone  possesses  this  power ' — of  banishing  such  cares 
and  anxieties  ?  There  is  nothing  in  the  original  to  justify  the  in- 
terpolation of  the  two  concluding  words. 

The  following  lines  have  much  of  the  force  and  character  of 
the  original.  < 

*  Yet  man's  firlt  fons,  as  o'er  the  fields  they  trod, 

Rear'd  from  the  hardy  earth,  were  hardier  far  ; 

Strong  built,  with  ampler  bones,  with  mufcles  nerv'd 

Broad  and  fubftantial ;  to  the  power  of  heat, 

Of  cold,  of  varying  viands,  and  difeafe, 
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Each  how  fuperior ;  the  wild  live*  6f  beads  " 
Leading*  while  many  a  luftre  o'er  them  rolled. 
Nor  crooked  ploughfhare  knew  they,  nor  to,  drive, 
Deep  through  the  foil,  the  rich-returning  fpade  ; 
Nor  how  the  tender  feedlmg  to  reptant, 
Nor  from  the  fruit-tree  prune  the  withered  branch* 
What  (bowers  beftow'd,  what  earth  fpontaneous  bore, 
And  funs  matur'd,  their  craving  breafts  appeas'd. 
But  acorn-meals  chief  cull'd  they  from  die  (hade 
-Of  foreft*oaks  ;  and,  in  their  wintry  months, 
The  wild  wood-whortle  with  its  purple  fruit 
Fed  them,/  then  larger  and  more  amply  poarVL 
And  many  a  boon  betides,  now  long  extinft, 
The  frefb-formM  earth  her  haplefs  offspring  dealt. 

Then  floods,  and  fountains,  too,  their  thirft  to  (lake, 
Call'd  them,  as  now  the  cataract  abrupt 
Calls,  when  atbirft,  the  desert's  &vage  tribes*, 
And,  through  the  night  iWl  wand'ring,  they  the  caves 
Throng'd  «f  the  wood-nymphs,  whence  the  babbling  well 
Gufh'd  oft  profufe,  and  down  its  pebbly  fides, 
Its  pebbly  fides  with  verdant  mod  o'erfpread, 
Ooz'd  How,  or  (ought,  redundant  fought,  the  plains  ' 

H-  353—35?- 
And  immediately  after, 

*  And  in  their  keen  rapidity  of  hand 
And  foot  Confiding,  oft  the  favage  train 
With  miffile  (tones  they  hunted,  or  the  force 
Of  clubs  enormous ;  many  a  tribe  they  felPd, 
Yet  fome  in  caves  (hunn'd,  cautious  ;  where,  at  night, 
Throng*d  they,  like  briftly  fwine  j  their  naked  limbs 
With  herbs  and  leaves  entwining.     Nought  of  fear 
Urg'd  tbem  to  quk  the  darknefs,  and  recal, 
With  clam'rous  cries,  the  fun-fhine  and  the  day : 
But  found  they  funk  in  deep,  oblivious  deep, 
Till  o'er  the  mountains  bluuVdl  the  rofeate  dawn. 
Yet  then  fcarce  more  of  mortal  race  than  now 
Left  the  fweet  luftre  of  the  liquid  day. 
Some,  doubtlefs,  oft  the  prowling  monfters  gaunt 
Grafp'd  in  their  Jaws,  abrupt ;  whence,  through  the  grove  J, 
The  woods,  the  mountains,  they  vociferous  groan 'd, 
Deftin'd  thus  living  to  a  living  tomb* 
And  fome,  by  flight  though  fav'd  from  prefent  fete, 
Cov'ring  their  fetid  ulcers  with  their  hands, 
Prone  o'er  the  ground  death  (till,  with  .horrid  voice, 
Call'd,  till  vile  worms  devour'd  them,  void  of  aid, 
And  all-unfkiU'd  their  deadly  pangs  t'  apueafe. 
But  thoufands,  then,  the  pomps  of  war  beneath, 
Fell  not  at  once  ;  nor  ocean's  boiit'rous  waves 
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Wreck'd,  o'er  rough  rocks,  whole  fleets  and  countlefs  crews. 

Nor  ocean  then,  though,  oft  to  frenzy  wrought. 

Could  aught  indulge  hut  ineffectual  ire  ; 

Nor,  lull'd  tt>  calms,  couM  e'er  his  traitor  face 

Lead,  o'er  the  laughing  waves,  miftruftful  man, 

Untaught  the  dangerous  feience  of  the  feas. 

Then  want  confum'd  their  languid  members,  now 

Full-gorg'd  excels  devours  us  :  they  themfelves 

Fed,  hetdlefs,  oft  with  poifons ;  ofter  ilill 

Men  now  for  others  mix  the  fatal  cup* '     II.  359—363. 
The  lofty  and  indignant  passage,  beginning*  *  Nee  pietas  ulla 
est  velatum, '  &c  is  rendered  at  least  with  strength  and  fidelity 
by  Mr  Good. 

*  No  : — it  can  ne'er  be  piety  to  turn 
To  (locks  and  (tones  with  deep-veil'd  vifage  ;  light 
O'er  every  altar  incenfe  ;  o'er  the  duft 
Fall  proflrate,  and,  with  outftretch'd  arms,  invoke 
Through  every  temple  every  god  that  reigns, 
Sooth  them  with  blood,  and  lavifh  vows  on  vows* 
This  rather  thou  term  piety,  to  mark 
With  calm,  untrembling  foul,  each  fcene  ordain'd. 
For  when  we,  doubtful,  heaven's  high  arch  furvey, 
The.  firm,  fixt  ether,  ftar-embofs'd,  and  paufe 
O'er  the  fun's  path,  and  pale,  meand'ring  moon, 
Then  fuperftitious  cares,  erewhile  repreft 
By  cares  more  potent,  lift  their  hydra-head.'     II.  391. 

The  sweetness  of  the  lines  €  {At  liquidas  avium  voces,  &c), '  .de- 
scribing the  origin  of  musie,  and  the  festivals  of  primitive  men, 
is  lost  indeed  in  the  imitation  of  Mr  Good  ;  but  his  version  is 
respectable,  and  conveys  a  true,  though  a  dim  reflection  of  the 
original.  | 

*  And  from  the  liquid  warblings  of  the  birds  *  I 
Learn'd  they  their  firft  rude  notes,  ere  mufic  yet  | 
To  the  rapt  ear  had  tun'd  the  meafur'd  vcrfe  ; 

And  Zephyr,  whifp'ring  through  the  hollow  reed*,  1 

Taught  the  firft  fwains  the  hollow  reeds  to  found  :  1 

Whence  woke  they  fbon  thofe  tender-trembling  tones 

Which  the  fweet  pipe,  when  by  the  lingers  preft, 

Pours  o'er  the  hills,  the  vales,  and  woodlands  wild,  \ 

Haunts  of  lone  fhepherds,  and  the  rural  gods. 

So  growing  time  points,  ceafelefs,  fomething  new, 

And  human  (kill  evolves  it  into  day. 

Thus  footh'd  they  every  care,  with  mufic,  thus, 
Clos'd  every  meal,  for  reds  the  bofom  then. 
And  oft  they  threw  them  on  the  velvet  grafs, 
Near  gliding  ftrcams,  by  fhadowy  trees  o'er-arch'd, 
And  void  of  coftly  wealth  found  ftill  the  means 
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1*0  gladden  life.     But  chief  when  genial  fpring 
Led  forth  her  laughing  train,  and  the  young  year 
Painted  the  meads  with  rofeate  flowers  profufe — 
Then  mirth,  and  wit,  and  wiles,  and  frolic,  chief, 
fHow'd  from  the  heart ;  for  then  the  ruftic  mufe 
Warmeft  infpir'd  them :  then  lafcivious  fport 
Taught  round  their  heads,  their  moulders,  taught  to  twine 
Foliage,  and  flowers,  and  garlands  richly  dight ; 
To  loofe,  innum'rous  time  their  limbs  to  move,  . 
And  heat,  with  fturdy  foot,  maternal  earth  ; 
While  many  a  fmile,  and  many  a  laughter  loud, 
Told  all  was  new,  and  wond'rous  much  efteem'd. 
Thus  wakeful  liv'd  they,  cheating  of  its  reft 
The  drowfy  midnight ;  with  the  jocund  dance 
Mixing  gay  converfe,  madrigals,  and  drains 
Jlun  o'er  the  reeds  with  broad  recumbent  lip  : 
J^s9  wakeful  ftifl,  our  revellers  through  night 
X<ead  on  their  defter  dance  to  time  precife  ; 
Yet  cull  not  coltlier  fweets,  with  all  their  art, 
Than  the  rude  offspring  earth  in  woodlands  bore.     II.  415-J9. 
Mr  Good  translates  right  through  the  whole  fourth  book  ;  and 
illustrates  hjte  version  with  notes  not  less  intrepid.     We  shall 
only  venture  one  inoffensive  passage,  which  has  been  imiiated  by 
all  amatory  poets  of  later  date. 

•  Then,  too,  his  form  coafumes,  the  cares  of  lqve 
Walle  *11  his  vigour,  and  lus  days  roll  on 
In  jdlefl  bondage.     Amply  though  endow'd, 
His  wealth  decays,  his  debts  with  fpeed  augment* 
The  poft  of  duty  never  fills  he  more, 
And  all  his  fick'ning  reputatiop  dies. 
Meanwhile  rich  unguents  from  his  miftrefs  laugh  ; 
Laugh  from  her  feet,  foft  Sicyon's  fhoes  fuperb  : 
The  green-ray'd  emerald  o'er  her,  dropt  in  gold, 
Gleams  large  and  numerous  ;  and  the  fea-blue  filk, 
Deep-worn,  enclafps  her,  with  the  moifture  drunk 
Of  conftant  revels.     All  his  fires  amafs'd 
Now  flaunts  in  ribands,  in  tiaras  flames 
Full  o'er  her  front,  and  how  to  robes  converts 
Of  Chian  loofe,  or  AUdonian  mould  2 
While  feafts,  and  feftivals  of  boundlefs  pomp, 
A^d  coftlieft  viands,  garlands,  odours,  wines, 
And  fcatter'd  rofes  ceai'elefs  are  renew'd. 
But  fruitlefs  every  act :  fome  bitter  ftill 
Wells  forth  perpetual  from  his  fount  of  blifs, 
And  poifons  every  flowret.     Keen  remorfe 
Goads  him,  perchance,  for  diflipated  time, 
And  months  on  months  deftroy'd  ;  or  from  the  fair 
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Haply  fome  phrafe  of  doubtful  import  dart*, 

That,  like  a  living  coal,  his  heart  corrodes : 

Or  oft  her  eyes  wide  wander,  as  he  deems, 

And  feek  fome  happier  rival,  while  the  fmile 

Of  fmother'd  love  half  dimples  o'er  her  cheeks. '  II.  1 73-70^ 
These  are  among  the  best  passages  in  Mr  Good's  translation. 
When  he  comes  to  the  philosophical  part,  however,  he  makes 
sad  work  ;  and  whether  he  affects  to  copy,  in  his  harsh  and  pro- 
saic English,  the  naked  simplicity  of  the  original,  or  to  embel- 
lish it  with  a  more  lofty  diction,  he  succeeds  equally  in  produc- 
ing a  composition  whicn  we  may  fairly  set  down  as  illegible  by 
students  of  any  description.  The  fundamental  proposition  of 
Epicurus,  for  instance, 

*  That  nought  from  nought  by  power  divine  has  ris'n,  * 

has  a  portentous  sound  in  his  version  \  nor  does  the  sum  of  his 
discoveries  appear  much  more  attractive,  when  thus  delivered, 
'  Hence  taught  he  us  triumphant,  'what  might  fpring 
And  what  forbear  :  what  powers  inherent  fori, 
And  where  their  hounds  and  ijfues.  * 
The  reader,  however,  shall  have  a  larger  specimen. 
'  This  prov'd,  what  follows,  as  a  truth  deriv'd, 
But  that  the  forms  of  feeds,  though  varying  much, 
.  Ne'er  vary  endlefs  ;  not  un  frequent,  elfe, 

*  Full  many  a  fefd  muft  boaft  a  bulk  tmmenfe  : 
For  many  a  differing  figure  ne'er  can  hark 

In  things  minute.     Deem,  then,  primordial  feeds  « 

Three  fancied  parts  comprife  ;  or  grant  e'en  more,— 
Invert  their  order,  let  the  right  be  left, 
Deprefs  the  loftieft,  the  profound  exalt, — 
Soon  will  the  pigmy  maft  cxhauft  complete 
Its  tiny  change  of  figures  :  would'ft  thou,  then, 
A  ugmeot  the  variance,  thou  mud  add,  perforce, 
New  primal  matter,  hence  augmented  fole. 
Thus  from  frefh  forms  increafe  of  fize  muft  flow 
Perpetual ;  nor  the  feeds  of  things  m  fhape 
Can  differ  cndlefs,  or  e'en  once  evince 
A  bulk  immenfe,  as  erft  the  mufe  has  prov'd. '     I.  251*53. 
Again, 

*  But  fome  there  are  fuch  doctrines  who  deny  : 
And  urge  in  proof,  deceptive,  that  the  wave 
Not  through  imagin'd  pores  admits  the  race 
With  ghtt'ring  fcales~but  yields  at  once,  and  opes 
The  liquid  path  5  and  occupies,  in  turn, 
The  fpace  behind  the  aurcat  fifh  deferts. 
Thus,  too,  that  all  things  att. ;  the  fpot  poffefs'd 
Exchanging  fole,  whilfl  each  continues  full, 
lielieve  them  not.  ,  If  nought  of  fpace  the  wave 
(ii\o  to  its  gilded  tenants,  how,  refolye, 
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Feel  they  the  power  t'  advance  ?  and  if  t*  advance 
They  know  not,  how  can,  next,  the  wate  thus  yield  \  '— 
*  Such  feeble  reas'ners,  in  opposing  void, 
A  double  void  cotrfefs :  for,  firft,  perforce, 
A  void  they  own,  where  void  was  none  before, 
Betwixt  the  fubftance  feverM  ;  and  bring  next 
A  proof  furmountleijB  that  the  air  itfelf 
ThrongM  with  a  prior  void ;  eMe  how,  to  bounds 
Of  clo&r  texture,  could  it  e'er  contrsd  ?  *     I.  7$*<79. 
There  are  nearly  three  bodes  of  this  light  reading.    The  fol- 
lowing passage  we  give  in  deference  to  Mr  Good,  who  maintains 
that  *  there  is  a  beauty  and-  precision  in  it  that  has  seldom  been 
equalled.  * 

*  Who  holds  that  nought  is  known,  denies  he  knows 
E'en  this,  thus  owning  that  he  nothing  knows. 
With  fuch  I  ne'er  could  reafbo,  who,  with  face 
Retorted,  treads  the  ground  juft  trod  before. 
Yet  grant  e'en  this  he  knows ;  fince  nought  exifts 
Of  truth  in  things,  whence  learns  he  what  to  know, 
Or  what  not  know  ?  what  things  can  give  him  firft 
The  notion  crude  of  what  is  faHe,  or  true  I 
What  prove  aught  doubtful,  or  of  doubt  devoid  ? '     H.  71. 73. 
The  following  account  of  the  composition  of  the  soul,  too,  is 
a  favourite  with  the  translator. 

1  Triple  the  fubftance,  hence,  the  foul  that  builds  ; 
Yet  e'en  the  whole  perception  ne'er  can  form  : 
For  nought  in  each  fubfifts  of  pow'r  t'  excite 
Thofe  fenfile  motions  whence  perception  flows. 
Hence  feme  fourth  fubftance,  doubtlefs,  muft  we  deem, 
Conjoint  exifting  ;  which,  though  void  of  name, 
Springs  from  minuted  atoms,  Kghteft  moft 
And  moft  attenuate  ;  deep-endow'd  with  power 
Of  fleeteft  fpeed,  and  hence,  that  firft  begets 
.     Thofe  fenfile  movements  that  the  frame  pervade* 
This  firft  begets,  as  form'd  from  fubtleft  feeds, 
Next  heat  th'  incipient  a&ion,  vapour  next 
Partakes,  and  air  pofterior,  till  the  foul 
Roufes  throughout :  then  Bows  the  blood,  then  fcefa, '  &c. 

I.  4*3- 4i5* 
The  following  illustration  is  frequently  repeated  by  Lucretius  \ 
thbugh  he  speaks  only  of  words  and  letters — not  types $  as  Mr  Good 
has  been  pleased  to  cull  them.    As  we  do  not  by  any  means  prttend 
to  understand  the  passage,  we  are  really  at  a  loss  to  know  whether 
the  ingenious  translator  means  printers'  types,  or  symbols. 
«  Mark  but  thefe  fluent  numbers  ;  many  a  type 
To  many  a  term  is  common  ;  but  the  terms, 
The  numbers  cull'd,  as  diff 'ring  thefe  from  thofe, 
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From  different  types  evolve :  not  fo  diverfe 
That  the  fame  type  recurs  not  through  the  whole, 
Or  that,  recurring,  it  recurs  alone 
From  types  too  bounded  ;  but  from  types  alike 
Free  to  each  term,  yet  ever  new  oombin'd, 
Flows  the  vaft.  change,  th'  harmonious  fyftem  flows. 
Thus,  through  the  world,  the  primal  feeds  of  all, 
To  all  things  common,  re-avrangM  diverfe, 
Jn  myriad  forms  (hoot  forth  j  and  herbs,  and  men,   • 
And  trees  umbrageous  own  the  fame  fixt  fource.  *    I.  285-7. 
We  must  make  an  end  of  this  now.    We  had  noted  several 
instances  of  false  translation,   and  many  of  unaccountable  ob- 
scurity ;  but  our  readers  will  easily  judge  of  Mr  Good's  merits 
from  what  has  already  been  laid  before  them.     It  is  scarcely  ne- 
cessary to  say  that  the  ornamental  epithets,  which  he  has  lent  to 
his  author  in  the  didactic  parts  of  his  work,  entitle  him  to  no  credit 
frftm  his  admirers.     When  Lucretius  says  humor  or  piscij,  Mr 
Good  should  say  water  and  fish  5  *  dimpling  stream,  *  and  €  chry- 
stal  lymph. '    The  c  race  with  glittering  scales, ' — *  the  gilded  te- 
nants of  the  wave, '  and  even  €  the  aureate  fish,  *  are  all  childish 
impertinencies. 

We  have  said  nothing  all  this  time  of  the  notes,  which  occupy, 
we  should  conjecture,  about  two  thirds  of  the  book  ;  and  indeed 
it  is  not  easy  to  give  either  a  specimen,  or  a  description  of  the  vast 
miscellaneous  assemblage  which  they  exhibit.  The  imitations  and 
parallel  passages  are  by  far  too  long  and  too  numerous ;  and  the 
worst  of  them  are  generally  praised  as  much  as  the  best-  A  con- 
siderable knowledge  of  antiquity  is  displayed  throughout,  though 
frequently  introduced  in  the  most  fantastical  manner,  and  on  the 
slightest  pretences.  Thus,  having  occasion  to  mention  the  sinks 
pr  public  sewers  of  Rome,  he  is  led  to  observe  that  their  con- 
tents were  employed  by  the  fullers  in  scouring  woollen  cloth ; 
and  this  introduces  a  most  minute  and  learned  dissertation  ujym 
all  the  branches  of  the  fullers'  craft ;  the  manufacturing  of  felts  ; 
the  method  of  *  raising  the  nap ;  *  and  the  different  processes 
employed  for  glazing  linen  cloth  ; — all  which  Mr  Good  sedulously 
pursues  through  six  pages  of  double  columns,  while  Lucretius  is 
going  on  over  his  head  with  a  poetical  theory  of  dreaming.  In  the 
same  way,  Lucretius  having  glanced,  in  illustration  of  the  power 
of  the  mind  over  the  body,  at  the  force  the  hand  may  acquire  by 
machinery,  Mr  Good  is  irresistibly  led  to  give  his  readers  a  CQpious 
account  of  the  mechanical  science  and  contrivances  of  the  an- 
cients, with  a  long  historical  narrative  of  the  siege  of  Syracuse, 
and  the  inventions  of  Archimedes ;  wliich  issues,  we  cahoot  well 
-•••  *        tel} 
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tell  how,  in  a  discourse  on  encaustic  painting,  and  a  proposition 
to  substitute  it  for  copper-sheathing  in  our  navy. 

In  another  passage,  Lucretius  having  made  an  allusion  to  the 
beauty  of  Helen,  and  the  war  of  Troy,  his  translator  takes  oc- 
casion to  dissert  thus  teamedly  in  the  notes. 

«  The  cfle&  of  k>ve  is  variouuy  defcribed,  as  well  as  accounted  for, 
by  the  poet*  Generally,  however,  the  inftruraent  fuppofed  to  be  em- 
ployed, is  either  a  dart  from  the  eye,  producing  a  wound,  as  in  v.  36. 
of  the  prefent  book  ;  or  elfc  a  fpeciea  of  fubtle  aad  irreMible  flame, 
eroding  and  confuming  the  bofom,  as  in  the  prefent  paflage.  In  the 
opening  of  Book  IV.  of  the  JEneid,  Virgil  introduces  both  thefe  tne- 
taphors. 

«  Vulnus  alit  veuis,  et  cseco  carpitur  igni. 
She  feeds  her  wmtnd,  and  pines  quithfecret  fire. 
'  Petrarc  follows  our  poet's  latter  image  alone  in  the  enfurog  de- 
fcription. 

«  I  che  Pefca  amorofa  al  petto  avea 
Qual  maraviglia  fe  di  fubito  arfi  ? 
What  wonder,  that  I  burn  and  fmart, 
m  Since  love's  keen  torch  inflames  my  heart  { 

*  Solomon  has  beautifully  and  boldly  introduced  another  fyflem  of 
imagery,  the  elegance,  and  indeed  the  meaning  of  which,  has  feldom 
been  fufficiently  explained.  Under  his  creative  powers,  the  fafcinating 
fair  becomes  the  furrounding  wall  of  a  fortified  city  ;  which  wa<  often 
erected  with  confummate  fkill,  beautified  with  all  the  ornaments  of  ar- 
chitecture, and  over  different  parts  of  which  were  projected  towers  or 
turrets  for  the  purpofe  of  repelling  the  a  (Tailing  foe  ;  in  whofe  conftruci- 
tion  and  finifh  the  tafte  of  the  artift  was  principally  exerted,  and  which 
were  hence  frequently  denominated  towers  of  roory  or  of  jfilver.  The 
triumphant  fair  being  thus  generally  refembled  to  the  beautiful  and  or- 
namental wall  of  a  defenfire  city — her  white  and  fwelling  bofom  is  next 
compared  to  the  white  and  fwelling  turrets  projected  from  its  fur/ace,— to 
thofe  elegant,  but  .dangerous  prominences,  which  were  equally  formed 
for  the.  purpofe  of  attack  or  repulfion,  and  which  no  man,  in  either  cate, 
can  approach  without  extreme  peril.  With  this  introductory  explana- 
tion the  paflage  I  refer  to  is  equally  exquifite  and  obvious. 

«  Call  her  a  wall — '?  and  "  two  towers  of  fdver 
Will  we  build  upon  £<r«— 
I  myfelf  am  a  wall, 
And  my  bofom  refembles  two  towers.  .  Chap.  viii.  9.  10. 

*  For  a  flill  further  illuftration,  the  reader  may  conjult  my  verfton  and 
notes  upon  this  elegant  fimile. — Sacred  Idyls,  p.  59.  and  206. 9     1.  87.  #8. 

These  are  but  fair  specimens  of  the  excursive  disposition  of 
this  commentator,  and  are  taken  without  selection  ad  aperturam 
fibri.  His  medical  and  metaphysical  lucubrations  are  still  more 
popious  and  irregular.  .  * 
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Upon  the  whole,  this  book  is  very  dull,  and,  as  a  translation/ 
very  flat  and  unpoetical  \  yet  it  is  evidently  the  work  of  a  man 
of  no  ordinary  vigour  or  intelligence  :  it  contains  a  very  correct 
edition  of  Lucretius,  with  more  information  on  the  subject  of  his 
poem,  than  could  be  gathered  from  all  his  other  commentators  pot 
together.  The  version  is  sometimes  pleasing,  and  sometimes  vi- 
gorous j  and  Mr  Good's  own  speculations,  though  often  intruded 
rather  awkwardly,  are  by  no  means  despicable.  It  is  a  book,  in 
short,  which  nobody  but  a  reviewer  will  ever  read  through ;  but 
which,  we  think,  all  scholars  would  like  to  possess  j  and  which, 
if  it  were  a  little  cheaper,  we  should  recommend  all  but  poor 
scholars  to  buy. 
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QUARTERLY  LIST  OF  NEW  PUBLICATIONS, 

From  January  1807,  to  Jpril  1807. 


ANATOMY. 

Anatomical  Examinations  complete  ;  or,  Series  of  Anatomical  Quefc 
lions,  with  Anfwers.     2  voL  foolfcap  8vo.     ios.  6d.  boards. 

AGRICULTURE. 

Hints  to  Planters.      By  Francis  Dunkinfield  Aflley,   Efq.     8vo. 
2s.  6d-  bound. 
The  Experimental  Farmer.     8vo.     7s.  6d. 

ARCHITECTURE. 

Plans,  Elevations,  and  Sections  of  Hot-Houfes,  Green-Houie*  and 
Aquariums,  Confcrvatories,  &c.  By  G.  Todd,  Surveyor.  With  zf 
Folio  Plates,  coloured.     2 1.  i2s.'  6d.  boards. 

BIOGRAPHY. 

Authentic  Narrative  of  the  Death  of  Lord  Nelfon  ;  with  the  Cnf- 
cumftances  preceding,  attending,  and  fubfequent  to  that  Event ;  the 
jrofeffional  Report  of  his  Lordfhip's  Wound,  &c.  By  W.  Bcatty, 
M.  D.  j  with  a  Portrait.     7s.     Fine,  ios.  6d. 

Account  of  tlie  Life  and  Writings  of  Hugh  Blair,  D.  D.  one  of 
the  Minifters  of  Edinburgh,  Sec.     By  John  HU1,  LL.  D.     8vo.   6s. 

Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  the  Honourable  Henry  Home, 
of  Karnes,  one  of  the  Senators  of  the  College  of  Juftice,  and  one  df 
the  Lords  Commiffioners  of  Jufticiary  in  Scotland.  By  Lord  Wood- 
houfelee.     2  vol  4to.     3I.  38.     Fine,  5I.  5s. 

Biographical  Index  to  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  containing  brief  but 
correct  Notices  of  the  Lives,  the  Family  and  Patty  Connexions,  the 
Senatorial  Charade r  and  Conduct,  and  other  ufeful  and  fatisfaAory  Par- 
ticulars relative  to  all  the  Members  of  the  prefent  Commons  Houfe  of 
Parliament,  revifed  to  the  1  ft  of  March ;  drawn  up  and  printed  as  a, 
Companion  to  the  Court  Kalendars  and  Pocket  Peerages.  lot*  6d. 
hoards,     us.  red. 

DRAMA. 

The  Fall  of  Mortimer,  a  Tragedy.  By  the  Right  Hooonrabfe 
Morris  Lord  Rokeby.     as.  6<L 

The  Theatrical  Review,  No.  L  is. ;  to  be  continued  monthly. 

Mufical  Dramas  ;  with  fele&  Poems  and  Ballads.    By  J.  Rannie.   7s. 

FaMe  Alarms,  or  my  Coufm ;  a  Comic  Opera.  By  James  Keuney. 
2s.  6d. 

Solyman,  a  Tragedy,  in  Five  Adto.     28.  6d. 

Curfew,  a  Play,  in  Five  Afta.  By  the  late  John  Tobin*  Author  of 
the  Honey  Moon.     is.  6d. 
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The  Laughable  Lover,  a  Comedy,  in  Five  Ads.     as.  64 
Shakefpear's  Dramatic  Works,  with  explanatory  Notes.     One  large 
Volume  8vo.     30s.  boards. 

The  Young  Huflar,  or  Love  and  Mercy,  an  operatic  Piece.     10.  &L 

EDUCATION. 

The  Child's  Monitor,  or  Parental  Inftru&ion,  in  Five  Parts ;  con- 
taining a  great  Variety  of  Progreffive  Leflbns,  adapted  to  the  Compre- 
henfion  of  Children.     By  John  Hornfey.     38.  6d.  bound. 

The  Youth's  Mentor.  By  an  Experienced  Schoolmafter.  i2mo. 
is.  6d.  boards. 

An  Eflay  on  the  Elements,  Accents,  and  Profody  of  the  Engliih 
Language ;  intended  to  have  been  printed  as  an  Introduction  to  Mr 
Boucher's  Supplement  to  Dr.  Johnfon's  Dictionary,  By  T.  QdcD, 
M.  A.     i2mo.     31.  6d.  boards. 

Exercifes  upon  the  different  Parts  of  Speech  of  the  Portuguefe  Lan- 
guage, referring  to  the  Rules  of  Vicyra's  Grammar  ;  to  which  is  add- 
ied,  a  Courfe  of  Commercial  Letters,  in  Portuguefe.  By  J.  Em.  Mor- 
deute.     3  s.  6d. 

The  Manual  of  Youth,  in  three  Parts ;  lft,  containing  60  Fables, 
with  1 20  Cuts  ;  2d,  Remarks  on  Rhetoric,  with  various  Examples  on 
the  different  Styles,  Figures,  and  Tropes ;  3d,  A  large  Collection  of 
Extracts,  in  Profe  and  Verfe,  fele&ed  from  the  mod  approved  Author?, 
both  Enghfh  and  French.     By  J.  Oifeau.     8s. 

The  Complete  Inftrudor  in  Drawing.  By  W.  Craig.  No.  10. 
Royal  Folio.     6s.  6d. 

-  The  Firft  French  Grammar ;  confiding  of  the  Accidence  of  that 
Language,  briefly  expreued,  and  perfpicuoufly  difplayed  ;  containing 
every  thing  effential,  and  nothing  fuperfluous.  By  M.  PAbbe'  BofTut. 
Printed  on  a  large  Type,  and  good  Paper.     1  s.  6d.  bound  in  cloth. 

A  Key  to  French  Conversation  and  French  Idiom ;  confiding  of 
eafy  and  familiar  Phrafes  and  Dialogues,  Engiifb  and  French  ;  adapted 
to  the  Memory  of  Children  at  an  early  Age.  By  M.  PAbbe  BofTut. 
is.  fewed. 

The  French  Syntax  ;  with  Uluftrations  and  numerous  Exercifes  an- 
nexed tp  every  Rule,  calculated  to  perfect  the  Student  in  all  the  Pecu- 
liarities of  the  Language.  By  M.  PAbbe  BofTut.  2s.  6d.  bound  in 
Cloth. 

•  Dic\ionnaire  Univerfel  des  Synonymes  de  la  Langue  Francoife,  re- 
cueillis  par  M.  PAbbe  de  Levifac.     6s. 

Feftuca  Grammatica :  the  Child's  Guide  to  fome  Principles  of  thf 
Latin  Grammar.     By  the  Rev.  Richard  Lyne.     2s.  6d. 

Fabulous  Hiftories,  deGgned  for  the  Inftru&ion  of  Children  refpecl- 
ing  their  Treatment  of  Animals.  By  Mrs  Trimmer.  2  vol.  with 
Plates.     6s. 

A  New  Writing  Copy  Book,  by  which  Children  and  other  PerfoM 
may  learn  to  write  a  good  hand  in  half  the  time  it  ufually  occupies. 
4  parts,  9d.  each. 

The  Albion  Catechifm.     is.  6d. 
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ETHICS. 

An  Ethical  Treatife  on  the  Paflions,  in  three  Difquifittons.  By 
F.  Cogan,  M.  D.     8vo.     ios.  6d.  boards.  .     . 

FINE  ARTS. 

The  Cabinet  of  Arts ;  being  a  new  and  univerfal  Drawing- Book. 
No.  I.     is.  6d.     To  be  completed  in  thirty  Numbers. 

HISTORY. 

A  Biographical  Hiftory  of  England,  from  the  Revolution  to  the 
End  of  George  the  Firft's  Reign  ;  being  a  Continuation  of  the  Rev. 
J.  Granger's  Work.  By  the  Rev.  Mark  Noble,  F.  A.  S.  3  vol.  8vo. 
iL  7s.  boards.     Fine,  il.  16s. 

Hiftory  of  the  ,Rife  and  Progrefs  of  the  Belgian  Republic,  until  the 
Revolution  under  Philip  1 1.,  from  the  German  of  Schiller.  By  T. 
Home,  4s.  6d. 

Hiftorical  Dialogues  for  Young  Perfons.     Vol.  II.     48. 

Ancient  Hiftory,  for  the  Ufe  of  Schools ;  exhibiting  a  Summary 
of  the  Rife,  Progrefs,  Revolutions,  Decline  and  Fall  of  the  vari- 
ous Nations  of  Antiquity,  from  the  earlieft  Records  of  Time  to  the 
Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire.  By  the  Rev.  John  Robinfon,  of  Ch*uVr 
College,  Cambridge ;  Mafter  of  the  Free  Grammar  School,  at  Raven- 
ftondale,  in  Weftmoreland  ;  Author  of  the  Grammar  of  Hiftory,  of 
the  Archacologia  Graeca,  &c.  &c.  &c.     i2mo.     6s.  bound. 

Campagnes  du  Mar6chal  de  Schoraberg  en  Portugal,  depuis  l'annee 
1662,  julqu'au  1668.     Par  le  General  Dumoriez.     4s.  6d.  boards. 

Authentic  Materials  for  a  Hiftory  of  the  People  of  Malta.  By  W» 
Eton,  Efq.     6s. 

Caledonia  ;  or  an  Account,  Hiftorical  and  Topographical,  of  North 
Britain,  from  the  moft  ancient  to  the  prefent  Times  ;  with  a  Dictionary 
of  Places,  Chorographical  and  Philological,  in  4  vol.  4  to.  By  George 
Chalmers,  F.  R.  S.  &  S.  A. 

HORTICULTURE. 

The  Gardener's  Remembrancer  throughout  the  Year ;  to  which  is 
prefixed,  a  View  of  Mr  Forfyth's  Treatife  on  Trees.  By  James 
M«Phail.     8vo.     12  s.  boards. 

JURISPRUDENCE. 

Confiderations  concerning  a  Propofal  for  dividing  the  Court  of  Seffion 
into  Clafles,  or  Chambers ;  and  for  limiting  Litigation  in  fmall  Caufes  ; 
and  for  the  revival  of  Jury  Trials  in  certain  Civil  Adions.     48. 

Expediency  of  Reform  in  the  Court  of  Seflion  in  Scotland,  proved 
iii  tv.o  learned  Pamphlets,  publifhed  in  the  Year -1786  and  1789,  and, 
now  reprinted,,  to  illuftrate  the  Neceflity  of  the  Bill  for  better  regulating 
the  Courts  of  Juftice  in  Scotland. 

Some  Observations  on  the  Cooftitution  and  form  of  Proceedings  of  the 
Court  of  Seflion  in  Scotland,  with  Remarks  on  the  Bill  now  depending 
in  the  Houfe  of  Lords  for  its  Reform.  By  John  Peter  Grant,  Efq. 
8vo.     3s.  96*. 

Obfervations  on  the  propofed  Reform  in  the  Adminiftration  of  Civil 
Juftice  in  Scotland,     By  Jame*  Ferguflbn,  Efq.     8vo.    4s. 
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LAW. 


A  Treatife  on  Contracts  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  Courts  of  Equity. 
i  6s.  boards. 

Viner's  Abridgement,  Vol.  VI.  Part  I.     148.  boards. 
.  A  Treatife  upon  the  Law  of  Legacies.     By  R.  S.  Dennifon  Roper, 
Efq.  Barriftcr  at  Law;     3  vol.     1 8s.  boards 

New  Reports  of  Cafes,  including  Trinity  and  Michaelmas  Terms* 
iSoc.  By  J.  B.  Bofanquet  and  C.  Fuller,  Efqs.  Vol.  II.  Part  L 
7*.  6d. 

An  Abridgement  of  the  Law  of  NiG  Prius.    Part  If.    ios.  6&  bds. 

Eaft's  Reports,  vol  8.     5«. 

The  Trial  of  Captain  Edward  Hawkins  of  the  Royal  Navy,  for 
Cruelty  and  Oppreffion. 

The  Trial  at  large  of  Sir  Home  Popham,  Bart.     4s.  * 

METEOROLOGY. 

A  Meteorological  Journal  of  the  year  1806.     is*  6d. 

MEDICINE. 

An  Account  of  the  OphtMalmia,  which  has  appeared  in  England  fince 
the  return  of  the  Britifh  Army  from  Egypt.  J*y  John  Vetch,  M.  D. 
68.  boards. 

Practical  Obfervations  on  the  Uterine  Hemorrhage  ;  with  Remarkl 
on  the  Management  of  the  Placenta-     By  John  Bums.     $s.  boards. 

The  Arguments  in  favour  of  an  Inflammatory  Diathefo  m  Hydro- 
phobia considered,  with  Selections  on  the  Nature  and  Treatment  of  the 
Difcafe*     By  Richard  Pearfon,  M.  D.      is.  6d. 

Selections  from  the  Gentleman's  Magazine,  which  commenced  in 
1 7  ^  1 ,  to  the  prefent  time  ;  whence  may  be  deduced  the  various  caufes 
of  Hydrophobia.     23. 

Cautions  and  Reflexions  on  Canine  Madnefs,  with  the  Method  of 
Preventing*  the  Hydrophobia  in  Perfons  who  liave  been  bitten.  By 
George  Lipfcombe,  Surgeon,      is. 

Obfervations  on  the  Humulus  Lupulus  of  Linnaeus,  with  an  account 
of  its  Ufe  in  Gout,  &c     By  A.  Freake.     2  s. 

A  Syftem  of  Chemiftry.  By  J.  Murray f>  Lecturer  on  Chemifrry, 
and  on  Materia  Medica  and  Pharmacy.  Edinburgh.  4  vol.  8  to. 
al.  is.  boards,     vol.  1.  2*  and  3.  ready. 

The  Edinburgh  Medical  and  Surgical  Journal,  No.  10.     3* 

MICELLANEOTJS* 

General  Wafhington's  Fac-fimile  Letters  to  Sir  John  Sinclair.  Small 
4to.     25  s.  boards. 

Letters  of  Yorick  and  Eliza  ;  to  which  is  added,  Biographical  Me- 
moirs of  the  Author  and  Authorefs. 

A  Vindication  of  Mrs  Lee's  conduct  to  the  Gordons.     Written  by 
hfrfelf.     5*. 
.  A  Prieft  to  the  Temple ;  or  the  Country  Parfon*s  Character,  and 
Rule  of  Holy  Life.     By  G.  Hubert.     8vo.     4s.  6d.  boards. 

An  Effey  on  the  Character  of  TJlyfles,  as  delineated  by  Homer.  By 
the  Reverend.  R.  Hole,  LL.  B.     3s.  6d.  boards. 
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The  Rule  and  Exercifes  of  Holy  Living.  -By  J.  Taylor,  D.D; 
ys.  boards. 

The  Director,  a  Literary  and  Scientific  Journal,  No.  i.  ;s.  To 
be  continued. 

*  Records  of  Literature,  Domeftic  and  Foreign,  No.  i.     $xo+    is.  6d. 
To  be  continued  monthly. 

The  Oxford  Review,  No.  t-  2.  &  3.     2  s.  6d.  per  No. 

Centura  Literaria,  containing  Titles,  Abftracls,  and  Opinions  of  oM 
EngHfh  Books,  &c.  By  Samuel  Egerton  Brydges  Efq,  vol.  3.  8vo. 
8s.  bound. 

Graphic  Illuftrations  of  the  Miferies  of  Human  Life.  By  W.  M; 
Woodward  Efq.     No.  1.     as.     To  be  continued  every  fortnight. 

An  Account  of  the  South  Sea  Scheme.     6d. 

An  Analytical  Index  to  the  16  Volumes  of  the  Firft  Series  of  the 
Repertory  of  Arts  ;  to  which  is  added,  a  General  Index  to  the  firil 
8  Volumes  of  the  Second  Series.-     10s.  6d. 

The  Cabinet,  or  Monthly  Report  of  Polite  Literature,  No.  1.  2  s; 
To  be  continued  monthly.  m 

A  Sketch  of  the  Properties  and  Advantages  of  Sutton's  patent  gra. 
vkated  Sails  for  Windmills.  By  W.  S.  Hefleden  Efq.  Svo.  With 
Plates,     js.  fewed. 

Anecdotes  of  Literature  and  fcarce  Books.  By  W.  Beloe.  2  vol. 
ovo. 

A  Treatife  on  Indigence,  exhibiting  a  View  of  the  different  Ranks 
of  Society  in  England  and  Wales,  with  Eftimates  of  the  average  Jn«» 
come  of  each  Oafs,  and  the  National  Refources  arifing  annually  from 
Productive  Labour.     By  P.  Colquhoun  Efq.     7  s*  6d. 

Miferies  of  Human  Life.     2  vol.     16s.     With  plates,  28  s. 

Pleafures  of  Human  Life.     With  plates,  8s. 

*  Lord  Bacon's  Diftribution  of  Knowledge  into  particular  Sciencesy 
reduced  to  a  Map.     Engraved  on  a  Targe  folio  meet.     7s. 

The  Tnmfa&ions  of  the  Linnxan  Society  of  London.  V9I.  8th. 
31s.  6d.  boards. 

Rays  of  Genius,  collected  to  enlighten  the  Rifing  Generation*     By 
Thomas  Tomkins.     2  vol.     1 2mo.     1  $s. 
■  Manual  of  Nobihty*    28.  6d. 

An  Abridgement  of  the  Light  of  Nature  purfued  by  A.  Tucker 
Efq.,  originally  publiihed  in  7  vol.  under  the  name  of  Edward  Search 
Efq.     8vo^     13s. 

*  Traces  on  various  Subjects.     By  the  Right  Reverend  BeMhy  Por- 
teus,  Biftiop  of  London,     In  one  volume  8vo.     7  s.  boards. 

General  Ob&rvations  upon  the  probable  Effe&s  of  any  Meafures, 
which  have  for  their  Object  the  Increafe  of  the  Regular  Army  ;•  and 
upon  the  Principles  which  mould  Regulate  the  Syftfcm  for  calling  out 
the  Great  Body  of  the  People  in  Defence  of  the  Britifh  Empire.  By 
a*  Country  Gentleman.     2s.  6d.  Hitched. 

The  Works  of  Thomas  Gray,  containing  his  Poems  and  Correfpond- 
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coce  with  feveral  eminent  Literary  Chara&ers ;  to  which  are  added, 
Memoirs  of  his  Life  and  Writings.  By  W.  Mafon,  M.  A.  The 
third  Edition  in  2  vol.  8vo.     14s.  boards* 

My  Pocket  Book,  or  Hints  for  a  Rygbte  Merrie  and  ConceiUde  Tour* 
in  4to.  To  be  called  *  The  Stranger  in  Ireland,  in  1805,  by  a  Knight 
Errant.  '     4s.  6d. 

The  Code  of  Health  and  Longevity ;  or  a  Concife  View  of  the 
Principles  calculated  for  the  Prefervation  of  Health,  and  the  Attain- 
ment of  Long  Life ;  being  an  attempt  to  prove  the  Practicability  of 
condenfing  within  a  narrow  compafs  the  moft  material  Information  hi- 
therto accumulated  regarding  the  different  Arts  and  Sciences,  or  any 
particular  branch  thereof.     By  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Bart.     4  vol.     8vo. 

A  Letter  to  Samuel  Whitbread  Efq.,  M.  P.,  on  the  Subject  of  the 
Poor's  Laws.     By  T.  Jarrold,  M.  D. 

An  Ethical  Treatife  on  the  Paffi*ns,  founded  on  the  Principles  in- 
veftigated  in  the  Philosophical  Treatife.  By  J.  Cogan,  M.  D.  vol.  2. 
8vo.      ics.  6d.  boards. 

Prize  EfTays  and  Tranfa&ions  of  tlie  Highland  Society  of  Scotland. 
3  vol.     8vo. — N.  B.  Vol.  3.  *or  any  volume  may  be  had  feparate. 

The  Literary,  Moral  and  Medical  Works  of  the  late  Thomas  Per- 
cival,  M.  D.  F.  R.  S.  &  A.  S.F.  R.  S.  &  R.  M.  S.  Edinburgh, 
&c.  &c.  To  which  are  prefixed,  Memoirs  of  the  Life  and  Writings 
of  the  Author,  and  a  Selection  from  his  Literary  Correfpondence.  By 
his  Son.  4  vol.  8vo.  The  works  are  fo  arranged,  that  the  Literary 
and  Moral  Writings,  with  the  Life,  may  be  had  feparately,  in  2  vol 
8vo. 

The  Young  Lady's  Pocket  Library,  or  Parental  Monitor  j  contain. 

1.  Dr  Gregory's  Father's  Legacy  to  his  Daughters. 

2.  Lady  Penington's  unfortunate  Mother's  advice  to  her  Daughters. 

3.  March ionefs  De  Lambert's  advice  of  a  Mother  to  her  Daughter. 

4.  Moore's  Fables  for  the  Female  Sex.     6s. 

The  New  Table  of  Memory,  (hewing  every  Memorable  Event  in 
Hiftory,  from  the  eariieft  period  to  the  year  1 807,  comprehending  an 
Epitome  of  Englifh  Hiftory ;  with  an  exa&  Chronology  of  Painters, 
Eminent  Men,  8cc.  with  feveral  ufeful  Lifts.  Illuftrated  with  a  Chart 
of  Britifh  and  Foreign  Hiftory.     4s.  6d. 

MINERALOGY. 

A  Methodical  Diftribution  of  the  Mineral  Kingdom,  into  Clafles, 
Orders,  Genera,  Species,  and  Varieties.  By  D.  C.  Clarke,  LL.  D. 
il.  is.  boards. 

MILITARY. 

A  Detailed  Account  of  the  Battle  of  Aufterlitz,  by  the  Auftrian 
Major  General  Strutterheim,  with  Notes.  By  a  French  Officer.  Tranf- 
lated  from  the  French,  by  Major  Pine  Coffin.     8vo. 

The  Proceedings  of  a  General  Court  Martial  on  the  Trial  of  Captain 
J.  Garthwaite  of  the  Suflex  Militia.     5s. 
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NATURAL  HISTORY. 

The  Hiftory  of  Seventy -Four  of  the  moft  remarkable  and  iriterefting 
Britifh  Birds ;  containing  a  popular  View  of  their  Characters  and  Ha- 
bits; accompanied  by  Anecdotes,  chiefly  intended  for  the  Amufement 
■nd  Inftrudion  of  young  Perfons.  By  the  Author  of  the  Hiftory  of 
Britifh  Domeftic  Quadrupeds,  With  beautiful  coloured  Engraving* 
5a.  half-bound. 

NOVELS. 

My Actions  Wanderer.     3  vol.     lamo.     12* 

The  Riling  Sun,  a  Satirical  Romance.     2  vol.  with  Plates. 

The  Benevolent  Monk,  or  the  Caftle  of  OlaHa,  a  Romance.  3  vol. 
13s.  6d.  • 

The  Monk  of  Difleutis,  a  Romance.     By  J.  PowelL     3  vol.     L2S. 

Sans  Souci  Park,  or,  the  Melange.  By  Maria  Tharmott.  3  vol 
13s.  6d» 

Wflhdmina*    2  vol*    tSs. 

A  Summer  by  the  Sea.     2  vol.     6u 

Conftance  De  LindenCdorf ;  or  the  Force  of  Bigotry.  By  S.  Francis* 
4  vol.     18s. 

Elizabeth,  or  the  Exiles  of  Siberia  ;  a  Tale.  By  Madam  Cottin. 
4s.  66. 

Laurette,  or  the  Caprices  of  Fortune.  By  Mrs  Thompfon.  3  vol. 
131.  6d.  boards. 

POLITICS. 

Additional  Taxes.     By  Philoxenus.     is.  6d» 

A  Collection  of  important  RJeporta  and  Papers  on  the  Navigation 
and  Trade  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  and  the  Britifh  Colonies  in  the 
Weft  Indies  and  America;  with  Tables,  &c.  &c.     8vo.    14s.  boards. 

South  American  Independence ;  or,  the  Emancipation  of  South 
America  the  Glory  and  Intereft  of  England.     By.  W.  Burke.     3s. 

Subftance  of  the  Speech  of  the  Right  Hon.  George  Canning,  in  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  the  5th  of  January,  on  the  Condud  of  the  late 
Negociation  with  France^    29.  $d. 

Lord  Henry  Petty 's  Speech  on  the  State  of  the  Public  Accounts,     is. 

Statement  of  a  Plan  of  Finance,  propofed  to  Parliament  in  the  Year 
1807. 

A  Concife  Statement  of  the  Queftion  regarding  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slave  Trade,  now  under  Difcuffiou  in  Parliament. .   3s. 

The  Dangers  of  the  Country.  By  the  Author  of  "  War  in  Dif- 
gttife." 

Mr  Whitbread's  Speech  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons,  Monday,  5.  Jan. 
1807- 

A  Letter  on  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.  By  W.  Wtfbcr* 
force,  Efq.     29. 

A  Letter  to  W.  Manning,  Efq.  M.  P.  on  the  rapid  and  progreffive 
Depreciation  of  Weft  India  Property.    By  C  Bofanquet,  Efq.    is.  6d. 

Advantages  of  Ruflia.  iu  the  prefeot  Cooteft  with  France ;  with  a 
Defcription  of  the  Cofiacke.     28.  6d. 

vol.  x.  no.  19.  Q^  The 


Dfgiti 


zed  by  G00gle 


*4*  ^uarUrly  Lift  of  Nino  Pub&ietvmj.  April 

The  Statement  of  the  Plan  of  Finance  propofed  this  Seffion  of  Par- 
liament hy  Adminiftration  \  with  Table*,  &c     5s. 

Tuiai  of  George  Rofe,  Efq.  in  the  Year  1791,  in  the  Court  of 
King's  Bench,-  at  the  Suit  of  Mr  Smith,  a  Publican  of  Weiwinfter, 
for  Bufiaefs  done  at  the  then  contelted  Elf  A  ion,  feeding  Lord  Hood't 
Spends,  &c.     if.  6d. 

A  Letter  addrrfled  to  Mercator,  in  Reply  to  his  Letters  on  the 
Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade.     By  A.  Plomptre.     is. 

Suggcftions  for  Count  crafting  any  injurious  Effects  upon  'the  Papu- 
lation of  the  Brltifh  Weft  India  Colonies  from  the  Abolition  of  the 
Slav*  Trade.     By  R.  T.  Farqoha.r,  Efq. 

The  Policy  of  reducing  the  Property  Tax,  and  of  carrying  on  the 
War  for  ihe  next  Five  Years  without  any  new  Taxes. 
*  A*  Short  View  of  the  Political  State  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland, 
at  the  Opening  of  the  New  Parliament,  with  Remarks,  &c.     St. 

Reply  to  a  Pamphlet,  entitled,  The  State  of  the  Negociatioow    as.  66. 

Official  Papers  relative  to  the  Negoctation  with  France,  prefeoted 
hy  His  Mejetty's  Special  Command  to  both  Honfes  ol  Parliament,  De- 
cember 22,  1806.     8vo.     4s. 

An  Addrefe  to  R.  B.  Sheridan,  on  the  Proceedings  at  the  kte  Wcft- 
minfter  Election,  including  the  State  of  Domeftic  Politics,  &c.     as. 

A  Letter  t*  M*  Whit  bread,  on  the  Duty  of  Refetoding  the  Refo- 
lutions  which  preceded  the-  Impeachment  of  Lord  Melville*     is. 

A  Letter  to  Lord  Folltftone,  oft"  his  reviving  the  Charges  made  by 
Mr  Paul  againft  the  Marqois  Wellefley.     3s. 

Subftance  of  a  1>iH  for  promoting  and  encouraging  of  Ioduftry  afmong 
the  Labouring  Clafles  of  the  Community,  and  for  the  ReHcf  and  Re- 
gulation of  the  Criminal  Poor.     is. 

The  State  of  the  Population,  the  Poor,  and  Poor  Rates  of  every 
feparate  Parifh  within  the  Bills  of  Mortality,  in- the  Cities  of  London 
and  Wcftmiafter,  the  Borough  of  South  wark,  and  County  of  Middle- 
fir*,     as. 

The  Subftance  of  Mr  Deputy  Birch's  Speech,  in  Common  Cooncd* 
March  5,  1807.     is. 

Short  •Remarks  upon  certain  Political  Occurrences,  and  particularly 
*   upon  the  New  Plan  of  Finance.     29. 

A  Letter  on  the  Abolition  of  the.  Slave  Trade  ;  addrefled  to  the 
Freeholders  and  other  Inhabitants  of  Yorkshire.  By  W.  Wilberforee, 
Efq.    8vo*    6s.  boards. 

A  Letter  to  W.  Wilberforee,  Efq.  M.  P.  on  the  propofed  Abolk 
tkm  of  tb.e  Slave  Trade.     By  W.  Smith,  Efq.     is, 

A  Review  of  the  Affairs  of  India,  from  the  Year  1798  to  18051 
comprehending  a  Summary  Account  of  the  Principal  Tranfaftions  dur- 
ing that  eventful  Period.     3s. 

A  Short  Inquiry  into  the  Policy,  Humanity,  and  part  Effects  of 
the  Poor  Laws.  By  one  of  His  Majefty's  Juftices  of  the  Peace  for 
the  Three  Inland  Counties,     bvo.     fis.  boards. 
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A  Letter  to  S.  Wbitbrcad,  Efq.  M.  P.  on  the  Subjeft  of  \ht  Poor's 
Laws.     By  TV  Jarold,  M.  D.     is. 

The  Wants  of  the  People,  and  the  Means  of  the  Government ;  of, 
Objection*  to  the  Interference  of  the  Lcgiflature  in  the  Affairs  of  the 
Poor,  as  recommended  by  Mr  Whitbread.     By  J.  Bon*.     3s. 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Honourable  Lord  Vifcount  Howick*  on  the 
Subject  of  the  Catholic  Bill.     to.  , 

Obfervations  on  fame  Doctrines  advanced  during  the  late  Election* 
in  a  Letter  to  S.  Whitbread,  Efq.  from  H.  Clifford,  Efq.     3s.  6d. 

Obfcrvatioos  on  Mr  Whitbread's  Poor  Bill,  and  on  the  Population 
of  England  ;  intended  as.  a  Supplement  to  "  A  Short  Inquiry  into  the 
Policy,  Humanity,  and  pad  Effects  of  the  Poor  Laws.  "  By  John 
Weyland,  junior,  Efq.     is.  6d. 

A  Letter  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  Vifcount  Ho  wick,  on  the  Sub- 
ject of  his  Motion  to  relieve  the  Catholics  in  the  Army  and  Navy  from 
their  prtfent  Reftri&ions  in  Religion,     is. 

A  new  and  appropriate  Syftem  of  Education  for  the  Labouring  People, 
elucidated  and  explained,  according  to  the  Plan  that  ha«  been  eftablifhed 
for  the  Religious  and  Moral  Iwflrudion  of  Male  and  Female  Children 
admitted  into  the  Free  School,  No.  19,  Orchard  Street,  in  the  City  of 
Weftminfter ;  cohtaiuing  an  Expofition  of  the  Nature  and  Importance 
of  the  Dtfign,  as  it  refpects  the  General  Intcrtfts  of  the  Community  ; 
with  Details  explanatory  of  the  particular  Economy  of  the  InftitUtioo, 
and  the  Methods  pre  fenced  for  the  furpofc  of  fecuring  and  preserving 
a  greater  Degree  of  Moral  rectitude*  as  a  Means  of  preventing  criminal 
Offences,  by  Habits  cf  Temperance,  Induflry,  Subordination  and  Loy- 
alty, among  that  nlefulClafs  of  the  Community,  comprising  the  La- 
bouring People  of  England  ;  to  which  are  added,  concluding  Obferva- 
tions on  the  Importance  of  extending  the  Syftcm  generally,  under  the 
Aid  and  Sanction  of  the  Legiilature.  Py  P.  Coiquhoon,  LL.D. 
£6.  6d.  fewed* 

TOKTRY. 

A  Collection  of  Songs,  Moral,  Sentimental,  and  Infinitive.  By 
James  Plumptree,  M.  A.     2  vol.  j2mo.     14s.  boards 

The  Progrefs  of  a  Corrupt  Senator  exemplified,  in  fix  Charaetcriftic 
Engravings,  with  Uluftrations  in  Verfe.  By  W.  M,  Woodward,  Elq. 
48.  and  7s.  6d.  coloured. 

The  Satires  of  Aulu9  PerGus  $  tranflated  into  Englifh  Verfe,  with 
the  Latin  Text  and  Notes.     8vo.     7s.  6d.     Fine,  io«. 

Admonition,  a  Poem,  on  the  Fafhionable  Modes  of  Female  Drtfs. 
By  G.  Ogg.     Foolfcap  8vo.     5s. 

Beechy  Head,  and  other  Poems.  By  Charlotte  Smith*  Foolfcap 
8vo.     5s. 

An  Evening  Walk  in  the  Foreft  j  a  Poem,  Descriptive  of  Foreft 
Trees.     By  a  Lady.     is.  6d. 

The  Slave,  and  other  Poetical  Pieces  j  being  an  Appendix  to  *  Poem* 
by  the  Rev.  J.  Mant,  M.  A.  '     2s.  6d. 
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Legendary  Talcs.    By  E.  Smith.    4s. 

All  the  Talents;  a  Satirical  Poem,  in  three  Dialogues.  By  Polypus. 
S?o.     3s. 6d. 

The  Fifherman's  Hat  in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland ;  with  other 
Poetni.     By  A.  Yeaman,  Efq.     8vo.     5s. 

The  Caledonian  Mufical  Rcpofitory ;  a  Sde&ion  of  efteemed  Songs, 
with  Plates  and  Mufic  adapted  for  the  Voice,  5cc  12  mo.  3s.  6d. 
boards. 

The  Poems  of  Offian,  in  the  original  Gaelic,  with  literal  Tranflatiooa 
into  Latin.,  By  the  late  Robert  Macfarlane,  A.  M. ;  together  with  a 
Difiertatioo  on  the  Authenticity  of  the  Poems,  by  Sir  John  Sinclair, 
Bart.;  and  a  Tranflation  from  the  Italian  of  the  Abbe*  Cefarotti's 
Critical  DifTertation  on  the  Controverfy  refpe&ing  their  Authenticity ; 
with  Notes  by  John  M'Arthar,  LL.  D.   3  vol.   42s.   Fine  3L  13s.  6d. 

Specimens  of  later  Englifh  Poems,  with  Preliminary  Notes.  By 
Robert  Southey.     3  vol.  8vo.     il.  us.  6d.  boards. 

The  Lay  of  an  lrifli  Harp,  or  Metrical  Fragments.  By  Mils  Owen* 
fon.     7s.  boards. 

The  Progrefs  of  Love,  a  Poem.     By  M.  K.  Matters.     8n>.     5s. 

The  Parnaifian  Garland,  or  Beauties  of  Modern  Poetry  ;  confuting 
of  upwards  of  Two  Hundred  Pieces,  chiefly  (elected  from  the  Works 
of  the  moft  diftinguifhed  Poets  of  the  prefent  Age.  By  John  Evans, 
A.M.     With  Plates.     32010.     2e.6d.  boards. 

Ode  on  the  State  of  Europe,     is.  6d. 

Poetical  Regifter.     Vol.  V.     ios.  6d.  boards. 

The  Syren,  containing  an  Elegant  Colled  ion  of  the  Neweft  Songs. 
21.  6d. 

Elijah's  Mantle,  a  Poem.     8 to.     Price  is. 

Saul,  a  Poem.     By  Sotheby.    4to,     Price  18s.  boards. 

The  Exodiad,  a  Poem.  By  the  Author  of  Calvary,  and  Richard 
the  Firft.     4to.     15s.  boards. 

The  Art  of  Pleating;  a  Satirical  Poem,  with  Notes.  By  H. 
Clark.     28. 

Bonaparte,  a  Poem. 

Oxford  Prise  Poems.     3s.  boards. 

The  Minftrel,  or  The  Progrefs  of  Genius,  with  fome  other  Poems. 
By  James  Beat  tic,  LL.  D.    58.  boards. 

The  Mountain  Bard ;  confifting  of  Ballads  and  Songs,  founded  on 
Fads  and  Legendary  Tales,  by  James  Hogg,  the  Ettrick  Shepherd. 
Price  50.     Fine  i08.6d.  boards. 

THEOLOGY. 

Difcurfory  Con (iderat ions  on  the  fuppofed  Evidences  of  the  early 
Fathers,  that  St  Matthew's  Gofpcl  was  the  firft  written.  By  a  Country 
Clergyman.     8vo.     3s.  fewed. 

A  Catechifm  for  the  Ufe  of  all  the  Churches  in  the  French  Empire ; 
to  which  is  added  the  Pope's  Bull,  and  the  Archbifhop's  Mandamus, 
franflatcd  from  the  Original.     By  DaviO  Bogue.     3s.  6d.  boards. 
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'  ThcEffcnce,  Spirituality,  and  Glorious  Iffue  of  the  Religion  of  Chrift 
-  to  all  God's  chofen,  exhibited  in  Remarks  on  the  •  Verily,  verily, '  as 
ofed  by  our  Lord  in  many  parts  of  Scripture.  By  Samuel  Bernard,  jua. 
I2IBO.     4s.  6d.  boards. 

A  Sermon,  preached  at  Leicefter,  June  6.  1806,  at  the  Vifitation  of 
the  Right  Rev.  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Lincoln,  by  the  Hon.  and  Rev. 
H.  Ryder,  A.  M.  Rector  of  Lutterworth,     is.  6d. 

Select  Portions  of  Pfalms,  extracted  from  various  Verfions,  and  adapt- 
ed to  Public  Worihip ;  with  an  Appendix,  containing  Hymns  for  the 
principal  Feftivals  of  the  Church  of  England.    Sheep  28. 6d.    Calf  3s.  6d. 

A  Sermon  on  the  Work  and  the  Reward  of  the  faithful  Deacons. 
By  WiHiam  Newman. 

A  Difcourfe,  oocafioned  by  the  death  of  the  Right  Honourable  C.  J. 
Fox.     ByT.  Belfham.     is. 

Oriental  Cuftoms  5  or,  an  Illuftration  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  By 
8*  Burder.     2  vol.     98.  boards. 

Coofiderations  on  the  Alliance  between  Chriftianity  and  Commerce. 
sa. 

A  Sermon,  preached  at  the  opening  of  the  Philanthropic  Society, 
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Art.  I.  The  Present  State  of  Turkey  ;  or  a  Description  of  the  Po* 
litical,  Civily  and  Religious  Constitution  Gevernment  and  Laws, 
rf  the  Ottoman  Empire ;  the  Finances;  Military  and  Naval 
Establishments  ;  the  State  of  Learning  ;  and  of  the  Liberal  and 
Mechanical  Arts  ;  the  Manners,  and  Domestic  Economy  of  the 
Turks,  and  other  Subjects  of  the  Grand  Signor,  &c.  &c.  &c.  / 
together  with  the  Geographical,  Political,  and  Civil  State  of  the 
Principalities  of  Moldavia  and  Wallachia ;  from  Observations 
made  during  a  Residence  of  Fifteen  Tears  in  Constantinople  and 
the  Turkish  Provinces.  By  Thomas  Thornton.  Efq.  4to« 
pp.  468.     London.     Mawman.     1807. 

'X'hb  fubje£k  of  this  work  is  In  an  uncommon  degree  interfiling 
**•      at  the  prefent  moment $  but  we  arc  inclined  to  beftow  par- 
ticular attention  upon  it,  rather  from  a  confideration  of  the  per- 
manent importance  of  the  contents,  than  becaufe  of  the  tempo* 
rary  attra&ions  which  the  difcuflion  poflefles.     No  general  work, 
of  authority,  has  appeared  upon  the  affairs  of  Turkey,  for  a  great 
length  of  time.     Since  the  publications  of  Rycaut  and  Cantemir* 
important  changes  have  taken  place  in  the  ftate  of  that  ex  ten  five 
empire.     The  Tableau  General  of  D'Ohflbn,  is  fcarccly  known  in 
this  country ;  and  though  exceedingly  valuable,  fo  far  as  it  goes, 
•  from  the  author's  peculiar  opportunities  of  information,  is  dill 
very  incomplete,  that  part  only  having  been  publifhed  which  treats 
of  the  religion  of  the  Turks.  #    Mr  Eton's  book  abounds  in  mif* 
vol.  x.  no.  20.  R  takes ; 

•  We  hive  not  had  the  advantage  of  confultinpr  this  work,  but  we 
fuppofe  that  it  comprehends,  under  religion,  a  considerable  portion  of 
the  other  branches  of  the  fubjed.  The  author  it  an  Armenian,  borct 
in  Turkey,  acd  a  tributary  fubjed  of  the  Porte.  Mr  Thornton,  very 
properly,  appeals  to  his  authority,  as  in  mod  cafes  preferable  to  that  of 
•thcr  writers,  00  difputod  points* 
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takes ;  is  evidently  written  under  the  impreffion  of  a  political  the* 
ory,  and  receives  niore  than  its  (hare  of  mercy,  if  its  mifrepre- 
fentations  are  imputed  to  the  influence  of  fuch  a  prepofleffion. 
The  work  no*  under  review,  we  therefore  confider  as  a  valuable 
acceffion  to  ftatiftical  knowledge ;  and  as,  on  the  whole,  the  bcft 
general  account  of  the  Turkifh  empire  hitherto  publiflied. 

We  muft  not,  however,  difguife  from  our  readers,  the  labour 
which  they  will  have  to  encdtlhter,  if  they  follow  our  advice,  and 

nfe  Mr  Thornton's  book.    It  is  very  ill  put  together,  and  bad- 
ritten.    The  materials  are  not  ufcd  to  the  beft  advantage ;  and 
we  fufpe&  they  have  beerf  furnifbed  by  the  colle&or  to  fome  one  ig- 
norant of  the  fubjeft ;  and  by  him,  according  to  the  fafhion  of  the 
times,  made  into  a  book,  with  the  fcffiftance  of  former  publications  on 
the  fame  fubjeft.     If  this  be  the  cafe,  Mr  Thornton  has  committed 
the  furthep  miftake  of  employing  an  unflulfui  writer.    These  is  no 
diftinft  or  convenient  avrangement,-**hihgs  are  not  to-  be  found 
in  their  proper  places,— repetitions  are  frequent,— contradi&ions 
not  uncommon, — the  common  benefits  of  an  index  are  denied  to 
the  weary  reader,— much  of  what  (hould  be  given  as  part  of  Mr 
Thornton's  narrative  or  difcuflion,  is  thrown  into  the  form  of  cri- 
ticifm  upon  the  writings  of  his  predeceflbrs,  who  are,  indeed, 
reviewed  in  a  defultory  way,  in  almoft  every  page.    The  notes 
contain  a  large  portion  of  what  belongs,  properly,  to  the  text, 
which  is  thus,  every  where,,  quite  imperfect  without  them,  and 
very  often  is  materially  altered  by  them.    On  difputed  queflfions, 
we  can  fcarcely  ever  get  hold  of  a  elear  opinion.    This  author  is 
wrong, — that  author  is  not  right ;.  and  Mr  Thornton  gives  his  own 
account  of  the  matter,  fubjed  to  fo  many  modifications  and  re- 
itriSions,.  and  fcattered  over  fo  many  parts  of  his  fubjeS,  that 
we  do  not,  after  all,  fee  his  meaning,— or  perhaps  find  it  coincides 
with  the  do&rines  he  has  been  criticizing.    The  general  differta- 
tions  are  very  meagre  and  fuperficial.    The  ftyle  is  verbofe  and 
full  of  pretentions  to  eloquence.     Declamation,  which  is  b  fo- 
reign to  the  obje&  of  any  fcientific  work,  and  fo  peculiarly  mif- 
placed  in  a  (utiftical  treatife,  abounds  in  every  page-    To  it, 
great  facrifices  of  corre&nefs,  as  well  as  concifenef^  ace  evidently 
made;  and.  we  frequently  have  the  impreffion,  that  things  arc 
faid,  becaufe  the  writer  had  a  turn  of  expreffion  fuitcd  to  them* 
and  not  becaufe  they  were  eflential  to  the  elucidation  of  the  fub- 
je&.    To  fatisfy  our  readers,  once  for  all,  of  the  manner  of  writ- 
ing ufed  by  Mr  Thornton,  we  (hall  extra&  a  part  of  his  long  eu- 
logium  on  the  ancient  Greeks,  introduced  profefledly  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  contrafling  them  with  their  defcendants ;  but,  in  lotnc 
degree  alfo,  (as  we  (hould  fuppofc),  for  the  fake  of  its  eloquence. 
*  Who  are  the  modern  Greeks  ?  and  whence  did  Con  ft  amine  collrft 
the  mixed  population  of  hit  capital ;  the  hetd  of  dogmatiflt  and  hyp*- 
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crites,  whom  ambition  had  converted  to  the  new  religion  of  the  court  i 
certainly  not  from  the  families  which  hare  immortalized  Attica  and 
Lacooia.  They  never  fprang  from  thole  Athenians,  whofe  patriotic 
ardour  could  not  wait  the  tardy  approach  of  the  Peraan  army,  bat  im- 
pelled them  over  the  plaint  of  Marathon,  to*  an  unpremeditated  charge, 
whereby  they  forced  the  fuperior  numbers  of  an  invading  enemy  to  feek 
refuge  in  the  fea.  The  lofty  Spirit  of  Athenian  independence  could 
not  brook  the  mild  yoke  of  Perfian  defpotifm :  they  reftifed  to  di&o- 
nour  the  foil  of  Attica  by  offering  the  fmalleft  particle  of  it  as  a  tri* 
bute  to  a  foreign  fovereign  ;  though  their  enlightened  patriot ifm  coold* 
upon  a  great  emergency,  rife  fuperior  even  to  the  natural  attachment* 
which  fo  powerfully  binds  men  to  their  native  (oil :  they  abandoned 
their  city,  with  the  temples  of  their  deities,  and  the  tombs  of  their 
anceftors,  to  the  fury  of  the  barbarians,  and  embarked  on  board  their 
navy,  what  really  conftituted  the  Athenian  commonwealth,  the  whole 
of  the  Athenian  «hicens» 

«  From  Athens  and  the  borders  of  the  lKffus,  the  feat  of  literature 
and  fcience,  even  when  arms  were  wrefted  from  tht  haods  of  its  citx« 
sens,  the  invitation  of  Conftantine  attracted  no  philofopher.  The  ca* 
pita),  with  all  its  allurements  of  fpkndour  and  luxury,  could  not  come 
rn  competition  with  the  more  enchanting  impref&ons  of  groves  and  gar- 
dens confecrated  to  philofophy  and  fcience  i  and  they  continued  to 
ftudy  the  dsctriuet  of  the  Porch,  the  Lyceum,  and  the  Academy,  on  the 
fame  ground  where  they  were  ftrft  promulgated,  until  Tbeodofhw  finally 
expelled  them. ,  Still  Ids  can  the  modern  Greeks  be  feippofed  the  de- 
icendants  of  the  citiaens  of  Sparta,  of  thofe  ferocious  warriors  to  whom 
a  ftatc  of  actual  warfare  was  repofe,  when  compared  with  the  intervals 
of  hoftility,  fpent  in  gymnaftic  exercifes,  and  the  moft  fatiguing  duties 
of  the  military  life.  Formed  by  the  rigid  obfcrvance  of  the  laws  of 
Lycurgus,  and  animated  with  the  warroeft  enthufiafm  of  real  patriot- 
ifm,  Leonidas  and  his  fmall  illuftrious  band,  with  deliberate  refolution, 
devoted  their  lives  at  Thermopyla  for  the  freedom  of  Greece.  But 
the  Spartans  were  the  terror  of  all  the  neighbouring  dates,  except  thofe 
who  were  their  dependent  allies.  At  length  the  devouring  fire  of  their 
valour  coofumed  itfelf :  and  long  before  the  feat  of  government  was 
removed  from  Rome  to  Conftantinople,  the  Spartan  families,  if  not 
wholly  extinct,  could  no  longer  be  diftinguifhed  among  the  mafe  of  fub* 
miffive  fubjects  of  the  Roman  empire.  '    69.  70.  71. 

Such  are  the  principal  defects  of  which  we  hive  to  complain 
in  the  composition  of  this  work.  They  are  no  doubt  very  seri- 
ous evils,  and  exceedingly  diminish  its  value.  It  contains,  ne- 
vertheless, a  great  deal  that  deserves  praise.  The  author  is,  in 
general,  free  from  strong  prejudices.  If  he  seems  to  lean  a  lit- 
tle too  much  towards  the  Turks,  he  fairly  states  his  reasons,  and 
shows  that  others  have  exaggerated  their  defects.  He  is,  in  ar 
proper  degree,  prone  to  incredulity  where  travellers  and  writers 
of  descriptions  have  asserted  what  is  unlikely  or  stranoe,  and  is 
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frequently  successful  in  detecting  such  tales  by  their  inconsisten- 
cies, without  having  recourse  to  his  own  authority  as  an  eyewitness. 
His  opportunities  of  procuring  information,  however,  have  been 
considerable.  He  resided  at  Constantinople  fourteen  years  in  the 
British  factory,  and  fifteen  months  at  Odessa,  and  made,  during 
that  time,  occasional  excursions  to  Asia  Minor,  and  the  islands 
of  the  Archipelago,  He  enjoyed  the  acquaintance  of  the  most 
respectable  foreign  ministers  and  their  interpreters,  and  was  to- 
lerably well  versed  in  the  language.  His  leisure,  which  he  says 
was  considerable,  seems  to  have  been  employed  in  reading  the 
accounts  of  those  who  had  treated  of  Turkish  affairs,  and  in  de- 
tecting their  mistakes  or  misrepresentations.  A  great  part  of  his 
book  is  accordingly  made  up  of  such  remarks ;  and  though  we 
are  sure  that  he  is  frequently  led  into  errors,  from  the  desire  of 
finding  other  people  in  the  wrong,  and  sonietimes  see  him 
differing  from  them  for  the  sake  of  objecting,  when  there  is 
clearly  no  opposition  of  sentiments ;  yet  we  cannot  deny  that  his 
pages  contain  a  masi  of  corrections,  which  must  render  the  works 
already  in  our  possession  much  more  valuable.  Had  he  only  gi- 
ven his  information  in  a  more  distinct  and  orderly  manner,  and 
conveyed  it  in  a  less  ambitious  style,  so  as  to  have  made  his 
meaning  more  intelligible,  we  should  have  been  contented  with 
recommending  the  book  to  our  readers,  and  only  stated  the  few 
points  on  which  we  differ  from  him.  But  the  defects  of  his  ar- 
rangement, and  the  contradictions  and  repetitions  through  which 
we  have  to  work  our  way  to  the  substance  of  his  statements,  as 
well  as  the  declamation  in  which  they  are  wrapt  up,  render  it  de- 
sireable  that  we  should  digest  the  most  important  parts  of  the 
information  which  this  book  contains  in  as  concise  an  abstract  as 
the  nature  of  the  subject  will  permit. 

In  pursuing  this  plan,  we  shall  make  no  apology  for  deviating 
entirely  from  JMr  Thornton's  arrangement.  He  divides  his  work 
into  nine  chapters.  The  first  contains  general  remarks  on  the 
manners  and  institutions  of  the  Turks ;  and  the  second,  profes- 
sing to4ace  the  rise  and  progress  of  the  Ottoman  power,  gives  a 
few  short  notices  of  the  chief  epochs  in  its  history,  and  then  runs 
into  a  number  of  unconnected,  and,  for  die  most  part,  superfi- 
cial dissertations  on  the  present  state  and  f utuTe  prospects  of  the 
empire.  Almost  the  whole  of  those  two  chapters  should  have 
come  after  every  other  part  of  the  subject  had  been  discussed. 
The  third  chapter  treats  of  the  constitution,  and  the  fourth  of 
the  judicial  establishments ;  although  we  conceive  it  is  impossi- 
ble, with  any  advantage,-  to  separate  those  two  subjects,  or  to 
discuss  them  clearly,  without  a  previous  attention  to  the  religion 
•f  this  theocracy!  which  is  reserved  for  a  part  of  the  seventh 
\  •■      .  •  -*  chapter. 
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chapter.  The  military  and  ftavil*  department,  aqd  the'  finances, 
occupy,  with  sufficient  precision  and. distinctness,  the  fifth  tmd 
sixth;  though  they  contain  a  good  deal  of  matter  belonging  *q 
the  questions  discussed  in  the  third.  .  The  seventh  <rhppter  treats 
of  religion,  manners,  and  customs  i  the  eighth  of  women,  and 
domestic  economy, — another  separation  sifigulafly  injudicious,  as 
the  subjects  of  those  two  chapters  are  nearly  the  same  j  and  the 
book  concludes  with  a  desultory*  account  of  Moldavia  and  Walr 
lachia.  Instead  of  following,  this  arrangement*  we  shall  clase 
whatever  we  have  found  scattered  through  the  volume,  relating 
to  religion  and  religious  establishments,  under  one  head,  and  shaU 
enter  upon  this  fundamental  subject,  immediately  after  giving  a 
short  sketch  of  the  Turkish  history.  We  shall  then  consider 
the  power  of  the  Sultan,  and  the  manner  in  which  it  is  exercised* 
This  will  lead  us  to  the  checks,  if  such  they  can  be  called,  which 
have  been  provided  to  it.  We  shall  next  describe  the  military 
and  .-financial  resources  of  the  state,  and  then  the  manners  and 
customs  of  the  people.  We  shall  conclude  with  noticing  the 
situation  in  which  the  empire  at  present  stands  .with  regard  to  its 
neighbours.  This  arrangement  will  easily  comprehend  almost 
every  material  particular  contained  in  Mr  Thornton's  work. 

-  The  Turks  or  Turkomans  inhabited  an  extensive  and  fertile 
country  bordering  on  the  Caspian.  From*  thence  they  made  se- 
veral eruptions,  at  an  early  period,  into  the  Asiatic  provinces  of 
the  Roman  empire*  About  the  beginning  of  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury, their  first  great  invasioh  took  place  under  Soliman  Shah, 
whose  progress  extended  to  the  Euphrates.  His  son  continued 
those  conquests ;  and  his  grandson,  Osman,  laid  the  foundation 
of  the  dynasty  which  still  bears  his  name.  After  this  perjoc^ 
they  wrested  the  eastern  provinces  from  the  empuffl>  one  by  one, 
in  toe  course  of  a  century  and  a  half ;  and  in  1453,  Mahomet  IL 
took  the  capital  of  the  Greek  emperors,  and  decided  the  contest 
which  had  indeed  long  been  wholly  in  favour  of  the  Ottomans. 
Their  power  now  received  constant  and  rapid  increase.  They 
•educed  the  Greeks  to  the  abject  state  of  vassals,  tolerated  only 
in  a  very  private  exercise  of  their  religion,  and  permitted  to  re- 
tain certain' civil  rights,  on  payment  of  annual  tribute.  Their 
conquests  extended,  at  the  beginning  of  the  seventeenth  century, 
over  the  Saracen  and  Greek  empires.  They  had  subdued  part  of 
Persia,  andr  begun  to  threaten  the  dominion  of  Austria,  from 
which  they  had  already  gained  a  part  of  Hungary.  The  alarrp 
of  Christendom  was  great  and  general.  The  statesmen  of  those 
times  describe  their  solicitude  in  terms  similar  to  those,  which  are 
now  applied  to  the  common  apprehensions  of  the  French  power* 
To  what  causes  the  decline  of  this,  powerful  empire  may  be  su- 
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scribed,  is  a  Question  discussed  by  Mr  Thornton  on  very  limited 
and  superficial  grounds.  He  imputes  it  entirely  to  the  invention 
of  gunpowder  \  although  he  admits  that  Mahomet  II.  made  use 
of  artillery,  and  asserts,  that  the  Turkish  forces  of  the  present 
day  are  only  inferior  to  those  who  conquered  the  eastern  empire 
in  their  want  of  good  generals  (p.  59.  ft  56.)  But  surely  tneir 
not  using  gunpowder*  and  their  want  of  generals,  are  direct 
proofs  of  a  much  more  universal  difference  between  them'  and 
their  European  neighbours,  and  of  a  degeneracy  in  their  whole 
military  system.  TTie  despotic  and  purely  warlike  structure  of 
their  government — the  intolerant  bigotry  of  their  religion— <Bfe 
separation  which  this  perpetuated  between  them  and  the  rest  of 
Europe— the  obstacles  which  that  opposed  to  their  own  progress  in 
civilization, — may  safely  be  stated  as  the  causes  of  their  not  only 
failing  to  keep  paoe  witn  the  improvements  by  which  they  were 
surrounded,  but  degenerating,  both  in  their  civil  and  military  in* 
tfttutions,  from  tha*bnes  when  their  princes  oeased  to  conquer, 
and  the  loss  of  the  talent  which  alone  tney  ever  possessed,  left  no* 
thing  in  its  place. 

I.  The  religion  of  the  Turks,  is  Mahometanism  in  its  utmost 
purity,  and  in  complete  preservation  from  the  days  of  its  founder. 
They  believe  in  one  God,  and  in  the  divine  mission  of  his  pro- 
phet. They  scrupulously  follow,  as  the  rule  of  their  conduct* 
his  preoepts  contained  in  the  Koran,  and  his  example  ;  together 
with  certain  *ayings  not  recorded  in  that  book,  but  nanded  down 
by  tradition.  The  leading  maxims  thus  delivered  and  religiously 
observed,  aie,  the  maintenance  of  the  faith,  the  performance  of 
certain  outward  ceremonies,  and  hatred  of  other  sects.  Their 
belief  is  inculcated  as  so  necessary  to  eternal  salvation,  and  so 
sure  of  working  this  end  without  the  aid  of  good  works,  that  we 
need  not  be  surprised  to  find  scarcely  one  freethinker  in  the  Whole 
of  the  Turkish  population.  A  few  reasoning  men,  may  here  and 
there  be  found,  who  hold  that  a  life  of  sanctity,  independent  of 
faith,  is  sufficient.  But  the  church  condemns  this  as  the  worst  of 
heresies ;  •  and  those  persons  must  keep  their  doctrines  carefully  to 
themselves.  The  inducements  to  hold  the  faith  of  their  fathers, 
are  so  strong  among  an  indolent  and  sensual  people,  that  any 
doubt  or  scruple  is  likely  to  be  rejected  as  a  present  injury. 
<  Whatever  happens  during  this  life  is  well ;  God  ordains  it.  If 
we  live,  we  shall  smoke  so  much  tobacco,  enjoy  so  many  Cir- 
cassians, saunter  away  so  many  hours  in  our  baths.  K  death 
comes  to-morrow,  we  have  kept  the  faith,  and  shall  inevitably 
sup  in  paradise,— with  better  tobacco,  fairer  women,  and  more 
voluptuous  baths. '  A  notion  of  this  sort,  once  rivetted  in  the 
pund,  at  aa  early  period  of  society,  will  account  for  the  horror 
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with  which  every  question  relative  to  articles  of  belief,  must  after- 
wards be  received.  It  will  account  for  the  exclusive  attention  of 
those  true  believers  to  the  concerns  of  the  present  moment,  and 
their  carelessness  about  futurity;  for  their  implicit  obedience  to  the 
easy  injunctions  of  the  Koran  •,  and  their  steady  rejection  of  all 
more  unpleasant  doctrines.  Besides  hoTding  this  faith,  they  have 
only  to  perform  the  ceremonies  «df  prayer,  ablution,  and  fasting ; 
troubksome  indeed,  in  some  respects,  from  *hei£  frequent  recur- 
rence, but  far  more  easy  thairthe  restraint  of  a  single  wicked  in- 
clination, the  sacrifice  of  an  interested  to  a  principled  view,  or 
the. fulfilment  of  any  active  duty  $  and  their  4ives  are  <pure  before 
AUah. 

As  the  object  of  the  founder  of  this  religion  was  power,  he 
carefully  enjoined  such  an  implicit  obedience  to  hiijiself  or  his 
successors,  as  might  ensure  his  divine  authority  in  the  state,  and 
such  a  hatred  of  unbelievers,  as  might  both  keep  alive  the  faith 
among  his  followevs,  and  prepare  the  way  for  the  conquest  of 
foreign  Nations.  The  most  unresisting  and  passive  obedience  to 
the  sacred  person  of  bim^who  ie  at  the  "head  both  of  the  church 
and  state,  is  inculcated  as  a -primary  religious  duty.  He  is  the 
Zii-uitahf  or  shadow  of  God  •,  the  PadiAah4siamy  or  emperor  of 
Mamietn  *  the  ImarrhvLinvsiuMmrt,  *  or  pontiff  of  Mussulmans  ; 
the  Sultandinrtj  or  protector  of  the  faith.  The  title  rf  Catipk,  was 
first  acquired  on  the  conquest  of  Egypt ;  but  the  prerogatives  an- 
nexed to  k,  of  sovereign  pontiff  and  depositary  of  the  divine  will, 
as  handed  down  from  Mahomet,  had  all  along  been  exercised  by 
the  Turkish  emperor.  He  is  farther,  in  his  temporal  rapacity,  de- 
nominated Hunkiar,  or  the  manslayer ;  it  is  the  name  commonly 
given  him,  and  denotes  &e  absolute  .power  which  he  has  over  the 
life  of  each  of  his  subjects,  in  virtueof  his  divine  commission.  Who- 
*  ever  sabmits  without  resistance  to  death  inflicted  by  his  order,  'is 
looked  upon  as  sure  of  that  eternal  felicity  oi  the  highest  order, 
which  belongs  to  martyrdom.  His  edicts,  always  received  with  re- 
ligious veneration,  are  welcomed  with  peculiar  awe,  when  accompa- 
•medby  a  mete  under  his  hand  enjoining  obedience ;  and  whatever 
may -be  the  tenor  of  such  a  command,' the  devout  Mussulman 
kisses  it  as  «oon  as  it  Is  presented  to  him,  and  piously  wipes  the 
dust  from  it  with  his  cheek.  The  Pashas  4rho  rebel  against  his 
authority,  are  -careful  to  mention  his  name  with  holy  reverence ; 
and,  during  the  course  of  their  disobedience,  scrupulously  comply 
with  his  orders  in  every' point,  except  when  he  requires  a  resig- 
nation of  their  independence,  or  some  sacrifice  injurious  to  it. 

R4  When 

*  Mmtlim  is  the  angular,  Mussulman  the  dual,  and  Mtuliminn  the 
phuml  ^  it  fignifies  #  rrfigncd  to  God, ' 
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When  he  sends  hte  executioners  to  dtespotch  a  rebellious  chieftain, 
it  is  not  uncommon  to  see  the  mere  production  of  the  imperial 
mandate,  unaided  by  any  force,  silence  all  opposition,  and  com* 
mand  obedience  from  the  rebel  and  his  followers.  Frequently, 
indeed,  the  executioner  is  stopped  in  his  attempts  to  gain  admit* 
tance,  and  himself  put  to  death.  But  if  he  once  performs  his 
office,  and  the  insurgent  leader  falls,  there  is  no  instance  of  his 
troops  revenging  his  death  on  the  bearer  of  so  sacred  a  commis* 
fiion,  though  he  comes  singly,  and  trusts  himself  among  an  armed 
multitude  of  men,  the  moment  before  in  the  act  of  rebellion* 
Rycatit  affirms,  though  Mr  Thornton  calls  it  an  exaggerated  pic» 
fure,  that  the  emperor  would  be  obeyed,  were  he  €  to  command 
whole  armies  to  precipitate  themselves  from  a  rock,  or  build  a 
bridge  with  piles  of  their  bodies  for  him  to  pass  rivers,  or  to  kill 
one  another  to  afford  him  pastime  and  pleasure, ' 

The  disciple  of  Mahomet  is  educated  in  a  haughty  belief  of  the 
superiority  of  bis  own  faith,  and  a  suitable  aversion  towards  all 
infidels.  *  I  withdraw  my  foot  and  turn,  away  my  face,  *  says  the 
prophet,  '  from  a  society  in  which  the  faithful  are  mixed  with 
the  ungodly. '— c  The  prayers  of  the  infidel,  are  not  prayersi  but 
wanderings. ' — *  Pray  not  for  those  whose  death  is  eternal}  and 
defile  not  thy  feet  by  passing  over  the  graves  of  men  the  enemies 
of  God  and  nis  prophet. '  The  example  of  the  prophet  himself, 
who.  is  recorded  to  have  frequented  the  society  of  infidels,  is  of 
po  avail  in  counteracting  those  intolerant, precepts ;  and  the  more 
other  nations  have  distinguished  themselves  from,  the  Turk  by 
their  progress  in  wisdom  and  civility,  the  more  obdurate  has  been 
his  determination  to  keep  within  the  pale  of  his  own  faith,  and  to 
despise  their  advances.  The  spirit  of  proselytism  has  been 
shown*  not  in  any  attempts  to  convert  by  argument:  the  exten- 
sion of  dominion  was  the  only  object  of  the  prophet  in  proclaim* 
ing  rewards  to  such  as  propagated  the  faith.  Whoever  refused 
the  proffieted  creed,  was  either  to  be  cut  off,  or  reduced  to  the 
state  of  a  vassal  paying  tribute  $  and  those  who  die  in  this  holy 
war,  pass  immediately  into  paradise*  c  Wash  not  their  bodies, ' 
says  the  prophet ;  c  every  wound  which  they  bear,  will  smell 
sweeter  than  musk  in  the  day  of  judgment. '  While  to  Jews  and 
Christians,  the  alternative  of  conversion,  or  tributary  vassalage 
was  held  out,  the  idolater  was  doomed  to  death.  '  Kill  and  ex- 
terminate all  worshippers  of  plurality, '  says  the  Koran ;  and  this 
tommand  has,  not  infrequently,  been  literally  complied  with., 
The  Persians,  are,  however,  held  in  peculiar  abhorrence  ;  and  it  is 
deemed  more  praiseworthy  in  the  sight  of  God_  to  kill  a  single 
worshipper  of  fire,  than  seventy  infidels  of  any  other  religion* 
The  -doctrines  which  we  have  just  now  hastily  enumerated,  are 
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not,  indeed4,  the  only  articles  of  the  faith  held  by  Turks ;  not 
are  they  unqualified,  in  the  theoretical  system  of  that  religion,  by 
other  tenets  of  a  better  kind.  But  the  history  of  Mahometanismj 
shows  how  much  more  prevalent  they  have  been  in  practice,  than 
the  milder  injunctions  with  which  they  are  mingled ;  ami  w* 
shall  reserve  for  a  subsequent  part  of  this  statement,  the  trifling 
modifications  with  which  the  manners  of  the  people  prove  that 
the  worst  precepts  have  been  followed. 

There  are  a  great  variety  of  minor  doctrines,  and  of  popular  sur 
perstitions,  recorded  in  different  parts  of  the  work  before  us,  but 
not  sufficiently  important  in  their  effects  upon  the  political  statf 
of  the  empire,  to  merit  a  minute  analysis.  They  are  rather  obr 
jects  of  literary  curiosity,  than  capable  of  leading  to  any  general 
views  of  the, subject  We  shall  merely  notice  a  few  of  them* 
The  Turks  abhor,  the  worship  of  images,  yet  think  it  decent 
to  reverence,  departed  saints,  and  to  visit  their  tombsf  They 
chiefly  invoke  the  names  of  Mahomet  and  his  four  uqniediat? 
successors.  They  conceive  idiots,  to  be  favoured  by  heaven,  from 
their  apparent  inpensibilityto  the  evils  of  life,  and  tfreir  ipdifieit 
ence  to  its  eajoymeois.  They  pri^e  relics,  or  substances  wjriefc 
have  been  in  contact  with  pereons  of  extraordinary  piety1*  ™i 
ascribe  to  them  cures  and  other  miracles  similar  to  those,  which 
the  Roman  Catholic  superstitions  inculcate.  They  dread  the 
effect  of  sorcery,  and  provide  against  it  by  much  die  same  con- 
trivances as  are  used  in  the  northern  countries  of  Euappe-  and 
Asia*  They  carefully  observe  dreams,  and  other  accidental  no- 
tions, as  ominous  of  future  events ;  and  have  a  superstitious  aver- 
sion to  all  pictures  of  the  human  body,  believing  that  aagels  canr 
not  enter  the  house  where  these  are.  The  pilgrimage-  to  Mecc» 
is  well  known ;  they  believe  that  it  cures  all  former  transgresr 
sions,  and  hold  that  a  man  should  set  about  it  as  soon  as  hi$ 
means  are  double  the  expense  of  the  journey.  Such,  at  least,  is 
the  injunction  of  the  Koran ;  and  only  necessary  impediments* 
as  blindness,  poverty,  lameness,  &c.  are  deemed  to  justify  a 
Mussulman  in  neglecting  this  act  of  devotion.  The  bfack  stork 
at  Mecca  is  an  object  of  peculiar  reverence  5  it  is  expected  to  be 
endowed  with  speech  at  the  day  of  judgment,  for  the  purpose  of 
declaring  the  names  of  those  who  performed  the  pilgrimage.  The 
sanjac-sntrify  or  standard  of  Mahomet,  being  the  curtain  of  die 
chamber-door  of  his  favourite  wife,  is  kept  as  the  palladium  of 
die  empire,  upon  which  no  infidel  can  look  with  impunity. 
It  is  carried  to  battle  with  great  formality  before  the  sultan  or 
vizier ;  and  its  return  is  hailed  by  all  the  Mussulmans  of  the  capi* 
fal  g°hig  out  to  meet  it. 

The  Turkish  church  is  in  every  particular  subordinate  to  die 
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tivil  power ;  if  the  sultan  is  considered  as  bound  by  the  law  of 
the  Prophet,  he  is  at  the  same  time  the  chief  interpreter  of  that 
law.  The  mufti,  or  skeik-ulam,  the  prelate  of  orthodoxy,  is  not 
an  ecclesiastical,  but  a  civil  functionary  ;  or,  at  least,  he  is  oftiy 
ecclesiastical  in  so  far  as  the  whole  law,  of  which  he  is  the  first 
doctor,  derives  its-origin  from  the  precepts  of  the  Koran  and  die  life 
rf  the  Prophet.  The  sultan  himself  is  sovereign  pori&F,  as  well 
as  supreme  doctor  of  law,  in  virtue  of  the  caliphat.  In  his  name, 
and  by  his  authority,  the  priests  officiate.  These  are  either  8keHr9 
who  preach,  and  Riatibs%  who  -read  the  Koran,  in  the  large 
Inosques \  Immms  (priests  par  excellence}*  who  recite  the  prayers, 
or  Muezzins,  who  chant,  from  the  towers  of  the  mosques,  certain 
fcymns,  at  stated  periods,  bearing  witness  to  the  Mussulman  faith, 
mnd  summoning  the  people  to  prayer*  In  country  parishes,  or 
small  villages,  the  Imam  generally  performs'  the  Whole  of  these 
functions,  and  is  sometimes  Hagia,  or  schoolmaster,  besides.  AH 
these  functionaries  of  religion  are  dependent  on  the  civil  magi- 
strate, who  may  displace  them  of  his  own  authority,  and  has 
himself  the  fuH  right  to  perform  every*  public  duty  and  ceremony 
to  which  a  priest  is  competent.  *  The  priests, '  says  Mr  Thorn- 
ton, *  in  their  habits  of  life,  are  not  distinguished  from  other 
citizens ;  they  live  in  the  same  society,  and  engage  in  the  same 
pursuits  *  they  sacrifice  no  comforts,  and  -are  compelled  to  n» 
acts  of  self-denial  j  their  influence  on  society  is  entirety  depend- 
ent on  their  reputation  for  learning  and  talents,  or  gravity  and 
moral  conduct  %  they  are  seldom  the  professed  instructors  of 
youth,  much  less  of  men,  and  by  no  means  are  they  considered  at 
the  directors  of  conscience  5  they  merely  chant  aloud  the  church 
service,  and  perform  offices,  which  the  master  of  a  family,  or  the 
oldest  person  in  company,  as  frequently,  and  as  consistently,  per- 
forms as  themselves.  The  Turks  know  nothing  of  those  expiatory 
ceremonies  which  give  so  much  influence  to  the  priesthood  ?  all 
the  practices  of  their  religion  can  be,  and  are  performed,  without 
the  interference  of  the  priests.  '—In  conformity  to  this  acknow- 
ledged principle,  individuals,  as  the  proprietors  of  public  hotels, 
or  great  houses,  appoint  any  persons  they  please  to  act  as  do- 
mestic chanters  and  priests,  or,  as  we  should  term  them,  do- 
mestic chaplains.  They  are  merely  employed  to  perform  what 
the  master  of  the  family  would -otherwise  do  himself. 

The  Dervishes  are  enthusiasts  who  consecrate  their  lives  to  the 
service  of  Allah,  and  the  rigorous  observance  of  the  duties  incul- 
cated in  the  Koran.  Their  institution  is  foreign  to  the  doctrines 
of  Mahometanism,  but  no  vizier  has  ever  ventured  to  suppress 
them.  They  enjoy  great  credit  with  the  people  from  their  sup^ 
eosed  sanctity,  and  from  the  ceremonies  which  they  ptrfotm*  a*- 
ir^  '  mite 
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snilar  to  incantations.  There  are  thirty-two  distinct  orders  of 
tbemv  Some  of  diem  turn  round  for  a  great  length  of  time  in  a 
*oct  of  wild  dance ;  others  howl  out  the  name  of  Allah  till  they 
throw  themselves  into  a  kind  of  fit,  and  fall  down  foaming  at  the 
jMtttb*  This  is  enough  for  the  common  people,  who*  seeing 
something  which  they  do  not  comprehend,  done  by  people  who 
€ry  out  '  Allah!'  easily  believe  that  Allah  is  at  the  bottom  of  it, 
and  revet*  it  asa  manifestation  of  his  influence.  The  Emirs  ase 
the  descendants  of  Fatima,  Mahomet's  favourite  daughter,  and, 
as-  sucl|>  highly  honoured.  They  wear  a  green  turban,  and  are 
Scattered  over  different  parts  of  the  empire.  These  two  orders 
<tf  men,  the  dervishes  and  emirs,  are  the  only  classes  in  the  com- 
munity who  possess,  as  it  were,  an  independent  existence*— the 
only  bodies  from  whom  die  mandate  of  the  government  cannot 
in  a  moment  take  away  all  marks  of  distinction,  and  reduce  them 
to  a  level  with  the  meanest  rabble* 

IL  So  great  a  portion  of  the  government  of  Turkey  consists  of 
the  sultan  s  personal  authority,  and  so  large  a  share  of  this  is  de- 
rived from  the  influence  of  religion,  that  we  have  already  amici*. 
paeed  an  important  part  of  die  civil  institutions  of  die  country  in 
describing  its  ecclesiastical  rites.  We  have  seen,  that  abject  obe- 
dience to  the  emperor  is  the  favourite  doctrine  of  Mahometanisn% 
inculcated  by  penal  sanctions,  as  well  as  the  hopes  of  infinite  re*- 
wards.  We  nave  likewise  remarked,  that,  independent  of  his 
will,  there  exists  no  clerical  order,  nor  any  thing  deserving  tltn 
name  of  a  national  priesthood.  The  Muhokm^  or  code  of  Jaws,  by 
•which  the  empire  is  governed,  consists  of  the  precepts  contained 
in  the  Koran,  the  oral  injunctions  of  Mahonfet,  and  the  decisions 
of  the  early  caliphs  and  doctors.  It  relates  to  every  subject  of 
life,  and  comprehends  various  matters  appertaining  to  govern- 
ment ;  but  the  fuhan  is  the  fole  judge  of  its  application  to  parties 
lar  cafes;  and  both  the  Koran  and  other  books  relating  to  the  law, 
ere  ftriftly  forbidden  to  be  printed.  The  Turktth  civilians  hold, 
that  his  power  is  quite  unreftrained,  except  where  religion  is  con- 
cerned ;  and  the  cafuifts  afcribe  to  him  a  chara&er  of  botinefs* 
which  no  immorality  can  tarniih.  According  to  them,  he  may  kill 
fourtttn  perfons  every  day,  without  affigning  any  reafon ;  and  they 
conceive  that  he  afts,  in  fuch  cafes,  by  a  fert  of  divine  impulfe,  which 
muft  not  be  dofely  feminized,  tie  is  the  proprietor  of,  and  heir 
to,  all  real  property,  except  what  has  been  deftined  to  pious  ufes,— 
though  cuftom  remains  him  in  the  exercife  of  this  right,  where 
there  are  natural  heirs,  and  where  the  perfon  laft  foiled  was  not 
a  fervant  of  the  crown.  He  is  the  immediate  fountain  of  all 
honour;  and,  without  his  appointment,  there  is  no  dignity  or 
rank  acquired  by  fevicc,  or  tnofaittcd  by  inheritance. 
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\  It  irf  thetnakinfcof  tbcTuriUh  law,  that  a  female  cannot  boUlbe 
ibeptre;  and,  upon  the  death  or  depofition  of  a  fultan*  though  efib&t 
«d  by.  the  molt  violent  inforieftian,  another  member  .of  the  fame 
•family  is  unifoanly  chofen  to  furtceed  him.  The  younger  brothers 
*>f  the  rcqmipg  monarch  are  kept  in  a  date  of  confinement,  mask. 
the  jealoufy  winch  characterizes  all  eaftern  courts.  The  edoo* 
ftioe  of  the  feraglio  is  fuch  as  heft  fits  a  man  so  negle&  every  im> 
portant  concern  v  to  pnxfue  a  life  of  indolent  voluptuoufaefe ;  and 
,to  be  governed  by  his  paffions  and  caprices,  whfle  be  refigni  to' a 
jninifter  the  care  of  ruling  his  empire.  .       «... 

Though  every  .thing  depends  on  the  will  of  tie  Sultan,  it  is 
iiis  constant  principle  to  act  by  4*puty.  He  never  appears  hin*. 
•eelf  -by  any  act  of  interference.  His  officers  are  created  and  re- 
moved,  by  a  word,  or  a  nod.  .  They  are  entirely  submissive  to 
Us  authority 41— they  are  accountable  to  him  for  every  thing  which 
they  or  the  people  may  do ;— rthey  stand  between  him  and  the 
people  whenever  he  may  give  discontent.  Of  these,  the  Fhar 
JhutDy  or  Grand  Vizir,  is  the  first.  He  is  the.  depositary  of  the 
iJukan V  whole  power*  so  long  as  his  master  does  not  chuseto 
interfere,  v  and  is,  in  the  first  instance,  responsible  both  to  him 
and  tp  the.  people ;  that  is  to  say,  when  any  thing  goes  wrong  in 
public  afiauis*  either  die  Sultan  or  the  people  ace  in  the  practice 
*f  taking  revenge  on  the  Grand  Vizir.  He  presides  in  the  divot, 
S>r  great.council.of  the  ministers,  where  the  Sultan  either  is,  or 
je  supposed  to  assist,  concealed. by  a  curtain,  and  taking  no  active 
^baie  in  the  deliberations.  Formerly  this  council  used  only  to 
Sanction  the  proceedings  of  the  Viiir,  without  in  any  degree  li- 
miting his  influence*  and  sharing  in  his  responsibility.  But  we 
toe  informed  by  Mr  Thornton,,  that  soon  after  die  close  of  the 
last  Russian  war,  three  ministers  leagued  together  to  check  the 
power  of  the  Grand  Vizir,  and  succeeded  in  introducing  a  change 
pf  system,  which  gives  the  divan  a  substantive  share  in  the  go- 
vernment along  with  that  minister  himself.  We  confess  .that  it 
is  somewhat  difficult  to  comprehend  how  such  a  controul  can 
exist,  when  the  Grand  Vizir  retains  his  place  of  the  Sultan's  de- 
puty in  the  executive  government,  unless  we  suppose  that  the 
6ult>  prefers  the  wisdom  and  responsibility  of  several  ministers 
to  that  of  one.  The  number  of  the  Vizirs  composing  the  divan 
yaries.  The  two  Cazp+jiers,  or  chief  judges  of  Romelia  and 
tAnatotia;  the  Capudan-fajhoj  or  high-admiral;  the  treasurer; 
the  chief  of  the  war  and  foreign  department ;  the  officer  who 
affixes  the  Sultan's  cypher  to  acts  ;  and  the  grand  purveyor,  are 
generally  members  of  this  council.  The  frequent  changes  that 
take  place  in  these  departments  do  not  at  all  affect  the  details  of 
public  business.    The  inferior  officers,  who  are  numenen*  and 
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very  expert'  in  their  functions,  remain  generally  the  same,  and 
carry  on  the  work  of  the  government  undisturbed,  while  their  so* 
periors  are  visiting  the  seven  towers,  or  the  islands,  or  losing 
their  heads,  or  are  torn  in  pieces  by  the  soldiery  or  die  multitude* 
The  failings  which  onr  author  admits  must  be  imputed  to  the 
character  of  the  Turkish  ministers,  are  not,  we  fear,  unknown 
In  the  divans  of  other  nations.  Certainly  it  would  ill  become  uj, 
at  the  present  moment,  to  express  any  contempt  for  a  people  go* 
rerned  by  men,  *  with  whom  the  preservation  of  their  own  au- 
thority is  paramdunt^to  every  consideration,  and  with  whom  it  ta 
useless  to  urge  the  interest  of  the  empire,  if  their  personal  ad* 
vantage  or  safety  be  endangered  by  the  measure. ' 

The  government  of  the  provinces  Is  entrusted  to  lieutenants, 
appointed  by  the  Sultan,  and  removeable  at  his  pleasure.  The 
greater  provinces,  comprehending  several  subdivisions,  are  go-& 
verned  by  begler-bcgs>  or  beyler-beys,  a  title  equivalent  to  €  prince 
of  princes. '  The  lesser  provinces,  either  included  as  subdivU 
sions  under  those  governments,  or  forming  separate  provinces,  of 
single  towns,  are  administered  by  governors  with  the  titles  of 
Pasha,  Bey -,  or  Ago.  Pasha  is  a  general  appellation  for  governor  ; 
but  seems  chiefly  applicable  to  provinces  of  a  certain  extent; 
Bey  is  applied  to  smaller  principalities ;  and  Aga  is  a  military  go- 
vernor, frequently  of  a  single  town.  We  speak  with  a  certain 
want  of  precision  on  this  subject ;  for  nothing  can  be  more  corn 
fused  than  Mr  Thornton's  account.  In  the  same  page,  we  are 
told  that  *  the  belerbeys  exert  a  superior  jurisdiction  over  "the  go-i 
vernments  administered  by  the  pashas,  the  beys,  and  the  sanjacs  ;  f 
— '  that  these  governments  are  called  pashaliks,  musselimliks,  tW- 
vadaRks,  and  agaliks  ; ' — *•  that  the  chief  governo-  Km  n^  autho- 
rity over  those  inferior  officers  in  his  own  district ; ' — *  that  next 
to  the  Grand  Vizir  ranks  a  pasha  of  three  tails,— -then  a  pasha 
of  two  tails, — then  a  bey,  who  has  only  one  tail, — and,  lastly* 
the  aga,  who  has  only  a  sanjak  or  standard ; '  so  that  the  last 
statement  (which  is  in  a  note)  omits  all  mention  of  the  belerbeyi 
whom  the  text  placed  first,  and  calls  sanjah,  a  standard,  which 
the  text  denominated  a  governor.  *  On  turning  to  Rycaut, 
from  whom  this  page  is  apparently  taken,  we  find  sangiack  used 
for  smaller  province,  or  subdivision  of  the  beglerbeglik ;  and 
sangiaci-beg,  for  the  governor  of  the  subdivision;  (a  nomencla- 
ture adopted  by  Mr  Thornton  also  in  another  part  of  his  book) 
p.  162.)  We  find,  also,  no  distinction  made  between  a  horse 
tail  and  a  standard ;  and  beglerbeg  and  pasha  are  used  indtscri* 

rnmately 
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*  P.  us.— The  difference  of  fpeUing  is  evidently  a  miftake ;  Sstyat 
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trilnately  for  die  governors  of  large  provinces ;  though  pasha  on- 
ly, and  not  beylerbey,  is  applied  to  the  governors  of  separate  ter- 
ritories or  towers,  larger  thin  those  governed  by  beys  or  agasj 
(Rycaut,  chap,  xii.)  Indeed,  it  is  the  frequent  misfortune  of 
Mr  Thornton's  readers,  to  find  themselves  left  in  confusion  and 
untertainty,  by  his  vague,  and  often  contradictory  statements. 
There  generally  is  no  such  thing  as  getting  at  a  fixed  ppinion,  or 
making  out  a  clear  point,  from  a  oerusal  of  this  book. 

All  these  offices  are  conferred  for  money.  The  value  of  each 
is  accurately  stated  in  a  book  at  the  seraglio  j  and,  zi  the  ex* 
piration  of  the  first  year,  the  payment  must  be  renewed ;  other- 
wise  a  successor  is  found  who  will  give  the  price.  Besides  pay- 
ing so  much  to  the  Sultan,  presents  must  be  constantly  made 
fo  court  favourites,  if  the  pasha  (we  use  the  term  generically) 
would  retain  his  place ;  and  if  those  presents  with  the  tribute 
come  regularly  to  the  Porte,  no  inquiries  are  made  into  the 
means  by  which  the  money  was  raised,  or  the  conduct  of  the  go- 
vernor in  any  other  respect.  When  a  pasha  can  establish  his 
independence  by  his  wealth  or  the  numfor  of  his  troops*  he  re- 
bels ;  that  is  to  say,  he  sends  no  remittances  to  the  Porte ;  and, 
if  the  distance  is  too  great,  or  the  Sultan's  power  too  small  to 
subdue  him  by  force,  a  sort  of  contest  in  cunning  arises  between 
the  Sultan  and  him,  the  former  trying  to  assassinate,  the  latter 
to  kill  the  assassin.  It  is  not  uncommon  for  this  feeble  power 
to  send  an  executioner,  with  orders,  if  he  should  fail  in  the  main 
object  of  his  mission,  to  heap  honours  on  the  rebellious  chief,— 
that  appearances  may  be  saved ;  a  chance  of  further  obedience 
and  tribute  obtained ;  and  punishment  deferred  to  a  fitter  season. 

III.  We  shall  now  shortly  consider  what  have  been  represent* 
echas  the  checks  to  the  absolute  power  which  we  have  just  de- 
scribed. The  Ulema,  or  body  of  the  law  and  the  religious  insti- 
tutions or  opinions  of  the  country,  are  commonly  viewed  in  this 
light.  The  Uietna  (or  learned  men),  in  its  more  extensive  signi- 
fication, comprehends  all  the  lawyers  and  priests  of  the  empire; 
but,  in  its  ordinary  sense,  it  is  restricted  to  signify,  the  juriscon- 
sults, or  muftis,  and  judges,  and  cadis  ;  that  is,  the  persons  skill- 
ed in  the  law,  and  those  appointed  to  administer  it.  Every  thing 
relating  to  this  point  is  contusion  in  Mr  Thornton ;  and  we  sub- 
join some  passages,  occurring  within  the  bounds  of  a  few  pages, 
to  show  how  little  he  or  his  compiler  have  been  at  the  pains  of 
forming  distinct  notions  of  their  subject.  '  The  Ulema,  the  per- 
petual and  hereditary  guardians  of  the  religion  and  laws  of  the 
empire,'  p.  100.  *  The  order  is  divided  into  three  distinct 
classes,  comprehending  indeed  the  ministers  of  religion,  but  dis- 
tinguishing them  from  the  fuduMa,  or  jurisconsults,  who  are  a- 
gaiu  subdivided  into  muftis,  or  doctors  of  lair,  and  cadis,  or  mi- 
nisters 
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nisten  of  justice. /  p.  101.  '  Thitf  dignity  (of  Ulema)  is  perpe- 
tual and  hereditary,  not  in  individuals,  but  in  the  order,  note 
top.  101.  €  Their  property  is  hereditary  in  their  families,  and 
is  not  liable  to  arbitrary  confiscations. '  p.  101,  '  About  the  end 
of  the  seventeenth  century,  they  were  made  removeable  aj  pica- 
sure,  like  all  other  functionaries.  *  rote  to  p.  101.  *  The  Ule- 
ma  used  formerly  to  admit  no  one  into  their  ord[e r  who  was  not 
recommended  by  some  extraordinary  merit  v  but  now  the  sultan 
creates  Ulema  at  his  pleasure,  *  p.  102,  f  The  children  of  MolLu* 
(judges  of  great  towns)  c  are  admitted  with  the  consent  of  the 
SJuik-blam  (or  chief  mufti) ;  but  it  requires  an  express  order  of 
the  sovereign  to  admit  any  other  children. '  p.  102.  The  functions 
of  the  ulema  age  perfectly  distinct  and  unconnected  with  those 
of  the  imams y  q*  immediate  ministers  of  religion.  These  do  not 
even  belong  to  the  order  of  the  Ulema,  in  thp  restricted  mean* 
ing  and  general  acceptation  of  the  word. '  p.  103.  *  The 
mufti  is  the  chief  minister  of  the  legal,  judicial,  and  religious 
power.  *  p.  94*.  '  An  ancient  prejudice,  rounded  on  the  respect 
due  to  religion  and  its  ministers,  protects  individuals  of  the  or- 
dcr  of  the  Ulema  from  judicial  inflictions,  entailing  infamy  or 
dishonour. '  p.  106.  In  p.  107,  it  is  twice  stated,  that  the  Ule- 
ma  owe  their  appointment,  individually,  as  well  as  their  conti- 
nuance in  office,  to  the  Sultan  alone.  '  The  Ulema  are  wholly 
unconnected  with  the  ecclesiastical  order. '  p.  112. 

Such  being  Mr  Thornton's  various  statements,  we  shall  pro* 
bably  be  excused,  if  we  have  failed  to  catch  his  meaning ;  for 
indeed  he  seems  not  to  know  it  himself.  But  one  thing  appears 
clear,  that  whatever  influence  this  body  possesses,  must  be  ex- 
erted without  giving  umbrage  to  the  sovereign,  who  can  remove 
every  offending  member,  and  destroy  the  mufti  himself.  The 
reputation  which  the  mufti  has  for  learning,  and  the  high  ho- 
nours with  which  he  is  treated,  both  by  the  Sultan  and  his  court, 
give  his  opinion  great  weight.  He  is  consulted  on  all  occasions 
of  importance  $.  but  if  he  gives  an  opinion  (or  feriva^  which  he 
docs  in  writing)  contrary  to  the  sovereign's  inclination,  he  is 
without  scruple  dismissed,  and  a  more  complying  counsellor  is  < 
found  to  take  office  under  the  virtual  pledge. 

The  administration  of  justice,  by  the  members  of  the  Ulema, 
whom  the  sultan  chooses  for  this  purpose,  is  worse  than  any  thing 
which  the  subjects  of  a  regular  government  can  imagine'.  It  ft 
strange  to  find  Mr  Thornton  assert,  in  general,  that  justice  is 
equally  administered  in  suits  where  both  parties  are  Turks  ;  and 
fill  a  whole  chapter  with  proofs,  that  the  Turkish  judges  are  the 
most  cruel  and  venal  persons  in  the  world.  If  the  trade  of  a  false 
witness  is  one  of  the  most  flourishing  in  Turkey!— if  the  judge  is 
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compelled  to  decide  according  to  oral  testimony,  unless  when  he 
can,  by  cross-examination,  convict  a  witness,  on  the  spot,  of  per- 
jury,— if  a  person  so  convicted  is  scarcely  liable  to  any  punUh- 
inent, — if,  moreover,  in  all  their  decisions  respecting  the  rights 
of  Jews  and  Christians,  bribery  done  sways  the  Turkish  judges;— 
h  it  conceivable  that  the  causes  between  Turks  can  be  determin- 
ed equitably  ?  The  account  given  by  our  author,  of  the  summary 
mode  in  which  both  civil  and  criminal  cases  are  decided,  is  equal- 
ly at  variance  with  his  general  panegyric ;  and  the  inference  to 
be  drawn  from  his  whole  statement  is,  that  no  such  thing  as  re* 
gular  justice  can  be  said  to  exist  in  the  Turkish  dominions. 

What  check,  then,  it  may  be  a$ked,  is  furnished  by  the  instk 
tutions  of  this  empire  to  the  power  of  the  sultan  ?  There  is  evi- 
dently but  one — the  dread  of  popular  insurrection.  Every  thing 
depends  for  its  existence  on  the  nod  of  the  prince ;  and  ne  may 
just  push  his  caprices  as  far  as  he  thinks  the  degraded  state  of  his 
subjects  will  permit  him.  He  owes  to  their  superstitions,  imme- 
diately, the  greater  part  of  his  influence— ultimately,  the  whole  of 
it  He  has  chiefly  to  beware  lest  those  superstitions  are  not  the 
cause  of  some  sudden  commotion  against  his  person,  or  that  of 
his  minister.  He  has  also  to  guard  against  any  conduct  so  gener- 
ally hurtful  to  his  people,  and  so  plainly,  so  instantly  felt  by  them, 
as  to  overcome  the  sense  of  religious  awe  with  which  they  have 
been  accustomed  to  view  his  government.  Thus  he  must  avoid 
any  violent  interference  with  religious  observances  and  the  estab- 
lished customs  of  the  country,  which  are  all  more  or  less  con- 
nected with  superstitious  feelings.  He  must  also  be  ready  to  vary 
his  conduct  when  he  perceives  symptoms  of  serious  commotions be- 
ingexcited  by  it.  The  most  successful  mode  of  showing  discontent 
at  Constantinople  is  said  to  be  setting  the  town  on  fire  in  different 
places.  When  the  sultan  learns  that  one  of  these  fires  is  no  soon- 
er extinguished  than  another  breaks  out,  he  bethinks  him  of  his 
situation,  and  begins  to  inquire  into  the  grievances  complained  o£ 
As  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  provinces,  they  may  complain  indeed 
of  their  pasha,  by  sundry-remonstrances  to  the  Porte;  but  without 
presents,  so  large  as  to  exceed  those  which  he  sends  in  his  defence^ 
the  application  is  altogether  vain.  It  may  easily  be  imagined, 
that  the  pasha  is  less  exposed  to  insurrection  than  the  sultan ; 
and  his  government  is  in  proportion  more  severe. 

IV.  When  the  Turks  overran  the  provinces  of  the  Greek  em- 
pire, they  divided  the  lands  in  a  manner  analogous  tp  that  pursued 
by  the  northern  nations  under  similar  circumstances.  The  ge- 
neral, after  seizing  a  certain  portion,  assigned  the  rest  to  his  of- 
ficers and  men,  upon  condition  that  they  should  attend  him  in  all 
future  wars  as  soon  as  required.  The  principal  difference  be- 
tween 
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tween  this  and  the  feudal  tenures  of  the  north  was,  that  all  the 
proprietors  held  immediately  of  the  general  or  sultan— and  no  one 
owed  service  to  any  intermediate  chief.  Such  of  the  former  infi- 
del proprietors  as  were  not  extirpated  during  the  conquest,  were 
permitted  to  remain  as  cultivators,  or  tributaryjproprietors  of  the 
lands  not  exhausted  by  the  first  partition.  The  Mussulmans  a«- 
lone  were  allowed  to  serve  in  war.  Those  conquered  Mussul- 
mans who  preferred  a  life  of  peaoe,  were  classed  with  the  infidel 
tributaries!  and  paid  a  capitation  tax  as  commutation  for  their  mi- 
litary services.  This  class,  whether  infidels  or  Mussulmans,  are 
called  Rmfahs ;  but  that  appellation  is  more  commonly  restricted 
to  the  infidel  tributaries,  who  are  likewise  denominated  Zimrm/s, 
while  the  Mussulman  tributaries  are  called  Bdedts*  The  Mussul- 
man Rayahs  form  the  national  *  the  feudal  proprietors  form  the 
feudal  militia.  All  Mussulman  inhabitants  capable  of  bearing 
arms,  are  bound  to  join  the  Pasha's  -standard  \  but  the  former 
class  are  a  sort  of  volunteers,  and  soon  return  home  \  the  latter 
serve,  and  furnish  a  contingent  of  troops,  from  the  obligations  of 
their  charter,  and  are  somewhat  more  to  be  depended  upon.  The/* 
are  either  Zahns  or  Timariats,  according  as  they  possess  a  Zaimet, 
or  a  Timor  g  the  former  containing  £00  acres,  or  upwards,  the. 
latter  from  300  to  500.  *  In  the  reign  of  Soliman  L,  there  were 
3192  Zaims,  and  50,160  Timars,  which  furnished  150,000  men 
to  the  militia}  Olivier  reckons  about  60,000,  and  Mr  Etpa 
132,000.  Whatever  the  number  may  now- be,  they  are  little  a- 
dapted  to  the  modern  practice  of  warfare.  They  remain  in  the 
field  only  till  they  obtain  a  certificate  which  cannot  be  refused,  af- 
ter the  campaign  has  lasted  six  months.  Thqy  then,  at  the  be- 
ginning of  winter,  desert,  or  rather,  march  off  uvlatge  bodies,  as 
happened  when  they  were  serving  in  Syria  last  war.  Those  pro- 
prietors of  fqpdal  lands,  who  do  not  furnish  a  contingent,  must; 
pay,  in  the  European  provinces,  one  year's  revenue  \  in  the  Asiatic* 
two*  This,  together  with  the  capitation  tax,  and  the  commuta- 
tion money  of  the  Bekdis3  formed  the  bulk  of  the  Turkish  reve- 
nue, as  the  militia  supplied  the  army,  hy  which  the  Ottoman  con- 
quests were  made.  The  changes  which  have,  in  the  course  of 
tune,  been  made  in  both,  are  merely  additions  to  those  original 
branches  of  the  military  and  financial  system* 

About  the  middle  of  the  fourteenth  century,  the  body  of  Jani- 
zaries was  formed  >  at  that  time,  12,000  in  number.-  They  now 
amount  to  about  *0,Q00,  f  and  unite  the  function*  of  police  of- 

vol.  x.  no.  20.  S  fiqer* 

*  Thit  is  Mr  Thornton's  aec<aiat»-r~W*  have  reafan,  to  believe,  that 
be  if  wrong  it  the  enteift  which  hi  afngn*  to  thofe  divifions* 

f  This  is  much  lefs  than  the  eftimates  of  former  authors ;  but  we 
are  convinced  of  its  accuracy.  Mr  T.  judkioufly  grounds  it  on  the 
amount  ef  the  pay. 
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fleers  with  the  military  profession.     They  have  peculiar  privi- 
leges— are  judged  only  by  their  own  officers — receive  punishment 
iii  the  most  private  manner,  to  preserve  the  honour  of  the  corps — 
and  are  the  especial  instruments  of  the  Sultan  and  his  ministers 
in  government  as  well  as  his  best  regular  troops.     They  were 
formerly  trained  to  the  service  with  the  greatest  care,  and  select- 
ed from  the  finest  young  men  in  the  country.     But  their  disci- 
pline has  gradually  relaxed,  and  they  no  longer  deserve  even  a 
small  part  of  the  fame  which  they  anciently  possessed.     It  is  the 
opinion  of  good  judges,  however,  that  a  little  care  from  European 
dfficers,  might  still  restore  the  greater  .part  of  their  merits  as  an 
army.     Besides  the  effective  force  of  the  Janizaries,  a  vast  num- 
ber of  persons  are  nominally  enrolled  in  the  corps,  for  the  sake 
of  avoiding  the  capitation  tax.     The  topgis  or  gunners,  are  said  ta 
be  SOjOOO  in  number,  distributed  over  different  parts  of  the  em- 
pire.   This  includes  those  employed  in  the  cannon  founderies,  and 
as  artificers.     There  are  15,000  very  good  cavalry,  on  the  regular 
establishment ;  besides  corps  of  gebegis  or  armourers,  and  sakias 
ot  water-carriers  ;  and  the  pashas  levy  bodies  of  pioneers,  miners, 
Sec.  during  war,   or  to  assist  the  ether  forces  on  their  march 
through  the  provinces.     It  is  impossible  to  estimate  the  numbers 
of  the  Turkish  army  with  tolerable  precision.     There  is  every 
reason  to  believe,  that  the  government  itself  is  in  possession  of 
no  accurate  enumeration  of  die  militia  ;  and  the  calculation  of  the 
whole  force,  published  by  Marsigli  a  century  ago,  is  said  to  be 
the  only  one  that  can  be  relied  on.     He  estimated  the  regulars  (or 
Capicuty)  at  about  58,000  infantry,  including  janizarievS,  topgis, 
sakkas,  &c.  and  15,200  cavalry;  and  the  militia  (or   Topraili) 
at  about  126,000.     Of  the  regulars,  above  21,000  Janizaries  were 
required  for  garrisons  and  other  ordinary  services  *,  and  of  the  mi- 
litia, about  a  sixth  might  be  deducted  for  false  returns :  so  that 
the  effective  disposable  force,  militia  and  regulars,  could  not  exceed 
160,000  men.     The  relaxation  of  provincial  government  having 
greatly  increased  since  that  time,  the  Porte  generally  expects  the 
levies  of  militia  which  it  makes,  to  fall  short,  by  one  half,  of  the 
numbers  ordered. 

The  army,  thus  raised,  is  extremely  deficient  in  discipline, 
though  by  no  means  wanting  in  courage.  Tl^  officers  under- 
stand but  little  of  the  tactics  required  to  oppose  a  skilful  enemy, 
and  they  pursue  certain  eld  rules  for  disposing  their  troops,  hand- 
ed down  from  their  forefathers,  incapable  of  application  to  the 
present  state  of  military  affairs,  and  indeed  always  adhered  to, 
whatever  movements  might  be  made  to  oppose  them.  Where  a 
few  companies  are  required  to  perform  any  duty,  and  no  precon- 
certed themes  are  necessary,  the  Turkish  troops  frequently  do 
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excellent  service.  The  cavalry  will  follow  up  a  successful  attack* 
and  their  execution  is  then  dreadful.  The  infantry,  posted  in  forts  > 
will  defend  them  with  admirable  perseverance,  and  will  act  well 
as  light  troops  behind  walls  or  other  fences*  But  the  danger  to 
which  they  are  exposed  must  be  immediate,  and  they  must  be* 
employed  when  their  courage  is  up ; — they  cannot  be  relied  on  for 
the  regular  duties  of  a  besieged  garrison,  nor  will  they  rally  after 
being  broken.  In  short,  they  are  an  undisciplined  soldiery — pos- 
sessed of  sufficient  strength  and  agility — abounding  in  individual 
courage  and  fanaticism — not  unskilful  in  the  management  of 
horses  and  arms— capable  of  performing  services  where  no  great 
combination  or  foresight  is  required — and  likely  to  assist  more* 
regular  forces,  or  even  to  oppose  some  resistance  themselves  to  an 
invading  army,  however  little  may  be  expected  from  them  in  car- 
rying on  the  war  abroad.  The  same  want  of  discipline  prevails 
in  their  navy,  with  a  much  greater  want  of  skill.  They  have  se- 
vera!  very  beautiful  ships,  chiefly  built  by  foreigners,  but  wretch- 
edly manned.  There  are  about  fifteen  sail  of  the  line,  and  as 
many  frigates.  Mr  Thornton  asserts,  that,  in  navigating  small 
craft,  the  Turks  are  equally  skilful  with  the  Greeks,  and  that 
both  are  equally  unfit  to  manage  larger  vessels.  This  is  an  opi- 
nion quite  contrary  to  the  common  belief  upon  the  subject.  The 
Greeks  are  understood  to  be  greatly  superior  in  seamanship.  Mr 
Thornton  admits,  that  they  form  the  bulk  of  the  crews  of  tha 
Turkish  men  of  war ;  and,  from  their  expertness  in  managing 
coasting  ressels,  they  might  certainly  be  trained,  without  difficulty, 
to  make  tolerable  seamen. 

The  territorial  arrangements  adopted  by  the  Turks  during  their 
conquests,  laid  the  foundation  of  their  financial,  as  well  as  of 
their  military  system ;  but  the  additions  afterwards  made  to  the 
former,  have  been  much  less  considerable.  The  revenues  con- 
sist of  two  great  branches,  the  Mtri9  or  public  income ;  and  thtf 
Hazniy  or  sultan's  private  treasure.  Neither  Mr  Thornton,  nor 
any  other  writer,  has  explained  to  us  in  what  manner  this  sepa- 
ration is  kept  up ;  and  how  a  prince,  so  absolute  as  the  Grand 
Signor,  is  prevented  by  any  consideration,  except  that  of  his 
own  interest  as  connected  with  that  of  the  empire,  or  compliance 
with  custom  in  order  to  avoid  dangerous  commotions,  from 
viewing  the  whole  treasury  as  Hazni.  In  practice,  however,  the 
branches  are  kept  distinct.  The  Miri>  which  is  under  the  admini- 
stration of  the  Defterdar  Ejfemli,  or  high  treasurer,  is  derived  fnwti 
the  hdvatchy  or  capitation  tax,  paid  by  the  rayahs ;  varying  in 
different  parts  of  the  empire,  and  -  levied  differently  on  persons 
according  to  their  fortunes ;  but,  generally  speaking,  of  three 
classes,   ten,   six,   and  three  piastres,   according  to  faw:— The 
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land-tax,  being  a  tenth  of  the  produce  all  over  the  empire-;  esti* 
milted  in  the  treasury  books,  at  twenty  millions  Sterling ;  but  de» 
tained,  for  the  most  part,  in  the  provinces  to  defray  the  public 
eipences : — A  tax  on  the  produce  of  industry  in  {professions,  paid 
by.  the  rayahs,  and  estimated  at  a  fourth  of  their  clear  gains,  but 
unequally  and  arbitrarily  levied : — Customs  on  imports  and  ex* 
ports,  chiefly  farmed,,  and  collected  with  mildness,  amounting 
to  S  per  rent,  for  Frank  merchants,  and  5  for  natives  ;^ftfon** 
poly  of  the  greater  part  of  the  com:  consumed  in  Constantinople^ 
enforced  with  peculiar  strictness,  and  to  the  rigorous  prevention 
of  air  private  forestalling  v  *— the  forfeitures  of  Z'aiips  and  Tima* 
riots  who  neglect  their  military  services  ;« — the  inheritance  of  alt 
persons  in4  public  employments,  except  die  Ulema, — arid  df  all 
persons  whatsoever  dying  intestate — mines  and  csmage—- tribute 
from  Moldavia  asd  Wallachia— contributiona  in  kind  for  the  ser- 
vice of  the  nayy.  The  total  amount  of  these  branches  of  income 
cannot  be  gatnered  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  from  the  in- 
formation before  us*  Our  author,  after  Cantemir,  states  it  at 
8,375,0001.  Sterling  -r  Mr  Eton,  the  fanciful  nature  of  whose  de- 
tails he  fully  exposes,  puts  it  at  4f4-94*,250L  This  is  expended 
tin  paying  the  regular  troops  and  such  of  the  officers  as  do- not  pay 
themselves  by  extortions— repairing  the  forts  and  works— and 
providing  those  articles  for  the  navy,  which  the  empire  does  not 
furnish.  The  Hazni,  or  sultan's  treasure,  under  me  care  of  the 
second  black' eunuch,  is  derived  from  the  imperial  domains— pre- 
sents from  his  servants — contributions,  inland,  of  whatever  the 
empire  produces  fit  for  his  use — and  the  safe  of  offices  of  state, 
as  well  as  the  annual  fees  paid  on  renewing  the  appointments. 
An  attempt  has  lately  been  made  to  introduce  an  excise*,  but  it 
has  given  rise  to  great  discontents,  Kke  all  innovations  in  this  des- 
potic empire  ;  and,  if  not  already  abandoned,  will  probably  soon 
be  given  up.  The  numberless  extortions  practised  by  officers  of  aft 
denominations,  are  submitted  to,  because  enforced  by  military  exe* 
cution  ;  and  they  furnish  a  large  portion  of  most  or  the  branches 
of  revenue,  which  we  have  hastily  enumerated,  besides;  defraying* 
the  expence  of  maintaining  those  officers  and  their  attendants. 

V.  The  length  to  wnich  this  article  has  already;  extended^ 
prevents  us  from  detailing,  with  equal  minuteness,  the  particular* 
most  deserving  of  notice,  in  the  manners  and  character  of  the 
Turks.  We  have  already,  indeed,  anticipated,  in- treating  of  their 
religion,  a  considerable  portion  of  this  section.    Men  believing 

firmly 

■  ■      ■  ■  .i  ■       i     r  ■ 

*  The  rooft  fertile  provinces  are  obliged  to  deliver  grain  to  the  go*- 
Ternment,  at  low  prices ;  and  all  the  grain  brought  by  others,,  is-Md-a^ 
pricey  tad  in  quantities,,  fixed  by  .government: 
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fernjjy  in  predestination,  and  taught  to  regard  certain  useless 
ceremonies*  vixen  accompanied  by  the  involuntary,  and  to  them, 
from  their  ignorance,  necessary  act  of  faith,  as  sufficient  to  se- 
«rp  eternal  happiness  after  deatii,  are  not  likely  to  regulate  their 
lives  by  the  moral  -precepts  which  their  religion  superadds  to 
.those  ntndamentsd  injunctions  The  violent  and  capricious  na- 
ture of  the  government,  and  the  corrupt  administration  of  jus- 
tice which  we  have  been  contemplating,  must  increase,  instead 
4jS  correcting,  the  debasement  of  their  character.  It  is  a  matter  of 
surprise,  indeed,  to  find  any  good  qualities  in  -this  people-*  anA 
almost  all  authors  seem  agreed,  in  ascribing  to  them  a  quick 
f  ense  of  insult,  hospitality  to  strangers,  and  gratitude  for  pasf 
favours.  Their  natural  talents  seem  to  be  less  questioned,  the? 
more  our  intercourse  with  gthem  is  extended  y  but -while  a  con- 
tempt for  Ihe  enlightened  nations  which  surround  them^  con- 
tinues a  principle  of  their  religion,  we  can  expect  nothing  short 
of  a  violent  change  in  their  government,  to  promote  the  cultiva- 
tion of  their  abilities.  In  their  behaviour,  they  are  graceful,  so- 
date,  and  courteous ;  possesing  all  those  -Qualities  which  some  peo- 
ple in  civilized  nations  prize  as  the  perfection  of  good  .manners, 
fbejr  fondness  for  warm-baths,  smoking,  -story-telling,  sights  of 
dancing  and  wrestling,  the  pleasures  of  die  fiarem9  and  whatever 
^elsp  contributes  to  animal  gratification  without  a  considera- 
ble encroachment  upon  *heir  habitual  indolence,  is  too  well 
.tjiown  to  require  aescriptkm;  tthe  pleasures  of  intoxication, 
♦whether  »y  wine  or  opium,  are  not  so  generally  indulged  in. 
The  following  passage^  descriptive  of  the  contrast  which  the ' 
Turkish  manners  exhibit  to  our  own,  in  the  most  minute  parti- 
culars, is  -so  much  better  than  Mr  Thornton's  usual  style  rf  wri- 
ting, that  we  arc  tempted  to  believe  he  has  obtained  it  from  some 
former  author. 

'  Every  traveller  mud  have  noticed,  ((though  Dumont  appears  to  be 
<hc  fir  ft  who  has  recorded  the  obfervation,)  that  the  Turkifh  ufages 
contraft  in  a  fingular  manner  with  our  own.  This  dilfimilitude,  which 
pervades  the  whole  of  their  habits,  is  fo  general,  even  in  things  of  ap- 
parent infignificance,  as  alrooft  to  indicate  dtfign  rather  than  accident* 
The  whole  exterior  of  the  oriental  is  different  from  ours.  The  Eu- 
-ropean  {lands  firm  and  erect,  (his  head  drawn  back,  his  cheft  protruded, 
the  point  of  the  foot  turned  outwards,  and  the  knees  flraight.  The 
Attitude  of  the  Turk  as  left  remote  from  nature,  and  in  each  of  thefe 
•refpe&s  approaches  nearer  to  the  models  which  the  ancient  ftatuariea 
appear  to  have  copied.  Their  robes  are  large  and  loofe,  entirely  con- 
«cealiog  the  contour  of  the  human  form,  encumbering  motion,  and  ill* 
adapted  to  manly  exercife.  Our  clofe  and  (hort  drcffes,  calculated  for 
promptitude  of  a&ion,  appear  in  their  eyes  to  be  wanting  both  in  dig- 
nity and  naodefty.     They  reverence  the  beard  as  the  fymbol  of  man- 
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hood  and  the  token  of  independence ;  but  they  pradsfe  deptktioa  of 
the  body  from  motives  of  eleaolinefe.  In  performing  their  derouons, 
or  on  entering  a  dwelling,  they  take  off  their  (hoes.  In  inviting  a  per. 
fon  to  approach  them,  they  ufe  what  with  us  it  confidered  as  a  repal- 
five  motion  of  the  hand.  In  writing,  they  trace  the  lines  from  right  to 
Jcft.  The  matter  of  a  houfe  does  the  honours  of  his  table  by  faring 
himfclf  firft  from  the  difh :  he  drinks  without  noticing  the  company, 
and  they  wilh  him  health  when  he  has  fiqiflied  his  draught.  They  lye 
down  to  deep  in  their  clothes ;  they  affect  a  grave  and  phlegmatic  ex* 
terior  :  their  amufements  are  all,  of  the  tranquil  kind :  they  confound 
with  folly  the  noify  expreffion  of  gayety ;  their  utterance  is  flow  and 
deliberate  :  they  even  feel  fatisfaftion  in  filence :  they  attach  the  idea 
of  majefly  to  flownefo  of  motion  :  they  pafs  in  repofe  all  the  moments 
of  their  life  which  are  pot  occupied  in  ferious  bufinefe :  they  retire 
carry  to  reft ;  and  they  rife  before  the  fun.  *  p.  304.  305. 

It  remains  to  subjoin,  in  the  fast  place,  a  few  reflections  sug- 
gested by  the  situation  in  which  this  feeble  and  extensive  empire 
stands  with  respect  to  its  more  formidable  neighbours. 

The  doctrine,  which  some  advocates  of  Russia  have  maintain- 
ed, that  the  seizure  of  Turkey,  and  the  restoration  of  the  Greek 
empire,  would  be  an  act  of  strict  justice  towards  the  Greeks, 
and  a  fair  punishment  of  the  Ottomans — is  a  great  deal  too  ab- 
surd to  require  any  discussion.  The  Turks  have  the  very  same 
right  to  their  dominions,  which  the  Russians  themselves  have  to 
theirs — or  which  the  descendants  of  the  northern  nations  have 
to  the  greater  part  of  Europe.  Nor  does  it  appear,  from  the  best 
accounts  whicn  we  have  of  the  Greeks,  that  their  character  is 
such  as  to  promise  a  more  deserving  race  of  subjects  to  the 
power  that  should  drive  the  Turks  into  Asia.  Whatever  change 
it  may  be  deemed  adviseable  to  make  in  the  Ottoman  empire, 
must  limit  itself  to  the  improvement  of  all  classes  of  the  inhabi- 
tants, by  the  equal  preservation  of  their  rights  •,  and  the  ame- 
lioration of  their  political  institutions.  If  any  change  could  be 
effected  in  the  government,  which  should  secure  the  regular  ad- 
ministration of  justice,  the  establishment  of  an  effective  police, 
and  the  receipt  of  the  public  income,  without  the  extortions  of 
the  provincial  governors  ;  some  revolutionary  struggles,  or  even 
the  introduction  pf  foreign  assistance,  does  not  seem  too  great 
a  price  to  pay  for  it.  Whatever  foreign  'nation  should  obtain 
the  ascendant  in  the  affairs  of  this  empire,  (and  it  is  evident 
that  some  one  must  speedily  do  so),  would  probably  begin  by 
improving  the  army, — the  first  step  towards  restoring  that  regu- 
lar government  which  Turkey  itself  once  possessed.  The  inter- 
course with  a  powerful  ally,  would  certainly  tend  to  weaken 
the  hatred  or  contempt  in  which  infidels  and  their  institutions 
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are  at  present  held.  Nor  can  it  be  deubted,  that,  in  every  point 
of  view,  by  their  power,  their  abilities,  their  manners,  and  their 
activity,  the  French  are  peculiarly  well  adapted  to  work  thp 
changes  in  question.  Indeed,  were  it  not  for  the  dangerous  con- 
sequences of  such  an  event  to  our  Qwn  country,  we  should  be 
justified  in  wishing  well  to  the  progress  of  the  Turks  in  their 
new  alliance.  Certainly,  between  the  Russians  and  the  French* 
in  so  far  as  regards  Turkey,  there  can  be  no  room  for  hesitating* 
But  who  can  view,  without  dismay,  the  addition  of  all  the  coasts 
and  forests  of  Greece,  to  the  already  enormous  maritime  re- 
sources of  France  in  the  Mediterranean  ?  Our  desire  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Turksr  must  be  vehement  indeed,  if  it  can 
lead  us  to  deprecate  their  having  Russian  instructors. 

But,  unhappily,  the  influence  of  France  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Porte,  is  no  longer  a  matter  of  speculation.  The  ascendant 
which  Russia  might  have  gained  in  them,  had  she  reserved  her- 
self for  better  opportunities,  is  now  sacrificed  to  her  premature 
efforts  in  the  cause  of  the  German  powers.  The  subjugation  of 
Austria,  and  the .  destruction  of  Prussia,  have  brought  France 
and  Russia  together.  Instead  of  fighting  for  Germany,  or  even 
for  Turkey,  tney  are  now  contending  for  Petersburg :  and  this 
fourth  continental  war  will  probably  terminate  in  a  peace  as  dis*  • 
astrous  for  Russia,  both  in  the  Baltic  and  the  Levant,  as  the  last 
was  for  Austria,  in  Germany  and  in  Italy.  These  are  the  dread- 
ful effects  of  the  fourth  coalition:  and  yet  this  infatuated  nation 
fttill  talks  with  enthusiasm,  of  opposing  the  common  enemy  by  al- 
liances, and  subsidies,  and  expeditions ; — receives  the  news  of  ner 
gociation  and  of  the  defeat  of  its  allies  with  equal  dismay  $ — an4 
labours  incessantly,  not  to  join  in  any  projects  of  peace — but  to 
increase  the  number  of  its  enemies  *, — too  happy,  if  it  can  only 
make  out  a  quarrel  with  its  kindred  in  America,  and  its  brethren, 
in  Ireland  ! 


Art.  II.  A  Tour  through  Holland  along  the  Right  and  Left  Banks 
of  the  Rhine,  to  tlte  South  of  Germany %  in  the  Summer  and  Autumn 
of  1806.  By  Sir  John  Carr,  of  the  Honourable  Society  of  the 
Middle  Temple ;  Author  of  the  Stranger  in  Ireland  j  a  Norr 
thern  Summer,  &c.  &c.  4to. — pp.  484.  Twenty  Engravings 
and  a  Map.     London.     Phillips.     1 807. 

/~\ur  readers  are  acquainted  with  this  author's  way  of  writing 
^^  books.  He  goes  abroad  about  the  end  of  summer  ;  visits 
some  country  iaa  hasty  and  superficial  manner;  returns  with  li$s 
notes;  and,  by  the  help  of  Shakespeare  for  quotations,  Joe  Milh-r 
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for  anecdotes,  and  some  of  the  travelling  guides  for  trifliag  fo* 
formation  ;  he  makes  a  quarto  volume,  whkh  is  in  the  dhops  A 
the  proper  period  of  the  ensuing  book-season.  From  his  fast  ex-» 
cursion,  he  brought  indeed  something  more  than  his  memoran- 
dums ;  for  the  Duke  of  Bedford  (to  whom  the  bodk  now  before 
us  is  dedicated)  made  a  knight  of  him ;  (  and  he  is  tow  Sir  «Mft 
<?arr,  *  But  his  honours,  we  are  sorry  to  say,  have  been  accom- 
panied by  no  improvement  in  his  qualifications  a6  an  author.  On 
the  contrary,  this  new  work  is  a  great  deal  emptier  than  any  <S 
ids  former  productions,  and  abounds  in  still  mpre  frequent  speci- 
mens of  the  defective  taste  which  we  have  already  pointed  iM  k 
them.  It  is,  at  the  same  time,  as  little  liable  to  oensure  for  mote 
serious  defects,  as  his  other  works.  He  eeems  to  fce  an  amiaWe, 
inoffensive,  extremely  good-natured  man,  who  has  no  more  right 
to  publish  quartos  than  to  govern  empires.  As,  however,  he 
probably  differs  from  us  upon  this  subject,  we  may  expect  to  sie 
a  great  number  of  new  volumes,  manufactured  oy  him  in  the 
safne  way ;  and  we  shall  do  our  endeavour  %o  improve  their  quo* 
lity,  by  fairly  pointing  out  some  of  the  fauks  bo  conspicuous  iq 
the  present  sample.  A  person  of  very  moderate  talents,  and  in* 
formation  scarcely  proportioned  to  these,  vtfho  is  resorlved  evm 
year  to  visit  some  foreign  country,  and  publish  what  he  may  «*» 
feet  from  his  personal  observation,  cannot  indeed  be  expected  tt 
furnish  profound  or  elaborate  works  j  but  it  will  fee  bk  own 
fault,  if  he  does  not  contribute  a  valuable  portion  of  information^ 
in  times  when  every  thing  beyond  seas  is  full  or  change,  an! 
every  change  is  interesting*  Let  even  such  a  traveller  Qntyvt* 
solve  to  be  plain,  to  put  a  great  number  of  question*  wherever  In 
has  an  opportunity,  and  give  us  the  answers  accurately  j  4et  hu* 
tell  us  unaffectedly  what  no  saw  and  heard  j  and  he  will  render  4 
considerable  service  to  letters,  yrhile  he  is  amusing  himself  wid| 
his  journeys,  and  profiting  by  his  publications. 

1  The  public, '  says  our  author,  '  shall  be  my  confessor  j '  and 
he  makes  a  clear  breast  by  telling  us,  that,  having  no  hopes  of 
peace,  he,  last  summer,  during  die  negociations,  resolved  to'visk 
Holland ;  and  for  this  purpose,  4  became  an  American,  and,  by 
an  act  of  temporary  adoption,  fixed  upon  Baltimore  as  the  place 
of  his  nativity.  *  There  is  something  rather  prepossessing,  in  the 
frankness  with  which  he  makes  another  confession, — that  he  re- 
pents not  having  thrown  his  different  Tours  into  the  form  of  let- 
ters, whereby  he  might  have  rendered  critics  more  indulgent. 
But,  in  truth,  the  volume  before  us  would  have  made  a  sorry 
pollection  of  epistles,  even  if  the  perusal  had  been  confined  to 
fhose  who  received  them  through  tne  post-office. 

I^e  Dutch  captain  imposed  upon  him,  and  took  thirty-six  pas-: 
*  *  -  sengers 
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•engirt  on  hoard*  Ther  had  a  tedious  voyage  5  during  which  die 
icaptain  prayed  a  gre*t  <Ual  with  his  family,  fa  a  sirtall  bole  of  a. 
kkdhm,  and  chastised  his  ton  for  befog  idle  art  Ms  hook.  c  I  re- 
stored our  captain  to  good  humour,  *  says  Sir  J.  Cart,  '  by  relat- 
ing to  him  an  anecdote  of  a  Dutch  sailor  j* — whfch  proves  to  he 
fhe  hacknied  story  of  a  sailor  challenging  another  tp  stand  with 
bis  head  on  the  truck,  and  the  other  fading  upon  the  deck  in 
nuking  Ae  attempt,  erring,  *  Can  3*1*  de  that  7 '  {p.  0.)  The  cap- 
tain hod  same  iocs  on  board,  «  and  hfe  was  tk>t  a  little  amused  at 

*  my  totting  ham  fiiat,  *  &c.^  which  introduces  a  etory  of  a  New- 
fovyMtsnd  dog  behaving  well  during  an  action  at  sea.  (p.  9.) 
@uch  as  this  lhvtly  traveller's  way  of  stringing  together  anecdotes,' 
as  he  calls  them.  We  speak  within  compass,  when  we  say,  that 
a  third  of  the  bonk  is  made  tip  of  stories  forced  in  from  ail  quar- 
ters, without  any  pretensions  to  interest,  or  wit,  or  lively  narra- 
tive, And,,  for  the  most  part,  having  as  little  connexion  with 
the  Journey  of  our  author,  as  with  any  other  journey,  or  indeed 
any  thing  else.  But  they  figure  in  the  table  of  contents,  and  at 
the  tops  of  pages,  as  *  anecdote '  of  this  or  that  person;  which, 
we  suppose,  is  found  to  answer,  when  people  are  turning  over  the 
leaves  of  a  book  tn  a  dw>p,  and  making  up  their  minds  whether 
they  shall  purchase  or  not.  After  several  more  anecdotes,  and  a 
quotation  from  «  our  Uudtbrastk  Butler/  and  a  saying  of  some 

*  whimsicality '  of  the  Soke  df  Alva,  onr  traveller  lands  at  Rot* 
terdam. 

Here,  histead  of  the  information  itfhich  wotddhave  been  most 
interesting  and  very  easily  -procured,  respecting  the  present  state 
p£  trade,  and  the  effects  of  the  revtfhrtion  and  the  war,  *  we 
bane  not  even  a  tolerable  description  df  the  exterior  appearance 
of  the  town.  But  anecdote  upon  anegdefce  crowds  <every  page, 
la  his  cage  for  collecting  stories,  onr  au&er  falls  into  'frequent 
Screes,— bettering  every  thing  he  hears,  so  ft 'be  but  a  4  *tory. # 
How  could  he  be  so  thoughtless  as  to  credit  the  tale  in  p.  SI,  of 
king  Louis  having  already,  that  is,  wifldrin  tw6  (months  df  his 
accession,  effected  retrenchments,  in  the  expenditure  *>f  the  travel 
department,  to  the  amount  of  two  millions  Sterling  a  yearr 
Perhaps  he  will  quote  this  as  a  proof  that  it  %  <not  easy  *for  him 
to  follow  our  advice,  and  oottect  substantial  information.  But 
we  find  him  just  as  ready  to  he  duped  in  his  own  department  of 
anecdote,  tie  knew  a -man  in  England '(p.  81  i)  '  so  fond  of  ex- 
pensive building,  and  who  resided  very  far  from  the  capital,  that 

he 
-  1  -  ■   -'  1     *  ■       -  -       1 

*  He  tells  us,  indeed,  that  the  exchan&  .,  both  here  and  at  Amfter: 
dam,  were  quite  crowded  when  he  law  them ;  but  ihis  proves  little  or 
nothing. 
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he  had  many  parcels  filled  with  bricks  and  sfondi  sent  down  to 
his  workmen  by.  the  mail  coach  ! !  ! '    The  griffin  gun  at  Ehren- 
breitstein  used  to  carry  a  shot  of  a  hundred  and  eighty  pounds 
weight  sixteen  miles y  (p.  422.)     There  are  several  thousands  of 
hogsheads  of  wine  m  the  cellars  at  Johannisberg,   (p.  439.) 
The  building  of  the  Stadthouse  at  Amsterdam  cost  two  millions 
Sterling,  (p.  250.)    Alkmaar  receives  from  North  Holland  three 
hundred  thousand .  pounds  of  cheese  every  week,  (p.  313.)    If 
a  man  is  resolved  to  tell  us  every  story  which  he  believes,  he 
should  not  so  easily  credit  all  he  hears.     Such  blunders  as  these 
partly  arise  from  want  of  attention  j  but  they  are  imputable,  in 
a  considerable  degree,  to  Sir  John  Carr*s  more  than  common 
want  of  information  upon  very  ordinary  subjects.     We  do  not 
at  all  require  that  every  man  who  writes  a  book  of  travels  in 
Holland  should  know  the  Dutch  language ;  though,  certainly,  to 
translate  lust  (pleasure)  by  hope*  and  to  say  that  the  language  of 
Holland  is  generally  divided  into  High  and  Low  Dutch,  (p.  83.), 
looks  liker  ignorance  of  his  own  tongue,  than  of  Dutch,  (p.  16.)- 
But  we  may  be  excused  for  suggesting  that  French  is  of  substan- 
tial use  to  a  traveller ;  and  with  that  language  our  author  has  not 
greatly  improved  his  acquaintance  since  we  gave  him  a  hint  upon 
the  subject  in  noticing  his  Northern  Tour.     One  who  is  so  fond 
of  quoting  scraps  of  Latin,  should  not  suppose  that 
'  Discke  justitiam  moniti, 
Et  non  temnere  Dives,  *  • 

are  c  two  lines  from  Virgil, '  because  he  may  have  seen  them 
written  in  that  way  under  a  Dutch  bronze,  (p.  251.)  It  is  better 
not  to  talk  of  the  economy  of  plants  at  all,  than  to  say  that  the 
leaves  of  the  (  trees  over  the  Dutch  canals  inhale  the  mephitic 
air,  and  breathe  it  out  again  with  refreshing  purity;'  (p.  18.) 
The  Dutch  spitting-pots  used  by  smokers,  he  thinks  proper  to 
call  *  like  the  kava  bowl  of  the  Soiith-Sea,  Islanders '  (p.  72.), 
which  is  used  (as  every  body  should  know  who  takes  the  trouble 
to  speak  of  it),  not  for  spitting  in,  but  for  making  the  fermented 
liquor  by  that  means.  In  order  to  prove  that  '  the  literary 
glory  of  the  country  has  not  spread  upon  the  demise '  of  J> 
rasmus,  Grotius  and  Boerhaave, '  he  tells  us  that  some  names 
which,  he  enumerates  are  not  known  out  of  Holland ;  and  that 
*  we  have  heard  but  faintly  of  Huygens,  Graveszande,  and  Van* 
doveron  in  physic ;  of  Voet  in  jurisprudence ;  and  Burman  and 
Gronovius  in  the  belles  lettres-, '  (p.  179.)  It  happtns  that 
Huygens  and  Gronovius  flourished  before  and  during  the  time 
of  Boerhaave  ;  and  we  presume  both  of  those  names,  as  well  as 
that  of  Voet,  have  been  more  than  '  faintly  heard  of  *  by  every 
man  of  ordinary  information.     Ipdeed,  before  the  conclusion  of 
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his  work,  even  Sir  J.  Carr  seems  to  have  become  acquainted  wiA 
Gronovius ;  for  he  describes  him  (p.  3S0.)  as  one  of  those  illus- 
trious sages,  who  '  bestowed  immortal  celebrity  *  upon  Utrecht ; 
adding,  lest  he  should  ever  be  in  the  right,  that  Graevius  was  his 
pupil,  and  one  of  the  most  profound  writers  in  the  middle  of  the 
sixteenth  century ! 

From  Rotterdam  our  author  proceeded  by  the  canal  to  th6 
Hague  through  Delft.  We  cannot  stop  to  notice1  the  stale  anec-* 
dotes  of  Grot:us,  Barnevelt,  and  others,  which  he  introduces  by 
the  way,  and  never  fails  to  call  either  interesting  or  noble.  Wd 
shall,  as  a  very  fair  specimen  of  the  few  pieces  of  description 
which  his  rage  for  gossipping  allows  him  to  give,  extract  what  he 
says  of  the  Journey  by  water  between  Delft  and  the  Hague. 

«  In  Holland,  every  traveller  naturally  becomes  amphibious :  the 
<x>nftant  contemplation  of  fb  much  water  quickly  engenders  fell  the  in- 
clinations of  a  web-footed  animal,  and  he  foon  feels  out  of  his  proper 
element  when  out  of  a  canal.  Right  merrily  did  I  follow  my  commif- 
fary  and  his  wheelbarrow  with  my  baggage  through  the  whole  town, 
until  I  reached  the  Hague  gate,  when  my  favourite  conveyance,  the 
treckfchuyt,  was  ready  to  dart.  The  boat-bell  rung,  all  the  party  got 
on  board,  and  away  we  glided,  paffing  on  each  fide  of  us  the  molt 
lovely  clofe  fcenery.  Inftead  of  feeing,  as  had  been  reprefented  to  me 
in  England,  a  dull  monotonous  fccne  of  green  canals,  ftunted  willow*, 
and  from  a  folitary  houfe  or  two,  foggy  merchants  flupidly  gazing  in 
fixed  attention  upon  frog  water,  the  canal  was  enlivened  with  boats  of 
pleafure  and  traffic  continually  palling  and  repafling;  the  noble  level  road 
on  the  right,  broad  enough  to  admit  four  or  five  carriages  abreaft,  thick- 
ly planted  with  rows  of  fine  elms;  the  number  of  curricles  and  carriages, 
and  horfes,  driving  clofe  to  the  margin  of  the  water ;  the  fine  woods, 
beautiful  gardens,  country  houfes,  not  two  of  which  were  fimilar  ;  the 
eccentricity  of  the  little  fummer  temples  hanging  over  the  edges'  of  the 
canal ;  the  occafional  views  of  rich  pafture  land,  feen  as  I  faw  them; 
under  a  rich,  warm  flcy,  formed  a  tout-enfemblc  as  delightful  as  it  was 
novel,  and  very  intelligibly  exprefled  our  approach  to  the  refidence  of 
fovereignty.  The  fingle  ride  from  Delft  to  the  Hague  would  alone 
have  repaid  the  trouble  and  occafional  anxiety  I  experienced  in  getting 
into,  and  afterwards  out  of  the  country. 

'  All  the  principal  country-houfes  have  a  wooden  letter-box  Sanding 
upon  the  margin  of  the  canal,  into  which  one  of  the  boatmen,  upon  the 
treckfchuyt  being  (leered  clofe  to  the  adjoining  bank,  without  flopping, 
drops  the  letters  and  parcels  directed  to  the  family  refiding  there*  In 
no  part  of  the  continent  is  focial  intercourfe  and  communication  fo  fre- 
quent, cheap,  and  certain. 

*  For  keeping  the  dams  and  roads  in  repair,  turnpikes  are  eftablifhed 
at  proper  diftances,  and  the  care  of  their  repair  is  confided  to  directors, 
who  are  always  gentlemen  of  high  refpe&abih'ty,  and  receive  a  fixed 
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jfabry  rVr  ilieir  fervicw.  The  principal  **d#  art  kept  w-go0*i  eei»4r 
two  j  «ftd,  on  account  pf  the  Aatnef*  of  the  country,  aje  very  ceiy  ft* 
fhe  horfei,  but  the  by-Yoafc  are  intolerably  bad*  '    j*.  uwa 

The  pleasures  of  the  scene,  he  di4  uoi  however  greatly  enjoy  $ 
for  there  were  three  charming  Dutch  young  ladies  ig  *be  steer- 
age, who  conversed  about  Shakespeare  and  Milton,  and  *  talked, 
sung  and  laughed,  fvtith  so  much  talent,  taste  and  vivacity,  #  that 
lit  was  better  employ*4  than  in  looking  at  landscapes. 

Our  author's  arrival  at  the  Hague,  soon  after  the  -establishment 
«f  the  new  Constitution,  give?  him  occasion  to  introduce  the 
pgblisfcd  documents  of  that  qwt  change,  and  some  acppunt  of 
ihe  reception  of  the  new  king.  We  shall  aot  detain  pwt  reader? 
with  cither  of  these  tppips,  which  are  recent  enough  to  be  as  much 
known  as  their  subordinate  importance  deserves;  frut  we  must,  is 
justice  to  Sir  John  Catr,  observe,  that  he  wrkes  upon  all  subject^ 
of  a  political  nature,  if  not  very  profoundly,  at  least  with  a  der 
gree  of  liberality,  which  more  elaborate  reasoners  would  do  well 
to  imitate ;  and  that  he  tells  truths  respecting  our  enemies,  which 
are  not  the  less  wholesome,  for  having  been  too  carefully  concealed 
from  the  people  of  this  country,  by  authors  who  are  afraid  to 
give  unpleasant  information,  and  politicians  who-  keep  up  popu- 
lar delusions,  that  they  may  turn  them  to  account.  Thus,  it  is 
Usual  to  believe,  in  this  country,  that  the  French  are  defeated  in 
^Holland,  and  that  their  soldiery  have  deserved  this  odium  by  their 
rapacious  and  cruel  conduct ;  that  the  Dutch,  retaining  for  Eng- 
land their  ancient  friendship,  would  gladly  renew  the  connexion, 
$0  .mutually  beneficial  $  and  would  exert  themselves  in  favour  of 
£ny  attempt  which  $he  might  make  to  relieve  them  from  Fnench 
oppression*  We  taye  nothing  to  do  at  present  wkh  the  policr 
4>f  repeating  such  attempts j  but  the  resection,  that  the  Dutci 
ppould  favour  them,  we  venture  confidently  to  deny-  If  the 
SftTxh  are  hated  in  Holland,  it  is  because  they  are  at  war  with 
fngland  ;  and  the  English  are  disliked  on  the  very  same  ground. 
The  blame  of  not  making  peace  is  thrown,  by  the  Dutch,  pretty 
gquaUy  upon  both  the  belligerent  powers  ; — but  England  is  most 
Warned  for  beginning  the  present  war.  The  Dutch  know  toe 
well,  that  while  the  Netherlands  belong  to  France,  their  country 
;must  foHow  the  fortunes  of  the  French  empire  $  and,  so  far  from 
wishing  to  see  us  attempt  their  rescue,  they  hate  us  still  more  for 
our  interference  in  1799,  than  for  our  military  proceedings  in  179*, 
though  these  will  not  spon  be  forgotten*  As  to  the  notion  of  the 
French  soldiery  having  behaved  Ul  in  Holland,  it  is  utterly  un- 
jfoun,<Jed  in  fact.  The  discipline  of  the  array  has  been  kept  up 
jthere  with  as  much  rigour  as  in  any  province  of  France.  Tike 
|Ffleach  commissioner,  or  envoy,  or  general,  may  have  treated  the 
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f>Utdi  constituted  authorities  with  haughtiness*  or  levied  e*c«a* 
sere  contributions,  (which  by  the  way  are  much  exaggerated)  $ 
feut  the  soldiery  have  known  nothing  of  the  sweets  of  plunder* 
dor,  indeed,  of  .itoy  thing  but  thd  strictest  obedience  t&  tneit  im« 
mediate  superior^  $  and  those,  who  expect  to  see  a  nation  rise  as 
Me  man*  m  consequence  of  the  gradual  and  regular  increase  of 
Aeir  pecuniary  btmhtm,  must  found  theit  hopes  upon  Mamies  off 
Inunan  affairs,  and  mstrf  human  nature,  which  the  rest  of  die 
work!  at*  not  ki  possession  of,    * 

Sir  John  Catr*  ra  substance*  confirms  these  remarks  (in  which* 
indeed,  a  moderate  acquaintance  #ith  the  state  of  Holland  most 
induce  us  to  aoquies**)  by  several  statements  in  the  course  ofhts 
sovr<  *  When  die  French  troops  entered  Rotterdam,  he  says*  they 
were  quartered  on  the  inhabitants,  and  soon  conciliated  their  good 
opinion  by  their  cpsi?t<conduet  and  orderly  deportment.  He  adds* 
that  be  has  received  the  same  character  of  them  in  other  parts  of 
Holland,  even  from  persons  to  whom  they  must  have  been  verjr 
unwelcome  visitors,  (p.  1 4.)  He  might  have  said,  with  equal  truth* 
that  the  Dutch  have,  within  the  memory  of  the  present  genera- 
tion, had  experience  of  four  armies  of  foreigners,  three  of  whom 
tame  as  friends**©  protect  them  from  the  French  v  and  that  they 
uniformly  give  the  preference  to  the  French  army,  for  quiet  and 
orderly  behavk>ur,over  all  the  other  foreign  troops  whom  they  have 
had  the  misfortune  to  know  any  thing  abort.  Our  author  men- 
tions repeatedly  and  strongly,  the  popularity  of  the  new  king  and 
Us  family,  <  'to  this  fact, '  he  says,  '  1  pledge  myself  upon  the 
authority  of  some  of  the  most  respectable  and  enlightened  Dutch* 
*ert  in  different  parts  of  Holland*  repeatedly  renewed  to  me.  * 
(p.  31.)  The  same  information  has  reached  us  from  other  quat* 
ters ;  and  we  cart  account  for  it  only  by  considering  the  frequent 
changes  which  hare  liarassed  the  Dutch  government  for  the  last 
twelve  years,  and  the  lhany  godd  qualities  which  this  new  king 
rt  said  to  possess.  Odious  as  monarchy  is  in  Holland,  constant 
Auctuation  and  uncertainty  of  government  has  prepared  the  peo- 
ple fof  any  revolution  which  is  likely  to  be  the  last ;  and  the  con* 
duct  of  the  individual,  in  whose  person  this  hated  thing  is  revived, 
has  been  such  as  to  remove  many  of  the  prejudices  against  it*. 
He  has  made  very  salutary  reforms  in  the  expenditure  of  th* 
country — placed  the  public  debt  on  a  better  foundation— paid 
great  attention  to  the  schools*  and  colleges— shown,  a  decided  par* 
tality  to  Dutchmen,  in  the  conduct  of  the  government— declared 
himself  a  friend  to  general  amnesty,  and  to  toleration,  political 
and  religious^— Kind,  in  his  personal  intercourse  with  his  subjects* 
comported  himself  after  a  quiet  and  civil  matmet,  suited  to  gaitt 
fkt  good  will  of  thai  s©b*r  and  sensible  people*    We  think  thst 
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Sir  John  Carr  considerably  exaggerates  the  dislike  of  the  Dutch 
to  the  Orange  Family.  That  they  would  make  any  effort  to  re- 
Store  that  House,  or,  indeed,  to  change  their  political  condition  in 
any  respect,  we  do  not  at  all  believe.  But,  with  the  exception  of 
the  people  of  Amsterdam,  we  believe,  the  exiled  family  have  the 
silent  and  unavailing  good  wishes  of  a  majority  of  all  classes.  In 
this  good  will,  however,  there  is  so  little  of  enthusiasm,  that  it  must 
daily  wear  out ;  and,  though  it  might  prepare  the  joyful  reception 
of  the  stadtholder,  were  a  turn  of  aflairs  unexpectedly  to  send 
him  back,  it  will  certainly  neither  co-operate  in  effecting  such  a 
change,  nor  oppose  any  obstacle  to  the  growing  popularity  of  the 
new  dynasty,  and  its  final  consolidation,  if  things  remain  in  their 

E resent  state.  These  things,  as  our  author  has  remarked,  may  not 
e  very  palatable  to  such  as  think  that  nothing  favourable  to  an 
enemy  should  ever  be  told.  But  we  are  now  paying  for  such  mi* 
serable,  such  womanish  fears  of  the  truth ;  and  are  at  length  be- 
ginning to  discover  that  dangers  will  not  vanish,  because  we  may 
shut  our  eyes  to  them. 

.  Our  author's  residence  at  the  Hague  does  not  furnish  any  thing 
worth  abridging  or  quoting,  except  perhaps  the  following  passa- 
ges, which  we  give  merely  as  exhibiting  traits  of  the  national 
character.  Indeed,  the  first  of  them  cannot  be  reckoned  a  toler- 
able description  of  the  Wood  ;  and  is  only  worth  notice,  as  re- 
cording an  example  of  something  romantic  in  a  people  unusually 
free  from  such  feelings  upon  common  occasions. 

'  The  day  when  I  vinted  the  wood  was  remarkably  fine. — This  fpot, 
Sa  dear  to  the  Dutch,  is  nearly  two  Engltfh  miles  long,  about  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  broad,  and  contains  a  fine  difplay  of  magnificent  oaks 
growing  in  native  luxuriance.  Antony  Waterloo  made  the  greateft  part 
of  his  fludies  from  this  fpot  and  its  environs.  The  ground  upon  which 
it  grows,  and  the  country  about  it,  undulate  a  little,  a  circumftance  of 
agreeable  novelty,  and  the  whole  is  a  truly  delightful  walk,  more  ro- 
mantic and  umbrageous  than  our  mall  of  St  James's,  and  furpafled  only 
by  the  garden  of  the  Thuilleries.  This  wood  has  been  held  facred  with 
more  than  pagan  piety.  War  and  national  want,  that  feldom  fpare  in 
their  progrefs,  committed  no  violations  here.  Although  the  favourite 
place  of  royal  recreation,  yet,  in  the  fury  of  the  revolution,  not  a  leaf 
trembled  but  in  the  ivind.  Philip  II.  in  the  great  war  with  Spain,  uTued 
his  mandate  for  preferring  it :  hoftile  armies  have  marched  through  it 
without  offering  it  a  wound,  and  the  axe  of  the  woodman  has  never  re- 
sounded in  it.  Even  children  are  taught  or  whipt  into  veneration  for  it, 
to  that  their  mifchievous  hands  never  drip  it  of  a  bough.  Once,  how- 
ever, it  is  recorded,  that  at  a  period  of  great  ftate  neceffity,  in  1576, 
their  high  mightinefles  lat  in  judgment  upon  its  noble  growth,  and 
doomed  it  to  fall :  the  moment  their  decree  was  known,  the  citizens 
flew  to  the  meeting,  remonftrated  with  a  degree  of  feeling  which  did 
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honour  to  their  tafte ;  and  upon  learning  that  the  obje&  of  its  doom  was 
to  raife  a  certain  fum  to  affift  in  replenifhing  the  nearly  exhaufteii  coffers 
of  the  republic,  they  immediately  entered  into  a  contribution*  and  pre- 
sented the  amount  to  the  "  high  and  mighty  mailers "  of  the  facred 
grove.  It  has  been  afferted  by  fome  travellers,  that  the  Dutch  treafure. 
this  fpot  more  from  national  pride  than  feeling,  and  that  they  are  more 
difpofed  to  preferve  than  to  enjoy  it.  To  this  remark  I  have  only  to 
offer,  that  I  faw  a  confiderable  number  of  equeftrian  and  pedeftrian/ 
groups,  who  appeared  to  relifh  its  (haded  roads  and  fequeilered  walks, 
with  great  delight.  The  royal  refidence  is  to  the  right  at  the  end  of 
the  wood.  Upon  my  afking  a  Dutchman  which  path  led  to  the  "  houfe 
in  the  wood,  "  the  only  appellation  by  which,  in  the  time  of  the  Stadt- 
holder,  it  was  known,  he  fharply  replied,  *'  I  prefumc  you  mean  the 
palace  in  the  wood.  "  This  building  is  merely  (it  for  the  refidence  of 
a  country  gentleman,  and  has  nothing  princely  about  it,  except  the 
fentry  boxes  at  the  foot  of  the  flight  of  flairs  afcending  to  the  grand  en- 
trance. *     p.  157-159. 

*  In  Holland,  that  bee-hive  of  induflry,  every  available  fource  of  fer- 
vice  is  made  ufe  of,  fo  that  dogs,  and  even  goats,  are  not  fuffered  to 
pick  the  bone,  or  eat  the  bread  of  idlenefs.  Moft  of  the  little  wares 
and  merchandizes,  and  particularly  filh,  are  drawn  by  the  former,  who 
are  properly  harnefTed  tor  the  occafion  to  little  carts,  whflft  the  latter 
are  yoked  to  infantine  waggons  and  curricles,  to  air  and  exercife  little 
children  in.  It  is  really  altonifning  to  fee  what  weight  thefe  animals 
will  draw  after  them  ;  nothing  can  exceed  their  docility  ;  and  for  their 
labour,  the  Hollander,  who  is  remarkable  for  his  humanity  to  the 
dumb  creation,  feeds  them  well,  and  lodges  them  in  his  houfe  very 
comfortably.  Owing  to  the  great  care  paid  to  their  dogs,  the  canine 
iroadnefs  feldom  appears  amongft  them.  On  Sundays  they  are  permit- 
ted to  refrefh  and  enjoy  themfelves,  and  never  fhow  any  diipofition  to  e- 
fcape  from  their  lot  of  induftry.  In  their  farms,  cows  and  oxen  are  al- 
ways ufed  in  draught,  and  difplay  every  appearance  of  receiving  the 
kindeft  treatment  from  their  mafters.  The  theatre  at  the  Hague  is 
taflefully  arranged,  and  fupplied  with  a  tolerable  fet  of  French  come- 
dians. The  centre  box  is  appropriated  for  the  royal  family,  and  is  ele- 
gantly fitted  up.  Before  the  converfion  of  the  republic  into  a  kingdom, 
when  the  government  refided  in  the  hands  of  the  Batavian  directory, 
■the  ornaments  of  the  box  which  was  allotted  to  them  were  very  unwor- 
thy of  the  rank  of  the  perfonages  for  whofe  accommodation  it  was  referv- 
ed  :  a  piece  of  paper,  on  which  was  written,  "  Le  logis  du  Directoire 
Batave,  "  and  palled  on  the  box-door,  alone  announced  the  dignity  of 
its  deftination.  The  ufual  national  fpirit  of  economy  ufed  to  difplay 
itfelf  in  the  Dutch  theatre,  where,  to  prevent  an  ufelefs  confumption 
of  tallow,  whenever  the  muficians  quitted  the  orcheftra,  they  were 
bound  by  contract  to  exinguifh  the  lights  by  which  they  read  their  ma- 
fic. In  many  tradefmens*  houfes  at  this  day  in  Holland,  winter  court- 
fhips  are  carried  on  in  the  dark,  the  union  of  warm  love  and  rigid  eco. 
nomy  being  confidered  a  very  laudable  conjunction. '  p.  1 76-1 78. 
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From  the  Hague  Sif  John  proceeded  through  Ltydeft  to  Haetu 
km,  and  thence  to  Amsterdam.  IXuring  this  portion  of  hie  tot* 
die  rage  of  anecdote  is  still  upon  himy  and  principally  exercised 
upon  the  Celebrated  painters  who  flourished  m  these  cities*  We 
hare  kptg  scraps  of  their  lives,  taken,  *s  he  avows  himself, 
from  the  Abregt  de  la  Fie  des  Peintrtj%  Pithingtotts  Dktitnaty  if 
Pa'iHtetSy  and  *  the  elegant  and  witty  D'IsraeH.  *  To  ali  this  we 
only  object,  because  it  comes  in  tne  place  of  more  appropriate 
matter,  and  because  there  is  something  peculiarly  absurd  in  a 
man  of  activity  and  enterprize,  travelling  through  foreign  coun- 
tries  for  the  purpose  of  giving,  in  a  quarto  volume,  extracts  from 
books  well  known  at  home.  Even  this,  however,  is  better  than 
some  of  his  original  speculations,  particularly  upon  the  subject  of 
commerce,  which  he  handles  after  the  following  fashion. 
.  *  A  nation  can  only  become  rich  from  trade  when  its  exports  for  thf 
ufe  of  foreign  dates  is  (are)  in  a  greater  proportion  than  its  imports  foe 
its  confumptiou*  An  lmprefhon  kas  gone  forth,  that  a  nation  canaot 
be  impoverifhed  if  the  importation  of  foreign  merchandize  be  purcoafed 
abroad  by  native  commodity,  and  not  with  fpecie  ;  whereas  upon  a  na- 
tion ftriking  the  balance  of  her  account  with  the  country  (he  may  have 
dealt  with,  it  will  be  found  that  the  deficiency  on  the  fide  of  her  ex* 
portation  muft  be  made  up  in  fpecie.  Hence  an  induftrious  and  frugal 
people  like  the  Dutch  will,  when  their  country  is  in  a  ftate  of  tranquil- 
lity, poflefs  great  advantages  over  moft  other  nations.  Induftryin- 
creafes  the  native  commodity,  whether  it  arifes  from  the  foil  or  the  ma- 
nufacture, and  increases  the  exportation.  Frugality  will  leffen  the  coo- 
fumption,  and  of  courfe  increafe  the  exportation  of  native,  and  reduce 
the  importation  of  foreign  produce,  for  home  confumption.  The  ex- 
cefs  of  all  native  commodities  is  fure  of  a  market.  *     p.  293^ 

—and  so  forth.  And  still  worse,  if  possible,  are  this  worthy 
Knight's  declamations  against  large  farms,  and  his  invocation  to 
c  that  ardent  and  cordial  lover  of  his  country,  and  particularly  of 
the  lower  classes  of  society,  Mr  Whitbread, '  to  come  forward 
with  (  some  legislative  provision  to  check  this  monstrous  and 
growing  evil. '  (p.  31 1.)  We  trust  the  distinguished  .person  at 
faded  to  will  very  long  continue  better  employed  than  in  listen* 
ing  to  such  Calls,— employed,  as  he  has  been,  in  investigating 
public  abuses,  and  preaching  the  great  doctrines  of  peace  abroad, 
and  economy  at  home. 

Upon  leaving  Holland,  our  author  went  along  the  banks  of  the 
Rhine  to  Dusseldorff  and  Cologne.  Painting  (*  an  art  whieh  I 
Worship,  *  says  he)  continues  to  furnish  him  with  frequent  ma* 
terials  for  that  other  art  which  he  worships,  story-telling-  But 
when  he  is  fairly  embarked  on  the  Rhine,  we  experience  sonie 
respite,  and  have  a  little  description  mixed  with  the  anecdotes* 
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ft  would,  indeed,  hate  been  hard  to  pals  through  this  garden  of 
the  ntfrth  rjf  Europe  with  only  Joe  Millet  in  his  head.  •  We  shall 
extract  a  specimen  of  the  descriptions  which  he  attempts  here; 
and  shall  then  give  the  oniy  tolerably  good  store  which  he  tells 
during  his  whole  joutrtey  in  the  cotlntry  of  the  Rhine. 

«  Soon  after  bur  departure  from  Coblent^,  we  patted  the  ifland  of 
Obewerth  j  and  a  little  further  on,  oh  odr  left,  the  .^ifembdgiiement  of 
the  rive>  Lahn,  which  flows  between  two  ancient  and  pieturelque  towns* 
matted  the  Upper  and  Lower  Lahnfteint*  where  the  Rhine  forms  a  con- 
fiderable  curve,  and  expands  into  the  refemblancc  of  a  placid  lake,  a* 
•domed  with  two  vaft  mountains,  one  crowned  with  a  hoary  watch-tower; 
and  the  bale  of  the  other  half  encircled  by  a,  village,  and  the  whole 
adorned  by  the  captivating  combinations  of  foreft  fcenery,  rich  mea- 
dows^ and  hanging  Vineyards  and  orchards;  amidft  Which;  halt*  embofora- 
ed  ia  their  foliage,  the  peafant's  peaceful  dwelling  every  now  and  then 
gladdened  the  eyei  Ink  lovely  View  was  fbon  exchanged  for  one  of 
gloomy  magnificence!  Before  we.  reached  Boppart,  we  entered  a  melan- 
choly defile  of  barren  and  rugged  rocks,  rifing  perpendicularly  from  the 
river  to  an  immenfc  height*  and  throwing  a  (hade  and  horror  over  the 
whole  fcene :  here  all  was  filent,  and  no  traces  of  man  were  to  be  found 
but  in  a  few  difperied  h/herrneW  huts,  and  crucifixes:  Fear  and  foper- 
flition,  "  when  the  day  has  gone  down;  and  the  ftats  are  few)  "  have  long 
filled  every  cave  with  banditti;  and  every  folitary  recefs  with  apparitions: 

«  In  the  courfe  of  my  paflage  I  frequently,  when  the  boat  came  ver^ 
near  the  land,  fprung  on  thore  with  two  or  three  other*  paffcrigers,  an4 
varied  the  fcene  by  walking  along  the  banks  for  a  mile  or  two,  and 
daring  thefe  exeurftons  had  frequently  an  opportunity  of  admiring  the 
aftonifrang  activity  and  genius  of  the  French*  who  have,  fince  they  be* 
came  matters  of  the  left  bank  of  the  Rhine;  nearly  ftnfthed  one  if  the 
fiaeft  roads  in  the  world,  extending  from  Mayence  to  Cologne;  in  the 
court  of  which  they  have  cut  through  many  rocks  impending  over  the 
river,  and  triumphed  over  fome  of  the  moft  formidable  obstacles  nature 
could  preient  to  the  achievement  of  fo  wonderful  a  defign:  This  mag- 
nificent undertaking,  worthy  of  Rome  in  the*  mdlL  ftliniag  periods  of 
her  hiftory,  was  executed  by  the  French  troops*  who;  tinder  the  direc- 
tion of  able  engineers,  preferred  leaving  thefe  monuments  of  indefatigable 
toil  and  elevated  enterprise,  to  pafling  their  time,  during  the  cefl&tion 
of  arm«,  in  towns  and  barracks*  in  a  itate  of  indolence  and  inutility: 

*  The  ibmbre  fpiies  of  Boppart,  furrouaded  by  its  black  watt  and! 
towers^  prefented  a  melancholy  appearance  to  the  eye*  relieved  by  the 
rich  foliage  of  the  trees  m  its  vicinity;  and  the' mountains  behind  it  irre- 
gularly interfecled  with  terraces  covered  with  vines  to*  their  Very  fura~ 
raits.  The  antiquity  of  this  cky  is  very  great.;  it  was  one  of  the  fifty 
places  of  defence  erected  on  the  banks  of  the  Rhine  by  Drusus  German 
nicua,  and  in  the  middle  ages  was  an  imperial  city; 

*  Not  far  from  Boppart  we  faw,  on  the  sight  bank  of  the  river,  a 
froeelRon  of  nuns  4na  friars  returning  to  a  convenf *  the  belfry  of  which 
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juft  peeped  above  a  noble  avenue  of  walnut-trees ;  they  were  finging, 
and  their  voices  increafed  the  folemn  effect  of  the  furrounding  fcenery. 
We  put  up  for  the  night  at  a  httle  village,  amid  mountains  half  covered 
with  vineyards,  tufted  with  forefts,  and  checkered  with  convents  and 
ruined  caitles.  The  evening  was  ftormy,  and  a  full  moon  occasionally 
brightened  the  fcene. '     p.  423-425. 

The  anecdote  to  which  we  allude  regards  General  Murat,  now 
Grand  Duke  of  Berg,  one  of  the  ablest  of  the  great  commanders 
whom  the  Revolution  and  its  wars  have,  raised  from  the  lowest 
ranks  of  life.     It  is  as  follows. 

«  After  his  elevation  to  the  rank  of  a  prince  of  the  French  empire, 
he  halted,  in  the  clofe  of  the  la  it  war,  at  a  fmall  town  in  Germany, 
where  he  flayed  for  two  or  three  days  ;  and  on  finding  the  bread  pre- 
pared for  his  table  of  an  inferior  kind,  he  defpatched  one  of  his  fuite  to 
order  the  be  ft  baker  in  the  town  to  attend  him,  to  receive  from  him  hi* 
directions  refpf&ing  this  precious  article  of  life.  A  baker  who  had 
been  long  eftabliihed  in  the  place  was  fele&ed  for  this  purpofe  ;  and 
•upon  the  aide-de-camp  ordering  him  to  wait  upon  the  prince  immediate- 
ly, he  obferved,  to  the  no  little  furprife  of  the  officer — "  It  is  ufelefs 
my  going,  the  prince  will  never  employ  me.  "  Upon  being  prefled  to 
(late  his  reafons,  he  declined  affigning  any  ;  but  as  the  order  of  the 
meflenger  was  peremptory,  he  followed  bim,  and  was  immediately  ad- 
mitted to  Murat,  with  whom  he  ftayed  about  ten  minutes,  and  then  re- 
tired. As  he  quitted  the  houfe  in  which  the  prince  lodged,  he  obferv- 
ed to  the  aide-de-camp,  "  1  told  you  the  prince  would  not  employ  me— 
lie  has  difmiffed  me  with  this,  "  difplaying  a  purfe  of  ducats.  Upon 
being  again  prefled  to  explain  the  reafon  of  this  lingular  conduct,  he  re- 
plied) "  The  Prince  Murat,  when  a  boy,  was  apprenticed  to  a  bifcuit 
bake?  in  the  fouth  of  France,  at  the  time  I  was  a  journeyman  -to  him, 
and  I  have  often  thrafhed  him  for  being  idle :  the  moment  he  faw  me 
jpft  now,  he  inftantly  remembered  me,  and  without  entering  into  the 
fubje&  of  our  antient  acquaintance,  or  of  that  which  led  me  to  his  pre- 
fence,  he  haftily  took  this  purfe  of  ducats  from  the  drawer  of  the  table 
where  he  fat,  gave  it  to  me*  and  ordered  me  to  retire. '     p.  356,  357. 

In  the  courfe  of  our  author's  route  through  this  part  of  Ger- 
-rnany,  he  gives  us  feveral  facls,  not  unintercfting,  with  refpeft 
to  the  conftitution  of  the  French  armies,  and  the  fyftem  of  po- 
lice which  they  exercife  on  the  •  German  frontier.  At  Cologne, 
*he  faw  the  parade  every  morning  and  evening/  for  feveral  days. 
The  conferipts  underwent  a  very  fhort  and  (imple  courfe  of  drill- 
ing.  They  were  taught  to  wheel ;  form  clofe  column  \  load,  fire, 
and  charge  with  the  bayonet :  in  five  days,  they  were  qualified 
to  rnarch  with  the  veteran  troops.  Very  little  attention  was  paid 
to  forming  the  line.  '  A  more  flovenly  one '  (fa'ys  Sir  John,  and 
he  was  a  keen  volunteer  %  if  we  remember  well  his  former  tour), 
1  A  more  flovenly  one  I  never  witnefled.  *    Little  attention,  too, 

was 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


1807.  CarrV  Tour  in  HolldriA  and  Qermdri$.  285 

/ 

was  paid  to  the  drefs  of  the  men,  who  were  uniform  only  ia 
wearing  a  fliort  jacket ;  and,  in  every  other  article,  feemed  to  con- 
fult  their  taftes  or  pockets.     How  beaatifuliy  clothed,  and  ele- 

Sntly  drilled,  were  the  Pruflian  foldiers,  in  comparifon  of  this  ! 
ar  author  travelled  feveral  days  in  company  with  a  confcript; 
an  elegant  young  man,  fon  of  a  gentleman  of  fortune,  and  ne-i 
phew  of  a  general  in  that  part  of  the  army  where  he  was  going 
to  ferve.  He  had  no  hopes,  he  faid,  of  raifing  himfelf  from  the 
ranks,  but  by  good  condu&  and  good  fortune.  He  neither  blam-, 
ed  his  father  for  not  paying  the  price  of  a  fubftitute,  nor  repined 
at  the  confcription.  '  Tout  ct  quyil  tnefaut  main Un ant }  9  (he  faid), 
'  4?eftt  de  ievenir  bon  fo/dat.' 

The  rigour  of  Bonaparte's  government,  in  matters  of  commer- 
cial police,  is  in  proportion  totfhc  exclufively  military  view  which 
he  takes  of  all  the  obje&s  of  policy.  At  Cologne,  our  author* 
by  miftake,  opened  the  door  of  a  room,  where  certain  matrons 
of  the  police  department  were  examining  a  number  of  females 
who  had  come  acrofs  the  river,  to  fearch  for  concealed  articles  o£ 
contraband.  In  his  progrefs  up  the  Rhine,  he  one  day  went  a-* 
fhore  to  take  a  walk ;  and  getting  into  a  thicket,  was  a  good  deal 
furprifed  by  coming  upon  a  French  chafleur,  whom  he  at  ftrfl: 
took  for  a  robber ;  l>ut  who  informed  him  that  he  was  one  of  for- 
ty thoufand,  ftationed  along  the  left  bank  of  the  river,  at  the  dik 
cance  of  a  gunfhot  from  each  other,  to  prevent  fmuggling.  They* 
are  dreffed  in  green,  for  concealment ;  and  hide  themfclves  in  the 
wood,  wherever  the  nature  of  the  ground  permits  them.  It  is 
needlefs  to  add,  that  where  there  are  io  many  precautions  againit 
offending,  the  temptation^  to  offend  mud  be  great,  and  that  the 
precautions  aire  inefficient  after  all. 

Sir  John  Carr  proceeded  to  Mentz  and  Frankfort,  where  he 
faw  the  fair,  and  terminated  his  journey.  We  truft  he  will  ex- 
eufe  xk%  for  expreffing  a  wifh  that  he  had  given  more  of  the  kind 
of  information  which  we  have  ex  traded  or  abridged,  than  of  thofe 

Eutions  of  his  volume  which  we  have  hinted  at,  or  left  unnoticed, 
c  had  many  opportunities  of  gratifying  a  laudable  curiofity,  and 
it  was  not  fitting  that  he  (houLd  wafte  them  upon  matters  which 
a  tour  to  any  of  our  watering  places  would  have  furnifhed  in  a- 
bundanct..  We  greatly  refpeft  him  for  fome  good  qualities  which 
we  have  noticed  in  his  writings,  particularly  thofe  which  we  have 
already  mentioned,  of  liberality  and  good  nature.  He  alfo  pofiefles 
a  certain  portion  of  induftry  and  enterprife.  When  he  travel* 
again,  as  he  is  probably  now  about  to  do,  let  him  turn  thofij  qua- 
lities to  better  account  -,  and,  inftead  of  barely  amufing  the  molt 
trifling  of  all  clafles  of  readers,  he  may  confer  a  real  benefit  on 
his  countrymen,  by  introducing  them  to  a  more  familiar  acquaint* 
aAce  with  the  pre(ent  fituation  and  habits  of  other  people. 
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Art.  HI.  An  Essay  on  the  Theory  of  Monty,  and  Principles  of 
Commerce.  By  John  Whcatlcy.  4to.  pp.  Cadell  &  Davits, 
London,  1807.   , 

IN  our  review  of  Mr  Wheatlc^s  Obfervations  on  Currency  and 
Commerce9  we  entered  into  a  very  ample  detail  of  the  errors 
and  inaccuracies  into  which  he  had  fallen.  From  a  fhort  preface 
to  the  work  before  us,  we  learn,  that  the  theory  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  eftablifh,  differs  in  no  refpeft  from  that  of  which  a  ge- 
neral (ketch  was  given  in  his  preliminary  remarks  j  and  we  auft 
candidly  confcfs,  that  this  appears  to  us  to  be  the  cafe.  Mr 
Wheatley  has  contrived  to  fill  a  quarto  volume,  chiefly  by  (finning 
out  his  former  fcanty  materials  into  new  paradoxes  and  repetitions, 
by  overloading  his  reafonings  with  a  mats  of  inapplicable  details, 
and  by  dwelling,  even  more  copioufly  than  before,  on  fchofe  doc* 
trines  which  have  been  already  fo  (atisfaftorfly  explained.  His 
imagination  appears  to  have  been  heated  with  the  expe&ation  of 
making  difcoveries ;  and  be  has  unluckily  discovered  nothing  but 
obvious  truths,  and  fallacious  paradoxes.  The  extravagance  of 
his  conceits  is,  however,  in  fbme  degree  difguifed  by  the  per* 
plexity  of  his  arguments,  and  by  the  obfeure  and  aiFe&ed  phrafe* 
ology  which  he  has  adopted.  Even  in  his  moft  fimple  modes 
of  expreffion,  Mr  Wheatley's  meaning  is  often  fufficiently  dark ; 
but  when  his  terms  are  gathered  into  combinations,  he  reaches  a 
-higher  climax  of  obfeurity  and  confufion,  and  all  traces  of  meau- 
ing  difappear  in  a  jargon  of  incomprehcnfible  phrafes.  We  can* 
not  help  remarking  alfo,  that,  in  the  obfervations  which  he  ha« 
sards  on  the  merits  of  preceding  writers,  he  is  fingularly  unlucky  *, 
and  has,  in  almoft  every  inftance,  mod  perverfely  mifeonceived  the 
meaning  of  his  author.  His  plan  feems  to  be  to  break  down  a 
train  of  reafoning  into  infulated  propofitions,  and,  without  attend* 
ing  to  the  fpirit  and  fcope  of  the  general  argument,  to  comment  on 
garbled  quotations,  enlarging  or  reftri&ing  the  fenfe  of  his  author, 
according  to  his  own  fancy.  It  is  hardly  necefiary  to  obfcrvt, 
that  the  clofeft  and  moft  accurate  reafoning  muft  fuller  by  this* 
fpecies  of  decomposition.  Mr  Hume,  Dr  Smith,  Lord  King,  and 
Lord  Liverpool,  are  alternately  the  obje&s  of  our  author's 
criticifms ;  but  the  weight  of  his  cenfure  feems  to  fall  on  Dr 
Smith. 

The  grand  principle,  on  which  Mr  Whcatky's  difcoveries 
hinge,  appears  to  be,  that,  when  the  quantity  of  money,  in  any 
country,  is  greater  than  its  internal  circulation  requires,  its  value 
will  be  diminifhed,  and  whatever  is  fupcrfluous  will  be  exported  to 
a  better  market.  '  The  efie&ive  principle '  (he  remarks) '  which 
regulates,,  in  all  countries,  the  amount  of  their  currency,  is  the  ac- 
tion 
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tioti  ef  money  in  conformity  to  the  purport  of  its  inftitution,  as  an 
uniform  mcafure  of  value. '  He  afterwards  obferves,  that  ( this 
property  di*e£ts  ks  eurrent  where  it  will  exchange  to  raoft  advan- 
tage $  and,  as  it  neceflarily  follows,  that  money  will  exchange  to 
moft  advantage  where  there  is  the  lead  relative  quantity,  it  invaria- 
bly eatffes  ks  remittance  from  the  place  where  there  is  the  greatefl 
relative  amount,  to  the  place  where  there  is  the  leaft. ' 

Of  this  principle,  if  we  art  to  believe  Mr  Wheatiey,  Dr  Smitfi 
was  ignorant ;  for  although  he  refers  to  it  incidentally %  yet  he 
was  not,  it  feems,  fuficiently  aware  of  its  importance.  Inftcad  of 
averting,  therefore,  that  no  one  nation  could  poflefs  a  greater  rela- 
tive currency  than  another,  Mr  Wheatiey  informs  us,  that  he  ad- 
vanced the  following  '  inefficient  proportions.  * 

•  ift,  That  the  quantity  of  money  in  every  country  depends  up- 
on the  power  of  purchasing,  ad,  That  it  is  regulated  by  the  fer- 
tility of  the  mines,  which  fupply  the  commercial  world.  3d,  That 
k  is  in  proportion  to  the  effectual  demand.  4th,  That  it  cannot 
exceed  the  fum  which  is  necefiary  for  the  purpofes  of  circulation. 
5  th,  That  it  cannot  be  accumulated  beyond  what  the  nation  can 
afford  to  employ.  6th,  And  that,  when  the  channel  is  full,  what 
flows  in  muft  run  out  again. ' 

Thefe  fix  proportions,  Mr  Wheatiey  takes  the  trouble  to  confi- 
de* and  mifreprefent,  each  in  its  order.  In  order  that  our  read- 
ers may  have  fome  idea  of  the  perverfe  induftry  with  which  he 
has  laboured  to  quibble  away  Dr  Smith's  meaning,  we  may  fhort- 
ly  date  bis  arguments  on  the  fubje£t  of  currency,  pointing  out,  ar 
the  fame  time,  the  mifconceptions  into  which  our  author  has 
fallen. 

When  Dr  Smith  obferves,  that  the  quantity  of  the  precious  me- 
tals, in  any  particular  country,  depends,  partly  upon  its  power  of 
purchasing,  and  partly  upon  the  fertility  or  barrennefs  of  the 
mines  which  may  happen  at  that  time  to  fupply  the  commer- 
cial world,  he  evidently  means,  that  the  precious  metals,  unlike 
thofc  perifiiable  commodities  of  which  the  confumption  is  limited 
to  the  fpot  where  they  arc  produced,  make  their  way  to  the  moft 
diftant  markets 5  and  that  an  abundant  fupply  will  flow  intQ  the 
moft  remote  countries,  if  they  have  wherewithal  to  pay  for  it,  or 
if  the  ftate  of  their  induftry  requires  it.  He  does  not  mean  to 
maintain,  that  the  precious  metals  will  be  ufelefsly  detained  in  any 
country ;  but  that,  from  their  durable  nature,  no  diftance  of  place 
can  prevent  them  from  following  the  effc&ive  demands  of  com- 
merce ;  and  that,  owing  to  the  cafe  with  which  they  may  be  tranf- 
ported»  their  quantity  throughout  the  whole  extent  of  the  civilized 
world,  muft  be  affe&ed  by  the  barrennefs  or  fertility  of  the  mines 
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i 
{torn  which  they  are  derived.  *  Mr  Wheatlejr  obferves,  that  this 
does  not  explain  the  caufe  which  prevents  the  currency  of  one 
country  from  being  wholly  withdrawn,  and  added  to  the  currency 
of  another.  But  although  this  is  not  Dr  Smithes  obje&  ;  although 
his  intention  is  merely  to  point  out  the  efrefts  whicn  arife  from  the 
eafy  tranfportation  of  the  precious  metals,  does  not  Mr  Wheatley 
perceive,  that  the  principle  for  which  he  fo  zealously  contends  is 
implied  throughout  the  whole. of  Dr  Smith's  reafonings?  and 
that,  if  an  abundance  of  gold  or  Giver  in  one  part  of  the  world  is 
felt  in  the  mod  remote  countries,  that  this  muft  arife  from  the 
fame  caufcs  by  which  their  value  is  preferved  in  a  juft  balance  in 
more  contiguous  markets  ? 

The  remainder  of  Mr  Wheatley's  remarks  on  Dr  Smith,  feem  to 
Jt>e  conceived  in  the  fame  fpirit  ot  captioufnefs  and  cavilling.  He 
finds  fault  with  the  third1  pofition,  which  appears  to  us  to  be  al- 
moft  felf-evident,  that  the  quantity  of  the  precious  metals  in  any 
country,  is  regulated  by  the  demand  of  thofe  who  are  willing  to 
pay  for  them  ;  and  he  fcems  particularly  difpleafed  with  the  fourth 
Smd  fifth  pofitions,  namely,  that  the  quantity  of  gold  and  Elver  in 
every  country,  is  limited'  by  thg  ufe  which  there  js  for  thofe  me- 
tals, and  that  they  can  never  be  accumulated  beyond  what  a  nation 
can  afford  to  employ.  He  is  no  doubt  afraid,  left  Dr  Smith 
fhould*  be  thought  to  nave  anticipated  him  in  the  difcovery  of  the 
profound  axiom  on  which  all  his  difcoveries  are  built.  ?  The  fifth 
pofition  *  (he  obferves)  *  is  fo  Angularly  "vague,  that  it  is  only  ne- 
ccfiary  to  notice  it,  in  order  to  Jhow  trie  perplexity  of  his  mind, 
and  the  verfatility  of  his  efforts  to  poffefs  and  elucidate  the  princi- 
ple of  the  limit.'  It  is  really  inconceivable^  that  Mr  Wheatky 
fhould  take  it  feripufly  into  his  head,  that  Dr  Smith  did  not  know 
that  money,  Jike  all  other  commodities,  muft  be  conftantly  attract- 
ed to  the  oeft  market,  and  that  it  cannot  confequently  remain,  for 
any  length  of  time,  dear  in  one  country,  and  cheap  in  another. 
This  principle  is  in  itfelf  very  plain  and  obvious  j  and  it  is,  befides, 
the  foundation  of  the  whole  of  that  author's  reafonings  on  the 
)febje£t'6f  currency.  *'  The  anxiety,  indeed,  with  which  Mr  Wheat- 
ley  demonft rates  what  has  long  been  familiar  to  every  one,  is  truly 
ludicrous.     It  is  recorded  of  Hudibras,  that  he  could 

1  '  "        , _<  wisely  tell  what  hour  o'  the  day 

The  clock  did  Strike  by  algebra  ; ' 
and  we  really  think,  that  the  speculations  of  a  very  numerous 
class  of  modern  writers,  terminate  in  results  equally  important. 
'Fhey  s'eem  to  imagine,  that,  in  order  to  be  profound,  they  must 
t>e  obscure  j  that  they  are  penetrating  into  the  mysteries  of  science, 

when 
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when  they  are  only  perplexing  what  preceding  waiters  have  made 
plain  j  and  that  their  readers  will  be  amply  compensated  for  the 
toil  and  trouble  they  have  encountered  on  a  rugged  road,  by  the 
poverty  of  the  entertainment  provided  for  them  at  the  end  of  their 
journey. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  chapter  is  occupied  with  similar 
misconceptions  of  Dr  Smith's  meaniug,  into  -which  we  do  not 
think  it  necessary  to  enter  particularly,  as  we  have  already  laid 
before  our  readers  a  sufficient  specimen  of  our  author's  general 
inaccuracy. 

The  second  chapter  is  intended  to  explain  the  €  functions  of 
money; '  although  we  do  not  see  what  can  be  added  on  this  sub^ 
ject  to  die  short  statement  of  Dr  Smith,  namely,  that  money  is 
the  measure  of  value,  and  the  instrument  of  commerce.  .  It  seems 
to  be,  in  a  gTeat  measure,  a  transcript  of  what  Mr  Wheatley  had 
published  in  his  preliminary  work,  which,  as  we  have  already  ex* 
amined  at  sufficient  length,  it  will  be  superfluous  to  reconsider 
in  this  place. 

The  third  chapter  relates  to  the  course, of  exchange;  and  al- 
though the  subject  has,  in  our  opinion,  been  explained  by  a  va- 
riety of  writers  with  equal  clearness  and  simplicity,  Mr  Wheatley 
6eems  to  imagine,  that  it  has  been  very  generally  misunderstood* 
His  theory  is  here  very  amply  detailed  and  illustrated ;  and  it 
seems  to  differ  considerably  from  that  which  was  published  in  his 
preliminary  observations.  In  his  former  work,  we  understood 
him  to  state,  that  an  excess  of  currency,  by  leading  to  an  excess 
of  imports,  or  to  what  has  been  called  an  unfavourable  balance 
of  trade,  produced  an  unfavourable  exchange.  In  the  work  be- 
fore us,  a  partial  augmentation  or  diminution  of  currency*  is  still 
stated  as  the  fcole  causa  of  a  favourable,  or  of  an  adverse  ex- 
change ;  but  he  now  maintains,  that  the  exchange  has  no  con- 
nexion with  the  balance  of  trade  ;  *  that  the  exchange  may  be 
favourable,  when  the  balance  is  adverse ;  and  adverse,  when  the 
balance  is  favourable.  *  In  support  of  this  opinion,  he  supposes 
the  case  of  a  nation,  where  the  balance  of  trade  is  favourable, 
and  where  there  is  at  the  same  time  an  excess  of  currency.  In 
which  case,  Mr  Wheatley  contends,  it  is  impossible  that. the  ex- 
change can  be  favourable  with  those  countries  where  a  similar  ex- 
cess of  currency  has  not  taken  place.  If  at  the  time  that  a  con- 
siderable balance  was  due  from  Hamburgh  to  London,  1 001.  in 
London  were,  owing  to  a  relative  excess  of  currency  in  this 
country,  worth  no  more  than  95l.  in  Hamburgh,  it  appears  to 
Mr  Wheatley  absurd,  to  suppose  that  a  Hamburgh  merchant 
would  give  a  premium  for  a  bill  for  1001.  on  this  country,  when 
k  was  in  reality  worth  only  951. 
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The  conclusion  is  certainly  very  sound  and  logical^  but  the 
fase  from  which  Mr  Wheatley  deduces  it,  is  evidently  im* 
possible.  Gold  and  silver,  like  other  comjnpctyieg,  always  seek 
the  best  ujarjeet.  If  there  were  already  an  excess  of  currency  is 
the  market  of  Britain,  the  British  merchants  would  not  surely 
import  a  greater  quantity,  in  order  still  further  to  depress  tt$ 
Value.  Wnatever  commodities  he  plight  send  fo  Hamburgh,  lie 
would  order  such  commodities  in  return,  as  h*  might  suppose 
were  in  request  in  Britain,  not  such  as  we*e  already  in  too  great 
abundance.  It  is  eyident,  besides,  that  an  expess  of  currency, 
by  raising  prices,  necessarily  leads  to  an  excess  pf  imports,  or  to 
an  unfavourable  balance  ot  trade.  Thp  balance  of  trade  ma^L 
indeed  be  ifayourable  to  a  country  in  some  particular  branches  of 
its  commerce,  even  during  the  continuance  of  an  excess  of  cur- 
rency ;  but,  on  the  average  amount  of  its  whole  transactions,  it 
must  be  unfavourable ;  because  it  is  in  fhis  way  pnly  (hat  the  exT 
cess  of  its  currency  can  be  taken  off* 

In  the  explanation  of  his  hypothesis,  Mr  Wheatley  also  apt 
pears  to  us  occasionally  to  confound  the  real. with  the  nominal 
exchange.  Ascribing  ah  unfavourable  exchaage  ift  all  cases  to  a 
depreciation  of  the  currency,  he  inf  imates,  that  the  depreciation 
of  the  currency  must  be  the  exact  measure  pf  the  unfavourable- 
ness  of  the  exchange.  D urine;  the  late  variation  in  the  exchange 
between  Dublin  and  London,  he  informs  us,  that  1151.  in  Dublin 
was  worth  no  more  than  1001.  in  London,  and  (hat,  consequent* 
ly,  a  premium  pf  15J.  was  paid  in  Dublin  lor  a  bill  on  London. 
It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  observe,  however,  that  the  real  ex- 
change with  London  could  never  liaye  beep  15  per  cent,  against 
Dublin,  as  bullion  could  have  been  remitted  at  considerably  le6S 
expense.  At  the  period  tp  which  Mr  Wheatley  alludes,  the  cur- 
rency of  Ireland  consisted  pf  paper  not  convertible  into  specie, 
and  depreciated  from  an  excessive  issue.  In  these  circumstances, 
it  is  evident  that  nothing  certain  can  be  inferred  with  respect  to 
the  real  rate  of  exchange  from  its  apparent  rate.  The  real  ex- 
change is  calculated  on  an  accurate  comparison  pf  the  quantity  of 
burc  gold  or  silver,  wliich  the  currencies  pf  different  countries 
contain.  When  this  quantity  varies,  the  exchange  may  appear 
to  be  against  a  country,  when  it  is  really  at  par,  of  even  in  k$ 
favour.  Neither  is  it  true  (except,  indeed,  when  the  real  ex- 
change is  at  par),  that,  when  the  currency  of  a  country  is  de- 
preciated, the  computed  exchange  gives  the  measure  of  its  de- 
preciation. When  the  real  exchange  is  in  favour  of  a  country  of 
which  the  currency  is  depreciated,  its  whole  amount  must  be 
added  to  the  computed  exchange,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  degree, 
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of  depreciation. .  A  country  with  a  depredated  cutrency  *  may 
also  bare  its  computed  exchange  at  par  with  all  other  countries  ; 
a  circumstance  which,  of  itself,  might  have  satisfied  Mr  Wheatley, 
that  there  w^t  at  radical  fallacy  in  his  reasonings. 
-  Mr  Wheatley  has  committed  another,  though  a  more  pardon- 
able error,  on  the  subject  of  exchanges.  He  observes,  that  where 
the  expense  of  transmitting  money  between  two  countries  is  three 
per  cent.,  the  exchange  might  continue  permanently  unfavourable 
to  either  of  them  to  that  amount,  because,  after  paying  the  ne- 
cessary charges  of  freight  and  insurance,  nothing  is  left  for  the 
profit  of  the  bullion  merchant.  Unless,  therefore,  the  exchange 
is  so  far  unfavourable,  as  not  only  to  par  for  the  transportation 
of  bullion,  but  also  to  secure  a  reasonable  profit  to  the  bullion 
merchant,  specie  wiM  not  be  exported,  and  die  unfavourable  ex- 
change will  not  be  redressed.  Lord  King,  also,  in  the  observa- 
tions which  h?  has  added  on  this  subject  to  the  second  edition  of 
his  valuable  work,  seems  to  maintain,  that  an  unfavourable  ex*- 
change  cannot  be  redressed  by  the  transmission  of  bullion,  unless 
the  discount  on  the  bills  drawn  by  the  creditor  country  be  suffi- 
cient to  secure,  besides  paying  other  charges,  an  adequate  profit 
to  the  bullion  merchant. 

.  It  is  no  doubt  time,  that  bullion  cannot  be  exported  for  the 
purpose  of  relieving  a  country  from  the  burden  of  foreign  debt, 
unless  a  suitable  profit  be  derived  from  the  transaction.  But  it 
does  not  seem  necessary,  in  order  to  render  the  exportation  of 
specie  profitable,  that  the  discount  on  every  bill  should  be  equal 
to  the  charges  of  a  remittance  of  bullion.  The  debtor  country 
has  generally  claims  to  a  considerable  extent  against  the  creditor 
country.  A  great  part  of  their  mutual  transactions  will  still  be  set- 
sled,  therefore,  by  bills,  without  the  intervention  of  specie.  The 
principal  utility,  indeed,  of  bills  of  exchange,  consists  in  econo- 
mising the  use  of  specie,  and  in  simplifying  foreigti  payments, 
by  rendering  unnecessary  a  continual  transmission  of  bullion  be- 
tween trading  countries.  It  may  not  be  necessary,  therefore,  for 
the  debtor  country  to  send  abroad  specie  for  above  the  tenth  part 
of  its  debts  \  and  it  is  evident,  that  a  very  small  per  centaee  on 
the  whole  of  its  foreign  bills  would  amply  defray  this  charge. 
If  the  exports  of  Hamburgh  to  London  amount  to  1,000,0001., 
and  the  exports  of  London  to  Hamburgh  amount  to  1,200,0001., 
it  may  be  necessary  to  remit  from  Hamburgh  to  London  200,0001. 
in  specie.  There  are  bills  on  Hamburgh  in  the  London  market 
to  the  amount  of  1,200,0001.  \  and  they  must  fall  to  such  a  dis- 
count as  will  defray  the  charge  of  this  remittance.  But  as  the 
expence  of  sending  abroad  200,0001.  is  to  be  charged  on 
1^00,0001.,  it  is  evident  that  the  discount  on '  each  bill  will  not, 
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be  nearly  equal  to  the  expense  of  remitting  its  .own  amount  to 
specie. 

The  remaining  part  of  the  chapter  is  occupied  with  a  very 
tedious  explanation  of  the  effects  of  a  depreciated,  or  debased 
currency,  on  the  exchange.  There  is  more  of  inaccuracy  and  re- 
petition here,  than  of  positive  error ;  or  at  least,  the  errors  which 
occur  are  obviously  the  result  of  an  idle  ambition  to  say  something 
original  on  subjects  where  nothing  remains  to  be  discovered.  We 
should  have  imagined,  for  instance,  that  the  variations  between 
the  market  and  the  mint  price  of  bullion,  had  been  already  ex* 
plained  with  sufficient  clearness ;  yet,  Mr  Wheatley  dedicates  a 
whole  chapter  to  this  subject.  It  appears  to  us  to  be  very 
clear,  that  where  no  seignorage  is  charged  on  the  coin,  a  pound 
of  uncoined  gold  must  be  very  nearly  of  the  same  value  as  a 
pound  of  coined  gold  ;  nor  does  it  seem  less  clear,  that  a  pound 
of  gold  cannot  lose  any  of  its  value  by  being  manufactured  into 
coin.  Where  the  charge  of  coinage,  therefore,  is  defrayed  by 
government,  as  in  Britain,  the  market  and  the  mint  price  of  gold 
must  be  the  same  \  except  in  the  case  of  a  debased  or  otherwise 
depreciated  currency.  This  point  is  rendered  particularly  plain, 
in  Locke's  masterly  treatise  on  this  subject  j  and,  if  our  author 
«an  resist  the  reasoning  contained  in  several  of  the  passages 
which  he  himself  has  quoted  from  that  work,  he  has  no  chance 
to  be  convinced  by  any  arguments  which  we  can  employ. 

Mr  Wheatley  observes,  however,  that,  in  1783,  there  was  a  re- 
markable advance  in  the  market  price  of  gold,  above  its  mint  price, 
although  the  gold  currency  was  at  that  time  perfect  in  its  weight ; 
and  he  informs  us,  that,  with  a  few  occasional  interruptions,  this 
inferiority  has  continued  ever  since  -,  the  maket  price  having  been 
sometimes  as  high  as  41.  an  ounce.  Now,  we  may  well  be  permit- 
ted to  inquire  how  this  could  have  happened.  Gold  bullion  must 
be  either  purchased  with  specie  or  witn  bank-notes  ;  and  it  is  for 
Mr  Wheatlev  to.  explain,  what  imaginable  motive  could  indupe 
the  holder  ox  four  guineas  to  part  with  them  for  an  ounce  of  gold 
and  four  shillings,  when,  by  converting  them  into  bullion,  he 
would  receive  an  ounce  of  gold  and  6s.  2d.  in  return  \  the  mar- 
ket price  of  gold  being  31. 17s.  lOd.  The  same  reasoning  applies 
to  bank-notes  \  as,  previous  to  the  restriction,  they  could  be  im- 
mediately converted  into  specie.  The  inaccuracy  of  the  vmint 
estimation  of  the  precious  metals,  has  also,  Mr  Wheatley  ob- 
serves, been  .stated  as  the  cause  of  the  excess  of  the  market  price 
over  the  mint  price  of  gold  or  silver  bullion.  But  although  a 
pound  of  silver  bullion  will  exchange  for  a  greater  quantity  of 
gold  coin  than  a  pound  of  silver  coin,  Mr  Wheatley  will  not  ai- 
tow  that  this  is  any  evidence  pi  the  inaccuracy  of  tae  mint  esti- 
mation 
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matkm  of  stiver.  This  proposition,  however,  appears  to  us  to  be  so 
extremely  clear,  that  we  heme  it  will  carry  the  evidence  of  its  truth 
along  with  it,  even  to  Mr  Wheatley ;  and  if  we  succeed  in  con- 
vincing him  of  his  error  on  this  particular  point,  we  may  hope 
to  reclaim  him  from  his  eager  pursuit  of  those  delusive  novelties 
which  are  constantly  leading  him  astray  from  the  path  of  sober 
investigation. 

The  market  price  of  the  precious  metals,  is  the  only  sure  mea- 
sure of  their  value,  and  the  mint  estimation  is  only  so  far  accu- 
rate as  it  is  conformed  to  this  unerring  standard.  When  we  say 
that  the  precious  metals  are  inaccurately  estimated  at  the  mint 
with  respect  to  each  other,  we  mean  merely,  that  their  market 
price  is  either  higher  or  lower  than  their  mint  price  ;  and  when  a 
pound  of  coined  diver  exchanges  for  a  smaller  quantity  of  gold 
coin  than  a  pound  of  silver  bullion,  is  not  this  satisfactory  evi- 
dence that  the  price  of  silver  at  the  mint  is  lower  than  the  price 
of  silver  in  the  market  ?  We  are  convinced,  that  on  all  subject* 
connected  with  the  complex"  economy  of  society,  errors  frequently 
arise  from  the  nature  of  the  terms  which  it  is  necessary  to  em- 
ploy, and  which,  though  they  may  be  -sufficiently  intelligible  on 
reflection,  do  not  always  suggest,  without  an  effort  of  the  under-* 
standing,  any  distinct  idea  to  the  mind.  When  several  of  these 
terms  are  connected  together  into  a  train  of  reasoning,  the  chances 
of  deception  from  this  source  are  necessarily  multiplied,  and  an 
argument  may  appear  perfectly  correct  and  conclusive,  of  which 
the  fallacy  would  be  immediately  apparent,  if  the  combinations  of 
which  it  consists  could  be  brought  before  the  mind  in  their  natu- 
ral simplicity.  It  is  chiefly  by  not  possessing  a  full  and  distinct 
perception  of  the  bearings  and  relations  of  the  different  propo- 
sitions of  which  an  argument  is  composed,  and  by  perplexing 
themselves  with  a  confusion  of  notions  and  phrases  which  they 
do  not  distinctly  understand,  that  superficial  writers  commit  so 
many  mistakes.  Even  more  close  and  accurate  reasoners  occa- 
sionally fall  into  the  same  snare.  An  habitual  abstraction  of  the 
mmd  from  language  to  its  dependent  ideas,  seems  to  be  the  best 
security  against  this  species  of  deception. 

It  appears  to  us,  that  it  is  entirely  owing  to  the  want  of  a,  due 
consideration  of  the  various  propositions  of  which  his  theory  re- 
specting the  market  and  the  mint  price  of  bullion  consists,  that 
Mr  Wheatley  himself  does  not  see  its  absurdity.  He  supposes, 
that  when  currency  is  dearer  at  Hamburgh  than  at  London,  bul- 
lion, which  he  observes  is  the  same  as  foreign  coin,  must  also  be 
dearer ;  and  therefore,  that  a  pound  of  bullion,  whether  copper, 
silver,  or  gold,  must  be  worth  more  than  a  pound  of  coin.  It  is 
very  extraordinary,  that  Mr  Wheatley  docs  not  perceive,  that, 
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according  to  his  own  principles,  the  expense  of  transporting  gold 
,  or  currency!  from  the  place  where  it  is  abundant  to  the  place 
where  it  is  scarce,  must  be  the  limit  of  the  variations  in  its  price. 
The  intrinsic  value  of  the  coined  metal,  cannot  be  greater  in  Ham* 
burgh  than  m  London  ;  ks  superior  value  arises  entirely  front  the 
accidental  circumstance  of  a  great  demand  in  London  for  money 
at  Hamburgh.  It  seems  singularly  absurd,  therefore,  to  suppose, 
that  when  it  is  transported  from  the  place  where  it  is  in  request 
to  the  place  where  it  is  not  wanted,  it  should  still  retain  its  supe- 
rior value.  What  does  Mr  Wbeadey  mean,  by  saying  also,  that 
the  value  of  copper  bullion  must  be  increased  in  London,  from 
the  same  cause  which  increases  the  value  of  gold  bullion,  namely, 
an  unfavourable  exchange  ?  Are  bills  of  exchange  ever  paid  in 
tapper  i  But  we  are  really  wearied  with  hunting  down  these 
futile  conceits. 

Mr  Wheatley  proceeds,  in  his  fifth  chapter,  to  point  out  the 
errors  which,  according  to  him,  Lord  Liverpool  has  committed 
in  his  valuable  work  on  coinage.  He>  also  touches  upon  the 
causes  from  which  disorders  may  occasionally  arise  in  a  system 
ef  metallic  currency.  This  subject  is  no  doubt  involved  in  con- 
siderable intricacy,  but  it  does  not  seem  to  be  die  characteristic 
of  Mr  Wheatley's  genius,  to  clear  away  obscurity  or  confusion 
from  the  subjects  on  which  he  treats.  After  observing  that  when 
any  metal  is  overrated  in  the  currency  of  a  country,  or  when 
die  coins  which  are  made  out  of  a  particular  metal  are  debased 
or  worn,  the  price  of  all  commodities  is  regulated  by  the  debased 
coins,  or  by  the  coins  which  are  made  of  the  metal  underrated  j 
he  proceeds  to  aTgue,  that,  as  the  silver  currency  in  Britain,  has 
unquestionably  lost  a  great  part  of  its  original  value  by  rubbing 
?od  wearing,  the  prices  of  commodities  in  Britain,  must  be  re- 
gulated by  the  state  of  the  silver  coins,  and  not  by  the  state  of 
the  gold  coins ;  and  that  the  value  of  the  gold  coins  is  actually 
degraded  to  the  level  of  the  silver  coins.  There  is  certainly 
something  very  spirited  in  -thus  attempting  to  maintain  a  theory 
against  the  most  notorious  facts.  The  silver  currency  of  Bri- 
tain is,  we  believe,  depreciated  about  25  per  cent.  If  die  prices 
of  commodities,  therefore,  were  regulated  by  this  standard,  sil- 
ver faullion  ought  to  be  at  6s.  9d.,  and  gold  ought  to  be  above 
51.  an  ounces  Has  Mr  Wheadey  also  forgotten,  that  br  the  re- 
formation of  the  gold  currency,  in  1774,  the  market  price,  both 
of  silver  and  gold  bullion,  was  lowered  to  the  mint  price,  al- 
though the  silver  currency  was  at  that  time  in  a  very  imperfect 
$tate  ?  And  is  it  not  evident,  if  both  silver  and  gold  bullion  ate 
raised  or  lowered  in  price,  according  to  the  perfect  or  debased 
$tate  of  the  gold  coin,  that  it  is  the  state  of  th$  gold  coin.which 
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vegulates  tfceif  prices  ?  We  should  have  thought,  that  the 
sferftgth  of  Mr  Whpatle/s  faith  in  theory,  would  have  been 
shaken  by  a  consideration  of  these  facts  i  and  that  he  would 
hare  been  led  to  suspect,  that  ox  the  infinite  variety  of  new  coot* 
binations,  which  human  affairs  are  constantly  presenting,  new 
principles  might  arise  of  which  he  was  not  awa*e,  and  which, 
if  rightly  undevstood,  might  have  saved  him  from  the  dilemma 
of  rejecting-  an  obvious  fact,  or  admitting  an  excepti+n  to  a  theory 
which  musf  be  nmversal  if  k  be  true. 

It  no  doubt  appears  from  the  whole  history  of  our  coinage, 
that  when  eithfer  gold  or  silver  was  greatly  overrated  in  rela- 
tion to  each  other,  or  when  thesoins  made  of  either  of  those 
metals  had  Jtosf  much  of,  their  original  value  by  debasement,  or  by 
being  worn*  the  coins  which  were  overrated  or  debased,  either 
patted  current  at  a  discount,  or  the  more  perfect  coins  were  en*- 
tirelj  banished  from  circulation*  But  it  is  also  very  dear,  that 
at  present  though  the  silver  coin  has  lost  the  fourth  part  of  it* 
original  value,  it  pasaes  current  at  the  estimation  set  on  it  when 
issued  from  the  mint ;  and  so  far  is  the  gold  coin  from  being  ba~ 
nisbnd  from  circulation,  that  a  guinea  can  always  be  had  for 
twenty-one  debased  shillings,  as  readily  as  if  the  silver  currency 
were  in  the  most  perfect  state.  This  fact,  indeed,  is  noticed  by  Dr 
Smith*  who  observes,  that  when  the  gold  currency  was  reforrne4 
in  1774,  twenty-one  worn  and  debased  shillings  exchanged  for  * 

Euinea  which  was  perfect  in  its  weight,  w«h  the  same  facility  as 
efore.  Dr  Smith,  who  had  not  the  benefit  of  Mr  Wheatley'? 
throry9  so  far  ftom  conjecturing,  that  the  value  of  the  gold 
coin  was  degraded  to  the  level  of  the  debased  silver  coin,  was  of 
opinion,  that  the  value  o£  the  silver  coin  was  raised  by  means  of 
the  superior  excellency  of  the  gold  coin.  The  reason,  however, 
by  which  he  endeavours  to  aecount  for  this  fact,  namely,  that  th? 
most  precious  coin  naturally  regulates  the  value  of  the  rest,  is  by 
no  means  satisfactory.  In  the  reign  of  William  III.  the  perfect 
state  of  the  gold  coin  did  not  raise  the  value  of  the  silver,  which 
circulated  at  a  discount  of  about.  40./**  <*«/.,  30s.  being  then  the 
price  of  a  guinea;  and  we  cannot  see  any  reason  for  supposing, 
that  it  produces  this  efiect  upon  the  silver  com  at  present.  The 
following  observations,  may  pechaps  afford  a  solution  of  this  dif- 
ficulty. 

Lord  Liverpool  has  stated,  in  a  very  clear  and  satisfactory  man* 
nev,  the  series  of  changes  which,  ae  a  country  advances  in  wealth, 
are  gradually  introduced  into  its  system  of  currency*  In  a  very 
early  stage  of  society,  when  transactions  are  few  and  of  small 
consequence,  a  very  coarse  metal,  such  as  copper,  generally  an** 
•a  era.  all  the  purposes  of  *  circulating  medium*  lu  the  course 
i  of 
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of  advancing  improvement,  however,  silver  is  found  to  lie  a 
more  convenient  instrument  of  exchange  \  and  in  the  still  fur- 
ther progress  of  commercial  opulence,  gold  at  last  is  the  only 
metal  in  which  the  great  payments  can  be  conveniently  ef- 
fected. 

When  a  currency  has  arrived  at  this  last  state  of  refinement, 
the  coarser  metals  are  never  employed  except  in  th$  smaller  pay. 
ments,  which  could  not  be  conveniently  effected  by  means  of  a 
metal  so  precious  as  gold.  They  become,  therefore,  subsidiary 
merely  to  the  operations  of  the  main  currency. 

It  is  very  evident,  that  the  coin  in  which  the  larger  payments 
are  effected,  can  only  pass  current  at  its  intrinsic  worth  *  and  ac- 
cordingly, all  attempts  to  give  it  an  arbitrary  value,  either  by  de- 
basement, or  by  raising  its  denomination,  have  been  uniformly 
followed  by  a  corresponding  rise  of  prices.  Men  are  alarmed 
when  the  only  known  rule  by  which  the  value  of  the  currency 
can  be  estimated,  is  abandoned ;  and  they  plainly  perceive,  that 
the  disorder  Which  this  arbitrary  innovation  must  produce,  will 
firAlly  render  it  necessary,  in  estimating  the  value  of  the  coin, 
to  revert  to  the  sure  rnd  incorruptible  standard  of  its  intrinsic 
worth.  A  subsidiary  currency,  however,  is  susceptible  of  an 
arbitrary  value :  as  its  depreciation  cannot  be  attended  with  ef- 
fects so  injurious  to  society,  it  may  circulate  very  freely,  although 
the  intrinsic  value  is<not  equal  to  its  current  value.  In  all  & 
metallic  currencies  4f  Europe,  copper  is  a  subsidiary  currency  ; 
and  in  the  currencyof  Britain,  both  silver  and  copper  are  subsi- 
diary currencies.  The  current  value  of  the  copper  coins,  ac- 
cordingly, before  the  late  new  coinage,  was  considerably  higher 
than  their  intrinsic  value  5  and  they  passed  in  circulation  without 
producing  the  least  inconvenience.  It  is  not  less  evident,  we 
conceive,  though  it  has  been  less  noticed,  that  the  silver  cur* 
rency  has  assumed  an  arbitrary  value,  ever  since  the  period  when 
it  was  exclusively  appropriated  to  the  smaller  payments.  1Tu» 
great  change  in  the  currency  of  Britain,  took  place  in  the  reign 
of  King  William.  Our  limits  do  not  permit  us  to  enlarge  on 
the  various  steps  of  that  process  by  which  it  was  perfected. 
We  cannot  help  observing,  however,  that  the  state  of  the  Bri- 
tish coin,  at  that  period,  appears  to  us  to  be  peculiarly  deserving 
of  attention ;  not  only  as  the  facts  which  were  then  disclosed, 
throw  a  peculiar  light  on  the  nature  and  principles  of  a  metallic 
currency,  but  because  the  appearances  then  exhibited  may  not 
again  occur  in  the  revolution  of  ages.  It  is  impossible  to  fix 
the  period  at  which,  in  the  progress  of  improvement,  a  similar 
change  may  take  place  in  the  metallic  currencies  of  Europe  5  and 
in  looking  rack  to  the  earlier  stages  of  society,  no  traces  are  to 
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fee  found  of  those  temporary  disorders  wKich  must  haVe  taken 
place,  when  silver  was  substituted  for  copper  in  the  main  pay- 
ments. It  need  not  indeed  excite  surprise,  when  the  historian 
of  battles  and  political  revolutions,  can  scarcely  glean,  in  the 
earlier  periods  of  history,  the  materials  of  a  connected  narrative, 
that  no  record  should  be  preserved  of  those  facts,  which  are  not 
recommended  to  vulgar  notice  by  novelty  and  glare,  but  are  only 
valuable  as  they  furnish  the  materials  of  philosophical  specula- 
tion. When  time  has  injured  the  outline  of  the  picture,  it  is 
not  natural  to  expect,  that  the  more  delicate  shades  should  hare  v 
been  transmitted  in  full  preservation. 

The  amount  of  our  specie  forms  the  subject  of  Mr  Wheatley's 
sixth  chapter.  We  have  already  had  occasion  to  express  our 
opinion  on  this  point,  in  our  review  of  Lord  Liverpool's  work;  so 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  touch  on  it  at  present.  For  the  same 
reason,  we  must  also  decline  entering  into  a  consideration  of  the 
next  chapter,  which  relates  to  the  balance  of  trade ;  having  no- 
thing further  to  add  to  what  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  ob- 
serve on  that  subject  in  our  examination  of,  Mr  Wheatley's  pre* 
liminary  work. 

In  the  eighth  chapter  our*  author  explains  in  what  way  a  nation 
must  discharge  its  foreign  expenditure ;  but  we  do  not  see  that  he 
has  added  much  to  the  simple  explanation  of  this  subject  afforded 
by  Dr  Smith.  His  opinions,  besides  being  anticipated  in  general 
by  preceding  writers,  are  encumbered  with  such  a  variety  of  con- 
fused and  unintelligible  notions,  that  we  may  venture  to  affirm* 
that  no  reader,  who  has  not  the  patience  and  good  temper  of  a 
reviewer,  will  venture  to  analyze  the  mass,  and  to  disentangle  the 
author's  substantial  doctrines  from  the  extraneous  notions  ia 
which  they  are  always  enveloped.  When,  by  means  of  a  favour- 
able exchange,  a  country  has  debts  owing  to  it  abroad,  this  foreign 
expenditure  may  obviously  be  discharged  by  a  bill  on  the  debtor 
country.  ButVhen  its  foreign  debt  exceeds  the  amount  of  the 
debts  due  to  it,  some  other  resource  must  be  fallen  upon  $  either 
bullion  or  commodities  must  be  exported  5  and,  in  general,  the  lat- 
ter will  be  preferred.  On  this  subject,  however,  we  have  fully 
explained  our  sentiments  in  our  review  of  Foster  on  Commercial 
Exchanges. 

Mr  Wheatley  dwells  with  considerable  severity  on  the  narrow 
notions  by  which  Mr  Pitt,  during  the  last  war,  was  induced  to 
withhold  frbm  our  Continental  allies  that  relief  which  could  have 
been  easily  spared  from  the  ample  resources  of  Britain ;  and  he 
seems  to  be  of  opinion,  that  the  apprehensions,  so  earnestly  ex- 
pressed on  this  subject  by  the  Directors  of  the  Bank  of  England, 
were,  in  some  degree,  chimerical.    We  are  for  once  inclined  to 
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agree  with  Mr  Wheadey.  We  cannot  well  conceive,  if  tht 
money  is  once  levied  from  the  people  by  means  of  taxes,  how  the 
mere  circumstance  of  remitting  it  to  Germany  shook!  menace  the 
Bank  of  England  with  ruin.  Even  if  it  were  necessary  to  remit 
bullion,  like  all  other  'commodities  bullion  can  be  procured  by 
those  who  want  it,  and  have  wherewithal  to  pay  for  it.  Remk- 
tances  are  constantly  made  from  all  parts  of  tne  country  to  Lon- 
don ;  but  we  never  heard  that  this  gave  any  disturbance  to  the 
natural  course  of  trade.  The  remittance  of  money  from  one 
country  to  another  is  one  of  the  most  ordinary  transactions  of 
commerce;  and  it  would  certainly  be  very  unaccountable  if 
bo  expedient  had  yet  been  found  out  by  which  it'  qpuld  be 
effected  without  giving  a  shock  to  the  commercial  world.  We 
cannot  help  suspecting  also,  that  the  effects  of  the  importation  of 
grain,  in  producing  an  exportation  of  our  specie,  have  been  con- 
siderably exaggerated.  It  seems  to  be  taken  for  granted,  that  die 
grain  which  it  was  found  necessary  to  import  must  have  been 
paid  exclusively  m  money.  It  is  almost  superfluous  to  observe, 
however,  that  the  whole  circulating  coin  of  Britain  would  not 
have  been  sufficient  for  this  purpose.  Bullion,  therefore,  must 
have  been  prdcured,  and  it  could  only  be  procured  by  means  of 
commodities.  But  it  would  surely  be  a  simpler  process  to  ex- 
change commodities  directly  for  the  grain ;  ahd,  in  a  country 
abounding  with  every  manufacture  which  can  minister  to  the  gra- 
tification of  mankind,  suitable  equivalents  may  always  be  provid- 
ed for  whatever  is  wanted. 

Even  where  th«  balance  of  trade  is  turned  against  a  country, 
we  apprehend  it  may  be  rectified  without  exporting  the  specie 
■which  is  necessary  for  its  internal  circulation.  An  unfavour* 
-aWe  exchange,  which  is  always  the  consequence  of  an  unfa* 
vourable  balance  of  trade,  has  a  tendency  to  diminish  imports 
and  to  increase  exports ;  and  we  imagine  that,  in  point  of 
fact,  this  is  the  way  in  which  it  is  generally  redressed.  Mf 
Thornton  has  argued  as  if  a  country  might  be  subjected  to  a  con- 
stant drain  of  specie  for  a  length  of  time :  But  we  do  not  see 
how  this  is  possible ;  1st,  Because  a  country  can  seldom  spare  any 
considerable  part  of  its  circulating  coin,  and  if  it  were  exported* 
the  void  must  be  instantly  supplied  by  new  importations ;  and, 
Vdttjy  Because  whatever  was  exported  must  be  added  to  the  cur- 
rency of  another  country,  where  it  is  equally  impossible  that  k 
can  remain.  It  appears  to  us,  therefore,  that  the  quantity  of 
specie  necessary  to  settle  the  mutual  transactions  of  trading  na- 
tions must  be  very  trifling,  and  that  the  unfavourable  balance  of 
trade  has  very  little  connexion  with  the  distresses  to  which  the 
1  Basil 
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B^nk  of  lyiglaod,  is  exposed.  The  causes  which-  led  to  the  run 
on  the  bank,  and  which  might  have  rendered  the  restriction  of 
cish  payments  necessary,  seem  to  us  to  have  originated  almost 
exclusively  in  domestic  alarm,— a  circumstance  which  has  aU 
Ways  occasioned  distress  to  the  bank,  and  which,  from  the  nature 
of  |ts  operation,  is  perfectly  adequate  to  produce  that  effect. 
After  this  alarm  had  Fairly  subsided,  We  do  not  see  why  the  re- 
striction rrtight  hot  have  t>?6n  taken  o&  On  this  subject,  how* 
ever,  we  must  express  Unfeigned  diffidence^  as  we  are  sensible 
that  a  vetfy  n\iriute  acquaintance  With  ftqts  would  be  necessary  td 
form  a  decided  opinion. 

The  remainder  of  Mr  WheaHers  peirfdrmance  relates  chiefly 
to  the  depreciation  of  money*  The  mode  in  which  he  conduct^ 
this  inquiry  is  peculiarly  exceptionable  J  but  we  have  already  very 
fully  stated  our  objection?  to  this  part  of*  his  work.  He  con* 
founds  a  general  degradation  in  the  valiie  of  gold  and  silver  with 
the  debasement  of  the  Coin  in  a  particular  country.  Dr  Smith  was 
of  opinion,  that  the  value  of  gold  and  silver  Was  rather  rising; 
than  sinking  during  the  greater  part  of  the  last  centiiry  j  and,  u\ 
confirmation. of  this  opinion,  he  shows  that  the  average  prices  o£ 
grain  had  rather  declined  during  that  time*  tt  has  been  suppos- 
ed, however,  that,  since  the  publication  of  Dr  Smith's  Workr  th* 
Value  of  gold  and  silyet  had  bee*n  falling,  owiftg  to  the  increase*! 
issues  of  paper  which  have  taken  place  throughbiit  Europe;  As 
the  subject  is  important,  tfe  shall  lay  before  our  readers  a  short 
statement  of  the  arguments  by  which  this  opinion  U  supported. 

The  price'  of  gold  and  silvet*,  like  that  of  all  other  commodi- 
ties, must  depend  on  the  f  elation  which  subsists  between  the  sup-* 
gy  and  the  demand.  SinC$  the  discovery  of  the  American  mines* 
r  Smith  had  shown,  that  the  demand  for  th^  precious  metals" 
must  have  been  constantly  increasing,  in  ffopprtion  t<5  the  in- 
creasing improvement  and  opulence  of  mankinds  This  mcreas- 
ing  demand,  he  imagines,  may  have  in  dome  degree  prevented 
the  great  increase  in  the  supply,  derived  from  the  American  mines* 
from  lotoering  the  value  of  gold  and  silver  &6  much  as  it  other- 
wise would  hatf  e  done.  In  stating  this  atgiihieht,'  we  do  not 
think  that  l)r.  Smith  seems  sufficiently  aware  of  one  circumstance* 
namely,'  lhat  the  invention  and  more  extended  USe  of  paper  cur- 
rency, by  substituting  a  cheaper  and  more  coriveriieht  irfstrument 
of  commerce  in  place  of  specie,  has  served  gr&atly'to  diminish' 
that  increased  deniahd  for  the  pre'cioirt  metals,  which  the.  advan- 
cing itaprovemeht  of  the  World  would  have  bccasibried.  Hact 
the  commerce  of  ihankind  been  exclusively'  cartied  oxl  by  means 
6f  a  metallic1  currency,  the  market  for  the  precious  metals  must 
have  been  greatly  enlarged  in  thfe  -progress  afid  general  difftslori 
r  rcfc.x.  no.  80*  U  •! 
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of  opulence.  But  since  this  expedient  has  been  fallen  ujwn,  t 
mine  is  opened,  from  which  an  inexhaustible  supply  of  currency 
may  be  derived  j  and  when  an  extension  of  commerce  require! 
an  accession  to  the  circulating  medium,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
cheaper  will  be  preferred  to  the  more  expensive  species  of  car- 
rency*  Not  only,  however,  has  no  addition  been  made  to  tip 
quantity  of  specie  actually  circulating  in  Europe,  but,  in  some 
countries,  it  seems  to  have  been  almost  wholly  supplanted  by  the 

?se  of  paper.  In  Britain,  the  gold  currency  was  supposed,  in 
774,  the  time  when  it  was  called  in  and  recoined,  to  amount  to 
twenty-seven  millions ;  and  at  present  it  would  be  estimated 
much  too  high  at  three  millions.  By  the  extension  of  paper  cur* 
rency,  therefore,  in  Britain,  twenty-tour  millions  of  guineas  must 
have  been  thrown  into  the  general,  market  of  Europe  ;  and  if  we 
can  suppose  that  any  thing  like  a  similar  change  has  taken  place 
in  other  countries,  a  vast  quantity  of  specie  must  have  been  thrown 
out  of  circulation,  into  which  it  will  not  be  received  except  at  a 
diminished  value.  The  effect  must  be  the  same  as  if  the  curreiw 
cy  of  Europe  had  been  increased,  without  any  corresponding  in- 
crease in  the  demands  of  its  commerce. 

The  general  argument  on  this  subject  is  considerably  strength- 
ened by  a  reference  to  the  prices  of  grain,  which  have  evidently 
risen  considerably  during  the  course  of  the  last  century.  The 
year  1 740  is  represented  %&  a  year  of  extraordinary  scarcity.  The 
price  of  the  quarter  of  wheat  did  not  however  rise  higher  than 
81.  10s.  8d.,  which  would  now  be  considered  as  a  low  price. 
At  present,  indeed,  when  the  market  is  overstocked  with  grain* 
and  prices  have  fallen  very  low,  21.  7s.  seems  to  be  the  lowest 
price  of  the  quarter  of  wheat  in  the  London  market ;  and  in  the 
two  scarce  years  of  1799  and  1800,  it  was  sometimes  as  high  as 
71.  This  evident  rise  in  the  money  price  of  corn,  does  not 
seem  easily  accounted  for,,  except  on  the  supposition  that  the 
talue  of  gold  and  silver  is  fallen  in  the  European  market.  And 
if  this  is.  the  case,  we  imagine  it  can  only  be  ascribed  to  the  pre- 
ponderance of  paper  in  the  currencies  of  Europe. 

But  whatever  mav  be  our  opinion  upon  these  points,  we  are 
decidedly  against  all  those  violent  remedies  which  Mr  Wheatley 
proposes  ;  and  we  are  convinced,  that  the  more  fully  the  internal 
economy  of  society  is  explained  and  understood,  it  will  alwars 
appear  to  stand  less  in  need  of  external  aid  for  the  accompli**" 
*ient  of  all  its  necessary  ends*  The  injurious  consequence! 
trhich  arise  from  all  variations  in  the  value  of  gold  and  siJf«t 
ye  too  obvious  to  require  explanation.  But  the  evil  must  be 
left  to  cttfe  itaelf  i  and  the  apprehensions  of  Mr  Wheatley,  dot 
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there  is  no  limit  to  the  degradation  of  dje  value  of  the  precious 
metal*,  are  completely  chimerical.  By  requiring  a  smaller  quan- 
tity for  coin,  a  smaller  quantity  will  indeed  be  annually  consum- 
ed ;  the  produce  will  thu$  be  superior  to  the  consumption ;  and 
the  mass  of  gold  and  $illw  will  be  annually  increasing.  But  thi 
Amkitttipn  of  their  v«iue>  whkh  will  be  die  consequence  of 
their  gradual  mcrtease ,:  wiU  lead  to  a  less  sparing  use  of  thorn  for 
other  purposes :  and  the,  (consumption  and  the  produce  will  thus 
be  gradually  equalised  >  their  further  increase  will  be  stopped  j 
arid  their  price  will  consequently  be  prevented  from  falling  low- 
er. If  the  preceding  reasonings  be  weil~foun4ed»  the  produce 
of  the  American  mines  must  have  been  for  some  time  superior  tp 
tke  general  fate  of  consumption  throughout  the  world.  Whfit 
titer  this  is  the  case  at  present,  it  wouhj  no  doubt  be  very  diffi* 
cult  to  determine.  But  we  cannot  doubt  that  the  rate  of  pro- 
duce and  consumption  will  ultimately  be  very  accurately  adjust? 
ed.  Qn  considering  the  process,  however,  by  which  tnis  must 
be  brought  about,  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  value  of  gold  and 
stiver  will  alternately  fluctuate  for  some  time,  both  above  and  be- 
low that  point  at  which  it  will  finally  remain  fixed. 

On  the  whole,  we  think  Mr  Wheatley's  quarto  considerably 
worse  than  his  octavo.  The  wisest  thing  he  could  do,  perhaps, 
would  be  to  forswear  the  subject  altogether  5  but  if  he  be  smitten 
with  an  indestructible  love  of  economical  speculations,  we  would 
exhort  him  to  spend  a  little  more  time  in  learning,  before  he  sets 
up  for  a  teacher ;  and  to  make  one  vigorous  attempt  to  under- 
stand the.  reasonings  of  his  predecessors,  before  he  gives  him- 
self die  trouble  of  pointing  out  their  mistakes.  ~ 


A*T.  IV.  Historical  Apology  for  the  Irish  Catholics.  By  Wil- 
liam Paraell,  Esquire,  tfvo.  pp.  147.  Fkzpatrick,  Dublin. 
1807. 

Tf  ever  a  nation  exhibited  symptoms  of  downright  madness,  or 
**  utter  stupidity,  we  conceive  these  symptorrls  may  be  easily  re* 
cognized  in  the*  conduct  of  this  country  upon  the  Catholic  ques- 
tion* A  man  has  a  wound  in  his  great  toe,  and  a  violent  and  pe- 
rilous fever  at  the  same  time  $  and  he  refuses  to  take  the  medi- 
cines for  the  fever,  because  it  will  disconcert  his  toe  I  The 
mournful  and  folly-stricken  blockhead  forgets  that  his  toe  cannot 
survive  him  ;— that  if  he  dies,  there  can  be  no  digital  life  apart 
from  him ;  yet  he  lingers  and  fondles  over  this  last  part  of  his 
body,  soothing  it  madly  with  little  plasters,  and  anile  fomenta- 
tions, while  the  neglected  fever  rages  in  his  entrails,  and  burns 
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iway  Ms  wholfe  life,'  'IF  tJfe  comparatively  little  questions  of 
Establishment  are^alltSfet  this  country  is  capable  Of  discussing  or 
regarding,  for  Go<Fs*  take  let  us  r*memb*r,  that  the  foreign  toiii 
tfuest,  which  destroys  aH^  destroys  this  beloved  toe  also.  Pass 
Over  freedom,  industry- and  science— ^and  look  upon  this  great 
etfipfre,  by  which  we  a*e  about  to  be  swoitawed  tp,  only  as  it  at 
fectif  ftc  minner  of  collecting  ciflies,  aiuto£  teadhig  the  liturgy^ 
atill,  if  all'  goes',  fh&se  muse  go  too^  arte*  eve»,  for  their  interns, 
it  i3~worth  while  to  conciliate  Ireland/ to  Witt  the  hostility*^ 
to*  employ  ih&  strength  of -thfe  GathfcMc  population.  Vff  j>lead  the 
question  as  Ae^ihcerest  fronds  to  the  Establishment  7 — as  wishing 
to  it  all  the  prosperity  and  duration  i*s  warmest  advocate*  can ;de- 
sire-^— but  rementtbenng  always,  what  these  advocate*  seem  to 
forget!,  that  the  Ests&Kshrrrtnt  cannot  be  threatened  by  any 
danfeef  so>  great  as  the  perdition  of  the*  kingdom  in  which  it  is 
established; 

1  We1  are  tfufy'glad  #o*  agrefe  s*  entirely  with  Mr  Pamell  upon 
this  great  question ;  we  admire  his  way  of  thinking  j  and  most  cor* 
dially  recommend  his  work  to  the  attention  of  the  public.  Tht 
general  conclusion  which  he  attempts  to  prove  is  this,  that  re- 
ligious sentiment,  however  pferverted  by  bigotry  or  fanaticism, 
has  always  a  tetfdencff  to  moderation  *  that  it  seldom  assumes  any 
great  portion  of  activity  or  enthusiasm,  except  from  novelty  of 
opinion,  or  from  opposition-,  contumely  and  persecution  wnen 
novelty  ceases  ;  that  a  gesverrohent  has  little  to  fear  from  any  re- 
ligious sect*  except  while  that  sect  is  new.  Give  a  government 
only  time,  and,  provided  it  has  the  good  sense  to  treat  folly  with 
forbearance,  it  must  ultimately  prevail.  When,  therefore,  a  sect 
is  found,  after  a  lapse  of  years,  to  be  ill-disposed  to  the  govern- 
ment, we  may  be  certain  that  government  has  widened  its  sepa- 
ration by  marked  distinctions,  roused  its  resentment  by  contumely 
or  supported  its  enthusiasm  by  persecution.- 

The  particular  conclusion  Mr  Parnell  attempts  to  pfove  is, 
that  the  Catholic  religion  in  Ireland  had  sunk  into  torpor  and  in- 
activity, till  Government  roused  it  with  the  hsh*:'  tftat  eventhei, 
from  the  respect  and  attachment  which  men  are  always  inclined 
to  show  towards  government,  tfhere  stiH  remained  a  large  body  of 
loyal  Catholics :  that  fhese  only  decreased  in  number  from  thfe 
'  rapid  increase  of  persecution  5   and  that,  after  all,  the  effects 
which  the  resentment  of  the  Roman  Catholics  had  in  creating  re- 
bellions, has  been  Very  much  exaggerated. 
;     In  support  of  these  two  conclusions,  Mr  Parnell  takes  a  survey 
of  the  history  of  Ireland,  from  the  Conquest  under  ifenry,  to  thfe 
rebellion  under  Charles  the  First,  passing  very  rapidly  *ver  the 
period  whfeh^reecded  fee  Reformation,  ami  dwelling  prin«i!&% 
*  •  •  *  4  «  upon 
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upon  Ae  various  rebellions  which  broke  out  in  Ireland  between 
did  Reformation!  and  the  grand  rebellion  in  the  reign  of  Charley 
the  First*  The  celebrated  conquest  of  Ireland  by  Henry  the  Se^ 
eond,  extended  only  to  a  very  few  counties  in  Leinster ;  nine 
tenths  of  the  whole  kingdom  were  left,  as  he  found  them,  under 
the  dominion  of  their  native  princes.  The  influence  of  example 
Was  as  strong  in  this,  as  in  most  other  instances ;  and  great  num- 
bers of  the  English  settlers  who  came  over  under  various  adven- 
turers, resigned  their  .pretensions  to  superior  oivilization,  cast  off 
their  lower  garments,  and  lapsed  into  the  nudity  and  barbarism  of 
the  Irish.  The  limit  Which  divided  the  possessions  of  the  English 
settler  from  those  of  the  native  Irtish,  was  called  the  pale ;  and  the 
expressions  of  inhahij^^w^J"  tht  p*ie,  and  wit/tout  t/se  palc% 
were  the  terms  by  whiqh  the-  two  nations  yrer*  distinguished*  It 
is  almost  superfluous  to^tate,  that  the  most  bloody  and  pernicious 
warfare,  was  carried  on  upon  the  borders-^sometimes  for  some* 
thiag-rwmetimes  for  nothing  \  most  commonly  for  cows.  The 
Irish,  over  wham  the  sovereigns  of  England  affected  a  sort  of  no- 
nunal  dominion,  were  ^entirely  governed  by  their  6wn  laws  ;  and 
so  very  little  connexion  liad  they  with  the  justice  of  the  invading 
country,  that  it  was  as  lawful  to  kiH  an  Irishman,  as  it  was*  tb  kin 
a  badger  or  a  fox.  The  instances  are  innumerable,  where  the  de-» 
fenSant  ha«  pleaded  that  the  deceased  was  an  Irishman,  and  that 
therefore  defendant  Tiad  a  right  to  "kill  him,;— and,  upon  the  jroof 
■pf  Hibemicism,  acquittal  followed  of  course. 
•  When  the  English  army  mustered  in  any  gresit  strength,  tfie 
Irish  chieftains  would  do  exterior  homage  to  the  English  Crown  \ 
and  they  very  frequently,  by  this  artifice,  ayerted  fjrora  their  coun- 
try the  miseries  of  invasion  ;  but  they  remained  completely  un* 
subdued,  till  the  rebellion  which  took  place  in  the  reign'  of 
Qiieen  Elizabeth,  of  which  that  politic  woman  availed  beraelf  to 
the  jcomplete  subjugation  of  Ireland.  In  speaking  of  the  Irish  a# 
bout  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  or  James  the5  Firsts  we  must  not 
draw  our  comparisons  from  England,  but  from.  New  Zealand  ; 
|h«y  were  not  civilized  men,  but  savages;  and,  if  wef*ea$oil 
tboufcthtir  conduct,  we  must  reason  of  them  as  savages.  : 

*  After  Heading  every  account  of  Irifc  hiftory, '  (fay*  Mr  Parneir) 
4  •ne  great  perplexity  appears  to  remain:  How  does  it  happen,  that 
frvmtbe  fidt  ioVafiod  of  the  English  till  the  reign  of  James  I.,  Ireland 
feem*  not  to  have  made  the  fmalleft  progrefs  in  civilization  or  wealth  ? 

4  Thai:  it  was  divided  *  into  a  number  of  fmall  principalities,  which 
waged  con&ant  war  on  each  other ;  or  that  the  appointment  of  the 
chieftain*  was  ele&ive,  do  not  appear  fufBcient  reafons,  rlthough  theft 
*e  the  only  ones  affigned  by  thofe  who  have  been  at  Jfcte  trouble  of 
coiifidenng  the  fubjeft :  neither  are  the  confifcations  of  property  quite 
Sufficient  to  account  for  the  effe&.  There  have  been  great  confifcations 
1  U  3  in 
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m  other  countriet,  and  ftill  they  have  Sourifbed;  the  petty  ftatea  of 
Greece  were  quite  analogous  to  the  chiefriet  (at  they  were  caUed)  m 
Ireland  }  and  yet  they  feeraed  to  nouriih  almoft  in  proportion  to  theit 
difTenfions,  Poland  felt  (he  bad  effects  of  an  ele&ive  monarchy  more 
than  any  other  country ;  and  yet,  in  point  of  civilization,  it  maintained 
a.  very  refpeclable  rank  among  the  nations  of  Europe ;  but  Ireland, 
never,  for  an  inftant,  made  any  progrefe  in  improvement  till  the  reig* 
of  James  Jr 

<  It  is  fcarcely  credible,  that  in  a  climate  like  that  of  Ireland,  and 
jtt  a  period  fo  far  advanced  in  civilization  as  the  end  of  Elizabeth's 
reign,  the  greater  part  of  the  natives  mould  go  naked.  Yet  this  is 
rendered  certain  by  the  tefthnony  of  an  eye-witnefs,  Fyuea  Mdryfoo. 
"  In  the  remote  parts,  he  fays,  where  the  Englifh  laws  and  manners 
ore  unknown,  the  very  chief  of  the  Mm,  as  well  men  as  women,  go 
naked  in  the  winter  time,  only  having  tfoir  privy  ports  covered  with  a 
rag  of  Knen?  and  their  bodies  with  a  loofe  mantle.  This  I  fpeak  of 
sny  own  experience ;  yet  remember  that  a  Bohemian  Barcm,  coming  out 
of  Scotland  to  us  by  the  north  parts  of  the  wild  Irifli,  told  mo  »  greof 
ettrneftne&r  that  he,  coming  to  the  boufe  of  Q'Kane,  a  gstot  lord 
amongft  them*  was  met  at  the  door  by  ftxteen  women  aH  nalfeed*  «*■ 
cepting  their  loofe  mantles,  whereof  eight  or  tea  were  very  fair  ;  with 
which  ftrange  fight  his  eyes  being  dazzled,  they  led  him  into  the  aooie, 
and  then  fitting  down  by  the  fire  with  crofted  legs,  like  tailors,  and  fo 
low  as  could  not  but  offend  chafte  eyes,  defired  nim  to  fit  down  with 
them,  Soon  after  O'Kane,  the  lord  of  the  country,  came  in  all  naked, 
except  a  loofe  mantle  and  (hoes,  which  he  put  off  as  foon  as  he  came 
in.;  and  entertaining  the  Baron  after  his  best  manner  in  the  Latin 
tongue,  defired  him  to  put  off  his  apparel,  which  he  thought  to  be  a 
burden  to  him,  and  to  fit  naked. 

41  T°  conclude,  men  and  women  at  night  going  to  fleep.  lye  thu| 
naked  in  a  round  circle  about  the  fire,  with  their  feet  towards  it.  They 
fold  their  heads  and  their  upper  parts  in  woollen  mantles,  ftrfr  ftee^eq 
in  water  to  keep  them  warm  j  for  they  (ay,  <  that  woollen  doth,  wetted* 
preform  heat,  (as  linen,  wetted,  preserves  cold],  when  the  fmoke  or 
their  bodies  has  wanned  the  woollen  cloth.  " 

4  The  caufe  of  this  extreme  poverty,  and  of  its  long  continuance,  we 
fnuft  conclude,  arofe  from  the  peculiar  laws  of  pBoperty,  which  were  tri 
force  under  the  Irifh  dynafties.  Thefe  laws. have  been  defcribed  bf 
ipoft  writers  as  fimiiar  to  the  KentWb  euftora  of  gavelkind  f  asd  indeed 

!o  little  attention  was  paid  to  the  Abject*  that  were  it  not  for  the  re- 
earches  of  Sir  J.  Davis,  the  knowledge  of  this.  Angular  ufagt  wooU 
lave  been  entirely  loft. 

*  The  Brchon  Jaw  of  property,  he  tells  us,  via*  fimiiar  tor  the  coftbm 
(as  the  Englifh  lawyers  term  it)  of  hodge  podge*  When  any  one  of 
the  fept  died,  his  lands  did  not  defcend  to  his  fona,  but  wemdiwded 
among  the  wfcole  fept j  and,  for  thispurpofe,  the  chief  of  the  fept  made 
%  new  divifion  of  the  wfcole  lands  belonging  to  the  fept,  and  gave  every 
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his  part*  according  to  feniority.  So  that  no  man  had  a  property 
"which  could  Jefcend  to  his  children  ;  and  even  during  bis  own  life,  h\i 
pofleffton  of  any  particular  fpot  was  quite  uncertain,  being  liable  to  be* 
conftantly  (huffled  and  changed  by  new  partitions.  The  confequence  of 
this  was,  that  there  was  not  a  houfe  of  brick  or  ftone  among  the  Irifti, 
down  to  the  feign  of  Henry  VII. ;  hot  even  a  garden  or  orchard,  of 
weB  fenced  t>r  improved  field,  neither  village  or  town,  or  in  any  refpeft 
the  leaft  provifion  for  pofterity.  This  monftrous  cuftom,  fo  oppofite 
to  the  natural  feelings  of  mankind,  was  probably  perpetuated  by  the 
policy  of  the  chiefs.  In  the  firft  pkce,  the  power  of  partitioning  be- 
ing lodged  in  their  hands,  made  them  the  naoft  ahfolnte  of  tyrants,  be* 
fog  the  difpenfiers  of  their  property,  as  well  as  of  the  liberty  of  their 
fnhjrfts.  In  the  (econd  place,  it  hid  the  appearance  of  adding  to  the 
■snnberof  their  lavage  armies  ;  for,  where  tkre  was  no  improvement 
or  tillage,  war  was  purfned  as  an  occupation. 

«  In  the  early  hiftorj  of  Ireland,  we  find  feveral  inftances  of  chief* 
tains  difcountsnancwg  tillage  ;  and,  fo  late  as  Elizabeth's  reign,  Mory* 
ion  fays,  that  "  Sir  Neal  Carve  reftrained  hit  people  from  ploughing, 
that  they  might  affift  him  to  do  any  mifchief. **  p.  98 — 102. 
.  These  quotations  and  observations  will  enable  us  to  state  a  few 
plain  facts  for  the  recollection  of  our  English  readers.  1st.  Ire-* 
land  was  never  subdued  till  the  rebellion  in  the  reign  of  Queen 
Elizabeth.  2d>  For  four  hundred  years  before  that  period,  the 
two  nations  bad  been  almost  constantly  at  war ;  and,  in  conse*. 
ouence  of  this,  a  deep  and  irreconcileabie  hatred  existed  between 
toe  people  within  and  without  the  pale.  &/,  The  Irish,  at  the 
accession  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  were  unquestionably  the  most 
barbarous  people  in  Europe.    So  much  for  what  had  happened 

Evious  to  the  reign  of  Queen  Elizabeth  :  and  let  any  man,  who 
the  most  superficial  knowledge  of  human  affairs,  determine, 
whether  national  hatred,  proceeding  from  such  powerful  causes, 
could  possibly  have  been  kejft  under  by  the  defeat  of  one  single 
rebellion ;  whether  it  would  not  have  been  easy  to  have  foreseen. 
at  that  period,  that  a  proud,  brave,  half  savage  people,  would 
cherish  the  memory  of  their  wrongs  for  centuries  to  come,  and 
kreak  forth  into  arms  at  every  period  when  they  were  particu* 
ferly  exasperated  by  oppression,  or  invited  by  opportunity.  I| 
the  Protestant  religion  had  spread  in  Ireland  as  u  did  in  Engy 
land  *  and  if  there  never  had  been  any  difference  of  faith  be* 
twften  the  two  countries, — can  k  be  believed  that  the  Irish. 
jll  treated,  and  infamously  governed  as  they  have  been,  would 
never  have  made  any  efforts  to  shake  off  the  yoke  of  England  ? 
Surely  there  are  causes  enough  to  account  for  their  impatience 
of  that  yoke,  without  endeavouring  to  inflame  the  zeal  of  ig* 
norant  people  against  the  Catholic  religion,  and  to  make  that 
sjaode  of  faith  responsible  for  all  the  butchery  which  the  Irish  and 

U*  *    £nglifh, 
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English,  for  these  lasttwo  penturie$,  have  exercised  upon  each 
ether.  Every  body,  of  course,  must  a4mit,  that  if  to  the  causes 
of  hatred  already  specified,  there  t>e  added  the  additional  cause 
of  religion  distinction,  this  last  will  give  greater  force  (and  what 
is  of  inore  consequence  to  observe,  give  a  nam)  to  tjie  whole 
aggregate  motive.  But  what  Mr  Parnel|  contends  for  is,  an4 
iclearly  and  decisively  proves  is,  th^t  many  of  those  ^nguinary 
scenes  attributed  to  the  Catholip  religion,  are  to  be  partly  imputr 
ed  to  causes  totally  disconnected  from  religion.;  that  the  unjust 
invasion,  and  the  tyrannical,  infamous  policy  of  the  English,  arc 
to  take  their  full  share  of  blame  with  the  sophisms  and  plots  of 
Catholic  priests.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth,  Mr  ParneU 
shows,  that  feudal  submission  was  readily-paid  to  him  by  all  the 
Irish  chiefs  j  that  the  reformation  was  received  without  the 
slightest  opposition ;  and  that  the  troubles  which  took  place"  at 
that  period  in  Ireland,  are  to  be  entirely  attributed  to  the:  ambi- 
tion and  injustice  of  $f  enry.  In  the  reijjn  of  Queen  Mary,  there 
was  no  tfecrimination  up6n  the  Protestants ; — a  striking  proof,  that 
the  bigotry  of  the  Catnblic' religion  had  not,  at  that  peiod,  risen 
to  any  great  height  in  Ireland.  The  insurrections  of  the  various 
Irish  princes  were  as  numerous  during  this  reign  as  they  had 
been  in  tKe  two  preceding  reigns  j  a  circumstance  rather  difficult 
of  explanation,  u,  as'  is  commonly  believed,  the  Catholic  reli- 
gion was  at  that  period  the  main  spring  of  men*s  actions. 

In  the!  reign  bt  Elizabeth*  the  Catholic  in  the  p?le  regularly 
fouglit  against  tKe  Catholic  out  of  the  j>ale:    O'Sullivan,  a  bigot- 


folly  for  helping  the  hefetic.  *  TheEnglis 
Government 'were  so  sensible  of  the  loyalty  of  the  Irish  English 
^Catholics,  that  they  entrusted  them  with  the  most  confidential 
services.  iTie  Earl  oif  Kildare  was  the  principal  instrument  in 
wagitjg  war  against  the  cfiieftainsr  of  Lei*  afid  Ofiy.  '"Wiffianj 
O'fiourge',  another  Catholic,  was  created  Lord  Castle  Connel  for 
liis  eminent:  Services  ;  and  MacGullay  Barfick,  a  priest,  Was  the 
itate  spy-  We  presume  that 'this  wise  ^nd  tnanh  conduct  of 
Queen  Elizabeth  was  utterly' unknown  both  to  the  Pastry-cook 
}md  the  Secretary  of  State,  who  have  published  upon  the  dangers 
of  employing  Catholics  even  against1  foreign  enemies ;  and  in 
those  publications  have  said  a  great  deal  about  the  wisdom  of  our 
ancestor^— -the  usual  topic  whenever  the  folly  of  their  descendants 
i$  to  be  defended^  To  whatever  other  of  our  ancestors  they  may 
frilude^  they  may  spare  all  compliments  to  this  illustrious  Pnhcessi 
^ho  would  certainly  have  kept  the  worthy  Confectioner  to  ti$ 
%  f.v^i  ;  u...  t  ~  composition^* 
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composition  of  tarts,  and  most  probably  furnished  hiAi  with  the 
productions  of  the  Right  Honourable  Secretary,  as  the  means  of 
conveying  those  juicy  delicacies  to  an  hungry  and  discerning 
public.  '. 

In  the  next  two  reigns,  Mr  Parnell  shows  by  what  injudicious 
measures  of  the  English  Government  the  spirit  of  OatnoKc  op- 
position was  gradually  formed  ;  for,,  that  it  did  produce  powerful 
effects  at  a  subsequent  period,  he  does  not  deny 5  but  contends  on- 
ly, (as  we  have  before  stated),  that  these  effects  have  been  much 
overrated,  and  ascribed  solely  to  the  Catholic  religion,  when  other 
causes  have  at  least  had  an  equal  agency  in  bringing  theni  about. 
He  concludes  with  some  general  remarks  on  .the  dreadful  state  of 
Ireland,  and  the  contemptible  folly  and  bigotry  of  the  English  5  • 
remarks  full  of  truth,  of  good  sense,  and  of  political  courage; 
How  melancholy. to  reflect,  that  there  would  be  atiil  some  chancy 
of  saving  England  from  the  general  wreck  of  empires,  but  that  it 
may  not  be  saved,  because  one  politician  will  k>S*  two  thousand 
a  year  by  it,  and  another  three  thousand,  a  third  a  place  in  rever- 
sion, and  a  fourth'  a  pension  for  his  aunt  \  Alas  !  these  are  the 
powerful  causes  which  have  always  settled  the  destiny  of  great, 
kingdoms,  and  which  may  level  Old  England,  with  all  its  boasted 
freedom,  and  Btiasted  wisdom,  to  the  dust.  Nor  is  if  the  least  sin- 
gular among  the  political  pheo^meiia  of  tfie  present  flay,  that  the 
sole  consideration  which  seems  to  influence  the^  unbigotted  part 
of  the  English^  people,  in  this  peat  question  of'  Ireland,  is  a  re-! 
jgard  for  the  personal  feelings  of  the  Monarch,  itothihg  is  said 
or  thought  ot  the  enormous  risk  to  which  Ireland  is  exposed,— 
nothing  of  tHe  gross  injustice  with  which  .die  Catholics  are  treat- 
id, — nothing  of  the  lucrative  apostasy  of  those  fr6m  whom  they 
experience  wis  treatment ;  but  die  only  concern  by  which  we  alt 
seem  to  be  agitated  is,  that  the  King  must  not  be  .vexed  in  hi* 
Old  age.  We  havie  a  great  respect  for  the  King ;  and  wish  him 
all  the  happiness  compatible  :with  the  happiness  of  his  peopHet 
but  these  are  not  times  to  pay  foolish  compliments  to  Kings,  or 
the  sons  of  Kings,  or  to  any  body  else :  this  Journal  has  always 
preserved  its  character  for  courage  and  honesty,  and  it  shall  do  so 
to  the  last.  If  the  people  of  this  country  are  sblfely  occupied  in 
considering  what  is  personally  Agreeable  to  the  King,  without  consi- 
dering what  is  for  his  permanent  good,  and  for  the  safety  of  his  d«w 
ininions ;  if  all  public  men,  quitting  the  common  vulgar^  scramble 
for  emolument,  do  not  concur  in  conciliating  the  people  of  Ire*; 
land $  if  the  unfounded  alarms,  and  the  comparatively  trifling 

interest* 

•  It  would  be  as  well,  infttutt,  to  fcy  «9  monsof  the  relation  <>f 
Jfre  edia  of  Naats. 
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interest**  of  the  clergy,  a*e  to  supersede  the  great  question  of 
freedom  or  slavery,  it  does  appear  to  us  quite  impossible  that 
90  mean  and  so  foolisjx  a  people  can  escape  that  destruction 
which  is  ready  to  burst  upon  them  ; — a  destruction  so  immi- 
nent, that  k  can  only  be  averted  by  arming  all  in  our  defence 
who  would  evidently  be  sharers  in  our  rum*  and  by  such  a 
fhange  of  system  as  may  save  us  from  the  hazard  of  being 
ruiued  by  the  ignorance  and  cowardice  of  any  general,  by  the 
bigotry  or  the  ambition  of  any  minister,  or  by  the  well-meaning 
scruples  of  any  human  being,  let  his  dignity  be  what  it  may, 
"Jfhese  minor  and  domestic  dangers  we  must  endeavour  firmfy 
and  temperately  to  avert  as  we  best  can  ->  but,  at  all  hazards, 
we  must  keep  oat  the  destroyer  from  among  u*,  or  perish  like 
wise  apd  brave  met  in  the  attempt* 


jAmT-V*  Car§K  i  Lkmr  Specks  PUttfarum,  exIubeuUj  Phmtas  rite 
agokasp  ad  Genera  relatas  cum  difornit'dws  Spcifociiy  nmmmbue 
trivial&uS)  jynottimif  uiertii,  Ucu  natalihu,  secundum  System* 
Sexual*  Ogejfcs,  editie  quvrta^  post  Reichardiatnam  quint a9  adpctu 
vegefubiliiw  hwwsqus  eognku,  cutante  Conk  Ludovic*  WUU&tuw* 

-  Betahni  impensis  G.  C.  Nank,  1797,  already  published  3  vol 
8*o*  in  7  paits>  and  part  of  the  *tlu    pp.  5^>46» 

The  former  of  these  works  cannot  fail  to  be  an  acceptable  pre* 
sent  to  all  proficients  in  botany,  on  account  of  its  containing 
so  many  of  the  plants,  lately  discovered,  arranged  according  to  a 
system  with  which  they  have  been  long  familiar..  The  latter,  as 
*a  introduction  to  botanical  studies,  forms  an  useful  manual  for 
thpse  who  ate  desirous  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  t^e  vegetable 
kingdom.     .  ,  *       r 

[Hie  Speqies  Plantarom,  which  began  to  be  jmbfished'in  1797, 
i^  not  yet  complete  *  but  the  eight  .parts  which  have  come  into 
ear,  hands,  reaching  the  .length  of  tim»  class  Moncecia  inclusive, 
?te  sufficient  to  enable,  us  to  form 'an  opinion, of  the  merits  of 
the  work. 

it  contain*  not  only  the  plants  described  by  Linnaeus,  (as  the 
title  u9Aorts)t  but  likewise  such  of  those  discovered  since  the 
death  0/ that  eminent  naturalist,  as  Mr  Willdenow  has  been  able, 
on  good  grouads,  to  reduce  to  their  proper  place,  in  the  Linnxan 
system,  ... 

If  the  utility  of  botanical  studies  be  at  alf  granted,  the  advan- 
tage of  a  systematic  arrangement  of  vegetables  will  be  readily 
admitted.  It-is  true,  that  .the  greatest  .part  .of  those  who  a& 
employed  ia  cukiratinf,.  t%&  ao&..iDty  go  09  from  yea*  to  year, 

1  .  raibk^ 
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raising  their  wheat,  clover,  -and  potatoes,  without  troubling 
their  heads  about  the  class  or  order,  the  genus  or  species,  t? 
which  their  crops  may  be  referred.  Many  medical  practitioners 
also  may  be  usefully  employed  during  a  long  life,  in  administer- 
ing opium,  rhubarb,  and  senna,  provided  they  know  the  proper 
doses  of  each,  and  the  cases  in  which  they  ought  to  be  employed* 
without  knowing,  or  caring  to  know,  that  one  is  the  inspissated 
juice  of  the  Papaver  sommferum%  and  the  other  the  root  of  the 
Rheum  palmatum.  It  is  true,  in  like  manner,  that  many  artists 
are  indebted  to  different  machines,  the  mechanism  of  which  they 
do  not  understand*  Thousands  make  use  of  clocks  and  watcbe% 
who  know  nothing  about  pendulums  or  escapements,  and  who 
would  be  very  much  disposed  to  laugh  at  those  who  trouble 
themselves  about  such  matters.  But  in  spite  of  all  this,  there  ate 
some  very  good  sort  of  people  in  the  world,  who  think  there 
may  be  some  use  in  the  study  of  botany  and  mechanics. 

Though  agriculture  and  medicine,  the  two  professions  which 
are  usually  thought  to  derive  most  benefit  from  the  knowledge  of 
botany,  may  be  prosecuted  without  any  acquaintance  with  metho- 
dical arrangement,  yet,  he  who  thinks  of  making  improvements 
in  either,  by  introducing,  into  cultivation  or  practice,  vegetables 
which  hare  not  formerly  been  attended  to,  or  which  may  have 
been  successfully  cultivated  or  employed  by  others  at  a  distance, 
would  wish,  in  the  one  case,  to  be  able  to  point  out  the  species 
on  which  he  had  made  his  experiments,  and  in  the  other,  to  ascei* 
tain  the  particular  plant,  the  cultivation  or  use  of  which  he  was 
ambitious  of  introducing.  But  besides  all  those  to  whom  such 
knowledge  may  be  useful,  there  are  many  worthy  people  who 
study  botany  merely  for  amusement,  who  would  give  a  great  deal 
fot  such  a  systematic  arrangement  as  would  enable  them,  with 
facility  and  precision,  to  reduce  any  plant  to  its  genus  and  spe* 
ties. .  We  shall  take  a  short  view,  therefore,  of  what  has  been 
ione  towards  accomplishing  that  •  object,  that,  from  a  know* 
ledge  of  what  has  already  been  effected  by  the  labours  of  otherfe 
fiome  estimate  may  be  formed  of  the  obligations  th$  lovers  jof 
jbotany  l}*4in4er  to  Mr  Willdenow. 

-  The  utility  of  many  vegetables  as  articles  of  food,  frc.  the 
b&Wj  and  striking  appearance  of  others,  must  have  attracted  the 
notice  of  men  at  a  verv  early  period  j  but  until  their  virtue* 
AQ  curing  diseases  and*  Jbealing  wounds  was  discovered,  it  m 
scarcely  tt  foe  supposed,  that  any  great  anxiety  would  be  fek 
even*for  an  accurate  description  oi  thenv  This,  perhaps,  is  the 
prin^wd  reason,  wfcy,  in  alrnost,  all  those  nations  with  whoee 
jarij  hipt^y,  we  ar*  acquainted,  physicians  have  been  the  first 
pounists.  Indeed,  had  we  a  more  intimate  aoyeittteact  with 
v:  th? 
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the  history  of  the  Jews  and  Carthaginians,  we  might  hate 
said  all,  and  neither  made  an  exception  of  the  Royal  Bo- 
tanist,  who  treated  of  all  plants,  from  the  lofty  cedar  which 
adorns  Lebanon,  down  to  tne  diminutive  vegetables  which  dis- 
figure walls  ;  nor  of  the  Carthaginian  Mago,  who  wrote  twenty- 
feight  books  de  re  Rust  tea  >  which  were  thought  worthy  of  being 
transferred  to  Rome,  among  the  other  valuable  spoils  of  Car- 
thage, and  were  translated  from  the  Funic  into  the  Latin  hn» 
guage,  by  order  of  the  Senate 

While  the  number  of  ascertained  useful  vegetables  was  small, 
those  to  whom  they  were  known  would  point  them  out  to  thejr 
disciples,  who,  in  tnat  way,  would  become  acquainted  with  their 
general  appearances,  and  other  sensible  properties :  But,  when 
accidental  discoveries,  quackery,  and  intercdurse  between  neigh- 
bouring nations,  had  augmented  their  number  considerably,  the 
necessity  of  accurate  descriptions  would  become  apparent. 

Among  thfe  Greeks,  though  herbs  were  employed  as  medicines 
long  before  the  Trojan  war,   and  Cadmus  had  furnished  the 
means  of  conveying  their  discoveries  to  posterity,  yet  many  cen- 
turies elapsed  before  any  writer  appeared,  who  deserved  the 
name  of  a  botanist.   Theophrastus  tne  favourite  disciple  of  Aris- 
totle, who  succeeded  him  in  the  direction  of  the  Peripatetic 
school,  and  inherited  his  library,  is  the  first  author  whose  works 
have  reached  us,  who  obtained   that  appellation.    Pythagoras, 
Tiyppocrates,  Cratejas,  Aristotle,  and  many  others,  had  treated 
indeed  of  vegetables  before  him ;  but  their  writings  are  either 
^artlv,  or  entirely  lost,  or  contain  but  little  of  importance. 
',    Of  the  ten  books  which  Theophrastus  wrote  on  botany,  nine 
'lave  been  preserved,  containing  an  account  of  more  than  500 
^vegetables,  which  he  divides  into  trees,  shtubs,  and  herbs,  a  very 
fcuiuble  attempt  at  methodical  arrangement  5  yet,  singular  as  » 
may  appear,  this  clumsy  distribution  of  vegetables  prevailed,  even 
'among  botanists,  from  his  time*  till  near  the  end  of  the  17A 
.'Century,  and  for  some  time  cramped  the  first  dlbrts  made  to* 
'wards  establishing  a  more  perfect  arrangement.    His  descrip- 
tions, as  was  indeed  to  be  expected,  are  still  more  imperfect 
tWm  Kb  arrangement ;  for  much  more  attention  is  required  to 
detect  those  distinguishing  marks  by  which  closely  allied  gene* 
•or  sp^ciesare  to  be  discriminated,  than  to  trace  general  resent 
♦blahces.     Had  he  been  aware,  that  aH  the  trouble  he  had  taken 
"to  point  *  out  the  uses  of  the  vegetables  of  which  he  treated, 
w6uid  have  been  lost  fof  want  of  such  descriptions  as  might  etrt* 
We  his1'  readers  to  recognize  them,  he  probably  would  have  bet- 
stowed' more1  pains  on  that  subject,  and*  botany  might  hav*:  re- 
ceived mev*  eqriy*  improvement,  ..<.-*..       ■  *  t 
>                     '  The 
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The  same  inaccuracy  of  description,  and  want  of  method,  in 
arranging  vegetables,  pervaded  die  writings  of.afl  the  ancieoft 
botanical -authors,  and  rendered  their  works  obscure,  and  fee* 
quently  unintelligible.  In  reality,  little  or  no  addition  was  made 
to  botanical  knowledge  by. any  ii  them,  'except  in  the  number 
of  pfeims  they  ttimwion,  Front  *he  time  of  Theophrastus,  611  some 
lime  after  the  revival  of  learning  irt  Europe,  a  period  oJF  nearly 
2000  years.  ;  , 

c  Dioscorldes,  "who;  lived  Shout  tfie  time  when  the  Roman  em- 
pire had  neafly  arrived  ajt  its  greatest  extent,  mentions  aHout  700 
plants,  which  tik  divides'  as  articles  of  materia  medica,  into  aro- 
hiatic,  alimentary,  medicinal,  and  vinous.  *  That  industrious  com- 
piler, Caius  Plinius  Secundus,  whose  ardent  curiosity,  cost  him 
so  dpar,  in  his  Ifistoria  Mundi,  15  books*  of  which  are  occupied 
v^ith  botanical  arid  agricultural  matters,'  mentions  abotre  1000 
plants,  wijuchr  )ie  divides,  according  to  the  ancient  arrangement, 
into  trees,  shrubs,  and. herbs..  Neither  this  author,  however, 
pes  ^ny  of  his  contemporaries,  seem  to  have  considered,  botany  as 
a  bijurclr.of  natural  history,  but  merely  as  an  account  of  useful 
vegetables ;  for  he  says,  there  are  mahy  more  plants  thin  those 
he  has  mentioned,  which  grow  by  the  road  sides,  in  hedges,  and 
in  the  fields,  which  are  ot  no  use,  and  therefore  have  no  names. 
All  the  succeeding  authors  who  wrote  on  this  subject,  both  Eu- 
ropean and  Arabian,  till  about  the  beginning  of  the  16th  century, 
yjiik&  employed  ht  copying  their  predecessors,  and  in  making 
'■Commentaries  on  their  writings :  at  last,  however,  some,  tired 
\>f  studying  the  ancients,  began  to  study  nature  ;  and,  convinced 
of  the  necessity  of  methodical  arrangement,  made  several  inef- 
fectual attempts  to  arrange  the  plants  they  had  collected,  by 
means  of  their  leaves,  stems,  and  roots.  Conrad  Gesner,  a  na- 
tive of  Zurich,  about  the  middle  of  the  16th  century,  itrst  sug- 
gested the  propriety  of  arranging  vegetables,  by  means  of  their 
Howers  and  fruit,  tut  formed  no  system  of  his  own.  In  1&J2, 
Andrew  Cxsalpinus,  a  Florentine  physician,  and  professor  of 
t»otany  at  Padua,  published  an  arrangement  of  vegetables,  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  proposed  by  Gesner,  of  which,  as  the  first 
•  *hat  had  appeared  in  Europe  in  any  way  deserving  the  name  of 
systematic,  some  little  account  may  be  interesting. — He  arranged 
all  vegetables  into  fifteen  classes,  as  follows. 
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Duplid,  e 

Triplici,  e 
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Multiplied  c 
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Arbores. 
Arbortt,  oofcub  ex  aptce  letaaat    '  • 

«     ■  ■  ■■!■  bafi  fcttidk    '      *        -        •        • 

Hejcvju   i 
'Senumhwialkarib 
Peiioiipn«(blk«iiisiii»)ocMhiriVi 

<  bacca  vel  patno         -  -        4 
Pericarpiis  lolitariis  unilocularibtit  ficcit 

merabranaceis        -       -•  .      *        -5 
i '  Seminihua  duobm  nudis  •        6 

- 1  Pericarpiis  bilocularibtu,  vol  daobua  &• 
.     minum  receptaculis  7 

f  Pericarpiis  trflocularibus  vd  fcminibiu  trU 

<  bus  nudis,  radicc  non  bulbola         -         ft 
(.  Pericarpiis  trilocularibus,  radice  bulbofa      9 

e  Seminibus        -         -  -        -10 

'Seminibus  pluribus  intra  caJyeem  com- 
munem,  petalo  adfemen  fingalum  u* 
rfctt        .         -        -     '  -        if  &  ti 
9etnia4bu#  pluribus  nudis,  corolla  femtid*    ' 
buscotimutu         •        .•         *.        t$ 
_  Pericaifriisglaiibus  vci  roultifarfaim  dmfii  14 
,•        -        -        -        •         ♦         iy 
•    Thefe  ho  again  fubditided  into  47  fubdivifioufc. 

Two  circumstances  render  this  method  imperfect,  and  pre* 
vented  its  general  adoption.  First,  the  marks  of  the  chases  ate* 
taken  almost  exclusively  from  thefrvitj  secondly,  the  ancient 
division  is  in  great  part  retained,  though  a  consciousness  of  its 
defects,  .had  led  the  author  in  so  far  to  disregard  the  authority  of 
Aristotle  and  Theophrastus,  as  to  attempt  to  improve  it  by  classi- 
fying his  vegetables  under  two  divisions  only  j  shrubs  being  left 
out  altogether  as  a  division. 

After  the  lapse  of  a  century,  Dr  Morison,  a  native  of  Aber- 
deen, and  professor  of  botany  at  Oxford,  by  employing  the  parts 
of  the  flower  and  the  general  habit  of  the  plant,  in  addition  to 
those  of  the  fruit,  endeavoured  to  improve  tne  method  of  Caesa}- 
pinus,  which  had  lain  neglected  ever  since  the  death  of  its  au- 
thor. Morison  also  attempted  to  correct  the  defects  of  the  an- 
Vient  division,  by  dividing  all  vegetables  into  ligneous,  and  not- 
ligneous.  The  ligneous  he  formed  into  three  classes,  trees, 
shrubs,  and  undershrubs  :  the  not-ligneous,  1.  e.  herbs  or  grasses, 
into  fifteen.  The  subdivisions  of  which  amount  to  one  hundred 
jaxd  right. 

In  1682,  John  Ray,  a  native  of  Essex,  who  has  acquired  cele- 
brity in  other  branches  of  natural  history,  published  a  methodical 
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arrangement  of  vegetables,  founded  Oil  that  of  CseSalpinus  and^ 
Morison,  consisting  of  twenty-five  classes,  which  he  afterwards; 
improved  and  republished  in  1700.  His  improved  method  con-: 
sisted  of  thirty-three  classes,  which  is  divided  into  two  grand  di- 
visions, viz.  plants  destitute  of  buds,  /.  t.  hetbsr  \  and  plants  pro- 
ducing^ buds,  i.e.  trees.  '  Herman,  pVofessor  of- bdtahjffct  JLeyden^ 
Christopher  Knaut,  the  celebrated  Boerhaate,  and  many  others 
fprmed  systems,  by  altering  and  attempting  to  improve  those  of 
their  predecessors. 

When1  any  set  of  objects  is  too  numerous  to  be  comprehended 
by  the  mind  at  Once,  they  may,  by  means  of  marks  of  distinction 
or  resemblance,  be  divided  or  united  into  smaller  assemblages, 
which  (if  the  analytic  method  be  followed)  may  be  again  divided 
into  subdivisions,  or  orders ;  these  again  into  genera,  and  genera 
into  species  :  or,  if  the  synthetic  method  be  adopted,  species  may 
be  assembled  into  genera,  Src. 

There  are  two  Ways  of  accomplishing  this ;  the  one,  by  uniting; 
into  the  same  assemblage,  such  species  as,  from  an  agreement  in 
several  particulars,  seem  to  be  connected  by  a  close  affinity  esta- 
blished by  nature ;  the  other,  by  forming  into  arbitrary  associa- 
tions a  number  of  species  which  happen  to  agree  in  some  acci- 
dental circumstances.  The  former  is  called  natural)  the  latter 
artificial  method*  All  the  authors  of  systems  we  have  hitherto 
mentioned,  adopted  the  natural  method.  In  the  vegetable  king- 
dom, it  frequently  happens,  that  a  great  number  of  species  agree 
in  so  many  particulars,  as  evidently  to  demonstrate  them  to  be 
members  of  the  -same  natural  family.  Among  the  grasses,  for  in* 
stance,  the  family  resemblance,  the  similarity  in  the  form  of  the 
leaves,  in  the  construction  of  the  stalks,  in  the  parts  which  com- 
pose the  flower,  and  in  the  nature  of  the  seeds,  is  so  jjreat  in  all 
of  them,  as  easily  to  enable  any  one  who  may  be  acquainted  with 
only  one  or  two  species,  to  recognize  any  other  almost  at  first 
sieht.  There  areother  tribes  of  vegetables,  the  different  species 
of  which  may  be  recognized  with  equal  facility,  even  by  thpse 
who  have  but  a  slight  acquaintance  with  them  >  but  this  is 
by  no  means  the  case  with  all.  Though  naturfc  generally  exhi- 
bits a  wonderful  degreee  of  regularity,  die  frequently  makes  con- 
siderable deviations  \  and  anomalous  productions  are  to-be  found* 
which,  though  they  possess  the  principal  features  of  one  family, 
Jet,  in  some  particulars,  so  far  resemble  another  very  distinct 
tribe,  as  jo  make  it  doubtful  to  which  of  the  two  they  ought  to 
be  referred,  without  a  minute  investigation  by  one  well  acquaint- 
ed with  the  distinguishing  characters  of  both.  Nearly  allied  fami- 
lies, likewise,  frequently  r*n  into  one  another,  so  imperceptibly* 
m  ta  vnder  it  no  easy  task  to  draw  the  line  of  separation. 

For 
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For  these  reasons,  it  is.  frequently  difficult  to  -define  natural , 
families,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  comprehend  all  their  irregular* 
members,  without  at  the  same  time  leaving  room  fqr  the  admis- 
sion of  species  which  do  not  belong  to  them. 

Whatever,  may  be  said,  therefore,  in  favour  of  natural  classes, 
and  however  fit  they  may  be,  for  the  use  of  those  who  are  well  ac- 
quainted with  botany,  at  a  time  when  the  greater  part  of  the  ve- 
getables this  globe  produces,  shall  have  been  discovered  and  de- 
scribed ;  while  they  are  deficient  in  point  of  facility,  they  cannot 
be.  the  -most  proper  for  beginners,  nor  could  they  be  so  even  for 
botanists  themselves,  at  a  peripd  when,  comparatively,  few  plants 
were  known. 

A.  Quirinus  Rivinus,  professor  of  botany  at  Leipsic,  perceiv- , 
lug  the  defects  of  the  natural  systems  proposed  by  his  predeces- 
sors, endeavoured  to  form  an  artificial  one,  founded  on  the  regu- 
liiity  and  irregularity  of  the  corolla,  and  on  the  number  of  the 
Lc:ta«  pf  which  it  was  composed,  which  he  published  in  1690. 
t  consisted  of  the  eighteen  following  classes. 


i 


• 

-  Monopetali- 

DipetalL 

THpetali. 

"Regulares,  « 

TetrapetaMJ 

PentapetaK. 

Hexapetali* 

. 

'Pfcrfrai 

-  Simplices,  * 

, 

.  Polypetali* 
'  MonopetalL 

*  . 

Dipetali. 

.2 

* 

• 

Tripetiii. 

S 

: 

.  Irregukrce,  « 

Tetrapetali. 

1 

Pentapctali* 

^H    « 

vel 

HexapetalL 
.  Polypetali. 

3 

f  Regularibus.* 
.  Compofiti  ex  flofculis,      <  Irregularibu*. 

(,  Re.  et  irreguhntrafc 

1 

„  Imperfe&i, 

Imperfe&n 

ITils  author  was  the  first  who  ventured  to  disregard  the  statotf 
ef  antiquity,  and  rejected  entirely  the  ancient  division,  which* 
had  So  long  fettered  all  former  frafners  of  system*. 

Hid  design  Was  good ;  but  he  **s  unfortunate  in  the  ditwce  of 
the  part  of  the  flower  he  fixed  6n  for  the  foun&tidtf  of  his 
classes,  as  flowers  are  more  liable  to  vary  in  the  number  of  theif 
petals,  than  in  any  ether  particular :  he  was  however  More  tfuc* 
cessful  in  the  selection  of  the  fruit  for  the  foundation  of  hii 

•    ***** 
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orders,  because  it  affords   marks,   which  are  subject  to  little 
Variation* 

Tournefort,  whose  system  was  more  followed  than  any  other,. 
Except  that  of  Linnaeus,  particularly  in  France,  and  even  in  this 
Country,  till  after  the  middle  of  last  century,  fixed  on  the  form 
of  the  corolla  for  the  foundation  of  his  classes,  many  of  which 
were  very  natural :  but  the  great  variety  of  forms  the  corolla  as- 
sumes, many  of  which  approach  each  other  so  nearly,  as  scarce- 
ly to  be  distinguished,  render  the  application  of  his  system  to* 
practice  difficult. 

Many  systems,  both  artificial  and  natural,  have  been  devised 
by  different  botanists,  *  all  of  which  gave  way  to  the  artificial 
system  of  Limueus,  termed  sexual,  because  the  distinguishing 
marks  of  all  his  classes  are  taken  from  the  parts  of  generation, 
*.  e.  the  pistillum  and  stamina* 

The  Linnean  method  owes  its  success,  not  only  to  the  supe-« 
rior  facility,  as  well  as  certainty,  by  which  any  plant,  by  meantf 
of  it,  may  be  reduced  to  its  class  and  order ;  but  to  the  attention 
the  author  has  paid  to  the  more  minute  divisions,  and  to  the 
pains  he  has  taken  to  give  accurate  descriptions  of  the  species, 
and  to  affix  to  each  its  trivial  name.  The  different  publications  of 
Linnaeus,  particularly  his  System  of  Nature ,  and  Species  P/aritaram^ 
have  done  mote  for  the  advancement  of  botanical  knowledge, 
than  the  writings  of  any  other  man.  Since  the  time  his  last 
supplement  was  published,  a  very  great  number  of  species  have 
been  discovered  in  different  quarters  of  the  world*  Those  which 
have  been  described,  are  dispersed  through  the  writings  of  various 
authors  j  Others  are  only  to  be  met  with  in  dje  herbaria  of  th$ 
curious.  Linmeus  j  unior,  in  his  supplement,  has  described  several* 
Murray  and  Gmelin,  in  their  editions  of  the  System  of  Nature, 
have  published  only  such  as  they  themselves  had  an  opportunity 
of  examining,  together  with  those  described  by  Thunberg  and 
Jacquin.  j 

It  was  long  the  earnest  Wish  ot  those  who  were  occupied 
with  such  studies,  that  some  person,  properly  qualified,  would 
give  them  in  a  collected  form*  to  the  world.  "Willdenow 
undertook  -the  Herculean  labour;  and  from  the  manner  in 
which  >he  has  conducted  this  edition  of  the  Species  Plant  artim$ 
has  shewn*  himself  well  qualified  for  the  task.  He  has  adopt-* 
ed  none  of  the  alterations  in  the  -classes,   proposed   by  th£ 

vol.  X.  fco.  20.  X  authors 

•    •  -   *  -      *      i  ■'--' '     m  i     ■    ■   tj ,       i.  jj 

*  AdaofeiN  a  Frenchman,  to  (how  the  facility  with  whicn  ihef  majf 
be  formed,  sod  his  owa  dexterity,  has  icanufp&tucd  upwards  0/  Sttf 
*f  then/ 
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authors  we  shall  mention  below ;  but  has,  with  two  exceptions,, 
adhered  very  closely  to  the  arrangement  of  Linnaeus,  at  least  i& 
the  larger  divisions. 

Notwithstanding  the  merits  of  the  Linnaeaa  system,  it  haft 
without  doubt  many  imperfections,  which  different  botanists  have 
endeavoured  to  correct,  but  hitherto  without  any  very  distin- 
guished success.  The  two  principal  objections  are,  1st,  that 
plants,  evidently  connected  by  nature,  are,  according  to  it,  plac- 
ed in  different  classes ;  and  that  those  which  have  no  natural  or 
rgeneral  affinity,  are  sometimes  arranged  under  the  same  class, — 
an  objection  to  which  every  artificial  system  must  be  liable.  2dly, 
Plants,  by  means  of  it,  cannot  always  be  ascertained  with  such 
facility  and  precision  as  might  have  been  expected  in  an  artificial 
arrangement.  The  improvements  which  have  been  aimed  at,  have 
been  suggested  principally  with  a  view  to  make  the  arrangement 
more  natural;  and  indeed,  Linnaeus's  own  anxiety  to  remedy 
its  defects  in  this  particular,  is  one  cause  of  vie  difficulty 
which  is  frequently  experienced  in  reducing  a  plant  to  its  pro- 
per place.  In  the  class  Diadelphia,  for  example,  which  ought 
to  contain  those  plants  whose  stamina  are  united*  by  means  of 
their  filaments,  into  two  groups,  there  is  a  subdivision  in  th* 
order  Decandria,  containing  a  number  of  genera,  characterised 
Omnia  stamina  connexa  j  though  it  is  obvious,  that  any  one  who 
knows  merely  the  general  principle  of  the  Linnaean  arrange* 
mem,  would  naturally  look  for  such  a  flowei.  in  the  clas* 
Mcnadelphia. 

Had  Linnaeus,  instead  of  making  this  exception,  improved  the 
definition  of  his  class  by  means  erf  the  form  of  the  flowers,  he 
would  not  only  have  obviated  this  difficulty,  but  rendered  the 
class  itself  more  natural,  and  made  it  comprehend  those  irregular 
members  of  the  family  which  have  their  stamina  unconnected., 
for  there  are  many  plants  standing  in  the  order  Monogynia,  of 
the  class  Decandria,  which,  from  the  form  of*  their  flower,  and 
nature  of  their  seed-pod,  evidently  belong  to  the  class  Diadel- 

j>hia- 

Any  alterations,  therefore,  made  with  a  view  to  render  the 
^arrangement  more  natural,  which  have  a  tendency  to  make  it 
«more  complex,  are  certainly  improper.  Instead  of.  depriving  an 
-artificial  system  of  its  principal  recommendation,  by  patching  or 
twisting  it,  it  would  be  hotter,  at  once,  to  have  recourse  to  na^ 
tural  classes,  such  as  have  been  formed  by  Linnaeus  himself, 
-by  Batsch  or  Jussieu.  But  if  .-an  artificial  arrangement  be 
thought  best  adapted  to  the  present  state  of  botanical  knowledge, 
such  alterations  only  should  be  made,  as  tend  to  remove  ambi- 
guity and  difficulty.     Of  aD  the  alterations  and  attempts  to  in»» 

prove 
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prove  die  Lmqiean  system,  there  are  tut  feW  that  merit  notice. 
J^ilj^bad  had  made  the  following  changes.  He  joined  the  7th, 
Sjth  and  9th,  to  the  10th  class }  the  1  Lth  to  the  13th  ;  and  the 
f  £th,  Slsfc  £9d  *nd  23c},  he  included  in  one,  and  thus  reduced 
t,he  nu^aber  of  classes  to  16.  He  has  had  few  followers ;  there- 
fore, we  shaU  pot  #o|>  to  point  out  the  impropriety  of  some  of 
these  combinations. 

.  Thunberg  has  reduce^  the  number  to  twenty,  by  distributing 
the  pfeltts  of  the  20th,  2^&t,  ?2d  and  234  classes,  among  those 
classed  to  which  they  are  referable,  according  to  the  number  and 
connexion  of  the  stamina.  His  reasons  fojr  abolishing  the  classes 
Moncecia,  Pifecia  and  JPolygamia,  are,  1st,  The  plants  which  be* 
long  to  them  are  not  always  constant  in  point  of  sex ;  for  cul- 
mce,  and  a  difference  of  climate,  frequently  removes  a  plant 
from  the  Moncccia,  or  Dktcia,  to  the.  rolygamia.  2dty,  By  ar- 
ranging  the  genera  which  compose  these  classes  according  to 
$hc  nature,  and  connexion  of  their  stamina,  many  of  them  will 
Stand  in  the  same  class  with  Qth&rs  which  they  resemble  in  al- 
most every-  particular,  .except  in  the  circumstance  of  having  their 
male  and  female  organs  placed  in  separate  flowers,  either  on  the 
same  pr  on  different  plants.  His  reasons  for  abolishing  the  class 
Gynandria  are  not  equally  validt  * 

Gmelin,  in  addition  to  the  alterations  proposed  by  Thunberg, 
which  he  has  adopted  hi  his  edition  of  the  Syst.  Nat.,  has  like- 
wise united  the  cjass  IcoSar>4ria  to  Polygamia,  and  consequently 
reduced  the  number  to  lunqtoon.  This  union  is  certainly  unne-» 
ceseary,  if  not  altogether  improper,  as  these  two  classes  are  suffi- 
ciently distinguished  by  the  insertion  of  their  stamina ;  a  distinc- 
tion which  he  himself  nas  retained  in  his  subdivisions  of  the  unit- 
ed classes, 

Wilidenow,  we  think,  has  done  right  in  rejecting  all  these  pro* 
fco&fed  reductions  in  the  number  of  classes  3  for  it  rarely  happens 
that  toy  considerable  alteration  can  be  made  in  a  long  establish-* 
ed  system,  without  prod  u^ii^g  some  confusion  and  inconvenience  $ 
therefore  none  ought  to  be  made  or  adopted,  but  such  as  evident- 
ly tend  to  produce  some  very  considerable  improvements,  which 
is  not  the  case  with  any  of  those  hitherto  made  on  the  sexual 
system.  The  only  deviations  he  has  made  from  the  arrangement 
of  Lirmieus,  are,  Jtr/t,  to  breax  up  the  order  tylonogynia,  of  the 
class  Syngynefcia,  and  Jojriajpe  the  plants  which  composed  it,  ac* 
cording  to  the  number  of  the  stamina,  Without  any  regard  to 
their  connexion  by  the  anther*.  The  plants  belonging  to  this 
prder,  certainly  have  no  affinity  tp  the  others  which  compose  the 
class  Syngyoesta,  yhich  becomes  a  perfectly  natural  assemblage 
.after  their  feiwiaL    Sevvdfy,  He  has  Remove^  a  great  number 
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of  genera  from  flie"  dass  Gynandria,  and  arranged  them  accord- 
ing to  the  number  and  connexion  of  their  stamina.  This  clas* 
should  comprehend  those  plants  only  whose  stamina  ate  attach- 
ed to  the  pistillum ;  but  Linnaeus  has  introduced  some  whose 
stamina  stand  under  the  germen,  attached  to  an  elongation  of  th£ 
peduncle,  which  rises  above  the  receptacle  *  and  to  the  admission 
of  these  Willdenow  objects,  we  think,  with  good  rfeason. 

Although  the  improvements  made  on  the  arrangement  of  Lin- 
naeus be  unimportant,  the  changes  among,  and  additions  to,  his 
genera  and  species,  by  Willdenow  and  others,  have  been  very  nu- 
merous. How  far,  in  every  instance,  he  has  acted  properly  or 
otherwise,  in  making  and  adopting  these,  cannot  "be  determined 
by  any  one  who  has  not  had  access  to  the  same  sources  of  inform 
mation  as  Willdenow  himself,  and  who  has  not  bestowed  die 
same  attention.  From  a  pretty  full  examination  of  his  volumi- 
nous work,  however,  we  are  disposed  to  rate  his  abilities  as  a  bo- 
tanist very  high,  and  to  place  much  confidence  in  his  accuracy. 
His  Species  PTantarum,  we  are  confident,  will  be  highly  prized 
by  those  who  are  best  able  to  appreciate'  its  merits.  He  has  de- 
scribed a  considerable  number  of  specites  himself,  2nd  corrected 
such  descriptions  of  former  species  as  appeared  to  him  not  suffi- 
ciently accurate. 

We  have  compared  some  of  these  corrections,  made  on  the  de- 
scriptions of  species  with  which  we  are  acquainted,  and  find  they 
render  the  diagnosis  more  complete.  He  always  mentions  in 
what  state  he  had  seen  the  plants  from  which  hehks  taken  hi* 
descriptions  ;  whether  from  a  Kving  plant  or  from' a  dried. specie 
men ;  from  one  in  flower ;  in  fruit,  or  otherwise :  so  that  an  opi- 
nion may  be  formed  how  far  the  accuracy  of  his  descriptions 
may  be  depended  on.  He  likewise  quotes  his  authority  for  every 
thing  he  has  taken  from  others.    *  :  * 

To  give  some  idea  of  the  great  additions  and  many  changes 
that  have  been  made  since  the  time  of  Linnaeus;  we*  shall  now 
mention  the  number  of  the  genera  And  specids  which  have  been 
added  to  the  different  classes,  and  notice  the  changes  that  hare 
been 'made  in  each.  , '  V*  "*'•'* 

•  Genera-  added  to  the  clas9  MbWANrmiif,  vis*.  •"  * 
:    *Monogynifl — Hellenic  4  speciies,  H6n*stedn>£,  HeXlycbiom  1; 
Phrynium  1,  the  Pontideria  Ovata  of  L!nrf«U$  v'libpttfta  1','Phv* 
iyJrum  i,  Cucuhria  iy<2tralia  9, ;Uste¥fa-l,  P*fiidl&  l^Mtti- 
rfcfttca  1.  "  '■  ;~   ''  ;  ;      -*'"       ':   4v         -   ,  • 

*'  ^S-Species  of  former  genera  Kate  b£en  Added  to*  tkfe -class/ 16 
of  .which  have  beeii  described  by  Wiitie&bwy  viz*  Amoroum'  S, 
V  of*  which  are-dfacribed1  by  Wfflde^^^CotW*^  Alpiii&i* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1807.  Willdenow,  Species  Plantar um.  S17 

1  described  by  W.  Maranta  2,  both  by  W.  Thalia  I.  Boer- 
tavia  6,  4  by  W.     Salicornia  5,  2  by  W.     Callitriche  1. 

Genera  added  to  the  class  Diandria. 

Monogynia — Pimelia,  4  species,  composed  of  Passerina  Gnidia, 
P.  pilosa,  and  P.  prostrata  of  Linnaeus.  Gallipea  1,  Wulfenia  1, 
Cyrtandria  2,  Boca  1,  Ghinia  2,  Sciuris  I,  Fontanesia  I,  Lithe*, 
phi  la  1,  Linociera  1,  Aruna  L 

Digynia — Crypsis  1,  the  Anthoxanthum  aculeatum  Lin.  suppl. 
Schoenus  aculeatus  of  the  Spec.  Plant. 

172  Species  of  former  genera  have  been  added  to  this  class, 
44?  of  which  are  described  by  Willdenow,  viz. 

Monogynia^zsmmyxm  9,  2  by  W.  Ligustrum  1.  Olea  2. 
Chionantnus  3,  1  by  W.  Syringa  2,  1  by  W.  Veronica  17, 
7  by  W;  Paederota  1.  Justicia  57,  10  by  W.  Gratiola  6,  3 
by  W.  Calceolaria  5.  Pinguicula  1,  and  by  W.  Utricularia  2, 
both  by  W.  Verbena  4,  2  by  W.  Cunila  1,  and  by  W.  Mo* 
narda  2.  Rosmarina  1.  Salvia  26,  8  by  W.  Collonsonia  1. 
Ancistrum  1.     Anthoxanthum  1. 

Digynia— Piper  29,  6  by  W. 

Now  genera  added  to  the  class  Triandria. 

Monogynia — Aristea  1,  the  Ixia  Africana  of  Linnaeus.  "Wit- 
senia  1,  the  Antholyza  Maura  of  Lin.  Marica  1,  Xiphidium  2, 
Oxylaphus  1,  Macrolobium  3,  Rohria  1,  Tonsella  2,  Fissilia  1, 
Mapania  1,  Miegia  1. 

Digyoia—  Mecklenbergia  1.  Perotis  2,  1  of  them  the  Saccha~ 
rum  Spicatum  of  Lin.  Lursia  4,  of  which  the  Phallaris  Orizoi- 
des  of  Lin.  is  1.  Pappophorum  1.  Lappago  1,  the  Cenhrus 
Tfcacemosus  of  Lin. 

Trigynia— Donatia  1,  the  Polycarpon  Magellanicum  of  Lin. 

423  Species  of  former  genera  added  to  this  class,  1Q5  of  which 
"have  been  described  by  Willdenow. 

Monogynia — Valeriana  6.  Comocladia  1 ,  and  by  W.  Poly- 
cnemum  4,  3  by  "W.  Crocus  1,  and  by  W.  Hyppocratea  2, 
1  by  W.  Ixia22,  9  by  W.  Gladiolus  28,  14  by  W.  Antho- 
lyza 1.  Iris  16,  6  by  W.  Moraea  5,  2  by  W.  Wachendorfia 
2.      Commelina  3,   2  by  W.      Xyris  3,  1  by  W.      Kyllengia  4, 

1  by  W.  Shoenus  26,  3  by  W.  Cyperus  47,  15  by  W.  Scir- 
pus  32,  1  J>y  W.     Eriophorum  1.     Cenhrus  3. 

Digynia— Saccharum  6,  2  by  "W.      Phalaris  3.      Paspalum  9, 

2  by  W.  Panicum  44,  7  by  W.  Phleum  1.  Alopecurus  3. 
Millium  5.  Agrostis  20,  7  Dy  W.  Aira  5,  1  by  W.  Melica  6. 
Poa  33,  10  by  W.  Briza  1.  Dactylis  10,  3  by  W.  Cynosurus 
10,  1  by  W.  Festuca  11,  1  by  W.  Bromus  9,  1  by  W.  Sti- 
pa  3.  Arena  12,  2  bv  TV.  Arundo  5.  Aristidia  3.  Loliuml, 
and  by  W.  Rottboelha  10,  4  by  W.  Elymus  2,  1  by  W.  Hor- 
deum  2.    Triticum  3. 

X  3  Trigyni* 
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Trlgyma — Ericaulon  3,  1  by  W.  Holosteum  1.  Mollugo  1, 
and  by  W.     Queria  1.     Lechia  1. 

New  genera  added  to  the  class  Trf  and.ru. 

Mtmogynu* — Rupala  2,  Opercularia  3,  Carphalia  1,  Mattusd^ 
ixa  1,  Roussea  1,  Froelichia  1,  Scojosanthus  1,  Ernodea  1,  St« 
derodendrum  1,  Haffmannia  I,  Chomelia  1,  Petitia  I,  Myonima 
2,  Pyrostria  1,  Cunninghamia  2«  Coccosypsilum  3,  Wallenia  lf 
Witheringia  1,  Mvrmecia  1,  Labatia  2>  Laciostoma  1,  Bellafdia 
1,  Glossoma  1,  Monetla  2,  BlacVburnia  1,  the  Ptelea  Pinnata  of 
Lin.  Skimmia  1,  Qthera  1,  Curticia  1,  Cfiloranthys  1,  Gona» 
tocarpus  1. 

Trigynia — Boscia  ].  - 

195  New  species  added  to  the  class  TeTand&ia,  74  of  which 
have  been  described  by  Willdenow. 

Monogynia — Protea  23,  4  by  W.  Banksia  4,  1  by  W,  Em- 
bothrium  5,  all  by  W.  Globularia  2.  Scabiosa  7,  I  by  W. 
Hedyotes  4,  2  by  W.  Spermacoce  14,  6  by  W.  Asperula  1. 
Diodia  5,  1  by  W.  Knoxia  1,  and  by  W.  Houstonia  1,  and 
byW.  Galliym  24,  10  by  W.  Cruciannella  3,  2  bv  W.  Ru- 
bia  2,  1  by  W.  Siphonanthus  1,  an<l  by  W.  Catesbsa  1. 
Ixora  3.  Pavetfa  3,  1  by  W.  Pctesia  1.  JSgiphila  7,  4  by  W. 
Callicarpa  6,  %  by  W.  Aquartia  1 ,  and  by  W.  Manettia  S, 
all  by  W.  Pernea  I.  Blapria  4.  Budleia  4.  Exacum  7,  4  by 
"W.  Plantago  11.  Cissusxll.  Cotnvs  4.  Samara  $\  1  by  W. 
Fugara  7,  4  by  W.  Ludweigia  2.  Oldenlandia  6,  1  by  W. 
Ammannia  2,  1  by  W.  DorsteiUa  6,  1  by  W.  Pethos  5,  S  by 
W.  Ela^agnus  6.  Struthiola  1,  Rivina  1,  and  by  W.  ,  AN 
chemilla  1,  and  by  W. 

Digytiia— Cuscuta  3,  \  by  W.     Jlypecpum  1.     Galopina  1. 

Tetragyma—Itex  15^  3  by  W.  Sagina  lt  Tfllaea'4,  S  by  W. 
Myginda  1. 

New  genera  added  to,  the  class  Pentandria. 

AUncgynia — Direna  1,  Bacopa  1,  Fagrea  l,  Sprengelia  1,  $ty« 
phelia  8,  Weigelia  2,  Trigura  2,  Canjua  4,  1  of  which,  viz. 
the  C  coronopifolia,  is  the  Ipomsea  Rubra  Syst.  Veg.  and  the  Pole- 
monium  rubrum  Spec.  Plant.  Lin.  Liehtfootia  2 ;  the  one,  viz. 
L.  oxyp  occoides  is  the  Lobelia  tinella  of  Linnxus  \  and  the  otherj 
viz.  the  L.  subula,  is  the  Campania  capillacea  of  the  same  au- 
thor. Sphenoclea  1,  Thouinia  J,  Solandra  1,  Cyphia6,  B  of 
which,  viz.  the  C,  volubilis;  C,  bulbosa,  and  C.  pnytium,  are  of 
the  Lobelia  of  Lin.,  with  the  same  trivial  names.  Goodenia  9, 
Solina  1,  Ucriana  1,  Chimarrhi6 ,1,  Dentilla  1,  Vangueria  1,' 
Canephora  2,  Cephaelis  12,  Berteria  1,  Schwenkfeldia  3,  Bxo- 
botrys  2,  Stroemia  4,  the  S.  tetrandra  is  the  Cleome  fruticosa  of 
Lin.,  which  he  places  in  the  Tetradynamia  Silijuosa.  Shocpfia  1, 
*  frithaiis 
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Erithalis2,  Geniostoma  1,  Tabarosa  2,  Serissa  1,  the  Liclum 
faettdum  of  Lin.  Crjrptostomum  1,  Ardesia  8,  Basovia  1,  Li- 
ta2. 

Besides  those  already  mentioned,  other  42  genera  have  been 
added  to  this  class.  Of  these  we  shall  only  mention  such  as  con- 
tain species  that  have  been  transposed  from  former  genera.  Bu- 
melia  12;  two  of  these,  viz.  the  B.  tenax  and  B.  fsettdissima,  are 
the  Sideroxylon  tenax  and  faetidissima  of  Lin. ;  and  the  B.  salici- 
folia  is  the  Achras  salicifolia  Lin.  Zy2iphus  10;  of  these  the 
Z.  vulgaris  was  the  Rhamnus  Zyziphus  Lin.  The  Z.  linefrtus, 
Z.  volubilis,  Z.  paliurus,  Z.  napeca,  Z.  jujuba,  Z.  lotus,  Z. 
oenoplia,  and  Z.  spina  christi,  were  formerly  species  of  Rhamnus 
which  had  the  same  trivial  names.  Scopolia  2 ;  one  of  whichf 
viz.  the  S.  aculeata,  is  the  Paullinia  Asiatica  Lin.  Staavi*  2f 
composed  of  the  Brunia  radiata  and  the  B.  glutinosa  Lin.  Elaec- 
dendrum  contains  2  species,  1  of  which,  the  E.  argan,  is  the 
Rhamnus  Siculus  Linnsei.  Streiitzia  2  ;  the  one  the  Heliconia 
alba,  and  the  other  the  H»  Bihaz  of  Lin.  Webera  3 ;  one  of 
which,  viz.  the  W.  corymbosa,  is  the  Rondeletia  Asiatica  Lin.    ' 

Trigynia — Portulacaria  1 ,  the  Crassula  Portulacaria  Lin. 

$  14  Species  of  former  genera  added  to  this  class. 

Mtmigynia— Helliotropium  16,  Myosotis  7,  Lithospermum  8, 
AncJhusa6,  Cynoglossum  16,  Pulmonaria  1,  Cerinthe  1,  Onos- 
ma  5,   Borago  2,  Lycipsis   2,   Echium   11,   Messerschmidia  1, 
Tournefbrtia*  3,   Androsace  4,  Primula  10,  Tricratus  1,  Cycla- 
men 2,  Hottonia  2,  Lysimachia  5,    Anagallis  1,  Theophrasta  1, 
Ophierrhiza  1,  Lisianthus  10,  Epacris  2,  Plumbago  3,  Phlox  2, 
Convolvulus  57,  Ipomsea  8,    Campanula  21,  Phyteuma  9,  Nau- 
clea  5,  Rondeletia  10,  one  of  whicn,  the  R.  tomentosa,  is  the  Pe- 
-tesia  stipularis  of  Lin.     Macrocnemum  2,  Bcllonia  1,  Portlandia 
2,  Lobelia  13,  Schxvola  2,  Cinchona  6,  of  which  the  macrocarpa 
is  the  same  with  the  C.  officinalis  of  Gmeltn.     Willdenow  gives 
a  very  good  description  of  the  C.  officinalis,  on  the  authority  of 
Vahl.j  which  is  as  follows.     '  C.  foliis  ovatis  lanceolatis  glabris, 
capsulis  oblongis. '     Psychotria  33,  Coffea  7,  Chiococca  1,  Ha- 
mellia  4,  Lonicera  6,  Triosteum  1,  Musscenda  1,  Verbascum  5, 
Atropa  1,  Physalis  5,  Solanum  44,  Capsicum  2,  Cestrum  7,  Ly- 
cium  5,  Jacquinia  1,  Chironia  3,  Cordia  11,  Ethretia  5,  Varro- 
nia  S,   Laugeria  2,   Chrysophyllum  5,  Sideroxylon  3,  Rhamnus 
15,  Phylica  6,  Ceanothus  2,  Buttneria  4,  Agenia  1,  Myrsine  I, 
Celastrus  21,  Evonymus  4>  Diosma  12,  Brunia  2,   Escallonia  1, 
Mangifera  1,  Hirtella  2,  Ribes  8,  Viola  9,  Impatiens  5,  Hedera 
3,  Vitis  4,  Claytonia  I,  Heliconia  2,   Achyranthes  7,  Celosia  8, 
lllecebrum  3,  Theseum  1,   Rauwolfia  1,  Pcederia  1,   Carissa  3, 
Cerbera  3,  Gardenia  8,  Neieum  4,  Echites  7,  Cameraria  1,  Ta- 
bernxmontana  6. 
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'  Digynta — Pergularia  St  Periploca  6,  Cynanchum  11}  Apocy- 
num  5,  Asclepias  15,  Ceropegia  4,  Stapelja  46,  Herniaria  I, 
Chenopodium  6,  Beta  1,  Salsola  9,  Gomphreaa  1,  Ulmus  4, 
Hydrolea  1,  Swertia  2,  Gentiana  1,  Dichondra  1,  Eryngium  2, 
Hydrocotyle  4,  Azorella  2,  Astrantia  1,  Bupliarum  7,  Tordyl- 
lium  J,  Caucalis  5,  Bunium  1,  Conium  1,  Selinum  3,  Atna- 
manta  2,  Peucedanum  6,  Cachrys  3,  Ferula  3,  Laserpitium  10, 
Heracleum  4,  Ligustioum  5,  Angelica  1,  Sium  9,  Sison  1,  Bu- 
bon  1,  Qenanthe  5,  JSthusa  1,  Scandix  1,  Chaerophyllum  3,  Se- 
peli  4,  Smyrnium  2,  Pimpinella  3. 

Trigynta — Rhus  10.  Viburnum  12.  Sambucus  1.  Tamarix 
1.  Xylophylla  3 ;  Linnaeus,  on  the  authority  6f  Brown,  has 
placed  this  genus  in  the  Pentandria  Trigynia.  Two  of  the  spe- 
cies are  Triandrius  and  Monoicus  plants,  viz.  the  Xylophylla  ar- 
bu-»cula  and  falcata.  Qne  has  hexandrious  hermaphrodite  flowers 
and  female  flowers  mixt,  viz*  X.  latifolia.  Turnera  59  Pharna- 
ceum  3.  Basella  2,  Tetragynia-—E volvulus  2.  Pentagynut—hih- 
lia  5.  Glossopetalum  2.  Statice  10.  Drosera  2.  Linum  6, 
Crassula  lg.     Mahernia  2P 

3  *  Genera  have  been  added  to  the  class  Hexandria. 

Monogynia — Strumaria  6  ;  one  of  which,  the  S.  filifolia,  is  the 
Crinum  tinellum  Lin,  Cyrtanthus  3  ;  one  of  them,  viz.  the 
C.  au^ustifolius,  is  the  Crinum  augustifolium  Lin. ;  and  the  C 
*  obliquus,  is  the  Crinum  obliquum  Lint  Eucomis  5 ;  one  of 
them,  the  E.  regia,  formerly  the  Frittilaria  regia  L»"t  Eriosperr 
mum  3 ;  one,  viz.  the  E.  latifolia,  was  the  Ornithogalum  ca- 
pense  Lin.  Sanseviera  3 ;  two  of  which,  the  .Guineensis  and 
Zeylanica,  were  formerly  the  Aletris  hyacinthoides,  and  Aletris 
and  Aloe  hyacinthoides  Lin.  Lacbenalia  24  ;  the  L.  orchioides 
is  the  Phormium  hyapinthoides  of  the  supplement,  and  the  Hya- 
c'nt^us  orchioides -of  the  Sp.  PI.  Linf ;  the  L.  viridis,  is  the  Hyar 
cinthus  viridis  Lin.  \  the  Scrotina,  is  the  Hyacinthus  serotinus 
Lin. ;  L.  tricolor,  is  the  Phormium  Aloides  of  Lin.  Velthei- 
mia  4  \  two  of  which,  the  Viridifolia  and  Uvaria,  were  former- 
jiy  the  A'etris  capensis,  and  Aletris  uvaria  \  the  latter  was  like? 
wise  the  Aloe  uvaria  of  the  Sp.  PI.  Lin.  Bambusa  2  j  of  which 
the  B.  arundinacea,  is  the  Arundo  Bambos  Lin. 

Trigynia — Wurmbea  3  ;  one  of  which,  the  Longiflora,  was 
the  Melanthium  monopetalum  Lin, 

358  New  species  of  former  genera  have  been  added  to  this 
plass.  Bromelia  3.  Tillandsia  8.  Tradescantia  8.  Pontederia 
2.  Masgonia  11.  Narcissus  3.  Pancratium  5.  Crinum  3; 
one  of  which,  the  Erubescens,  formerly  the  C.  Americanum  Lin. 
Hxmanthus  9;  one  of  which,  viz.  the  H.  ciliaris,  has  been 
ganged  from  the  Hajmanthus  to  the  Amaryllis,  and  from  Anu? 
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ryllh  to  Haemanthus  again.  Amaryllis  24.  Allium  1*2.  Lil- 
lium  7.  'Frittilaria  2.  UvulariaS.  Tulipa  1.  Albuc*7.  Hy- 
poxis  3.  Ornithogalum  23.  Scilla  5.  Cyanella  1.  Asphodi- 
tus  4.  Anthericum  30.  Leontici  2;  Asparagus  6.  Dracaena  6. 
Convallaria  2.  Polyanthus  1.  Hyacinthus  2.  We  find  he  has 
retained  the  non-scnptus  which  Dr  Smith  in  his  Flora  has  called 
Scylla  nutans.  Aloe  6. 5  the  A.  picta,  is  the  variety  S,  a,  and  f*> 
of  the  A.  perforata  Lin. ;  the  A.  humilis,  is  the  variety  •  of  the 
A.  perfoliata  of  Lin. ;  the  A.  arachnoides,  is  the  variety  i  of  the 
A.  pumiia  Lin. ;  the  A.  verrucosa,  is  the  variety  £  of  the  A.  dis- 
ticha  Lin.  5  the  A.  carinata,  is  the  variety  y  of  the  A.  distich*  ; 
the  Al.  plicatilis,  is-  the  variety  t  of  the  A.  disticha  Lin.  It  is  a 
difficult  matter  in  exotic  plants,  particularly  such  as  the  Aloe,  to 
distinguish  species  from  varieties,  because  the  only  test  by  which 
they  can  be  tried,  is  by  the  frequent  raising  of  them  from  .seed, 
observing  whether  the  plants  produced  retain  always  the  same 
appearance.  Agave  3.  Alstroemeria  1.  Hqmerocaljis  2.  A- 
corus  1.  Orentium  1.  Corypha  1.  Calamus  7.  Juncus  14; 
one  of  which,  the  J.  maximus,  is  the  variety  2  of  the  J.  pilosus 
Lin.  5  the  J.  spadicius,  is  the  fi  of  the  J.  pilosus  Lin. ;  the  J.  lu- 
teus,  is  the  variety  i  of  the  J.  campestrip  Lin. ;  the  J.  parviflorus, 
is  the  variety  y  of  the  J.  pilosus  Lin. ;  the  J.  albidus,  is  the  va- 
riety 1  of  the  J.  pilosus  Lin. ;  and  the  J.  sudeticus,  is  the  n  of  the 
J.  campestris  Lin.  Prinos  5.  Berberis  1.  Loranthus  13.  H3~ 
lia  1.     Frankenia  1.     Peplis  1.     Gahnia  1.     Erharta  3. 

Trigynia — Rumex  3.  ^  Melanthium  7.  Helonias  1.  Mediola 
J . ;  the  Dracaena  volubilis  of  Lin.     Polygyria — Alisma  2. 

HfiPTANDRiA.  5  Genera  have  been  added  to  this  class,  to- 
gether with  five  new  species. 

Monogynia — Pisonia  2.     JEsculus  1.     Dracontium  1. 

Digyni* — Limeum  1. 

Octandria.     24  New  genera  have  been  added  to  this  class. 

Monogynia — Ornitrophe  6  ;  one  of  which,  the  O.  cobbe,  is  the 
Rhus  cobbe  Lin.,  and  the  O.  comminia  is  the  Rhus  comminia 
of  Lin.  ' 

Trigynia — Seriana  10;  three  of  which,  viz.  the  S.  sinuata,  Mexi- 
cana,  and  triternata,  were  the  Paulinia  sinuata,  Mexicana,  and 
triternata  of  Lin. 

174  New  species  have  been  added  to  this  class. 

Monogynia — Tropxolum  1,  Rexia  12,  Oenothera  6,  Gaura  2, 
Epilobium4,  CombretumS,  Amyris  10,  Ximenia  1,  Dodonxa  1, 
Lawsonia  1,  Vaccinium  14,  Erica  57,  Daphne  12,  Gnidia  Q, 
Passerina  6,  Baeckia  1. 

Pigyniq — Weinmannia  2.     Trigynia—  Polygonum  14  ;  one  of 

which. 
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which,  viz.  the  P.  minus,  is  the  variety  £  of  the  Polygonum  Per- 
sicaria  Lin.,  and  the  P.  incanum  is  the  variety  y  of  the  P.  Persi- 
caria  Lin.  Coccokjba  6.  Paullinia  6.  Cardiospermum  2.  Sa- 
pindus6.     Tetragynia — porstolia  1. 

Enneandria.  2  New  gemeira  have  been  added  to  this  class. 
2±  New  species  have  also  teen  added. 

Mofttgynia— Laurus  22,     Trjgytiia — Rheum  2/ 
Decandria.    28  Addition^  genera  have  been  added  to  this 
class. 

Monogynia — Podajyri*  15*  V  of  which,  viz.  the  capensis,  ge» 
Histoides,  tinctoria,  lupinoides,  calyptrata,  and  myrtillublia,  were 
Jormerly  species  of  the  Sophora,  with  the  same  trivial  names  *, 
the  P.  alba  is  the  Sophora  aifca  of  the  Syst,  Veg.  and  the  Crota- 
laria  alba  ef  the  Sp?  PI.  Lin,  Schbtia  1,  the  Guajacum  afrura 
Lin.  Gsertnera  1 ,  the  Banisteria  Benghalensis  Lin.  Gomphia  5 ; 
one  of  which,  the  Jabotapita,  is  the  0chna  Jabotapita  Lin.  Ca- 
ssearia  12  j  two  of  which,  the  spinosa  and  panriflora,  were  the 
Samyda  spinosa  and  parviflora  Lin.  '*  * 

402  New  species  have  J>een  added  to  this  class* 
Monogynia — Sophora  3,  Bauhinia  7,  Hymenaea  2,  (Cassia  2& 
Caesalpina  3,  Guilandina  2,  Guajacum  1,  Ruta  %  Myroxvlon  29 
Adenanthera  1,  Trichilia  9,  Swietenia  2,  Melia  §,  Zygvophyllum  *, 
Quassia  *,  Limonia  5,  JussieuaS,  Dais  1,  Melastoma  71,  Kal- 
mia  2,  Ledum  2,  Rhododendron  3,  Andromeda  1 6,  Gautheria  1, 
Arbutus  1,  Clethra  2,  Styrax  3,  Samyda  6,  Bucida  1. 

Digynia— Royena  2,  Hydrangia  3,  Tnanthema  4-,  Saxifraga  11  •, 
the  S.  aizoon  is  the  variety  i  of  S.  cotyledon  of  Lin.     MiteJla  J, 
.  Gypsophila  3,  Saponaria  1,  Dianthus  14;  the  sylvestris  wswfor- 
ifterly  the  variety  •  of  the  D.  caryophyllus. 

Trigyma — Cucubalus  5,  Silene  16,  Stellaria  9 ;  the  Alsine,  for- 
merly the  variety  y  of  the  S.  graminea  Lin.  Arenaria  11,  Mal- 
pighia  11,  Banisteria  18,  Hiraea2,  Triopteris  7,  Erythroxylon  10. 
Pentagynia — Spondias  1,  Cnestis  4,  Cotyledon  11;  the  hifea 
is  the  variety  «  of  the  C.  umbilicus  Lin.  Sedum  10,  dxalis  67, 
Lychnis  2,  Cerastium  5,  Spergula  2, 

Dodecandria.  9  New  genera  have  been  added  to  this  class. 
40  New  species  of  former  genera  have  been  added  to  this  class. 

Monogynia — Bocconia  1,  Bas*ia2,  Blakia  1,  Decumaria  1,  Cra- 
taera  2,  Triumpetta  6,  Peganum  2,  Nitraria  1,  Talinum  3,  Ly- 
thrum  3,  Sterculia  5.  Digyma — Agrimonia  2.  Trigyma— Rese- 
da 1,  Euphorbia  6p.  Tetragynia — Calligonum  1,  AponogetonS. 
Pentagynia— Glinus  1.     Dodecagynia— Sempervivum  6. 

Icosandria.     8  New  genera  have  been  added  to  this  class. 
217  New  species  of  former  genera  have  also  been  added.  . 
Mmogynia— Cactus  4.    Leptospermum  10.    Metrosidoros  10% 
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of  which  the  M.  villosa  and  diffusa,  were  formerly  the  Melaleuca 
Villoma  and  lucida ;  the  M.  angustifolia,  is  the  Myrtus  angustifolia 
of  Lin.  Psidium  5.  Eugenia  21.  Myrtus  20.  Amygdalus  2. 
J*runus  16 ;  of  which  the  P.  cerasifeva  was  the  variety  {  of  the 
Prunus  domestica  Lin.  Digynia — Crataegus  11.  Pentagyma — 
Mespilus2.  Pyrus  9,  *  Tetragonia  4.  Mesembryanthemum  32; 
pf  which  the  M.  latum  is  the  variety /3  of  the  M.  linguiforme 
I/m.  ;  the  obliquum  and  longum,  were  the  varieties  y  and  $  of  the 
M.  linguiforme  Lin. ;  the  M.  caninum  is  the  variety  *  of  the  M. 
ringens  Lin,  j  the  M.  fejirtum,  is  the  variety  fi  of  tne  M.  ringens 
Lin. ;  the  M.  striatum,  is  the  variety  y  of  the  M.  trispidum  Lin. 
Epinea  6.  Polygyria— Rosa  17,  Rubus  11.  Fragaria  5;  of 
which  the  elatior  and  chiloensis  are  the  varieties  ,&  and  y  of  the 
F.  resca  of  Lfin.    Potentilla  12,     Geum  5. 

Polyanpria — 17  New  Genera  have  been  added  to  thfs  class. 
Alangium  2.  •,  one,  the  decapitatum,  was  the  Grewia  salvifolia 
Lin.  Nelumbium  4  5  one  of  the  species  was  the  Nymphsea  Ne- 
lumbo  Lin. ;  another,  the  N.  luteum,  was  the  variety  fi  of  the 
Nymphaea  Nelumbo, 

202  New  Species  have  been  added  to  this  class. 
Monogyria — Marcgravia  1.  Ternstrcemia  4.  Capparis  17. 
^Vctxa  1.  Cfrelidomum  1.  Sarracenia  2.  Nymphsea  3.  Sloa- 
nea  2.  Mammea  1.  Ochna  1.  Filia  2.  Latia  2.  Grewia  6* 
Eleocarpus  2,  Lecythis  6.  Mcntzelia  1.  Loasa  5.  Lager- 
stroemia  3.  Cistus  35.  Prockia  S.  Corchorus  6.  Digynia — 
faconia  $  \  of  which  the  corallina  was  the  variety  /S  of  the  Offi- 
cinalis Lin.  Trigyria — Delphinium  4.  Acenitum  8.  Tetntgyria 
-^-Titracera  10.  Caryocar  2,  Petitagynia — Aquilegia  1.  Reau- 
muria  1.  Polygyria — Dillcnia  7.  Lireodendron  2.  Magnolia  4. 
Uvaria  9.  Annona  9.  Xylopia  1.  Unona  3.  Anemone  6.  A- 
tragene  2.  Clematis  10.  Thalictrum  7.  Adonis  1.  Ranun- 
culus 17.     Helleborus  3.     Caltha  1. 

Didykamia.  Gymtiosperma — 21  Genera  have  been  added  to 
this  class.  Bystropogon  7  •,  one  of  which,  the  B.  pectinatura, 
is  the  Nepeta  pectinata  Lin.  j  the  B.  suaveolens  is  the  Ballota 
suaveolens  Lin. ;  the  B.  plumosum  is  the  Mentha  plumosa  Lin. ; 
and  the  B.  canarienbis,  the  Mentha  canadensis  Lin.  Hyptis  4 ; 
one  of  them,  the  H.  radiata,  is  the  Clinopodium.  Plcctranthus  6, 
His  P.  punctatus  is  the  Ocimum  punctatum  Lin.  Angiosperma — 
Pontstimon  4 ;  the  P.  pubescens  is  the  Chclonc  ponstimon  Lin, 
Spielmannia  1  \  Lantana  Africana  of  Lin.  Stemodia  5  ;  one  of 
'  which,  viz.  the  S.  durantifolia,  is  the  Capraria  durantifolia  Lin. 
JEeenetia  1  j  the  Orabana  ^Egcnetia  Lin.  Achinienes  1  ;  the 
£oTumnia  longifolia  Lin. 

357  Species  of  former  genera  have  been  added  to  this  class.— 
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Gymnosperm* — Ajuga  1.  Teucrium  34.  Satureja  3.  Thymbra 
1.  Hyssopus  1.  Nepetall.  Lavandula  2.  Sideritis9.  Mentha 
7.  Lamium  5.  Galopsis  1.  Betonica  3.  Stachys  11.  Mar- 
rubium  3.  Leonurus  2.  Phlomis  14  ;  one  of  which,  the  P.  Ita- 
lics, is  the  P.  purpurea  Lin.  Mellucella  3.  Clinopodium  1. 
Origanum  5.  Thymus  11.  Dracocephalum  4.  Melitis  1.  Oci- 
mum  10.  Scutellaria  2.  Attgiosperw* — Rhinanthus  3.  Euphra- 
sia 5.     Melampyrum  2.     Pedicularis  17.     Gerardia  3.  ,  Chelone 

1.  Gesneria7.  Anarrhinum  4.  Antirrhinum  29.  Martynia  1. 
Torenia  1.     Besleria  4.     Brunsfelsia  1.     Scrophularia  9.     Celsia 

2.  Hemimeris  2.  Digitalis  3.  Bignonia  35.  Citharexylum  3. 
Halleria  1  ;  the  H.  lucida  Lin.  Premna  1.  Lantana  7.  Cor- 
nutia  1.  Capraria  3.  Lindernia  2.  Bucknera  5.  Orobanche 
10.  Lippia  2.  Sesamum  2.  Mimulus  2.  Ruellia  22.  Bar- 
baria  2.  Valkameria  3.  Qerodendrum  3.  Thunbergia  1.  Vi- 
tex  6.  Amazonia  1.  Avicennia  1.  .Collumnia  1.  Acanthus  3. 
Melianthus  1. 

Tetradynamia.  3  Genera  have  been  added  to  this  class. 
Pugionium  1. ;  the  Bunias  cornuata  Lin.  Cakile  2  ;  the  one  is 
the  Bunias  Cakile,  and  the  other  the  Isatis  ^Egyptiaca  Lin. 

165  New  species  have  been  added  to  this  cla^s. 

SUiculosc — Myagrum  3.  Bunias  4.  Crambe4.  Isatis  1.  Subu- 
laria  1.  Draba  9.  Lepidium  9.  Thlapsi  1.  Cochlearia  3.  Ibe- 
ris  7.  Alyssum  12.  Peltaria  1.  Biscutella  4.  S'diquosa — Den- 
taria  4.  Cardamine  8.  Sisymbria  25.  Erisymum  8.  Chionan- 
thus  16.  Heliophila  3.  Hesperis  4.  Arabis  9.  Turritis  5. 
Brassica  12.     Sinapis  6.     Raphanus  4.     Cleoroe  2. 

Monadelphia.  10  New  genera  have  been  added  to  this 
class.  Triandria — Galaxia  3-,  the  G.  ovata  is  the  Ixia  galaxia 
Lin. ;  and  the  G.  graminaea  is  the  Ixia  fugacissima  of  Liu.  Pen- 
tandria — Erodium  5  ;  one  of  which,  viz.  E.  ciconium,  is 
the  Geranium  ciconium  Lin.  5  the  Erodium  moschatum,  is  the 
Geranium  moschatum  Lin. ;  and  the  E.  chium,  E.  guttatum, 
E.  glaucophylum,  E.  incarnatum,  E.  arduinum,  E.  malacoides, 
E.  maritimum,  belong  to  the  genus  Geranium  of  Lin.  with  the 
same  trivial  names.  Heptandria — Pelargonium  120 ;  one  cf  the 
two  genera  into  which  the  Geranium  was  divided,  the  Pelargo- 
nium, contains  81  new  species.  Octandria — Connarus  7.  The 
C  Asiaticus  is  the  C.  monocarpus  Lin. 

246  New  species  of  former  genera  have  been  added  to  this 
class.  Triandria — Sisyrinchium  6 ;  one  of  which,  the  S.  anceps, 
is  the  S.  Bermudiana  Lin.     Ferraria  2.     Pentandria — Waltheria 

3.  Hermannia  19.  Melochia  7.  Passiflora  19.  Decatidria — 
Hugonia  2.  Geranium  13.  Enneandria — Brownea  3.  Dodecan- 
^rip--Monsonia    2.       Helicteris   2.       Polyandria — Carolinia   1. 
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Bombax  2.  Sicta  7 ;  one  of  which,  the  S.  dioka  in  the  Syst. 
Veg.  is  the  Napaea  scabra,  and  in  the  Sp.  PL  the  Nap*a  dioica  5. 
and  the  S.  hastata,  is  the  variety  0  of  the  S.  cristata  Lin.  Ma- 
lachra  4.  Althaea  5.  Malva  28.  Lavatera  4.  Malope  2.  U- 
rina  5.  Gossypium  5.  Hybiscus  96.  Stuartia  1.  Gordonia  3. 
Camellia  1.     Gustavia  1. 

Diadelphia.  23  New  genera  have  been  added  to  this  class* 
Decandria — Amerimnum  5  ;  one  of  which,  the  A.  ebenus,  is  the 
Aspathulus  ebenus  of  Ltn.  Rudelphia  2 ;  one  of  them  is  the 
Erythrina  planisiliqua  Lin.  Lebeckia  8  ;  the  L.  contaminata,  se- 
piaria,  and  cytesoides,  are  of  the  Genus  Spartium,  with  the  same 
trivial  names.  Rafwia  14  $  four  of  which,  viz.  the  R.  perforata* 
amplexicaulis,  triflora,  and  opposita,  belong  to  the  Genus  Croto-* 
kria,  with  the  same  trivial  names.  Teramnus  2 ;  one  of  them  is 
the  Dolichos  uhcinatus  Lin.  Stylosanthus  5  ;  one  of  them,  the 
S.  procumbens,  is  the  Hedysarum  hamatum  Lin. ;  and  the  S.  eh- 
tk>r  is  the  Trifolium  triflorum  Lin.  Hallta  8;  one  of  which,  viz. 
the  H.  cordata,  is  the  Glycine  monophylla  Lin.  Dorycinium  5  ;' 
one,  the  D.  monspeliense,  is  the  Lotus  Lorycmium  Lin. 

754  New  Species  of  former  genera  have  been  added  to  this 
dass.  Hexandria — Fumaria  16;  one  of  which,  the  F.  Haleri,  is 
the'F.  bulbosa  Lin. ;  and  the  F.  parviflora  is  the  F.  spicata  Lin. 
Octandria— Polygata  39.  Securidaca  1.  Decandria — Nissolia  1. 
Dalkrgia  5.  Pterocarpus  3.  Erythrina  8.  Piscidia  2.  Borbo- 
flia2.  Spartium  11.  Genista  12.  Aspathulus  37.  Ulex  1. 
Amorpha  1.  Crotallaria  26.  Ortonis  41.  Anthyllis  8.  Lupi- 
nus9.  Phaseolufe4.  Dolichos  29.  Glycine  30.  Clitoria  1.  O- 
n>bus  2.  Lathyrus  16.  *  Vicia  25-  Ervum  1.  Liparia  7.  Cy- 
tisus  12.  Geoffiroya  2.  Rebinia  12.  Colutea  8.  Glycyrrhiza  £. 
Coronilia  11.  'Ornithopus  L  Hippocrepis  1.  Scorpiunis  1. 
iEschynomihe  4.  Hedysarum  59.  Indigofera  25.  Galega  23.' 
Pfkaea  5*  Astragalus  12  ;  one  of  them*  viz.  the  A.  poterium,  is* 
tile  variety  fi  of  the  A.  tragacantha  Un.  Psoralia  10.  Trifoli- 
um 25.     Lotus  12.    Trigonella  6.     Medicago  15. 

Poltadelfhta.  2  New  genera-  have  been  added  to  this  class. 
Dodicandria — Abroma  2  j  the  A.  augusta  is  the  Thefcbroma  au- 
gusta Lin.'  * 

64  New  species  have  been  added  to  this  class.  Decandria— 
Theobroma  1;  ^Icotandri* — Citms  2«  Melaleuca  4).  Pcfyattdri* 
— Symplocos-l.     Hypericum  49.    tA&yvjjrmV. 

Sykgbnesia.*  •  71  New  genera  have  been -added  to  this  classJ 
jBf  «*/&— Awopogon  4  ;  one,  the  A.  asper,^  is  the  Tragopogoi* 
aspetum  .Lin.  Helmintia  1 ;  the  Picris  echioides  Lin.  Rothia 
S  |  one,  viz.  the  R.  cheiranthifoha, "  the  Andr/ala  sinuata  of 
tfce  Sp.  PI.  and  die  variety  lof  the- Andryafta  integenifblia 
•r.        u    •  1  of 
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of  the  Svst,  Vtj, }  and  the  R.  ranciaata  b  the  Andryala  in» 
tegerrifolia  of  the  Syst.  Vec.     Hedypnois  5  ;    one  of  which* 
the  H.  monspeliensis,   is   the  Hyoseris  Hedypnois  Jin.;    and 
the  H.  Rhagadiloides  is  the  Hyoseris  rhagadiloides  tin.      Kii« 
gia  1 ;  the  Hyoseris  virginica  Lin.    Vernonia  4  j  of  which  the 
V.  przalta  and  V.  glauca  are  the  Serratula  praealta  and  glauca 
Lin.      The  V.janthelmintica  is  the  Conyza  anthelmintica  I#n. 
Liatris  8  ;  of  which  thte  ecariosa  and  spicata  are  the  Senatida 
acariosa  et  spicata  Lin.    Acama  7  ;  one  of  them,  the  A.  gum* 
xnifera,  is  the  Atractyiis  gummifera  Lin.  i  and  the  A.  cancellata 
is  the  Atractyiis  cancellata  Lin.     Onoseris  2  j  the  one  is  the  A- 
tractylis  purpureata,  and  the  other  A.  Alexicana  Lin.;  the  sped* 
fie  names  of  which  have  not  been  changed;     Stohcea  9.    The  S. 
atxractyloides  i$  the  Carlina  attractyloides  Lin.   Laviraa  2$  the  one* 
viz.  the  decumbens,  is  the  Coluta  verbesina  Lin. )  and  the  other 
the  verbesina  Lav  in  i a  Lin.    Kleinta  4 ;  of  which  the  K.  pfcfrophy  If 
lum  is  the  Cacalia  perophyilun*  Li».  j  and  the  {£.  pufruticosa  is 
the  Cacalia  sufiruticosa  Lin.     Mikania  14  ;  of  which  fat  Jfi:  cor* 
diflora,  and  the  laurifojia  are  the  Catajia  coffdiflora  et  Jaorifolia 
Lin. ;  the  rest  are  of  the  Genus  Eupatorium,  with  his  own  de- 
scriptions, except  one,  via.  the  chenopodifolia,  which  is  a  hew 
species.     Balsam ita  4 ;  one  of  which,  the  B.  vityata,  is  tfi£  G> 
tula  grandis  Lin.     &//7^r/?^x-Elychry8unj  %5\  16  of  which  are 
of  the  Genus  Xeranthemum,  with  the  same  trivial  iframes*     Frufr 
iranea — Lapeirousia  1,  the  Osmite*  calycina  of  Lin*     Didelta  %  \ 
the  one,  viz.  the  carnosa,  is  the  Plymma  carnosa,  and  the  other 
is  the  spinosa  of  the  same  genus.     Mussinia  6  ;  ope  of  w]Uch» 
the  M.  uniAora,  is  jhe  Gorteria  uniAora  Lin.    Berdthtya  $Q  |  of 
which,  the  B.  incana  is  the  Gorteria  fruticosa  of  .the  Sp.  Pk ;  and 
the  Atractyiis  fruticosa  of  the  6yst.  Veg.  )  and  the  Gorteria  as- 
teroides  of  the. Lin.  Suppl.   The  B.  obovata  is  the  Gorteria  spinosa 
Ian. ;  the  B.  squarrosa  is  the  Gorteria  squarrosa  Lin.  j  the  Bi 
cetosa,  ciliaris,  and  hispida,  are  the  Gorteria  cfctoaa,  ctliaris,  and 
hispida  Lin.  \  the  B.  carHnoidcs  and  the  cynaroides  are  the  Gor* 
teria  harbtta  and  herbapea  IM.     Scgrevxt*— £rc*era  1  \  -the  Car- 
thamus  corymbosus  Lin.  Rolagcfaa  1  j  the  Tkhwpp^fruticosua  lis* 
1 1 68  New  species  of  former  genera  have  been  added.    JBgunik— 
Tragopogon  5.    Scorsonera  81.    Sonchus  18.    Lactuca  IS ;  one 
of  them,  the  L.  crispa,  is  the  variety  y  of  the  JL  sativa  of  Lin. 
Prenanthes  t\  ;  one,  the  P.  rubicunda,  is  the  variety  A  of  the 
Preoamhes  alba  Lin;    Liomodon  4.    Asparria  1L    Thrincia  1. 
Picris  4.     Hieraciuip  38.     Cropis  30 ;  qf  wjftidn  the  C  tcariosa 
is  the  variety  fi  fcf  the  C.  vernicaria  Lin.  j  and  the  C.  sprengeri- 
ana  is  the  Hieraciuna  spreneeriajiom  Lin.    .Andryala  4.    Hyos** 
ris  5  j  one  of  wlwch,  the  H.  prenaiKhpides,  was  the  Tragppegttt 
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Virginiram  Lin.  Hypocftoeris  2.  Lapsana  2.  Oataaanche  1. 
Cichorium  2.  Scolymtts  1.  Arctium  1,  the  variety  £  of  the  A. 
lappa  Lin.  Serraitla  2 1 ;  one  of  which,  the  S.  discolor,  is  the 
variety  £  and  y  of  the  8.  alpina  Lin.  Carduus  16*  Cnicus  27. 
Onopordum  5.  Cynara  4.  Carlma  5.  Atractylis  1.  Cartha- 
mus  7.  Spilanthes  3*  Bidens  7.  Cacalia  15.  Ethulia2.  Eu- 
patorium  42.  Kuhaia  1*  Ageratum  1.  Pteronea  10.  Stxhi- 
lina  2.  Chrysocoma  6.  Tarchonanrhus  2.  Calea  3.  SantolU 
na  3  ;  one  of  which,  the  S.  virides,  is  the  variety  y  of  the  S.  ros- 
raarinifolia.  Athanasia  5.  &uperfiua — Tanacetum  9.  Artemi- 
sia 4H.  Gnaphakum  84.  Xeraothemum  2 ;  one,  via*  the  X* 
inapertum,  is  the  variety  &  of  the  X.  annum,  and  the  X.  Orien- 
tale  the  y  of  annum  of  Lin.  Baccharis  6-  Conyza  62.  Erigt-* 
geron  19.  Tussilago  13  ;  one  of  which,  the  T.  lyrata,  is  the  va- 
riety fi  of  the  T.  anandria  Lin. ;  another,  the  T.  albicans,  is  the 
JLeontidon  tomentosum  Lin. ;  and  the  T.  discolor  is  the  variety  /& 
of  the  T.  alpina  Lin.  Senecio  70.  Aster  63.  Solidago  27. 
Mutesia  10.  Cineraria  32;  of  which,  the  campeatiis  and  longi- 
folia  are  the  varieties  £  of  the  C.  integerrtfolia,  and  the  3  of  the 
C.  alpina  Lin.  Inula  9»  Arnica  14.  Deronicum  4.  Perdici- 
urn  8.  Helenium  2.  Bellis  L  Tagetes  5.  Pectis  2.  Ley- 
•era  7.  Zinnia  3.  Chrysanthemum  18.  Pyrethrum  16.  Cotu- 
la  10.  Anacylus  1.  Anthemis.  20.  Achillea  29.  Amelias  2* 
Eclipta  S.  Siegesbeckia  2.  Verbosina  7 ;  one  of  them,  the  V.  mu- 
tica,  is  the  anthernU  Americana  Liru  Buphthalmum  9.  JFrustra- 
mea— Helianthus  9.  Rudbeckia  4*  Coreopsis  16*  Qsmites  J. 
Gorteria  4.  Centaurea  56  >  one  of  which,,  the  C.  suaveolens,  is 
the  variety  £  of  the  C.  moschata  Lin.  NtcessarU — Milleria  2r 
Silphimn  5.  Melampodium  1.  Unxia  1.  Calendula  16.  Arc* 
totis4&  Osteospermum  3.  Othona  9.  Hippia  L  Eriocepha* 
Ian  1.  Iva  2.  Segvsgat* — Elephantopus  4.  Oedera  1.  Echt* 
ttpe  2,    Stoebe  8. 

Gvkandria.  20  New  genera  have  been  added  to  this  class. 
Monmndri*—  Habenaria  2  ;  one  of  which,  viz*  the  H*  macrocera- 
filk,  is  the  Orchis  habenaria  Lin.  Pterygodium  Q  v  five  of  which, 
the  alatum,  catholicum,  .volacris,  caffrun*,  atralum,  were  formerly 
ef  die  genua  Ophrys  Lin.  with  the  same  trivial  names.  Disperis 
S$  two  of  which,  the  capensis  and  villesa,  were  of  the  genus 
Arethusa,  with  the  same  trivial  names ;  and  one,  the  secunda, 
formerly  Ophrya  circumflexa  Lin*  Corycium  4  ;  one,  the  ora- 
ionchoides,  formerly  the  satyrium  orahanchoides  of  Liru  Neotia 
}5i  twp  of  which,  the  spiralis  and  rcpens,  were  formerly  the 
Ophrys  spiralis,  and  satyrium  repens  Lin.  Epipactis  14 ;  of 
.which,,  the  latifolta  was  the  Serapias  htifojia  in  the  SysU  Vcg.  f 
4uad  ja  the  Sp.Pl.  t)ie  variety  #  ol  the  Serapifts  Heileborine.    The 
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palustris  is  the  Serapias  Iongifolia  of  the  Syst.  Veg.*;  and  in  the 
Sp.  PI.  the  variety  y  of  the  Iongifolia.'  *  The  pallens;  is  die  Sera- 
pias grandiflora  in  the  Syst.  Veg. ;  and  iit  the  Suppl.  the  Serapias 
Lonchephyllum,  the  Ensifolia  in  the  Suppl.,  is  the  S.  xyphephyl-*' 
Ium,  and  the  variety  /8  of  the  S.  grandiflora  in  the  Syst.  Veg.  The* 
rubra  is  the  S.  rubra  Lin. ;  the  Nidus  avis  is  the  Ophrys  Nidus  avi9 
Lin.;  the  ovata,  cordata,  and  camtschatia  are  of  the  genus  Ophrys, 
with  the  same  trivial  names.  Malaxis  13.  The  rhonophyllus, 
palludosa,  liliifoha,  and  lococtii,  were  formerly  of  the  genus  Ophrys 
of  Lin.  with  the  same  trivial  names  ;  and  the  caudata,  which  is 
the  Epidendrum  taudatum  Lin.  Cymbidium  61.  The  cocci- 
neum,  Hneare,  nodosum,  scriptum,  cucullatum,  alcifoJium,  ova-' 
turn,  guttatum,  juncifolium,  furvum,tenuifolium,  pusillum,  and 
ensifolium,  were  formerly  of  the  genus  Epidendrum  with  th£ 
same  trivial  names ;  the  pulchellum  and  altum  are  the  Limodo- 
rum  tuberosum  and  altum  Lin.  The  giganteum,  tubulare,  pedi-» 
cellatum,  "and  aculeatum,  were  formerly  of  the  eenus  Satyrium, 
with  the  same  trivial  names  ;  the  Corallorhizon,  formerly  Ophrys 
Corallorhizon  Lin.  Vanilla  3 ;  the  Arontatica  and  Atigustifolia, 
formerly  Epidendrum  vanHIa,  and  the  variety  £  of  the  same. 
Aerides  7 ;  the  retusum  and  arachnites,  formerly  the  Epiden- 
drum retusum  and  Flos  aeris  of  Lin.  Dendrobium  25 ;  of  which 
the  carinatrumi  graminifolium,  ruscifolium  and  moniliforme,  were 
formerly  of  the  genus  Epidendrum,  with  the  same  trivia!  names. 
Stelis  9i  Ophioglossoides,  the  Epidendrum  ophioglossoides  Lin* 
Styfidium  3.  * 

Diandria.  145  New  species  have  been  added  to  this  class. 
Orchis  40 ;  of  which,  the  tephrosonanthes  variegata  and  fusca, 
were  the  Orchis  militaris,  the  variety  y  of  the  Orchis  militaris,  and 
the  fi  and  i  of  the  same.  Disa  12.  Satyrium  8.  Ophrys  14* 
Serapias  1;  Arethusa  2.  Epidendrum  20.  Limodorum  19# 
Diandria — Cipripedium  9 ;  of  which  the  pubescens,  spectabile} 
and  guttatum  were  the  varieties  £,  y,  and  i  of  the  C.  calceoius 
Lin.     Gunnera  2.     Aristolochia. 

Monoecia.  41  New  Genera  have  been  added  to  this  class; 
Triaridria — Zeugites  1,  the  Apluda  Americanus  Lin.  Scleria  25$ 
of  which,  the  S.  Hagellum  is  the  C&rex  lithospermum  Lin. 
Comptonia  1,  the  Liquidambar  asplenifolium  Lin.  Tttandrid— 
Empleurum  1,  the  Diosma  unicapsularis  Lin.  Bochmerial2> 
the  cylindrica,  spicata,  alienata,  interrupta,  rubescens,  were  former- 
ly the  Utrica  cylindrica,  spicata,  alienata,  interrupta  and  arbore* 
.Lhi.  -,  and  the  B.  ramiflora  is  the  Caturus  ramiftortrs  Lin.  Diotis 
1  ;  theAxyris  ceratoides  Lin.  Pentandria — Franseria  2  $  onedf 
them,  viz.  artemisioides,  the  Xanthium  fruticosum  Lin.  //<** 
andria — Bactris-2  ;  one  of  which*  fhe  mhiorj  is  tlfe  Cocos  gHifla*- 
sis  Lin.     Polyandria — Castanea  2  •,  the  one  the  Fagus  castaneaf 
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and  the  other  the  F.  pumila  Lin.  Caladium  15  ;  of  which,  the 
C.  ovatum,  esculentum,  sagittifolium,  seguinum  and  auritum,  are 
species  of  the  genus  Arum  of  Lin.,  with  the  same  trivial  names; 
Monadelphia — Sapium  3 ;  the  aucuparium  and  ilieifolium  are  the 
Hippomane  biglandulosa  and  spinosa  Lin; 

640  New  species  have  been  added  to  this  class*  Monandria— 
CynomoriumS.  Ambrosinial.  ZosteraS.  Chara5.  Artocar- 
pus  2.  Casuarina  4.  Diandric* — Lemna  1.  Triandria — Typha 
2.  Sparganium  1.  Zea  1,  Tripsacum  2.  Coax  2.  Qlyra  2. 
Carex  61.  Tragia  8.  Tetrandria — Najas  1.  Sicca  1.  Alnus  3. 
Buxus  I.  Uretica  49.  Morus  2.  Pentandria — Xantheum  1. 
Umbrosia5.  Amaranthus  10.  Hexandria — Zizania  3.  Pfcarus 
2.  Guettarda5«  Cocos4.  Pol$andria~- Myriaphyllum  3.  Sagit- 
taria  5.  Begonia  2 1  j  one  of  whicb>  the  rotundifolia,  is  the  variety 
of  the  B.  obliqua  Lin.  Poterium  3.  Quercus  59,  of  which  thef 
virens  is  the  variety  fi  of  the  Q.  phellus  Lin.  Juglans  6.  Fa- 
gus  2.  Betula  11.  Carpinus  2.  Corylus  3.  Platinus  2.  Li- 
quidambar  1.  Arum  8.  Caryota  1.  Monadelphia — Pinus  23* 
Thuja  1.  Cupressus  2.  Plukenetia  1.  Dalechampia  9.  Aca* 
lypha  32.  Croton  52.  Jatropha  10.  Ricinus  8.  Agyncja  2. 
Phy  Han  thus  31.  Stillingia  1.  Areca  9.  Trichosanthes  7.  Mom 
mordica  5.     Cucurbita  7.    Cucumis  4.    Bryonia  22.    Sycyos  2< 

From  the  judgment  and  accuracy  displayed  by  M.  Willdenow* 
in  the  part  of  the  Species  Plantarum  which  has  already  been  pub- 
lished, we  are  persuaded  that  the  Botanical  World  will  expect 
with  impatience  the  other  Three  Classes  that  are  wanting  to  com* 
^>lete  the  system. 


Art.  VI.  The  Travels  ofBertrandon  de  la  Brocquthrey  First  Esquire* 
Carver  to  Philip  le  Bon,  Duke  of  Burgundy,  during  the  Tears 
1432,  1433.  Translated  from  the  French,  by  Thomas  Johnes 
Esq. 

Tn  the  year  1432,  many  great  Lords  in  the  dominions  of  Bur- 
*  gundy,  and  holding  offices  under  Duke  Philip  le  Bon,  made 
a  pilgrimage  to  Jerusalem.  Among  them  was  his  first  esquire 
carver  La  Brocqui&re,  who,  having  performed  many  devout  pil- 
grimages in  Palestine,  returned  sick  to  Jerusalem,  and,  during 
his  convalescencey  formed  the  bold  scheme  of  returning  to  France 
over  land.  This  led  him  to  traverse  the  western  parts  of  Asia, 
and  eastern  Europe  ;  and,  during  the  whole  journey,  except  to- 
wards the  end  of  it,  he  passed  through  the  dominions  of  the 
Mussulman.  The  execution  of  such  a  journey,  even  at  this  day, 
would  not  be  without  difficulty  ;  and  it  was  then  thought  to  be 
VQjUX.  MO.  20.  X  impossible. 
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impossible.  It  was  in  vain  that  his  companions  attempted  to  4*. 
suade  him  ;  he  was  obstinate  ;  and,  setting  out,  overcame  every 
obstacle  5  returned  in  the  course  of  the  year  143d.  and  presented 
himself  to  the  Duke  in  his  Saracen  dress,  and  on  the  horse  which 
had  carried  him  during  the  whole  of  his  journey.  The  Duke,  after 
the  fashion  of  great  people,  conceiving  that  the  glory  of  his  esauire- 
carver  was  his  own,  caused  the  work  to  be  printed  and  published. 

The  following  is  a  brief  extract  of  this  valiant  person's  pere- 
grinations. (  After  performing  the  customary  pilgrimages,  we 
went  *  says  La  Brocquiere  '  to  the  mountain  where  Jesus  fasted 
forty  days  ;  to  Jordan,  where  he  was  baptized  ;  to  the  church  of 
St  Martna,  where  Lazarus  was  raised  from  the  dead ;  to  Beth- 
lehem,  where  he  was  born ;  to  the  birth-place  of  St  John  the 
Baptist ;  to  the  house  of  Zachariah ;  and,  lastly,  to  the  holy 
cross,  where  the  tree  grew  that  formed  the  real  cross.  *  From 
Jerusalem  the  first  gentleman-carver  betook  himself  to  Mount 
Sinai,  Twiying  pretty  handsomely  to  the  Saracens  for  that  prm» 
lege.  These  infidels  do  not  appear  to  have  ever  prevented  the 
Christian  pilgrims  from  indulging  their^curiosity  and  devotion  in 
visiting  the  most  interesting  evangelical  objects  in  the  Holy  Land  j 
but,  after  charging  a  good  round  price  for  this  gratification,  con- 
tented themselves  with  occasionally  kicking  them,  and  spitting 
upon  them.  In  his  way  to  Mount  Sinai,  the  esquire-carver  pass- 
ed through  the  Valley  of  Hebron,  where,  he  tells  us,  Adam  was 
created ;  and  from  thence  to  Gaza,  where  they  showed  him  the 
columns  of  the  building  which  Samson  pulled  down ;  though)  of 
the  identity  of  the  building,  the  esquire  seems  to  entertain  some 
doubts.  At  Gaza  five  of  his  companions  fell  sick,  and  returned 
to  Jerusalem.  The  second  day's  journey  in  the  desert  the  carver 
fell  ill  also, — returned  to  Gaza,  where  ne  was  cured  by  a  Sama- 
ritan,— and,  finding  his  way  back  to  Jerusalem,  hired  some  plea- 
sant lodgings  on  Mount  Siop. 

Before  he  proceeded  on  his  grand  expedition  over  land,  he  un- 
dertook a  little  expedition  to  Nazareth,  hearing,  first  of  all,  divine 
service  at  the  Cordeliers,  and  imploring,  at  the  tomb  of  our  Ladyf 
her  protection  for  his  journey.  From  Jerusalem  their  first  stage 
was  Acre,  where  thev  gave  up  their  intended  expedition,  and 
repaired  to  Baruth,  whence  Sir  Samson  de  Lalaing  and  the  au- 
thor sallied  afresh,  under  better  auspices,  to  Damascus.  He 
speaks  with  great  pleasure  of  the  valley  where  Noah  built  the 
ark,  through' which  valley  he  passed  in  his  way  to  Damascus  j 
upon  entering  which  town  he  was  knocked  down  by  a  Saracen 
for  wearing  an  ugly  hat,— as  he  probably  would  be  in  London 
for  the  same  offence  in  the  year  1807.  At  Damascus,  he  in- 
forms us,  the  Christians  are  locked  up  every  night,— as  they  are 
in  English  work-houses,  night  and  day,  when  <they  happen  to  be 
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poor.  The  greatest  misfortune  attendant  upon  this  Damascene 
incarceration,  is  the  extreme  irregularity  with  which  the  doors 
are  opened  in  the  morning,  their  janitor  haying  no  certain  hour 
of  quitting  his  bed.  At  Damascus,  he  saw  the  place  where  St 
Paul  had  a  vision.  c  I  saw  also '  says  he  *  the  stone  from  which 
St  George  mounted  his  horse,  when  he  went  to  combat  the  dra- 
gon. It  is  two  feet  square ;  and  they  say  that,  when  formerly 
3ie  Saracens  attempted  to  carry  it  away,  in  spite  of  all  the  strength 
they  employed,  they  could  not  succeed. '  After  having  seen 
Damascus,  he  returns  with  Sir  Samson  to  Baruth ;  and  commu- 
nicates his  intentions  of  returning  over  land  to  France  to  his  com- 
panions. They  state  to  him  the  astonishing  difficulties  he  will 
flare  to  overcome  in  the  execution  of  so  extraordinary  a  project ; 
but  the  admirable  carver,  determined  to  make  no  bones,  and  to 
cut  his  way  through  every  obstacle,  persists  in  his  scheme,  and 
bids  them  a  final  adieu.  He  is  determined,  however,  not  to  be 
baffled  in  his  subordinate  expedition  to  Nazareth  $  and,  having 
now  got  rid  of  his  timid  companions,  accomplishes  it  with  ease. 
We  wall  here  present  our  readers  with  an  extract  from  this  pan 
of  his  journal,  requesting  them  to  admire  the  naif  manner  in 
which  he  speaks  of  the  vestiges  of  ecclesiastical  history. 

*  Acre,  though  in  a  plain  of  about  four  leagues  in  extent,  is  fur- 
rounded  on  three  (ides  by  mountains,  and  on  the  fourth  by  the  fea.  I 
made  acquaintance  there  with  a  Venetian  merchant  called  Aubert  Franc, 
who  received  me  well,  and  procured  me  much  ufeful  information  re- 
fpedliog  my  two  pilgrimages,  by  which  I  profited.  With  the  aid  of  his 
advice,  I  took  the  road  to  Nazareth,  and,  having  eroded  an  extenfive 
plain,  came  to  the  fountain,  the  water  of  which  our  Lord  changed  into 
wine  at  the  marriage  of  Arcbe'trlclin  :  it  is  near  a  village  where  St  Pe- 
ter is  faid  to  have  been  bom. 

«  Nazareth  is  another  large  village,  built  between  two  mountains  ; 
but  the  place  where  the  angel  Gabriel  came  to  announce  to  the  virgin 
Mary,  that  me  would  be  a  mother,  is  in  a  pitiful  date.  The  church 
hat  had  been  there  built  is  entirely  deftroyed ;  and  of  the  houfe  where- 
in our  Lady  was  when  the  angel  appeared  to  her,  not  the  fmalleft  rem- 
nant exifls. 

*  From  Nazareth  I  went  to  Mount  Tabor,  the  place  where  the 
transfiguration  of  our  Lord,  and  many  other  miracles,  took  effect. 
Thefe  paflurages  attract  the  Arabs  who  come  thither  with  their  beafts  ; 
and  I  was  forced  to  engage  four  additional  men  as  an  escort,  two  of 
whom  were  Arabs.  The  accent  of  the  mountain  is  rugged,  becaufe 
there  is  no  road  :  I  performed  it  on  the  back  of  a  mute,  but  it  took  me 
two  hours.  The  fummit  is  terminated  by  an  almoft  circular  plain  of 
about  two  bow-(hots  in  length,  and  one  in  width. .  It  was  formerly  en- 
clofed  with  walls,  the  ruins  of  which,  and  the  ditches,  are  dill  vifibb  : 
wkhin  the  wall,  and  around  it,  were  feveral  churches,  and  one  cfpec  i- 
ally,  where,  although  in  ruins,  full  pardon-for  vice  aud  fin  is  gained. 
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«  We  went  to  lodge  at  Samaria,  becaufe  I  wi/hed  to  fee  tile  lake  of 
Tiberias,  where,  it  is  faid,  St  Peter  was  accuftomed  to  fifh  ;  and,  by  fo 
doing,  fome  pardons  may  be  gained,  for  it  was  the  ember-week  of  Sep- 
tember. The  Moucre  left  me  to  myfelf  the  whole  day.  Samaria  is  £• 
taated  on  the  extremity  of  a  mountain.  We  entered  it  at  the  clofe  of 
day,  and  left  it  at  midnight  to  vifit  the  lake.  The  Moucre  had  pro- 
pofed  this  hour  to  evade  the  tribute  exa&ed  from  all  who  go  thither; 
but  the  night  hindered  me  from  feeing  the  furrounding  country. 

«  I  went  firft  to  Jofeph's  well,  fo  called  from  his  being  caft  into  it 
by  his  brethren.  There  is  a  handfome  mofque  near  it,  which  I  enter- 
ed,  with  my  Moucre,  pretending  to  be  a  Saracen. 

*  Further  on  is  a  done  bridge  over  the  Jordan,  called  Jacob's  Bridge, 
on  account  of  a  houfe  hard  by,  faid  to  have  been  the  refidence  of  that 
patriarch.  The  river  flows  from  a  great  lake  fituated  at  the  foot  of  a 
mountain  to  the  north-weft,  on  which  Namcardin  has  a  very  handfome- 
caftle.  *     p.  122—128. 

From  Damascus,  to  which  he  returns  after  his  expedition  to  Na- 
zareth, the  first  carver  of  Philip  le  Bon  sets  out  with  the  caia* 
van  for  Bursa.  Before  he  begins  upon  his  journey,  he  expatiates 
with  much  satisfaction  upon  the  admirable  method  of  shoeing 
horses  at  Damascus, — a  panegyric  which  certainly  gives  m  th* 
lowest  ideas  of  that  art  in  the  reign  of  Philip  le  Bon  j  for  it  ap- 
pears that,  out  of  fifty  days,  his  horse  was  lame  for  twenty-one,  ow- 
ing to  this  ingenious  metnod  of  shoeing.  As  a  mark  of  gratitude  to 
the  leader  of  the  caravan,  the  esquire  presents  him  with  a  pot  of 
green  ginger ;  and  the  caravan  proceeds.  Before  it  has  advanced 
one  day's  joufney,  the  esquire,  however,  deviates  from  the  road, 
to  pay  his  devoirs  to  a  miraculous  image  of  our  Lady  of  Serde- 
nay,  which  always  sweats, — not  ordinary  sudorific  matter, — but 
an  oil  of  great  ecclesiastical  efficacy.  While  travelling  with  the 
caravan,  he  learnt  to  sit  cross-legged,  got  drunk  privately,  and 
was  nearly  murdered  by  some  Saracens,  who  discovered  that  he 
had  money.  In  some  parts  of  Syria,  Mr  de  la  Brocquiere  met 
with  an  opinion,  which  must  have  been  extremely  favourable  to 
the  spirit  of  proselytism,  in  so  very  hot  a  country, — an  opinion 
that  the  infidels  have  a  very  bad  smell,  and  that  this  is  only  to  be 
removed  by  baptism.  But  as  the  baptism  was  according  to  the 
Creek  ritual,  by  total  immersion,  Bertrandon  seems  to  have  a 
distant  suspicion  that  this  miracle  may  be  resolved  into  the  sim- 
ple phenomenon  of  washing.  He  speaks  well  of  the  Turks,  and 
represents  them,  to  our  surprise,  as  a  very  gay,  laughing  people. 
We  thought  Turkish  gravity  had  been  almost  proverbial.  The 
natives  of  the  countries  through  which  he  passed  pray  (he  says) 
for  the  conversion  of  Christians,  and  especially  request  that 
there  may  be  never  sent  among  them  again  such  another  terrible 
man  as  Godfrey  of  Boulogne.    At  Couhongue  die  caravan  broke 

upi 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


it/ft.  DelaBrocqUtere,  Trx&ltfrom  P«lt3ineK  $3$ 

Op ;  and  here  he  quited  a  Mamaluke  soldier,  who  had  kept  him 
company  during  the  wKole  of  the  journey,  and  to  whose  courage 
and  fidelity  Europe,  Philip  le  Bon,  and  Mr  Johnes  of  Hafod,  are 
principally  indebted  for  the  preservation  of  the  first  esquire-carver. 

'  I  bade  adieu*  he  fays  *  tomy  Mameluke.  This  good  man,  whofe  name 
was  Mohammed,  had  done  me  innumerable  fervices.  He  was  very  charit- 
able, and  never  refufed  alms  when  afked  in  the  name  of  God.  It  was 
through  chanty  he  had  been  fo  kind  to  me  ;  and  I  mull  confefs  that, 
without  his  affiftance,  I  could  not  have  performed  my  journey  without 
incurring  the  greateft  danger ;  and  that,  had  it  not  been  for  his  kind* 
neb,  I  mould  often  have  been  expofed  to  cold  and  hunger,  and  much 
embarrafled  with  my  horfe. 

'  On  taking  leave  of  him,  I  was  defirous  of  mewing  my  gratitude  ; 
but  he  would  never  accept  of  any  thin?  except  a  piece  of  our  fine  Eu# 
ropean  cloth  to  cover  his  head,  which  teemed  to  pleafe  him  much.  He 
told  me  all  the  occafions  that  had  come  to  his  knowledge,  on  which,  if 
it  had  not  been  for  him,  I  mould  have '  run  rifks  of  being  aflafiinated, 
tod  warned  me  to  be  very  chxumfpe&  in  my  connexions  with  the  Sara- 
cens, for  that  there  were  among  them  fame  as  wicked  as  the  Franks. 
I  write  this  to  recal  to  my  reader's  memory,  that  the  perfon  who,  from 
his  love  to  God,  did  me  fo  many  and  eiTential  kindnefies,  was  a  man 
not  of  our  faith.  *     p.  196,  197* 

For  the  rest  of  die  journey,  he  travelled  with  the  family  of 
the  leader  of  the  caravan,  without  any  occurrence  more  remark- 
able than  those  we  have  already  noticed  ; — arrived  at  Constanti- 
nople, and  passed  through  Germany  to  the  court  of  Philip  le 
Bon.  Here  his  narrative  concludes  ;  nor  does  the  carver  vouch- 
safe to  inform  us  of  the  changes  which  time  had  made  in  the  ap- 
petite of  that  great  prince ; — whether  veal  was  now  more,  pleas* 
ing  to  him  .than  lamb, — if  his  favourite  morsels  were  still  in  re- 

3uest,— if  animal  succulence  were  as  grateful  to  him  as  before 
le  departure  of  the  carver,— or  if  this  semi-sanguineous  partiality 
had  given  way  to  a  taste  for  cinereous  and  terrefied  meats.  "  All 
these  things  tne  first  esquire-carver  might  have  said ; — none  of 
them  he  does  say  *,  nor  does  Mr  Johnes  of  Hafod  supply,  by  any 
antiquarian  conjectures  of  his  own,  the  distressing  silence  of  the 
original.  Saving  such  omissions,  there  is  something  pleasant  in 
the  narrative  of  this  arch-divider  of  fowls.  He  is  an  honest,  brave, 
liberal  man ;  and  tells  his  singular  story  with  great  brevity  and 

Jlainness.     We  are  obliged  to  Mr  Johnes  for  the  amusement 
e  has  afforded  us  5  and  we  hope  he  will  persevere  in  hrs  gen* 
jlemanlike,  honourable,  and  useful  occupations. 

> 
Y  3  Art. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


454  Considerations  on  the  Trad*  m&S  htiuu  Ttfly 

Art.  VII.  Considerations  upon  the  Trade  with  India  ,•  and  the  Pt* 
licy  of  continuing  the  Compamfs  Monopoly.  4to.  pp.  160.  Loft- 
don.     1807. 

Practical  men  usually  object  less  to  the  principles  of  philoso- 
phers, than  to  their  application  of  those  principles.  A  just 
hypothesis  has  a  wonderful  property  of  being  acceptable  to  man- 
kind so  long  as  it  remains  quiescent ;  and  it  is  only  when  the  ma- 
chine begins  to  worh9  that  it  experiences  the  difficulties  of  resist- 
ance and  collision.  Strange,  that  general  rules  should  be  con- 
ceived to  have  any  other  use,  than  that  of  being  applicable  to  par- 
ticular cases ! 

At  the  same  time,  it  is  notorious,  that  there  may  be  a  philoso- 
phical, as  well  as  a  popular  bigotry.  Philosophers  are  apt  to 
make  too  little  account  of  those  limitations  under  which  alone 
general  rules  can  be  adapted  to  the  various  and  innumerable  exi- 
gencies of  conduct.  The  minute  specialties  which  distinguish 
every,  thing  from  its  like,  and  which  are  properly  overlooked  in 
forming  generic  propositions,  ought  to  be  most  scrupulously  kept 
in  view  when  those  propositions  come  to  be  acted  upon  in  life. 
Hence,  perhaps,  it  arises,  that  minds  accustomed  to  classify  and 
generalize,  are  not  always  the  fittest  for  turning  to  use  their  own 
observations.  Besides  this,  the  habit  of  surveying  things  in  the 
gross,  is  apt  to  be  allied  with  a  certain  fearlessness  of  consequen- 
ces, and  a  disposition  to  hold  cheap  the  risks  to  which  all  changes 
are  liable  from  unforeseen  circumstances.*  Chance  and  change, 
indeed,  are  as  closely  associated  in  nature,  as  in  the  sayings  of  the 
wise  ;  nor  ought  we  to  stifle  that  instinctive  love  to  'whatever  is, 
that  animal  horror  of  innovation,  which  seems  bestowed  upon 
us,  as  a  most  suitable  accompaniment  for  our  limited  capacity  of 
foresight. 

Whoever  considers,  that  the  old  mercantile  theory  is  now,  in 
speculation,  completely  exploded,  and  then  reflects  how  small  an 
effect,  comparatively  speaking,  so  great  a  change  of  doctrine  has 
produced  on  the  conduct  of  the  commercial  world,  will  allowj 
that  the  attachment  of  practical  men  to  philosophical  principles, 
is,  in  a  great  measure,  of  the  Platonic  kind.  Wboever  recollects, 
on  the  other  side,  that  so  sagacious  and  cautious  a  reformer  as 
Hume,  was  more  than  inclined  to  number  our  whole  system  of 
banks  and  paper-credit,  among  the  wretched  devices  of  the  theory 
just  mentioned,  *  and  to  recommend  the  abolition  of  this  system, 

will 
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*  Bffays  on  Money — Balance  of  Trade — Public  Credit. 
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will  allow;  that  the  wisest  philosopher  may  build  on  too  narrow 
a  foundation  of  general  principles. 

How,  then,  are  we  to  draw  the  line  between  popular  and  phi- 
losophical bigotry  ?  If  a  practical  rule  be  required  for  the  pur 
pose,  a  very  simple  one  seems  to  result  from  the  very  state-  of  the 
case*  We  should  say  to  the  men  of  practice  and  the  men  of  phi- 
losophy) Hinc  vos,  vos  hinc,  mutatis  discedite  partibus.  Let  them, 
acting  in  the  spirit  of  the  golden  rule  of  morals,  respectively 
change  places.  We  do  not  mean,  in  point  of  fact; — that  would  be 
a  most  melancholy  exchange  for  the  men  of  business ; — but  in  ima- 

{ filiation.  When  the  question  for  example,  is,  how  far  a  particu- 
ar  part  of  our  commercial  policy  is  to  be  governed  by  any  given 
principle  which  is  admitted  to  be  of  general  application  in  poli- 
tical economy,  let  the  practical  merchant,  whose  prejudices  may 
require  a  departure  in  the  specific  instance  from  the  general  rule, 
begin  with  fixing  his  eyes  rather  on  the  authority  of  the  rule  than  on 
its  liability  to  exceptions ;  and  reason  rather  downwards  from  the 
principle  to  its  consequences,  than  upwards  from  the  consequen- 
ces against  the  principle*  Let  him  act  the  part  of  wit  rather  than 
of  judgment,  if  we  are  truly  told,  that  the  former  consists  in  disk 
covering  likenesses,  and  the  latter  in  finding  out  differences. 
Thus,  will  he  debar  his  passions  from  the  exercise  of  their  favou- 
rite calling, — that  of  running  away  with  his  reason.  On  the  same 
occasion,  let  the  philosopher  candidly  examine,  whether  the  case 
before  him  may  not  successfully  claim  the  rare  honour,  of  being 
governed  by  a  separate  jurisdiction  of  its  own.  *  Let  him  endeavour 
to  discover  in  it, — not  indeed  points  to  which  a  sophistical  advo- 
cate may  attach ( the  thread  of  his  verbosity/ — but  grounds  on  which 
philosophical  scepticism  may  make  something  of  a  fair  stand.  Let 
nim  then  reconsider  his  general  principle,  and  observe  whether  it 
has  not  been  commonly  laid  down  with  too  much  latitude,  and 
reasoned  from  with  too  little  discrimination.  Finally,  let  him 
add  to  his  account  an  item,  of  what  may  be  called  unspecified 
sundries > — an  allowance  for  the  general  hazard  which  attends  all 
change,  as  such.  Thus  will  he  prevent  the  occurrence  of  a  phe- 
nomenon peculiar  to  men  of  his  profession, — that  of  having  his 
reason  run  away  with  his  passions  and  natural  impressions* 

The  practical  rule  which  we  have  just  delivered,  seems  to  us 
so  simple  and  excellent,  that  we  feel  quite  certain  of  its  being 
approved  by  all,  and  adopted  by  none.  A  bold  attempt,  however, 
to  act  in  the  spirit  of  it,  is  in  our  intention  on  the  present  occa- 
sion, when  we  are  to  consider  the  important  question  of  the  mo- 
nopoly of  the  East  India  Company.  Steadily  keeping  in  view  the 
great  doctrines  of  commercial  freedom,  to  which  our  attachment 
is  pretty  well  known,  and  from  which,  indeed,  nothing  short  of 
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an  immediate  and  large  share  of  the  patronage  of  die  Honourable 
Company  in  question  could  alienate  us,  it  is  our  object  to  consi* 
der,  whether  any  thing  more  is  to  be  said  for  the  continuance  of 
this'  monopoly,  than  would  satisfy  a  sturdy  participator  in  its 
profits,  or  a  mere  rhetorical  prize-fighter,  who  loves  the  wrong 
aide  better  than  the  right.  By  pursuing  this  course,  we  hope  to 
gire  our  readers  a  fairer  view  of  the  real  merits  of  some  of  the 
questions  involved  in  this  controversy,  than,  amidst  the  scramble 
for  gain,  they  will  easily  obtain  from  the  interested  advocates  for 
either  party, — or  possibly  from  both  put  together.  At  die  same 
time,  we  will  avoid,  as  far  as  we  possibly  can,  kujulging  ourselves 
in  the  delivery  of  any.  very  definite  opinion  on  the  subject,  bat 
leave  the  reader  to  solve  ovpr  sceptical  doubts  as  sceptically  as  be 
pleases. 

The  work  which  affords  us  the  opportunity  of  acting  a  part  M 
sublimely  philosophical,  though  probably  not  the  best  to  wttcfc 
the  progress  of  this  dispute  will  give  birth  in  favour  of  an  opm 
trade,  is  quite  powerful  enough  to  affect  the  monopolists  witk 
some  portion  of  alarm.  It  is  a  fierce,  animated,  and  ingenious, 
rather  than  a  very  masterly,  attack  pn  die  East  India  Company. 
It  bespeaks  in  the  author  a  very  competent  acquaintance  with 
Adam  Smith,  and  a  pretty  extensive,  though  in  some  points,  ap- 
parently, an  inaccurate  knowledge  of  the  details  of  East  Indian 
affairs. '  The  lasjt  particular,  hpwever,  we  beg  to  confess,  that  we 
mention,  if  ijot  doubtingly,  yet  with  a  proper  consciousness  of 
our  own  yery  inadequate  reading  on  the  subject.  The  conoscenti 
have,  as  we  understand,  agitated  a  question  which  strikes  as  as 
supremely  unimportant,  Whether  die  author  is  or  is  not  a  nakit 
If  a  writer  state$  truly,  and  reasons  rightly,  it  seems  to  be  a  vert 
idle  inquiry,  whether  he  is  the  importer  or  the  mere  retailer  of 
the  wares  which  he  offers  to  the  public.  At  the  same  time,  we 
can  perceive  no  harm  in  our  suggesting  it  to  be  probable,  that  k 
is  only  the  Jatter  p(  these  two  characters  which  can  with  justice 
be  ascribed  to  this  gentleman.  To  torture  the  reader  with  proofs 
in  favour  of  this  idea,  would  be  a  culpable  waste  of  letter-pre$i» 
especially  as  some  of  these  may  collaterally  appear  in  the  sequel 
pf  our  criticism.  The  only  one  we  shall  hefe  notice,  is  some- 
what amusing.  The  single'  passage  in  the  book  which  bespeaks 
any  thing  like  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  author,  to  the  credit  of 
a  personal  acquaintance  with  the  East  Indies,  is  the  following. 

*  It  is  believed,  that  many  articles  of  the  firft  neceffity  might  be  cu*» 
fivated  in  our  Indian  territories.  For  inftance,  I  am  positively  aflwedf 
end  indeed  partly  know  tbefaS,  that  hemp  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  ** 
pny  extent,  might  be  raifed  in  India,  and  might  be  brought  toE*- 
f«pe, '  &c.  &c.    p.  53.  ' 
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"When  a  writer  is  eager,  by  a  sort  of  half  hint  like  this,  to  awa- 
Icen  a  vague  suspicion  of  his  speaking  from  personal  observation, 
it  seems  reasonable  to  conclude,  that  if  he  could  have  pre/erred 
s  less  ambiguous,  title  to  die  reputation  of  originality,  he  would 
hardly  have  forfeited  his  claim  by  laches.  After  this,  we  may  al- 
most venture,  in  a  similar  spirit  of  important  obscurity,  to  say, 
that  we  believe,  c  and  indeed  partly  know  thtfact% '  that  our  author 
has  never  crossed  the  line. 

This  is  one  of  those  penmen  who  would  write  worse  if  they 
had  a  better  temper ;  and  who  remind  us  of  a  torrent  that  is  the 
snore  mischievous  for  rolling  along  with  it  a  charge  of  mud  and 
•tones.  Never  was  there  a  publication  which  breathed  less  of 
that  hdnied  adulation  for  which  the  East  is  renowned,  than  that 
vrhich  k  now  before  us ;  and  for  this  reason,  among  others,  we 
can  scarcely  believe  that  it  could  possibly  have  proceeded  from  the 
polite  pen  of  an  Anglo-Orientalist,  At  least,  on  such  a  supposition, 
the  author  has  certainly  thrown  away  very  little  gratitude  on  his 
worthy  patrons  in  Leadenhall  Street.  We  doubt  indeed,  greatly, 
whether  ( the  Honourable  the  East  India  Company  Bahadur,  — 
whose  fame  extends  over  the  whole  earth, '— c  the  wise  as  §olo- 
mon,  rich  as  Croesus,  generous  as  Hatim,  invincible  as  Secunder/ 
and  every  thing  as  every  body, — have  received  so  much  blunt  Ian* 
guage  from  all  the  Rajahs  and  Princes  ( Bahadur '  whom  they  have 
deposed  or  created,  as  are  here  compressed  into  a  thin  quarto,  by  aa 
author  who,  for  any  thing  that  appears,  may  be  a  mere  trader  on  the 
capital  of  his  wits.  '  Malignity, ' — *  corporation  of  jobbers, '— » 
*  abominable  spirit  of  monopoly ;  *  these,  and  many  others  of  the 
same  cast,  are  the  titles  of  ceremony  with  which  he  usually  salutes 
the  masters  of  India ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  masked  battery  of 
ironv,  which  occasionally  opens  upon  those  personages  with  such 
discharges  as  (  patriotic  souls  I ' — '  enlightened  gentlemen  1 '  &c. 
&c.  The  writer  strongly  reprobates  the  abusive  and  dictatorial 
language  held  by  the  Directors  in  their  '  Third  Report. '  If  the 
charge  be  just,  (and,  not  having  had  access  to  the  paper  in  ques^ 
tion,  we  are  .compelled  to  take  the  fact  upon  trust,)  we  rejoice 
-that  the  Directors  haye  been  disturbed  in  their  monopoly  of  abuse, 
by  an  interloping  competitor  who  really  bids  fair  to  neat  them  out 
of  that  market. 

In  delivering  a  few  observations  on  this  complicated  question, 
we  will  adopt  the  usual  .partition  of  it  *  which  we  find  to  be  also 
adopted  by  the  author  of  these  considerations.  This  divides  the 
commercial  from  the  political  department  of  the  subject.  The 
Company  trade  with  India ;  and  they  rule  it.  The  division,  how- 
ever, between  the  two  departments,  is  not,  in  all  respects,  abso- 
lutely marked  \  yet  we  know  not  that  a  better  could  have  been 
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found ;  arid,  at  all  events,  this  has  now  the  sanction  of  use  In  ks 
favour. 

The  commercial  part  of  our  inquiry  will  be  directed  to  some 
Consideration  of  the  relative  advantages  with  which  a  commercial 
concern  may  be  conducted  by  a  chartered  company  of  merchants, 
on  the  one  hand,  and  by  private  adventurers  on  the  other.  Here  we 
must,  in  some  measure,  restate  arguments  pretty  well  known;  but 
this  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  do,  unless  when  they  strike  us  as 
requiring  either  to  be  illustrated  or  to  be  qualified^  It  will  be 
necessary  to  bring  up  the  rear  of  our  theoretical  remarks  with  ret 
ferences  to  facts. 

Politically,  the  administration  of  the  East  India  Company  may 
be  viewed,  with  regard  both  to  its  effects  on  the  welfare  ana  hap* 
pinees  of  our  Asiatic  fellow-subjects,  and  to  its  effects  at  homo 
on  the  constitution.  These  two  views  it  will  be  requisite  t» 
combine ;  and,  no  less  so,  to  compare  the  influence  of  the  present 

Sstem  in  both  directions,  with  what  may  be  augured  respecting 
e  influence  of  the  systems  most  likely  to  contest  the  honour  ef 
superseding  it,  in  the  event  of  its  abolition* 

We  ought,  perhaps,  by  way  of  preface,  to  take  some  notice  of 
a  topic,  on  which  the  author  before  us  is  particularly  animated,-* 
the  origin  and  early  history  of  the  commercial  association  with 
which  he  is  so  much  offended.  This,  however,  seems  to  us  most 
superfluous.  We  are  told,  that  the  early  India  Company  made 
good  its  establishment  under  favour  of  the  intense  commercial  ig- 
norance generally  prevalent  at  the  period  of  its  institution.  Be  it 
so.  But,  that  those  who  patronized  the  institution  were  ignorant, 
does  not  necessarily  prove  the  institution  to  be  bad.  The  Bank  of 
England,  the  most  useful  of  all  commercial  organs,  was  instituted 
in  times  of  ignorance ;  and,  if  the  reader  will  take  the  trouble  to 
turn  over  the  history  of  its  formation,  he  will  find  it  difficult  to 
determine,  whether  the  arguments  of  its  supporters  at  that  pe- 
riod, or  those  of  its  opponents,  were  the  more  absurd.  We  are 
also  informed,  that  the  early  India  Company  maintained  its  ground 
only  by  the  most  scandalous  jobbing  and  bribery.  Be  this  also 
true.  A  similar  truth  may  be  predicated  of  the  union  of  Scot* 
land  and  England. 

Further,  we  do  not  think  our  author's. representations  on  this 
subject  quite  fair.  He  quotes  these  stories  of  jobbing  and  bribery 
partly  out  of  Anderson,  without  ever  hinting  to  his  readers,  that 
Anderson,  one  of  the  most  enlightened,  surely,  of  the  old  com- 
mercial school,  is  a  staunch  advocate  for  the  monopoly  of  the 
East  Indian  trade.  Anderson,  however,  was  far  from  singular  in 
this  predilection.    Postlethwayt  may  almost  be  mentioned, — a  man 
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«rf  liberality,  and  by  no  means  incapable  of  thinking  away  his  pre- 
judices *. 

Proceeding  to  consider  the  first,  which  is  the  purely  commer- 
cial, part  of  this  question,  we  will  suppose  that  our  readers  are 
acquainted  with  the  observations  which  it  has  drawn  from  Dr 
Smith,  or,  at  least,  that  they  will  take  instantaneous  measures  to 
verify  our  conjectures,  by  poring  over  every  tittle  of  those  ob- 
servations, before  they  proceed  with  this  humble  commentary  up- 
on them.  Like  other  commentators,  however,  we  occasionally 
quarrel  with  our  text.  We  could  wish  that  Dr  Smith  had  at  the 
outset  conceded,  as  it  would  have  cost  him  but  little  to  concede, 
the  advantage  that  may,  in  some  cases,  result  from  planting  an  in- 
fant trade  in  the  nursery-ground  of  an  exclusive  company.  In 
the  fifth  book,  however,  of  his  work,  he  admits,  that  *  instance* 
ere  conceivable,  in  which  a  temporary  monopoly  of  this  kind  may 
be  vindicated  upon  the  same  principles,  upon  which  a  like  mono- 
poly of  a  new  machine  is  granted  to  its  inventor,  and  that  of  a 
new  book  to  its  author  f.  * 

The  present  question,  however,  is  a  widely  different  one.  It 
it  not,  Whether  an  Exclusive  Company  can  be  ever  useful  ? 
but,  Whether  it  can  be  for  ever  useful  ?  not,  Whether  a  patent 
may  be  advantageously  granted  to  the  first  adventurers  in  a  parti- 
cular line  of  trade  ?  but,  Whether  that  patent  should  not,  after  a 
season,  expire  ?  To  retail  the  reasonings  of  Dr  Smith  on  this 
bead  would  be  absurd  ;  but  we  may  be  forgiven  for  attempting  to 
mould  some  part  of  them  into  a  shape  more  directly  fitted  to  the 
present  state  of  the  controversy. 

That  it  is  for  the  advantage  of  every  nation  to  lay  out  on  any 
particular  trade  as  much  capital  as  can  be  profitably  vested  in  it, 
is  a  proposition  which  the  great  author  just  named  has  pretty  ful- 
ly illustrated ;  but  he  has  not  particularly  supported  it  against  the 
common  objection  bottomed  on  a  supposed  distinction  between  a 
trade  of  foreign  consumption  and  a  home-trade.  It  being  admit- 
ted, that  the  competition  incident  to  an  open  trade  would  raise  the 
prices  of  Indian  commodities  in  India,  and  lower  them  in  Europe, 
the  champions  of  monopoly  assert,  that  this  fall  of  profits,  how- 
ever advantageous  to  this  nation,  on  the  supposition  of  the  com- 
modities imported  from  India  being  sold  at  home,  must  be  the  re-  * 
verse  of  advantageous  to  it,  when  (as  is  now  the  case)  they  are 

mostly 

—  .ii.  r  'i  — 

*  Mr  Clarkfon  tells  us,  that,  front  having  been  a  champion  for  the  A* 
frican  flave-trade,  Poftlethwayt  became,  what  Us  dictionary  evinces  him 
to  have  been,  one  of  the  ftrenuous  opponents  of  that  fyftera  of  murder 
drfguifed  in  the  garb  of  commerce* 
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mostly  re-exported  for  foreign  consumption.  Irt  the  latter  case, 
they  contend,  that  the  foreign  consumer  must  reap  the  whole  ad- 
vantage* and  that  at  the  expense  of  the  English  trader.  This  ar- 
gument appears  to  have  been  first  employed  by  Child*  in  the  year 
1677  ,  *  it  has  since  been  restated  by  authors  of  note  $  and,  at 
we  collect  from  the  publication  before  «s,  is  still  built  upon 
by  the  East  India  Directors.  Fully,  therefore,  as  its  fallacy  may 
be  implied  in  several  parts  of  the  Wealth  of  Nations*  we  shall  en* 
deavour  to  deduce  a  direct  refutation  of  it  from  die  principles  of 
that  work.  The  present  author,  it  must  be  observed,  fights  it  on- 
ly with  the  weapon  of  contempt ,  a  weapon  which,  though  per* 
haps  more  painful  than  that  of  argument,  is  unfortunately  less  ef- 
fective \  as  a  rusty  knife  may  mangle,  but  will  inflict  a  less  deadly 
wound  than  a  stilletto. 

All  trade  is  carried  on  for  the  mutual  benefit  of  the  traders  00 
the  one  hand,  and  the  consumers  on  the  other ;  and,  when  it  is 
left  free,  this  mutual  benefit  both  guides  and  limits  its  extension. 
At  the  first  emancipation,  indeed,  of  a  particular  traffic  that  has 
been  monopolized,  the  sudden  rush  of  capital  into  it  may  reduce 
its  profits  too  low ,  but  the  first  persons  to  perceive  this  evi), 
when  it  occurs,  will  obviously  be  those  that  suffer  by  it,  and,  some 
portion  of  this  redundant  capital  being  withdrawn  into  more 
hopeful  employments,  the  evil  will  thus  correct  itself.  When, 
therefore,  a  trade  is  permitted  to  expand  itself  quietly  to  the  ut- 
most, we  may  depend  on  it,  that  such  expansion  is  Deneficial  to 
both  the  parties  concerned,  that  is,  to  the  trading  world,  and  die 
consuming  world.  The  profits  upon  it  are,  indeed,  reduced ;  but 
then  they  are  not  so  much  reduced,  as  the  capital  invested  in  it 
is  augmented ;  for  profit  is  always  the  measure  of  the  spontane- 
ous investment  of  capital  in  a  particular  channel  Individual 
traders  make  less,  but  the  trade  gain  more  :  Privatus  Hits  census 
erit  trevis,  Communis  magnus.  Now,  when  the  traders  arid  the 
consumers  both  live  in  the  same  country,  then,  on  an  enlargement 
of  the  trade,  the  country  gains  both  ways ;  in  the  increased  accom- 
modation to  the  consumers,  and  in  the  increased  gains  of  the  com- 
mercial world.  When,  as  in  the  case  before  us,  the  traders  live  here, 
and  the  consumers  are  foreigners,  then,  though  both  parties  gain  by 
extending  the  trade,this  country  benefits  only  by  the  increased  gains 
of  the  traders ,  but  still,  all  this  is  clear  gain.  True  it  is,  that,  on 
this  supposition,  the  argument  for  laying  open,  and  consequently 
extending  the  trade,  is  only  half  as  strong  as  it  is  on  the  former,  but 
then  let  it  be  also  noted,  that,  on  this  supposition,  the  argument  for 
pursuing  the  trade  at  all,  is  only  half  as  strong  as  it  is  on  the  for- 
mer. 

f  jSee  Anderfon  in  anno  1677, 
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mer.  Commerce  can  never  be  so  profitable  when  it  merely  mi- 
nisters to  foreign  consumption,  as  when  it  is  employed  at  home  $ 
but  it  will  every  where  be  most  lucrative  when  left  to  itself,  and 
ifill  seek  employment  abroad,  only  when  home  cannot  profitably 
employ  it* 

<  Might  we  object  to  any  other  portion  of  Dr  Smith's  reflections  on 
this  subject,  as  not  being  fully  perfected  and  rounded,  we  should 
perhaps  regret,  that  he  had  not  more  scientifically  explained  the 
causes  from  which  it  happens,  that  an  exclusive  company  car- 
ries on  business  to  less  advantage  than  the  private  merchant. 
Some  of  his  expressions  might  induce  an  unguarded  reader  to 
suppose,  that  there  was  a  real,  as  well  as  a  fancied,  opposition 
between  the  interests  of  the  India  Company,  considered  as  mer- 
chants and  as  sovereigns ;  that  it  was  really  advantageous  ty  a 
company  to  raise  its  profits,  by  narrowing  its  own  market ;  and 
that  those  companies  who  have  pursued  this  plan,  instead  of  hav- 
ing miserably  mistaken,  or  grossly  neglected  their  own  interests* 
had  only  too  eagerly  consulted  it. 

The .  truth  is,  as  the  wise  need  not  be  informed,  that  it  is  as 
certainly  the  ultimate  interest  of  a  body  of  monopolists,  as  of.  a 
set  of  private  traders,  to  trade  as  cheaply  and  extensively  as  pos- 
sible, and  to  invest  in  their  concern,  every  atom  of  capital  wnich 
it  will  absorb.  They  will  evidently  find  it  more  lucrative,  at  the 
long  run,  to  make  smaller  profits  on  a  larger  capital,  than  larger 
profits  on  a  smaller  capital.  Those  companies,  therefore,  who  are 
said  to  have  destroyed  a  part  of  the  produce  which  they  could  com- 
mand in  India,  from  a  dread  of  too  much  cheapening  their  sales  in 
Europe,  committed  an  absurdity,  for  which  it  was  hardly  worth 
their  while  to  be  so  wicked.  Corn,  rice,  and  whatever  consti- 
tutes the  staff  of  life,  have,  indeed,  the  property  of  the  Sibylline 
books  offered  to  the  Roman  monarch ;  and  any  falling  off  in  the 
ordinary  supply  of  them,  occasions  a  far  more  than  proportional 
rise  in  their  price.  Had  then  the  monopolists  alluded  to,  been 
importers  of  such  articles  as  these,  they  might  have  found  a 
temporary  advantage  in  inflaming  the  demand  for  their  merchan- 
dizes! by  suddenly  stinting  the  supply,  and  thus  starving  their 
customers  into  a  capitulation  on  their  own  terms.  Even  this, 
however,  is  ultimately  a  pitiful  and  short-sighted  policy ;  but 
since  mace  and  ginger  are  not  bread-fruit, — since  nobody  but  a 
Fakeer  would  chuse  to  live  upon  cloves, — and  since  a  nutmeg  is 
slow  poison  *  how  childish  for  a  dealer  in  these  commodities  to 
play  with  die  market  for  them,  as  if  they  wer$  the  prime  neces- 
saries of  life !  By  wasting  a  part  of  the  usual  produce,  he  only 
teaches  the  consumer  to  manage  with  less ;  and  by  destroying 
the  plenty  of  an  unusually  propititious  year,  he  loses  the  oppor- 
tunity 
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tunity  of  whetting  the  consumer's  appetite  for  more.  The  reader 
will  perceive,  that  we  refer  to  that  frightful  story,  so  appalling 
to  us  in  our  childhood,  of  the  Dutch  and  their  sptceries :  a  story 
exemplifying  such  a  flight  of  stupidity,  as  we  should  naturally 
'  expect  from  a  Dutchman,  in  any  case  where  trade  was  not  the 
thing  concerned.  It  is  like  a  man  putting  out  one  of  his  eyes,  in 
order  to  strengthen  the  sight  of  the  other. 

But  it  must  not  be  imagined,  that  we  disbelieve  this  horrible 
story ;  and  it  is  most  certain,  that  chartered  companies  are  not 
apt  to  push  forward  their  commercial  dealings  with  that  rigour 
which  characterizes  the  speculations  of  the  private  capitalist. 
Why  is  this,  if  it  be  as  certainly,  as  obviously,  and  as  greatly, 
their  interest  to  do  so  ?  We  answer,  that  it  is  as  certainly  their 
interest  to  do  so,  but  not  perhaps  as  greatly,  nor  as  obviously. 

It  is  not  equally  their  interest,  because  their  charter  secures 
diem  from  the  dread  of  competitors,  which,  in  the  mind  of  the 
private  trader,  forms  a  powerful  ally  to  the  simple  desire  of  bet- 
tering his  condition.  The  private  trader  is  pushed  forward  by 
two  impulses,— the  hope  of  gaining,  and  the  fear  of  losing.  The 
chartered  monopolist,  for  a  long  time  at  least,  feeb  the  hope 
without  the  fear ;  and,  having  the  race  to  himself— -though  ne 
knows  that  the  faster  he  runs,  the  sooner  be  shall  entitle  him- 
self to  the  prize — is  yet  equally  convinced,  that  he  cannot  lose  it, 
even  if  he  walks,  it  is  true  that,  in  this  state  of  things,  fee 
sometimes  unexpectedly  perceives  an  interloping  rival  at  his 
heels ;  but  his  habits  of  oscitancy  and  confidence  are  now  not 
easily  shaken  off;  and  the  interloper,  being  better  seasoned,  (as 
the  jockies  would  say),  and  less  on  his  haunches,  slips  Mm,  while 
the  monopolist  follows  majestically  behind,  delighting  the  be- 
holders with  his  magnificent  curvettmgs  and  measured  fire. 

Besides,  commercial  exertion  and  alertness  are  not  so  obviously 
the  interest  of  any  large  corporate  society,  chartered  or  not, 
as  of  the  private  merchant ;  that  is,  they  are  not  so  obviously 
the  interest  of  the  individuals  composing  such  a  corporation.  A 
member  of  a  numerous  association,  can  seldom  have  the  sensa- 
tion that  every  thing  depends  on  his  single  arm.  Man,  commer-i 
cialy  considered,  is  generally  actuated  by  two  feelings ;  the  love 
of  present  pleasure,  inclining  him  to  indolence, — and  the  love  of 
future  pleasure,  propelling  him  to  action.  Where  action,  how* 
ever,  is  not  evidently  and  directly  connected  with  some  future 
advantage,  he  will  feel  its  necessity  but  faintly,  and  enter  upon 
it  with  slackness.  In  large  bodies,  although  the  profits  of  all 
directly  depend  on  the  exertions  of  all,  die  individual  profits  of 
each  man  are  not  so  immediately  dependent  on  his  individual  ex- 
ertion $  and  the  love  of  ease,  soon  makes  the  individual  discover 
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this  fact.  He  is  one  of  many ;  the  labour  of  one  will  hardly 
be  missed,  if  the  many  labour,— while,  whatever  the  many  gain* 
the  one  will  have  his  full  share  of  it*  This  i$  undoubtedly  the 
case  with  all  very  large  societies,  of  whatever  kind,  that  have . 
coalesced  for  the  attainment  of  a  common  object ;  although,  to 
determine  when  it  is  that  a  combination  becomes  too  large  to  be 
vigorous,— to  find  the  point  at  which  the  inconvenience  of  weight 
begins  to  overbalance  tne  advantage  of  size, — would  be  about  as 
hopeless  an  undertaking,  as  to  determine  how  many  sheep  make 
a  flock,  or  how  many  soldiers  an  army. 

The  general  explanation,  which  has  been  just  offered,  of  tfce 
lassitude  too  often  characteristic  of  exclusive  corporations,  appear* 
to  us  .more  satisfactory  than  that  which,  referring  particularly 
to  the  India  Company,  accounts  for  their  alleged  feebleness  in 
trade,  by  supposing  that  their  heads  have  been  turned  by  their 
acquisition  of  territorial  power  and  kingly  state.  All  is  not  ex- 
plained, by  telling  us,  in  seemly  epigrams,  that  this  great  com* 
pany  stands  behind  the  counter,  clad  in  purple,  like  Prince  Si* 
moustapha  in  the  Arabian  Nights  \  and,  while  it  rules  with  the 
cittish  spirit  of  a  trader,  trades  with  the  splendid  profusion  of  a 
•ultan.  How  will  this  solution  account  for  the  ruin  of  many  a 
chartered  body  of  merchants,  which  has  enjoyed  no  territorial 
sovereignty,  nor  possessed  any  thing  of  royalty,  but  its  extrava* 
gance  ?  At  the  same  time  we  grant,  that  even  this  is  a  better 
solution  than  that  of  the  author  before  us,  who  has  entered  oa 
the  subject  in  a  passage,  the  only  metaphysical  one,  and  the 
worst,  that  his  book  contains. 

*  Indeed,  the  very  principle  of  the  human  mind,  which  prompts  mea 
to  the  purfuit  of  commerce,  feems  to  make  it  impoffible  that  it  can 
flourifh  under  the  management  of  a  company.  The  feelings  of  the 
merchant  have  not  changed  fince  the  days  of  Horace— 
"  Implgcr  extremos  curris  mercator  ad  Indos 
Per  mare  pauperiem  fugiens,  per  fa  xa,  per  ignes." 
'  Yet  if  the  principle  of  trade  be  felfifh,  it  is  ftrong  becaufe  it  is  fcl- 
filh.  No  one,  however,  doubts  that  the  purfuit  of  gain  may  be  libe- 
ralized into  an  honourable  employment.  Its  importance,  at  leaft,  can* 
not  be  queftiooed.  He  who,  for  his  own  advantage,  promotes  the 
exchange  of  commodities  between  different  countries,  or  different  parts 
of  the  fame  country,  is  a  benefactor  of  the  human  race  ;  for  he  pro- 
motet  that  which  is  the  parent  of  induftry,  and  the  fource  of  enjoy*. 
ment.  But  that  active  love  of  gain  which  infpires  exertion,  and 
which  regulates  its  direction,  \%  properly  an  individual  fentiment.  It 
cannot  animate  bodies,  becaufe  in  bodies  there  is  no  real  moral  per> 
tonality.  Though,  in  the  fiction  of  law,  a  corporation  may  be  a 
perfon,  it  but  faintly  refembles  the .  individual  character,  and  never 
does  approach  to  it  but  mifchievoufly.  If  fuch  bodies  were  animated 
with  the  feelings  of  real  perfons,  they  would  be  too  powerful :  they 
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would  be  Brobdignagians  among  the  Lilliputians.  It  would  be  tttpp£ 
fible  to  live  oetr  them.  They  are  only  tolerable  when  they  are  torpid 
and  impotent. 

'  Of  all  undertakings,  in  which  men  can  engage  In  common,  trader 
too,  is  that  for  which  perhaps  an  afTociation  of  great  numbers  is  leaft 
fitted.  The  intereft  is  too  difperfed ;  and  the  managers,  if  they  have 
no  intereft  diftinA  from  that  of  the  other  members,  neglect  their  doty. 
An  undertaking,  the  object  of  which  is  not  gain,  may  fucceed  under 
a  common  management.  Political  affectations,  in  which  a  (octal  fed* 
ing,  an  ejprit  dc  corbs,  may  exift,  can  profecute  their  ends  fbcceft* 
fully  ;  but  the  love  of  gain  is  not  a  foetal  fentiment.  If  gain  then  he 
the  object,  fuccefs  is  imppffible,  becaufe  the  body  never  can  be  nw 
mated  by  that  which  is  an  individual  feeling  ;  and  if  the  undertaking 
be  of  imperial  magnitude,  who  can  expect  fuccefs  i9     p.  9.  10. 

There  is  a  mixture  of  truth  in  these  remarks,  which  renders 
the  operation  of  cutting  to  pieces  their,  many  fallacies  a  task  of 
some  delicacy.  A  vague  notion  of  that  dissipation  of  interest  which 
occurs  in  a  great  society,  is  here  mixed  up  with  a  confused  con- 
ception of  the  selfish  nature  of  avarice,  and  with  just  so  much 
knowledge  of  what  is  called  the  selfish  theory  in  morals,  as  may 
suffice  for  the  misunderstanding  of  it.  Whether  the  love  of  gain 
be  resolvable  into  the  love  of  pleasure,  or  the  love  of  power,  or 
both,  or  neither,  we  will  not  here  think  of  inquiring*  whatever 
be  the  philosophy  of  the  thing,  its  natural  JAttmry  is  plain*  That 
wish  for  individual  gratification  which  we  presume  to  be  meant 
by  * the  love  of  gain, '  leads  men  to  unite  together,  on  this  sim- 
ple principle,  that  they  find  individual  gratification  to  be  best  at* 
rained  by  the  exertion  of  common  efforts.  In  this  manner,  as 
the  love  of  eain  is  one  great  cement  of  society  in  general,  so  it 
has  produced  innumerable  junctions  of  men  into  smaller  societies; 
such  as,  banks,  guilds,  gangs,  combinations,  dock  companies, 
insurance  offices,  trading  companies,  and  a  host  of  fraternities, 
more  or  les,s  judicious,  and  more  or  less  effective,  but  all  held  to* 
gether  chiefly  by  the  lucrative  principle  \ — proof,  for  this  very  rea- 
son, against  the  assaults  of  philosophers,  pamphleteers,  and  re* 
viewers ;  and  however  frangible,  not  easily  to  be  disunited  by.be* 
ing  gravely  assured  that  they  cannot  feel  the  love  of  gain,  and 
therefore  are  already  in  a  state  of  disunion. 

Having  despatched  all  that  we  had  to  offer  on  one  very  import- 
ant branch  of  the  present  question,  we  come  to  another  of  -fully 
equal  importance,  although  involving  considerations  that  seem 
never  yet  to  have  been  distinctly  noticed.  What  is  the  measure 
of  the  inertness  too  commonly  attendant  on  a  chartered  trade, 
and  how  far  is  that  inertness  likely  to  go  ?  An  exclusive  com- 
pany is  not  likely  to  be  so  energetic  in  conducting  commerce  as 
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a  nation  of  private  adventurers ;  but  by  wjiat  interval,  in  all  pro- 
bability, will  its  energy  fall  short  of  theirs? 

It  19  evident)  how  strongly  these  questions  bear  on  an  inquiry 
into  the  nature  of  a  system  which  is  mainly  defended  on  the 
•core  of  its  political  utility ;  for  if  commercial  experience  is  to 
be  sacrificed  for  a  political  compensation,  it  is  necessary,  before 
ire  can  pronounce  on  the  adequacy  of  die  compensation,  to  as- 
certain the  extent  of  the  sacrifice.  '  If  there  would  be  a  mani- 
fest absurdity '  (says  Dr  Smith)  *  in  turning  towards  any  employ- 
ment* thirty  times  more  of  the  capital  and  industry  of  the  coun- 
try, than  would  be  necessary  to  purchase  from  foreign  countries 
an  equal  quantity  pf  the  commodities  wanted,  there  must  be  an 
absurdity,  though  not  altogether  so  glaring,  yet  exactly  of  the 
*aoje  kind,  in  turning  towards  any  such  employment  a  thirtieth, 
or  ere*  a  three  hundredth  part  more  of  either.  •  All  this  is  un- 
deniable »  but  it  is  pf  spine  moment  to  determine  the  magnitude 
of  the  absurdity  in  specific  cases. .  Human  life  is  nothing  but  a 
compromise  of  advantages ;  and  as  we  submit  to  a  small  evil  for 
the  sake  of  a  greater  good,  so  we  may  submit  to  a  small  absurdi- 
ty for  the  sake  of  a  superior  piece  of  wisdom.  The  navigation 
act  is  a  commercial  absurdity  of  this  kind,  tolerated  and  admired 
en  account  of  its  political  wisdom ;  but  if  it  were  thirty  times 
jnore  absurd  than  it  is*  its  political  wisdom  would  hardly  overba- 
lance its  mercantile  folly.  Such  is  the  use  of  knowing,  not  only 
whether  we  lose  by  any  given  commercial  arrangement,  but  what 
yet  lose  by  it. 

We  cannot,  we  acknowledge,  conceive  it  possible  to  deter- 
mine, by  any  general  calculus,  the  degree  to  which  trade  is  de- 
pressed below  its  natural  level,  by  being  placed  under  the  guar- 
dianship of  an  exclusive  company.  Hie  problem  seems  to  be  in 
all  cases  a  tentative  one.  Reasoning,  however,  as  we  are  now 
professedly  doing,  frpm  theory,  we  should,  on  this  point,  stand 
somewhere  about  midway  between  the  monopolists  and  the  anti- 
monopolists.  We  should  expect  the  depression  to  be  considera- 
ble ,  out  yet,  in  times  like  the  present,  not  nearly  so  great  as  it 
appears  in  the  representations  of  the  common  advocates  of  com- 
mercial liberty.  These  gentlemen  always  consider  it  as  amount- 
ing to  almost  all  the  difference  between  riches  and  beggary :  but 
we  cannot,  in  fairness,  believe  this  account  of  matters,  and  shall 
shortly  submit  to  the  reader  the  grpunds  of  our  scepticism. 

It  is  to  be  observed,  that  the  indefinite  extension  of  a  trade, 
wbich  is  consigned  to  a  monopoly,  is  not  opposed  by  any  physi- 
cal impossibility,  *  Nothing  is  requisite,  but  that  the  monopolists 
shall  have  a  distinct  and  vivid  perception  of  what,  as  we  have 
already  observed,  is  undeniably  their  interest.     An  impulse  is 
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wanting ;  an  impulse,  however,  not  arising  from  that  prospect 
of  imminent  ruin,  which,  while  it  calls  for  exertion,  paralyzes 
it, — but  acting  constantly,  steadily,  and  pressingly,  at  a  period 
when  it  may  yet  operate  with  effect 

Now,  we  think  it  may  be  pretty  reasonably  presumed,  that 
the  present  times  are  not  likely  to  witness  a  repetition  of  those 
stupid  exploits  of  selfish  rapacity,  which  disgraced  the  Dutch 
East  India  Company  in  the  dark  ages  of  commerce  and  common 
$ense ;  and  that,  in  proportion  as  a  nation  becomes  enlightened 
and  free,  the  various  classes  of  its  mercantile  men  wifi  more 
plainly  perceive,  and  more  liberally  consult,  their  true  interests; 
And  yet  it  would  be  very  foolish  to  expect  much  from  this  natu^ 
rat  acuminatum  of  the  sight  of  an  exclusive  Company,  were  it 
not  that,  under  the  circumstances  supposed,  its  perceptions  wiD 
probably  be  much  clarified  by  external  illumination.  In  this 
country,  for  example,  so  considerable  a  corporation  as  the  tast 
India  Company,  is,  by  a  thousand  stimulants  from  without,  push- 
ed forward  to  the  vigorous  discharge  of  its  commercial  duties. 
The  days  are  past  in  which  it  could  live  on  a  system  of  bribery, 
or  on  tne  favour  of  a  party.  It  is  surrounded  and  watched  from 
hour  to  hour,  both  by  the  jealousy  of  friendship,  and  by  that  of 
enmity.  It  is  the  interest,  indeed,  of  ministers  to  conciliate  this 
powerful  body ;  but  then  it  is  also  their  interest  to  conciliate  the 
commercial  world  at  large  and  the  public'.  The  cause  of  the  anti- 
monopolists,  meantime,  can  never  want  advocates,  either  in  Par- 
liament or  out  of.it  *  and  all  parties  act,  and  every  part  of  the 
cause  is  tried,  in  the  open  court  of  public  opinion,— ajudge  who 
can  neither  be  bribed,  nor  deceived,  nor  daunted.  When  a  com- 
pany is  thus  circumstanced, — inspected  by  the  public,-— elbowed 
on  Both  sides  by  the  rivalry  of  private  interlopers,— poked  for- 
ward from  behind  by  Government,  to  justify  the  national  pa- 
tronage which  it  has  received, — fronted  by  a  formidable  host  of 
commercial  writers,  eloquent  from  discontent,  and  of  philoso- 
phers, keen  because  thev  are  poor  j — when  a  company,  we  say,  is 
thus  situated,  if  we  allow  (what  will  not  very  Zealously  be  de- 
nied) that  they  are  in  love  with  their  monopoly,  it  is  hard,  in- 
deed, if  they  do  not  exert  some  of  those  efforts  for  its  mainte- 
nance which  are  alone  likely  to  be  successful.  They  must  fee! 
the  necessityof  rendering  their  cause  good  if  they  would  have  it 
plausible.  Their  inclination  to  do  their  possible  must  be  perpetu- 
ally strengthened ;  and,  in  this  case,  the  inclination  is  itself,  in  a 
great  measure,  the  means. 

The  affairs  of  such  a  company  are  managed  by  a  body  of  go- 
vernors or  directors.  We  will  own  the  truth  j — to 'a'  mind  more 
habituated  to  the  theory  than  to  the  practice  of  commerce,  and 
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^^tteT  acquainted  With  its  principles  man' its  sweets,  the 
/an  East  India  Director  is  apt  to  present  itself  under  thi 

.ge  of  an  antiquated,  discreet,  untractable,  htirndrum  sort  of 
.ersonage,  whose  company  may  with  advantage  be  avoided;  But, 
overcoming  this  little  natural  prejudice,  and  looking  at  matters 
liberally,  we  should  certainly  be  disposed  rather  to  expect  that,  irk 
a  country  where  many  facilities  are  afforded  to  the  development 
of  talent,  the  cabinet-council  of  any  powerful  body  would  be 
likely,  ceteris  paribus,  to  attract  to  itself  its  due  share  of  prudence? 
and  ability  \  and,  in  fact,  we  doubt  not  but  that  this  is  exempli- 
fied by  the  present  Court  of  East  India  Directors.  The  motto  of 
a  free  country  is  f  potiri  rerum  dignissimum  \ '  and  this  principle, 
while  it  feeds  the  heart  of  the  state  with  life,  also  animates  and 
inspirits  its  various  members.  But  th«  wiser  the  Court  of  Di- 
rectors, die  more  liberal  will  be  the  professional  character  of  the 
Company. 

Another  great  consideration  is,  that  these  Directors  have  an  im- 
mediate and  a  deep  stake  in  the  continuance,  that  is,  in  the  wel- 
fare and  credit  or  the  monopoly.  However  little  they  may  be 
thought  to  take  trouble  for  the  sake  of  their  constituents,  we  ge&* 
neraUy  hear  a  good  deal  of  their  fondness  for  power  and  patron- 
age. Now,  the  dullest  and  most-  mechanical  understanding  a- 
raong  them  must  perceive  by  what  tenure  these  possessions  arfe 
held.  The  Company,  if  we  have  rightly  described  their  situation  * 
are,  strictly  on  their  good  behaviour*  If  their  rulers  are  duly  im- 
pressed with  &  sense  of  this  fact,  (and  how  dan  they  be  other- 
wise ?)  it  would  be  easy  for  them  to  act  upon  their  coriviction, 
and,  by  the  adoption  of  a  judicious  policy,  tb  transfer  very  consi* 
derable  animation  throughout' the  whole  m*ss  of  their  dependants* 
It  is  enough  for  a  very  small  spot  about  the  heart  to  feel,  and  i& 
influence  will  instinctively  radiate  to  every  eitremitjr;  The  a- 
gents  of  the  Company,  throughout  the  continent  of  Asia,  will, 
on  the  very  principle  of  self-interest,  dpeediiy  discover,  that  the 
advancement  of  their  fortunes  and  farhe  hinges  Upon  the  activity 
with  which  they  promote  the  common  cause; 

It  may  be  said,  that  we  have  too  good  an  opinion  of  the1  advo^ 
•cates  of  monopolies ;  that  these  gentlemen  are  still  apt  to  resort 
to  some  of  those  ancient  commercial  doctrines,  which  this  argu* 
ment  appears  to  set  out  of  view  as  obselete ;  thdty  among  other 
things,  they  still  fight  for  the  impossibility  of  driving  a  distant 
traffic,  without  the  encouragement  of  moiibpoly^prices.  To  which 
we  answer,  that,  even  allowing  this  to  be  a  fair  account,  the  va- 
lue of  our  argument,  if  it  possess  any,  consists  in  its  resting  on  a 
much  more  stable  basis  than  the  reasoning  faculties  of  any  per- 
son, individual  or  corporate.    It  only  assumes,  that  men  wiii  act 
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for  their  own  benefit  if  they  clearly  see  kmut  and,  however  the 
monopolists  may,  to  serve  a  turn,  declaim  in  favour  of  monopoly* 
prices,  (in  truth  we  doubt  this  fact),  they  do  not  dream  of  oeoy* 
ing  that  it  is  their  own  interest  to  push  their  trade  to  its  utmost 
'extent.  If  we  have  not  yet  learned,  that  men  may  do  right  while 
they  argue  wrong,  we  are  mere  antediluvians,  that  have  acci- 
dentally  come  into  the  world  too  late.  A  very  sensible  author, 
.who,  in  the  year  1701,  wrote  against  the.  monopoly  of  die  Indian 
trade,  *  actually  admits,  that  the  emancipation  of  it  would  so  re* 
duce  its  profits  as  to  make  it  a  mere,  losing  and  untenable  con- 
cern. A  private  trader  to  India,  who  could  lurid  this  sentiment* 
should  certainly  be  eager  to  withdraw,  after  a  season,  his  capital 
from  a  country  which  must  otherwise  be  its  grave  5  yet  w* 
.should  be  much  surprised  if  he  were  to  act  on  a  conception  a* 
.absurd. 

We  have  put  all  this  argument,  in  extenuation  of  ike  sins  of 
exclusive  companies,  rather  strongly;  yet  there  is  undoubtedly 
a  good  deal  of  truth  in  it*  The  influence  of  the  checks  which, 
.it  supposes  to  be  operating  on  .the  abuses  of  the  system,  acts  in  a 
.-manner  somewhat  complex ;  but  this  complexity  can  farm  no 
objection  to  them,  if  they  only  do  the  thing}  and  they  cost,  be  it 
remembered,  little  or  nothing.  How  far  the  argument  is  decisive 
of  the  present  question,  we  shall  not  attempt  exactly  to  deter- 
mine :  it  certainly,  however,  in  our  humble  apprehension,  does 
not  go  the  length  of  demonstrating,  that  an  .English  trading  com- 
pany can  trade  as  profitably  as  an  independent  merchant. 

But  our  more  elderly  readers*  well  knowing  what  havoc  prac- 
tice is  prone  to  make  among  the  conclusions  of  a  fine  theory, 
will  be  now  languishing  for  facts*  fa  se»  fat*  however,  as  they 
may  feel  inclined  to  hear  stories  of  the  many-  exclusive  companies 
that  have  heretofore  lived  and  died,  it  is  not  our  purpose  to  gra- 
tify their  wishes.  Our  reason  is  this :  We  have  no  doubts  re- 
specting the  real  value  of  the  facts  afforded  by  die  history  of 
.tnese  companies,  provided  they  were  carefully  sorted  and  judi- 
ciously turned  to  account ;  but  to  make  such  use  of  them  would 
require  a  far  more  extensive  analysts,  than  we  have  the  leisure  or 
the  means  to  undertake.  With  regard  to  the  allusions-  that  are 
sometimes  made  to  them  en  matte*  these  are  perfectly  suffocating. 
Almost  every  man  of  common  reading  conk),  at  command,  gabble 
over  the  titles*  of  a  dozen  companies,  and  four  or  five  of  them 
East  India  Companies  too,  that  hare  existed,  and  are  no  motet 

But 
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But  to  what  purpose  is  all  this  ?  The  antkftooopoHst  argues, 
that  since  every  considerable  company,  except  the  present  wor- 
shipful assembly  in  LeadenhaU  Street,  has  become  bankrupt,  this 
must  be  the  natural  death  of  companies.  The  monopolist  argues/ 
that  since  one,  and  that  the  greatest,  of  these  companies,  has 
sustained  itself  so  long  after  the  ruin  of  the  test,  the  rest  must* 
have  owed  their  bankruptcy  to  mismanagement.  As  a  barren  ge- 
nerality, we  know  not  which  of  these  is  the  best. 

To  exemplify,  by  orte  instance,  these  observations.  Several  of 
the  chartered  bodies  just  referred  to,  have  been  fairly  driven  out 
of  the  market  by  private  adventurers.  This  circumstance  un-> 
questionably  supplies  some  strong  presumptions  in  favour  of 
individual  adventure;  but,  thus  nakedly  put,  it " seems  to  sup-/ 
ply  little  *lse  5  and  that  for  the  three  following  reasons. 

In  the  first  place,  we  are  not  convinced  that  the  success  of 
prirate  traders  against  a  compant,  is  an  exact  measure  of  what 
would  be  their  success  ivhkout  a  company.  Burke  has  some-* 
♦where,  we  think,  remarked  the  advantages  which  revolutionary 
conspirators  against  a  regular  government,  derive,  in  the  prose-* 
cution  of  their  projects,  from  &e  very  facilities  of  general  inter- 
course afferded  by  the  existence  of  a  regular  government.  The 
observation  ts  just,  and  bears,  although  remotely,  on  the  subject 
before  us.  In  a  somewhat  similar  manner,  the  sharp-shooting 
marauders,  thieves,  and  Croats,  in  the  train  of  an  organized  army, 
probably  make  more  prispners,  and  carry  off  more  booty,  than  an 
equal  number  of  the  disciplined  troops  j  but  it  does  not  follow* 
mat  any  thing  would  be  gained  by  disorganizing  the  whole  army, 
and  resolving  it  into  a  rabble  of  independent  irregulars.  Our  li- 
mits will  not  allow  us  to  trace  out  this,  idea  into  its  consequences  \ 
but  some  of  them  would  be  found  curious,  and  we  therefore 
Start  it  for  the  amusement  of  our  readers. 

In  the  next  place,  instances  of  the  discomfiture  of  exclusive 
companies,  by  the  prowess  of  independent-  commerce,  cannot; 
unless  they  be  very  nicely  dissected,  afford  instruction  npon  that 
which  we  have  described  as  a  main  part  of  this  question  %  we 
mean,  how  far  the  system  of  free,  is  cheaper  than  that  of  char- 
tered, commerce.  A  man  who  cannot  swim,  may  be  as  effects 
ally  drowned  in  a  horse-pond  as  in  the  Bay  of  Bengal  y  and  a 
company  may  be,  in  time,  ruined  by  the  competition  of  a  rival 
wHo  trades  cheaper  by  only  two  per  cent,,  no  less  than  by  that  of 
him  who  makes  a  superior  profit  of  fifty  per  cent.  Something 
might  possibly,  in  this  particular,  be  inferred  from  the  degree  of 
rapidity  with  which  the  ruinous  effects  of  the  competition  took 
place  \  but  this  would  surelv  be  a  most  coarse  and  unsatisfactory 
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rule  of  competition*  Who.  would  think  of  deterrninmj  the  reb* 
tive  weight  of  two  bodies  placed  in  a  balance,  by  merely  observ- 
ing, with  his  eye,  the  celerity  with  which  the  heavier  scale  de- 
scended ? 

Lastly  y  we  will  simply  revert,  without  much  comment,  to  the 
observations  which  we  have  already  so  fully  stated,  with  relation 
to  the  presumeabje  difference  between  the  situation  of  former 
chartered  companies,  and  £hat  pf  a  company  in  the  present  en- 
lightened age  and  country.  That  a  system  grossly  and  uniformly 
mismanaged  should  not  be  improved  on  the  imminent  approach 
of  destruction,  is  not  rriatter  pf  surprise;  it  guesses  the  nearness 
of  its  dea.th  only  from  that  numkrytst  which  disables  it.  It  is 
otherwise,  if  it  nas  fair,  reiterated,  and  urgent  warning,  while 
the  danger  is  yet  contingent ;  in  thi$  case,  we  may  expept  it  to  be 
roused ;  and  if  deliverance  be  within  the  bound?  pf  possibility, 
we  need  not  def pair.  This,  we  conceive,  to  be  a  possible  cir- 
cumstance qf  discrimination  between  the  cases  of  the. present 
East  IndU  Company,  and  of  former  associations  of  a  similar  na- 
ture. 

.  It  is  now  necessary  for  us  to  direct  the  attention  of  our  readers 
more  particularly  to  the  commerce  of  India*  The  great  question 
is,  whether,  and  how  far,  this  commerce  is  capable  pf  extension? 
The  presumption  clearly  is,  that,  to  a  certain  degree*  it  is  ca- 
pable of  extension ;  but  how  stand  the  facts  ?  and  if  they  accord 
with  the  presumption,  what  do  they  determine  with  respect  to 
the  degree  in  whi^h  this  commerce  might  be  extended  ? 

We  regret  our  inability  to  decide,  in  any  thing  like  a.  satisfy 
tory  manner,  these  interesting  inquiries,  In  truth,  no  task  can 
be  more  difficult  >  for,  how  Can  inquiries  with  regard  to  a  pos- 
sible event,  he  completely  depided,  except  by  experimept  ?  Con- 
jecture, indeed,  may  dp  something,  but  then  it  rnust  be  built  on 
the  rr»ost  careful  observation ;  in  the  present  instance*  perhaps, 
pn  local  observatiqn.  A  dijigent  attention  to  the  real  effect  upon 
India  of  pur  present  mpde  qf  Indian  adrpinistratiop,  a  perfect  ac- 
quaintance with  the  character  of  its  inhabitants,  a  minute  know- 
ledge of  the  actual  steps  taken  by  the  British  authorities^  in  that 
quarter  of  the  world,  to  promote  cultivation  and  comrnercej  an 
extensive  insighf  into  the  present  commercial  s,tate  of  Europe,  a 
thorough  intimacy  yith  general  principles,  and  a  habit  of  com- 
prehensive reasoning, — these  are  $Qme  of  the  requisites  for  the 
task  just  mentioned.  After  this,  we  need  hardly  add,  that  we 
expected  it  to  be  but  moderately  performed  by  the  trotting  and  gal- 
lopping  pen  of  the  present  author ;  but  we  certainly  expected  a 
pearer  approximation  to  it  than  we  have  found.     We  hoped,  at 

least, 
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least,  for  a  tpw  hard  facts  j  instead  of  which,  he  has  put  us  off 
with  many  hard  words*  ' 

.  The  general  strain  of  the  facts  here  adduced,  and  the  corol- 
laries of  reasoning,  amounts  to  this :— Such  and  such  articles  are? 
produced  in  India,  and,  undoubtedly  they  would  be  produced  ia 
tar  greater  quantities,  '  if  it  were  not  for  the  dead  weight  of  the* 
Company,  and  their  monopoly. '  That  this  assertion  is  partly 
true,  we  have  already  intimated  our  belief;  but  we  want  to 
learn,. how  facts  accord  with  that  belief.  What  documents  are 
there  on  the  subject  ?  What  is  actually  doing,  in  the  way  of 
direct  encouragement,  to  the  growth  of  Indian  industry  ?  The 
Directors  profess  to  send  out  strict  annual  orders  to  their  servants 
in  the  East,  enjoining  a  diligent  search  for  new*  channels  of  trad- 
ing adventure.  Are  these  orders  really  sent  ?  Do  they  arrive  ? 
Are  they  obeyed  ?  Are  they  successful  ?  The  answer  is, — thf 
dead  weight  y  the  Company,  and  their  monopoly. 

It  was  our  intention,  however,  to  cull,  if  possible,  out  of  this 
vast  store  of  information,  every  particle  which  seemed  capable  of 
being  turned  to  any  profit  \  a  work  of  no  very  great  labour,  ex- 
cepting the  toil  of  search ;  when,  to  our  great  mortification,  the 
merest  accident  gave  us  reason  for  strong  suspicion,  that  what 
facts  the  author  reports,  he  does  not  report  with  accuracy. 
Chance  threw  into  our  way  a  printed  document  on  the  subject  of 
the  Indian  hemp,  about  which  (as  has  been  observed)  this  author 
'  partly  knows '  so  much.  It  is,  like  the  book  before  us,  anony- 
mous ;  and  far  be  it  from  us  to  vouch  for  the  accuracy  of  either ; 
but  the  document  to  which  we  refer,  is  very  minute  in  all  its 
statements,  and  has  the  air  of  demi-official  authority.  It  bears 
the  date  of  last  year.  *  Now,  let  us  compare  accounts.  The 
writer  whom  we  are  reviewing,  says, 

«  The  Company  and  their  fervants,  however,  have  given  no  facility  to 
the  proper  cultivation  of  this  article  (Sunn  hemp),  and  its  introduction  into 
this  country.     On  the  contrary,  they  have  tiegleHtd  or  oppofed  this  objeft.  * 

The  paper  before  mentioned  tells  us,  that  the  Court  of  Direc- 
tors have  been  at  vast  pains  and  expense,  to  promote  the  cultiva- 
tion of  Sunn  hemp  in  various  parts  of  Bengal  j  that '  the  culture 
has  not' only  been  attended  to  by  the  most  scientific  men  in  India, ' 
but  the  best  means  of  dressing,  and  the  most  commodious  mode 
of  packing  it,  have  been  minutely  studied,  c  as,  upon  reference  to 
the  voluminous  records  on  this  subject %  will  appear ; '  that  *  the  East 
India  Company  have,  in  this  country  also,  taken  no  small  trouble 
in  their  endeavours  to  introduce  it  to  public  use,  at  an  expense 
individuals  could  not  have  subjected  tnemselves  to. '    Now,  the 
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worn  that  can  be  supposed  of  dris^  account,  is,  that  ft  is  ft* 
Company's  own  partial  statement  of  their  achievement*;  *ad 
then,  we  have  them  here  laboriously  tecbmmending  te  public 
use,  (for  Such  is  the  whole  drift  of  this  paper),  an  arride,  Ae 
use  of  which  *  they  Bavte  neglected  er  opposed.  * 

Really  the  cause  of  free  trade  is  not  so  desperate,  sis  to  require 
such  lavish  employment  of  stratagem  in  its  support.  This,  howi- 
ever,  is  not  the  single  instance  of  our  author*  inaccuracy.  A 
detection  in  one  instance,  induced  us  very  carefully  to  sift  se- 
veral others  of  his  statements,  which  we  fbund  equally  errdrieous^ 
but  which  our  limits  will  not  suffer  ni  now  to  canvass.  They 
refer  to  cotton,  silk,  sugar,  and  so  forth.  The  conclusion  », 
that  dur  author  *  partly  knows '  a  great  many  things. 

To  make  him  some  amends,  we  must  observe,-  tfcrt,  on  flris 
branch  of  his  subject,  he  treats  with  successful  severity  an  Opinion 
held,  as  he  tells  us,  by  the  Directors,  that  British  capital  ought 
in  no,  event  to  be  et ported  to  India,  for  the  purpose  of  stimulating 
the  productive  powers  of  that  country.  We  nave  not  been  abft 
to  examine  the  statements  of  the  Directors  on  this  point ;  but 
the  opinion  just  quoted,  seems,  when  delivered  mr  aO  its  latitude, 
so  much  at  variance  with  their  common  topics  of  argument,  and 
so  unnecessary  for  their  cause,  that  we  cannot  help  hoping  our 
author  has  here  done  them  injustice.  We?  can  conceive  cases,  ift 
which  the  opinion,  or  at  least  something  like  it,  might  be  held 
sub  tnodo,  with  perfect  impunity. 

The  private  trade  of  the  Americans  with  India  is  very  largely 
discussed  in  this  publication ;  we  know  hot  with  what  accuracy 
of  information,  but  certainly  with  some  force  and  plausibility. 
Throtfgff  this  track  we  do  not  follow  him,  because  it  does  nor, 
in  our  apprehension,  form  an  essential  part  of  the  debateabts 
ground  of  the  question.  The  Americans  will  certainly  out?>trade 
tiic  East  India  Company,  when  we  are  at  war,  and  perhaps,  also, 
when  we  are  at  peace  *  but  this,  like  the  rest  of  the  examples  so 
often  adduced  in  the  present  controversy,  fails  to  prove  the  fact 
^f  a  very  decided  inferiority,  on  the  £art  of  the  Company,  in  com- 
mercial skill  and  alertness.  At  the  same  time,  perhaps,  it  proves 
that  the  Lido-American  trade  should  be  somewhat  more-  clogged 
than  it  is.  We  would  not  be  harsh  towards  foreigners  ;  but  it 
there  be  fair  political  reasons  for  imposing  partial  restraints  on 
a  particular  branch  of  our  own  commerce,  we  see  not  that  it  ii> 
our  bounden  duty  to  love  strangers  better  than  our  own  country- 
men. But  it  is  impossible  for  us  to  attend  with  minuteness  to 
this  part  of  our  author's  remarks  j  and  still  more  preposterous 
would  it  be  to  waste°M*Jch  of  our  reader's  time  upon  the  state  of 
the  private  Indian  <?*  "therce  from  this  country,  or  the  encourage- 
ments* 
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afceitfft,  be-they  le*  or  mctvy  affbrdert  to  the  private  traders  by 
the  Company,  who  seem  now  to  fafrg  btoo«e,ao««tking  bmwtt 
m  regulated  and  a  taint-stock  company. 

We  ought,  perhaps,  to  make  a*  few  comments  ort  the  state  of 
their  finances  j  but  without  supposing  him  intentionally  to  hare 
misrepresented  any  thing,  we  cannot  trust  the  accuracy  of  pur 
author's  accounts.  That  a  good  deal  of  disorder  now  pervade* 
(he  financial  concerns  of  the  India  House  seems  generally  admit*  . 
fed  $  possibly  chore  tfiafl  id  admitted  by  the  Directors ;  and  yet, 
possibly,  they  are  not, so  near  the  hst  stage  of  dilapidation  as  the 
present  writer  would  fain  persuade  us.  We  say  this,  however, 
as  much  on,  general  principles,  as  from  particular  inquiry.  We 
know  perfectly,  how  easy  it  is  to  prove  the  approaching  ruin  of 
any  dung  on  earth,  if  we  are  only  allowed  to  do  it  by  calculation. 
The  financial  world  seems  divided  into  two  orders  of  men,  the 
cnaktrs  and  the  hasten*  The  former  can  demonstrate  by  figures, 
that  every  nation  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa  and  America,  is  on  the 
borders  of  bankruptcy ;  mat  as  for  England,  she  was  ruined  long 
ago,  only  that  she  has  the  ingenuity  not  to  discover  it,  and  to 
walk  about,  like  tome  of  the  worthies  of  the  Romish  calendar, 
with  her  head  in  her  hand  *  that  the  sinking-fund  is  only  a  de- 
structive remedy  against  destruction  j.and  that,  whereas  it  was 
formerly  thought  that- nothing  but  accumulation  could  save  us 
from  the  ruinous- consequences  of  war,  so  now,  it  is  certain,  that 
nothing  bat  war  saves  us  from  the  ruinous  consequences  of  accu- 
mulation. * 

We  need  not  describe  the  opposite  sect  of  the  boasters,  as  this 
gentleman  seems  in  no  danger  of  being  converted  by  them.  His 
accounts  are  gloomy  in  the  extreme;  but,  without  any  great  de- 
position to  think  very  favourably  of  the  pecuniary  state  of  the 
India  Company,  OUr  knowledge  of  his  own  sect,  made  us  from 
the  first  quite  sure,  that  he  would  be  led  to  exaggerate  the  em- 
barrassment* under  which  the  Company  labour.  An  impartial 
representation  of  them,  indeed,  is  highly  desirable  to  the  public, 
wno  have  no  time  to  turn  up  mosty  leger-books,  and  can  hardly 
expect  an  accurate  account  from  the  newspapers.    But  we  cannot 

five  the  praise  of  impartiality  to  this  author,  so  far  as  we  have 
ad  means  of  examining  documents.  Our  means,  however,  wete 
not  quite  so  ample  as  might  have  been  wished ;  but  as  the  par- 
liamentary papers  which  he  has  quoted,  are  of  easy  reference, 
we  did  not  fail  to  examine  these,  and  have  found  in  bis  pages 
what  must  in  fairness  be  considered  errors  of  magnitude. 
He  says, 

1  Let  any  roan,  however,  take  the  trouyl"  *  look  over  the  accounts 
imuually  fabnritted  to  Parliament  under  the  &-  -     of  the  Iadia  Budget, 
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and  he  wiU  fee  gcod  reafon  to  difpute  tWs  pleaj  be  will  fee  thtt  tW 
feventtes  of  India,  op  to  1802—3,  for  tea  years,  were, 

The  charges        •        %  83,153,417 

L.  11,502,864 
—being  raoft  than  eleven  million*  above  the  adual  charge. '    p.  61-3. 
Now,  we  instantly  took  this  advice,  and  turned  over  the  de- 
bates *  on  this  budget  $  where  we  find  that  the  author  omits  the 
following  diminution  of  this  balance. 

Interest  on  the  bonded  debt      -       L.  8,165,218 
Supplies  to  Bencoolen        -        -         1,357,969 

L.  9,521,187 

Subtract  this  from  the  above  sum  of  1 1,502,864/., 

and  the  remaining  net  revenue  is  Only         -  1,981,677 

Again, 

<  In  the  Reports,  in  1792,  it  is  admitted,  that  there  was  a  lofiafi 
the  India  exports ;  and  there  is  no  reafon  to  fuppofe  there  is  a  profit 
now.  Take  this  account,  however,  as  it  is  given :  there  are  vara* 
payments,  part  of  which  are  called  political ;  but  in  the  whole,  incW- 
ing  every  charge,  and  comparing  the  payments  and  profits,  (mdudiBg 
jd  the  latter  the  articles  mentioned),  there  is  the  following  balance. 
Total  profits  ...  L.  13,779,507 
Total  payments  *      l*»797>79*> 

Total  furplus  »  ten  years  -         L.  981,71 1 

*  In  this  account,  there  are  many  articles  which  are  not  comiseicisl 

profits.     Such  are  the  profits  on  private  trade,  amounting,  in  ten  yean, 

to  1^1,056/i ;  and  the  amount  of  annuity  from  Government,  in  tea 

years,  above  363,000/.     Thus  we  have  near  two  millions,  which  do 

.  not  arife  from  trade ; '  &c     p.  6o* 

Now,  on  looking  into  this  matter,  it  does  appear  to  us,  that 
the  Company  were  not  so  wrong  in  their  manner  of  making  up 
this  charge.  By  the  act  of  the  33d  Geo.  III.,  the  old  duty  and 
allowance  of  7  per  cent,  paid  to  them  on  the  private  trade,  are  re- 
-  duced  to  3  per  cent*,  for  which  they  bear  the  expense  of  unship- 
ping, selling,  and  otherwise  managing  the  imports  in  that  trade ; 
and  the  same  act  also  requires  them  to  furnish  annually  a  certain 

Suantity  of  tonnage  for  that  trade.  Paying  and  including  in  the 
_  large*  deducted  from  their  own  commerce  the  expense  incurred 
on  account  of  the  private  trade,  we  should  think  they  may  fair- 
ly set  the  3  per  cent,  received  from  the  private  traders  against 
tnat  expense ;  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  if  they  deduct  that 
expense  from  the  profit  of  their  own  trade,  the  allowance  which 

they 

*  See  Debates,  10th  July  1804. 
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they  receive  on  account  of  the  private  trade,  may,  without  any 
gieat  inaccuracy,  be  added  to  their  account  of  profit. 

Further,  for  a  loan  out  of  their  commercial  capital  to  Govern- 
ment, they  receive  an  annual  interest  of  $6,200/.  Now,  we  pre- . 
sume  that,  as  they  charge  their  trade  with  the  interest  which  they 
pay  on  the  money  they  borrow  from  the  bank  and  otherwise, 
they  may  bring  the  interest  received  from  Government  to  the 
credit  ot  their  trade. 

We  have  noticed  other  inaccuracies,  which  induce  us  to  re- 
gard all  these  accounts  of  the  author's  with  an  eye  of  some  sus-. 
picion.  But  we  cannot  descend  into  any  further  details.  So  far 
a£  this  part  of  the  present  work  goes,  we  do  think  the  question, 
still  rests  very  much  on  those  general  grounds,  in  which,  in  the 
former  part  of  our  remarks,  we  have  attempted  to  place  it.  It  is , 
certainly  surprising,  that  India  should  offer  so  small  a  vent  for 
our  commerce,  both  of  exports  and  imports.  But  the  character, 
of  the  people,  indolent  and  feeble  as  it  is,  may  certainly  afford, 
in  part,  an  explanation  of  this  phenomenon.  We  think,  too,  that, 
the  argument  used  by  the  Company,  from  the  immemorial  use  of 
bullion  in  the  export  trade  to  India,  by  no  means  a  contemptible 
one.  At  this  moment  the  practice  continues  of  carrying  silver 
to  India  for  goods ;  and  this  not  only  on  our  part,  but  on  that  of 
all  the  other  nations,  the  Americans  themselves  not  excepted,, 
who  possess  a  commercial  footing  in  those  regions.  This  surely 
looks  as  if  European  commodities  sould  not  find  a  market  of  any 
extent  in  the  East.  Perhaps,  also,,  some  allowance  should  be 
made  for  the  effects  of  the  institution  of  casts.  Certainly,  not- 
withstanding a  sort  of  latitude  which  is  afforded  to  the  Hindus, 
as  Mr  ColebrOok  informs  us,  these  unnatural  partitions  seem,  in 
practice,  to  be  maintained  with  extraordinary  punctilio ;  and  one 
effect  of  this  absurdity  must  be,  that,  supposing  a  great  increase 
of  demand  for  any  particular  species  of  labour,  the  supply  cannot 
be  furnished  in  time  to  meet  it.  But  we  have  no  space  to  deve- 
lop these  ideas.  We  shall,  therefore,  depend  on  the  candour  of 
the  reader  for  supplying  whatever  he  finds  defective  in  our  short 
statement  of  them.  In  the  case  of  China,  at  least,  it  seems 
pretty  certain,  that  no  great  extension  of  our  commerce  could, 
on  any  system,  be  effected. 

We  know  not  by  what  accident  the  commercial  part  of  the 
present  inquiry  has  occupied  us  much  longer  than  we  originally 
intended.  Some  attention, '  however,  must  now  be  paid  to  the 
political  grounds  on  which  the  East  India  Directors  defend  their 
monopoly.  This  is  generally  thought  to  be  the  strongest  part  of 
their  case,  and  we  will,  therefore,  use  every  effort,  consistent 
with  our  limits,  to  do  it  full  justice ;  but,  so  far  as  we.  shall 
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espouse,  in  this  dfecasriota,  the  cause  6f  motttMly,  vre  most  be' 
allowed  to  do  so  on  out  own  terms.  The  Company  tetve  the  va- 
nity to  think  their  own  existence  indispensably  ftecessaty,  both 
to  due  political  welfare  of  India,  and  to  the  constitutional  iftde* 

Sendence  of  the  mother  country.  The  commercial  democrats 
are  the  sternness  to  maintain,  that  the  existence  of  the  Com- 
pany is  destructive  to  both.  The  parties  are,  as  usual,  both  in 
the  wrong ;  but,  of  the  two,  the  vanity  of  the  Company,  we 
are  inclined  to  think,  is  more  nearly  right  than  the  sternness  of 
the  democrats. 

The  present  writer  seems  to  have  felt  that,  on  this  topic,  the 
monopolists  for  once  happened  to  stand  on  the  popular  ground. 
Not  that  the  remotest  hint  to  this  effect  escapes  him.  On  the 
contrary^  he  is  here  even  unusually  lofty  and  determined ;  but 
when  we  perceive  an  author,  or  any  other  noble  animal,  suddenly 
.begin  to  plunge  and  rear*  it  is  always  a  matter  of  inquiry,  whe* 
ther  this  happens  because  he  has  lighted  on  an  unexpected  piece 
of  smooth  turf,  or  because  he  finds  his  fore-feet  unexpectedly 
subsiding  into  a  bog  ?  in  fact,  for  the  treatment  of  such  a  sub- 
ject as  this,  a  subject  involving  within  its  possible  horizon  aU  the 
principles  of  legislation,  the  author  of  the  (  Considerations '  is 
far  too  much  in  a  hurry,  and  somewhat  too  much  in  a  passion* 
A  great  deal  may  be  said  on  his  side  of  the  question,  but,  till  he 
gets  older,  he  is  hardly  the  man  to  say  it, 

We  can  afford  space  only  for  a  small  portion  of  our  author's 
political  lucubrations  ;  and  we  give  one  which  may  convey  a  no- 
tion, as.  far  as  any  single  portion  can  do  so,  of  the  very  diversified 
whole. 

*  Were  the  governors  of  India  dire&ly  commiffioned  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  refpoofibk  to  it,  they  would  be  compelled  to  mSt  right  at 
their  peril.  At  prefent,  they  ae\  under  no  fuperior ;  they  get  orders 
from  the  Directors  which  they  defpife ;  they  know  that,  between  the 
Board  of  Controul  and  the  Directors,  all  unity  of  power  is  dettroyed* 
They  are  not  the  fervanU  of  the  King,  whom  they  would  not  dare  to 
difobey,  but  of  the  Company,  whom  they  are  athamed  to  obey.  In  the 
mean  time,  between  the  India  Houfe  and  the  Board  of  Controul,  it  is 
impoffibie  to  decide  whether  a  man  a&s  by  the  direction  of  one  or  the 
other,  or  according  to  the  views  of  the  one  or  the  other.  The  whole 
fystem,  therefore,  is  of  a  complexity  which  banifhes  unity  of  principle 
and  confittency  of  obj<r&.  No  one  knows  what  is  obeyed  or  difobeyed, 
where  oppofite  and  different  mailers  exift.  Obedience  is  not  enforced, 
when  the  one  matter  is  afraid  of  giving  to  the  rival  matter  a  right  of  in- 
terference, fhoukl  he  infift  on  his  particular  mandate.  No  controul  there- 
fore  extfts,  when  the  executive  authority  is  thus  ftripped  of  its  powep 
to  direct.  No  refponiibility  exifta  for  difobedience,  when  there  is  no 
regular  command.     There  is  no  remedy  for  abufe  of  truft,  where  the 
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mdmimftraritt  raperior*  are  afraid  of  gbiag  eaeh  other,  at  adraaUge  by 
preferring  accusations,  and  when  they  are  content  to  murmur  bat  have 
not  courage  to  correct  The  cosfequenoe  is,  that,  without  imputing 
blame  to  individuals,  the  fyftem  itfelf  leads  to  diforder ;  and  at  lad  we 
fee  charges  of  malverfation  made,  which  only  excite  contention,  without 
promifing  amendment ;  and  juftice  is  purfued  through  channels  fo  im- 
practicable, that  thinking  men  muft  prefer  the  impunity  of  guilt  to  re- 
tribution fo  obtained. '    p.  142.  143, 

It  cannot  be  denied)  that  those,  as  well  as  the  rest  of  the  au- 
thor^ sentiments  on  this  head,  are  partly  just)  or  that  they  are 
unfolded  with  some  cleverness ;  but  we  find  in  them,  we  must 
fray,  a  good  deal  of  vulgarity,  cant,  and  confusion.  The  writer 
lays  down  no  Very  definite  principles,  and  scarcely  alludes  to  a 
single  fact.  He  seems  almost  to  think  that  this  wicked  Com* 
£any  is  at  the  same  time  a  grand  council  of  the  Great  Moguls, 
grinding  and  chewing  the  immense  population  of  Hindustan  as  if 
It  were  a  mere  betel-nut,  and  also  a  wretched  knot  of  little  petty- 
fogging  clerks,  under  the  orders  of  the  Board  of  Controul ;  and 
then,  while  eloquently  proving  that  they  must  be  the  one  or  the 
other,  pronounces  them  to  be  wretched  governors,  because  they 
are  neither*  We  believe,  however,  that  we  understand  him ; 
though  we  should  not  choose  to  say  so  much  for  himself.  He 
lias  here  lent  a  good  deal  of  countenance,  not  indeed  designedly, 
to  the  common  objections  of  the  third  rate  theorists  of  the  Conti- 
nent against  all  mixed  governments  ;— objections  to  which  every 
tnixed  government  must  be,  in  a  measure,  liable  from  its  very 
nature  5  but  to  which  that  mixed  government  is  peculiarly  liable, 
which,  having  been  the  manufacture  of  rude  times,  has  been  gra- 
dually altered,  shaped,  and  modified  into  a  better  form. 

It  is  hardly  possible  to  conceive  any  government  of  balanced 
powers,  which  shall  not  afford  room  for  general  declamations 
against  its  occasional  incongruity ;  not  to  mention  that,  even  in  the- 
ory, something  in  point  of  efficiency,  or  at  least  of  decision,  must 
4>e  lost  by  the  perpetual  reaction  of  opposing  checks.  €  We  en* 
able 9  (says  our  author)  €  the  Court  of  Directors  to  appoint  the 
chief  governors  of  India,  and  the  Government  retains  the  power 
to  recal,  or,  in  effect,  to  annul  the  appointment.  The  Directors 
propose  measures,  and  the  Government  has  the  power  to  alter 
and  to  amend. '  We  say  all  this  may  be  bad ;  it  may  be  dreadful ; 
but  it  is  not  necessarily  so.  We  enable,  in  this  country,  the  King 
to  appoint  his  ministers ;  and  Parliament  retain  the  power  to  vote 
against  them,  that  is,  to  annul  the  appointment.  We  enable 
Mm  to  declare  war  without  consulting  any  body ;  and  Parliament 
-may  mttttfy  his  act,  or  worse,  hj  lef using  supplies.  Does  it 
ftftew,  that  (to  borrow,  mutatis  mutandis^  his  pnraseology)  *  by 
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this  complicated  svstem,  the  King  is  nothing,  or  the  Parliament 
is  nothing,  and  often  both  ?  •  *  Do  we  not  (he  asks)  hear  it  laid 
down  as  a  general  principle,,  the  Company  .**ust  npt  qaarrtl  wth 
the  Government  ?*  '  Do  we  not  (it  may  be  retorted)  hear  it  laid 
down  as  a  general  principle,  that  Parliament  must  not  quarrel  wth 
the  King  ? '  How  far  back  must  we  go,  in  the  history  of  this 
country,  even  to  discover  that  the  Monarch  has  the  power  of  * 
veto !  But  what,  after  all,  is  this  to  the  eomitis  centuriata,  and 
the  comitia  tributa^  of  Rome,  two  bodies  naturally  opposed,  but. 
which  yet  coexisted  for  centuries,  when  either  of  them  might  le- 
gally have  annihilated  the  other  by  a  single  vote  ?  *  All  this 
shows  the  folly  of  looking  merely  at  the  formal  part  of  a  govern- 
ment when  we  would  explain  its  nature. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  we  are  for  holding  '  forms 
to  be  indifferent ; '  especially  after  the  contrary  has  been  so  tri- 
umphantly proved  by  Hume.  Yet  the  view  which  that  author 
takes  of  this  subject  in  the  Essay  f  to  which  we  refer,  does  ntit 
lead  him  directly  to  note  a  distinction  that  wa6  very  doubtless  in 
his  thoughts ;  the  distinction,  we  mean,  between  forms  and  fictwns. 
A  form  may  be  kept  up  efficiently  j  or  it  may  be  kept  up  pro  for- 
ma*. Supposing,  in  the  instance  mentioned  by  Hume,  of  the  Po- 
lish monarchy,  the  Crown,  by  a  series  of  events,  or  a  concourse 
of  accidents,  to  be  virtually  fixed  in  a  particular  family,  while  yet 
it  was  called  elective,  and  while  the  shell  of  all  the  old  system  re* 
mained,  the  elective  monarchy  would  be  a  mere  fiction.  Forms, 
therefore  are  not  indifferent,  but  fiction?  are  so;  and  it  is  in 
carefully  distinguishing  these  two,  in  carefully  taking  into  ac- 
count the  one,  and  neglecting  the  other,  that  the  labour,  and  the 
nicety  of  what  may  be  denominated  legislative  criticism,  entirely 
consists. 

With  all  our  kindness,  however,  for  the  constitution  of  the 
East  India  Company,  we  cannot  as  yet  quite  place  it  on  a  level 
with  that  of  England  \  and  our  author  is  welcome,  if  he  pleases, 
to  consider  our  argument,  comparative  of  these  two  forms  of  go- 
vernment, as  a  mere  reductio  ad  absurdum.  We  are  only  for/wr- 
ticularizing.  Whether  a  mixed  government  be  a  conspiration  or 
a  confusion,  a  Conflux  or  a  contest,  an  Italian  concert  or  a  Dutch 
one,  can  never  be  determined,  but  by  a  minute  investigation,  first 
of  die  law  of  union,  and  then  of  the  manner  and  degree  in  which 
this  law  has  been  modified  by  the  influence  of  circumstances  or 
by  opinion. 

Under 
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*  See  Hume's  Eflayt* 
f  Politics  a  Science* 
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Under  this  limitation,  we  agree  with  the  author  that  the  go«- 
vernment  of  the  Company  in  question  is  a  great  andmaly,  and  caii 
adopt  all  the  verbal  variations  with  which  he  has  set  this  remark: 
That  a  thing  is  unique,  however,  does  not  prove  it  to  be  absolute- 
ly a  monster ;  while  it  very  satisfactorily, .  we  think,  proves  this* 
tLat  in  judging  of  it,  we  must  not  apply  old  rules  without  the 
greatest  caution.  To  call  the  Directors  '  sovereigns,*  is,  indeed, 
in  strictness,  a  misnomer.  If  they  were  so,  we  should  be  per- 
fectly sure,  that  they  ought  to  be  dethroned  5  but,  in  point  of  net, 
as  well  as  in  point  of  law,  they  are  only  a  constituent  part  of  the 
sovereign  authority  of  India.  The  power  is  lodged  jointly  in  the 
Court  of  Directors  and  the  Board  of  Controulj  both  mutually 
checking  each  other,  and  both  collectively  checked  by  Parliament* 
There  are  probably  many  vices  in  this  constitution  of  things  ; 
but  whether  those  vices  are  susceptible  of  reform,  or  whether  they 
are  to  be  reasons  for  &  revolution,  is  a  matter  of  very  serious  in- 
quiry, and  cannot  be  decided  without  an  infinitely  more  scientific 
view  of  the  question,  than  we  find  in  the  publication  before  us. 

To  enter  into  the  large  field  of  disquisition  which  might  here  be 
opened,  is  as  much  beside  our  purpose,  as  it  is  beyond  our  abili- 
ty. All  that  we  shall  do,  is  first  to  mention  the  two  principal  de- 
fects apparently  chargeable  on  the  political  constitution  of  the  In- 
dia Company,  supposing  (as  we'  have  a  right  to  Suppose)  that  it 
has  received  all  tne  reforms  of  which  it  is  actually  capable ;  and 
then  to  describe  what,  in  this  case,  would  be  its  principal  virtue. 
After  this,  we  may  consider  those  plans  for  the  government  of 
our  Oriental  possessions,  which  are  most  likely  to  be  candidates  for 
adoption,  in  the  event  of  the  system  now  established  being  su- 
perseded. 

The  first  defect  which  we  charge  upon  the  constitution  of  the 
Company,  is  one  to  which  we  have  already  alluded,  as  attaching 
to  the  nature  of  a  mixed  government.  Time,  in  such  a  govern- 
ment, is  often  lost  \  and  time  is  fewer.  This,  however,  is  a  sacri- 
fice well  made,  for  liberty.  It  is  an  invariable  rule,  that,  when 
matters  once  come  to  length  of  stride,  despotism,  and  above  all,  in- 
dividual despotism,  must  win  the  race  5  but  yet,  nobody  wishes  for 
despotism  in  this  country.  To  have  named  this  topic,  however, 
is  enough  5  and  it  would  be  mere  waste  of  time  to  dwell  oft 
truths  so  trite  as  to  have  become  the  standing  text  with  the  bet- 
ter sort  of  tavern-orators.  ' 
'Secondly,  Some  vice  seems  to  us  necessarily  to  reside  in  the 
constitution  of  theEastlndia  Company,  from  its  being  what  we  may 
call  an  episode;  from  its  interests  not  moving  exactly  in  the  same  or- 
bit with  the  -other  powers  of  the  state,  but  tracing  out  rather  the 
path  of  a  satellite*    From  this  circumstance,  their  concerns  do  ndt 
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excite  .that-  unremitting  and  impassioned  attention,  with- which 
the  two  parties  that  at  any  time  divide  Parliament,  ate  apt  to 
regard  matters  of  which  the  responsibility  refit*  solely  with  the 
jiunister. 

We  have,  on  a  former  occasion,  hinted  at  tbia  circumstance,  a* 
being  one  of  those  which  explain  the  Jistleasness,  ao  apparent  n 
this  country,  with  respect  to  Indian  affairs.  The  writer  under 
pur  review  has  something  of  the  wme  idea  ;  but,  were  we  vain 
enough  to  assume  die  credit  of  having  suggested  it  to  hira,  we 
should  be  truly  mortified  at  the  mutilation  which  it  had  under* 
gone  in  his  hands.  The  matter  is,  not  that  it  cannot  be  knowa 
who  is  legally  responsible  for  our  national  transactions  in  the 
East; — in  every  particular  case,  this  may  very  easily  be  ascertain* 
e«L  The  whole  of  the  difficulty  arises  Jtrom  this  very  simple  cir- 
cumstance, that,  In  every  regular  battle,  there  cannot  be  more 
than  two  sides.  Now,  the  Directors  being-an  independent  body, 
distinct  from  the  Cabinet-Council  of  the  day,  might  ne  annihilate^ 
by  a  vote  of  Parliament,  while  yet  the  state  of  parties  remained 
jinaltered.  But  in  most  transactions  <of  any  magnitude,  there  wiD 
be  one  portion  of  responsibility  resting  on  the  heads  of  the  Di- 
rectors, and  another  on  the  administration  $  mid  though  IP  allot 
these  portions  may  be  very  easy  rftcr  the  transaction  has  been  in- 
vestigated, it  is  not  go  easy  till  toe  investigation.  In  calling  out 
for  inquiries,  therefore,  into  the  derails  of  Indian  politics,  the  oj>* 
position,  however  suspicious  appearances  may  be,  are  playing,  if 
we  may  so  express  it,  a  comtingent  stab*  The  inquiry  may  or  may 
not  be  found  to  affect  ministers ;  that  is,  it  may  or  may  not,  ao 
far  as  party-views  are  concerned,  be  a^  move.  It  is  perfectly 
"otherwise  with  our  European  •politics.  Whatever  misfortune* 
here  occur,  ministers  are  too  surely  responsible  £  and  ahould  they 
attempt  to  devolve  the  odium  on  those  whom  they  have  jemploj* 
ed,  they  are  responsible  for  having  employed  4sudi  instruments. 
If  the  distinction  between'  these  two  cases  be  ppt  90  strongly 
marked  as  we  have  described  it,  and  if,  in  particular  cases,  t 
has,  for  a  season,  altogether  disappeared,  at  least  there  is  com- 
rnonly  an  approximation  to  it.    But  party-men  are  too  much 

eided  by  party-views ;  and  since  the  politics  of  India  can  seldoip 
made  matters  of  party, — therefore,  excepting  flagrant  instances 
of  misconduct,  and  not  always,  perhaps,  excepting  even  these, 
our  national  proceedings  in  that  country  excite  but  a  languid  at- 
tention -in  the  twe  houses  of  Parliament.  This  is  an  evil,  for 
which  we  know  not  a  very  efficient  or  direct  remedy,  so  Jong  a? 
the  Govervment  of  India  moves  in  a  sphere  of  its  own.  The  evil 
"would  evidently  exist,  even  if  the  Company  were  formally  repre- 
sented in  Parliament,  because  such  an  arrangement,  however  it 

might 
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might  convert  the  supposed  representatives  into  party-men,  could 
never  make  a  partisan  of  the  Company  itself.  In  the  mean  time, 
it  is  necessary  to  remember,  that  the  evil  is  of  a  limited  extent, 
that  it  may  very  probably  admit  of  still  further  limitation,  and  that 
India  has  a  sort  of  parliament  of  its  own,  though  a  very  imper- 
fect one,  in  the  court  of  stock-proprietors. 

Such,  it  strikes  us,  are  the  two  principal  imperfections  neces- 
sarily adhering  to  the  constitution  of  the  Company.  The  great  vir- 
tue of  this  constitution  unquestionably  is,  that  by  means  'of  it,  the 
immense  patronage  of  India  is  prevented  from  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  minister  of  the  day,  in  which  it  might  prove  a  most 
efficient  and  dangerous  instrument  of  corruption.  This  consi- 
deration is,  it  seems,  carefully  held  up  to  public  view  by  the 
Company  and  their  advocates,  and  it  indubitably  forms  a  fair  ar- 
gument in  their  favour ;  nor  does  it  appear  to  us  of  the  smallest 
moment  to  inquire,  whether  the  motives  from  which  it  is  urged, 
be  patriotic  or  selfish.  s  We  ought '  (says  this  author) €  to  know 
the  men  who  raise  the  objection,  better. '  But,  with  great  sub- 
mission to  him,  we  ought  not  to  know  either  the  men  who  raise 
the  objection,  or  the  man  who  has  here  endeavoured  to  refute  it. 
We  ought  to  know  only  the  pro  and  the  con,  and  to  determine  ac- 
cordingly. 

The  fund  of  patronage  which  a  colony,  using  that  term  pro- 
perly, affords  to  the  crown,  is  by  no  means  in  proportioa  to  its 
size ;  because  size  gives  it  political  weight,  and  consequently,  a 
voice  in  its  own  government.  Where  even  the  appointment  of  a 
colonial  officer  is  left  solely  to  the  king,  the  minister  may  often 
be  obliged,  in  making  it,  to  consult  the  wishes  of  the  colonists. 
In  some  instances,  however,  a  colony  has  had  the  sole  power  of 
chusing  even  its  own  governor ;  as,  for  example,  Connecticut 
and  Rhode-Island,  before  the  disruption  of  America.  It  is  obvi- 
ous, that  this  can  never  be  the  case  with  the  inhabitants,  white 
and  black,  of  our  East-Indian  possessions,  while  they  continue, 
as  now,  without  a  recognized  constitutional  existence.  Were 
India  to  become  a  colpny,  the  crown  might  be  more  safely  trusted 
-with  what  patronage  tne  colonists  would  quietly  suffer  it  to  re- 
tain 5  but  it  is  to  be  recollected,  that  if  the  Company  were  abo- 
lished, a  long  interval  must  elapse  before  India  could  be  com- 
pletely colonized,  allowing  that  it  would  ever  be  colonized  at  all ; 
and  that,  during  this  interval,  the.  tide  of  ministerial  influence 
might  be  so  swelled  by  the  patronage  of  that  country,  as  very  se- 
riously to  menace  our  liberties.  In  the  hands  of  the  Company, 
all  this  power  may  reside,  at  least  with  safety  to  the  balance  of 
the  constitution. 

The  author  answers  this  argument  by  saying,  that  to  talk  thus, 

▼ol.  x.  mo.  26.  A  a  is 
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is  to  traduce  the  English  constitution!  which  sufficiently  provided 
checks  against  maladministration,  without  the  necessity  of  resort- 
ing to  an  anomalous,  monstrous,  and  dangerous  authority,  which 
it  neither  knows  nor  sanctions.  But  this  reply,  to  treat  it  favour- 
ably., seems  extremely  vague.  To  say,  that  we  ought  not  to  an- 
nex, in  perpetuum%  to  the  office  of  cabinet-minister,  one  or  tw<* 
hundred  more  of  close  boroughs,  or,  which  is  equipollent,  a  com- 
mand of  as  many  dead  votes,  appears  to  be  no  libel  on  the  con- 
stitution,* but  Tather  the  reverse.  If  die  constitution  knows 
nothing  of  the  India  Company,  it  knows  as  little  of  India  and  its 
patronage,  and  its  peculiar  relation  to  this  country.  The  case  is 
a  new  one.  ,  But  if  we  are,  in  a  sort  of  Talmudistic  spirit,  to 
make  an  ?mulet  of  the  letter  of  the  constitution,  why  do  we  not 
act  fully  up  to  our  own  principle  ?  Why  do  we  not  extend  all 
the  forms  of  our  own  system  to  our  fellow-subjects  in  the  East  ? 
"Why  do  we  not  issue  writs  for  darkening  the  House  of  Commons 
with  representatives  of  the  black  population  of  India  ?  Why  do 
we  not  increase  our  peerage  by  a  body  of  delegates  from  the 
Hindoo  or  Mussulman  aristocracies ;  not  forgetting  to  variegate 
the  bench  of  bishops,  by  interspersing  it  with  fifty  expounders  of 
the  Koran,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  Pundits  learned  in  the 
Vedas  ? 

The  spirit  of  the  constitution  surely  forbids  any  great  increase 
of  ministerial  patronage,  or  at  least,  without  the  institution  of 
additional  checks  somewhere.  The  misfortune,  however,  of 
committing  all  this  patronage  to  the  ministry,  and  then  institut- 
ing checks,  is,  that  the  patronage  will  only  enable  them  to  buy 
off  the  checks.  The  plunder  will  defend  itself.  It  is  somewhat 
whimsical  in  this  writer  to  contend,  that  the  controul  of  Parlia- 
ment will  prevent  the  evil,  when  the  very  objection  to  the  evil 
is,  that  it  weakens  that  controul.  This  is,  as  if  the  crew  of  a 
vessel  driven  by  a  current,  should  attempt  to  stop  her  course  by 
all  hands  pulling  the  ropes.  It  seems,  therefore,  a  question  at 
least,  whether  we  ought  not  to  vest  the  influence  alluded  to,  in 
some  other  independent  quarter ;  no  matter  whether  it  be  the 
India  Company  or  not. 

There  is,  however,  this  argument  for  chusing  the  Company  as 
the  deposite  of  Indian  patronage,  in  preference  to  any  new  body, 
that  it  is  already  established  ;  and  however  we  may  modify  it,  or 
whatever  is"  to  be  done  with  its  commercial  privileges,  the  known 
principles  of  legislation  enjoin  us,  rather  to  avail  ourselves  of 
forms  already  in  use,  than  to  be  eager  for  the  credit  of  inventing 
others.  Some  share  in  the  management  of  Indian  affairs,  must, 
of  course,  go  along  with  this  patronage,  wherever  it  is  lodged ; 
because  it  is  preposterous  to  pay  men,  and  give  them  no  work  for 
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their  pay.  Neither  let  us  be  too  much  alarmed  by  the  mere 
*  whistling '  of  such  *  names, y  as  complexity^  anarchical  govern-' 
meat,  and  so  forth ;  or  of  such  cant  ambidexter  phrases  as  imp*- 
trium  in  imperio  •  all  which  may  be  used  against  the  worst  system 
and  against  the  best.  The  charge  of  confusion,  as  we  have  already 
observed,  may  easily,  so  long  as  men  deal  in  generals,  be  urgejd 
against  every  one  of  those  organized  combinations  of  obedience 
and  resistance,  which  we  call  governments ;  along  the  whole  in- 
terval between  the  dreadful  unity  of  despotism,  and  the  uniform 
multiplicity  of  anarchy  \  between  the  point  where  all  is  obe- 
dience without  resistance,  and  the  point  where  all  is  resistance 
without  obedience. 

The  author  informs  us,  however,  that  the  Directors  are  already 
a  dangerous  instrument  of  influence  in  the  hands  of  ministers, 
and  that,  if  they  were  not  so,  they  would  be  too  powerful,  and 
amazingly  apt  to  rebel.  *  Whatever  be  the  fact,  we  see  no  reason; 
why  they  should  necessarily  be  either  the  one  or  the  other.  If 
the  balance  be  not  exact,  make  it  so.  But,  in  saying  that  the 
Company  is  now  *  a  slave '  to  the  cabinet,  the  author,  we  think, 
hardly  does  them  justice,  and  too  much  forgets  recent  events. 
We  do  not  mean,  however,  to  praise  the  present  constitution,  or 
the  late  acts  of  the  Company,  or  to  blame  them.  AU  we  say  is* 
that  this  constitution  may  be  made  a  good  one,  if  it  is  at  present 
otherwise. 

With  respect  to  the  government  of  the  Company  in  India,  if 
indeed  we  can  call  them  governors,  it  was  formerly  oppressive 
enough ;  but  we  are  much  afraid,  that  this  would  have  been  the 
case  under  any  system.  The  African  slave  trade  continued  long 
after  the  African  Company  became  bankrupt.  Our  colonies  in 
America  did  not  treat  the  Indians  of  the  West  much  better  than 
the  early  adventurers  from  this  country  treated  their  namesakes  in 
the  East.  There  is,  in  effect,  no  instance,  or  hardly  one,  in  his- 
tory, of  a  stronger  nation  having  come  into  close  contact  with  one 
decidedly  weaker,  it  being  supposed  that  the  weaker  has  no  chance 
of  a  powerful  ally,  but  the  strong  became  oppressors.  We  ar- 
dently hope,  that  we  are  now  repairing,  in  a  measure,  these 
wrongs.  Of  the  late  wars,  indeed,  in  India,  the  Directors  them- 
-selves  profess  to  disapprove.  This  is  a  good  symptom ;  and  if 
(as  is  said)  they  act,  in  this  instance,  rot  from  a  sense  of  justice, 
but  of  interest,  we  rejoice  that  they  have  discovered  the  neces- 
sary coincidence  of  their  interests  and  their  duties.  It  was  for 
not  seeing  this,  that  they  have  been  all  along  censured.  But  they 
must  yet  do  much,  before  they  think  of  resting  on  their  oars,  or 
living  on  their  fame. 

We  have  now  afforded,  the  best  sketch  in  our  power,  of  the 
*  A  a  2  present 
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present  form  of  Indian  administration,  toting  it,  however,  be  k 
always  remembered,  at  its  best  possible.  To  examine  particular 
regulations  on  the  subject,  is  beyond  our  knowledge  and  our  abi- 
lity. It  is  now  incumbent  on  us,  shortly  to  consider,  what,  if 
the  Company  should  be  abolished,  is  the  most  probable  alterna- 
tive ? 

There  seem  to  us  to  be  four  answers  to  this  question,  and 
these  four,  we  suspect,  conveniently  include  all  the  rational  an- 
swers that  can  be  made.     In  the  event  supposed— 

First,  The  trade  may  be  laid  open,  and  the  system  of  govern- 
ment transferred  to  the  King  and  Parliament ;  while  yet  the  en- 
trance  of  settlers  into  British  India  continues  to  be  greatly  clog- 
ged, and  all  political  existence  to  be  denied  them. 

Secondly,  The  trade  may  be  laid  open,  the  entrance  of  settlers 
freely  permitted,  the*  Company  altogether  abolished,  and  the  pa- 
tronage transferred  to  the  Crown. 

Thirdly,  The  same  as  the  first ;  only,  that  die  political  power 
and  the  patronage  of  the  directors  remain  with  them. 

Fourthly,  The  trade  and  country  may  be  both  entirely  laid  o- 
pen,  while  the  Directors  retain  their  patronage,  and  generally  the 
degree  of  political  power  which  they  now  possess* 

With  respect  to  the  first  plan,  we  shall  make  three  remarks. 
In  the  first  place,  this  plan  leaves,  in  unabated  force,  all  the  ob- 

i'ections  so  strongly  urged  by  Dr  Smith,  and  so  eloquently  by 
iurke,  against  the  mischiefs  resulting  to  the  East  Indies  from 
their  being  necessarily  made  the  prey  of  temporary  residents. 
What  force  there  is  in  those  objections,  we  cannot  stop  to  in- 
quire $  and  shall  only  hint,  that,  though  the  system  of  tempo- 
rary residence  may  have  its  faults,  yet  those  faults  are  capable  of 
much  correction  fey  law,  and,  in  fact  have,  in  the  present  in- 
stance, received  such  correction  ;  and  further,  that  the  opinion, 
that  the  hope  of  in  future  providing  for  their  children  by  procuring 
them  employments  in  the  same  line,  and  other  conspiring  causes, 
may  greatly  tend  to  inspire  the  Anglo-Indian  residents  with  some- 
thing of  a  patriotic  feeling  towards  the  country  where  they  pass 
the  best  years  of  their  lives. 

In  the  next  place,  this  plan  would  lay  very  serious  restraints 
on  that  freedom  of  trade,  which  is  the  main  object  of  its  esta- 
blishment. It  would  in  fact  make  the  commerce  of  India,  if  we 
may  affix  to  it  such  a  title,  a  sort  of  regulated  royal  monopoly. 
It  would  raise  a  hope  of  freedom  that  must  be  disappointed  5  and 
probably,  any  frequent  exercise,  by  a  royal  government,  of  a 
power  of  excluding  residents,  would  be  still  more  odious  than 
the  preventive  monopoly  of  the  Company,  which  saves  men  the 
*-ouble  of  being  sent  home,  by  hindering  them  from  being  sent  out. 
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r  In  the  last  place,  die  objection  of  the  probable  abuse  of  patron- 
age,  when  lodged  in  Ministerial  hands,  not  only  remains,  but 
applies  with  augmented  force.  If  the  ports  of  India  be  made  all 
free,  while  yet  a  good  deal  of  jealousy  is  to  be  exercised  in 
watching  the  movements  of  those  who  arrive  in  them  from  a- 
broad,  it  must  be  most  evident  that  the  charges  of  inspection  will 
be  prodigious,  and  of  course  a  door  is  opened  to  the  creation  of 
new  offices. 

Nothing  more,  we  conceive,  need  be  said  of  a  plan,  which 
seems  to  unite  in  itself  the  evils  of  almost  all  the  systems  that 
can  be  adopted.  It  would,  indeed,  prevent  the  possibility  of  co- 
lonization, but  perhaps  at  a  greater  expense  than  the  advantage 
is  worth. 

*  The  second  of  the  plans  which  we  mentioned,  is  that  perhaps 
-which  will  most  conciliate  popularity.      Before,  however,  any 

•thing  can  be  said  upon  it,  a  preyious  question  ought  to  be  agitat- 
ed ;  Would  a  complete  liberty  of  commerce  in  the  East  Indies, 
and  an  unqualified  permission  of  ingress  to  European  settlers, 
tend  to  colonization  ?    The  Directors  seem  to  believe,  that  In- 

•  dia  would,  by  these  regulations,  be  converted  into  a  prodigious 
colony  in  the  course  of  half  a  century.    To  this  sentiment  we 

-  cannot  entirely  accede.  Our  view  of  the  subject  amounts  to  this, — 
that  it,  in  some  measure,  depends  on  accident,  whether  or  not, 
under  the  supposed  circumstances,  India  would  become  a  colony ; 
but  that  the  atiirmative  opinion  is  the  most  probable.  Our  zeal- 
ous author,  however,  can  never  even  enter  the  same  room  with 
the  Company  ;  he,  therefore,  flies  off  at  all  points,  and  declares 
the  apprehension  of  colonization  to  be  '  wholly  chimerical. ' 
Hardly  a  single  Englishman,  he  contends,  will  ever  think  of  set- 
tling in  the  E..st  Indies ;  an  opinion  hardly  quite  consistent  with 
his  ideas  of  the  immense  opportunities  afforded  by  the  East  for 
the  extension  of  commerce,  anu  ot  the  probability  that  the  eman- 
cipation of  the  Indian  trade  would  occasion  a  considerable  influx 
of  British  capital  into  that  quarter  of  the  world.  He  cannot  but 
know,  that  men  love  to  foltow  their  capitals  into  distant  lands, 
and  that,  wherever  we  find  foreign  capital  fairly  domiciliated  in 
a  country,  we  may  surely  reckon  upon  our  not  having  long  to 
look  for  the  capitalist. 

The  great  argument  which  he  uses  on  this  point,  is  founded 
on  a  comparison  between  America  and  Hindustan  ;  a  comparison 
which  we  do  not  think  decisive.  America  was  indeed  a  new 
country,  and  afforded  an  infinitely  greater  scope  for  the  elasticity 
of  population  to  operate,  than  can  be  expected  in  a  country  that 
has  been  settled  for  centuries.  But  the  author  seems  to  forget, 
that  no  old  country  is  fully  peopled  j  and  if  we  may  $ay  that 
A  a  3  population 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


565  Considerations  oA  iht  Trade  ivtih  India}  July 

population  19  universally  checked  by  what  he  calk  '  the  nature 
of  things, '  yet  it  is  rather  by  the  artificial  nature  of  things 
that  this  happens.  England  is  not  peopled  nearly  to  its  lereL. 
Now,  the  primary  causes  of  this  circumstance  seem  to  be,  the  na- 
tural reluctance  of  the  middling  classes  to  descend  into  a  lower 
stage  of  life  by  burdening  themselves  with  numerous  families, 
the  unequal  division  of  property,  and  the  impediments  to  the  cul- 
tivation of  new  land.  It  is  therefore  opinion,  principally  at  least, 
that  keeps  down  population.  It  is  the  reverence  of  men  for  an- 
cient institutions  ;  it  is  the  omnipotence  of  custom  5  it  is  resigna 
tion  ; '  it  is  indolence.  Supposing,  however,  an  order  of  men, 
•much  superior  to  ourselves,  were  suddenly  introduced  into  this 
country  \  an  order  greatly  more  athletic  in  limb,  infinitely  more 
'enterprising, — in  understanding  incomparably  more  masculine, — 
f  looking '  farther  *  before  and  after,  '—despising  our  superstitions 
of  opinion, — keenly  ambitious, — and  determined  to  support  them- 
selves on  the  produce  of  the  country ;— conceive  them,  indeed, 
to  enter  on  a  solemn  promise  to  respect  ?  the  ancient  landmarks 
which  our  fathers  have  set,?  and  perhaps  with  an  intention  of 
being  just  and  merciful  $ — with  all  this,  allow  them  to  be  but 
men ;  arid  we  firmly  believe  that  every  one  of  them!  would,  by 
some  moans  or  other,  find  here  that  subsistence  which  he  want- 
ed 5  and  that,  by  obvious  consequence,  this  race  of  heroes  would 
multiply,  while  our  pigmy-generation  would  gradually  dwindle 
away.  But  we  have  here  put  the  case  weakly.  If,  in  the  si- 
tuation just  feigned,  we  suppose  this  country  to  be  previously 
peopled  to  the  very  powers  of  its  last  waste  acre,  the  very  samq 
event  would  undoubtedly  occur.  We  do  not  say  that  it  would 
be  a  set  of  wolves  carving  out  breathing-room  for  themselves  in  a 
Fold  crowded  with  sheep  ;  but  it  would  certainly  be  men  making 
way  among  children. 

We  n^ed  not  apply  this  irhagined  event ;  the  parallel  is  obvi- 
ous. Our  author,  when  denying  the  possibility  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  an  European  population  into  Hindustan,  overlooks  the  su- 
perior energy  of  the  European  character,  and  that  surest  magic, 
*  the  ascendancy  of  strong  minds  over  weak  ones. '  We  may 
almost  quote  on  this  subject,  without  any  gross  misapplication 
of  its  meaning,  the  noble  exclamation  of  the  poet ; 

4  RJind,  mind  alone,  bear  witness,  earth  and  heaven ! 
The  living  fountains  in  itself  contains.  ' 

The  great  obstacle,  certainly,  to  the  event  supposed,  would  be, 
a  strict  and  impartial  discharge  of  justice  in  our  courts  in  the 
East.  This  would  certainly  prevent  any  violent  and  grievous  opr 
pression  of  the  natives  by  the  European  adventurers  •,  but  there 
are  a  thousand  ways  in  which  wc  might  gradually  press  upon 
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them,  without  a  dhrect  violation  of  law.  "We  are  to  observe  fur> 
ther,  that  one  third  of  the  lands  of  India  is  waste,  and  that  the 
rest,  productive  as  it  is,  is  very  meanly  cultivated.  The  first 
sound  of  a  free  Indian  trade  would  attract  a  hundred  different 
vessels  from  our  coasts.  Speculation  would  be  prodigal  and  im- 
provident ;  for,  after  all,  even  commerce  can  be  romantic.  Ail 
this  would  lead  in  many  ways  to  a  settlement  \  but  this  at  least 
flows  inevitably  from  the  preceding  remarks,  that  supposing,  by 
some  accident,  (against  which,  who  shall  ensure  us  ?)  an  Euro- 
pean plantation  once  to  begin  in  our  Indian  provinces,  it  must 
proceed.  The  weak  must  gradually  yield  to  the  strong  ;  the  lazy 
to  the  laborious  ;  the  timorous  to  the  daring.  The  European  po- 
pulation would,  indeed,  gradually  degenerate  ;  and  there  would 
be  a  pretty  numerous  mixed  race  ;  but  the  genuine  natives  must, 
after  all,  decline. 

The  probability  of  these  events  forms  a  very  formidable  objec- 
tion to  those  measures  from  which  they  must  originate.  We 
will  not  consider,  how  much  or  how  little  of  danger,  might  ac- 
crue to  this  country,  from  the  colonization  of  British  India. 
We  are  quite  content  with  the  evils  which,  if  we  have  rightly 
conceived  what  would  be  its  process,  it  must  necessarily  inflict 
on  the  native  population  of  Hindustan.  How, the  American  In- 
dians, a  far  hardier  race  of  men,  have  been  perpetually  compel- 
led to  recede  before  the  destroying  march  of  European  coloniza- 
tion, it  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  mention;  or  to  deduce  from  this* 
and  many  other  similar  facts,  inferences  and  illustrations  of  the 
subject  tnat  has  just  been  considered. 

Thus  much  may  certainly  be  objected  to  the  second  of  our 
plans;  to  say  nothing  of  the  observation  we  have  repeatedly 
made,  that  in  its  first  effect  it  would  probably  tend  to  increase, 
in  an  exorbitant  degree,  the  indirect  power  ot  the  Crown. 

But  if  we  suppose  either  of  these  plans  to  be  modified,  by 
placing  the  government  of  India  in  some  corporate  body  similar 
to  that  in  which  it  now  resides,  the  objections  to  both  plans 
Would  in  part  be  weakened.  We  have  not,  however,  room  par- 
ticularly to  trace  the  effects  of  either  of  these  arrangements ; 
neither  is  it  necessary 5  as,  if  the  reader  thinks  the  task  wortli 
performing,  nothing  can  be  easier  than,  with  due  qualifications, 
to  apply  to  them  the  remarks  which  we  have  already  taken  the 
liberty  of  hazarding.  In  effect,  without  violating  our  promise  of 
"withholding  a  determinate  opinion  on  the  matters  agitated  in  this 
article,  we  may  venture  to  say,  that  it  is  our  inclination  to  pre- 
fer the  third  plan  to  the  first,  and  the  fourth  to  the  second. 
But  the  reader,  we  doubt  not,   will  not  much  trouble  hbnsclfc 
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about  our  conclusions  on  the  subject,  and  will  be  better  pleased 
if  he  shall  have  toiled  through  the  prolix  article  with  which  we 
have  presented  him,  to  be  left  to  the  undisturbed  exercise  of  his 
own  judgment. 


Art.  VIII.  Jugement  sur  Buonaparte,  addressi  par  le  General 
Dumourier  a  la  nation  Francaise,  et  a  F  Europe. 

Analysis  of  the  Character  and  Conduct  of  Bonaparte^  addressed  to 
the  French  Soldiery  >  and  the  People  if  Europe^  by  General  Dtt- 
mourier.  Translated  from  the  French  by  Mr.  Elder  ;  to  which 
is  subjoined  the  original  text.  8vo.  pp.  122.  London,  Hat- 
chard.     1807. 

Mr  Elder  states  in  the  dedication  of  his  translation,  that  he  re- 
quested a  friend,  who  lives  in  habits  of  intimacy  with  Ge- 
neral Dumourier,  to  inquire  whether  or  not  he  was  the  real  au- 
thor of  this  piece.  The  General  answered  that  he  was,  and  that 
he  gave  full  liberty  to  publish  his  declaration  to  this  purpose  ; 
adding,  at  the  same  time,  a  good  deal  of  invective,  in  the  style  of 
the  pamphlet  itself.  Satisfied  with  this  evidence,  Mr  Elder  was 
anxious  to  make  the  work  known  in  our  language,  conceiving 
that  it  is  calculated  to  produce  an  excellent  effect  in  the  present 
crisis,  by  giving  *  a  most  intelligent  and  faithful  exposition  of 
the  conduct  and  character  of  a  usurper,  whose  flagitious  darings 
have  spread  ruin  and  desolation  throughout  a  great  portion  of 
the  European  world,  and  even  menaced  Great  Britain  with  inva- 
sion '  —and  by  proving  most  satisfactorily,  that  *  notwithstand- 
ing his  successes  have  been  unusually  rapid,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
the  character  of  a  general  on  whose  judgment  an  army  can  safe- 
ly rely  in  any  pressing  emergency. '  Such  are  Mr  Elder's  views 
of  his  subject  %  and  as  for  his  author,  he  is  *  universally  consi- 
dered the  most  skilful,  experienced  and  gallant  officer  of  the 
present  age,  and  hath  likewise  been  distinguished  in  France,  and 
on  the  Continent,  as  the  most  profound  statesman  that  has  ever  ae- 
domed  the  annals  of  his  country. '  Bonaparte  and  Dumourier  be* 
ins,  thus  satisfactory/  disposed  of,  we  may  just  mention,  before 
proceeding  to  the  ordinal  work,  that  Mr  Elder's  proper  task  of 
translation,  is  very  ill  executed.  He  nowhere  does  justice  to  the 
spirit  of  his  author, — frequently  mistakes  his  meaning, — and  in 
al  nost  every  paragraph,  takes  liberties  with  the  composition* 
which  art*  .is  much  beyond  lis  province,  as  to  pass  judgments 
on  tlie  military  character  of  tfose  two  cejet>ra(:e4  men. 
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The  €  Jugement  sur  Buonaparte  >  *  is  distinguished  by  most  of 
the  qualities  which  may  be  remarked  in  the  former  productions 
of  General  Dumourier, — great  fluency  of  argument — such  inge- 
nuity as  always  convinces  the  reader  that  he  could  have  said  an 
equal  number  of  equally  plausible  things  on  the  opposite  side  of 
every  question  which  he  discusses— considerable  rashness  in  stat- 
ing decided  opinions  upon  very  difficult  subjects — and,  on  all 
occasions,  an  exclusive  attention  to  his  own  side  of  the  argu- 
ment— a  certain  facility  in  bringing  together  various  details, 
which  is  apt  sometimes  to  pass  for  the  talent  of  forming  large 
and  comprehensive  views,  when  in  reality  it  may  only  be  an 
enumeration  of  particulars  seen  partially  through  the  medium  of 
some  theory— a  style,  frequently  declamatory,  but  always  lively. 
Those  who  chuse  to  peruse  this  tract  in  the  original,  will  at 
least  be  entertained  by  it;  and  it  would  be  in  no  small  degree 
interesting,  could  we  believe  that  it  contained  the  sober  and  ma- 
tured opinion  of  one  distinguished  commander  upon  the  genius 
of  another,  and  that  no  considerations  of  interest,  with  reference 
to  the  people  of  this  country,  whose  prejudices  it  flatters — and 
no  feelings  of  personal  irritation  towards  the  government  of 
-France  had  entered  into  the  author's  mind,  while  preparing  to 
-pronounce  sentence  upon  the  professional  merits  of  his  great 
■contemporary.  At  any  rate,  the  subject  is  extremely  important. 
The  fortunes  of  the  world  hang,  at  this  moment,  in  a  far  greater  de- 
gree than  at  any  former  period  of  its  history,  upon  the  will,  and 
trie  destiny  of  a  single  individual*,  and,  unhappily,  there  is  no  point 
of  material  consequence  in  the  situation  of  any  European  country, 
which  may  not  be  discussed,  without  a  digression,  under  the  ti- 
de of  General  Dumourier's  work.  We  shall,  therefore,  lay  be- 
fore our  readers  the  opinions  of  this  clever  speculatist,  and  shall 
suggest  the  remarks  to  which  they  lead,  both  respecting  the  in- 
dividual who  is  the  more  immediate  subject  of  the  treatise,  and 
the  present  state  of  Europe  in  genera). 

Our  author  sets  out  with  some  remarks  upon  the  unfairness 
and  the  folly  of  judging  by  the  event.  He  inveighs,  in  the  com- 
mon way,  against  the  thoughtlessness  of  mankind,  who  estimate 
merit  only  by  the  standard  of  success,  and  give  those  honours  to 
fortune  which  should  be  reserved  for  talents  and  virtues.  -The 
uniform  good  luck  which  has  attended  Bonaparte,  has,  it  seems, 
dazzled  the  world,  and  prevented  them  from  perceiving  that  he 
is  merely  a  fortunate  adventurer  j  one  who  owes  to  pure  accident, 
whatever  he  has  not  gained  from  the  weakness  of  his  adversaries. 
He  does  nothing  according  to  principle  or  system  |  his  rashness 
could  only  be  kept  iron*  working  his  inftant  deitru&iou*  bv  he  in- 
fatuation 
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fctuation  of  his  enemies.  His  whole  career  has  been  a  (tries  of 
defpcrate  blunders,  the  lead  of  which,  in  any  other  period  of  tta 
world,  mud  have  proved  fatal.  His  crimes  are  (till  more  a ftoni th- 
ing than  his  temerity  ;  and  as  his  fortune  cannot  hold  out  much 
longer  in  fpite  of  the  latter,  fo  his  punifhment  is  furely  preparing 
by  means  of  the  former.  In  government,  violence  and  caprice ; — 
in  policy,  falfehood  and  precipitancy ; — in  military  affairs,  want  of 
fcience,  of  circumfpe&ion,  of  felt-command, —-fupplied  by  no- 
thing but  a  blind  and  headlong  reliance  on  his  own  fortune. 
Such  are  the  boafted  talents  which  have  made  Buonaparte 
illuftrious,  becaufe  men  have  been  dazzled  by  the  mere  acci- 
dent of  his  fuccefs,  and  never  inquired  how  little  he  d»» 
ferved  it. 

It  is  lingular  enough,  that  our  author,  after  thefc  fati&fa&ory  ob- 
(er  vatic  no,  immediately  falls  into  the  very  train  of  1.  a  Toning  vthiih  ue 
bad  been  condemning  fo  iharply.  The  teim  of  BuonapHitc's  unac- 
countable fuccels,  he  fays,  is  at  laft  arrived  ;  Provui  nee  has  re  ferved 
for  the  Emperor  of  Ruffia  to  ftay  this  fcourg**  of  n..i.io*r> ;  he  is  ftopt 
in  his  career}  and  about  to  receive  his  punifhment.  *nd  now,  he 
adds,  when  the  falfe  glare  of  good  fortune  is  for  the  tirft  time  re- 
moved, we  are  enabled  to  form  a  juft  eftimate  of  his  pretentions 
to  the  character  of  greatnefs.  In  (hort,  this  tracl:  was  written  im- 
mediately after  the  news  arrived  of  the  battle  of  Eylau.  General  Du- 
mourier  then  concluded,  that  every  thing  was  going  wrong  for  the 
French  caufe.  He  faw  the  tide  of  fortune  turned,  and  he  immedi- 
ately formed,  or  at  lea  it  pronounced,  his  judgment  upon  Buona- 
parte, entering,  as  was  then  fuppofed,  on  a  long  courfc  of  did  Iters. 
So  that  this  extraordinary  man,  while  covered  with  unparalleled 
triumphs  for  ten  years  of  almoft  conilant  victory,  is  only  to  be 
marvelled  at,  becaufe  he  fucceeds  without  deferviug  it*  and  as 
foon  as  he  receives  fomething  like  a  check,  it  is  no  longer  fortune, 
but  defert.  Let  him  fucceed  a  hundred  times  *,  it  is  all  good  luck. 
If  he  fail  but  once,  it  is  his  own  fault  *,  and  this  finale  failure  is 
made  the  rule  for  judging  of  all  his  former  fucceffes.  It  may, 
however,  at  once  expofe  the  futility  of  our  author's  rcafoning,  if 
we  mention  the  following  topic,  to  which  indeed,  in  common  with 
other  declaimers  on  this  fubje£t,  he  frequently  recurs.  After  af- 
ferting,  that  he  owes  every  thing  to  good  fortune,  and  to  the 
weaknefs  of  his  enemies,  that  *  all  the  powers  of  the  Continent 
have  fupplied  the  (tones  of  which  the  ptdcftal  of  this  colofTus  is 
built, '  and  that  '  his  career  has  been  brilliant  but  cafy  ; '  our  au- 
thor adds,  *  if  indeed  he  could  have  ftopt  after  the  peace  of 
Amiens, — if  he  had  not  feizvd  the  iron  crown,-  if  he  had  not 
aflaflinatcd  the  Duke  d'Enghien,— if  he  had  pardoned  Pichegru 
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and  Georges,— if  he  had  pieferved,  by  cultivating  the  arts  of 
peace,  the  bed  fruits  of  his  victories,  and  had  reftored  the  law- 
ful princes  to  the  throne  of  France—  *  akrs  Buonaparte  eut  eti  U 
plus  grand  bopime  que  Phi/loin  pefiee,  prefinte  et  future,  tut  prefenti 
&  F admiration  des  /tides.  *  This  at  once  deftroys  his  whole  doc- 
trine of  Buonaparte  having  only  an  ordinary  genius  j  for  furely, 
the  addition  of  extraordinary  moderation  and  virtue,  to  common* 
rate  talents,  cannot  conditute  *  fuch  greatnefs  as  the  world  never 
faw. '  g  And  if  our  author  means  to  tell  us,  that  true  greatnefs  of 
character  depends  as  much  upon  worth  as  genius,  he  is  only  re- 
peating a  verbal  criticifm,  as  trite  as  it  is  trivial  •,  which,  if  admit- 
ted to  its  utmoft  extent,  merely  proves,  that  a  character  may  be 
very  great,  without  attaining  the  utmoft  conceivable  pitch  of 
greatnefs. 

General  Dumourier  proposes  to  justify  his  disbelief  of  Buona- 
parte's military  talents,  by  a  particular  analysis  of  his  conduct 
and  that  of  his  enemies,  during  the  three  last  campaigns ; — the 
war  with  Austria  in  1805  j  with  Prussia  in  1S06j  and  the  pre- 
sent war  with  Russia,  down  to  the  battle  of  Eylau.  It  is  unne- 
cessary, and  might  perhaps  appear  presumptuous,  to  follow  this 
analysis  minutely.  Certain  general  considerations^  which  occur 
to  persons  not  conversant  with  military  -affairs,  are  sufficient  an- 
swers to  the  author's  inferences,  even  were  we  to  admit  the 
whole  of  his  details,  through  respect  for  so  great  an  authority. 
But  there  are  also  defects  in  his  reasoning,  on  points  of  military 
.  science,  too  obvious  to  have  escaped  him,  had  he  not  been  warped 
by  his  theory,  and  set  out  predetermined  to  find  every  thing 
wrong  which  both  Buonaparte  and  the  allies  have  done,  and 
every  thing  quite  practicable  which  either  party  has  omitted. 

The  campaign  of  1805,  according  to  our  author,  was  a  contest 
which  party  should  commit  most  mistakes.  England  having  done 
nothing  to  create  alarm  on  the  North  coast  of  France,  and  Frus» 
*ia  shewing  no  symptoms  of  hostility,  but,  on  the  contrary,  re- 
maining firm  in  her  neutrality,  as  Buonaparte  well  knew,  from 
the  venality  of  the  cabinet  of  Berlin; — he  was  enabled  to  rein- 
force Massena,  and  to  march  with  all  his  troops  into  Suabia. 
The  blunders  of  Austria  at  the  outset  were  obvious  $  they  have 
never  been  denied.  But  the  hostile  seizure  of  the  Elector  of  Ba- 
varia's person,  and  the  forcible  incorporation  of  his  army  with  the 
Emperor's,  are  surely  not  the  omissions  which  we  have  most  rea- 
son to  regret.  General  Dumouiier  forgets,  that  the  Elector  ac- 
cused the  Emperor  of  having  suddenly  demanded  the  dismission 
and  incorporation  of  his  army  ;  and  of  having,  on  a  refusal,  seiz- 
ed upon  the  electorate.  The  Emperor  too  admitted,  that,  what- 
ever 
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ever  were  his  demands,  he  had  ordered  his  army  to  march,  whe- 
ther they  should  be  complied  with  or  not.*  Here,  then,  was  just 
as  much  violence  as  heart  could  wish  ;  but  the  execution  was  not 
so  prompt  as  such  violent  policy  requires  ;  and  Austria  had  the 
full  credit,  without  reaping  the  benefit,  of  those  reprehensible 
councils.  We  take  the  liberty  of  suggesting,  that  the  grand 
error,  in  so  far  as  regardedv  Bavaria,  was  the  omitting  to  ascer- 
tain, beforehand,  whether  the  influence  acquired  by  France  over 
the  court  of  Munich,  from  the  affair  of  the  indemnities,  had  been 
extinguished,—  or,  indeed,  expecting  that  it  should  be  extinguish- 
ed,— or  ever  imagining  that  the  Elector  could  hesitate  which  of 
the  two  dangers  he  should  chiefly  shun,  a  rupture  with  France, 
or  a  breach  with  Austria.  Then,  if  the  war  could  not  safely  be 
commenced  without  Bavaria,  it  should  have  been  delayed ;  or,  if  it 
must  be  commenced,  and  in  spite  of  Bavaria,  it  should  only  have 
been  begun,  when  Austria  was  able,  at  one  and  the  same  time,  to 
*give  France  the  alarm,  and  to  march  through  that  electorate.  Such 
movements,  indeed,  require  a  certain  time*  and  Buonaparte  must 
necessarily  have  learnt  that  they  were  in  preparation.  Then,  he 
could  hurry  his  army  through  Flanders  and  cross  the  Rhine,  as 
soon  as  he  was  assured  of  the  dispositions  of  Austria.  But  in 
what  does  superiority  of  policy,  aye,  and  of  military  address,  con- 
sist ?  Is  there  no  skill  in  moving  exactly  at  the  right  time, — and 
to  the  proper  place, — and  with  the  requisite  degree  of  celerity  ? 
The  plain  truth  is,  that  Austria  went  to  war  too  soon ; — and, 
having  resolved  on  war,  she  delayed  her  operations  too  long. 
France  committed  no  such  mistakes  \  and  beat  her  accordingly. 

But,  though  the  campaign  in  Suabia  occasioned  the  loss  of 
Vienna  and  the  retreat  from  Italy,  our  author  says,  that,  until  the 
battle  of  Austerlitz,  the  affairs  of  the  allies  might  easily  have 
been  retrieved.  Buonaparte  had  advanced  to  a  vast  distance  from 
home, — both  armies  were  in  want  of  provisions, — a  general  en- 
gagement alone  could  have  saved  the  French.  The  allies,  there- 
fore, should  have  left  a  garrison  in  Olmutz,  and  an  army  of  ob- 
servation in  Teschen  ; — they  should  have  rapidly  marched  oft  to- 
wards the  Upper  Palatinate,  by  Prague  and  Egra.  In  that  coun- 
'try  they  would  have  found  abundant  supplier,  and  might  hare 
fallen  upon  the  camp  at  Schellenberg  on  the  Danube  without  de- 
lay ;  thus  forcing  the  enemy  to  retreat,  in  order  to  avoid  being 
cut  off  from  his  communication  with  the  Rhine.  This  retreat, 
our  author  conceives,  would  have  proved  fatal  to  him,  pursued 
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as  he  most  be  by  die  Archduke  and  the  Hungarian  insurrection ; 
—and  so  there  would  have  been  an  end  of  Buonaparte,  and  the 
French  revolution. 

We  fear,  however,  that  our  author  is  here  taking  it  all  his 
own  way,  and  fighting  both  for  the  allies  and  their  enemies. 
He  cannot  surely  think,  that  Buonaparte  would  have  been  idle 
while  this  grand  march  was  going  on.  If  it  was  so  greatly  for 
his  advantage  to  accept  the  battle  which  they  gave  at  Austerlitz, 
he  would  have  moved  off  to  intercept  them  as  soon  as  they  point- 
ed towards  Prague,  and  would  have  brought  them  to  an  engage- 
ment, or  stopped  their  manoeuvre.  The  distance  between  Olmutz 
and  Prague  is  nearly  150  English  miles.  Was  Buonaparte  to  re- 
main in  his  camp  at  Brunn,  and  starving  too,  while  the  allies  were 
moving  over  this  space,  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  a  day  ?  O^,  if 
the  execution  of  the  movement  depended  on  its  celerity,  are  we 
to  believe  that  the  Russians  and  Austrians  were  certain  of  march- 
ing with  greater  expedition  than  the  French  ?  Our  author  ad- 
mits, that  both  armies  were  in  want  of  provisions ; — they  could 
not  therefore  remain  stationary;— and  from  everything  which 
has  appeared  in  the  different  campaigns  between  tne  French  and 
their  enemies,  we  are  entitled  to  conclude,  that,  if  the  chance  of 
defeating  them  in  a  pitched  battle  was  6mall,  the  chance  of 
beating  them  by  manoeuvres,  and  particularly  by  rapid  marches, 
was  infinitely  smaller.  What  reason  have  we,  from  any  of  the 
late  campaigns,  to  imagine  that  the  Austrians  and  Russians  could 
have  marched  away,  and  fought  or  not  as  they  chose,  during  their 
whole  movement  ?  Is  it  not  much  more  likely,  that  Buonaparte, 
seeing  part  of  the  armv  quietly  in  garrison  at  Olmutz,  and  part 
observing  him  in  Tescnen,  (which  was  a  diminution  by  no  means 
inconsiderable,  of  the  chief  force),  would  have  allowed  the  rest  to 
advance  until  he  could  just  get  between  them  and  their  owa 
country,  and  would  then,  by  a  rapid  movement,  have  overtaken  and 
brought  them  to  a  battle  with  his  whole  forces  after  his  usual  man- 
ner, leaving  the  forces  in  Olmutz  to  garrison  that  town,  and  the 
army  in  Teschen  to  observe  him,  until  he  had  time  to  pick  them 
_up  after  destroying  the  main  body  ?  Fatal  as  the  battle  of  Aus- 
terlitz was,  such  a  catastrophe  would  have  been  much  more  so. 
It  would  indeed  have  laid  open  to  him  the  whole  frontier  of  Rus- 
sia. The  idea  of  his  having  been  in  such  danger  at  Austerlitz, 
is,  however,  infinitely  less  chimerical,  than  the  notion  so  fondly 
cherished  by  some  persons  in  this  country,  that  his  chief  danger 
was  after  the  battle,  and  that  the  allies  might  have  destroyed  him 
without  difficulty,  if  they  had  only  delayed  the  negotiations  a  few 
weeks  longer.  The  indecency,  indeed,  with  which  we  upbraid 
those  monarchs  whom  our  councils  hays  brought  to  the  verge  of 
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ruin,  because  they  refuse  to  plunge  deeper  and  lose  all,  is  one  of 
the  most  disgusting  circumstances  attendant  upon  the  late  conti- 
nental policy  of  England.  General  Dumourier  talks  of,  what  he 
is  pleased  to  term  me  c  pacific^mama^ '  upon  several  occasions  ; 
but  he  is  much  too  sensible  a  man  to  blame  Austria  for  the  peace 
by  which  she  preserved  her  existence. 

The  particulars  of  the  campaign  against  Prussia,  have  not  an* 
dergone  so  much  discussion,  and  are  less  fully  known,  than  those 
of  the  war  in  Suabia  or  Moravia.  The  mistakes  which  oar  a&> 
thor  imputes  to  the  cabinet  of  Berlin,  and  its  generals,  are  no* 
merous,<and  cannot  be  vindicated.  They  gave  the  enemy  time  to 
assemble  his  army  by  marching  separate  and  inconsiderable  dtvi* 
eions  from  the  south  of  Germany  upon  the  Mayne,  instead  of 
advancing  into  Franconia  as  soon  as  war  had  been  resolved  on, 
and  thus  carrying  it  on,  as  Frederic  the  Great  had  done,  at  the 
expence  of  a  foreign  and  hostile  territory.  In  the  whole  detail  of 
the  plan  which  they  did  adopt,  die  greatest  want  of  genendshtp 
is  observable  5  and  the  quick  surrender  of  the  strong  places,  one 
after  another,  can  only  be  ascribed,  our  author  minks,  to  the 
cowardice  or  disaffection  of  their  commanders.  He  also  blames 
the  King  of  Prussia,  and  with  perfect  justice  no  doubt,  for  taking 
possession  of  Hanover,  and  thus  offending  the  best  and  most  at- 
tached of  his  natural  allies.  He  avoids  saying  one  word,  how- 
ever, upon  the  policy  of  this  country,  in  being  offended  at  such 
conduct,  in  the  peculiar  circumstances  of  the  Continent ;  nor  does 
he  blame  the  King  of  Prussia  for  the  most  fatal  of  ail  his  errors, 
the  rupture  with  France.  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  so  acute  a 
person  as  General  Dumourier  should  nave  passed  over  those 
points  ;  we  must  rather  impute  his  silence  on  them  to  his  dread 
of  the  * pacijico-mama) '  above  hinted  at.  Like  Mr  Gentz,  and  a 
large  body  of  reasoners  (shall  we  call  them  ?)  in  this  country,  our 
author  seems  afraid  of  reprobating,  under  any  circumstances,  any 
thing  that  has  the  semblance  of  hostility,  lest  neutrality  should 
gain  ground ;  or  of  admitting  that  peace  is  ever  politic,  lest  the 
doctrine  should  make  its  way,  that  war  must  never  be  resorted  to. 
They  all  along  forget,  that  they  have  not  to  argue  with  quaker 
•Statesmen,  but  with  men  who  deprecate  premature  resistance  to 
France,  only  because  it  is  sure  of  being  ineffectual  5 — who,  far 
from  wishing  to  see  the  Continent  sunk  in  a  state  of  apathy  to 
French  aggressions,  only  deplore  partial  an4  unavailing  struggles, 
because  these  must  indeed  produce,  from  entire  prostration  of 
strength,  the  lethargy  so  much  and  so  justly  to  be  feared. 

Having,  in  our  author's  view  of  the  suoject,  by  his  rashness 
and  audacity,  destroyed  the  Prussian  army,  contrary  to  all  the 
rules  of  military  science,  Buonaparte  might  have  completed  the 
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conquest  of  Europe,  had  he  possessed  the  great  qualities  which 
enable  a  man  of  genius  to  profit  by  his  successes.  The  winter 
was  already  set  in ;  he  had  only  to  occupy  that  season  in  consoli- 
dating and  arranging  the  dominions  which  he  filled  with  his 
troops ;  in  improving  the  pacific  dispositions  of  Austria  ;  in  re- 
cruiting his  army  and  clothing  it  at  the  expense  of  the  conquered 
countries ;  in  raising  a  subsidiary  German  force ;  in  availing 
himself  of  intrigue  to  separate  his  adversaries— and  the  business 
was  finished.  *  Si  sa  tfcte  fougueuse  eut  pu  se  plier  a  une  pareiile 
conduitc,  e'en  etait  fait  de  la  iiberte  du  monde. 9  Instead  of 
this,  however,  he  pushed  on  his  exhausted  army,  and  rashly  dis- 
closed his  whole  projects.  The  extent  and  boldness  of  these  ter- 
rified all  Europe,  but  united  none  of  the  sovereigns  more  firmly 
against  him.  Indeed,  so  infatuated  or  intimidated  were  they, 
that  not  even  his  unparalleled  folly,  in  betraying  his  own  secret, 
would  have  worked  his  ruin,  had  he  not  happily  been  at  length 
defeated  by  the  Russians, — compelled  to  retreat  after  some  vain 
boasting  and  parade,  reduced  to  act  upon  the  defensive,  and  to 
await  what  every  man  of  sense  now  foresees  must  be  his  doom. 

The  project  which  Buonaparte  so  heedlessly  disclosed,  was,  it 
seems,  of  this  nature.  He  was  to  restore  the  Polish  monarchy  un* 
der  one  of  his  generals,  obtaining  the  consent  of  Austria,  in  rec- 
tum for  Silesia,  and  drawing  from  the  new  kingdom  a  numerous 
addition  to  his  army.  He  was  to  procure  two  diversions,  by 
making  the  Turks  attack  Russia  in  the  Ukraine,  and  the  Persians 
threaten  her  in  Asia.  He  was  to  gain  over  the  King  of  Sweden 
by  giving  him  the  Prussian  part  of  Pomerania,  and  the  Russian  pro* 
vinces  on  the  Gulf  of  Finland,  which  would  have  reduced  Russia 
to  nearly  the  same  situation  from  which  Peter  the  Great  raised  her. 
Finally,  but  which  might  as  well  have  been  placed  first,  as  it  is 
the  foundation  of  the  scheme,  he  was  to  have  overthrown  the 
allies  in  a  decisive  battle,  which  would  enable  him  to  give  the 
law  at  St  Petersburgh. 

The  different  branches  of  this  vast  plan  General  Dumourier 
examines  separately.  There  was  no  chance,  he  contends,  of 
Austria  agreeing  to  the  reestablishment  of  Poland,  unless  Buo- 
naparte could  suddenly  threaten  her  with  his  whole  army  and 
that  of  his  allies  on  the  Rhine,  having  previously  completed 
the  conquest  of  Silesia  to  tempt  her  withal,  and  delaying  the 

Jrosecution  of  the  war  beyond  the  Vistula  until  he  obtained 
er  acquiescence.  The  Poles  themselves  were  not  disposed 
to  make  any  exertions.  This  part  of  the  argument  is,  in 
our  apprehension,  perfectly  just.  Our  author,  however,  reasons 
from  the  event,  respecting  the  disposition  of  the  country  j  and 
states  merely  as  a  fact,  what  might  easily  have  been  gathered 
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from  the  well  known  state  of  the  nobles  and  their  .peasantry. 
The  Turkish  government  was  too  feeble,  he  thinks,  to  make  any 
diversion ;  and  he  exults  not  a  little  in  the  march  of  the  Russians 
into  Moldavia  and  Wallachia,  as  if  this  very  movement  were  not 
a  most  important  diversion  in  favour  of  the  French.  The  Per- 
sians, he  argues,  wece  too  much  divided  among  themselves,  and 
had  too  narrow  a  front  for  offensive  operations,  to  give  Russia 
any  trouble  worth  guarding  against  by  detaching  troops.  This 
part  of  the  plan,  indeed,  seems  exceedingly  doubtful ;  and  we  see 
no  reason  to  believe  that  the  French  intrigues  in  Persia  had  any 
reference  to  the  immediate  operations  of  the  war.  To  the 
scheme  of  seducing  Sweden,  our  author  can  only  object,  by  boast* 
ing  of  the  great  spirit  which  the  young  monarch  has  displayed  j 
and  demanding,  in  a  way  rather  declamatory  than  convincing, 
whether  such  a  prince  could  be  gained  over  by  Buonaparte  ?  He 
seems  altogether  to  have  forgotten,  that,  not  many  years  ago,  this 
same  prince  was  as  keen  an  enemy  of  England  as  he  now  is  of 
France ;  happily,  indeed,  with  just  as  little  effect,  but  with  equal 
demonstrations  of  hostility  and  *  spirit. '  Perhaps  he  was  pushed 
on  by  Paul ;  but  the  present  speculation  supposes  that  France 
shall  have  become  more  formidable  than  Paul :  and  who  shall 
answer  for  any  monarch's  conduct,  when  such  an  enemy  offerf 
him  the  choice — of  destruction  by  continuing  a  contest  witnoox  an 
object,— or  aggrandisement  by  becoming  his  ally  ? 

Because  the  King  of  Sweden  dislikes  France,  has  he  lost  his  fear 
of  Russia  ?  Do  his  personal  feelings  sway  his  court  and  his  people  ? 
Is  not  a  French  alliance  an  hereditary  favourite  in  that  country;  and 
the  hatred,  founded  on  the  just  dread  of  Russia,  a  feeling  still 
more  deeply  rooted  ?  What  could  be  more  tempting  to  the  nation, 
what  more  likely  to  tempt  the  King,  even  if  intimidation  were 
out  of  the  question,  than  an  arrangement  which  should  restore 
the  ancient  independence  of  that  country,  substituting,  for  the 
influence  of  its  powerful  neighbour,  the  old  alliance  with  a  more 
distant  state  ?  Nor  need  we  go  further  than  this  part  of  the 
project  (which  is  in  the  highest  degree  likely  to  have  been  in  the 
contemplation  of  France)  to  refute  the  view's  of  Buonaparte's 
character  which  our  author  exhibits.  Let  us  be  just  to  an  ene- 
my, and  ask  ourselves,  if  he  can  really  be  a  slave  to  caprice  and 
irritation, — hurried  away  by  every  gust  of  passion, — a  oeing  of 
mere  rashness  and  audacity, — actuated  by  no  principles  of  sound 
policy,— who,  at  the  moment  of  greatest  personal  animosity  to- 
wards die  Swedish  monarch,  formed  the  scheme  now  imputed  to 
him,  of  restoring  Sweden  to  her  ancient  rank,  and  trusting  (as 
safely  he  might  trust)  to  her  hands,  thus  strengthened  by  himself, 
the  maintenance  of  his  cause  in  the  north  of  Europe  ? 

1  On* 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


1807.  Dumourier,  Jugemetrt  sur  Budnaparte.  377 

Our  author  concludes  with  a  great  deal  of  invective  against  the 
folly  of  attempting  a  march  into  Russia  during  the  winter.  In  this 
mad  project,  he  says,  Buonaparte  has  at  last  been  defeated ;  and 
driven,  as  he  mjust  speedily  be,  out  of  Poland,  he  will  find  ail  the 
restof  Europe  in  rebellion  against  him -, — the  German  states,  aided  by 
Sweden,— Austria, — Spain, — Portugal}— the  Neapolitans,  assists 
ed  by  the  English  from  Sicily, — the  Swiss, — theDutch, — the  Flem- 
ings. But  it  is  to  die  French  themselves  that  our  author  looks  most 
willingly  for  the  usurper's  final  destruction  ;  and,  taking  for  grant- 
-ed  that  the  other  nations  of  Europe  are  -striving,  as  the  fugitive  con- 
queror passes  them,  who  shall  give  the  blow,  he  closes  his  tract 
with  an  eloquent  exhortation  to  the  French  people,  to  rise  in  the 
mean  time  as  one  man  i — to  rescue  the  flower  of  the  army  from 
the  hands  of  its  present  chiefs,  and  free  it  from  the  corrupt  mass  of 
foreigners  which  has  been  mixeii  with  it ; — to  restore  the  Bour- 
bons, and  follow  the  paths  of  wisdom  and  virtue,  which  alone 
lead  to  happiness.  Of  all  this  agreeable  dream,  little  indeed  now 
remains.  Were  there  not  so  much  of  melancholy  in  the  sub- 
ject, there  would  be  something  very  ludicrous  in  following  our 
author's  fine  fancies,  after  the  fatal  reverse  of  fortune,  as  he  will 
probably  call  it,  which  confounded  them  the  very  moment  they* 
had  been  promulgated.  Of  the  fragments  of  his  castle  which  lie 
scattered  before  us,  we  shall  select  one  as  a  specimen  of  his  way 
of  building.  We  wish  the  love  of  this  art  were  confined  to  him- 
self, or  that  the  overthrow  of  one  more  structure  could  cutc  the 
passion  for  such  employment,  which  is  alrriast  epidemical  in  the 
present  day.  He  has  just  been  vanquishing  Buonaparte,  almost 
to  the  last  man,  in  several  engagements ;  and  he  thus  proceeds  to 
reap  the  fruits  of  his  victories. 

*  Laiflbns  courir  ce  fou  a  fa  perte,  les  Ruffes  lewis  font  fuffifants  pour 
en  purger  la  terre*  Plaignoos  lee  braves  foldats,  devenus,  la  plupart 
malgri  eux,  les  fatellites  de  ce  tyran  du  monde.  Tournons  nos  regards 
derriere  lui.  Tous  fes  moyens  de  grande  defenfive  arranges,  il  reftera 
Encore  aflez  de  troupes  a  l'Empereur  Alexandre  pour  detacher  par  la 
Baltique  dans  fa  Scbcrenflote  vingt  mille  hommes,  qui  peuvent  joindredce 
le  printemps  le  Roi  de  Suede  dans  Phle  de  Rugen. 

'  Ce  jeutie  Monarque,  a  Pexemple  du  Grand  Guftave  Adolphe,  deve- 
lopers en  PomCranie  avec  le  (ecours  RufTeet  le  fubfide  Anglais  une  armee 
de  cmquante  mille  homines,  et  s'etendant  dans  la  Bade  Saxc  depuis 
Dantzick  et  Colberg  jnfqu'a  Hambourg,  doiiblera  cette  armee  avec 
les  insurgents  de  la  Pruffe,  de  la  Hefie,  paflera  l'Elbe,  delivrera  la 
Prufle  et  la  Saxc,  et  Itablira  une  grande  guerre  au  centre  de  TAlle- 
magne,  a  laquelle  fe  joindra  ncceflairement  1'  Autriche.  Qui  s'pppofcra 
a  ccb  deux  grands  orages,  s'6tendant  du  Danube  a  la  Mer  Baltique  ? 
1*  faible  Ligue  du  Rhin  ?     Nou,  elle  fe  diflbudra,  et  chacun  de  fes 
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membres  expiera  fa  faiblefle,  en  joignant  Guftave  et  PEmpereur  d'Au- 
triche  pour  dclivrer  PAHemagne. 

*  Le  fenfible,  le  philantrope  Buonaparte*,  cet  etre  bienfaifant  qui  ne  re- 
fpire  que  pour  le  bonheur  du  monde,  qui  offre  la  paix  a  tout  moment,  qui 
ne  repand  le  fang,  ne  piUe  lea  propriety,  n'opprime  et  n'aviHt  let  people* 
que  par  l'impulfion  d'une  delicate  fraternit£,  rentrera  en  AUemagoe  le 
Jer  et  la  flamme  a  la  main,  jettera  lea  hauts  cris  fur  la  perfidie  d'une 
nation  egaree  qui  fe  refofe  a  la  felicite  dont  il  la  comble,  attribuera 
cette  etreur  criminelle  au  machiavelifme  et  a  i'or  de  PAngleterre,  et 
cherchera  a  efic&uer  une  retraite  difficile  au  travers  de  cea  people* 
ingrats,  et  de  reatrtr  eu  France  ou  il  rencontrera  la  m&me  ingratitude. 

4  Regardons  encore  plus  loin.  La  nation  Portugaife  qu'fl  a  tant 
prefTuree  et  ayilie,  qu'il  fait  menacer  depuis  plufieurs  annees  d'etre  effacee 
de  la  lifte  des  nations  pour  devenir  une  province  de  l'Efpagne,  profitera 
l'doigneraent  du  Conquer  ant  du  Nord  qui  eft  a  huit  cent  lieues,  trainant 
a  fa  fuite  tbute  la  force  militaire  de  France  et  d'ltalie,  pour  reprendre 
fon  ancienne  energie,  recouvrer  fa  liberte  et  fon  honneur,  fe  dllivrer  des 
tributs  arbitrages  dont  elle  eft  accablee,  et  aider  la  nation  Efpagnole  a  en 
faire  autant.  Ce  feront  encore  deux  peuple9  aveugles  et  ingrats  qui 
6chapperont  a  la  bienveillance  de  PAuguJU  moderne. 

*  Peut-etre  meme  encourages  par  l'impunite*,  puifque  vu  (cm  eloigne- 
inent  fl  ne  pourra  les  atteindre,  pousseront-fls,  pour  affurer  leur  liberte, 
leur  audace  criminelle  jufqu'a  couronner  les  Pyrenees,  et  tetter  des  efca- 
dres  et  des  troupes  fur  les  c6tes  du  Midi  et  de  POueft  de  la  France  pour 
proteger  les  infurrections  des  provinces,  qui  trouvent  mauvaia  qu'oo  ar- 
racbe  la  fleur  de  leur  jeunesse  de  fes  foyers  pour  aller  afleoir  une  fairalle 
avanturiere  fur  tous  les  tr6nes  de  P  Europe,  et  qui  ne  yoyent  la  fin  de  ce* 
guerres  mineufes  et  derorantes,  la  reflation  du  gouvernement  militaire  et 
defpotique,  et  le  retour  de  la  furete  des  propri&es,  des  lois,  de  la  morale, 
du  commerce,  des  manufactures,  de  la  vraie  liberte,  du  bonheur  de  la 
France,  et  de  la  paix  univerfelle  de  PEurope,  que  dans  le  reubliflement 
des  Bourbons  fur  un  tr6ne  qui  leur  eft  bien  du  en  expiation  du  martyre 
du  vertueux  Louis  XVI.  et  de  ieurs  longues  fouffrances.  * 

We  have  stated  upon  a  former  occasion,  and  long  before  the 
event,  our  reasons  for  never  indulging  in  such  hopes  as  these. 
But,  at  any  rate,  they  are  now  mere  dreams  of  a  night  that  is 
passed  away.  Let  us,  instead  of  disputing  what  would  have  fol- 
lowed from  events  always  highly  improbable,  consider  the  situa- 
tion in  which  they  have  actually  been  placed,  and  the  prospect 
which  is  spread  before  us.  Such  a  speculation  is  more  than 
merely  gratifying  our  curiosity.  If  attended  with  some  risk* 
from  the  rapid  progress  which  affairs  are  making  at  the  moment 
of  discussion ;  it  is  likely,  on  the  other  hand,  to  teach  us  some 
lessons  which  may  the  more  speedily  prove  serviceable. 

The  fatal  impolicy  which  produced  the  coalition  of  1805,  is 
unquestionably  the  cause  of  the  disasters  now  so  generally  de- 
plored.    Satisfied  with  having  a  just  cause  of  war,  Russia  and 
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Austria  never  inquired  whether  they  had  "a  safe  opportunity  5  or 
rather,  England,  resolved  at  all  hazards,  and  without  delay,  to 
turn  out  the  Continent  against  France,  never  considered  that  a 
pretext  for  going  to  war  was  quite  unnecessary, — that  the  mere 
relative  strength  of  France  would,  according  to  ancient  rules, 
furnish  sufficient  ground  for  attacking  her, — but  that  it  also  ren- 
dered the  attempt  ruinous  if  k  failed,  and  prescribed  such  a  de- 
gree of  caution  in  making  it,  as  should  give  a  fair  chance  of  suc- 
cess. The  event  is  but  too  well  known.  Austria,  unable  to 
withstand  the  first  shock  of  the  war,  or  to  keep  her  ground  until 
Russia  came  to  her  assistance,  was  in  a  few  weeks  so  reduced, 
that  she  owed  her  existence  to  a  peace  which  left  her  quite  in- 
capable  of  moving  again,  whatever  might  happen  to  mate  new 
exertions  desirable.  Had  the  strength  which  was  wasted  in  1805 
been  reserved  for  the  next  year,  and  joined  to  the  united  efforts 
of  Russia  and  Prussia,  we  do  not  say  that  the  Duke  of  Bruns- 
wick would  have  marched  to  Paris,  but  such  a  front  would  have 
been  opposed  to  France,  as  must  have-rendered  it  highly  dangerous 
for  her  ruler,  either  to  continue  his  aggressions  in  Germany,  or  to 
attempt  the  invasion  of  this  country.  With  the  countries  beyond 
die  Alps  and  the  Pyrenees  in  a  state  of  equal  discontent,  his 
own  people  heartily  sick  of  the  war,  his  conquered  provinces 
still  more  anxious  for  peace,  he  would  probably  have  thought  in 

food  earnest  of  *  ships,  colonies,  and.  commerce,9  and  wotld 
ave  deferred  to  a  better  season  his  projects  both  of  continental 
and  maritime  aggrandizement.  A  peaoe  might  have  been  obtain- 
ed, such  as  his  neighbours  could  safriy  trust ;  or,  if  be  deter- 
mined to  try  another  campaign,  the  resistance  which  he  has  in 
point  of  fact  lately  experienced,  entitles  us  to  conclude,  that,  un- 
availing as  ifhas  now  proved,  if  augmented  by  the  exertions  of 
Austria,  it  would  have  induced  him  to  pause,  even  before  any 
efforts  were  made  against  him  in  the  south. 

But  we  are  following  the  example  of  General  Dumourier,  and 
only  indulging  a  pleasing  fiction,  which  makes  the  reality  more  into- 
lerable. After  the  ruin  of  Austria,  and  the  advanced  positions  which 
the  enemy  immediately  occupied,  no  rational  statesman  could  enter- 
tain hopes  of  the  remaining  part  of  Europe  opposing  an  effectual 
resistance  to  him.  To  avoid  an  open  rupture,  was  the  only  policy 
which  remained.  Russia  had  still  some  frame  left.  Her  unwicldi- 
ness,  and  the  weakness  of  Prussia,  were  as  yet  unknown.  Rather 
than  discover  those  secrets  by  experiment,  it  is  probable  that  France 
would  have  remained  satisfied  with  some  petty  encroachments, — 
quite  sufficient,  no  doubt,  to  justify  war,  and  in  happier  times, 
to  prescribe  it ;  but  much  rather  to  be  connived  at  than  resented 
after  the  fate  of  Austria,-— which  Prussia  had  done  nothing,  and 
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Russia  scarcely  any  thing  to  stay.  The  conduct  of  the  Cotirt  of 
Berlin  was  indeed  such  as  to  merit  even  more  abuse  than  has 
been  lavished  upon  it,  if  the  awful  punishment  had  not  since 
followed.  Unfortunately  England  had,  at  that  moment,  no  voice 
in  its  councils,  having,  from  views,  excuseable  perhaps,  but  not 
the  less  to  be  deplored,  gone  to  war  with  Prussia,  because  a  just 
cause  of  hostility  was  afforded,  and  lost  sight  for  a  while  of  the 
maxim,  that  whatever  is  not  French  should  be  treated  as  Eng- 
lish. *  If  experience  could  teach  nations,  as  it  is  said  to  do  the 
most  indocile  of  individuals,  we  might  now  expect  one  truth  to 
be  received  as  the  dear-bought  fruits  of  the  last  ten  years,  that  no 
measures  against  France  have  any  chance  of  success,  in  which 
Austria  is  not  the  chief  actor,  and  that,  for  this  purpose,  she 
must  be  also  the  prime  mover  of  those  schemes.  We  must  wait 
her  time,— we  must  accommodate  ourselves  to  her  situation, — 
we  must  nurse  her  resources,  and  adapt  our  conduct  to  her  views. 
Upon  her  we  can  always  rely,  with  me  confidence  which  strong 
mutual  interest  alone  can  give. — When  her  time  comes,  and  a 
sufficient  number  of  the  other  nations  have  an  interest  in  joining 
the  league,— -when  cabinet  and  people  feel  alike  disposed  to  fight, 
—then  the  aggressions  of  France  may  be  considered  as  about  to 
check  themselves,  and  it  will  be  safe  tor  England  to  assist  a  con- 
tinental war.  In  the  present  state  of  Europe,  and  for  a  long  time 
to  come,  the  best  service  she  can  render  her  allies,  is  to  exert 
herself  actively  in  preventing  them  from  seeking  new  wars  with 
an  enemy  whom  they  cannot  face ;  and  it  is  her  own  interest  to 
view  as  her  allies,  at  least  to  this  effect,  all  nations  which  are 
either  unsubdued,  or  forcibly  retained  in  friendship  with  France, 
The  restoration  of  peace  on  the  Continent,  is,  therefore,  in  our 
view  of  the  subject,  a  very  fortunate  event.  Russia  and  Austria, 
if  they  are  altogether  unable  to  make  head  against  France  at  pro- 
sent,  retain,  nevertheless,  resources  which  prudent  management 

may 

*  This  queftion  of  the  rupture  with  Pruffia  on  account  of  Hanover, 
was  never  difcufled ;  becaufe,  if  the  late  Miniftry,  probably  from  ex- 
pectations of  peace,  were  inclined  to  refent  the  condud  of  Pruffia,  their 
adverfaries  were  too  happy  to  get  a  new  war  at  any  price,  and  more 
especially  a  war  for  Hanover.  It  is  painful  to  reflect,  that  this  was  one 
of  the  moil  popular  a£b  of  the  late  adminiftration.  The  country  cared, 
indeed,  very  little  about  Hanover  ;  but  the  charm  of  finding  fome  more 
enemies,  and  that,  too,  at  a  time  when  there  was  fome  fear  of  a  peace 
with  France,  was  not  to  be  refilled.  It  is  perhaps  not  too  much  to  af- 
firm, that  Hanover  became  a  fort  of  favourite  with  the  people,  becaufe 
it  furnimed  the  ground  of  a  {pirited  quarrel ;  although,  in  former  times, 
a  continental  war  ufed  to  be  the  object  of  averfion,  if  it  bad  any  tela* 
lion  to  the  King's  German  dominions. 
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may  once  more  render  formidable.  The  bravery  of  the  Russian 
troops,  and  the  severe  battles  which  it  has  cost  to  beat  diem, 
must  certainly  contribute  to  render  peace  still  more  popular  in  a  >^ 
country  subject  to  an  unsparing  military  conscription.  Happily, 
too,  Austria  made  no  effort,  and  therefore  was  not  defeated* 
Some  kind  of  doubt,  consequently,  remains  with  the  French, 
whether  they  could  have  triumphed  over  the  whole  force  of  the 
Continent ;  and  they  can  have  no  doubt,  that  such  a  victory  would 
have  cost  them  much  dearer.  The  neutrality  of  Austria,  then, 
and  the  good  conduct  of  the  Russians,  will  probably  render  it 
more  convenient  for  Buonaparte  to  give  such  terms  at  present, 
as  could  scarcely  again  have  been  expected,  unless,  in  the  most 
unlikely  of  all  events,  his  complete  discomfiture.  Had  Austria 
given  him  cause  of  alarm,  he  certainly  would  have  turned  short 
about  upon  her,  and  with  the  assistance  of  his  different  auxili- 
aries on  the  West  and  South,  acting  under  some  of  his  thousand 
finished  commanders,  would  have  speedily  prevented  any  further 
movement  from  that  quarter.  Had  Russia  then  persisted  in  the 
contest,  he  would  have  followed  up  his  victories,  cost  what  they 
might,  until  he  reached  the  fertile  provinces  which  lead  to  St 
Petersburgh.  But  this  would  have  been  his  last  war  with  Russia. 
The  peace  which  sooner  or  later  must  have  come,  would,  in  that 
case,  have  left  to  some  dependent  state  the  task  of  checking  so 
troublesome  and  doubtful  an  enemy.  Sweden,  if  any  such  ques- 
tion can  admit  of  certainty,  would  surely  have  been  reared  up  to 
fill  this  office  j  and  instead  of  Russia  being  left  entire  to  assist 
Austria  at  some  future  period,  she  would  probably  have  been  ex- 
cluded from  all  share  in  the  politics  of  Europe,  by  the  restoration 
of  a  power  too  feeble  ever  to  cope  with  France,  and  only  strong 
enough  to  aid  her. 

Happily  this  change,  which,  together  with  the  establishment 
of  their  power  in  roland,  has  been  a  favourite  plan  of  the 
French  statesmen  since  the  reign  of  Lewis  XV.,  is  not  likely 
at  present  to  take  place.  France  will,  in  all  likelihood,  be  satis- 
fied with  the  reduction  of  the  King  of  Prussia  to  a  state  of  de- 
pendence, and  the  erection  of  some  part  of  his  dominions  into 
a  separate  and -French  principality;  thus  gaining  a  new  dep&t 
foT  intrigue,  and  an  advanced  post  for  French  troops  to  the  east 
of  the  German  powers,  and  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Russia. 
1  The  consequences  of  such  an  arrangement,  while  Buonaparte's 
influence  in  France,  and  the  military  character  of  his  people  con- 
tinues, need  scarcely  be  pointed  out.  It  renders  all  hope  of  an 
effectual  resistance,  by  the  joint  operation  of  Russia  and  Austria, 
nearly  chimerical.  The  utmost  that  can  be  said  for  it  is,  that  the 
complete  success  of  the  plan,  the  restoration  of  Poland  and 
Sweden,  would  have  been  much  worse. 
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Thus,  then,  the  Continental  powers  will  find  it  necessary  to 
remain  under  the  influence  of  France,  and,  tired  of  hostility 
which  has  only  reduced  them  lower  each  time,  they  will  bethink 
themselves  of  conciliating  her  friendship  or  forbearance.  The 
adoption  of  some  measures  unfavourable  to  England,  will  pro- 
bably form  part  of  the  price  for  which  this  is  granted  ;  and  the 
interruption  of  our  commercial  intercourse  with  the  north  of  Eu- 
rope, is  likely  to  be  one  of  the  first  fruits  of  the  new  order  of 
things.  If  a  similar  prohibition  be  extended  to  Portugal,  our 
whole  direct  intercourse  with  Europe  will  be  confined  to  the 
trade  of  Sicily.  Even  this  we  shall  only  retain,  while  France 
thinks,  it  better  to  confine  our  forces  in  that  island  \  and  we  shall 
then  owe  to  that '  war  in  disguise,  *  which  has  been  painted  as  the 
enemy's  only  means  of  annoying  us,  the  power  of  selling  a  single 
bale  of  goqds  to  any  of  our  European  customers.  Under  such 
circumstances,  we  certainly  cannot  expect  to  dictate  terms  to  our 
only  remaining  customers  the  Americans.  But  this  will  be  the 
smallest  part  of  the  evil.  A  rigorous  enforcement  of  the  prohi- 
bition  tagain?t  our  goods  may  be  apprehended  in  most  of  the 
places  aubject  to  our  enemy's  influence ;  and  though  it  is  true 
that  no  such  exclusion  can  be  completely  effected,  it  is  equally 
certain  thai;  the;  conversion  of  the  greatest  part  of  our  regular 
trade,.jnto  contraband,  will  exceedingly  diminish  the  amount  of 
our  commercial  dealings,  and  narrow,  in  the  most  alarming  de- 
gree,7  those  resources  T>y  which  a  war  of  rapidly  increasing  ex- 
pense must  be  .carried  on.  By  such  means,  even  if  all  direct 
hostility  against  us  were  out  of  the  question,  it  is  probable  that 
the  enemy  expects  to  diminish,  not  certainly  our  hatred  of  him, 
but  our  horror  at  peace.  A  great  number  of  failures  in  the  mer- 
cantile world — the  ruin  of  many  cplonial  proprietors — the  general 
increase  of  price  in  all  imported  articles — not  to  mention  the  re- 
turn of  numbers  of  our  ruined  countrymen  from  their  residences 
abroad — would  no  doubt  spread  a  degree  of  consternation  through- 
out this  island,  npt  the  less  yiolent  because  it  succeeded  to  a  few 
years  of  exulting  confidence  in  our  immutable  prosperity.  While 
the  income  of  the  people  suffered,  the  demands  for  the  public 
service  would  necessarily  increase  \  and  the  weight  of  new  taxes 
would  become  almost  too  heavy  even  fpr  those  who  have  talked 
of  cheerfully  giving  up  half  their  property  to  save  the  rest. 

But  it  is  probable  that,  though  the  alarm  and  real  vexation 
which  must  then  be  diffused,  must  induce  the  people  to  wish 
for  peace,  they  would  find  that  they  bad  waited  too  long,  and 
lost  the  opportunity.  For,  in  what  situation  will  our  enemy 
stand  witn  respect  to  invasion  ?  He  may  try  it  when  he 
chooses,  and  has  nothing  to  fear  if  he  fails.    There  is  no  longer 

\  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1807*  Dumourier,  Jugement  sur  Buonaparti.  883 

tlic  most  remote  chance  of  a  diversion  in  our  favour ;  and  if  we 
destroy  his  whole  invading  squadron,  or  annihilate  his  army  after 
it  lands,  we  have  only  obtained  Security  until  he  shall  make  a  se- 
cond attempt*  Formerly  there  were  many  serious  obstacles  to 
the  project  being  tried ;— -for,  if  he  engaged  in  it,  he  had  to  appre- 
hend ttiat  the  powers  of  the  Continent  would  feei2e  the  opportuni- 
ty of  attacking  him ;  and  he  could  not  doubt  that  they  would  fall 
upon  him,  if  he  wad  repulsed,— while  the  people  of  France  were 
likely  to  be  disheartened,  perhaps  discontented  by  the  failure. 
Now  that  the  Continent  is  subdued,  and  left  without  the  possibi- 
lity of  resisting  for  years  to  come,  he  has  none  of  these  dangers 
to  think  of  j—  our  utmost  efforts  must  end  in  barely  defending 
ourselves*  That  the  invasion  will  be  attempted,  too*  with  means 
which  never  before  were  at  his  disposal,  cannot  admit  of  a  doubu 
If  he  sets  about  it  in  rood  earnest — that  is  to  say,  if  we  make  a 
grand  exertion  of  this  sort  absolutely  necessary,  by  refusing  to 
treat — hfe  has  not  only  an  abundance  of  soldiery  quite  unexampled 
in  any  country,  but  the  power  of  obtaining  ships  and  seamen  both 
in  the  north  and  south  of  Europe.  Mis  points  of  attack  are  no 
longer  confined  to  Brest,  Boulogne»  and  the  TexeU  The  north 
of  Germany,  the  Danish  dominions,  and  the  Tagus,  will  in  all  hu- 
inan  probability  be  added  to  his  sea  coast,  or  so  far  subjected  to  his 
influence,  that  he  may  use  their  harbours  as  his  Own.  Whether 
the  British  navy  can  be  suddenly  augmented,  so  as  to  blockade 
every  armament  which  he  may  fit  out  over  this  vast^  extent  of 
coast, — and  whether,  if  we  had  as  many  fleets  as  we  now  have 
ships,  all  the  harbours  capable  of  containing  an  brm&rftent  are 
likewise  capable  of  being  blockaded,  are  questions  that  need 
•nly  be  stated  to  be  answered* 

If  then  we  must  at  length,;  and  indeed,  expect  to  figJtt  the 
buttle  on  our  own  shores^  it  may  be  prudent  to  consider  how 
dreadful  the  consequences  would  prove,  even  of  the  most  un- 
successful war  which  France  could  carry  on  in  this  commer- 
cial territory.  That  it  could  not  be  a  very  short  struggle,  or 
indeed  a  contest  perfectly  free  from  the  greatest  of  possible 
dangers,  must  appear  evident  to  every  one  who  reflects  oft 
the  superior  skill  of  the  enemy's  officers,  the  experience  of  his 
whole  army,  and  the  present  state  of  Ireland.  When  the  cer- 
tain injury  is  so  great— when  there  is  a  possibility  at  least  of  a 
still  greater  calamity — and  when  the  utmost  we  can  gain  by  such 
losses  and  risks  is  merely  the  repulse  of  the  invader,  leaving  him 
nearly  in  the  same  situation  as  before,  and  ourselves  much  weak- 
er $  it  becomes  us  to  consider  whether  it  would  not  be  just  as 
wise  to  terminate  the  war  at  present,  if  an  honourable  peace  can 
be  procured.  We  cannot  possibly  gain  by  continuing  this  con- 
test.   On  the  contrary,  such  of  our  allies  as  remain  steady  to  us 
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will  be  ruined ;  and  the  resouraes  of  those  who  cither  are  depos- 
ed or  compelled  to  leave  us,  will  be  turned  against  us.  The  ene- 
my is,  in  all  probability,  willing  to  treat  once  mere— he  thinks  he 
shall  gain  by  a.  peace  the  only  thing  which  war  cannot  give  him, 
colonics  and  trade ; — and,  satisfied  with  subduing  the  Continent, 
he  may  be  inclined  to  forego  the  chance  of  conquering  us.  DF 
he  really  has  no  such  views,  and  will  only  make  peace  upon  extra- 
vagant terms,  we  must,  of  course,  resolve  to  fight  the  battle  out, 
and  endeavour  to  forget  by  whom  our  safety  has  been  endanger- 
ed. But,  in  the  present  stafe  of  the  Continent,  if  a  peace  can, 
upon  tolerably  good  terois,  be  procwredi  it  will  surely  be  the 
height  of  folly  to  throw  away  the  last  chance  of  bringing  back 
France  to  ilia  pursuits  of  civil  life,  and  rendering  her  a  »afe  and 
quiet  neighbour. 

It  is  an  exceedingly  prevalent  notion  in  this  country,  that  the 
enemy  is  worse  off  than  he  affects  to  bey  because  he  oners  mode-* 
rate  terms  to  those  powers  whom  he  pretends  to  have  conquered. 
He  overruns  Austria  \  and  when  he  comes  to  talk  of  peace,  he 
takes  but  a  trifling  part  of  her  dominions,  leaving  her  still  a  great 
nation.  '  Is.it  possible '  say  the  reasoners  to  whom  we  are  allud- 
ing '  that  he  pan  really  have  gained  such  victories  ?  No  v  he  must 
feel  that  he  can  do  no  better;— he  is  afraid — he  has  got  into  some 
scrape — there  is  something  rotten  at  home— or  he  knows  that  he 
shall  be  defeated  if  the  war  lasts.  *  Such  have  been  the  infer- 
ences from  the  enemy's  moderation  in  former  treaties ;  and,  no 
doubt,  the  peace  which  he  is  about  to  make  with  our  allies,  will 
be  liable  to  the  same  remarks.  Nothing,  however,  can  be  worse 
founded  thart  opinions  of  this  sort ;  and  nothing  can  be  move  &->. 
tal,  than  the  delusions  to  which  they  give  rise.  The  enemy  knows 
very  well,  that  by  taking  something  at  present,  he  may  get  more 
hereafter ;  and  he  is  aware  that  he  can  only  continue  master  of 
the  question  of  peace  and  war,  with  a  neighbour  whom  he  has 
defeated,  by  giving,  in  the  first  instance,  moderate  terms.  If  he 
did  otherwise*  the  treaty  might  be  broken  at  a  moment  which  did 
not  suit  him.  To  encroach  gradually  after  the  war  has  ended, 
is  a  part  of  the  same  policy  which  teaches  him  to  move  rapidly 
while  it  continues.  We  must  lay  our  account,  then,  with  his  not 
remaining  quiet  now,  any  more  than  he  did  after  the  treaty  of 
Presburg.  But  to  delude  ourselves  with  the  hope,  that  because 
he  is  moderate  in  his  terms,  compared  with  the  successes  which 
he  claims,  therefore  his  pretensions  are  false ;  and  to  derive  from 
them  another  inference,  that  by  keeping  alive  some  war  on  the 
Continent,  or  at  least  continuing  at  war  ourselves,  as  a  rallying 

{>oint  to  the  allies,  we  shall,  in  the  end,  beat  him, — is  a  species  of 
oily  which  would  be  ridiculous,  were  it  confined  to  a  few,  and 
productive  of  less  melancholy  effects. 
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It  is  common  with  the  same  class  of  politicians,  to  receive*  as 
something  akin  to  disaffection,  every  gloomy  description  of  our 
own  prospects,  or  those  of  our  allies.  When  such  a  representa- 
tion is  made,  they  do  not  inquire  whether  it  be  true  or  fake,* al- 
though that  is  the  only  question ;  but  they  say,  it  tends  to  pro- 
mote despondency.  Those  who  fairly  and  honestly  state  the  case 
as  it  is,  are  called  prophets  of  evil,  and  preachers  of  despair— are 
plainly  accused  of  wishing  to  see  their  own  predictions  realized-*- 
and  more  than  suspected  of  assisting  in  their  fulfilment.  To  all 
such  thoughtless  or  designing  persons,  one  answer  may  be  sufiv- 
cient.  The  evil  foretold  is  a  misery  which  must  directly  affect 
every  human  being  in  the  country—it  is  an  invasion  of  a  large 
French  army,  either  successful,  or  with  difficulty  repelled.  This 
is  a  prospect  which  no  rational  creature  can  take  any  pleasure  in 
contemplating.  €  Then  do  not  speak  of  it*  *  say  the  railers,  €  it 
dispirits  the  people. '  Not  so — A  nation/  whom  the  timely  view 
of  their  real  fituation  can  difpirit,  will  a'flurediy  never  face  the 
danger  when  it  comes  near.  But  it  is  very  poflibJe  to  enfure 
a  panic,  with  all,  its  fatal  confequences,  among  the  braveft  people, 
by  feeding  them  with  falfe  hopes,  ftimulating  thqy  natural  fpirits 
by  artificial  means,  and  blindfolding  them  till  the  moment  when 
the  immediate  approach  of  the  danger  requires  them  to  a£t.  A~ 
bove  all,  a  ftrong  and  general  popular  feeling  agamft  peace  is  to 
be  dreaded  by  every  wife  ftattjsman,  if  it  be  die  refult  of  fuch 
delufions  i  for,  when  the  ciifis  is  at  hand,  and  the  truth  is  known, 
a  ftill  ftronger  averfion  to  the. war  is  likely  to  feizc  the , multitude, 
and  all  fpint-ftirring  topics  will  furely  fail.  The  mtfehief?  of  fuch 
popular  infatuation  were  ftlt,  but  in  a  very  fubordinate  degree, 
during  the  Grand  Alliance  war ;  when  the  general  avcrfion  to  a 
treaty  upon  moderate  terms  broke  off  the  negotiations ;  and,  being 
followed  by  an  equally  violent  clamour  for  peace,  brought  about 
the  moft  inadequate  bargain  that  two  nations  ever  made. 

The  wifer  conduft  is  to  look  our  fituation  in  the  face,  while 
there  is  yet  time  to  better  it.  We  have  qonfiantly  and  gloriouf- 
ly  vanquifhed  all  our  enemies  at  fea; — we  have  gained  the  mod 
honourable  vi&ories  over  fuperior  forces  by  land  j— we  have  fuffer- 
ed  not  a  (ingle  reverfe  which  can  ftain  our  reputation.  But  our 
aHies  have  been  deftroyed,  rather  than  conquered,— the  world  has 
need  of  repofe, — and  tne  war  can  no  longer  benefit  any  one  except 
our  enemy.  This  is  our  fituation.  We  can  lofc  no  honour  by 
fairly  agreeing  to  treat  i— by  yielding  fomething  to  the  misfortunes, 
not  of  ourfelves,  but  our  friends— and  by  endeavouring  to  be  realty 
at  peace,  as  foon  as  we  have  put  an  end  to  the  war. 
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Art.  EX.     Cobbetts  Political  Register.     1 1  vol.     8vo.     pp.  innu* 
merable.    London  1802 — 1807. 

TTTe  are  induced  to  take  fome  notice  of  this  journal,  becaufe 
**  we  are  perfuaded  that  it  has  more  influence  with  thatmoft 
important  and  mod  independent  clafs  of  focietjr,  which  (lands  juft 
above  the  loweft,  thaii  Was  ever  poflefled  before  by  any  fimilar  pub* 
lication.  Its  circulation  and  its  popularity  are,  we  think,  upon 
the  whole,  very  creditable  to  the  country.  It  is  written  with 
great  freedom,  and  often  with  great  force  of  argument.  It  flat- 
ters few  national  prejudices — except  our  love  of  detraction  and 
abufe ;  and  has  often  had  the  merit  of  maintaining  bold  truths, 
both  againft  the  party  in  power,  and  the  prevailing  fentiments  of 
the  nation.  It  confifts,  in  general,  of  folid  argument  and  copious 
detail  j  with  little  relief  of  general  declamation,  and  no  attra&ion 
of  playfulnefs.  It  is  a  good  fign  of  a  people,  we  think,  when  a 
work  of  this  defcription  is  generally  read  and  ftudied  among  them. 
It  can  only  be  acceptable  to  men  of  fome  vigour  of  intellect,  and 
fome  independence  of  principle ;  and  it  wad,  upon  the  whole, 
with  feelings  of  pride  and  fatisfa£tion,  that  we  karned  the  extent 
of  its  circulation  among  the  middling  claffes  of  the  community, 
and  the  great  fuperiority  of  its  influence  over  that  of  the  timid 
and  venal  prints,  which  fubfift  by  flattering  the  prejudices  of  a 
party,  or  of  the  nation  at  large.     . 

The  author's  original  anti- Jacobinifm  was,  like  all  other  auti* 
Jacobinifm  after  1800,  extravagant,  fcurrilous,  and  revolting.  But 
this  died  away ;  and,  for  the  three  ot  four  laft  years,  till  very 
lately,  his  influente,  we  believe,  has  been  rather  falutary,  and 
we  nave  been  well  pleafed  that  fuch  a  journal  ftiould  be  in  cxift* 
cnce.  Difgufted  as  we  have  often  been  with  his  arrogance  \  irri* 
tated  by  his  coarfe  and  clamorous  abufe  \  and  wearied  with  the 
needlefs  vehemence  and  difproportioped  fury  with  which  he  fre- 
quently defcanted  on  trifles,  we  could'  (till  admire  his  intrepidity, 
and  refpeft  his  force  of  underftanding;  and  were  glad  to  nave  a 
journal  in  which  falutary  truths  could  be  ftrongly  fpoken,  and 
which  might  ferve  a$  a  vehicle  for  independent  fentiments,  and  a 
record  of  neceflary,  but  unpopular  accufations.  With  this  ge- 
neral impreffion,  we  could  eaGly  make  allowance  for  the  exceffes 
into  which  the  author  was  habitually  betrayed,  either  by  the  de- 
feds  of  his  education,  or  by  his  known  political  partialities ;  and  af- 
ter fetting  afide  his  raving  about  the  funds  and  the  committee  at 
Lloyd's — his  trafli  about  the  learned  languages— and  his  ignorant 
fcurrility  about  Mr  Malthus — we  had  ftill  fome  toleration  in  ftore 
for  mYzeal  for  the  Bourbons,  his  horror  at  revolutions,  and  his 
jealoufy  of  the  dcmocratical  pan  of  our  coaftitutibn. 
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Within  the  laft  fix  months,  however,  he  has  undergone  A  moil 
extraordinary  and  portentous  transformation.  Inttcad  of  the 
champion  of  eftablifhment,  of  loyalty,  and  eternal  war  with  all  re- 
volutionary agency,  he  has  become  the  patron  of  reform  and  re- 
formers ;  talks  hopefully  of  revolutions ;  fcofliogly  of  Parliament ; 
and  cavalierly  of  the  Sovereign ;  and  declaims  upon  the  (late  of 
the  reprefentation,  and  on  the  iniquities  of  placemen  and  petition- 
ers, in  the  very  phrafes  which  have  been  for  fome  time  laid  afide  by 
thofe  whom  he  ufed  to  call  levellers  and  Jacobins. 

The  inconfiftencies  and  apoftafies  of  a  common  joumalift,  cer- 
tainly are  neither  fo  rare  nor  of  fuch  importance  as  to  deferve  any 
notice  from  us.  But  Mr  Cobbett  is  not  quite  acomraon  journalift). 
and  his  cafe  is  fomewhat  peculiar.  He  has  more  influence,  we 
believe,  than  all  the  other  journalifts  put  together  \  and  that  in- 
fluence is  (till  maintained,  m  a  good  degree,  by  the  force  of  his 
perfonal  character.  He  holds  a  high  tone  of  patriotifm  and  inde- 
pendence \  he  puts  his  name  to  all  nis  publications ;  and  manfully 
invites  all  who  diffent  from  his  opinions,  to  meet  him  in  the  fair 
field  of  public  difpntation.  Another  peculiarity  in  Mr  Cobbett's 
cafe  is,  that  he  itill  floutly  aflerts  his  confiftency  *,  and  main- 
tains, that  with  a  very  moderate  allowance  for  the  exaggera- 
tions of  a  difputant,  and  for  actual  changes  in  the  pofition 
of  our  affairs,  the  dodrines  which  he  now  promulgates  are 
the  fame  which  he  has  held  and  expreffed  from  the  beginning. 
He  has  neither  professed  to  be  converted  like  Mr  Redhead  Torke, 
nor  attempted  to  sneak  silently  to  the  other  side  like  the  herd  of 
venal  pamphleteers.  Though  our  quarrel  with  him,  therefore, 
be  entirely  on  the  score  of  the  tendency  of  his  later  productions, 
the  question  of  their  consistency  or  inconsistency  with  his  former 
professions  is  by  no  means  indifferent  to  the  issue.  ,  There  are 
many  who  believe  in  him,  partly  at  least,  on  account  of  the 
sturdy  honesty  to  which  he  lays  claim,  and  the  tone  of  confidence 
with  which  he  predicts  what  is  to  come,  and  pretends  to  have 
predicted  whatever  has  actually*' Occurred ;  and  there  are  few, 
perhaps,  of  those  who  have  received  any  impression  from  his 
writings,  whose  faith  in  his  reasonings  would  not  be  diminished 
by  a  conviction  of  the  inconsistency  or  versatility  of  his  successive 
opinions,  or  a  suspicion  of  the  share  that  passion  or  party  may  have 
had  in  thf  ir  formation.  It  is  not,  therefore,  from  any  paltry  or 
vindictive  motive,  but  for  the  purpose  of  reducing  his  authority 
to  its  just  standard,  that  we  think  it  necessary,  before  entering 
upon  the  examination  of  his  late  doctrines,  to  make  a  few  re- 
marks on  his  title  to  the  praise  of  consistency,  and  to  exhibit 
some  instances  of  what  has  certainly  appeared  to  us  as  the  most 
glaring  and  outrageous  contradiction. 
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*  The  first  thing  that  would  strike  any  one  who  had  only  known 
Mr  Cobbett  as  the  author  of  the  Porcupine,  and  the  earlier  vo- 
lumes of  the  Political  Register,  on  looking  into  any  of  his  later 
numbers,  would  be  the  terms  of  high  and  unmeasured  praise 
with  which  he  speaks  of  the  political  principles  and  proceedings 
of  Sir  Francis  Burdett.  We  were  perfectly  certain,  that  these 
same  principles  had  formerly  been  the  object  of  his  most  furious 
reprobation,  and  had  an  obscure  recollection  that  the  worthy 
Baronet  himself  had  occasionally  been  subjected  to  the  discipline 
of  his  pen.  In  looking  back  to  the  Register  for  the  year  1602, 
we  were  surprised,  however,  to  find  the  excess  and  scurrility  of 
the  abuse  which  was  then  poured  out  on  the  present  idol  of  the 
author.  Some  of  the  following  passages  form  so  extraordinary 
a  contrast  with  those  which  Mr  Cobbett's  readers  have  lately  been 
in  the  habit  of  perusing,  that  we  cannot  resist  the  temptation  of 
transcribing  them. 

'In  the  Register  for  July  1802,  (vol.  II.  p.  51.)*,  this  loyal 
politician  observes,  *  To  read  the  bills  and  advertisements 
which  have  been  published  in  the  county  of  Middlesex,  one 
would  believe  that  the  contest  was  not  between  two  gentlemen, 
but  between  the  magistrates  and  tfie  thieves ;  and  that  the  great 
body  of  those  who  have  espoused  the  cause  of  Sir  Francis  Bur- 
dett,  have  done  so  with  a  hope,  that,  if  he  were  successful,  there 
would  be  an  end  to  all  legal  punishment ;  and  that  crimes  of  every 
sort  might  be  committed  in  perfect  security.  *  The  same  observation 
is  repeated  at  o.  90.  of  the  same  volume,  where  it  is  facetious- 
ly observed,  that  *  the  road  to  Brentford  is  lined  with  ragged 
wretches  from  St  Giles's,  bawling  out,  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and 
no  {kstile ;  and,  at  the  Hustings,  there  are  daily  some  half  dozen 
convicts,  who  have  served  out  their  time  in  the  house  of  correc- 
tion, amusing  the  rabble  with  execrations  on  the  head  of  Mr  Main- 
waring,  '  &c.  In  the  same  spirit,  the  worthy  Baronet  is  repeat- 
edly branded  as  the  friend  of  th£  convicted  traitor  O'Connor,  and 
the  acquitted  traitor  Home  Toole,  and  held  up  to  detestation  as 
*  the  demagogue  with  his  crew/  or  *  his  gallows-hating  citizens.' 
It  would  be  endless  to  quote  the  passages  in  which  this  temper  is 
indicated.  The  following  may  serve  as  a  pretty  fair  specimen  of 
the  tone  in  which  they  are  composed.  *  To  reason  with  such  a 
man '  (as  Sir  Francis  Burdett)  *  would  be  absurd.  He  must  be 
treated  with  silent  contempt,  or  be  combated  with  weapons  very  dif- 
ferent from  a  pen.  While,  however,  we  declare  our  abhorrence  of 
the  principles  and  conduct  of  the  man  who,  in  alluding  to  the 
British  government,  speaks  of  iS  hired  Magistrates,  Parliaments 
and  Kings  ;  " — while  we  detest  and  loathe  Sir  Francis  Burdett ; — 
while  we  could  trample  upon  him  for  the  false,  base  and  insolent 
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insinuations  respecting  our  and  his  Sovereign, '  &c.   &c.     Pol. 
Reg.  vol.  II.  p.  151. 

Those*  who  are  in  the  habit  of  reading  the  Political  Register, 
may  find  an  amusing  contrast  to  these  effusions  in  almost  any  of 
the  numbers  which  have  been  published  for  the  last  six  months. 
For  the  benefit  of  those  who  do  not  see  that  Journal,  we  shall 
extract  a  few  passages.  It  is  needless  to  quote  any  thing  which 
he  says  in  his  laboured  and  pertinacious  defence  of  the  patriotic 
Baronet  on  occasion  of  his  rupture  with  Mr  Whitebread ;  in  the 
course  of  which,  he  complains  bitterly  of  his  old  favourite  John 
Bowles,  for  having  used  *  the  most  false  and  scurrilous  expressions 
relative  to  Sir  Francis. '  In  vol.  XI.  p.  433,  he  is  represented  as 
having  been  uniformly  hated  by  every  party  which  had  existed 
in  his  time,  because  they  were  all  bent  upon  fattening  on  the 
public  money,  and  knew  that  he  would  oppose  them.  In 
p.  871.  of  the  same  volume,  he  says  to  the  electors  of  West- 
minster, €  If  you  succeed  in  causing  Sir  Francis  Burdett  to  be 
returned  to  Parliament,  you  will  have  done  more  for  the  country 
in  fourteen  days,  than  has  been  done  for  it  during  the  last  hundred 
years. 9  At  p.  990,  there  is  this  unequivocal  confession  of  faith, 
rWe,  the  people  of  England,^/  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett  is 
our  best  friend  ; — we  participate  in  his  principles  ; — we  rely  on  his 
talents  and  integrity  ; — we  approve  of  Ms  declarations  ; — we  despise 
the  circulators  of  the  a-hundred-times  refuted  calumnies  against 
hira,  and  look  forward,  with  confidence,  to  the  day  when  those 
calumnies  will  be  drowned  in  the  unanimous  applause  of  a  w 
longer  besotted  people. '  After  this,  it  cannot  surprise  us  to  find 
our  exulting  author  congratulating  the  country  upon  his  being 
able  to  open  a  new  volume  with  an  account  of  '  the  chairing  of 
Sir  Francis  Burdett, '•  which  he  is  pleased  to  consider  as  the  me- 
morable sign  of  an  sera  in  politics  ;  and  afterwards  stating,  that 
*  when  the  worthy  Baronet's  head  became  visible  above  the  crowd, 
the  air  rang  with  a  shout,  in  which,  had  the  King  been  in  town, 
"he  would  have  heard  the  voice  of  his  people — the  sound  of  that 
voice  which  he  will,  ere  long,  hear  from  all  his  subjects,  the 
voice  of  love  and  admiration  of  those  who.  are  the  real  friends  of 
the  country,  and  of  indignation  at  those  who  are  its  real  ene- . 
mies, '  &c.  This,  we  believe,  is  ..enough  for  our  purpose ; 
though  it  would  be  hard  to  withhold  from  our  readers  that  spirit- 
ed and  liberal  paragraph,  in  which  Mr  Cobbett,  in  expressing 
his  indignation  at  the  idea  that  the  name  of  the  ignoble  Lord 
Howick  should  ever  be  connected  with  that  of  his  darling  patriot, 
is  pleased  to  say,  that  if  any  man  had  told  him  that  such  a 
connexion  had  been  hinted  at,  *  he  would  almost  have  been 
tempted  to  spit  in  his  face  !  ' 

Now, 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


390  CobbettV  Political  Register.  July 

Now,  we  should  like  to  know  in  what  way  Mr  Cobbett,  of  Mr 
Cobbett's  admirers,  can  reconcile  these  passages.  They  will  scarce- 
ly venture  to  say,  that  Sir  Francis  Burdett  has  abandoned  the  prin- 
ciples which  he  held  in  1802.  Whatever  may  be  his  errors  or  his 
demerits,  the  worthy  Baronet  is  entitled,  at  least,  to  the  praise  of 
consistency •,  and  his  late  political  addresses  are  at  least  as  ob- 
noxious to  zealous  loyalists  and  antijacobins,  as  those  which  ex- 
cited Mr  Cobbett's  indignation  at  the  first  of  those  periods.  But 
the  times,  it  will  be  said,  have  chatiged ; — they  have  come  round 
to  Sir  Francis,  and  have  carried  Mr  Cobbett  along  with  them  ! — 
This  will  not  do ;  there  is  no  man  in  his  senses  who  will  say, 
that  in  1802  there  was  more  to  be  apprehended  from  Jacobinism 
than  in  1807,  or  that  there  was  less  need  to  clamour  for  a  reform 
in  parliament,  and  a  check  to  corruption,  at  the  former  than  at 
the  latter  period*  It  remains,  then,  that  Mr  Cobbett  himself  has 
changed. — We  cannot  help  it ;  nor  do  we  think  there  is  any  great 
harm  in  it :  the  change  is  perhaps  for  the  better  :  for  though  we 
can  oy  no  means  go  along  with  the  rapturous  encomiums  which 
he  now  bestows  on  the  object  of  his  former  detestation,  we  really 
felt  quite  as  much  disgusted  with  the  abuse  which  he  then  poured 
upon  him.  We  never  thought  that  the  constitution  was  in  any 
#reat  danger  from  the  worthy  Baronet's  plan  of  universal  suffrage, 
and  annual  parliaments ;  and  certainly  are  not  of  opinion,  that  his 
return  to  parliament  is  the  most  propitious  and  important  event 
which  has  happened  in  England  for  the  last  hundred  years. 
Both  opinions  appear  to  us  to  be  somewhat  absurd  and  irrational ; 
but  we  cannot  help  thinking  it  a  little  extraordinary,  that  they 
should  both  have  been  zealously  maintained  by  one  and  the  same 
individual,  and  that  this  individual  should  take  it  into  his  head  to 
value  himself  upon  his  political  consistency.  The  merits  of  Mr 
Cobbett's  new  creed,  we  shall  take  occasion  to  appreciate  by  and 
by :  we  think  it  already  pretty  apparent,  that  it  bears  no  great 
resemblance  to  his  old  one  ;  and  may  perhaps  be  permitted  to  hint 
to  his  admirers,  that  it  might  be  as  well,  if  one  whose  faith  is  so 
liable  to  be  unsettled,  did  not  persecute  with  such  intolerance  all 
who  ventured  to  oppose  it. 

But  his  conduct  to  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  perhaps  is  influenced 
by  some  private  attachment*  and  his  judgment  of  other  public 
men  is  more  temperate  and  consistent.  We  can  see  no  proofs  of 
this  \ — all  are  treated  in  the  same  way, — praised  extravagantly  to- 
day,— abused  outrageously  to-morrow.  We  do  not  recollect  any 
one  (except!  perhaps  Mr  Windham)  of  his  original  favourites,  upon 
whom  he  has  not  heaped  the  ordure  of  his  igftoble  abuse  j  and 
scarcely  one  whom  he  reprobated  at  the  beginning,  who  has  not 
been  compensated  at  last  by  the  most  preposterous  encomiums. 
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Mr  Pitt,  at  the  beginning  of  his  career,  was  the  greatest  of  the  great, 
the  saviour  of  Europe,  the  most  magnanimous  of  statesmen;  lately, 
his  readers  have  only  heard  of  him  under  the  appellation  of  €  that 
shallow-brained  boaster, ' — that  patron  of  peculation, — that  poor, 
hollow,  bombastic  declaimer,  &c.  Of  Mr  Fox,  he  said  in  1802, 
that  he  never  thought  him  a  person  of  any  political  importance,  or 
one  who  could  ever  have  any  weight  in  tne  councils  of  the  nation, 
(vol.  ii.  p.  338) ;  he  is  even  guilty  of  the  atrocious  absurdity  of  a- 
verring,  with  all  the  seriousness  and  animosity  which  he  can  mus- 
ter for  the  occasion,  that  he  believes  the  only  object  of  that  illus- 
trious person's  journey  to  Paris,  in  1801,  was  to  make  himself  mini- 
ster of  this  country  by  the  help  of  Bonaparte,  (p.  343.)  He  thanks 
heaven,  that  of  all  his  manifold  sins,  that  of  ever  having,  either  in 
thought,  word  or  deed,  been  an  adherent  of  Charles  Fox,  is  not 
among  die  number;  and  that  he  only  breaks  through  the  silence  of 
disdain,  on  account  of  the  consequence  which  he  derives  from  the 
friendship  of  the  First  Consul,  (p.  714.)  He  more  than  insinuates 
his  affection  for  rebels,  regicides,  and  traitors ;  resents  his  '  loath- 
some calumnies '  on  the  House  of  Stuart,  and  his  c  miserable  at- 
tempts to  defend  the  characters  of  Russel  and  Sydney ; '  and  con- 
cludes with  asking, '  Where,  Sir,  shall  I  find,  in  all  the  cumbrous 
volumes  of  harangues  which  you  have  uttered  during  the  last  ten 
years  of  treasons  and  conspiracies  against  the  throne  and  the  life 
of  your  Sovereign,  one  single  sentence  or  phrase  expressive 
of  your  abhorrence  of  those  diabolical  machinations?'  (p.  719.) 
To  this  despicable,  disloyal,  detestable  statesman,  Mr  Cob- 
>  bett  has  himself  stated  (vol.  vi.  p.  515.)  that  he  afterwards 
went  over;  he  calls  him  repeatedly,  '  public-spirited  and  mag- 
nanimous, '  and  declares,  that,  out  of  the  five  great  questions  to 
which  his  life  had  been  devoted,  there  never  had  been  but  one 
on  which  they  disagreed.  In  a  Number  published  since  his  death, 
he  speaks  of  the  departed  statesman  in  the  following  terms.  c  He 
who  was  in  his  nature  kind  and  indulgent  to  a  fault ;  who  was 
^wonderfully  gifted  in  the  faculty  of  perceiving  and  of  judging ; 
whose  heart  and  mind  were  always  disposed  to  the  right  side;  and 
who  only  wanted,  as  Major  Cartwright  observes,  die  resolution 
to  say  nay  to  bad  men. '  (vol.  xi.  p.  593.)  The  truth  of  this  cha- 
racter might  atone  for  much  hastiness  or  error ;  but  nothing  can 
expiate  the  base  scurrility  with  which  it  stands  contrasted  *  nor  was 
it  fit  that  an  encomium  on  Mr  Fox  should  be  pronounced  by  lips 
polluted  with  libels  which  only  atoned  for  their  malignity  by  their 
gross  and  contemptible  absurdity. 

The  minor  characters  are  treated  in  the  same  manner.  Mr 
Sheridan  is  a  very  eloquent  and  patriotic  person,  while  he  is  op- 
posed to  Mr  Addington ;  when  he  stands  against  Sir  Francis 
f  Burdety 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


392  Cobbett*/  Political  Register.  July 

Burdett,  he  18  a  peculator,— a  player,— and  a  tool  of  corruption. 
Home  Tooke  is  branded  through  many  volumes,  as  a  republican, 
Jacobin,  and  demagogue.  He  is  even  accused  pretty  distinctly  of 
having  been  guilty  of  high  treason ;  and  yet  we  nnd,  in  a  late 
Number  (vol.  xL  p.  672*),  a  most  gracious  and  polite  invitation 
to  him  to  come  forward  for  the  public  service  ;  c  nor  do  I  believe  * 
says  Mr  Cobbett  '  that  if  the  gentleman  whp  is  represented  as 
having  such  absolute  power  over  Sir  Francis  Burdett  were  once 
more  to  stand  forward  in  public  life,  he  could  in  a  short  time 
hence  meet  with  any  of  the  prejudices  which  have  heretofore 
existed  against  him* '  Even  Mr  Bowles,  who  is  now  the  constant 
object  of  Mr  Cobbett's  scorn  and  derision,  was  once  considered 
by  him  in  the  light  of  a  respectable  coadjutor.  In  the  second 
volume  we  hear  of  his  valuable  pamphlets,  and  of  Mr  Cobbett's 
entire  acquiescence  in  the  sentiments  they  contain.  The  senti- 
ments of  Mr  Bowles,  for  which  we  certainly  entertain  no  great 
respect,  were  always,  we  believe,  the  same  which  he  now  pro- 
fesses. 

Now,  what  is  it  that  we  infer  from  this  strange  alternation  of 
praise  and  blame  in  the  pages  of  Mr  Cobbett  ?  Why,  that  no- 
body should  care  much  for  either  \  that  they  are  bestowed  from 
passion  or  party  prejudice,  and  not  from  any  sound  principles  of 
judgment ;  and  that  it  must  be  the  most  foolish  of  aU  things,  to 
take  our  impressions  of  the  merit  of  any  individual,  from  a  man 
whose  own  opinions  have  not  only  varied,  but  been  absolutely  re- 
versed, within  these  four  years.  The  consideration  of  this  versa* 
tility  in  Mr  Cobbett's  likings  and  dislikings,  has,  we  will  confess, 
been  a  considerable  encouragement  to  us  in  the  task  of  reviewing 
his  lucubrations.  When  we  first  felt  it  to  be  our  duty  to  point 
out  the  pernicious  parts  of  his  tenets,  we  were  a  little  appalled 
by  the  prospect  of  the  weekly  abuse  with  which  we  lay  our  ac- 
count with  being  rewarded ;  but  when  we  discovered,  in  the 
course  of  our  reading,  how  kindly  he  repays  the  victims  of  his  oc- 
casional reprobation,  we  grew  quite  easy  upon  that  subject  j—  sa- 
tisfied that,  if  he  should  abuse  us  for  a  month  or  two  to  come,  he 
will  make  us  ample  amends  in  the  long-run,  and  end  by  being  the 
most  devoted  of  our  admirers. 

Hitherto  we  have  only  spoken  of  Mr  Cobbett's  opinions  of 
men  ;  and  though  they  are  opinions  of  public  men,  and  delivered 
on  public  principles,  we  are  willing  to  admit  the  plea,  that  they 
mav  have  been  influenced  by  the  caprices  of  personal  afrection, 
ana  that  the  charge  of  inconsistency  is  not  completely  made  out, 
unless  it  can  be  shown  that  his  opinions  have  undergone  as  great  a 
change  with  regard  to  the  substantial  measures  of  policy  which 
he  has  always  been  occupied  in  discussing,  as  with  regard  to  the 
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merits  of  the  individuals  by  whom  they  have  been  proposed/ 
And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  remark,  that  it  is  no  test  of  con- 
sistency at  all,  for  a  writer  to  be  able  to  say,  I  have  always 
been  an  enemy  to  peculation  ;  or,  I  have  uniformly  been  a  friend 
to  the  constitution.  No  man  in  this  country  ever  pretended  to 
defend  peculation,  or  to  impugn  the  constitution  in  direct  terms  | 
nor  have  any  parties  ever  been  arrayed  against  each  other,  who 
were  not  perfectly  agreed  as  to  these  and  other  general  proposi- 
tions. It  is  not  then  in  his  uniform  professions  of  attachment 
to  the  constitution,  or  of  hostility  to  those  who  endanger  it,  that 
we  are  to  look  for  the  evidence  of  Mr  Cobbett's  political  con- 
sistency. It  is  in  the  specific  measures  which  he  has  succesively 
held  out  as  necessary  for  its  defence,  and  the  views  and  argu- 
ments by  which  he  has  at  different  times  affected  to  support  it* 
After  naving  been  himself,  for  ten  years,  by  far  the  loudest  and 
most  violent  of  those  who  endeavoured  to  terrify  us  with  the 
dangers  of  Jacobinism,  and  the  example  of  the  French  revolu- 
tion, Mr  Cobbett  could  sit  down  coolly,  on  the  11th  of  July 
1807,  and  write  these  words.  *  For  the  last  fourteen  years, 
4  alarms  referring  to  the  French  revolution,  have  from  time  to  time 
'  been  played  off  upon  this  nation,  and  that  too  with  woeful  and 
'  disgraceful  success.     To  these  alarms,  artfully  excited  and  kept 

*  up,  the  country  owes  almost  the  whole  of  her  present  difficult 

*  ties ;  for,  had  it  not  been  for  the  fear  men  entertained  of  the 
€  overthrow  of  all  order,  law,  and  religion,  Pitt  never  could  have? 
€  held  so  long  that  power,  by  the  exercise  of  which  he  entailed  such 
c  a  train  of  curses  upon  us.    Let  the  people  look  to  this.    I*et  theme 

*  take  care  not  to  be  alarmed  again  into  an  approbation  of  seven 

*  years  suspension  of  the  Habeas  Corpus  Act.    Let  them  take  spe- 

*  cial  care  not  to  be  persuaded,  that  the  ouly  way  to  have  their 

*  liberties  secured,  is  to  have  them  taken  away  from  them. '  (vol* 
xii.  p.  36.)  This  fe  pretty  well  for  a  general  specimen  of  con- 
sistency \  but  it  is  better  to  be  somewhat  more  particular. 

The  points  upon  which  Mr  Cobbett  has  descanted  with  the 

greatest  zcat  and  animation  for  the  last  four  months,  -are,  1st, 

The  necessityof  a  reform  in  the  representation ;  2d,  The  benefit 

of  frequent  elections ; ;  and,  3d,  The  necessity  of  removing  all 

placemen  as  well  as  pensioners  from  the  houses  of  Parliament.* 

Now,  upon  each  of  these  Subjects,  we  have  had  the  benefit  of 

perusing  his  opinions  some  years  ago  )  and  the  comparison  or 

4  those  opinions  with  the  doctrines  which  he  now  maintains  with 

so  mucn  zeal  and  confidence,  furnished  a  contrast,  we  are  happy1 

to  say,  not  less  instructive  and  amusing  than  that  which  has  bet fl 

already  presented  in  his  judgments  of  individuals. 

Upon  the  subject  of  parliamentary  reform,  we  Jiavt  a  pretty, 
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decisire  diatribe  in  an  angry  letter  to  Mr  Wilberforce  in  January 
1803.  The  leading  accusation  against  that  gentleman  is,  that  he 
had  once  patronized  that  detestable  cause.     '  Of  the  clamours  for 

*  parliamentary  reform,'  says  he,  *  first  begun  by  you  and  your 
4  associates)  how  numerous  and  how  great  have  been  die  evils ! 
f  No  small  portion  of  the  discontents  and  dangers  which  hare  ex- 

*  isted  in  England  and  Ireland,  arose  from  the  doctrines  promul- 
c  gated  by  the  parliamentary  reformers;  whose  wild  notions,  inco- 

*  herent  plans,  and  nonsensical  phrases,  were  adopted  by  all  tjbose 
'  seditious  and  treasonable  combinations  which, '  &c.  He  then 
falls  foul,  in  still  stronger  terms,  of  the  reform  societies  of  1782 
and  1785 ;  and  after  stating,  in  italics,  that c  Home  Tooke,  who 
4  was  prosecuted  for  high  treason,  pleaded,  in  defence,  that  fix 
€  society  had  in  view  no  other  object  than  that  which  had  been 

*  pursued  by  you  and  your  coadjutors, '  he  goes  on  to  conclude, 
that  *  the  principles  broached  and  promulgated  by  you  and  your 
<  associates,  were  such  as  led  to  the  commission  of  high  treason, 
c  the  most  heinous  of  all  earthly  offences — the  compassing  and 

*  imagining  the  death  of  the  King. '  vol.  III.  p.  35.  There  are 
many  other  passages  in  which  the  same  principles  are  delivered ; 
and  not  only  the  rebellions  m  Ireland,  but  the  revolution  in 
France,  referred  to  the  pernicious  example  of  those  among  us  who 
first  set  on  foot  *  those  wild  and  presumptuous  projects'  for 
parliamentary  reform. 

After  this,  it  is  really  edifr ing  to  hear  Mr  Cobbett  exclaim- 
ing, in  the  bitterness  ot  his  heart,  €  the  people  know  very  well 
how  the  House  of  Commons  is  chosen ; '  and  actually  quot- 
ing the  words  and  resolutions  of  the  very  reformers  of  1782, 
m  order  to  ask  Mr  Perceval  whether,  in  such  a  state  of  the 
representation,  it  be  not  a  mockery  to  call  an  election  an  ap- 
peal to  the  sense  of  the  people,  or  *  whether  men  ought  to  be 

*  reviled,  and  punished  as  traitors  and  seditious  libellers,  because 

*  they  are  discontented  with  such  a  state  of  things, — because 
c  they  wish  for,  and  seek,  an  improvement  in  the  representation. 

*  And  I  put  it  to  your  reason,  *  he  adds,  *  whether  the  upholding 

*  sveh  a  state  of  tiirrgs,  and  such  revilings  and  punislnngs,  be  tie 

*  Kkely  means  of  calling  forth  the  zeal  of  the  people  in  defence  of 

*  the  government. '  vol.  XI.  p.  86S.  Throughout  all  the  later 
numbers,  indeed,  his  main  ground  of  accusation  against' die  Whigs, 
as  well  as  the  followers  of  Mr  Pitt,  is,  that  none  of  them  took 
any  measures,  while  in  power,  for  carrying  into  effect  those  {nreat 
plans  of  parliamentary  reform,  for  which  they  had  aflected  so 
*-  — • *  while  in  opposition. 

same  important  subject,  combined  with  the  consi- 
\t  effects  of  frequent  election,  we  have  a  Still  fuller 
borate  picture  oh  Mr  Cobbett's  original  aemunents, 
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in  lib  summary  of  politics  for  June  1802.  He  there  observes, 
on  occasion  of  a  recent  dissolution  of  Parliament,  that  *  the  peo- 

*  pie  had  been  told,  in  two  factious  addresses,  that  they  are  not  re- 
'  presented  in  the  House  of  Commons  j  that  that  assembly  is  no 
'  longer  what  it  used  to  be ;  and  that,  until  it  be  reformed,  it  is 

4  in  vain  for  them  to  hope  for  any  good  from  that  quarter.  *    How  ' 
exactly  those  factious  addresses  coincide  with  Mr  Cobbett's  own 
-sentiments  in  his  late  letters  to  the  Electors  of  Westminster, 
none  of  his  readers  can  fail  to  perceive.     In  1802,  however,  he 
not  only  calls  them  factious,  but  goes  on  to  state,  that  f  the 

*  words  representation  and  elective  franchise,  have  done  much  to- 
4  wards  confusing  the  brains,  and  corrupting  the  hearts  of  his  Ma- 

*  jesty's  subjects ;  and  though  he  has  not  the  power  of  dissipating 
'  the  fatal  delusion,  it  is  yet  his  duty  to  contribute  his  mite  to  the 
1  attempt. '  In  the  prosecution  of  this  laudable  endeavour,  he  pre- 
sents his  readers  with  a  picture  of  the  miserable  state  of  the  repre- 
sentation in  one  of  the  states  of  America,  '  where  the  elective 
franchise  was  as  universal  as  even  Sir  Francis  Burdett  could  have 
wished  it ; '  and  assures  them  that  the  choice  frequently  fell  up- 
on bankrupts,  swindlers,  quacks,  atheists,  &c.  The  rationale 
of  all  which  he  gives  very  much  at  his  ease  as  follows.  '  The 
4  cause  of  their  preposterous  choice  is  this.  The  mass  of  the  peo* 
4  pie  of  all  nations  are  so  fond  of  nothing  as  of  power.     Men  of 

*  sense  know  that  the  people  can  in  reality  exercise  no  power  which  will 
4  not  tend  to  their  own  injury.    Hence  it  is,  that  in  states  where  the 

*  popular  voice  is  unchecked  by  a  royal,  or  some  other  hereditary 

*  influence,  that  voice  is,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  given  in  favour  qf 
4  those  fawning  parasites,  who,  in  order  to  gratify  their  own  inter* 
4  est  and  ambition,  profess  to  acknowledge  no  sovereignty  but  that 

*  of  the  people,  and  who,  when  they  once  get  into  power,  rule 

*  the  poor  sovereign  with,  a  rod  of  scorpions, '  &c.  He  then 
quotes  an  American  pamphleteer  in  proof  of  the  shocking  state 
of  the  legislatures  in  that  republic  ;  and  concludes,  *  Such,  Engt- 
«  lishmen,  is  the  description  of  a  legislative  assembly,  where  u  o- 

*  qual  representation "  prevails ;  where  almost  every  man  has  a 
4  vote  at  elections ;  and  where  these  elections  do  annually  occur. 
4  The  ambitious  knaves,  who  flatter  you  with  high  notions  of  your 

*  rights  and  privileges,— who  are  everlastingly  driving  in  your  ears 

*  the  blessings  of  what  they  call  the  elective  franchise,  wish  to  add 

*  to  the  number  of  electors,  because  they  well  know  that  they 
4  would  thereby  gain  an  accession  of  strength, '  &c.  vol.  I.  pu/ftfi. 

Compare;  with  these  passages,  the  Whole  tenor  of  the  author's 
fare  addresses  to  the  electors  of  Westminster,  and,  in  particular, 
!.»;  late  anticipation  of  another  Westminster  ejection,  which,  te 
dys,  <  will  be.  a  great  good,-r-an  unmixed  good,-^a,good  iodi^- 

C  c  2  "  putable, 
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putable, — a  good  which  will  make  up  for  many  and  many  an  evil ;' 
and  the  passages  where  he  says,  c  So  unequivocal  are  the  advan- 
( tages  of  an  election,  to  the  people  at  least,  that  I  should  suppose 

*  there  are  very  few  persons  unconnected  with  the  late  ministry 

*  who  must  not  rejoice  at  the  prospect.    To  chuse  our  representa- 

*  tives,  is  among  the  most  precious  of  our  rights.     It  is  our  just 

*  franchise  ;  and  can  there  be  a  voter  in  the  whole  kingdom  who 
'  objects  to  have  an  occasion  to  exercise  it  ?     Can  the  exercise 

*  of  it  come  too  often  ?  *  &c.  &c.  In  the  same  tone  he  quotes, 
with  warm  approbation,  the  excellent  speech  of  Mr  Frend  (vol.  XII. 
p.  10.)  in  which  it  is  stated, c  The  public  demands  that  the  mem- 

*  bers  of  the  House  of  Commons  be  the  representatives  of  the 

*  public,  not  the  choice  of  a  few  private  individuals ;  that  Parliz- 

*  ments  be  frequent,  so  that  the  members  may  not  lose  sight  of 
« their  duty  to  their  constituents, '  &c. 

Mr  Cobbett's  great  modern  theme,  however,  is  his  detestation  of 
placemen  and  pensioners  j  and  the  leading  argument — if  we  must 
call  it  argument — of  his  late  Numbers,  is  directed  to  show,  that 
there  can  be  no  salvation  for  England  till  every  individual  of  this 
hateful  description  be  excluded  from  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
This,  so  far  as  we  can  gather,  is  the  sum  and  substance,  the  begin- 
ning and  end  of  the  reform  by  which  alone  we  can  be  saved  from 
destruction.  We  are  wearied  now  of  turning  over  the  close  printed 
pages  of  his  former  Numbers  for  doctrines  exactly  opposed  to  this. 
We  are  very  much  mistaken,  however,  if  they  are  not  to  be 
found  there ;  and  are  perfectly  positive  that  no  hints  of  this  new 
creed  are  to  be  met  with  in  any  writing  of  his  published  so  long 
as  two  years  ago.  This,  of  itself,  is  quite  decisive  as  to  the 
state  of  nis  former  opinions.  Placemen  and  pensioners  have  sat 
in  Parliament  for  upwards  of  a  hundred  years  \  and  yet  Mr  Cob- 
bett  had  been  ten  years  a  patriotic  journalist  in  this  country,  be- 
fore he  found  it  necessary  to  say  one  word  against  this  dreadful 
abuse.  He  will  scarcely  pretend  that  there  are  more  placemen 
now  in  Parliament  than  there  were  three  years  ago  j  and  if  their 
existence  there  be  now  so  mortal  to  the  constitution  that  no- 
thing short  of  their  total  expulsion  can  give  us  a  chance  for  its 
preservation,  it  surely  must  have  been  his  duty  to  have  proposed 
such  a  measure  before  Sir  Francis  Burdett  put  it  into  his  famous 
address  to  the  Electors  of  Middlesex.  The  merits  of  the  doc- 
trine itself  we  shall  consider  immediately.  We  are  now  speak- 
ing, only  of  Mr  Cobbett's  consistency  in  insisting  on  it  as  obvious- 
ly indispensable  to  our  salvation.  We  have  just  fallen  by  accident 
upon  the  following  passage,  in  an  abusive  letter  to  Mr  Wilber- 
force  in  December  1802,  in  which  the  propriety  and  legality  <of 
placemen  sitting,  in  Parliament  seems  to  be  pretty  clearly  take* 

for 
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for  granted.  Discoursing  of  Parliamentary  disinterestedness,  ho 
says — €  Though  present  experience  teaches  us  that  some  men 

*  certainly  wish  for  office,  to  gratify  their  own  covetousness  and 

*  vanity ;  there  are  others,  and,  I  trust,  afar  greater  number,  who, 

*  in  their  pursuit  of  power,  are  actuated  by  the  noble  motive  of 
€  advancing  the  power  and  happiness  of  their  Sovereign  and  their 
4  country.     That  considerations  of  a  private  nature, — the  desire  of 

*  posthumous,  and  even  of  present  fame,  may  mix  themselves  a* 

*  long  with  this  great  leading  public  motive,  I  allow  : — but,  Sir,  I 

*  defy  you  to  show  me,  in  the  conduct  of  a  placeman  of  this  de- 

*  scription,  any  presumption  that  he  has  made  the  choice  of  his 
€  electors  subservient  to  his  own  interest  or  aggrandisement,  which 
€  will  not  apply  with  equal,  or  with  greater,  force  to  yourself,  * 
&c. 

There  is  only  one  other  subject,  we  think,  upon  which  Mr 
Cobbett  used  formerly  to  enlarge  with  such  frequency  and  zeal 
as  to  make  it  one  of  the  fair  characteristics  of  his  peculiar  opi- 
nions ;  we  mean  his  ardent  love  and  veneration  for  the  person 
and  family  of  the  Sovereign,  and  for  royalty  indeed  in  general. 
In  his  earlier  volumes,  there  is  much  fulsome  cant  and  disgusting 
raving  of  this  sort ;  but  since  he  has  embraced  the  creed  of  Sir 
Francis  Burdett,  this  fine  spirit  of  devoted  loyalty  seems  to  be 
pretty  well  evaporated.  In  his  number  for  24th  March  1807,  he 
defends  the  toast  of  €  our  Sovereign  the  People, '  given  at  one  of 
,ihe  worthy  Baronet's  dinners,  and  says,  he  has  no  other  objec* 
tion  to  it  than  that  '  it  is  not  of  plain  unequivocal  meaning. '  He 
treats  with  considerable  derision  a  loyal  correspondent,  who  had 
6aid,  he  trusted  every  true  Englishmen  would  shed  the  last  drop 
of  his  blood  in  support  of  his  King ; — tells  him  the  King  has 
about  200,000  gentlemen  in  red  and  blue  jackets  whose  business 
it  is  to  support  him,  and  that  he  is  able  to  take  care  of  him- 
self;— and  that  such  views  of  devotion  may  be  reasonable  and 
manly  when  we  see  the  King  giving  up  any  point  whatever,  how- 
ever loudly  called  for,  or  from  whatever  quarter.  After  this  he 
proceeds  to  justify  the  party  at  the  said  dinner  for  omitting  to 
drink  the  King's  health ;— contends  that  this  is  merely  a  volutv- 
tary  expression  of  admiration  of  his  conduct, — and  that,  for  his 
own  part,  since  the  introduction  of  so  many  Hanoverian  sol- 
diers,, the  exemption  of  the  King's  property  from  the  incomer 
tax,  and  one  or  two  other  suspicious  things  of  tjie  same  de- 
scription, he  has  not  felt  quite  so  much  of  that  admiration,  and 
does  not  choose  voluntarily  to  come  forward  with  expressions  of 
that  sentiment,  &c.  (vol.  XI.  p.  436.)  Is  it  too  much  to  say, 
that  the  zealous  advocate  of  the  Bourbons,  and  of  all  their  con- 
nexions, might  have 'been  expected  to  speak  of  the  sons  of  his 
own  Sovereign  in  terms  of  less  contempt  and  acrimony  ?     His 
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observations  on  the  Dukes  of  York  and  Clarence,  though  we  had 
no  great  objection  to  their  substance,  are  certainly  too  much  in  the 
style  of  the  professed  enemies  of  royalty. 

We  have  dwelt  on  this  subject  too  long ;  but  we  conceive  that 
the  charge  of  inconsistency  is  made  out  completely :  and  though 
we  do  not  by  any  means  marvel,  as  Mr  Cobbett  is  moved  to  do  on 
a  similar  occasion,  '  how  a  man  can  hold  up  his  head)  or  even 
exist,  under  the  proof  of  such  glaring  tergiversation, '  we  do 
think  ourselves  entitled  to  say,  that  the  proof  which  we  have  now 
detailed  should  disable  his  judgment,  and  detract  from  his  autho- 
rity, upon  all  the  subjects  to  which  that  proof  is  applicable.  What- 
ever influence  or  reputation  he  may  have  acquired  by  his  earlier 
writings,  should  operate  against  the  doctrines  which  he  is  now 
employed  in  promulgating ;  and  all  the  effect  which  his  argu* 
ments  have  produced  on  his  admirers,  should  turn  to  the  preju- 
dice of  the  maxims  to  which  he  now  requires  their  assent.  A 
man  who  had  never  been  zealous  for  his  party  or  his  opinions, 
may  desert  them  without  much  reproach ;  but  it  must  always  be 
an  awkward  evolution  for  one  who  had  been  distinguished  for 
confidence  and  clamour,  and  who  has  no  sooner  made  the  tranii* 
tiop,  than  he  renews  the  violence  and  abuse  which  he  had  former- 
ly exerted  on  the  opposite  side.  By  the  uncharitable,  such  a 
man  will  always  be  regarded  as  a  professional  bully,  without 
principle  or  sincerity, — whose  services  may  be  bought  by  any 
one  who  will  pay  their  price  to  his  avarice  or  other  passions  j— * 
and  the  most  liberal  must  consider  him  as  a  person  without  any 
steadiness  ot  depth  of  judgment $ — accustomed  to  be  led  away 
by  hasty  views  and  occasional  impressions  ;~entitled  to  no  weight 
or  authority  in  questions  of  delicacy  or  importance ;  and  likely  to 
be  found  in  arms  against  his  old  associates  on  every  materia) 
change  in  his  own  condition,  or  that  of  the  country. 

The  only  important  question,  however,  as  we  have  more  than 
once  intimated  already,  is  not  whether  Mr  Cobbetr*s  recent  doc* 
trines  are  reconcileable  to  those  which  he  formerly  maintained,  but 
whether  they  are  reconcileable  to  truth  and  to  the  interests  of  the 
country.  It  is  only  with  his  recent  doctrines-*— the  current  series  of 
his  opinions — that  we  have  any  interest  or  concern  j — his  earlier 
volumes  are  beyond  our  reach ; — they  have  done  their  work  of  mis* 
chief  or  utility,  and  passed  away ; — and  the  effect  which  they  have 
produced,  can  no  longer  be  either  enforced  or  counteracted.  He 
has  been  busied,  however,  for  some  months  past,  in  a  task  which 
is  not  yet  finished,  and  is  still  in  the  act  of  enforcing  certain  po- 
sitions, the  general  adoption  or  rejection  of  which,  may  produce, 
as  it  appears  to  us,  very  important  effects  on  the  interests  and 

late,  there- 
pernicious 

or 


happiness  of  the  whole  community.     It  is  not  too  h 
%e;  to  inquire,  whether  those  effects  are  )ike!y  to  be 
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ot  salutmrj*— to  detect  what  is  deleterious  in  the  nostrum  that  U 
just  handing  out  among  the  multitude, — and  to  exhibit  an  antidote 
to  the  poison,  of  whicn  the  doses  are  at  this  moment  making  up. 
We  nave  not  the  slightest  hesitation  in  saying,  that  the  doc- 
trines maintained  by  Mr  Cobbett,  for  the  last  four  months,  and 
especially  since  he  has  espoused  the  cause  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett, 
are  in  the  highest  degree  pernicious  and  reprehensible ;  and  that, 
it  is  solely  for  the  purpose  of  exposing  and  discrediting  them, 
that  we  have  been  induced  to  enter  upon  our  present  irksome 
task*  The  sum  and  substance  of  our  objections  to  the  recent 
numbers  of  the  Political  Register,  is,  that  they  are  all  obviously 
intended  to  beget  a  distrust  and  contempt  of  every  individual 
connected  with  public  life,  except  only  Sir  Francis  feurdett  and 
his  adherents,— to  spread  abroad  a  general  discontent  and  disre- 
spect for  the  constitution,  usages,  principles  and  proceedings  of 
Parliament, — to  communicate  a  very  exaggerated  and  unfair  im- 
pression of  the  evils,  abuses  and  inconveniences,  which  arise 
from  the  present  system  of  government, — and  to  hold  out  the 
absolute  impossibility  of  correcting  or  amending  these,  without 
some  great  internal  change,  of  the  nature  of  a  political  revolution. 
tJnder  the  present  system,  Mr  Cobbett  maintains,  that  our  only 
rational  feelings,  are  contempt  and  detestation  of  our  rulers,  and 
despair  of  any  relief  or  improvement,  except  by  its  total  subvert 
sion :  and  with  this  impression,  it  will  easily  be  understood,  that 
he  looks  forward  to  a  revolution,  not  only  without  sadness  or  dis- 
may, but  with  a  kind  of  vindictive  eagerness  and  delight.  He  fore- 
tells it  with  much  confidence  and  complacency  ;  and  does  his  ut- 
most, we  must  say,  to  accomplish  his  own  prediction.  The  natural 
conclusion  from  all  this  is,  that  a  state  of  things,  so  miserable  and 
so  desperate,  is  not  worth  contending  for }  and  that  foreign  con- 

S|uest  would  not  be  so  very  great  an  evil  as  our  rulers  would 
ain  persuade  us  to  imagine.  We  do  not  say,  that  Mr  Cobbett  di- 
rectly draws  this  last  conclusion ;  but  it  seems  to  follow  inevitably 
from  his  premises ;  and  he  does  make  use  of  expressions,  whicn 
satisfy  us  that  he  has  had  it  in  contemplation,  without  being 
much  appalled  or  startled  at  its  aspect.  We  shall,  first,  endea- 
vour to  satisfy  our  readers,  that  we  impute  these  doctrines  to  our 
author  upon  sufficient  grounds ;  and  then  we  shall  consider,  in 
how  far  it  is  possible  for  him  to  justify  them  on  the  score  either 
of  patriotism  or  of  truth. 

As  to  the  proof  of  the  fact,  it  might  perhaps  be  sufficient  to 
refer,  in  a  general  way,  to  the  import  of  the  passages  we  have 
already  had  occasion  to  quote  from  the  recent  Numbers,  and  par- 
ticularly to  those  in  which  the  author  expresses  his  entire  ?sMmt 
and  approbation  of  Sir  Francis  Burdett*s  addresses  to  his  electors* 
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Jn  these  addresses,  as  well  as  in  Mr  Cobbett's  defence  of  them, 
Jjoth  the  parties  who  now  divide  Parliament,  are  stigmatized  as 
equally  possessed  by  a  sordid  spirit  of  self-interest  and  individual 
aggrandisement ;  and,  though  differing  in  every  thing  else,  dis- 
posed to  unite  heartily  against  any  one  who  might  attack  the 
system  of  jobbing  and  corruption  to  which  both  of  them  are  de- 
voted, Now,  these  parties,  it  is  to  *  be  observed,  include  every 
one  member  of  either  of  the  Houses  of  Parliament ;  and,  in- 
deed, every  one  individual  who  is  at  all  known  to  the  public  in  a 
political  capacity, — except  only  Sir  Francis  Burdett,  and  those 
who  professedly  adhere  to  him.  Ye^  both  these  parties,  and  all 
their  adherents,  are  uniformly  represented,  in  £he  work  before  us, 
as  corrupted,  venal  wretches,  intent  upon  fattening  on  tie  public 
money,  and  never  quarrelling  in  earnest  about  any  thing  but  their 
shares  of  it.  The  present  Ministers,  and  their  adherents,  are  ho- 
noured with  the  appellation  of  '  ousted  Treasury  clerks, '  and  the 
'  no  popery  faction ;  *  while  all  who  are  opposed  to  them,  are 
massed' under  fhe  general  name  of  i  the  rump  of  whiggism,,  and 
jtreated  with  a  still  more  plentiful  share  of  contumely  and  abuse. 
That  these  censures  do  actually  apply  to  the  whole  Legislature, 
and  were  really  intended  to  have  this  extensive  application,  is  mani- 
fest, we  think,  from  the  terms  in  which  they  are  conceived  5  but  Mr 
Cobbett  has  left  no  room  for  doubt  on  the  subject,  and  has  delivered 
his  sentiments  of  the  whole  collective  assembly,  in  terms  that  admit 
of  no  misconstruction.  After  saying  of  the  late  Parliament,  that 
for  its  treatment  of  Mr  Paul  alone,  *  it  deserved  a  death  some* 
thing  more  than  political,  *  and  that  its  proceedings  would  have  be- 
come an  assembly  of  bashaws,  he  adds,  *  I  rejoice  that  it  no 

*  longer  exists.  I  rejoice  that  I  have  an  opportunity  of  speaking 
'  my  mind  of  it.     But  its  successor ! — No  matter  !   I  care  not  for 

4  that, '  &c.  &c.  Of  this  successor,  however,  he  favours  us  with 
his  sentiments  by  and  by,  in  pretty  plain  terms.  In  speaking  of 
the  motion  for  adding  Sir  Francis  Burdett's  name  to  the  commit- 
tee of  finanpe?  he  says,  '  With  respect  to  the  rejection  of  Sir 

*  Francis  by  the  House,  the  thing  was  quite  natural.    It  was  what 

*  the  people  would  in  such  a  ca.se  expect.    Had  he  not  been  reject- 

*  ed,  I  should  have  been  extremely  sorry  j  because  it  would  nav« 
f  led  me  to  suspect  that  all  was  not  right. '  vol.  XII.  p.  50.  h 
a  subsequent  number,  he  is  pleased  to  say,  €  I  see  not  the  least 

5  room  to  suppose,  that  any  insinuations,  however  foul,  can  sink 
f  the  character  of  the  House  in  the  opinion  of  the  country.  No, 
f  the  House  is  not  to  be  affected  by  insinuations  of  any  sort.  Its 
f  character  has  long  been  such  as  to  set  all  insinuations  at  defiance, 
f  I  venture  to  assert,  that  its  character  is  far  beyond  the  reach  of  de- 
t  traction, f  &c.  &c.  p.  74.    After  this,  we  nejed  not  quote  any  of  his 
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sneers  at  the  Honourable  House,  and  its  faithful  guardianship  of 
the  public  purse, — or  at  the  House  of  Lords,  *  where  the  whfcle  he- 
<  reditary  wisdom  and  honour  of  the  nation  are  seated*  *  Still  less 
«an  it  be.  necessary  to  retail  any  of  his  good  old  democratical 
sayings  as  to  the  inadequacy  of  the  representation,  or  his  pro- 
phetic denunciation  to  Mr  Fox,  that  if  the  '  system  of  Pitt  was 
not  abandoned,  the  consequence  infallibly  would  be,  the  annihi- 
lation of  all  confidence  on  the  part  of  the  people  in  the  then  ex- 
isting race  of  public  men. ' 

'What  we  have  now  referred  to  may  fuffice  as  evidence  of  Mr 
Cobbctt/s  opinion  of 'Parliament  and  public  men*  He  has  difqua- 
lified  the  whole  of  its  prefent  members,  of  all  parties  and  defcrip- 
tions,  and  the  whole  of  thofe  who  were  oppofed  to  them,  with 
die  (ingle  exception  of  Sir  Francis  Burden  and  his  friends ;  and 
no  good,  he  tells  us,  can  be  expe&ed  from  that  quarter,  till  it  be 
filled  with  perfons  of  their  principles  and  description.  The  efta- 
blilhed  conftitution  and  ufages  of  Parliament  meet  with  as  little 
toleration  as  its  prefent  compofition.  No  placemen  or  penfioners 
are  to  have  feats  in  either  houfe.  In  other  words,  the  minifters, 
who,  from  their  fituation  and  talents,  muft  fooneft  fee  the  need 
there  is  for  new  laws,  and  mod  thoroughly  underftand  their  ope- 
ration, are  to  have  no  voice  either  in  propofing  or  refilling  them  ; 
and  the  blefled  effeft  of  this  is  to  be,  that  *  the  Houfe  of  Com- 

*  mons  will  be'as  dull  as  a  Quaker  meeting  $  no  fixed  days  for  de> 
4  bating,  as  it  is  called  \  no Tpeeches  of  three  hours  long ;  and  the 

*  King  might  then  change  his  fervants  when  he  pieafed,  without 
'  any  commotion  in  that  houfe,  which  has  no  more  bufinefs  with 
(  fuch  changes  than  the  mountebanks  of  Bartholomew  fair  have ; ! 
t— €  and  this, '  adds  Mr  Cobbett,  *  would  be  the  way  to  begin  to 
'  fight  France* '  vol.  xi.  p.  1087. 

As  to  the  ufages  and  forms  of  proceeding  in  Parliament,  which 
are  matters  indeed  of  far  inferior  importance,  they  are  treated 
throughout  with  the  fame  fpirit  of  derifion  and  contempt.  As  to  the 
right  and  the  form  of  petitioning,  for  inftancc,  Mr  Cobbett  takes 
occafion  to  fay,  that  really  the  being  permitted  to  pray  does  not 
feem  a  privilege  worth  boafting  of  j  and  when  it  is  confidered 
that  the  perfons  praying  are  addrefling  their  own  representatives  %  he 
can  fee  no  occahon  for  fuch  exceffivcly  humble  and  cringing  lan- 
guage*   He  then  proceeds — 

«  But,  gentlemen,  though  we  may  be  permitted  to  write  a  prayer, 
we  can  none  of  us  utter  that  prayer  to  the  objeds  of  our  application* 
It  muft  be  fo  uttered  by  fome,  member  upon  whom  we  may  (by  fome  meant 
or  other)  prevail  to  become  our  propitiator;  that  is  to  fay,  before  we  can 
bring  our  prayer  before  the  Houfe,  we  muft  obtain  the  fpecial  confent  of 
poe  of  its  own  members.     leaving  fucceeded  fo  far,  our  petition  10  al» 
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lowed  to  be  read  by  a  dark,  who  fiuati  tabic  in  the  middle  of  the 
Houfe ;  and,  a  very  gmeat  comfort  it  it  to  one  to  know,  that  oneY 
prayer  hat  pifled  through  the  lip*  of  a  man  who  wears  a  Mack  gown 
and  a  three-tailed  wig,  and  who,  at  it  were  for  the  purpofe  of  preferr- 
ing *7<?*/j  i-i^/x,  always  writes  io  gloves.  But,  though  read,  it  is  not 
yet  ccrtJ.n  tlnst  our  petition  will  be  attended  to.  Attended  to,  did  I 
say  ?  It  muft  fir  ft  undergo  the  ceremony  of  a  motion  and  of  a  vote; 
it  muft  bare  a  majority  in  iti  favour  before  it  can  be  permitted  to  fye 
upon  the  table  %  and,  when  it  has  arrived  at  that  honour,  another  motion 
and  another  vote  of  the  majority  is  required,  before  any  thing  can  be 
done  in  confequence  of  this  our  humble  prayer ;  for  "  humble  "  it  muft 
be,  that  being  a  quality  abfolotely  iadifpenfable.  *  vol.  si.  p.  39a 
'  We  have  quoted  this  pafiage  at  fome  kn$th*  not  becaafe  it  con- 
tains any  thing  very  important  or  very  offenfive  in  its  fubftance, 
but  as  a  fair  fpecimen  of  the  irreverent  and  derifive  ftyie  in  which 
die  author  habitually  fpeaks  of  an  inftiturion,  fiom  which  no 
good  man  would  wifli  to  alienate  the  afTe&ion  or  refpe&  of  the 
country. 

Witn  regard  to  the  grofs  and  inflammatory  exaggerations  by  which 
he  cofiftantly  endeavours  to  excite  the  indignation  and  dilcantent 
of  the  people,  as  to  the  difadvantages  of  their  fituation,  and  the 
abufes  to  which  they  may  be  referred,  it  would  be  endlefs  to 
quote  the  multitude  of  paflages  in  which  they  occur.  The  im- 
menfe  numbers  of  the  poor,  and  the  incapacity  of  a  labourer  to 
fubfift  a  fmall  family  from  his  wages,  are  repeatedly  held  for- 
ward,  and  imputed  with  the  moft  unbluflnng  confidence  to 
the  number  of  finecores,  the  extent  of  peculation,  and  the  fyf- 
tem  of  funding.    He  loves  to  talk  of  the  neceffity  of  changing 

*  a  fyftem  by  which  forty  millions  a  year  of  the  people's  favmgi 
ire  collected  and  diftribmed  into  hands,  through  which  thef 
naturally  pais  to  the  metropolis,  and  there  as  naturally  product 
all  the  vices  of  which  we  complain.9  The  following  pafiage, 
however,  is  particularly  curious.  If  Mr  Cobbett  believes  the 
ftatement  in  it  to  be  true,  it  may  be  regarded  as  the  key  to  that 
extraordinary  revolution  in  his  opinions  which  we  set  out  with 
remarking  5  and,  at  all  events,  it  may  serve  to  show  the  opinions 
which  he  wishes  to  inculcate,  and  the  lengths  to  which  passion 
or  prejudice  can  carry  him.  After  observing  that  public  men, 
in  general,  seemed  not  to  be  sufficiently  sensible  of  the  great 
change  which  had  taken  place  in  the  general  way  of  thinking  on 
politics  since  1801,  and  especially  since  the  affair  of  Lord  Melville, 
and  that  anti- Jacobinism,  which  had  previously  been  a  thriving 
trade,  had  since  been  on  the  decline,  he  takes  occasion  to  observe, 
f  There  was  a  time  when  a  cry  about  Jacobinism  or  danger  to 

*  the  Church  would  have  had  great  weight.    But  those  cries  have 
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*  seen  their  dag  pass :  every  man's  attention  being  ndw  turned  to 

*  the  abuses  in  the  expenditure  of  the  public  money/  And  after* 
wards,  *  This,  I  repeat  it,  is  the  sole  point  upon  which  Chen's  at- 

*  tention  is  now  earnestly  fixed.  Of  the  affairs  of  tlie  Cotttirient,—4l 
€  conquests  in  South  America,— and  of means  of  defence  at  home, 
•they  have  not  leisure  to  think.  The  reading  of  tax-papers,  and 
4  the  providing  for  the  incessant  demands  of  the  tax-gatherer,  take 

*  up  all  their  tirrie.  Their  present  grievous  burdens  is  the  only  sub- 
•ject  upon  which  they  can  be  expected  to  think;  and,  while 
c  they  feel  these  burdens,  they  know  that  enormous  peculations  re- 
f  main  unpunished  ;  they  see  no  hope  of  preventing  them  for  the 

*  future  j  and  they  feel  as  men  must  feel  under  suck  circjim^ 
€  stances. '     Vol.  xi.  p.  816. 

A  people  thus  defrauded  of  its  political  rights,  and  oppressed  in 
its  private  circumstances,  certainly  could  have  no  great  inducement 
to  right  for  a  constitution  which  imposed  and  perpetuated  6uch  a- 
dominations  \  nor  could  it  look  forward  to  the  subversion  of  such 
a  constitution  but  as  to  a  deliverance  from  tyranny,  and  a  chance  of 
restoration  to  happiness.  If  Mr  Cobbett  had  intended,  therefore, 
to  render  his  countrymen  indifferent  as  to  foreign  conquest,  and 
desirous  of  internal  revolution,  he  could  not  have  employed  other 
means  than  those  to  which  he  has  actually  resorted.  We  pretend 
not  to  judge  of  his  intentions  as  to  others  ;•  but,  for  his  own  indi- 
vidual part,  he  has  spoken  his  opinion  pretty  freely,  at  least  as  to 
die  probability  and  desirableness  of  a  revolution.  There  are 
scattered  throughout  all  his  late  Numbers  general  expressions  of 
prophetic  exultation  to  this  effect ;— that  the  day  of  the  people 
will  come, — that  a  terrible  contest  will  soon  succeed  to  the  wars  of 
faction, — and  that  a  radical  change  must  be  made  in  our  internal 
system.  The  following  passage,  however,  is  more  full  and  ex- 
plicit. After  alluding  to  certain  advertisements  about  the  purchase 
of  seats  in  Parliament,  Mr  Cobbett  observes — 

1  From  one  corner  of  the  "kingdom  to  the  other,  corruption  extends 
his  baleful,  his  ferpent-hatching  wings.  Can  this  lafl  ?  Ought  it  to 
loft  ?  Of  what  avail  is  it  that  the  mifcreants  engaged  in  this  infamous 
traffic  call  us  jacobins  and  levellers  ?  Will  any  one  of  them  fay  that 
this  ought  to  be  ?  Has  any  one  of  them  the  ingenuity  to  find  out  any 
thing,  even  in  imagination,  tvorfe  titan  this  f  Politicians  may  endeavour  tn 
alarm  ut  ninth  cries  of  revolution,  and  divines  may  preach  to  us  about  hell* 
but,  if  the  one  can  find  any  thing  more  dif graceful,  or  the  other  any  thing 
more  damnaBle,  than  what  is  defcribed  in  thefe  adtertHement*,  1  befeech 
them  fpeedily  to  exhibit  it  to  our  view.  Fifty-feven  of  thefe  advertifemem  s 
have  1  read  in  the  London  daily  papers ;  and  I  defy  any  man  living  to  pro* 
duce  me,  in  the  hiflory  of  the  whole  vaorld,  any  thing  fi  completely  dtfcriftivt 
of  national  degradation.  Well  may  Mr  Fawkes  fay,  in  his  add  reft  tohh 
late  conftitucnta  of  the  county  of  York,  that  a  feat  in  parliament,  which  he 
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once  regarded  at  the  height  of  laudable  ambition,  he  now  views  in  quite 
a  different  light ;  and  the  only  wonder  is,  that  he  ftiould  hare  been  till 
now  in  the  dark  upon  the  fubjed.  Again  1  call  upon  our  accufers, 
upon  thofe  who,  for  hire,  denominate  us  jacobins  and  levellers,  and  who 
cry  aloud  for  the  prefervation  of  the  conftitution,  to  fay,  whether  the 
conftitution  fan&ions  thefe  things.  If  it  does,  what  an  infamous  im» 
pofturc  it  is !  and,  if  it  does  not,  it  is  we,  and  not  our  revilers,  who  are 
endeavouring  to  fupport  the  conftitution  of  England.  Aye,  ir  is  we 
who  would  reftore  and  fupport  the  conftitution  ;  the  real  conftitution; 
that  conilitutibn  which  fo  ftri&ly  forbids  the  buying  or  the  felling  of  a 
fingle  vote,  much  more  a  feat  in  parliament ;  that  conftitution  which  in- 
hibits peers  from  any  fort  of  interference  in  elections,  and  that  fuppofes 
it  impoffible  that  any  peer  mould,  in  any  way,  fend  a  member  to  the 
Commons'  Houfe;  that  conftitution,  in  fhort,  which  forbids,  in  the 
ft  range  ft  terms,  and  under  fevere  penalties  every  one  of  the  abufes,  of 
which  we  complain  :  and  yet  have  the  hireling  revilers  the  audacity  to 
reproach  us  with  a  wifh  to  overturn  the  conftitution  !  lnfuch  ajlate  the 
country  cannot  long  remain.  No  country  bat  ever  long  remained  in  J neb  a 
jlatt.  Thofe  who  have  an  evident  intereft  in  perpetuating  abufes  of  all 
forts,  may  endeavour  to  terrify  the  people  <witb  tbe  confequencet  of 'what  ir 
calkd  a  revolution  ;  and,  from  a  revolution,  in  the  ufual  fenfe  of  the 
word,  as  applied  to  politics,  God  preferve  us !  but  a  change,  and  a  great 
change  too%  muft  come  ;  and  come  it  it*//,  in  one  'Way  or  another  ,  ana*  that  at 
no  dtfiant  day. 9     Vol.  xi.  p.  836-7. 

With  regard  to  the  probability  and  the  effects  of  invasion,  Mr 
Cobbett  says,  he  *  is  firmly  persuaded  that  Bonaparte  never  medi- 
tated a  march  to  the  Rhine  with  more  determination  than  he 
meditates  the  invasion  of  England  or  Ireland,  and  that  it  would 
be  infatuation  unparalleled  to  suppose  that  He  should  leave  these 
kingdoms  untried : '  and  then,  on  diverse  occasions,  he  expresses 
his  apprehensions,  that  if  their  grievances  be  not  redressed,  the 
people  may  not  think  the  country  worth  fighting  for  j  and  main- 
tains, that  to  uphold  the  present  system  of  things,  is  not  the  way 
to  call  forth  their  zeal  in  defence  of  the  Government.  The  most 
offensive,  and,  we  think,  the  most  suspicious,  passage  we  have 
met  with  upon  the  subject,  is  in  the  last  Number  which  has  reach- 
ed us.     The  author  is  there  pleased  to  say— 

*  I  have,  from  long  thinking  upon  the  fubjec\  brought  myfelf  to  a 
conviction,  that  the  French  never  will  fucceed  in  fubduing  us.  The 
nuby  and  the  wherefore  I  might  have  fome  difficulty  in  detailing  ;  bat 
the  conviction  I  entertain,  and  under  it  I  am  eafy  ;  and,  what  is  more, 
I  am  fully  perfuaded,  that,  however  fome  perfons  may  tremble,  this  con- 
viction is  felt  by  ninety-nine  out  of  every  hundred  men  in  the  nation. 
I  do  not  reafon  much  upon  the  matter.  1  have  done  afking  how  tbe 
French  can  get  here  or  to  Ireland,  and  how  we  are  able  to  repel  them. 
I  know  the  enemy  to  be  powerful  by  land,  and  that  he  may  foon  btcomc 
••nwcrful  t>y  fca  $  1  fee  the  force  of  all  Europe  colle&ed  againft  us,  and 
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I  have  considered  in  detail  the  probable  a&s  of  facb  a  conqueror.  But 
when  I  coo6der  who  we  have  for  Commanders,  and  particularly  for 
Commander  in  Chief;  when  Icoofider  the  ftrcngth  of  our  armies  ;  when 
I  confider  the  extent  of  our  immenfe  ref<»arcet,  and  the  manner  of  diftri- 
buting  thofe  refources  ;  when  I  confider,  in  fhort,  the  whole  of  the  force 
and  ftate  of  the  nation,  the  whole  of  the  fecne  that  lies  before  me, — I  ftop 
not  to  reafon,  but  involuntarily  exclaim,  Buonaparte,  I  fet  thy  utmoft 
ingenuity,  power,  and  malice,  at  defiance  !  '     Vol.  xii.  p.  84-5. 

Now  we  know  Mr  Cobbett's  opinion  of  our  Commanders,  and 
of  our  Commander  in  Chief ;  and  we  have  no  quarrel  with  him 
for  that  opinion  $  but,  knowing  what  it  is,  we  ask,  whether  any 
man,  capable  of  serious  counsel  or  of  proper  feeling,  could  possi- 
bly conceive  such  a  crisis  of  such  a  country  as  a  suitable  subject 
for  derision,  or  for  such  asinine  attempts  at  irony  and  humour  at 
are  exhibited  in  this  passage  ? — At  such  a  time,  it  is  the  duty  of 
all  who  possess,  or  who  hope  for,  any  influence  over  their  fellow- 
citizens,  to  point  out  the  dangers  of  the  country,  and  the  means 
by  which  they  may  be  averted.  *  To  affect  to  be  jocular  upon 
such  a  theme ;  and,  with  a  full  conviction  of  the  danger,  to 
present  us,  instead  of  counsels  or  exhortations,  with  paltry 
gibes  and  personalities,  appears  to  us  to  be  at  once  despicable 
and  insulting,  and  to  indicate  a  lamentable  deficiency  both  in  the 
head  and  the  heart  of  the  author. 

Having  thus  endeavoured,  in  as  short  compass  as  possible,  to 
justify  the  representation  we  have  given  of  the  actual  tenor  of 
Mr  Cobbett's  recent  doctrines,  we  shall  proceed  to  consider,  in  a 
few  words,  in  how  far  the  doctrines  themselves  admit  of  justifi- 
cation. 

Laying  aiide  his  mere  general  common-places  of  discontent 
and  disaffection,  we  think  Mr  Cobbett's  whole  argument  may  be 
reduced  to  this  single  proposition, — That  all  the  evils  under  which 
we  are  groaning,  are  produced  by  the  improper  composition  of 
the  legislative  bodies,  and  especially  of  the  House  of  Commons. 
The  evil  in  its  composition  is  twofold.  Firsts  That  the  members 
are  not  fairly  chosen  by  the  people,  but  are  either  nominated  by 
the  influence  of  great  families,  or  purchase  their  seats  from  a 
junto  of  venal  electors  \  and,  secondly  %  That  placemen  and  pen- 
sioners are  allowed  to  sit  in  both  houses.  The  radical  evil  to 
which  this  faulty  constitution  necessarily  gives  rise,  is,  that  the 
members  of  parliament,  instead  of  deliberating  for  the  general 
good,  are  engaged  in  a  constant  scramble  for  place  and  emolu- 
ment ;  that  all  sorts  of  jobbing  and  peculation  are  winked  at,  for 
the  sake  of  securing  votes  *,  and  that  pensions  and  sinecure  places 
are  multiplied  for  the  same  unconstitutional  purpose.  All  our 
other  miseries,  it  seems,  may  be  traced  back  to  this  fruitful  source 
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of  destruction.  The  remedy,  however,  is  happily  veTy  obvious 
and  easy.  Make  the  elective  franchise  mere  wide  and  equal,  and 
purge  the  houses  of  parliament  entirely  of  placemen  and  pen- 
sioners, and  *  the  whole  will  be  accomplished  in  a  year ;  *  but,  till 
this  be  done,  the  people  can  take  no  interest  in  tne  proceedings 
of  government ;  nor  can  any  revolution  make  our  state  more  des- 
perate or  disgraceful  than  it  is. 

Now,  the  first  stand  we  would  make  against  Mr  Cobbett*s  dis- 
heartening representations,  is  on  the  ground  of  this  last  practical 
conclusion.  Admitting  the  whole  of  his  comprehensive  premises, 
we  object  stoutly  to  his  ultimate  conclusion  ;  and  maintain,  that 
it  is  very  easy  to  imagine  something  a  great  deal  worse  than  the 
present  constitution  of  this  country,  with  all  its  rotten  boroughs, 
sinecure  offices,  and  placemen  and  pensioners  in  parliament ;  and 
that,  even  allowing  all  these  to  be  evils  as  enormous  as  they  are 
now  represented,  there  is  still  such  a  vast  overbalance  of  good  in 
our  situation,  as  is  well  worth  a  struggle  to  preserve  ;  and  that 
revolution  or  conquest  is  to  be  regarded  therefore  with  the  ut- 
most abhorrence  and  dismay. 

This  is  a  question  of  fact,  and  its  determination  is  fortunately 
as  obvious  as  it  is  important.  So  far  from  being  a  country  the 
measure  of  whose  sufferings  is  full,  and  to  which  every  change 
must  be  gain,  we  conceive  it  to  be  obvious,  on  a  very  slight  con- 
sideration, that  we  have  attained  a  greater  portion  of  happiness 
and  civil  liberty,  than  have  ever  before  been  enjoyed  by  any  other 
nation  *,  and  that  the  frame  and  administration  of  o\jr  polity  is, 
with  all  its  defects,  the  most  perfect  and  beneficial  of  any  that 
men  have  yet  invented  and  reduced  to  practice.  We  have  per- 
fect liberty  of  person,  and  security  of  property  5 — we  nave  an  ad- 
ministration of  law,  both  civil  and  criminal,  that  is  not  only  im- 
partial, but  unsuspected  \ — we  have  freedom  of  speech  and  of 
publication,  beyond  what  any  other  people  ever  experienced  j— 
we  have  wealth,  and  police  and  morality,  superior  to  any  other 
country ;  and  we  have  no  privileged  orders  possessing  a  monopoly 
of  the  honours  and  dignities  of  the  state.  These  advantages  we 
have  attained  under  our  present  system  of  government;  and,  under 
it,  there  does  not  seem  to  be  any  reason  to  doubt  that  they  may 
be  preserved  to  us  unimpaired.  We  conceive,  therefore,  that  so 
far  from  having  little  to  lose  by  conquest  or  revolution,  we  have 
infinitely  more  than  was  ever  possessed  by  any  other  people ;  and 
that,  as  the  good  which  we  already  have,  greatly  exceeds  that  of 
which  we  imagine  we  are  deprived,  it  would  be  in  the  highest 
degree  criminal  and  imprudent  to  expose  it  to  any  considerable 
hazard,  for  the  desperate  chance  of  increasing  it  by  the  uncertain 
itsue  of  a  revolution.    If  these  things,  how  ever,  oe  at  alt  as  we 
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have  new  represented  them,  what  shall  we  think  of  the  patriotism 
or  die  wisdom  of  those,  who,  in  spite  of  aH  this,  maintain,  that 
the  country  is  in  a  deplorable  state,  and  ripening  rapidly  for  de* 
•traction,— who  do  what  they  can  to  weaken  the  attachment  cf 
its-  citi«ens,-—and  labour,  both  directly  and  indirectly,  to  render 
them  indifferent  to  its  fete,  at  a  moment  when  nothing  perhaps  but 
the  most  devoted  and  unanimous  zeal  can  effect  its  salvation  ? 

The  country  which  enjoys  these  advantages  mutt  be  worth 
fighting  for,  whatever  may  be  the  defects  of  it?  government. 
This  is  our  first  position.  Our  second  is,  that  the  government 
cannot  be  utterly  bad  and  detestable  under  which  these  advan* 
tages  have  been  obtained  and  secured  for  so  long  a  period.  This 
requires  no  commentary  for  practical  purposes.  But  it  is  not  our 
intention  to  evade  the  inquiry  to  which  Mr  Cobbett  has  defied 
us  |  and  we  shall  proceed  therefore  to  consider  what  is  the  true 
nature  and  extent  of  the  defects  of  which  this  patriot  complains 
90  vehemently,  and  whether  the  evils  on  which  he  has  enlarged 
are  truly  imputable  to  those  defects*  » 

We  most  cordially  agree  with  Mr  Cobbett  at  the  outset,  that 
there  is  a  great  deal  too  much  scrambling  for  place  and  emolu- 
ment, both  in  and  out  of  Parliament;  and  that  the  nation  suffers; 
and  has  suffered,  in  its  substantial  interests,  from  this  ignoble 
scramble.  We  admit  also,  that  those  who  sell  their  votes  for 
money  act  a  very  base  and  dishonourable  part,  and  that  those 
who  buy  them  ate  not  a  great  deal  better ;  but  we  deny  that  this 
scramble  arises  either  from  there  being  placemen  and  pensioners  in 
Parliament,— or  from  the  interference  of  peers  in  elections, — <fr 
from  the  venality  of  certain  boroughs ; — and,  so  far  from  being  of 
opinion  that  the  alteration  of  those  parts  of  our  system,  according 
to  the  suggestion  of  Mr  Cobbett,  would  cure  this  or  any  other  evil, 
we  are  persuaded  that  such  a  measure  would  have  a  contrary  ef- 
fect. Placemen,  we  think,  are  better  in  Parliament  than  any 
where  else ; — the  influence  of  great  families  in  the  election  of 
members  is  rather  beneficial  than  pernicious  ; — and  the  sale  of 
boroughs,  though  dishonourable  to  those  who  are  concerned  in 
it,  is  in  no  danger  of  going  to  such  an  extent  as  to  put  the  con- 
stitution in  any  hazard.  It  will  not  require  very  many  words, 
we  trust,  to  explain  ourselres  as  to  all  those  particulars. 

The  discussion  may  perhaps  be  facilitated  by  first  considering, 
in  a  general  way,  what  are  the  duties  and  functions  which  a  par* 
liament  has  to  perform  in  regard  to  the  people,  and  what  are  it* 
requisites  for  the  performance^of  those  functions.  On  a  former 
occasion  *  we  endeavoured  to  show,  that  the  most  perfect  repre* 
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sentative  legislature  must  be*  that  which  reunited  in  itself  the 
greatest  proportion  of  the  effective  aristocracy  of  the  country,  or 
contained  the  greatest  proportion  of  the  individuals  who  actually 
swayed  the  opinions  of  the  people,  by  means  of  their  birth, 
wealth,  talents,  or  popular  qualities.  In  this  way,  it  was  at* 
tempted  to  be  shown,  that  the  nation  was  ultimately  governed  by 
the  same  individuals  who,  in  their  separate  capacities,  could  have 
directed  the  sentiments  of  a  very  large  majority ;  and  that  this 
was  the  only  way  in  which  the  opinions  and  wisnes  of  die  people 
could  be  practically  represented.  Now,  upon  this  footing  atone, 
as  it  is  evident  that  rank,  fortune,  and  official  situation,  are  a- 
mong  the  most  powerful  of  the  means  by  which  men  are  enabled 
individually  to  influence  the  opinions  and  conduct  of  those  around 
them,  so  it  follow?  that  those  qualifications  should  Ijave  their  due 
share  in  returning  members  of  the  Legislature  j  and  that  the  go- 
vernment could  not  otherwise  be  either  stable  or  respectable.  The 
real  power  of  every  country  is  vested  in  what  we  have  called  its 
effective  aristocracy ;  and  that  country  is  the  happiest,  in  which 
the  aristocracy  is  most  numerous  and  most  diversified  as  to  the 
sources  of  its  influence ;  that  government  the  most  suitable,  se- 
cure and  beneficial,  which  is  exercised  most  directly  by  the  me- 
diation of  this  aristocracy.  In  a  country  where  rank,  wealth  and 
office,  constitute  the  chief  sources  of  influence  over  individuals, 
it  is  proper  that  rank,  wealth  and  office,  should  make  the  greatest 
number  of  its  legislators. 

There  is  another  elementary  view  of  this  subject,  which  may 
serve  still  further  to  clear  our  notions  with  regard  to  it.  The 
great  use  of  a  parliament,  in  a  constitutional  point  of  view,  is 
to  preserve  the  freedom  of  the  people ;  and  it  does  appears  to  us 
that  it  performs  this  function  chiefly  by  the  frequency,  freedom, 
and  publicity  of  its  debates  and  discussions  \  by  means  of  which, 
the  attention  of  the  people  is  called  perpetually  to  their  public 
Tights  and  interests,  their  intelligence  is  sharpened,  and  their 
spirit  exercised  and  excited.  It  is  on  the  spirit  and  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  people  themselves,  that  their  liberties  must  always 
ultimately  depend.  The  only  substantial  and  operative  check  to 
the  usurpations  of  rulers,  is  in  their  apprehension  of  the  resis- 
tance of  the  people,  and  their  conviction  that  they  will  detect 
the  first  movements  towards  oppression,  and  combine  to  repel 
fuid  resent  them.  Now,  if  there  be  a  parliament,  however  cho- 
sen; and  howev£  constituted,  which  contains  z  sufficient  number% 
and  a  sufficient  variety,  of  persons,  to  make  it  certain  that  every  class, 
and  every  party  in  the  country,  will  there  have  an  advocate  and  ex- 
pounder of  its  views  and  sentiments  \  and  if  that  parliament 
meet  often*  and.  have  practically  full  freedom  of  speech,  and  nuke 
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its  discussions  public,  it  does  not  appear  to  us,  that  freedom  can 
■ever  be  extinguished,  or  the  rights  of  the  people  Very  materially 
invaded.  The  arguments  used  by  the  Legislature  will  be  canvass- 
ed and  agitated  in  every  cofcner  of  the  country  ;-^-*fe*r  freedom  of 
Speech  will  secure  freedom  of  speech  and  of  thinking  through- 
out the  whole  comntunity.  The  understandings  of  the  people 
-will  be  habitually  directed  towards  their  political  rights  and  in- 
terests ;  and  a  vigilant  and  jealous  observation  will  be  practised 
.by  a  thousand  eyes,  and  inculcated  by  ten  thousand  tongues, 
whenever  the  proceedings  of  government  give  alarm  to  their 
patrons  and  watchmen  in  the  Legislature.  Other  checks  and 
devices  may  be  of  advantage,  indeed,  to  render  the  controul  and 
pressure  of  this  great  principle  of  popular  resistance  on  the  ma* 
-chine  of  government,  more  equable  and  manageable,  and  to 
make  it  operate  earlier  and  smoother  in  regulating  and  repress- 
ing those  movements  by  which  liberty  might  be  endangered  j— 
'but  the  essence  of  the  problem,  is  to  Secure  to  this  regulator 
'Sufficient  power1  and  efficacy,— to  keep  alive  that  spirit  and  that 
intelligence  in  the  people  on  which  their  resistance  must  be  found- 
ed \ — and  a  parliament,  possessing  the  qualifications  which  we 
•have  just  specified,  seems,  of  itself,  quite  fedeauate  to  this  effect* 
Now,  without  pretending  to  justify  the  irregularities  which 
Certainly  subsist  in  our  system  of  representation,  and  without 
arguing  on  the  probable  effects  of  these  irregularities,  we  would 
merely  ask  Whether  it  can  be  denied,  in  point  of  fact,  that  our 
parliament,  as  it  is  now  constituted,  does  actually  possess  the 
requisites  wHch  we  have  just  specified,  and  does  actually  per- 
form the  functions  on  which  its  substantial  value  depends  ?  In 
spite  of  placemen  and  pensioners,  and  purchasers  of  boroughs, 
and  nominees  of  Lords,  the  House  of  Commons  unquestionably 
contains  a  sufficient  number  and  variety  bf  persons  to  represent 
all  the  different  opinions,  and  maintain  all  the  different  views  a( 
'policy,  which  exist  in  the  country  at  large*  There  is  no  senti- 
ment so  democrattcal — no  accusation  so  uncourtly— no  interest 
6o  local)  but  it  finds  there  a  voice  to  support  and  assist  it*  Hen- 
discussions  are  sufficiently  free  and  frequent  $  they  are  made  suf- 
ficiently public  i  and  excite  a  sufficient  shaTc  of  general  attention 
■and  interest.  While  this  is  the  case,  we  are  in  no  danger  of 
losing  our  liberties.  We  should  be  sorry  tb  think  that  they  de- 
pended op  the  good  behaviour  of  that  house,  or  of  any  other  as- 
sembly. They  .depend  on  the  spirit  and  Intelligence  of  the  body 
Of*  the  people;  and  Parliament  disdiar^es  its  main  function*, 
Jurhenit  contributes,  by  the  freedom  and  authority  and  publicity 
of  its  discussions,  to  excite  this  spirit,  and  to  exercise  that  in- 
telligence. ..*...  • 
•    vol*  X*  no.  20,                         D  d  S* 
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So  far,  therefore,  from  thinking  - 
teration  would  be  falutary,  which  * 
ing  the  Houfe  of  Commons  as  dull 
of  putting  an  end  to  lortg  fpeeches  a 
opinion  that  the  chief  benefit  of  th- 
fuch  a  reformation  could  be  effec 
doubt  be  made,  which  would  make 
Confident  and  theoretically  perfcft  ; 
ating  that  more  fabftantial  advanta 
fuch  a  reformation.      But  thefe  adva 
vinced,  would  be  extremely  inconfid* 
which  we  at  prefent  enjoy ;  and  cer 
purchafing  at  the  price  of  any  £reat  t 
general  fystem.    The  troth  is,  that  I 
tually  employed,  an  afiemUy  is  obtaL 
great  corotitutional  ftm&ions  which  c 
ment ;— which  has  in  it  as  much  refp 
enfure  its  authority— as  much  variety 
fecore  a  full  difcu&on  upon  every  pc 
as  much  freedom  and  publicity  m  its 
and  example  to  free  difcuffion  throuf 
mit  of  qtieftion,  whether  an  afierabl 
perform  this  important  fundion,  co1 
form  of  eleftien.    To  give  every  r 
make  but  little  difference.     The  mu 
natural  leaders ;  and  would  aft  end 
for  the  mod  part,  now  aft  for  the 
fuffirage  has  not  ennobled  l6e  leg 
there  is  among  them  infinitely  lefs 
bias  their  votes,  than  there  muft  al 
England  -,  nor  do  we  think  that  it  v 
the  coropofition  of  our  Parliament 
There  are  fome  fubordinate  advan 
making  them  the  eleftors  of  their 
well  pleafed  therefore  to  fee  that 
fo  little  to  the  efience  of  our  coni 
not  help  thinking  that  our  parlian 
luaWe  as  they  ever  were,  akhoug 
perfons  chofen  by  lot,  or  by  rot< 
certain  fortune  and  education  in 

With  thefe  general  impreflio 
that  we  cannot  confidently  affent 
fentations  of  the  vaft  advantages 
reform*  or  to  his  concjufions  as  : 
ftitution  under  its  aftual  admini* 
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importsnee,  however,  we  do  not  wifh  to  reft  on  fuch  general  im- 
qmffions  $  and  as  we  are  of  opinion  that  a  good  deal  of  rnlfcon- 
sorption  exifts  as- to  the: true  nature  and  operation  of  this  famous 
•conftimtipn,  we  (hall  avail  ourfelves  of  this  opportunity  to  make 
,a  few  obfarvations  with,  regard  to  it. 

Every  community  may  be  considered,  .with  relation  to  its  poll* 
itfaal  rights  and  interests,  as  divided  into  three  great  natural  classes 
*r  orders  i—jtrjt,  those. who. are  actually  in  possession  or  admini* 
atration  of  the  government,  including  the  (Sovereign,  and  all 
**ubordiriate<lunctionaries.or  office+bearers$-wa9>u%,  those  who, 
.without  office  or  exertion  of  their  awn,  ace  born  to  the  inherit 
jance  of  a  certain  'property,  and  accompanying  rank  and  infiu* 
jence ;— and,  lasHgf  the  freat  body  of  the  people,  and  especially 
.  .those  among  them  who,  Ixy  talent,  industry,  on  popular  qualities, 
ore  aiming  at  the  acquisition  of  office  or .  influence.  Thcsp  ale 
#he  three  natural  partitions  of  all  societies  which  have  existed  in 
a  separate  form  for  any  considerable  length  of  time.  They  ax* 
inaturally  in  a  arate  of  political  rivalry  \  and  the  character  ot  the 
government  will  depend  upon  the  preponderance  which  is  assume 
aid  by  amy  rf  them. 

In  almost  all  the  modem  European  .governments,  this  rivalry 
-tennmated  in  a  sort  of.  Compromise  \  and  a  constitution  was  a<£* 
jopted,  which  allotted  to  each  of  these  three  orders  a  certain  fixed 
-ahate  of  political  power  and  authority*  in  England,  k  is  well 
Jinown,  it  led  to  the  balanced  government  of  King*  Lords  and 
.Commons*-**  balance  which  has  changed  its  original  mode  of 
-operation,  but  which  still  subsists  in  effect,  and  maintains  the 
freedom  and  permanence  of  our  constitution  by  .its.  subsistence. 
It  is  so  the  nature  of  die  change  which  has  taken  place  in  its 
mode  of  operation,  that  our  attention  .should  now  be  particularly 
.dbrccted* 

At  first;  these  three  orders  had  sqparaU  functions  and  privU 
-leges,  which  -they  exercised  separately  and. successively,— fn> 
quently  with  .very  little  concert,~aml  sometiuhes  with  considerable 
hostility.  While' the  royal  establishment  was  supported  by  the 
•royal  demesnes  and  the  exercise  of  the  prerogative  $  while  war 
'was  carried  on  by  the  military  service  of  the  King's  tenants  w 
capitis  and  1  the  business  of  legislation  for  the  whole  kingdom  did 
not  occupy  three  or  four  weeks  in  the  year,  this  absolute  parti* 
tion  of  the  business  and  privileges  of  the  three  orders,  was  in 
some  measure  practicable  j  and  the  constitution  was  in  reality 
•very  near  what.it  has  ever  eince  been  represented  in  theory.  In 
^process  of  time,  however,  when  the  business  of  government  be- 
£«»e  more  complicated  and  operose,  the  greatest  inconvenience 
must  haae  been  experienced  from. this  outre  sapnatien  of .thff 
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three  estates'  of  which  it  was  composed*;  and  some  expedients 
most  have  been  devised  for  giving  them  a  greater  sympathy  and 
mutual  contact  in  their  proceedings.  It  never  could  have  been 
but  most  injurious  to  the  state  and  the  country  at  huge,  that  the 
House  of  Lords,  for  example,  should  throw  out,  by  a  great  majority,, 
an  important  bill,  which  the  House  of  Commons  had  passed  by  a 
mat  majority,— or  that  the  King  should  reject,  with  indignation** 
Jaw  which  had  received  the  decided  approbation  of  bom  Houses 
-of  Parliament.  It  would  appear  moat  desireabie,  therefore,  that 
theee  vindictive  and  curative  checks,  which  could  never  operate 
-without  giving  a  certain  shock  to  the  whole  machine,  and  impairing, 
•for  the  time,  its  strength  and  apparent  security,  should  be  converted 
into  preventive  checks;  that  might  produce  the  same  effects,  without 
.any  commotion  or  disturbance.  It  would  naturally  come  to  pass, 
therefore,  that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  apply  the  whole  of 
'that  "resistance  which  any  legislative  measure  was  likely  to  meet 
fwith,  in  the  first  instance,  if  possible,  to  avoid  the  shock,  by 
anticipating  its  operation  j  and  to  bring  all  the  farces  to  bear  ana 
-evert  proposition  from  the  beginning,  to  the^operationof  which  it 
would  otherwise  be  exposed  in  succession.  Tims,  if  a  measure  to 
"which  the  Lords  were  adverse  was  proposed  in  the  Commons,  k 
would  be  desireabie  that  the  reasons  ami  the  influence  which  pro- 
duced their  hostility  should  be  directed  against  it  in  that  Howe* 
and  if  a  measure,  from  which  the  Sovereign. waa  resolved  to  wit)* 
hold  his  acquiescence  was  proposed  hreither  House,  it  would,  in  like 
manner,  be  desireabie  that  tins  repugnance  should  be  disclosed  hi 
the  course  of  their  deliberations,  and  matters  prevented,  if  pos- 
sible, from  coming  to  extremities  by  ^  the  interposition  of  the 
royal  vet$  on  a  measure  zealously  patronized  by  the  Parliament. 
It  must  have  been  felt,  therefore,  as  infinitely  desirable,  and 
necessary  indeed  for  the  tranquillity  of  the  country,  that  some 
-means  should  be  devised  for  bringing  the  parties  together  befoie 
-thing*  had  got  this  length,  and  of  employing  the  ditierent  ten- 
dencies of  the  royal,  aristocratical  and  popular  influences,  rather 
to  modify  the  measures  of  government  in  their  concoction,  than 
to  counteract  and  oppose  each  other  afterwards,  by  each  succes- 
sively undoing  what  had  been  completed  by  its  associates.  Bit 
the  necessity  of  such  a  congress  would  scarcely  be  felt,  before  it 
would  become  evident  that  it  must  take  place  in  tbeHouse  of  Com- 
mon^. The  popular  influence  could  not  poaaibly  obtain  a  place 
in  either  of  the  other  branches  of  the  government ;  while  it  must 
at  all  times  have  been  difficult  to -prevent  their  influence  from  af- 
fecting the  elections  of  the  Common?.  Whenever  aa  induce 
orient  was  held  out,  therefore,  for  them  to  extend  that  iribrr^ 
tuftd  for-the  country  at  large  to  connive  at  it,  there  is  no  .doubt 
4-1  J  »  m  d  that 
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that  it  would  be  silently  exerted  to  the  effect  of  placing  in  that 
House  a  multitude  of  members, devoted  to  the  support  of  the 
public  functionaries  for  the  time,  and  of  the  views  and  interests 
mi  most  of  the  great  families  in  the  kingdom. 

This,  we  Conceive,  to  be  the  present  state  of  the  government ; 
and  die  result  is,  that  the  balance  of  the  constitution  now  exists, 
in  a  g^reat  degree,  in  tie  House  of  Commons;  and  that  that  assem- 
bly possesses  nearly  the  whole  legislative  authority. 

That  such  a  balance  does  exist  in  the  House  of  Commons* 
teems  undeniable  upon  the  slightest  consideration  of  its  compo- 
sition. It  contains,  besides  the  immediate  and  most  essential 
ministers  of  the  Crown,  a  considerable  number  of  persons  who 
kave  notoriously  obtained  their  seats  through  that  influence.  It 
contains,1  also,  a  very  considerable  number  of  persons  who  have 
teen  elected  through  the  influence  of  certain  Peers  or  great  fa* 
•lilies  ;  and,  finally,  it  contains  a  large  proportion  of  members 
returned  without  any  such  influence,— or  in  opposition  to  it, — in 
consequence  of  thetr  reputation  or  popularity  with  the  majority 
cf  their  electors.  There  are  here  then,  indisputably,  all  the  ele- 
ments of  that  famous  constitutional  balance,  of  King,  Lords  and 
Commons,  by  which  it  is  admitted  that  the  freedom  and  stability  of 
•our  government  are  maintained  9  and  there  stems  to  be  no  reason 
far  supposing,  that  they  should  rjot  act  at  least  as  heneficially  when 
Aroueht  together,  and  fairly  confronted  in  this  manner,  as  when 
merely  overawing  and  frowning  ateateh  other  from  their  separate  or- 
Aits.  It  is  impossible  to  deny,  that,  according  to  the  present  consti- 
tution of  the  House  of  Commons,  the  Crown,  the  Executive  go- 
vernment, or  the  Ministry,  ha$  a  great  influence  in  its  deliberar 
-tiont  5  and  that  this  influence  is  secured  by  some  sort  of  inter- 
ference, more  or  less  direct,  in  a  variety  of  elections.  It  is  equal- 
dyundeniable,  that  most  of  the  great  families  in  the  kingdom  have 
'a  similar  influence,  obtained  by  a  similar  interference.  These 
things,  indeed,  are  not  officially  avowed  5  because  they  form  part 
trf  a  tacit  compact  to  which  none  of  the  parties  are  formally 
•'bound)  but  they  are  perfectly  notorious  notwithstanding;  and 
the  actual  administration  of  our  government  certainly  cannot  be 
4efended,  unless  they  are  both  admitted  and  justified.  Even  Mr 
Cobbett  would  be  entitled  to  laugh  at  the  bullying  and  cowardly 
evasion  of  an  angry  denial. 

The  advantages  of  this  arrangement  are,  as  we  have  already 

intimated, — that  the  collision  and  shock  of  the  three  rival  prin- 

csples,  is  either  prevented  or  prodigiously  softened  by  this  early 

*  mixture  .of  their  elements, — that  by  converting  those  sudden  and 

'Successive  checks  into  one  regulating  and  graduated  pressure, 

their  operation,  becomes  infinitely  more  smooth  and  rnanageab)?, 
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and  no  longer  proceeds  by  jerks  and  bounds  that  might  emiii^E 
the  safety  of  the  machine, — while  its  movements,  instead  of  benig 
fractured  and  impeded  by  the  irregular  impulses  of  opposite 
forces,  slide  quietly  to  the  marie,  in  the  diagonal  produced  by 
their  original  combination. 

We  hare  stated  already,  that  the  prospect  of  tl.ese  advantages 
probably  operated  in  part  to  produce  the  arrangement  which  en* 
cured  them  j  but  it  was  dictated,  no  doubt,  by  more  urgent  con* 
tideratfons,  and  indeed,  as  we  think,  by  a  neccesstty  which  could 
not  be  resisted*  The  great  object  to  oe  accomplished,  was  not 
so  much  to  save  the  House  of  Commons  from  the  mortification 
of  having  their  bills  stopped  by  the  Lords,  or  rejected  by  die 
Sovereign,  as  to  protect  these  two  estates  from  the  haaard  to 
-which  they  might  be  exposed  from  the  direct  egertise  of  this 
privilege.    By  die  vast  and.  rapid  increase  of  wealth  and  infeBw 

Since  in  the  country  at  large,  the  consideration  and  relative  aa» 
ority  of  that  brancn  of  the  government  which  stands  mpst  in  cotw 
nexxon  with  it,  was  suddenly  and  prodigiously  enlarged-  The  very 
circumstance  of  its  being  open  to  talent  and  ambition,  ensured  a 
greater  proportion  of  ability  and  exertion  in  its  mejnberst  and  their 
numbers  and  the  popularity  of  their  name  and  character,  al|  contri* 
buted  to  give  their  determinations  a  degree  of  weight  and  author* 
ty,  against  which  it  would  no  longer  have  been  sue  for  any  other 
power  to  have  risjeed  an  opposition*  No  ministry,  for  a  hifndred 
years  back,  has  had  courage  to  interpose  the  royal  negative  to  aw 
pleasure  which  has  passed  through  the  Houses  of  Parliament; 
<ven  by  narrow  majorities ;  and  there  is  no  thinking  man,  wfcft 
can  contemplate,  without  dismay*  the  probable  consequences  of 
such  a  resistance,  where  the  House  of  Commons  had  beeneeaW 
ous  and  nearly  unanimous.  It  is  needless  to  say,  that  the  Hovse 
of  Lords  would  oppose  a  still  feebler  barrier  to  such  a  measure 
of  popular  legislation,  In  order  to  exercise  their  constitutions! 
functions  with  safety,  therefore,  it  became  necessary  for  the  Cog 
and  the  great  families  tp  exercise  them  in  the  Lower  Hoose^-not 
against  the  united  Commons  of  England,  but  aftmtg  jhejn  j  and 
not  in  their  own  character,  and  directly  ,—-but  covertly,  and  mtng* 
led  with  those  whom  it  was  substantially  their  interest  and  thek 
duty  to  controuK 

It  is  thus,  as  it  appears  to  us,  that  the  balance  which  was  in 
danger  of  being  lost  through  the  increasing  power  and  influence 
of  the  Lower  House,  has  been  saved  by  being  transferred  into 
that  assembly ;  and  that  all  that  was  essentially  valuable  in  the 
constitution,  has  been  secured  by  a  silerrf  but  very  important 
change  in  its  mode  of  operation.  This  change  we  take  to  be, 
jfaat.  the  influence  of  the  Crown,  and  of  the  okl  aristocracy,  is 
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now  exerted  in  that  House  by  means  of  members  sent  there  to 
support  that  influence  j  and  that,  in  that  House,  as  the  great  de- 
pository of  the  political  power  of  the  nation,  and  the  virtual  re- 
presentative of  the  whole  three  estates,  the  chief  virtue  and  force 
of  the  government  is  now  habitually  resident. 

This  last  conclusion,  we  are  persuaded,  will  not  appear  either 
rash  or  hazardous  to  those  who  consider  the  exclusive  power 
which  is  now  almost  formally  yielded  to  the  House  of  Commons,; 
with  regard  to  the  supplies ;  and  the  admitted  impossibility  of  go- 
ing on  in  the  administration  of  the  government,  without  the  sup- 
port of  a  decided  and  permanent  majority  of  its  members.  *  Nor 
4oes  it  follow,  by  any  means,  that  the  other  branches  of  the  Le- 
gislature, though  precluded,  in  a  great  measure,  from  the  direct 
and  avowed  exercise  of  their  constitutional  privileges,  are  alto-' 
gether  useless  in  their  separate  capacities.  By  their  formal  sub- 
sistence and  cooperation9  they  serve  to  remind  the  Commons  of 
the  rights  under  which  they  interfere  in  their  deliberations,  and' 
give  greater  weight  and  authority  to  that  interference-  They  are 
there  in  reserve,  too,  in  case  of  any  sudden  or  violent  attack  up- 
on their  new  mode  of  operation.  This,  at  least,  seems  the  chief 
ues  of  the  King's  negative  in  the  present  state  of  the  constitution. 
The  House  of  Lords  has  a  separate  and  higher  utility  as  a  second 
and  more  dignified  senate,  by  whose  deliberations,  all  matters  of 
importance  may  be  expected  to  be  matured  and  purged  still  more 
completely  from  any  dregs  of  passion  and  popular  prejudice 
which  may  have  adhered  to  them  after  passing  tnroughthe  Lower 
House,  it  gives  time  for  enthusiasm  to  subside,  and  another 
'chance  for  argument  to  be  effectual.  There  are  very  strong  rea- 
sons, in  short,  for  preserving  the  separate  and  official  functions  of 
the  King  and  the  House  of  Lords,  as  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, independent  of  the  alarm  and  suspicion  which  would  be  rea- 
sonably excited  by  any  proposal  for  suppressing  them.  We  are 
clearly  convinced,  that  their  constitutional  functions  have  long 
been  exercised  with  benefit  and  effect  in  the  House  of  Commons 
tilone  \  but  it  would  indicate  a  very  dangerous  passion  for  innova- 
.tion,  to  propose  that  they  should  be  restrained  from  their  exercise 
in  any  other  place. 

If  there  be  any  truth  or  soundness  in  the  principles  of  which 
we  have  ventured  to  delineate  this  hasty  and  imperfect  sketch,  the 
reader  will  be  at  no  loss  to  discover  the  grounds  of  our  objection 

Dd  4  to 

'  *  See  Hume's  Eflay  on  the  Independency  of  Parliament ;  the  very 
bafia  of  which  is,  that  the  Houf<*  of  Commons  abfolutely  commands  all 
the  other  parts  of  the  government,  and  may,  when  it  pleafea,  fwallow 
up  the  reft,  and  engrofs  the  whole  power  of  the  conftitution. 
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to  Mr  Cbbbatt's  fundamental  measure  of  reform,  and  the  i 
for  which  we  must  resist  any  attempt  to  remove  all  placemen  or 
other  dependants  of  the  Executive  from  Parliament,  or  to  ex~ 
elude  altogether  the  interference  of  great  families  in  electrons. 
We  think)  a  certain  infusion  of  these  elements  in  that  assembly- 
essential  to  the  existence  of  our  mixed  government ;  and  should 
consider  the  accomplishment  of  such  a  reform  as  Mr  Cobbett  con- 
tends for,  as  the  signal  for  its  instant  destruction* 
-  With  regard  to  the  interference  of  peers  in  elections,  it  is  evi- 
dently impossible  to  prevent  it  by  any  statutory  or  authoritative  re- 
gulation i  and  as,  in  fact,  it  is  not  very  different  from  the  inter- 
ference of  wealthy  commoners,  it  is  needless  to  say  any  thing 
more  on  the  subject.  With  regard  to  placemen,  however,  we  may 
be  indulged  with  a  few  words  more.  Although  excluded  from  Par- 
liament) this  suspicious  order  of  persons  would  still  exist  j  and,  as 
they  would  still  possess  the  highest  rank,  dignity  and  emolument 
in  the  nation,  their  situation  would  still  be  the  great  object  both  of 

fenerous  and  of  sordid  ambition.  To  say  that  Parliament  would 
ave  no  coneern  with  them,  and  that  the  King  might  change  or 
appoint  them,  without  producing  any  sensation  in  the  Legislature, 
is  mere  raving  or  drivelling,  and  is  scarcely  entitled  to  an  answer. 
Parliament,  from  a  sense  of  duty,  would  be  bound  to  take  a  con- 
cern in  all  such  nominations  ;  and  would  be  still  more  sure  to  take 
such  a  concern,  from  motives  of  interest,  party,  or  attachment. 
It  would  be  bound  upon  some  occasions,  and  entitled  upon  all, 
fo  vote  thanks  to  the  retiring  ministers,  and  to  declare  that  they 
were  enemies  to  the  country  who  hail  advised  his  Majesty  to 
displace  them  ;  -nay,  they  might  petition  against  any  one  appoint- 
ment, and  might  withhold  the  supplies  til)  their  petition  was 
granted.  They  would  have  the  means  of  interfering,  therefore,  in 
every  such  appointment,  and  in  every  act  of  the  government,  just  as 
effectually  as  ajt  present ;  and  it  cannot  require  many  words  to  show,, 
that  they  would  have  exactly  the  same  inducements.  Though  place- 
men could  not  be  members  of  Parliament  on  this  new  system,  mem- 
bers of  Parliament,  it  is  presumed,  might  be  still  transmuted  into 
placemen;  and  if  Parliament  had  the  same  power  to  embarrass  and 
controul  the  Executive  as  now,  it  is  easy  to  see  that  there  would  be 
just  the  same  scramble  and  competition  for  such  appointments 
among  the  members  of  Parliament,  which  exists  at  the  present  mo- . 
ment.  The  only  difference  would  be,  that  the  scramble  would  be 
conducted  in  a  good  degree  by  underlings  and  deputies,  whom  each 
set  of  ministers  would  leave  successively  to  fight  their  battles, 
when  they  themselves  took  flight  to  the  higher  regions  of  office. 
Ambitious  men  would  then  fight  for  their  places  by  hirelings  pf  an 
inferipr  description  j  and  the  ambition  which  now  brings  the  lof- 
tiest 
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tieat  talents  of  the  country  intd  open  competition  in  that  public 
assembly,  would  confine  them,  in  a  good  degree,  to  the  mote  daiw 
gerous  and  uncontroulable  intrigues  of  the  Cabinet,  and  leave 
the  Legislature  to  a  secondary  and  more  ignoble  breed  of  comba- 
tants, who  would  struggle  for  their  respective  chieftains  in  that 
degraded  arena.  It  is  needless,  after  this,  to  enlarge  upon  the. 
absurdity  of  denying  a  place  in  .the  great  legislative  assembly  to 
the  official  advisers  of  the  Sovereign,— or  upon  any  of  the  other  in- 
conveniences which  would  evidently  result  from  such  an  arrange- 
ment. Mr  Cobbett  and  his  associates  only  call  for  .the  exclusion 
of  placemen  from  Parliament,  as  the  means  of  preventing  its 
members  from  scrambling  for  office  or  emolument;  but  it  is 
evident,  that  such  an  exclusion  would  have  no  tendency  to  .pro-' 
duce  this  effect.  It  would  degrade  the  Legislature,  without  pu- 
rifying it  in  the  smallest  degree.  It  is  needless,  therefore,  to 
enlarge  on  the  dangers  of  the  remedy  ;  for  no  one,  surely,  will 
insist  upon  taking  it,  if  it  be  proved  to  be  quite  inefficacious. 

But,  though  we  think  the  actual  balance  of  the  constitution, 
requires  the  exercise  of  rdyal  and  aristocratical  influence  in  the 
House  of  Commons,  we  do  by  no  means  intend  to  assert,  tha^ 
there  may  not  be  too  much  of  that  influence.  Though  we  wish, 
always  to  see  placemen,  and  expectant  placemen,  as  well  as  the 
members  and  clients  of  noble  families,  in  that  House,  we  are 
perfectly  aware,  that  there  may  be  too  many  of  that  description. 
We  wish  to  see  them  there  to  preserve  the  balance  of  the  consti- 
tution,— but  it  may  be  destroyed  by  their  excess,  as  well  as  by, 
their  exclusion  ;  and  we  have  no  objection  to  concede  to  Mr  Cob-; 
bett,  or  to  any  one  else,  that  there  is  at  present  great  reason  for 
apprehension,  and  for  caution  as  to  this  particular. 

We  are  not  much  afraid  of  the  influence  of  noble  families.  It 
is  not,  in  general,  a  debasing  or  ungenerous  influence  5  and,  in 
this  country,  there  is  so  little  of  the  oppressive,  tyrannical  spirit 
of  some  aristocracies,  that  we  have  really  no  apprehension  at  all 
from  the  prevalence  of  such  a  temper  in  our  Government.  An 
English  peer  has  scarcely  any  other  influence  than  an  English 
gentleman  of  equal  fortune ;  and  scarcely  any  other  interest  to 
maintain  it.  The  whole  landed  interest,  including  the  Peerage* 
is  scarcely  a  match  for  the  monied  interest,  either  in  Parliament 
or  in  society ;  and,  as  it  is  the  basis  of  a  more  steady  and  perma- 
nent, as  well  as  a  more  liberal  and  exalted  dependency,  we  wish 
rather  to  see  peers  concerned  in  elections,  than  stockjobbers  or  na- 
bobs. The  evil  and  the  danger  is  from  the  multitude  of  places 
and  of  placemen ;  not  so  much  from  their  having  places  in  Par-t 
liament,  as  from  their  actual  existence,  and  the  enormous  amount 
of  the  patronage  which  is  necessarily  vested  in  some .  of  -  those 
functionaries,  oyer  which  Parliament  has  an  unlimited  controuL  , 
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We  do  not  speak  of  sinecure  places  or  of  pensions ;— these  »* 
mere  trifles  The  mo«t  rigorous  and  unsparing  reformer  probably- 
would  not  state  the  turn  total  at  a  million  annually*  It  is  meie 
faction  to  say,  that  either  this,  or  the  sums  lost  ny  peculation* 
can  make  any  sensible  addition  to  die  burdens  of  a  nation  which 
raises  nearly  fifty  millions  in  the  year, — or  that  the/eor  would> 
be  at  all  relieved  by  a  retrenchment  to  that  extent.  Even  as  a 
source  of  influence,  it  is  a  great  deal  too  inconsiderable  to  de- 
serve any  distinguished  notice  in  the  general  estimate  of  the  pa- 
tronage now  vested  in  administration.  We  suppose  We  calculate 
jfcoderately,  when'  we  say;  that  the  King  and  his  ministers  have 
now  the  disposal  of  offices  to  the  value  of  tweiv*  tmUmu  yearly* 
The  expense  of  collecting  the  taxes  was  calculated,  ten  years  ago, 
at  six  millions.  We  do  not  know  how  to  estimate  the  value  of 
all  the  appointments  in  the  navy*  the  army,  the  church,  the  co~ 
Ibnies  and  judiciary  establishments \  but  it  appears  to  us,  that* 
they  must  be  much  underrated,  if  they  are  only  averaged  at  aa 
equal  sum. 

This  is  enormous ;  and  it  is  the  {hut  of  our  enormous  debt*— 
fcf  our  great  wealth  and  ambition,-— and,  generally  speaking,  of 
the  spirit  or  die  circumstances  which  have  led  us  to  play  so 
much  greater  and  more  important  a  part  in  the  great  drama  *f 
Europe,  than  our  population  and  natural  dimensions  seemed  to 
entitle  us  to  play.  The  consequence  has  been,  that  all  our  estab- 
lishments are  upon  a  scale  infinitely  more  extensive  than  was 
ever  exemplified  before  among  such  a  number  of  people*  We 
Jiave'  a  navy  suitable  to  a  population  of  fifty  millions  \  and  a 
dc&t,  revenue,  and  colonial  establishment,  greater  than  would  be* 
long  elsewhere  to  an  hundred  millions.  The  result  is,  that  almost 
every  third  man  is  in  possession  or  expectancy  of  some  public  office; 
and  that  there  is  scarcely  an  individual,  above  the  rank  of  a  com-* 
mon  labourer,  who  does  not  look  forward  to  some  such  appoint- 
ment, as  a  part  of  his  means  of  subsistence,  or  of  elevation  in  so» 
tfety. 

The  constitutional  evils,  and  the  dangers  to  liberty  resulting 
from  this  condition  of  things,  we  admit  to  be  very  formidable :  but 
we  do  not  see  how  they  can  be  remedied  by  any  statutes  or  formal 
Regulations.  The  offices  are  for  the  most  part  necessary;  and  the 
/Salaries  annexed  to  diem  no  greater  than  is  reasonable.  The  of- 
fices, therefore,  must  .exist,  and  the  right  of  nominating  to  them 
must  be  vested  somewhere.  It  can  be  vested  nowhere,  however* 
where  it  will  not  be  influenced  by  Parliament ;— and  if  Parlia- 
ment, which  means  the  majority  of  the  House  of  Commons,  can 
influence  the  nomination,  it  is  evident  that  the  members  wiU 
often  be  tempted  to  influence  it  in  their  own  favour,  or  in  favour 
of  {heir  immediate  connexions.    Many  will  side  with  the  majority, 
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k  orckr  ta  <*taiti  flris  irfoetice  m  thehr  own  Twfceff ;  and  the 
saojocfcy  wiUondanvour  to  maintain  itself  in  force,  by  holding 
octthe*proepecfcof  this  influence  to  those  whom  it  wishes  m 
SfPiff  owr  or  to  leum. 

That  this  influence  of  the  Executive  is  too  fttonK  both  in  pa** 
lament  and  otit  of  it,  we  moft  readily  and  ctodialfy  admin    It  is 

Sjteat*  evil  Which  infefts  own  cbttftttutkm*  and  the  higheft 
e  and  the  utmoft  indulgence  ts  due  to  every  attempt  to  pal- 
or  remove  it.  It  is  evidtnt,  however,  that  to  exclude  place- 
men from  parliament  would  not  have  this  effe£L  As  long  as  parw 
Kameurhad  any  influence  in  the  dtfpofal  of  pbces,  the  evil  would 
remain  unabated.  The  individuals  who  obtained  them  would  not 
indeed  fir  *ny  Uftger  in  that  afiembiy  \  but-  they  would  fit  there 
MU  they  got  them  ;  and  their  room  would  be  filled  by  others  who 
cause  to  cabal  for  appointments  for  themfelves,  or  their  friends  o* 
employers  On  the  other*  handy  it  feems  evidently  impoffible  to 
veft  this  enormous  patronage  in  any  hands  not  under  the  coatroui 
of  Parliament,  without  creating  an  abfolute  and  uncontrolled 
power  in  that  quarter,  before  which  the  ancient  bulwarks  of  the 
conftitution  would  fpeedily  difappear.  To  us  it  appears,  indeed, 
that  there  is  no  radical  rtmedy  for  this  growing  evil,  but  in  a  re* 
de&ionof  our  debt  and  our  eftabBfhmentti-Hi  consideration  which 
concurs  with  fo  many  others  to  recommend  a  pacific  fyftetn  a* 
our  wMtft  and  moft  habitual  policy.  While  fuch  a  redu&ion  isr 
unattainable,  and  until  it  be  obtained,  the  only  palliative  for  the 
.dtftemper  Teems  to  coofift  in  the  improving  intelligence,  vigilance* 
and  individual  independence  of  the  people  at  large.  All  govern- 
ment ftanda  mainly  on  opinion  at  the  laft  i  and  a  firirited,  intelli- 
gent, and  refotute  people,  can  never  be  enflaeed,  to  whatever 
temptations  of  fordid  intereft  a  part  of  their  legifiators  may  be  e*» 
pofed,  or  may; yield.  We  do  not  think  that  there  has  been,  as  yet, 
any  great  encroachment  on  the  rights  of  the  people,  or  any  great 
decline  in  the  fpmt  by  which  they  moft  be  guarded.  But  it  is 
undeniable  that  the  legifiature  has  recently  exhibited  fome  ftrange 
and  alarming  appearances ;  and  given  a  pang  to  thofe  who  were 
difpofcd  to  venerate  and  confi  1*  in  it,  not  lefs  fenfible  than  the 
triumph  which  it  has  afforded  to  thofe  who  have  been  accuftom- 
ed  to  treat  it  with  contempt,  and  to  predift  and  pray  for  its  de- 
molition. 

We  have  but  a  word  or  two  to  fay  on  the  febjeft  of  venal  bo* 
roughs,  and  we  ihall  take  our  leave  of  Mr  Cobbett,  and  relieve 
our  readers  from  this  unreafonable  demand  on  their  attention. 
We  have  already  faid,  that  a  man  who  takes  a  bribe  is  defpicable^ 
and  that  the  man  who  offers  it  is  in  fome  meafure  diihonourecL 
We  leave  the  individuals,  therefore,  who  are  concerned  in  this 
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traffic,  to  the  indignation  of  Mr  Cohbett,  without  anyqualifica-'  j 

tion.    But  we  arc  by  no  means  certain  that  its  confeqnenods  axe  | 

fa  extremely  injurious  to  the  conftmukra  as  he  appears  u>  kna* 
gine.  A  venal  borough  is  a  borough  which  Government  Jut  not 
bought ;  and  which  may  therefore  be  bought  by  Mr  Cobbett,  or 
any  other  independent  man.  ^  When  a  feat  in  Parliament  is  zdf 
yertized  for  fide,  a  pretty  fair  competition,  we  think,  is  opened 
to  politicians  of  all  description*  The  independent  and  well  afr 
fe&ed  part  of  the  nation  is  far  richer  than  the  government,  at  die. 
peerage;  and  if  all  feats  in  parliament  could  be  honeftly  and  openly 
fold  for  ready  money,  we  have  no  fort  of  doubt  that  a  very  great!  { 

majority  would-  be  purchafed  by  perfdns  unconnected  with  the 
Treafury,  or  the  Homfe  of  Lords.  Wealth  is  one  of  the  dtm\ 
craticai  elements  in  this  trading  and  opulent  country ;  and  an  ar- 
rangement which  gave  it  more  immediate  political  efficacy*  pco» 
bably  would  not  be  at  all  unfavourable  tp  that  part  of  our  confti* 
tution.  .v 

.  The  great  objection,  on  the  other  hand,  is,  that  no  honourable  l 

man  will  purchase  a  seat,  and  that  those  who  do  pay  money 
for  one,  may  be  presumed  to  intend  to  make  money  by  it,  and 
to  sell  themselves  the  first  good  opportunity,  The  first  observa-r 
tion  sounds  plausible  \  and  yet  every  body  knows  it  net  to  be  I 

true.    There  certainly  are  many  men  whose  private  hoaoor  is  | 

Unimpeachable,  who  sit  for  venal  boroughs.  How  this  is  managed 
we  do  not  exactly  know.    Whether  the  end  is  thought  to  sanctify  i 

the  means,  or  whether  the  frequency  of  the  transaction  has  1**  I 

galized  it  in  the  ideas  of  the  world,  like  the  orchard  thefts  pi  i 

schoolboys,  and  the  plunder  of  Border  chieftains  of  old ;— or  whe- 
ther the  seat  is  bought  for  the  young  patriot,  as  the. living  \\  j 
bought  for  the  young  priest,  while  they  themselves  are  kept  pwe 
from  the  stain  of  bribery  or  simony — we  really  do  not  pretend 
to  understand.  With  regard  tQ  the  other  conclusion,  that  wheal 
the  seat  is  bought,  the  sitter  must  mean  to  be  sold,— it  is  as  cer* 
tainly  at  variance  with  fact,  and  has  a  smaller  share  of  probabi- 
lity. The  most  moderate  contest  will  generally  cost  more  than 
the  dearest  borough  in  the  market  \  and  as,  in  trying  times,  con* 
tests  will  be  very  frequent,  it  must  be  the  most  economical  and 
prudent  way  for  a  patriotic  party  to  provide  for.  as,  many  as  they 
carrby  purchase,  before  they  try  the  more  costly  and  honourable 
road  of  open  competition.  On  the  whole,  however,  we  have  no 
great  affection  for  rotten  boroughs?  but  chiefly*  because  we 
think  that  the  practice  of  purchasing  them  tends  to  abate  the.  love 
of  liberty,  and  the  pride  of  independence  among  the  poppie; 
and  that  it  is  to  their  feelings,  and  not  to  the  composition  of  the 
Legislature,  that  we  must  always  look  for  the  fountain  end  vital 
spring  of  our  freedom. 
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Upon  die  whole,  we  hope  we  have  said  something  to  justify 
•ttir  lore  oF  our  actual  constitution— our  aversion  to  Mr  Cobbetta 
-tchemes  of  reform— and  Mr  indignation  at  his  attempts  to  weak- 
en tfre  respect  and  attachment  of  the  people  to-  form's  and  esta- 
blishments, without  which,  we  are  persuaded,  there  would  be 
Ino*  security  for  their  freedom.    To  some  among  the  higher  claS- 
Jees  of  onr  readers,  an  apology  may  appear  to  be  requisite  for  the 
ttime  and  attention  we  have  bestowed  on  a  writer  of  this  descrip- 
tion*   The  higher  orders  of  society,  however,  we  are  afraid,  are 
-but  little  aware,  other  of  die  great  influence  which  such  a  writ- 
.er  poamses,  or  of  the  extent  to  which  many  of  his  sentiments 
-prerail  among  the  middling  classes  of  the  community*    Inhkcon- 
•tempt  for  the  Legislature,  and  his  despair  of  public  virtue  or  ener- 
*gy,  Mr  Cobbett,  we  believe,  has.  rather  folfowed  than  fashioned 
'the  impressions  of  those  for  whom  his  publications  are  intended. 
'^There  ts  a  very 'general  spirit  of  discontent,  distrust;  and  con- 
.tempt  for  pttbhc  characters,  among  die  more  intelligent  and  re- 
solute portion  of  the  inferior  ranks  of  society.    We  tan  tee,  as 
twell  as  Mr  Cobbett,  die  seeds  of  a  revolution  in  the  presertt  a- 
*spect  and  temper  of  the  nation  ;  and  though  we  look  forward  to 
jl,  we  trust,  with  other  feelings  and  other  dispositions,  we  am 
jk*  the  lees  sensible  ^f  the  hazard  in  which  we  are  placed.    We 
.anticipate  Httle  from  such  an  event,  but  general  degradation  and 
.misery  $  *re  have  stepped  beyond  the  limits  of  our  duty,  to  ex- 
press our  honor  at  the  suggestion ;  and  have  contributed  our 
Jeeble  aid  to  rouse  or  to  undeceive  those  who  may  have  been 
-misled  by  different  anticipations.    At  the  same  time,  we  cannot 
•be  blind  to  die  tendency  of  public  opinion ;  and-  are  afraid  that, 
.in  the  event  of  any  great  emergency  or  disaster,   no  reason- 
ings, and  no  motives  of  prudence,  will  be  sufficient  to  uphold 
4he  established  forms  of  the  constitution,  unless  some  effort  be 
made  on  the  part  of  public  men  to  wipe  off  the  imputation* 
whkh  are  now  thrown  upon  their  characters,— to  show  that,  in  a 
greet  crisis,  they  can  forget  party,  and  prejudice,  and  self-inte- 
4*et,-~and  that  they  have  either  talents  to  form  plans  adequate  to 
die  emergency,  and  resolution  to  carry  them  into  execution,— 
tar  magnanimity  to  retire  from  a  situation,   to  the  duties  of 
-which  they  are  unequal,  and  to  give  place  to  those,  upon  whose 
.firmness  and  prudence  and  talents  the  nation  can  rdy  with  as- 
surance.   We  do  not  think  that  this  would  be  done,  by  making 
Sir  Francis  Bmdett  first  Lord  of  the  Treasury,  and  Mr  Home 
<Tooke  secretary  for  the  Home  Department,    but  much  must  be 
done*— «and  more  desisted  from,— before  they  and  their  advocates 
are  disamed  of  their  most  effectual  means  of  delusion. 
.    *  Ajwrv 
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No  opinion  hat  been  wore  mnivemtty  received  hf  political 
writers,  than  that  Spain  was  once  a  rich,  'populous,  aat 
<ommntial  kingdom ;  and  many  ingenious  and<  plausible  theories 
have  been  proposed,  to  account  for  its  decline.    Hie  oxpabko 
-of  the  Jews  and  Moriscoes ;— »the  discovetyandcpnqnettof  Ame* 
trica;— the  foreign  and  domestic. wars,  in  which  for  ^aore  than 
-two.  centuries  the  Spanish  monarchy'  was  continually  engaged  ;-i- 
-the  religious  bigotry  and  intolerance  of  its  government  ;~-*he  «au- 
ceseive  number  and  pernicious  influence  t)f  rtsdcvgy  v-»4he*ah« 
Ject  and  debasing  superstition  of  its  subjects?    she  oppressive 
-and  ruinous  system  of  taxation  established  in  die  greater  <  part  ef 
-its  provinces ;~-the  monopolies  and  other  teattaintsion  cmmm/twoe, 
*  which  narrow-  views  of  interest  and  mistaken  cakuhtionsiof  jpve« 
-fit  have  dictated  to  its  rulers  $— its  vexatious  and  intermeddfiag, 
'though  weak  and  inefficient,  police,  which  harasses  anditoanuatSt 
-without  protecting  or  defending  the  people ;— and,  laetly,  tfre 
want  of  security  tor  die  liberty  and  property  jof  the  subject^  hm 
^country  where  individuals  are  liable,  to  exile  .and  imprtsoomeat, 
-without  even  the  form  of  a  trial  ;~-*whete  the  course  of  justice, 
always  alow  and  uncertain,  is  sometimes  openly-  infringed  by  m- 
iteTDOsirions  of  royal  authority,  and  still  oftener  secretly  pervert- 
ed by  private  intrigues  and  solicitations  •,— -and  where  the  neces- 
sities of  a  prodigal,  unprincipled  court,  lead  to  arbitrary  exao- 
-tions  and  irregular  means  of  supply,  which  art  happily  unknown 
in  the  rest  of  Europe/  the  dominions  of  Turkey  onlv  excepted:*- 
Such  are  the  causes  to  which  the  decKfte  of  8  pain  I  has  heeaattri- 
•buted :  And  it  must  be  confessed,  that,  in  a  coantry  where  griev- 
ances like  these  exist,  arts  and  civilneation  -cannot  advance,  nor 
-the  -state  keep  pace  with  the  progress  of  other  nations  which 
•possess  a  better  form  of  government,  or  enjoy*  at  ieast,  a  more 
-wise  and  equitable  administration  of  .affairs. 

The  spectacle  of  a  great,  powerful  and  opulent  notion,  reduced 
to  weakness,  poverty  and  contempt,  by  the  vices  of  its  govern- 
-ment,  presents  a  curious  and  instructive,  though*  inelandholy  ob- 
ject of  contemplation.  But,  to  judge  fairly  and  without  exag- 
geration, of  so  lamentable  a  reverse  of  fortune,  wo  must  .not  test 
satisfied  with  ascertaining  the  existence,  but  must  inquire  into 
•the  extent  of  the  calamity.  What  was  the  state  of  Spain,  it  may 
be  asked,  before  the  evils  of  a  bad  government  were  fete  in  the 
•conduct  of  its  affairs  ?    What  evidence  have  we  that  there  has 
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been  any  positive  diminution  of  its  anttent  wealth  or  resources  ? 

What  reason  have  we  for  believing,  that  it  has  actually  declined 

en  population,  or  that  its  inhabitants  were  ever  more  industriousg 

or  more  addicted  to  commerce  than  they  are  at  present  ?    SucK 

a  previous  inquiry  seems  necessary  to  appreciate  justly  the  bad 

•  effects  of  its  government ;  and  yet,  obvious  and  essential  as  it 

appears  to  a  correct  judgment  of  the  case,  it  has  been  hitherto 

entirely  neglected,  or  pursued  in  the  most  superficial  and  careless 

•manner,  by  those  who  have  written  and  speculated  on  Spanish 

affairs. 

National  vanity  and  false  patriotism  have  misled  all  the  Spa- 
nish authors  who  have  turned  their  thoughts  to  this  subject. 
Fully  persuaded  that  their  own  country  was  the  most  fertile,  and 
•the  most  bountifully  supplied  by  nature  of  any  in  Europe,  buf> 
-unable  to  disguise  from  themselves  its  real  backwardness  and  pv» 
'  feriority  to  other  states,  they  sought  for  consolation  in  pompous 
-*ad  exaggerated  descriptions  of  its  ancient  grandeur,  and  gravely 
explained,  conformably  to  the  nrevailing  theory  of  their  day, 
the  causes  of  a  decline*  which  had  no  existence  but  in  their 
•own  imagination.  Sometimes  it  was  the  neglect  of  sheep,  and 
sometimes  the  neglect  of  agriculture,  which  had  ruined  their 
country.    Sometimes  they  complained  of  the  number  of  stran- 

Srs  who  overspread  the  land  like  so  many  locusts,  and  devoured 
•  subsistence  of  its  inhabitants  *  and  sometimes  they  lamented 
the  national  prejudices  against  foreigners,  which  prevented  the 
arts  and  manufactures  of  other  countries  from  being  introduced 
into  Spain.  Sometimes  they  complained  of  the  exportation  of 
wool,  and  the  importation  of  cloth  3  and  sometimes  they  recora* 
mended  duties  on  the  exportation  of  their  own  manufactures, 
that  foreigners  might  not  have  the  fruits  of  their  industry  for 
nothing.  Sometimes  they  urged  their  government  to  expel  its 
own  subjects,  with  every  degree  of  cruelty  and  injustice  j  and 
sometimes  they  succeeded  in  persuading  it  to  import  foreigners, 
with  ostentatious  pretences  of  benevolence  and  hospitality.    At  one 

•moment  they  declaimed  against  luxury,  and  obtained  the  enactment 

•of  sumptuary  laws ;  and  next  moment  they  recommended  boun- 
ties to  foreign  artists,  and  preached  up  the  advantage  .of  fixing 

.and  establishing  the  arts  of  luxury  in  Spain.  At  one  and  the 
tame  time  they  built  palaces  for  beggars,  and  pronounced  orations 
in  praise  of  industry ;  and,  with  the  same  breath  that  they  held 
up  commerce  as  the  chief  object  of  national  attention,  they  ac- 
cused their  merchants  of  selfishness,  and  vainly  endeavoured  to 

•wean  them  from- an  undue  regard  to  their  private  interests.  But, 
whatever  might  be  the  diversity  of  their  opinions,  with  regard  to 
She  causes  and  the  cure  of  the  many  evils  under  which  their 
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country  suffered,  they  were  unanimous  in  their  accounts  of  tfe 
antient  prosperity.  Even  those  who  were  net  the  dupes  of  such 
•ridiculous  and  extravagant  fables,  adopted  and  repeated  them,  ill 
the  hopes  of  rousing  their  countrymen  to  industry  and  exertion* 
by  flattering  pictures  of  the  former  opulence  and  grandeur  of 
:  their  land. 

'  Foreigners,  who  turned  their  attention  to  the  affairs  of  Spain, 
'were  deceived  by  the  positive  and  confident  tone  with  which  the 
-native  writers  described  the  ancient  greatness,  andtiettloredthe  sob- 
sequent  decline  of  their  prosperity.  And,  indeed,  when  they  conss- 
'dered  that,  for  a  century  and  a  half,  the  great  object  of  modern  po- 
;Ktics  had  been  the  maintenance  and  defence  of  the  other  states  of 
'Europe  against  the  overgrown  power  of  Spain,  and  contrasted 
'their  past  fears  and  apprehensions  with  the  weakness  and  total 
"insignificance  into  which  that  kingdom  afterwards  sunk,  they 
were  easily  persuaded  to  give  credit  to  the  Spanish  authors,  and 
'to  believe  that  the  fall  of  so  mighty  a  power  must  have  been  pcv- 
'  ceded  by  some  great  and  sensible  decline  in  the  heart  and  centre 
of  the  monarchy  itself.  They  forgot,  that  it  is  not  the  absolute, 
but  the  relative  power  of  a  state,  which  renders  it  formidable  tt> 
its  neighbours ;  and  that  a  nation  may  decline  in  its  relative 
'strength,  without  any  absolute  diminution  of  its  resources,  by 
remaining  stationary  while  other  states  are  advancing.  They  fop- 
got,  that  the  alarming  preponderance  of  the  Spanish  monarchy 
arose  from  the  combination  of  a  variety  of  causes,  some  of  them 
accidental,  and  others  temporary ;— from  the  union  of  so  many 
rich  and  extensive  states  under  one  Sovereign ; — from  the  pos- 
'session  of  Mexico  and  Peru,  while  its  rivals  were  excluded  from 
both  the  Indies ; — from  the  civil  and  religious  discussions  of  its 
neighbours  •, — from  the  bigotry  and  fanaticism  of  the  age,  which 
placed  the  kings  of  Spain  at  the  head  of  the  Catholic  part  of 
Europe; — and,  lastly,  from  the  valour  and  discipline  of  the 
•  Spanish  armies,  and  from  the  wisdom  and  sagacity  of  the  Spanish 
councils.  Yet  the  slight  and  hardly  perceptible  impression  of 
the  Spanish  arms  on  the  enemies  of  that  monarchy,  during  .the 
victorious  reigns  of  Charles  V.  and  Philip  II.,  while  these  ad- 
vantages were  entire,  might  have  tended,  in  some  degree,  to  cor- 
rect the  traditional  accounts  of  the  greatness  of  its  former  power. 
The  ressitance  maintained  by  Francis  I.  and  Henry  II.  against  the 
arms  of  Charles  V.,  and  the  successes  of  Elizabeth  and  of  the 
Dutch  commonwealth  over  Philip  II.,  might  have  suggested  the 
reflection,  that  the  danger  from  Spain  must  have  been  more  ap- 
parent than  real.  While  its  miserable  decline  during  the  17th 
century,   and    the  slowness  of  its    recovery  during  the  lj8th, 

might 


Digits 


zed  by  GoOgle 


J60f.  CJaprtany,  tytestiones  Critical  421 

rtrfght  hate  Suggested  doubts  as  to  the  solidity  of  the  basis  oar 
which  its  former  greatness,  such  as  it  was,  had  been  founded. 
*  Countries,  where  agriculture  and  manufactures  have  been  once 
firmly  rooted,  soon  recover  from  the  losses  they  sustain*  in  war, 
and  even  struggle  with  success  against  the  vices  and  defects  of  % 
bad  government.  How  quickly  did  France  recruit  her  strength 
after  the  long  and  sanguinary  contests  of  the  League  \  a&d  how* 
speedily  have  Flanders  and  Lombardy  recovered  from  the  devas* 
tations  of  war,  to  which  they  have  been  so  often  victims  ?  No* 
thing  short  of  Eastern  despotism  or  feudal  anarchy  will  utterly* 
extinguish  arts  and  industry  in  a  country  where  they  have  been 
thoroughly  established,  and  long  cultivated  by  die  people.  But 
the  causes  to  which  the  decline  of  Spain  has  been  attributed, 
though  capable  of  retarding  the  advancement,  or  even  of  arrest-* 
ing  the  progress  of  a  nation,  ?re  insufficient  to  communicate  to  it 
a  retrograde  movement,  or  to  eradicate  staple  and  established  ma* 
nufactures,  which  have  formed  the  occupation  of  the  great  body 
of  the  people,  and  served  them  for  ages  as  a  source  of  wealta 
and  happiness.  The  system  of  taxation  in  Spain  is  injudicious, 
oppressive,  and  full  of  vexation  to  the  people;  but  the  most  ex- 
ceptionable parts  of  it  have  long  since  been  modified  and  correct- 
ed; and  the  total  amount  of  the  taxes  is  inconsiderable,  evea 
when  compared  with  the  limited  means  and  faculties  of  the 
country^  There  are  many  hurtful  monopolies  in  Spain,  and 
many  ill  advised  restraints  and  impediments  to  commerce ;  but 
they  are  not  more  numerous  nor  prejudicial  than  they  were  in 
Prussia  under  the  great  Frederick.  The  administration  of  justice 
is  not  to  be  praised  in  Spain ;  but  it  is  not  a  great  deal  wors© 
than  it  was  in  France  under  the  Bourbons.  A  mistaken  charity 
lavishes  vast  sums  of  money  in  Spain  on  the  idle  and  the  pro^ 
fligate;  but  the  total  amount  of  this  misplaced  bounty  isifi^ 
finitely  less  than  that  of  the  poor-rates  in  England.  Religion* 
bigotry  and  intolerance  have  never  been  stronger  nor  more 
universal  in  Spain,  than  they  were  in  this  island  in  the  time  o£ 
Elizabeth,  or  under  xhe  princes  of  the  house  of  Stuart.  The  ex- 
pulsion Of  the  Jews  and  Moriscoes  was  no  doubt  a  cruel  and  in* 
human  act  j  but,  as  both  the  court  and  people  were  obstinately 
determined  to  exclude  them  for  ever  from  the  rank  and  consi- 
deration of  old  Christians,  we  are  by  no  means  convinced,  that  it 
was  not  better  policy  to  banish  them  at  once  from  the  kingdom, 
than  to  allow  so  many  secret  enemies,  in  possession  of  the  most 
vulnerable  part  of  the  country,  to  increase  and  multiply,  tilt  they 
should  become  too  strong  for  their  oppressors.  Had  the  minis- 
ters of  Philip  III.  delayed  the  expulsion  of  the  Moriscoes,  so  fru- 
gal ih  their  diet,  so  industrious  in  their  habits,  and  so  simple  ia 
Vol.  X.  HO.  20.  £  t  thtif 
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.  their  manners  were  these  descendants  of  the  Saracens,  that,  ex- 
cluded as  they  were  from  participating  in  the  honours  and  dan- 
cers of  war,  and  exclusively  addicted  to  the  laborious  but  health- 
iul  occupations  of  agriculture,  in  less  than  half  a  century  they 
must  have  outnumbered  the  old  Christians  in  all  the  southern 
provinces  of  Spain ;  and  thereby  increased  at  once  the  danga  of 
•lighting  or  offending  them,  and  added  force  to  the  popular  and 
toyal  prejudices  against  admitting  them  to  the  civil  honours  of 
the  state.  And,  with  respect  to  the  effects  of  that  expulsion, 
(the  subject  of  such  reproach  against  the  Spanish  nation  on  the 
part  of  the  French  and  English,  as  if  the  one  had  not  revoked 
the  edict  of  Nantz,  and  the  other  broken  the  articles  of  Limerick), 
it  should  be  recollected,  that  authors  have  been  far  mistaken 
who  have  supposed  that  with  the  Moriscoes  the  Spaniards  lost 
their  manufacturers  and  arrizans.  It  is  true,  that  in  the  south  of 
Spain  manv  of  the  ordinary  and  most  necessary  trades  are  still 
reputed  infamous,  because  in  very  old  times  they  were  exercised 
fcy  Moors  and  Jews*  But,  at  the  period  of  their  expulsion,  the 
greater  part  of  the  Moriscoes  were  small  farmers  and  gardeners, 
who  lived  in  penury  and  misery,  and  contrived,  by  hard  labour 
and  rigid  economy,  to  pay  exorbitant  rents  to  their  landlords,  in 
return  for  security  and  protection  against  tlie  bigotry  of  the 
priests. 

Don  Antonio  Capmany  is,  we  believe,  the  first  Spanish  author 
who  has  combated  the  general  prejudice  of  his  countrymen  in 
favour  of  the  ancient  opulence  and  prosperity  of  Spain.  At  the 
end  of  the  third  volume  of  his  valuable  work,  entituled,  Memori- 
es historicas  sobre  la  Marina,  romerciou  artes  de  la  antigua  ciudad  de 
Barcelona,  he  has  dedicated  an  entire  chapter  to  an  examination 
of  the  question,  Whether  tfie  arts  and  manufactures  of  Spain  wre 
st  flny  time  equal  to  those  of  ot Iter  nations  ?  A  republication  of  that 
chapter,  with  several  additional  facts  and  observations  on  the 
same  subject,  forms  the  first  essay  of  the  volume  which  lies  be- 
fore us.  As  the  subject  of  the  inquiry  is  curious,  and  the 
view  which  Capmany  has  taken  of  it  will,  to  most  of  our  readers, 
have  the  recommendation  of  novelty  at  least,  we  shall  give  a 
short  outline  o{  his  arguments. 

We  must,  in  die  first  place,  remark,  that  when  we  cast  our 
eyes  over  the  Spanish  economists,  from  Ward,  and  Campomanes, 
who  wrote  under'  Charles  III.  and  Ferdinand  VI.,  to  Alonso  de 
Herrera,  who  flourished  under  Ferdinand  the  Catholic,  we  are 
•struck  with  the  observation,  that  none  of  these  authors  ever  re- 
presents his  country  as  flourishing  or  populous  at*  the  period 
when  he  is  writing ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  every  one  of  them 
jUments  the  J^gny  of  trade  and  industry  in  his  own  times,  and 
:  9  ±  cpmplains 
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romplains  of  the  laziness  and  profligacy  of  the  present  race  of 
his  countrymen,  while  he  refers  us  back  to  some  remote  period, 
when  Spain  was  rich,  industrious,  and  full  of  inhabitants.  ,  This 
reminds  us  forcibly  of  what  happens  daily  to  a  traveller  in  Spain. 
At  every  town  where  he  stops,  he  is  told  of  banditti  who  infest  the 
roads,  and  warned-  of  the  dangers  that  await  him  near  some  dis- 
tant town,  or  at  some  remote  pass  in  the  mountains.  But,  as  he 
advances,  the  danger  continually  recedes  ;-^till?  at  length,  he 
discovers  that  the  stories  which  had  at  first  alarmed  him,  have 
no  other  foundation  than  the  folly  and  credulity  of  his  informers. 
We  shall  follow  the  plan  of  Capmany's  essay,  by  examining, 
Jlrst,  what  wds  the  state  of  commerce  ahd  manufactures  $  and, 
secondly^  what  was  the  state  of  agriculture  «md  population  in 
Spain,  at  those  periods  when  it  is  supposed  to  hate  been  most 
flourishing; 

Commerce  and  Manufactures. 

It  would  be  idle  to  inquire  into  the  state  of  commerce  and 
manufactures  in  Spain  before  the  conquest  of  Seville  in  1248. 
The  Catalans  and  Guipuzcoaris  had  indeed  applied  to  commerce 
and  navigation  at  an  earlier  period,  and  some  woollen  and  cotton 
manufactures  were  already  established  in  Catalonia  \  but  these 
attempts  were  still  in  their  infancy,  and  were  greatly  surpassed 
by  the  subsequent  exerijous  of  the  same  provinces*  It  would  be 
equally  unnecessary  to  extend  our  inquiry  beyond  the  reign  of 
Philip  III.,  since  it  is  admitted,  that,  oefore  the  death  of  that 
Prince,  Spain  was  reduced  to  the  most  deplorable  poverty  and 
wretchedness.  In  the  intermediate  time,  a  great  event,  the  dis- 
covery and  conquest  of  America,  had  occurred,  which  is  suppos- 
ed by  almost  all  writers  to  have  had  the  most  fatal  influence  on 
the  industry  and  population  of  Spain.  Was  it  before  or  after 
that  event,  that  Spain  is  supposed  to  have  been  eminent  as  a 
commercial  and  manufacturing  country  ?  We  shall  inquire,  first, 
what  documents  remain  of  the  state  of  commerce  and  industry 
%in  Spain,  in  the  interval  between  the  recovery  of  Seville  from 
the  Moors,  and  the  acquisition  of  colonies. in  America;  aod,  se- 
cwdlif)  we  shall  trace  the  effects  o£  those  colonies  on  the  conv- 
merce  and  manufactures  of  thfc  mother  country,  during  the 
reigns  of  Charles  V.  and  Philij)  It. 

With  regard  to  the  first  period,  we*  are  referred  \j  Caprnany 
to  the  works  of  two  Horeutinp .  merchants*  }MeJduta  end  Uzanv, 
who  published,  the  formtr,  in  lSsO^.tW  letter,  in  l4*0,/$pm- 
rnercial  guivks,  *  for  the  use  of  mercl^pfo,  under  tho  title-  of 
I*  rat  hi  a  dt!/a  Merest  or  a.  *  .  Tiipse  oooks  givq  prolix  and.ckcjijjj- 
fl'  '    i£e/2  t  ^ standi 
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stantial  accounts  of  the  different  branches  of  (rade  carried  on  at 
that  time  by  the  cities  of  Italy ;  and  as  they  were  intended,  not 
for  speculative  or  philosophical  inquirers,  but  for  the  use  of  prac- 
tical merchants ;  they  abound  in  minute  and  exact  details  on 
every  subject  of  which  they  treat.  They  describe  die  exports  and 
imports  of  every  town  or  harbour  frequented  by  the  merchants  of 
Pisa  and  Florence,  and  explain  their  weights  and  measures,  and 
customhouse  regulations,  and  contain  a  variety  of  other  particu- 
lars interesting  to  merchants  and  navigators.  From  these  books 
we  may  form  an  idea  of  the  state  of  commerce  and  manufactures 
in  Spain,  during  the  14th,  and  in  the  early  part, of  the  15th  centu- 
ry. But^  when  we  look  into  these  authorities,  we  find  that  Spain, 
instead  of  being  a  great  manufacturing  country,  received  manu- 
factured goods  of  every  description  from  Italy  and  Flanders,  and 
that  her  own  exports  consisted  chiefly  of  the  rude  produce  of  her 
soil,  or  other  raw  materials  used  in  manufactures.  Her  chief  ar- 
ticle of  export .  was  wool ;  the  next  was  iron  j  the  others  were 
honey,  wax,  hides  and  tallow,  sheep  skins  and  goat  skins,  gold 
and  silver  in  bullion,  quicksilver,  kermes,  fruirs,  sugar,  wine, 
wheat,  rice,  oil,  soap,  saffron,  raw  silk  and  salt.  It  appears 
from  this  catalogue  of  exports,  that  Spain  was  at  that  time,  not 
only  destitute  of  manufactures  for  foreign  commerce,  but  that  a 
great  part  of  the  country  was  then,  as  it  is  still,  in  a  state  of  pastur- 
age. It  is  worth  remarking  that,  though  Spanish  wool  was  sent  to 
Italy  in  the  time  of  Balducci,  it  was  not  yet  exported  to  Flanders ; 
nor  does  it  seem  to  have  been  held  in  estimation  for  its  superior 
qualities,  till  the  latter  part  of  the  14th  century,  when  it  was  im- 

f>roved  by  crossing  the  breed  of  native  sheep  with  English  sheep 
rom  Gloucestershire.     These  sheep  are  said  to  have  been  sent 
from  England,  as  part  of  the  marriage  portion  of  the  Princess  Ca- 
therine, daughter  of  John  of  Gaunt,  who  was  betrothed  to  Hen- 
ry IH.-of  Castille,  in  1389,  and  married  to  him  some  years  after- 
wards.    This  operation  of  crossing  the  Spanish  with  English 
"  sheep  succeeded  so  well,  that  it  was  repeated  during  the  reign  of 
■Edward  IV.  of  England  ;  but  it  was- not  for  more  than  a  century 
afterwards,  that  Spanish  wool  acquired  that  decided  superiority 
over  the  wool  of  other  nations,  which  it  still  maintains.    In 
1440,  when  TJ-zano  wrote,  the  exportation  of  Spanish  wool  to 
Flanders  had  become  a  considerable  branch  of  commerce,  and  it 
probably  had  been  at  first  introduced  by  the  difficulty  which  the 
Flemings  found  of  obtaining  wool  from  England. 

But,  though  we  find  no  mention  of  manufactures  for  the  sup- 
ply of  foreign  commerce  m  the  tknjimyons  of  Castille,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  there,  existed  -manufactures  of  that   description  ill 
*rbe  provinces  of  Arragon.    'Woollen  manufacturers  had  been 
"  *  long 
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long  established  in  Roussillon,  Catalonia*  Valencia,  and  Majorca, 
and  cloths  of  various  colours  and  qualities  were  exported  from 
these  countries  to  Italy  and  other  foreign  parts.  Paper  from  Va- 
lencia, cordoran  and  chamois  leather  from  the  same  city,  and 
earthen  ware  from  Majorca,  are  also  mentioned  among  the  ex- 
ports from  those  countries  \  but,  notwithstanding  the  vulgar  opi- 
nion, that  the  Moors  were  a  manufacturing  people,  Ted  Morocco 
leather  seems  to  have  been  the  only  manufactured  article  exported 
from  Granada,  unless  we  include  raw  sugar  in  that  description  of 
goods.  There  is  not  the  slightest  allusion  in  Balducci  and  Uz&- 
no,  to  the  woollen  manufactures  of  Toledo,  Segovia  or  Burgos,  or 
to  the  fairs  of  Medina  del  Campo,  of  which  such  incredible  sto- 
ries are  related  by  subsequent  authors ;  an  incontestible  proof,  in 
our  opinion,  that  these  manufactures,  if  they  existed  at  all,  were 
confined  to  the  fabrication  of  coarse  cloths  for  home  consump- 
tion. 

Barcelona  is  mentioned,  by  the  Florentine  merchants,  as  a  com- 
mercial city  of  the  first  importance  %  and  it  seems  to  have  been 
the  great  emporium  by  which  the  interior  of  Spain  was  supplied 
with  merchandize  from  the  Mediterranean.  Neither  the  Moors 
of  Granada,  nor  the  Christians  of  Andalucia,  appear  to  have 
been  actively  engaged  in  commerce  or  navigation.  The  Guipuz- 
coans  and  Gallicians,  who  have  been  at  all  times  more  addicted 
to  a  seafaring  life  than  the  other  inhabitants  of  Castille,  are  not 
mentioned  by  these  authors,  though  the  Guipuzcoans  were  at 
that  time  celebrated  for  their  fisheries,  and  had  commercial  fac- 
tories established  in  Flanders  and  at  Rochelle.  * 

A  politico-commercial  poem,  called  the  Libell  of  English  Poli- 
cies which  is  referred  to  by  Mr  MaqPherson  in  his  Annals  of 
Commerce,  f  confirms  the  account  of  the  trade  of  Spain,  which 
Cap  many  has  collected  from  the  works  of  the  Florentine  merchants. 
According  to  this  book,  written  about  the  middle  of  the  15th  cen- 
tury, Spain  imported  fine  cloth  and  linen  from  Flanders,  and 
sent  in  return,  figs,  raisins,  bastard  wine,  dates,  liquorice,  Seville 
oil,  grain,  $  castille  soap,  wax,  iron,  wool,  wadmole,  skins  of 
goats  and  kids,  fraffron,  and  quicksilver ;  of  these,  wool  was  the 
chief  article. 

These  conclusions  Capmany  further  confirms  by  an  appeal  to 
the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  Cortes  of  Castille,  in  the  1.5  th, 
and  the  beginning  of  the  16th  century,  from  which  it  appears, 
that  the  woollen  manufactures  of  Castille  were  at  that  time  oi; 
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the  coarsest  and  most  ordinary  quality,  and  fit  only  for  inferior 
uses.  The  finest  cloth  of  Valiadolid  and  Segovia  was  sold  at  40 
maravedis  the  yard,  and  that  of  Palencia,  Cuenca,  and  Cordo-: 
ba,  at  only  34 ;  while  iine  cloth  of  Floren.ce  was  sold  at  167,  and 
that  of  Burgos  at  1 40. 

In  addition  to  this  conclusive  and  incontestable  evidence,  Ca{w 
many  next  refers  us  to  the  account  book  of  Ferdinand  the  Ca- 
tholic, which  is  still  preserved  in  the  archives  of  Barcelona,  and 
extends  from  the  year  1496,  to  the  death  of  that  prince  in  1516. 
This  curious  and  authentic  record  is  perhaps  the  surest  and  most 
unequivocal  evidence  of  the  inferiority  of  the  woollen  manufac- 
tures of  Spain  to  those  of  other  countries,  at  the  very  time  when 
they  are  supposed  by  later  writers  to  have  been  the  most  flourish* 
inc.  AVo  find,  that,  in  the  court  of  that  severe  and  parsimoni- 
ous ino^  *rch,  none  but  his  domestic  servants  were  clotfhed  in  the 
m  junctures  of  Spain  ;  while  Italy,  Flanders,  and  England,  fur- 
nished cloth  for  the  use  of  himself  and  the  royal  family. 

Lz  - ;  ,  It  ^p^ears  from  the  book  of  customs  belonging  to  the 
chT  of  t**vrc\  5,  ai  it  was  settled  in  1514,  that  the  chief  export 
f:vm  Sri^Tut  that  time,  was  wool,  which  was  sent  to  Flanders, 
F*  *  v?  r:  \  K.'.wro  be  ma  ie  there  into  cloth,  for  the  supply  of  Spain 
:<  v.  .*V.  is  ct  c-her  countries.  The  remaining;  articlea  of  export, 
?*  e;  u  ner;:;  \  *\\  t>.e  siine  book,  are  iron,  oil,  figs,  and  raisins, 
f:  s:n  X*-v<»  Yilcncra,  and  Malaga  ;  cordovan  leather,  rabbit 
v.x  >%  *  ~  -  \  r~*r  vl<,  wax,  kerraei,  liquorice,  cumin  seed,  al- 
n  »o*  ^  :  V^;  <-  :-^r  fro  ra  Valencia;  and  wine  from  Alicant.  The 
*a  v^*  j.\  ^ .; .:  o;  t>.^  Sr-uv-^h  exports  is  grren  in  a  book  of  ordon- 
»:;:;cvs  rv:  ^ed  *>  \:  Ay  vMch  regulate  the  trade  of  the  north 
coa>:  of  S7*::*,  fr.  *n  rur.r.nb":  to  Corunna. 

W;:h  r*\:-:d  *o  :S?  i^-'-i  period  of  cur  inquiry,  it  is  true  that, 
for  s.vn  -  tiiTtc  aft-r  the  conquest  and  settlement  of  America,  the 
manut^cturcs  of  the  mother  court try  flourished  more  than  they 
had  don?  at  any  former  period.  We  have  the  testimony  of 
Guicciardini,*  that  in  1 3^0  the  export  cf  wool  from  Spain  to 
Flanders,  was  reduced  from  40,000  to  25,000  packs  a  year,  m 
consequence  of  the  increase  of  the  wccllen  manufactures  in 
opam  ;  and  in  15,32,  we  knqw  from  the  acts  of  the  Cortes,  that 
opain  actually  exported  cloth  to  foreign  countries,  particularly  to 

,r-       £         e    thc  bIack  and  biue  doth$  of  S?2*11  WtTe  m  high  re" 

th-CSt  f     r^°  use  ^  ecclesiastics  and  magistrates  on  account  of 
wL  &M        ss  of  the  texture,  and  stability  of  the  colours.     This 
most- *  °     •  e  Per*0^  wn^n  the  silk   manufactures  of  Spain  were 
flourishing.     Naviger,  the  ambassador  of  the  Venetian  re- 
public 
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jrobltc  #: the* court  of  Charles  V,  mentions  the  silk  manufacture* 
^f  Granada,  and  acids,  that  silk  stuffs  of  that  city  had  great  sale 
ill  Spain ;  hut,  with  the  exception  of  velvets,  serges  and  taffeties; 
he  gives  a  decided  preference  to  those  of  Italy.  He*  adds,  how- 
ever, that  the  silk  stuffs  made  at  Valencia  were  better  than  those 
of  Granada. 

But,  even  at  this  period,  when  the  manufactures  of  Spain  were 
in  a  more  flourishing  condition  than  at  any  former  time,  that 
kingdom  was  supplied  by  foreign  countries  with  almost  ail  ar- 
ticles of  luxury  and  accommodation,  and  even  with  many  article* 
of  the  first  necessity.  In  1545,  Spain  received  from  Flanders,  in 
Teturn  for  wool  and  other  raw  materials,  cloth,  linen,  cotton! 
goods,  silks,  and  a  vast  variety  of  other  manufactures.  The  ma- 
nufacture of  linen  was  unknown  in  that  kingdom.  In  1555, 
the  Cortes  complain  of  the  vast  quantity  of  money  sent  oat  of 
the  kingdom  to  purchase  linen  in  France  and  Flanders,  and  re- 
commend premiums  for  the  cultivation  of  flax  at  home,  in  order 
to  establish  linen  manufactures  within  the  kingdom.  Hardware 
and  glass  were  imported  from  Germany,  and  even  arms  and  am- 
munition came  from  abroad.  Milan  and  Flanders  supplied  Spain 
with  these  articles*  and  it  is  an  extraordinary  fact,  that  the  first 
cannon  foundery  in  Spain  was  established  at  Barcelona  in  1719. 
Lastly,  in  a  solemn  petition  of  the  Cortes  to  Charles  V.  in  1542, 
itwas  stated,  though  probably  with  great  exaggeration,  that  the 
whole  commerce  of  the  kingdom  was  in  the  hands  of  strangers  ; 
and  in  1548  and  1593,  the  same  complaints  were  repeated  by  the 
Cortes  with  great  bitterness. 

But  the  strongest  proof,  that,  even  at  that  time,  arts  and  manu* 
factures  had  made  no  solid  progress  in  Spain,  is  afforded  by  the 
▼iews  of  the  Spanish  character  and  the  pictures  of  Spanish  man- 
ners, left  us  by  contemporary  authors ;  and  the  force  of  this  evi- 
dence is  strengthened,  by  the  universal  contempt  and  disrepute  in 
which  tradesmen  and  manufacturers  continued  to  be  held  in 
Spain,  for  many  ages  afterwards.  According  to  Naviger,  Vene- 
gas,  Medina,  and  a  number  of  other  persons  who  wrote  under 
Charles  V.  and  Philip  II.,  the  Spaniards  of  that  age  were  proud 
and  lazy,  prodigal  and  ostentatious,  and  willing  to  derive  a  pre- 
carious arid  disgraceful  subsistence  from  alms,  or  to  practise  the 
most  dishonest  arts  for  a  livelihood,  rather  than  follow  a  mecha- 
nical trade,  which  they  thought  a  degradation  to  practise.  Perez 
de  Herrera,  who  livea  in  the  latter  part  of  the  reign  of  Philip  II. 
paints  in  the  liveliest  colours  those  features  in  the  character  of  his 
countrymen,  and  describes  at  great  length,  the  artifices  and  im- 
postures of  the  Spanish  beggars.  He  probably  exaggerates  their 
numbers,  when  he  reckons  150,000  beggar*  and  vagabonds  ii> 
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Sp  i  in ,  at  the  accession  of  Philip  HI. ;  but,  besides  the  testimony 
of  political  writers,  the  royal  proclamation  of  Charles  V.  in  1540, 
and  innumerable  petitions  of  the  Cortes  in  his  reign,  and  that  of 
his  successor ,  Jprove  incontestably,  that  the  number  of  beggars  and 
disorderly  persons,  who  had  no  settled  occupation  or  place  of  resi- 
dence, was  on  the  increase  in  Spain,  during  the  whole  time  of  its 
supposed  prosperity.  The  aversion  of  the  Spaniards  to  mechanical 
trades  was  not  the  effect  of  laziness  alone,  but  had  its  origin  in 
ancient  prejudices,  strengthened  and  confirmed  by  the  authority 
of  die  laws  and  municipal  institutions  of  the  kingdom.  CU*** 
ttess  of  blood  was  necessary  for  admission  into  corporations  \  but 
the  lineage  of  a  candidate  was  tainted  by  his  descent  from  an* 
cestors  who  had  followed  certain  trades,  as  well  as  by  a  Jewish 
or  Moorish  origin.  The  trades  of  tanner,  currier,  snoemaker, 
tailor,  smith  and  carpenter,  are  stigmatized  in  the  laws  of  Philip 
II.  as  law  and  vile5  and  as  late  as  the  year  17SS,  it  was  necessary 
to  declare,  by  a  royal  cedula,  that  these  and  other  trades  were 
not  to  be  held  disgraceful,  and  should  not  disqualify  those  who 
followed  them,  from  offices  in  corporations,  Out,  is  it  conceir* 
able  tlr.it  such  prejudices  should  have  existed  in  a  manufacturing 
country,  or  that  manufactures  could  have  flourished  in  a  country 
where  such  prejudices  prevailed  ?  Catalonia  has  been  always  the 
most  industrious  and  manufacturing  country  in  Spain  j  but  in 
Catalonia  tradesmen  enjoy  a  certain  rank  and  consideration,  and 
derive  importance  from  the  incorporated  trade  to  which  they  be* 
long.  Scy  menestrai  fanrado  would  be  the  retort  pf  a  Cataloniaa 
tradesman  to  a  gentleman  who  insulted  or  offended  him.  T*  qui 
s:y  Christiano  viejoyrould,  in  the  same  circumstances,  be  the  no 
Jess  indignant  exclamation  of  a  Castillian* 

Our  limits  will  not  permit  us  to  follow  Capmany  in  his  exa- 
mination of  the  fabulous,  or  at  least  highly  exaggerated  accounts 
transmitted  to  us  by  authors,  of  the  ancient  manufactures  of  Se» 
\ille,  Toledo,  Segovia,  and  other  cities  of  Castille.  He  shows, 
to  our  perfect  conviction,  that  the  statements  which  they  have 
handed  down  to  us,  are,  in  most  particulars,  extremely  impro- 
bable, and  in  many  points  positively  false*  These  incredible  re- 
lations, it  must  be  observed,  to  which  such  implicit  faith  has  been 
given  by  travellers  and  historians,  rest  on  no  contemporary  evi- 
dence whatever  -7  are  confirmed  by  no  public  or  private  docu- 
ments of  any  sort ;  and  are  grossly  and  palpably  inconsistent 
with  the  description  of  those  cities  left  us  by  the  most  respect*- 
able  authors  of  that  age,  Naviger  gives  a  minute  description  of 
>St  viile  and  Toledo,  without  even  mentioning  those  wonderful  ma- 
nufacttires  of  silk,  which,  in  Seville  alone,  are  supposed  to  have 
given  pecupatipu  to  130,000  souls,  and,  in  Tojerfo,  to  nearly  as 
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ma^y.  At  the  time  when  the  woollen  manufactures  of  Segovia 
are  said  to  hare  been  most  prosperous,  Colmenores  describes  that 
$itr  as  full  of  beggars  and  vagabonds. 

rhe  result  of  our  inquiry  is,  that  Spain  has  possessed,  at  all 
times,  domestic  manufactures  for  common  and  ordinary  uses ; 
but  that  at  no  period  of  its  history  which  we  have  examined, 
pould  it  be  ranked  among  the  great  manufacturing  nations ;  that, 
4>n  the  contrary,  its  inhabitants  have  been  always  supplied  with 
the  finer  manufactures  from  abroad,  and  even  with  many  articles 
ef  accommodation,  which  in  other  countries  are  reckoned  of  \xh 
dispensable  necessity.  It  has  further  appeared,  that  the  only  in* 
terval  during  which  manufacturing  industry  made  any  progress 
in  Spain,  was  for  about  a  century  after  the  discovery  or  America, 
when  the  new  demand  created  by  the  colonies  excited  some  faint 
ffrbrts  in  the  mother  country  to  supply  their  wants.  But  these 
efforts  were  feeble,  spiritless,  and  of  short  duration.  The  genius 
and  prejudices  of  the  people  were  averse  to  manufacturing  is* 
tlustry }  and  the  bad  policy  and  oppression  of  the  government 
were  able,  in  these  circumstances,  first,  to  depress,  and,  finally, 
to  extinguish  their  exertions. 

Agriculture  and  Population. 

Ov  the  flourishing  state  of  agriculture,  and  immense  population 
of  Spain  in  ancient  times,  we  have  the  same  vague  and  exagger- 
ated accounts  which  have  been  left  us  of  its  commerce  andma- 
nufactures.  Osorio,  who  wrote  in  the  time  of  Charles  II.,  dis- 
cusses, with  the  utmost  gravity,  whether  the  peninsula  of  Spaia 
contained  fifty  or  seventy-five  millions  of  souls  in  the  time  of 
Julius  Caesar ;  and  the  most  moderate  calculator  reckons  at  least 
eighteen  millions  of  inhabitants  in  Spain,  exclusive  of  Portugal, 
in  the  reign  of  Ferdinand  and  Isabella.  But  was  Spain  better 
adapted  for  agriculture,  in  former  times,  than  it  is  at  present  t 
Was  it  less  liable  to  droughts  and  consequent  famines  ?  Was  it 
better  provided  with  canals  for  irrigation,  or  with  roads  for 
conveying  over  its  mountains  the  surplus  of  one  province  to 
feed  the  starving  inhabitants  of  another?  Was  its  code  df 
rural  and  municipal  laws  less  pernicious  to  agriculture,  than  it 
became  afterwards?  Was  it  less  liable  to  epidemic  disease^ 
which  oppose  at  present  such  formidable  obstacles  to  the  increase 
of  its  population  ?  On  the  contrary,  between  1483  and  150^ 
there  were  no  less  than  eleven  years  marked  by  the  prevalence  of 
epidemic  maladies,  called  plagues,  in  some  part  or  other  of  Spain* 
and  the  number  of  chapels  and  processions,  founded  in  those 
times  to  St  Roque  and  St  Sebastian,  show  at  once  how  common 
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pestilential  diseases  must  have  been,  and  how  inadequate  wert 
the  means  taken  against  them. 

The  institution  of  the  holy  brotherhood,  for  the  security,  of 
travellers  in  desert  and  uncultivated  places,  revived  by  Ferdinand 
and  Isabella,  is  far  from  being  any  proof  of  a  dense  and  great 
population  in  the  reign  of  these  princes.  The  laws  and  privi- 
leges of  the  Mesta,  confirmed  and  extended  by  Charles  V,  show* 
that  a  great  part  of  Spain  was  then,  as  it  is  at  present,  in  a  state 
of  pasturage.  The  innumerable  hws  for  securing  and  regulating 
property  in  bees,  which  are  to  be  found  in  all  the  Spanish  codes, 
fro  n  the  time  of  the  Visigoths  to  Philip  II.j  afford  another  proof 
of  the  quantity  of  wild  and  uncultivated  land  in  Spain.  And, 
while  the  exports  of  that  kingdom,  in  the  15th  and  16th  cen- 
turies, show  the  preference  given  to  pasturage  over  agriculture 
by  its  inhabitants,  their  exportation  of  wheat  and  rice  proves, 
that  the  quantity  of  corn  which  they  raised,  was  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  supply  their  wants.  If  we  exteud  our  inquiries  to  a 
more  remote  antiquity,  wc  find  that,  in  the  time  of  Alonso  XI.,  * 
all  the  provinces  of  Castille  were  full  of  wild  boars  and  bears ; 
and  the  kingdom,  as  then  described  to  us,  res  mbles  more  a  wild 
and  savage  country,  than  a  civilized  and  cultivated  land. 

But  let  us  look  into  the  agricultural  and  economical  writers  of 
Spain,  in  the  times  of  Charles  V.  and  Ferdinand  the  Catholic. 
Alonso  de  Hen-era  was  employed  by  Cardinal  Ximenes  to  com* 
pile  a  book  on  husbandry  for  the  use  of  his  countrymen.  But, 
does  the  curious  and  useful  work  which  he  composed,  warrant 
us  in  concluding,  that  the  agriculture  of  Spain  was  at  that  time. 
conducted  with  intelligence,  or  pursued  with  industry  ?  On  the 
contrary,  he  begins  his  book,  by  lamenting  the  frequency  of 
scarcities  in  Castille,  which  he  imputes  to  the  laziness  ot  the 
people,  and  to  their  total  neglect  of  agriculture.  Laguna,  phy- 
sician to  Chirles  V.,  in  a  botanical  work,  entituled,  Dioscoridct 
itturtrated)  written  about  1 555y  observes,  *  that  gooseberries  were 
very  common  in  France,  Italy  and  Flanders,  but  that  he  had 
never  seen  any  in  Castille,  where  indeed  the  people  are  very  in- 
different about  gratifications  of  the  palate  ;  or,  to  say  the  truth, 
where  they  are  so  much  more  indolent  ihan  in  other  countries, 
that  they  extract  nothing  from  the  earth  but  what  it  spontaneous- 
ly affords  them,  and  leave  many  parts  of  their  country  in  a  state 
of  nature,  which,  if  properly  watered  and  cultivated,  would  be 
highly  productive.  *  Arrieta,  in  his  book  called  the  Desptrtadery 
or  awakener^  published  in  1.578,  boasts,  as  usual,  of  the  ancient 
fiches  and  fertility,  and  lament5  the  present  poverty  and  sterility 

of 

*  He  rei-jned  from  131a  to  1350. 
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6f  his  country.  And,  lastly,  the  pragmatica  of  Philip  II.,  issued 
in  1594,  states,  in  its  preamble,  that  the  yeomanry  and  small 
farmers  of  the  kingdom  were  reduced,  in  general,  to  beggary 
and  want;  and  that  many  even  of  the  large  farms  had  been 
abandoned  by  their  owners,  and  left  uncultivated.  But  are  these 
Complaints,  resounding  from  so  many  quarters,  compatible  with 
that  flourishing  state  of  agriculture  which  could  maintain  eighteen 
millions  of  souls,  in  a  country  where  hardly  ten  mjjlions  can  find 
subsistence  at  present  ? 

But,  independent  of  this  presumptive  evidence,  we  have  posi- 
tive proof,  that  many  of  the  provinces  of  Spain  were  less  po- 
pulous in  the  16th  century,  than  they  are  at  present.  We  have 
three  enumerations  of  the  inhabitants  of  Catalonia  and  Roussillon, 
in  the  14th,  15th  and  16th  centuries.  Ift  1368,  they  amounted 
to  365,000;  in  1495,  to  473,000;  and  in  1553,  to  340,000. 
But,  in  1797,  the  inhabitants  of  Catalonia  alone,  amounted  to 
858,818  ;  while  the  population  of  Rousillon  is  estimated,  by  the 
French  government,  at  106,171  souls,  making  an  increase  of  po- 
pulation, in  the  two  provinces,  of  624,989,  since  1 553.  Valencia, 
in  1510,  contained  51,555  families.  In  1797,  it  contained 
165,012  families.  Allowing  five  persons  to  a  family,  its  popula- 
tion, at  the  former  period,  was  272,775 ;  at  the  latter  period, 
825,059,  making  a  difference,  in  favour  of  the  second,  of  552,284. 
Arragon,  in  the  time  of  the  Catholic  kings,  contained  only 
440,000  inhabitants  ;  it  contains  657,376  at  present ;  so  that  its 
increase  has  been  217,376.  The  whole  population,  therefore,  of 
the  three  provinces  of  the  crown  of  Arragon,  in  the  16th  century, 
amounted  to  1?052,775.  The  same  provinces  contain,  at  ipresent, 
2,447,424 ;  and  have,  consequently,  more  than  doubled  their  po- 
pulation. It  is  unfortunate  for  the  argument,  which  attribute? 
the  ruin  and  supposed  depopulation  of  iSpain  to  the  emigration 
of  its  inhabitants  to  America,  that  the  Arragonian  provinces  have 
made  their  most  rapid  progress  in  wealth  and  population  since 
the  colonial  trade  was  opened  to  them.  The  same  is  true  of 
Biscay  and  Gallicia.  Ustariz  long  ago  remarked,  in  opposition  to 
vulgar  prejudice,  that  these  two  provinces,  though  they  sent  the 
greatest  number  of  emigrants  to  America,  were  the  best  peopled 
provinces  of  Castille. 

With  regard  to  Castille,  our  accounts  of  its  antient  population 
arc  too  imperfect  to  enable  us  to  draw  a  similar  comparison  be- 
tween its  present  and  its  former  state.  The  ruinous  appearance 
of  many  towns  in  Leon  and  the  two  Castilles,  is  an  incontestable 
proof  of  their  decline  ;  and  we  are  disposed  to  believe,  that,  in 
these  provinces,  there .  has  been  a  positive  diminution  of  popula- 
tion, though  to  a  much  les^  extent  than  is  commonly  imagined. 
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If  we  were  to  admit  a  similar  decline  in  any  other  part  of  Spain, 
it  would  be  in  the  kingdom  of  Granada,  where,  u  we  compare 
the  present  state  of  the  Alp uj arras,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
▼alley  of  Granada,  with  the  descriptions  of  Naviger  and  the  his* 
tory  of  the  wars  of  Granada  by  Mendoza  and  others,  we  cannot 
but  suppose,  that,  notwithstanding  the  increase  of  Malaga  and 
other  towns  upon  the  coast,  there  has  been  a  diminution,  on  the 
whole,  in  the  population  of  the  country.  As  to  Estremadura  and 
Andalucia,  w£  know  that  the  same  towns  exist  there  at  present, 
which  existed  in  the  time  of  Ferdinand  the  Catholic  *  and  if  in 
many  of  them  we  perceive  little  appearance  of  business  or  activi- 
ty, as  little  do  we  see  in  them,  in  general,  any  marks  of  decay. 
Seville  has,  indeed,  declined  in  its  commercial  greatness,  and  pos- 
sibly in  its  population  \  but  Cadiz,  Xeres,  IsTa  de  Leon,  Puerto 
de  Santa  Maria  and  Puerto  Real,  have  risen  upon  its  fall.  In  the 
northern  provinces,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  there  has  been  a 
considerable  increase  of  population. 

If  the  statistical  returns  made  to  Philip  II.  in  answer  to  the 
queries  which  had  been  circulated  by  his  order  in  the  provinces 
of  Castille,  were  carefully  examined,  a  satisfactory  account  might 
be  extracted  from  them,  of  the  ancient  population  of  these  pro- 
vinces. But  though  a  copv  of  these  voluminous  returns  has  been 
made  from  the  original,  which  is  deposited  in  the  Escurial,  and 
has  been  for  more  than  thirty  years  in  the  possession  of  the  Royal 
Academy  of  History  at  Madrid,  no  extract  from  it,  nor  summary 
of  its  contents,  has  yet  been  published.  We  observe,  however, 
in  MacPherson's  Annals  of  Commerce, #  an  anonymous  English 
treatise  referred  to,  which  was  published  in  1689,  under  the  tide 
of  the  *  Happy  future  State  of  England. '  The  anonymous  au- 
thor of  this  treatise  asserts,  that  Mr  Pepys  (Secretary  of  the  Ad- 
miralty) showed  him  a  paper,  stating,  that  the  whole  number  of 
men  in  the  realm  of  Spain,  taken  by  a  secret  survey,  some  time, 
as  is  supposed,  before  the  year  1588,  was  but  1,125,390,  exclu- 
sive of  the  regular  and  the  secular  clergy.  But  it  was  in  1575 
that  Philip  II.  circulated  his  tnterrogatorlo  or  queries  about  the 
population  and  state  of  Castille  \  and  the  returns  to  his  queries, 
some  of  which  we  have  seen,  are  dated  in  1577  and  1578.  If 
this  coincidence  of  time  be  considered  as  any  evidence  that  the 
numbers  in  Mr  Pepys's  paper  were  taken  from  a  private  abstract 
of  these  returns,  the  accuracy  of  the  statement  may  be  relied 
upon,  for  the  returns  were  made  with  the  greatest  care  and  diii- 

fence.     We  must,  however,  on  that  supposition,  substitute,  in 
Ir  Pcpys's  statement, €  provinces  of  Castille, '  instead  of  *  realm 

of 
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MacPaerfon's  Angals  of  Commerce,  voL  2.  p.  187. 
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of  Spain  ;  *  for  the  interrogatorb  was  circulated  in  Castille  only. 
But  if  the  number  of  men  capable  of  bearing  arms,  exclusive  of 
ecclesiastics,  amounted  to  1,125,390,  the  whole  population  of 
Castille,  excluding  the  same  description  of  persons,  may  be  cal- 
culated at  4,501,560  souls.  Adding  100,000  for  ecclesiastics,* 
the  whole  population  will  have  been  4,601,560.  But  the  popula- 
tion of  Castille,  at  present,  exclusive  of  Navarre,  Biscay,  Arra-* 
gon,  and  the  Canary  Islands,  amounts  to  7,328,700  souls ;  and* 
Consequently,  there  has  been  an  increase  of  more  than  one  half 
in  the  population  of  the  provinces  of  Castille  since  the  time  of 
Philip  II.  If  we  add  to  this  an  increase  of  more  than  ^  in  the 
three  provinces  of  Arragon,  and  suppose  that  in  Navarre,  Biscay* 
the  Balearic  and  Canary  Islands,  the  population  has  only  dou- 
bled, we  shall  have,  for  the  total  population  of  Spain,  exclusive 
of  America,  under  Philip  II.,  6,071,831;  under  Charles  IW 
10,504,985. 

England,  when  threatened  with  invasion  by  the  Spaish  Ar- 
mada, is  supposed  to  have  contained  4,688,000  souls ;  f  and  it  U 
remarkable  enough,  that  the  proportion  of  her  population  to  that 
of  Spain  at  the  present  day,  is  not  very  different  from  what  it  was 
then.  J  It  is  true,  that  the  Spanish  monarchy  comprehended  at  that! 
time,  along  with  Spain  and  her  colonies,  not  only  her  ancient  pos- 
sessions in  Flanders  and  Italy,  but  her  recent  acquisitions  of  Portui 
gal  and  thePortuguese  conquests  in  Africa  and  India.  It  is  also  true* 
that  England,  since  the  days  of  Elizabeth,  has  increased  her  means 
of  defence  by  the  addition  of  at  least  400,000  men  able  to  beaf 
arms  in  this  part  of  the  kingdom.  She  has  also  added  about  five 
millions  to  her  population  by  her  union  with  Ireland ;  and 
would  to  heaven  we  could  say,  that  she  had  by  that  measure 
added  in  the  same  proportion  to  her  strength  and  security ;  and 
that  a  blind  and  bigotted  attachment  to  ancient  prejudices,  and  a 
callous  and  disgusting  indifference  to  the  feelings  and  interests  of 
so  large  a  portion  of  her  subjects,  had  not  converted  that  which 
ought  to  have  been  heT  pride  and  strength,  into  her  chief  source 
of  weakness  and  apprehension. 

Our  review  of  the  first  of  these  essays  has  extended  to  so 
unusual  a  length,  that  we  must  confine  ourselves  to  a  mere  list 
. of 

•  The  number  of  eccleiiaftical  perfons  in  Spain,  according  to  the 
returns  made  to  government  in  1768,  1787,  and  1797,  were  208,899, 
191,101,  and  182,447. 

t  Andrews's  Continuation  of  Henry's  Hiftory  of  England,  voL  2. 
p.  154. 

t  The  population  of  England  and  Wales,  according  to  the  govern- 
ment returns  (1801)  amounts  to  993439578. 
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of  the  names  and  titles  of  the  others.  The  subject  of  the  second 
is  the  discovery  of  the  mariner's  compass,  and  its  earliest  use  in 
navigation.  The  third  treats  of  the  origin  and  antiquity  of  the 
venereal  disease,  and  of  its  first  appearance  in  Europe.  The  fourth 
is  an  inquiry  in|o  the  earliest  use  of  gunpowder  in  the  art  of  war* 
and  into  th$  first  invention  of  artUlery.  The  fifth  treats  of  the 
construction  of  the  vessels  used  by  the  ancients  j  and  the  sixth, 
of  the  size  and  burden  of  the  vessels  used  in  the  middle  ages. 

D.  Antonio  Capmany,  the  author  of  these  essays,  is  a  native 
ef  Catalonia.  His  principal  work  has  been  already  mentioned, 
under  its  title  of  Memorial  historicas  sobre  la  Marino ,  comcrcio  y 
artes  de  la  atitigua  ciudad  de  Barcelona.  The  two  first  volumes  ap- 
peared in  1779  \  the  two  last  in  1792.  The  3d  and  4-th  volumes 
are  collections  of  state  papers,  and  other  original  and  important 
flqciunents  from  the  archives  of  Barcelona.  This  truly  excellent 
work  is  marked  throughout  with  a  spirit  of  liberality  and  good 
sense,  and  distinguished  by  an  attention  to  general  and  philoso- 
phical views  but  seldom  displayed  by  those  who  ransack  archives, 
ai\d  compile  papers  for,  the  use  of  future  historians.  We  consi- 
der it  as  a  most  valuable  addition  to  the  history  of  the  commerce 
and  manufactures  of  the  middle  ages. 

.  Capmany  has  also  published  an  edition  of  the  maritime  ctis-* 
toms  of  Barcelona  \  the  foundation  of  the  present  maritime  law 
of  Europe.  He  has  also  edited  a  collection  of  antient -treaties  be- 
tween the  kings  of  Arragon*  and  the  Mahometan  princes  of  Asia 
and  Africa;  and  published  a  translation  of  the  antient  r^aval  or- 
donnances  of  the  Crown  of  Arragon,  as  they  were  confirmed  in 
J  354.  He  is,  besides,  the  author  of  several  works  in  literature, 
which  are  deservedly  held  in  high  estimation  by  his  country- 
men.- 


Art.  XI.  View  of  the  present  State  of  Poland.  By  George  Bur- 
nett,  late  of  Baliol  College,  Oxford.  8vo.  pp.  456.  Lon- 
don.   Longman  &  Co.     1807. 

HThere  is  more  pretension  in  this  title,  than  the  contents  of  the 
•*■  volume,  or,  indeed;  the  author's  own  account  of  it  in  the 
preface,  will  justify.  He  informs  us,  with  great  candour  and 
modesty,  thnt  his  work  has  peculiar  claims  to  indulgence.  He 
I  only  settled  in  Poland,  it  seems,  about  ten  months,  during 
which  time  he  lived  in  a  nobleman's  family  at  a  great  distance 
from  any  plnce  of  consequence,  and  made  but  two  visits  to  towns, 
Warsaw  and  Lemberg,  for  a  few  days  each.     Even  of  these'op- 


Digiti 


portumtic* 

zed  by  G00gle 


MOT.        Bttnw^'/  View  of  the  Present  State  of  Poland,  *3$ 

portunkies  he  did  not  make  the  most,  having  scarcely  taken  an£ 
notes  while  he  remained  in  the  country.  But  about  two  years 
after  his  arrival  hereof  we  rightly  understand  him,  .he  found, 
that  every  thing  relating  to  Poland  w;is  an  object  of  interest  9  and 
he  not  up  this  work  Jo  suit  the  .public  curiosity.  He  is  so  can- 
did as  to  admit  (airly,  that  this  temporary  interest  regulated  al- 
most entirely  the  preparation  of  the .  book,  and  that  the  manu- 
script was  sent  to  the  press  as  fast  as  '  it  was  written ;  so  many 
are  the  deductions  from  the  claims  of  the  title-page,  which  w« 
are  obliged  to  make,, by.  the.  acknowledgements  in  the  preface \ 
tr>  fact,,  the  book  contains  nothing  which  can  be  called  a  view 
of  the  state  of  Poland.  Mr  Burnett  has  |fven  u$,,howeverj  £ 
CQri'sideralile  "mass  of  arxecjdote.  and , information,  from  hi  own  re«j 
collection  of  a  very  limited  part  of  the  subject  j  and  in  this[ 
point  of  view. his.work,  crude  and  hasty  thougn  it  be,  pos^esse^ 
some  claims  to  our  attention.  We  shall  therefore  extract  from  itj 
the  phrts  most  worthy  of  notice,  after  premising  a  few  remarks 
6n  the  exceedingly  bad  manner  in  which  it  is  written  through-' 
cut.  ,' 

The  hurry  of  composition  has  by  no  means  prevented  Mr  Bur- 
net:  from  adopting  an  inflated  and  often  fantastical  style.  We 
have  *  pines  lifting  their  lofty  heads  in  the  cold  clear  air,  huge 
and  still  as  giants  enchanted  into  pillars  of  salt. '  (p.  32.)  Never 
having  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  this  kind  of  giant,  we  can- 
not speak  positively ;  but,  so  far  as  our  fancy  can  cmy  us,  we 
confess  a  pine,  with  flakes  of  snow  on  its  branches,  does  not 
seem  to  be  the  object  bearing  closest  resemblance  to  such  a  per- 
son. Describing  the  appearance  of  the  winter,  when  the  '  air  is 
so  clear,  that  one  can  almost  see  the  cold, '  our  author  adds,  that 
*  the  sun,  the  while,  pours  his  glistening  gjory  on  the  subject 
snow,  impenetrable  as  a  rock  to  his  beams. '  (p.  45.)  He  has  al- 
so found  time  to  invent  a  number  of  clumsy  and  useless  words, 
which  he  uses  in  a  very  intemperate  manner.  It  is  quite  painful 
to  look  at  such  terms  as  tuomanisedy  amiability^  societyship%  ex<* 
cursc%  selfishment,  &c.  To  notice  the  want  of  elegance,  correct- 
ness, and,  indeed,  grammar,  which  prevails  in  this  boot,  would 
be  endless.  Such  defects  are  perhaps  excused  by  the  rapidity 
with  which  it  was  got  up ;  but  suco  imperfections  as  we  have 
just  exemplified  cannot  be  passed  over  upon  the  same  ground. 

Mr  Burnett  shews  a  curious  degree  of  ignorance  upon  many 
very  common-place  topics  j  and  a  great  number  of  his  remarks* 
indeed  many  of  his  details,  are  dcfiVed  ,from  this  source*  The 
long  account  of  the  Polish  houses,  for  example,  occupying  near 
fifty  pages,  and  the  minute  description  of  the  manner  of  living  of 
•he  Polish  nobles,  might  be  reduced  to  a  very  narrow  compass,  if 
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every  thing  were  omitted  which  is  common,  both  in  all  foreign 
countries,  and  eren  in  our  own.  He  describes ,  the  houses  and 
furniture, — the  domestic  arrangements  of  all  sorts, — the  economy 
of  the  table,  &c.  exactly  as  if  he  were  making  us  acquainted 
with  some  newly  discovered  island  in  the  South  Seas.  Inus,  *  if 
the  company  be  very  numerous*  there  is  a  table  on  each  side 
the  hall,  and  one  at  the  upper  end,  leaving  tho  middle  open,  the 
whole  forming  the  two  long  sides,  and  one  short  one  of  an  ob- 
long square. '  (205.)  €  Every  dinner  as  well  as  supper  begins 
with  soup.  While  this  is  taken,  the  joint  which  U  to  succeed 
(consisting  almost  uniformly  of  boiled  beeQ  is  removed  fo  th* 
side-table,  to  be  carved  by  tne  steward  or  attendants.  The  side- 
table,  in  these  large  halls,  is  situated  in  a  very  considerable  re* 
cess,  at  the  end  opposite  the  door.  When  the  soup-plates  are 
removed,  the  beet,  thus  cut  into  pieces  of  no  very  delicate  pro- 
portions indeed,  is  handed  round.  This  is  dressed  to  rags,  the 
more  savoury  parts  having  been  extracted  in  the  soup.  *  (206.) 
After  dinner  tne  company  rise,  c  by  a  sort  of  tacit  consent,  * 
and  retire  to  another  room,  where  '  they  are  dispersed  about  ill 
Small  knots  or  parties.  * — *  Thus  circumstanced, '  he  adds,  *  each 
is  served  with  a  cup  of  coffee,  which  is  taken,  on  this  occasion, 
with  sugar  only,  without  either  milk  or  cream* '  (225.)  *  Dur- 
ing summer,  the  redingote  is  worn  by  most  persons  not  of  the 
first  rank.  This  word  is  evidently  borrowed  from  the  English1 
riding-coat.'  (243.)  Mr  Burnett  surely  cannot  mean  that  #r- 
dingote  is  a  Polish  word,  though  his  notions  about  the  word  yWS 
(p.  832.)  half  incline  us  to  think  that  such  is  his  opinion. 

Where  a  family  lives  in  public,  as  it  were,  and  constantly  o- 
pen  to  the  inspection  of  a  hundred  or  more  dependants  and  guests, 
the  members  of  it  have,  perhaps,  little  right  to  complain  of  see- 
ing themselves  in  print.  Yet  we  rather  think  Mr  Burnett  has 
transgressed  somewhat  upon  this  publicity  of  his  Polish  friends. 
He  lived  with  the  Count  Zamoyski,  we  presume  in  his  employ- 
ment, and  seems  to  have  been  on  familiar  and  friendly  terms  with 
that  powerful  nobleman  and  his  family.  It  is  therefore  a  cer- 
tain violation  of  propriety,  (though,  considering  the  above  men- 
tioned circumstance,  we  admit  it  is  a  slight  one),  to  fill  part  of 
His  book  with  minute  descriptions  and  characters  of  the  count 
and  his  relatives,  female  as  well  as  male.  Every  thing,  indeed, 
is  well  meant  and  perfectly  laudatory  ;  but  were  we  the  Coun- 
tess Zamoyska,  for  example,  we  should  not  like  to  be  talked  of 
in  this  manner.  '  When  her  soul  is  up — when  her  feelings  are 
awake,  and  in  search  of  objects  to  keep  them  in  play,  she  will 
often  go  to  her  instrument ;  and  the  obedient  strings,  responsive 
to  the  electric  kiss,  will  proudly  rise  in  fuU  and  warbled  harmb- 
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ny>  or  gently  sink  in  dying  sounds,  which  melt  and  pierce  the 
soul. '  And  this  is  only  a  small  part  of  about  five  pages  to  the  same 
effect,  devoted  to  the  service  of  that  lady.  A  long  discussion  of 
the  question,  whether  Count  Zamoyski  should  or  should  not 
build  a  new  house  near  the  village  of  Zamoyst,  is  no  doubt  ex- 
tremely interesting  in  that  neighbourhood  j  but  does  not,  in  the 
same  degree,  touch  the  rest  of  Europe.  We  much  fear  that  the 
anecdote  (p. 258.)  must  be  put  down  in  the  list  of  those  not 
quite  favourable  to  the  persons  of  whom  they  are  related  j  though 
it  is  clear  that  our  author  is  by  no  means  aware  of  this  himself. 
Princess  Czartoryska,  it  seems,  c  has  amassed  a  considerable  col- 
lection of  curiosities ; '  and,  among  these,  *  the  chair  of  Shake- 
spere. ' — «  This  relic  of  our  revered  bard, '  says  Mr  Burnett, 
'  she  bought  in  England  for  three  hundred  pounds ; '  and  she 
has  likewise  the  chair  of  Rousseau. 

We  confess,  we  are  rather  provoked  at  Mr  Burnett  for  filling 
so  much  of  his  book  with  the  details  now  shortly  alluded  to,  and 
excluding  a  variety  of  recollections  which  are  of  general  and  per- 
manent interest.  His  opportunities  were,  in  some  respects,  much 
more  favourable  than  he  seems  to  think.  Though  he  saw  few 
towns,  he  lived  on  a  footing  of  close  intimacy  with  various  natives 
-  of  the  highest  rank  and  greatest  accomplishments  in  the  country, 
and  might  have  obtained  from  them  almost  as  much  information  as 
is  to  be  procured,  respecting  the  present  state  and  the  late  history 
of  Poland.  His  own  observation,  too,  might  have  supplied  ma- 
ny important  blanks  in  the  knowledge  which  we  possess  of  the 
condition  of  the  lower  orders  in  that  country.  We  cannot  help 
complaining  a  little,  that  his  senses  should  have  been  so  acute, 
and  his  memory  so  faithful,  for  all  the  trifling  incidents  of  halls 
and  rooms  and  r'  ors, — and  chairs  and  tables, — and  roast  meat 
^nd  boiled  mer  i — when  subjects  of  real  importance  might  well 
have  been  illustrated  by  him.  However,  he  has  contributed  some 
information,  and,  such  as  it  is,  we  thank  him  for  it.  Without 
attempting,  what  would  be  quite  useless  where  there  ar6  so  few 
materials,  to  digest  this  into  a  regular  form,  we  shall  notice  thos^ 
elucidations  of  the  state  of  the  country  which  chiefly  struck  us* 
Mr  Burnett  landed  at  Dantzic,  and  proceeded  up  the  country 
through  Warsaw,  he  does  not  exactly  say  whither ;  but  we  infer 
from  several  circumstances,  that  he  went  into  the  Austrian  part 
of  Poland,  and  that  his  remarks  apply  to  this  and  the  Prussian 
part.  He  never  was  in  the  Russian  division,  and  heard  scarcely 
any  thing  about  it.  Respecting  Dantzic  and  Leraburg,  he  com- 
municates little  or  no  information. 

The  face  of  the  country  over  which  our  author  passed,  is  un- 
interesting, from  its  flatness  and  uniformity.  The  Vistula, 
*    vol.  z.  no.  20.  F  f  tbeugh 
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though  a  fine  river,  runs  so  much  through  bogs  and  heaths,  that 
it  seldom  affords  any  fine  views.  The  following  description  o£ 
the  country  beyond  tne  plain  pi  Dantzic,  he  says*  is  nearly  appli* 
Cable  to  the  whole  scenery  of  Poland. 

.  *  The  traveller  fomctimes  finds  himfelf  in  an  cxpanfe  of  furface,  al- 
noll  without  a  houfe,  a  tree,  or  any  (ingle  object  Urge  enough  to  at- 
tract his  notice.  Soon,  however,  are  defcried  the  fkirts  of  tome  vaft 
foreft  fringing  the  diftant  horizon  ;  and  on  entering  it  we  proceed,  for 
eight  or  ten  miles  (more  or  Iefs)  winding  with  the  road  through  lofty 
pines,  &c.  &c.  precluded  from  the  fight  of  all  objects  but  trees  aod 
fhrubs.  Sometimes,  in  the  raid  ft  of  a  fore  (I  we  meet  with'  a  fmaH  (pot 
of  ground  (for  example,  of  ten  or  twenty  acres)  cleared  and  cultivated; 
its  fid?9  prettily  fenced  by  the  green  furrounding  woods*  Sometimes  a 
fmall  lake  is  found  thus  fi mated,  its  borders  ornamented  in  a  firaibr 
manner :  and  thefe,  generally  fpcakinjr,  are  the  prettied  fcenes  which 
Poland  furniihes.  Thefe  forefts,  in  fome  places,  are  fifteen,  and  even 
twenty  miles,  in  all  directions  j  an  affcrtion  which  will  appear  the  more 
credible,  when  I  obferve,  that  of  an  cftatc  belonging  to  a  certain  noble* 
man,  nearly  one  half  is  computed  to  be  foreft.  Indeed,  if  we  exclude 
morafles,  and  the  level  pafture  lands,  I  (hould  oot  temple  to  affirm,  that 
not  more  than  one  half  of  the  country,  fpeaking  generally,  is  clear- 
ed* After  paffing  the  Viftula*  at  the  place  juft  mentioned,  the  furface 
is  confidently  open,  for  a  di fiance  at  leaft  of  thirty  or  forty  miles. 
But  woods  no  fooner  begin  to  appear,  than  it  is  rare  the  traveller  en- 
tirely lofes  fight  of  them.  The  view  is  bounded,  in  one  direction  or 
another,  by  foreft  lands*.  1  have  proceeded  in  a  fouth-eafterly  direction 
through  a  diftance  of  four  or  five  hundred  miles,  and  thi«  deferi  prion, 
with  infignificant  variations,  appears  to  me  ftrictly  applicable.'  p.  29 — 31. 

«  There  arc  fome  lakes  far  more  exteofive  than  thofe  juft  mentioned. 
The  Viftula  itfelf,  from  the  great  increafe  of  its  waters  in  the  fpriog, 
is  expanded,  in  certain  places,  into  a  fort  of  lake.  There  are  alfo  oc- 
cafion*l  bogs  and  importable  morafles.  At  very  diftant  intervals  are 
found  plains  of  fome  extent,  affording  rich  pafturag*.  The  richeft  1 
hate  bad  an  opportunity  of  feting,  are  thofe  contiguous  to  the  Viftula, 
fome  of  which  are  periodically  overflowed  by  that  river.  Such  are 
thofe  in  the  neighbourhood  of  War  fa  w,  and  which  fupply  that  town 
With  good  butcher's  meat.  Thefe  pafturc-lands,  in  general  fo  thinly 
fcattered,  are  faid  to  be  more  frequent  in  Lithuania,  and  particularly  in 
Podoha.'     p.  $a.  35- 

The  villages  are  the  most  wretched  that  can  be  imagined. 
They  are  thinly  scattered,  rather  along  the  skirts, than  in  the  midst 
of  tne  forests,  and  sometimes  in  the  middle  of  vast  bare  heaths, 
where  no  other  object  is  to  \0t  seen  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach. 
They  consist  of  from  ten  to  fifty  miserable  huts,  rudely  con- 
structed of  wood,  and  covered  over  with  straw  and  turf;  and 
afford  so  imperfect  a  shelter,  that  the  inhabitants  are  glad  to  stop 
up  the  vents  during  winter,   and  to   be  half  smothered  with 
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•moke,  rather  than  die  of  cold.  -Bad  as  these  villages  are,  you 
may  travel  ten  miles*  even  in  the  clear  part  of  the  country,  with-* 
out  seeing  one*— or*  indeed,  beholding  any  human  habitation. 
The  small  towns  are  considerably  more  comfortable  \  they  con- 
sist almost  uniformly  of  a  f^uare,  with  the  town-house  in  the 
centre.  The  houses  are  built  of  wood,  and  seldom  have  more 
than  one  story;  there  is  frequently  a  sort  of  piazza  along  the 
sides  of  the  square,  where  small  wares  are  exposed  to  sale.  These 
towns  seldom  contain  2000  inhabitants,  and  sbme  of  them  have 
only  200  or  800.  The  larger  towns  tonsist  of  brick  housed,  for  * 
the  mos*t  part  stuccoed  or  rough-cast,  and  are  generally  situated  in 
the  neighbourhood'  of  a  morass ;  both  for  the  sake  of  defence, 
and  the  facility  of  procuring  bricks.  Nothing,  our  author  says, 
can  be  conceived  more  dismal  than  the  position  of  such  a  town, 
frequently  in  the  midst  of  an  immense  plain,  without  a  tree  or 
any  other  object  in  sight.  Stone  quarries  are  so  rare,  that  it  is 
only  in  the  chief  cities  we  find  any  houses  built  of  stone.  War- 
saw is  irregularly  laid  out  and  constructed  *,  there  is  no  square, 
no  regular  street,  and  scarcely  any  open  spaces.  The  streets 
are  wretchedly  paved j  some  of  the  palaces  are,  large  and  well 
built,  but  they  are  now  almost  all  deserted,  and  exhibit  an  half 
ruinous  appearance,  with  high  grass  growing  in  .the  courts.  The 
nobles  have  either  sold  or  deserted  them,  and  live  entirely  on 
their  estates  in  the  country*  or  resort  in  the  winter  season  to  the 
capitals  of  the  powers  within  whose  division  their  properties  lie: 
Since  the  partition,  the  population  of  Warsaw  is  supposed  to  have 
decreased  one  half  >  its  inhabitants  are  now  reckoned  at  50,000. 
The  'suburb  of  Praga  Consists  chiefly  of  huts  like  those  already 
described,  with  a  few  houses  of  a  better  description. 

The  common  inns  are  still  more  wretched,  in  proportion,  than 
the  hovels  of  the  natives.  They  consist, .  indeed,  chiefly  of  the 
stable,  where,  during  the  summer,  the  inhabitants  and  travellers 
sleep,  almost  promiscuously  with  the  cattle.  The  house  gene- 
rally enters  from  one  end  ot  the  stable*  and  is  described  as  more 
filthy  than  any  thing  which  an  inhabitant  of  this  country  can  pic- 
ture to  himself.  The  better  sort  of  inns  have  one-  or  two  rooms, 
generally  without  any  other  furniture  than  a  chair  and  a  table, 
with  a  small  couch,  on  which  the  traveller  may  spread  his  bed-' 
ding.  They,  are  almost  all  kept  by  Jews  \  and  Mr  Burnett  com- 
plains of  their  impositions*  and  of  the  general  expense  of  travel- 
ling,— having  paid  twenty  guineas  from  Dantzic  to  Warsaw, 
about  two  hundred  English  miles,  for  a  carriage  with  three 
horses,  and  all  other  expenses  on  the  road.  When  the  nobles 
travel,  they  endeavour  to  stop  at  each  other's  country-houses, 
and  when  oblige*!  to  use  the  inns,  they  carry  almost  every  accom- 
modation with  them. 
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The  provisions  most  easily  to  be  met  with  are,  poultry,  eggs, 
milk  and  whisky.  Prices  are  said  to  have  been  raised  more  than 
double  since  the  partition  \  and  Mr  Burnett  is  certainly  right  in 
stating,  that  the  quantity  of  money  in  circulation  must  hare 
greatly  augmented  during  this  peri w* J.  The  best  butcher's  meat 
costs  threepence  a  pound  \ — formerly,  that  is  sixteen  years  ago,  it 
used  to  cost  only  a  penny,  or,  at  most,  three  halfpence.  Count 
Zamovski  having  taken  over  several  English  mechanics  to  settle 
with  kirn,  one  of  these  told  our  author  that  he  found,  after  six 
months  trial,  he  could  live  for  one  half  the  expense  which  nearly 
the  same  style  of  living  cost  him  in  England ;  and  Mr  Burnett 
asserts,  that  he  might  nave  done  it  for  still  less.  It  is  obvious, 
that,  in  many  essential  circumstances,  Poland  resembles  the 
United  States  of  America.  They  are  both  great  agricultural 
countries,  abounding  in  cheap  and  fertile  land,  with  a  population 
but  thinly  scattered  over  woods  only  begun  to  be  cleared.  In 
both  countries  we  may  expect  to  find  rude  produce,  or  articles 
in  the  first  stages  of  manufacture  sufficiently  cheap ;  but  articles 
of  more  finished  manufacture  are  only  to  be  procured  by  importa- 
tion, and  bear  a  high  price  accordingly.  In  both  countries, 
though  with  very  different  degrees  of  rapidity,  the  population  is 
increasing,  the  foreign^  trade  augmenting,  and  the  cultivation  of 
the  land  following  the  rise  of  price  which  all  sorts  of  produce, 
in  consequence  of  the  increased  trade  and  population,  undergo, 
and  ten<Jng  in  its  turn  to  check  that  rise  of  price.  In  both 
countries,  the  wealthy  poprietors  residing  on,  and  superintending 
the  management  of  their  estates,  and  possessing  a  great  superflui- 
ty of  the  necessaries  of  life,  addict  themselves  to  an  inelegant  and' 
profuse  hospitality,  with  this  difference,  however,  that  the  very  un- 
equal division  of  property,  and  the  prevalence  of  political  distinc- 
tions, fills  the  palace  of  the  Polish  noble  with  a  great  crowd  of 
dependants,  while  the  same  kind  of  hospitality  is  more  generally 
diffused,  and  exchanged  on  more  equal  terms  among  the  American 
landholders.  The  most  interesting  part  of  the  notices  contained  in 
Mr  Burnett's  work  refer  to  the  general  topics  which  we  have  just  - 
now  run  over. 

Almost  every  article  of  manufacture  is  imported,  and  the 
greater  part,  are  either  really,  ©r  nominally,  English.  Our  au- 
thor having  occasion  to  buy  a  hat  at  Lemburg,  found  the  name 
and  ticket  of  a  well  known  London  hatter  on  it,  though  he  per- 
ceived plainly  that  it  was  of  foreign  manufacture.  The  prices  of 
all  such  articles  are,  of  course,  exceedingly  high,  about  one  half 
higher  than  in  London.  The  pames  of  many  even  of  the  most 
ordinary  articles,  are  evidently  foreign,  a  hat  is  kape/wz,  (pro* 
nounced  cavelloosh),  ink  ttrounent,  an  ink-stand  ka/amarz,  a  can- 
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dlestick  Hchtarz,  a  plate  ta/erz.  And  when  Poles,  above  the 
lower  orders,  are  conversing  in  their  own  language  upon  such 
topics  as  fashions,  the  fine  arts,  &c.  they  naturally  and  insensi- 
bly change  from  Polish  to  French,  without  interrupting  the 
course,  of  a  single  sentence.  *  Almost  the  whole  retail  trade  of 
the  interior  is  in  the  hands  of  Jews,  who  are  estimated, '  Mr  Bur- 
nett says,  at  two  millions.  They  carry  on  the  traffic  with  the  in- 
defatigable activity  peculiar  to  their  race.  A  stranger,  says  our 
author,  no  sooner  arrives  at  his  inn,  than  he  is  beset  by  the  in- 
ferior Jews,  who  act  as  emissaries  to  the  shopkeepers.  They  en- 
ter his  room  without  ceremony,  and  watch  every  motion  and 
look,  until  they  have  caught  him,  and  led  him  away  to  the  shop 
of  their  employers. 

The  rent  and  price  of  land  is  extremely  low.  A  farm  of  se- 
veral thousand  acres  will  let  for  200/.  or  250/.  sterling  ;-*-but 
more  depends,  of  course,  on  the  number  of  the  peasants  than  the 
extent.  The  estate  of  one  nobleman,  consisting  of  5000  square 
miles,  is  worth  about  50,000/.  Sterling  a  year.  A  rich  manu- 
facturer of  earthen  ware,  paid  2000/.  for  an  estate  of  about 
2000  acres,  half  of  which  is  in  wood ;  it  had  a  good  house  of 
several  rooms,  with  a  large  garden  and  pleasure  grounds  well 
enclosed. 

The  wealth  of  the  powerful  nobles  is  enormous  ;*— Prince 
Czartoryski,  and  his  son-in-law  Count  Zamoyski,  posat'ss  toge- 
ther domains  equal  to  half  of  England  in  extent.  The  quota 
of  the  former  used  to  be  20,000,  that  of  the  latter  10,000  men, 
in  the  times  of  the  republic.  The  great  nobles  live  surrounded 
by  others  of  the  same  class,  but  possessed  of  no  fortune,  and 
dependent  upon  their  wealthy  brethren  for  subsistence.*  Their 
houses  are  likewise  filled  with  persons,  chiefly  foreigners,  in 
their  employment,  as  artists,  with  secretaries,  and  other  agents 
above  the  rank  of  servants,  with  farmers  of  the  better  order,  and 
a  constant  assemblage  of  visitors.  The  house  of  a  nobleman  is 
likewise  full  of  servants,  of  whose  characters  our  author  gives  us 
an  unfavourable  opinion.  The  following  extracts  will  shew  a 
little  more  nearly  the  features  of  that  rude  hospitality  which  dis- 
tinguishes the  style  of  living  in  this  country,  arising  clearly  from 
its  feudal  manners  and  abundance  of  ordinary  articles  of  con- 
sumption. 

«  It  is  rare  in  a  large  houCe,  that  one  fits  down  to  dinner  and  (upper 
with  a  lefs  company  than  thirty  or  forty  pCTfona.  At  the  palace  of  the 
Prince  Czartoryflci,  I  apprehend  that  fcarcely  ever  leCs  than  fifty  perCons 
dine  in  the  hall — a  number  which  is  very  frequently  augmented  to  a 
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hundred,  a  hundred  and  fifty,  and  even  three  hundred.  To  fit  down 
alone,  with  his  wife  and  a  friend,  perhaps,  would  be  intolerable  to  4 
Pole.  And  when  an  Englilhman,  or  other  perfoni  who  night  have 
been  in  this  country,  have  mentioned  to  a  liftening  cpmpany  the  cuftom 
of  .England  in  this  particulars—and  that  even  perfons  of  the  firft  con- 
frquenee  both  for  ranjt  and  wealthf  would  often  fit  down  to  dinner, 
iimply  a  man  and  wife,  or  accompanied  by  a  tingle  friend — they  have 
all  exclaimed,  with  the  utmoft  adonifhroent,  Ah  I  comme  il  eft  trifle— 
how  melancholy  !  '     p.  308.  309. 

'  Thefe  (ordinary  wines)  are  the  only  drinks  in  ordinary  ufe,  even  by 
$he  nobles  tnemfelves.  When  they  wifh  for  a  different  fort  of  wine, 
claret  is  the  moil  nfual,  a  bottle  of  which  is  placed  near  them,  and  of 
which  they  commonly  invite  fome  one  or  more  to  take  part ;  it  cannot 
be  all.  This  is  rather  a  ticklifh  time  for  the  fubalterns,  in  whofe  coun- 
tenances may  be  commonly  obferved  no  very  fublime  conflict  of  feelings, 
between  their  wifh  to  applaud  every  ad  of  their  fuperior,  and  their  ob- 
vious jealnufy  and  envy  of  the  favoured  individual.  The  nobles,  I  have 
not  the  flighted  doubt,  not  unfrequently  debar  themfeives  from  fuch 
luxuries  in  public,  that  they  may  avoid  exciting  a  mutual  jealoufy  a« 
tnong  thofe  in  their  fervice. 

*  On  gala  days,  a  few  glades  pf  champagne  are  drunk,  at  the  dofc  of 
dinner.  Other  French  wines  are  occafionally  produced,  and  are  in  the 
cellars  of  mod  of  the  nobility  ;  but,  on  account  of  the  number  there 
would  be  to  partake,  they  very  rarely  appear.  They  are  met  with  on- 
ly in  fmalfand  private  parties.  Englifh  bottle-porter  is  alfo  a  rarity  f  as 
it  dands  ifl  Poland  at  the  high  price  of  a  guinea  per  dozen. 

«  In  thefe  large  eflablifhments  and  parties,  it  would  be  unreasonable 
and  even  abfurd  to  exped  the  utmod  elegance  or  comfort,  and  for  very 
obvious  reafons.  In  fmaller  families  and  parties,  there  is  no  want 
cither  of  the  one  or  of  the  other,  Things  are  always  better  cooked, 
and  nicer  in  all  refpe&s.  '     p,  209-i  1 1 . 

•  The  children  of  the  nobles  are  educated,  for  the  moft  part,  in  their 
families',  where  they  are  provided  with  the  requifite  matters.  In  the 
times  of  the  republic,  the  princes  and  nobles  of  large  fortune  educated 
alfo  in  thtir  houfes  a  great  number  of  the  children  of  their  needy  breth- 
ren ;  and  their  palaces  ufually  contained  fchonls,  like  thofe  of  our  fcng- 
lifh  bifhops  in  times  pad.  The  Prince  Czartoryfltt  had  fo/merly,  at 
all  times,  a  considerable  number  of  boys  and  young  men  at7 his  court, 
all  of  whom  he  ptovided  with  board,  clothing,  and  education,  ano*  af- 
terwards fituations  in  lite.  One  day  in  the  week  was  called  the  flogging 
day,  on  which  each  offender  received  the  chattifement  for  mifdemeanours 
Committed  during  the  preceding,  fix.  In  War  (aw,  fuch  was  the  pomp 
pf  former  I'olifh  manners,  that  the  princef?,  when  die  went  abroad,  was 
attended  by  twenty  of  thefe  young  men  at  once,  all  on  hoi  fc  back,  and 
vjio  drove  to  outvie  each  other  in  vigilant  attention  and  chivalrous  gal- 
lantry. It  was  a  point  of  politenefs  always  conttded  with  peculiar  zeal, 
who  (hould  be  foremod  in  handing  her  high  nek  out  of  her  carriage^ 
ajid  in  helping  her  to  afcvnd. '  p.  301.  302. 
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€  During  the  time  of  dinner,  the  lofty  and  magnificent  hall  is  abfo- 
lutelv  crowded  with  fervants ;  among  whom  may  be  difcovered  feveral 
Coflacks,  with  their  long  whiflceis,  and  in  their  military  uniform.  E- 
▼ery  perfon  of  confequence,  too,  has  his  own  footman  behind  his  chair, 
in  his  peculiar  livery ;  the  whole  forming  a  fpe&acle  which  forcibly 
carries  back  the  mind  to  the  pompous  periods  of  feudal  grandeur.  The 
fervants,  on  all  occafions,  are  very  numerous ;  I  once  counted  twelve 
waiting  at  a  dinner-table,  at  which  there  were  only  eight  perfons  din- 
ing. There  might  not  poffibly  have,  been  more,  had  there  been  triple 
the  number  in  company. '     p.  223-24. 

*  The  accommodations  in  the  wings  of  the  Polilh  manfions  are  not 
perhaps  quite  correspondent  with  the  elegance  of  the  faloons  and  bed 
apartments.  Each  wing  may  be  confidered  as  a  very  long  houfe,  not 
lofty,  though,  with  the  attic,  it  has  occasionally  two  (lories  above  the 
ground  .floor.  Through  the  centre,  longitudinally,  on  each  floor,  ex- 
tends a  (Common  pafiage,  into  which  the  feveral  doors,  on  both  (ides,  of 
the  diftiqft  chambers,  open.  According  to  the  more  ancient  plan, 
however,  there  is  a  range,  in  the  front  of  the  building,  of  feveral  com- 
mon ^(ufually  (tone)  flair-cafes,  each  of  which  leads,  on  each  floor*  to 
a  room  both  on  the  right  and  left  ;  fimilarly  to  what  is  found  in  col- 
leges, the  inns  of  court,  and  the  houfes  of  Edinburgh. 

«  The  apartments  themfelves  are  remarkable  neither  for  ornament, 
fpr  furniture,  nor  comfort.  They  are  adapted,  in  general,  for  Angle 
perfons  £  more*  rarely  for  two.  Their  common  dimenfions  are  thofe  of 
a  pretty  gpod-fized  bed-room,  and  may  be  from  1 2  to  15  feet  by  to  or 
42.  If  defigned  for  two,  they  may  be  ftill  larger ;  or  this  enlarge- 
ment may  be  produced  by  a  considerable  recefs  on  one  fide.  The  floor  . 
of  each,  though  inlaid  with  inferior  workman/hip,  can  fcarcely  be  ex- 
pected, when  the  number  is  fo  great,  to  be  kept  mining  and  beautiful, 
as  thofe  of  the  bed  rooms.  It  is  therefore  merely  dulled,  and  occafi- 
onally  warned  ;  in  which  Hate  it  has  no  advantage  over  a  common  deal 
floor.  The  walls,  in  the  oldeft  houfes,  are  limply  white-warned,  with- 
out any  fort  of  ornament.  *     p.  1 68-69. 

The  farmers  are  generally  dependants  of  the  proprietor,  who, 
having  performed  lcrvice  as  fecretaries,  or  lived  as  companions  * 
with  him,  or  married  fome  dependent  female  of  his  family,  are 
rewarded  with  leafesof  part  of  the  eftates  not  in  the  immediate  oc- 
cupation of  the  noble.  Their  mode  of  living  is  thus  defcribed  by 
Mr  Burnett. 

*  The  houfes  of  the  farmers  are  commonly  built  of  wood,  and  have 
merely  the  ground  floor.  On  the  exterior,  they  are,  in  every  point  of 
view,  humble,  very  often  mean  in  appearance  :  the  interior  is  occaftou- 
ally  fomewbat  better, — though  an  Englishman  looks  in  vain  for  any 
thing  like  comfort.  There  are  ufually  two  or  three  ordinary  room-, 
white* warned,  though  one  only  ferves,  for  the  moll  pa»t,  a*  a  fitting- 
room.  The  floors  are  fometimes  of  earth  only,  but  more  frequently 
planched.      A  bed  almoft  always   (lands  in  every  room,    fometimes, 
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• 
though  rarely,  with  curtains.  The  only  doukL  bed,  however,  it  that 
for  the  reader  and  miftrefs  of  the  family  ;  and  which  is  placed  in  the 
principal  room  ;  the  others  are  mere  couches  for  (ingle  pcrfons,  occu- 
pying the  corners.  Jn  the  mid  ft  of  all  thefe  homely  appearances,  you 
are  much,  though  agreeably,  furprifed  at  feeing  the  table  fet  out  with 
con  fid  arable  neat nc fa,  and  abundantly  fupplird  with  good  things;  among 
which  chicken  are  onty  not  univerfal,  Every  plate  is  furnifhed  with  a 
napkin  and  a  filver  fork ;  the  courfes  are  almoft  as  numerous,  and  fol- 
low the  fame  order  as  in  the  houfe  of  a  nobleman,  from  which  the 
whole  is  obvioufly  imitated,  There  is  fome  little  incongruity  in  all  this, 
it  mud  be  owned  ;  but  incongruities  of  this  defcription  are  abundant 
in  Poland.'  p.  126.  127. 

Our  author's  account  of  the  peasantry  is  Angularly  unfatisfacr 
tory.  It  is  well  known,  that  in  different  parts  of  Poland  their  con- 
dition is  in  every  refpe&  perfectly  different  9  that  in  the  Auftrian 
divifion,  and  in  fome  parts  of  the  Pruffian,  they  are  free. ;  while 
in  others,  and  over  the  whole  of  the  Radian  divifion,  they  are 
bondmen,  attached  to  the  foil.  But  Mr  Burnett  describes  them  as 
all  indiscriminately  in  this  condition  ;  although  he  never  was  in 
Ruffian  Poland,  and  appears  to  have  pafled  the  greater  part  of  his 
time  in  the  Imperial  territory.  The  following  account  muft  there- 
fore be  taken,  with  feveral  materia!  corre&icns. 

<  When  a  young  peafant  marries,  his  lord  affigns  him  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  land,  fufficieut  for  the  maintenance  of  himfelf  and  family  in  the 
poor  manner  in  which  they  are  accuftomed  to  live.  Should  the  family 
be  numerous,  fome  little  addition  is  made  to  the  grant.  At  the  fame 
time,  the  young  couple  obtain  alfo  a  few  cattle,  as  a  cow  or  two,  with 
fleers  to  plough  their  land.  Thefe  are  fed  in  the  ftubble,  or  in  the  open 
places  of  the  woods,  as  the  feafon  admits.  The  matter  alfo  provides 
them  with  a  cottage, — with  implements  of  hu/bandry, — in  fhort,  with  all 
their  little  moveable  property.  In  confideration  of  thefe  grants,  the 
peafant  is  obliged  to  make  a  return  to  the  landholder  of  one  half  of  his 
labour ;  that  is,  he  works  three  days  in  the  week  for  his  lord,  and  three 
for  himfelf.  If  any  of  his  cattle  die,  they  are  replaced  by  the  mailer ; 
a  circumflance  which  renders  him  negligent  of  his  little  herd,  as  the 
death  or  lofs  of  fome  of  them  is  a  frequent  occurrence. 

«  When  a  farmer  rents  a  farm,  the  villages  fituated  on  it,  with  their 
inhabitants,  are  confidered  as  included  in  th<*  contract ;  and  the  farmer 
derives  a  right  to  the  fame  proportion  of  the  labour  of  the  peafants  for 
the  cultivation  of  that  farm,  as  by  the  condition  of  their  tenure  they 
are  bound  to  yield  the  lord.    . 

*  If  an  eftate  be  fold,  the  peafants  are  likewife  transferred,  of  courfe, 
with  the  foil,  to  a  new  mafter,  fuhjtct  to  the  fame  conditions  as  before. 
The  Poli(h  boors,  therefore,  are  Hill  (laves  ;  and  relatively  to  their  po- 
litical exiflence,  as  tbfolutely  fubjed  to  the  will  of  their  lords,  as  in  all 
the  barbarifm  of  the  feudal  timet.  They  are  not  privileged  to  quit  the 
!::J,  except  in  a  few  inftar.ces  of  ccinplete  enfraiichifemcM  j  and  if  they 
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were,  the  privilege,  for  the  rooft  part,  would  be  merely  nominal :  for 
whither  fhould  they  go  ?  They  may  retire,  indeed,  into  the  receffes  of 
the  forefts,  where  it  is  poflible  they  may  not  be  traced  ;  and  it  is  pro- 
bable, that,  in  times  paft,  many  reforted  to  this  expedient  to  cfcape 
from  the  cruelties  of  a  tyrannical  mailer.  To  fly  from  a  mild  mailer 
would  be  obvioufly  againfl  their  interefl.  To  quit  the  territory  of  one 
grandee  for  that  of  another,  muil  commonly,  if  not  always,  have  been 
impracticable :  for  what  landholder  would  choofe  to  admit  a  fugitive 
peafant,  and  thus  encourage  a  fpirit  of  revolt  ?  Again,  it  is  not  in 
their  power,  from  the  circumftances  of  their  condition,  to  fell  their  la- 
bour indifferently  to  this  or  that  matter  ;  and  if  fuch  obilacles  did  not 
oppofe,  the  very  extent  of  the  Polifh  farms,  and  the  confequent  want 
of  a  fecond  contiguous  employer,  would  fuffice,  in  moil  cafes,  to  pre- 
clude a  change  of  mailers- 

*  It  is  faid  that  few  of  the  peafants  improve  the  little  flock  which  is  «  J^ 
committed  to  their  management,  in  accumulating  fome  fmall  property  ; 
but  their  conduct  is  far  more  frequently  marked  by  careleiTnefs  and  a 
want  of  fbrecafL  Inftances,  however,*  of  this  accumulation,  begin  to* 
multiply  :  for  one  effect  of  the  partition  has  been,  that  the  peafanU 
are  lefs  liable  to  be  plundered.  Generally  fpeaking,  it  does  not  appear 
that  this  allowance  of  land  and  cattle  either  is,  or  defigned  to  be,  more 
than  enough  for  their  fcanty  maintenance.  I  was  once  on  a  fhort  jour- 
ney with  a  nobleman,  when  we  flopped  to  bait  at  the  farm-houfe  of  a  Til- 
lage, which  I  have  before  mentioned  as  a  common  cuilom  in  Poland.  The 
peafants  got  intelligence  of  the  prefence  of  their  lord,  and  aflembled  in 
a  body  of  twenty  or  thirty,  to  prefer  a  petition  to  him.  I  was  never 
more  flruck  with  the  appearance  of  thefe  poor  wretches,  and  the  con- 
trad  of  their  condition  with  that  of  their  mailer.  I  flood  at  a  di dance, 
and  perceived  that  he  did  not  yield  to  their  fupplication.  When  he  had 
difmiiTed  them,  I  had  the  curiofity  to  inquire  the  object  of  their  peti- 
tion ;  and  he  replied,  that  they  had  begged  fcr  an  increafed  allowance 
of  land,  on  the  plea  that  what  they  had  was  infumcient  for  their  fup- 
port.  He  added,  "  I  did  not  grant  it  them,  l>ecaufe  their  prefent  al- 
lotment is  the  ufual  quantity  ;  and  as  it  lias  fufficed  hitherto,  fo  it  will 
for  the  time  to  come.  Be  fides  (faid  he)  if  I  give  them  more,  I  well 
know  that  it  will  not,  in  reality,  better  their  circumftances.  "  p.  85, 
—90. 

We  apprehend  that,  upon  this  important  point,  our  author,  if, 
as  we  prefurae,  he  refers  to  Auftrian  Poland,  has  been  led  kite* 
an  error,  by  confounding  things  extremely  different.  The  pea- 
fant, though  unfranchised,  that,  is  to  fay,  free  to  leave  the  land 
when  he  choofes,  is  bound,  while  he  remains,  to  pay  a  certain 
confederation  for  His  cottage  and  field,  which  in  Poland  has  not 
been  commuted  into  money  or  any  other  rent,  but  is  a  certain 
proportion  of  his  labour.  In  the  greater  part  of  the  Auftrian  do- 
minions, this  commutation  has  taken  place.  We  conceive,  then, 
that  he  has  confounded  the  labour  given  to  the  lord  in  the  cultiva- 
tion, 


Digits 


zed  by  GoOgle 


%0  Burnett's  Hew  of  the  Present  Suae  &f  Poland.  July 

rion  of  his  land,  in  return  for  the  land  allowed  to  the  peafant, 
"with  the  labour  of  a  ferf,  who  is  indeed  fupported  by  a  fcrant  of 
rand,  but  has  ho  right  to  give  up  his  final}  property,  and  retire 
from  fervice.  He  h^s  probably  confounded,  alfp,  the  ftaje  of 
things,  between  lord  and  peafant,  in  point  of  praSice,  with  their 
mutual  rights  and  obligations  in  point  of  law.  For,  as  the  whole 
peafantry  of  Poland  were  certainly  in  the  ftate  defcribed  by  Mr 
Burnett,  until  the  Auftrian  government  placed  its  acquifltpns  up- 
on a  different  footing,  it  is  poflible  that,  in  many  diftri&s,  even 
of  Auftrian  Poland,  the  proprietors  may  continue  to  have  nearly 
the  fame.authority  over  the  inhabitants  on  their  eftates,  by  cus- 
toms which  they  formerly  had  by  law.  This  certainly  happens 
in  the  more  remote  parts  of  Hungary,  notwithstanding  the  aboli- 
tion of  villenage  by  Maria  Terefa ;  and  the  peafants  there  are 
iubje&  to  very  considerable  opprefiions.  But  fuch  irregularities, 
or  violations  of  the  law,  mud  fpeedily  be  corre&ed  ;  and  their 
exiftence,  in  the  mean  time,  tends  rather  to  the  benefit  of  the 
community,  by  converting  what  m  its  own  nature  was  a  fudden, 
perhaps  a  rafti  meafure,  into  one  of  a  more  gradual  operation. 
The  effe&s  of  vaflalnge,  on  the  manners  of  the  people,  it  is 
fcarcely  neceflary  to  remark,  muft  long  furvive  any  fuch  changes, 
whether  in  the  legal  rights,  or  in  the  adual  condition  of  the  pea- 
fantry. Our  author  gives  us  feveral  curious  examples  of  this. 
The  cuftom  of  a  peafant  proftrating  himfelf  when  he  meets  his 
lord,  is  wearing  out ;  but  even  when  it  is  difufed,  its  exiftence 
may  be  traced,  in  the  pra&ice  of  touching  the  lower  part  of  the 
leg  of  a  fuperior,  upon  receiving  any  trifling  prefent.  «  I  Jdfs 
your  feet,  *  is  a  common,  and  even  admired  exprefljon  of  polite- 
nefs.  Frequently,  in  the  middle  of  a  large  company,  the  depend- 
ants vf  a  nobleman*  both  men  and  women,  who  are  admitted  to 
his  table,  will  kifs  the  (kirts  or  fleeves  of  his  coat,  or  any  part 
which  they  can  catch  as  he  pafles,  or  ftands  near  them. 

The  education  of  the  noble  Poles  is  not  fujch  as  can  fit  there, 
either  for  the  more  dignified  purfuits  of  the  underftanding,  or  for 
feveTer  virtues.  The  children  are  taught  at  home,  chiefly  the 
more  frivolous  accomplishments  of  what  is  universally  termed 
faihionable  life.  As  a  Polilh  nobleman  delights  iiv  having  hi> 
table  crowded  with  foreigners,  both  dependants  and  guefts,  he 
teaches  his  children,  from  their  earlieft  years,  by  an  intercourfe 
with  thofe  ftrangers  to  prattle  all  their  different  languages.  This 
gift  of  tongues,  which,  it  muft  be  owned,  they  poflefs  in  an  un- 
rivalled degree,  together  with  the  dill  more  trivial  accomplish- 
ments which  merely  tend  to  the  embellilhment  of  the  perfon,  are 
reckoned  the  beft  fruits  of  an  exalted  education.  The  children 
ate,  moreover,  introduced  into  fociety  at  a  very  early  period; 
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and  thus  live  from  their  infancy  in  the  idlenefs  and  diflipation 
which,  among  the  nobles  of  other  nations,  is  Teferved  for  thofe 
of  riper  years.  Nothing  can  be  more  pernicious  both  to  their 
moral  and  intelle&ual  endowments. 

The  account  vfljich  our  author  gives,  of  female  manners,  is, 
though  fomewhat  heightened,  upon  the  whole,  confident  with 
other  information  upon  this  fubjeft,  and  prefents  a  piclure  o£ 
great  profligacy.  The  following  pafTage  refers,  not  merely  to  this 
fpecies  of  corruption)  but  to  a  (till  blacker  charge  againft  the  cha* 
racers  of  parents. 

«  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  this  paiEon  for  company  is  a  fource  of 
great  corruption  of  manners — a  corruption,  too,  which  is  aided  by  the 
prevalent  fen  time  nt  8  on  the  fubjed.  Chaftity,  eveq  in  married  women, 
is  confidered  as  ridiculous  ;  and  an  unlimited  latitude  is  admitted  on  both 
fides.  Yet  in  cafes  where  the  hufband  and  wife  have  a  real  regard  for 
one  another,  they  do  not  always  view  with  perfect  indifference  fymp- 
toms  of  an  occafionaj.  arrangement  on  either  fide.  There  is  a  for£  of 
felfifhment  in  affection  very  difficult  to  be  fubdued.  But  again,  I  have 
obferved  in  other  inftances,  that  couples  who  have  been  notorioufly  and 
eminently  unfaithful,  not  only  retain  a  mutual  affection  and  efteem,  but 
feem  to  like  each  other  the  better  for  their  refpe&ive  wanderings  ;  and 
to  obferve,  with  a  fort  of  roguifh  approbation,  any  preliminary  iigns  of 
a  foreign  negociation. 

*  There  is  a  natural  prejudice  of  no  ordinary  force  among  Engliffi 
hu (bands,  (and  which,  for  the  purity  of  our  manners,  we  will  hope,  is 
not  likely  to  be  eradicated),  which  makes  them  curious  to  know,  whe- 
ther the  population  of  their  domeftic  territories  is  attributable  exclu- 
fively  to  their  own  exertions,  or  whether  it  has  been  at  all  promoted  by 
foreign  fuccoura.  „  This  is  a  queftion  of  lefs  anxious  intereft  in  Poland  ; 
and  a  hufband,  perhaps,  a&s  wifely  in  treating  it  with  philofophic  in- 
difference. It  is  not  uncommon  to  go  entirely  through  a  family,  and  to 
remark  upon  each  younger  member — that  was  the  fruit  of  fuch  an 
amour  ;  that  of  fuch  another, — and  fo  on  ;  and  in  this  manner  the  dif- 
confblate  hufband  is  fometimes  bereft  of  every  laurel  he  had  otteniibly 
won  in  the  fields  of  Hymen.  In  fuch  a  ftate  of  things,  it  ir.jy  he 
readily  fuppofed  that  jealoufy,  from  its  obvious  inconvenience,  is  of  rare 
occurrence.  Yet  human  nature  is  flill  human  nature,  under  all  its  va- 
rious modifications  ;  and  that  ugly  paflion  will  fometimes  intrude,  though 
it  is  commonly  obliged  to  retire  abafhed. 

*  A  few  young  women  are  often  educated  in  large  houfes,  as  cotn- 
panionsj  perhaps,  to  the  daughters  of  a  farnily.  I  have  been  told,  that 
it  is  no  unufual  thing  for  the  patron  to  cull  the  firft  fruits,  in  thefe  in- 
stances, and  leave  the  general  harveft  to  another;  that  is,  a  girl  thus 
prematurely  womanifed,  will  be  given  in  marriage  to  one  of  his  refpect- 
able  dependant  ,  whom  he  will  perhaps  provide  with  a  farm,  or  other 
fkuation  ;  and  the  happy  couple  are  made  for  life  ;  being  alio  admitted 
ever  after,  on  all  occafions,  to  their  mailer's  table. '     p.  324 — ^26. 
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The  Polifh  language,  our  author  is  difpofed  to  think  fo  much 
on  the  decline,  that  (hould  no  political  change  happen,  it  is  moil 
likely  to  wear  out  of  ufe,  except  among  the  peafants.  All  the 
upper  clafies,  indeed  every  one  above  the  lower  ranks,  is  matter 
ox  one  or  two  languages  befi^e  his  own.  Tl$  natives,  among 
themfelves,  as  frequently  converfe  in  French  as  in  Polifh.  The 
nobles  have  almoft  always  fome  foreign  fervants ;  and  even  the 
Polifh  fervants  in  their  houfes  know  fomething  of  German.  A 
fociety,  it  feems,  has  been  founded  at  Warfaw,  fince  the  parti- 
tion, for  the  purpofe  of  preferring  the  language  of  the  country ; 
but  our  author  allures  us  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  by  tnis 
learned  body.  *  They  diftinguifh  themfelves  '  (fays  he)  more 
by  fliowy  fpeeches,  and  particularly  by  pompous  eioges  over  their 
deccafed  members,  than  by  any  memoirs  valuable  either  for  their 
fcientific  or  Kterary  excellence. ' 

A  confiderable  portion  of  this  volume  is  devoted  to  the  hiftory 
of  ecclefiaftical  diflenfions  in  Poland,  and  the  different  political 
changes  which  were  effefted  before  the  final  partition.  In  this 
Iketch  we  do  not  find  much  to  praife.  It  is  by  no  means  full  or 
fatisfaftory  in  proportion  to  its  length  ;  and  the  information  from 
which  it  is  compiled  being  exceedingly  well  known  to  the  gene* 
rality  of  readers,  Mr  Burnett  (hould  have  claimed  our  attention, 
by  digefting  it  in  a  more  advantageous  manner.  He  has  given  no 
new  anecdotes  relating  to  the  partition,  nor  indeed  any  of  the  or- 
dinary information  refpefting  that  event,  which  Poles  are  moil 
in  the  habit  of  communicating.  The  proofs  which  his  narrative 
brings,  however,  imperfe&  though  it  be,  of  the  evils  of  religious 
diflenfions  in  extinguifhing  the  fpirit  and  energies  of  a  naturally 
brave  and  patriotic  people,  are  deferving  of  attention  in  the  pre- 
fent  day  ;  and  we  cannot  too  much  applaud  the  manly  and  decid- 
ed tone  in  which  he  makes  his  application  of  this  lefibn  to  the  ac- 
tual fituation  of  this  country  and  the  filler  kingdom.  We  (hall 
clofe  our  extra&s  with  the  anecdote  relating  to  the  Emprefs  Ca- 
tharine,— becaufe,  we  believe,  it  is  little  known  among  her  ad- 
mirers,— and  places,  in  a  ftrong  light,  the  bafe  and  little  qualities 
which  deformed  her  extraordinary  character. 

*  She  (theprincefsCzartoryfka)  has  rendered  herfelf  particularly  illuf- 
trious  by  a  rivalry  with  the  late  Emprefs  of  Ruflia,  who,  as  (he  was  for- 
peffed  in  beauty  (the  moft» loved  and  coveted  fource  of  female  powei), 
let  no  bounds  to  her  fpite.  It  feem*,  that  in  feveral  inftances  they  in- 
terfered in  refpe&  of  gallants  ;  and  one  of  the  inftances  is  faid  to  have 
been  the  King  of  Poland — an  offence,  which  her  imperial  haughtinefi 
could  not  brook.  On  the  partition  of  Poland,  the  Ruffian  army  had 
exprefs  directions  not  to  fpare  the  town  and  pahce  of  Pulawy ;  and  they 
were  accordingly  twice  pillaged,  and  almoft  dclf  royed.  The  beft  rooms 
of  the  palace  were  perfectly  gutted  5  every  article  of  furniture,  pictures 
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and  ornaments  of  every  fort,  were  nil  taken  oat  and  itomerged 
in  the  bafon  of  water  in  the  court ;  and  the  walls  were  then  bcfmcarcd 
with  ordure.  The  Prince  with  his  family  was  driven  from  his  home- 
all  his  eftates  coorlfcated — and,  from  a  condition  of  fplendour,  he  (aw  bitn- 
felf  reduced  in  a  moment  to  a  date  of  complete  poverty.  He  was  ob- 
liged during  two  years  to  fubfift  only  on  the  bounty  of  his  friends. 
§uch  were  the  effcds  of  Imperial  jealoufy.  It  was  not  till  the  death  of 
the  Emprefs,  that  he  with  many  others  were  re- inflated  in  their  rightful 
poflcflions. '     p.  259,  260. 

That  the  Poliih  nobles,  who  retain  the  greated,  and,  indeed, 
the  beft  founded  diflike  of  the  partition  in  a  political  view,  mould 
reprefent  that  event  as  having  occafioned  a  diminution  of  the  na- 
tional profperity,  and  efpecially  as  having  diminiflied  the  popula- 
tion, is  extremely  natural.  No  one,  however,  who  reflefls  a  mo- 
ment  on  the  fubjeft,  can  doubt  about  the  falfehood  of  all  fuch 
theories.       The    feizure    of    Dantzic    for   feveral  years  gave  a 

Ereat  (hock  to  its  trade ;  but  for  the  lad  feven  or  eight  /ears,  it 
as  exceeded  the  amount  before  the  partition ;  while  the  trade  of 
Konigfberg  has,  during  the  fame  period,  been  rapidly  increasing, 
that  of  Memel  and  Elbing  almod  created,  and  new  channels  of 
communication  opened  with  the  fouth  of  Europe.  But  we  need 
not  go  any  further  in  this  argument,  than  merely  to  afk,  Whether 
the  polk*  of  the  Audrian  and  Pruflian  dift rifts,  for  example,  and 
the  ceflation  of  thefe  conftant  fecnes  of  turbulence  and  civil  war 
which  prevailed  anting  the  times  of  the  republic,  mud  not  have 

{promoted  in  every  direction  the  efforts  of  indudry,  and  enabled 
'oland  to  fupply  that  increafed  demand  for  her  produce,  which 
the  improvement  of  other  nations,  efpecially  of  England,  her  beft 
cuitomer,  has,  in  the  mean  time,  occafioned.  The  author  of  the 
work  now  before  us  dates  exactly  what  we  (hould  have  expefted 
on  this  topic.  The  nobles,  he  fays,  and  every  one  about  them,  at 
firlt  and  in  public,  feeraed  to  complain  grievoufly  as  often  as  the 
partition  was  mentioned ;  but  he  foon  difcovered  that  fuch  expref- 
fions  were  rather  the  remains  of  romantic  poetical  fentiment  than 
the  feelings  of  real  life.  The  perfons  of  high  rank  and  great 
weight  in  the  country  muft  no  doubt  deeply  regret  the  lofs  of  po- 
litical power ;  but  the  nobles,  as  a  body,  and  dill  more  the  bulk 
of  the  people,  have  well  exchanged  their  nominal  independence 
for  greater  fecurity  and  tranquillity. 

The  quedion,  Whether  France  will  find  many  fupporters,  (hould 
(he  prefs  the  meafure  of  redoring  Poland  ?  naturally  attracts  our 
notice  in  this  part  of  the  fubject.  Without  entering  at  length  in- 
to a  difcuffion  for  which  Mr  Burnett  has  furnifhed  no  materials* 
we  may  fafely  aflert,  that  any  change  which  (hall  redore  the  in- 
fluence of  the  Polifh  nobles,  and  rcyive,  as  it  were,  the  name  and 
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feparate  exiftence  of  the  country,  will  be  exceedingly  acceptable 
to  all  ranks  of  the  inhabitants ;  and  that,  certainly,  no  refinance  to 
fuch  a  change  can  be  expe&ed  in  favour  of  the  prefent  rukrs  of 
the  territory.  But  we  can  as  little  expeft  to  fee  any  rigorous  ex* 
ertion  made  to  promote  this  revolution,  when  we  recoiled  how 
much  the  influence  of  the  Pdlifti  nobles  over  their  vaflals  has  been 
dlminiftied,  at  lead  in  the  Auftrian  and  Ruffian  divifions ;  and 
how  greatly  the  general  averfion  to  the  former  fcenes  of  confafion, 
and  civil  difienfions,  mult  have  increased  during  the  more  tranquil 
period  which  fucceeded  the  final  difmemberment.  The  reftoration 
of  the  whole,  or,  what  is  now  more  likely,  a  portiori  of  Poland  to 
its  rank  as  a  feparate  mdnarchy  or  principality,  would  probably  be 
received  as  a  boon  by  the  inhabitants,  if  attended  with  noetertion  or 
violence ;  but  it  is  a  boon  for  which  they  would  fcarcelv  pay  that,  or 
any  other  price.  In  this  ftatc  of  things,  the  fortunes  of  the  country 
will  be  decided  by  a  battle  or  a  treaty  like  thofe  of  any  other  dif- 
trifts  on  the  Continent,  where  the  wifhes  and  the  interefts  of  the 
people  go  for  nothing.  France  has  already  failed  completely  in 
her  attempts  to  obtain  the  affiftancc  of  the  Poles ;  and,  as  (be 
has  fucceeded  in  her  own  views  without  any  movement  on  their 
part,  we  may  be  fure  (he  will  only  confuktheir  inclinations  in  the 
ufe  which  fhe.  makes  of  her  victory,  as  far  as  fuch  a  compliance 
may  render  the  confequences  of  that  vifiory  more  beneficial  to 
herfelf.  If  we  might  hazard  a  fpeculation  refpeGing  this  fubjed, 
we  (hould  conjecture,  that  Fralice,  having  completely  humbled 
Pruiria,  will  now  endeavour  to  Improve  her  relations  with  Rufiia, 
a  power  fo  far  diftant  from  her,  and  fo  little  liable  to  be  attacked 
by  her,  that  (he  cannot  be  viewed  as  her  natural  enemy.  In  the 
profecutton  of  this  obje&,  France  will  probably  leave  the  greater 
parr  of  the  Ruffian  divifion  of  Poland  in  its  prefent  (late,  granting 
indemnities  in  the  South  for  whatever  (he  takes  of  it.  By  this 
means,  (lie  may  expect  to  prevent  the  chief  danger  to  which  the 
new  Polilh  principality  will  in  future  be  expofed,  namely,  a  new 
league  of  partition  among  the  neighbouring  dates ;  and  we  can 
fenrcely  doubt,  that  (he  will  dill  further  provide  for  the  (lability  of 
this  arrangement,  by  introducing  a  military  organization  for  which 
(he  will  find  many  facilities  in  that  country.  So  long  as  the  pre- 
fent order  of  things  remains  entire  in  France,  nothing  can  prevent 
the  confolidation  of  power  in  this  new  flate  ?  and  the  parent  coun- 
try will  thus  poflefs  an  advanced  pod,  or  rather  an  important 
branch  of  her  own  force,  in  the  midd  of  the  only  enemies  whom 
(he  can  ever  expect  to  refid  her.  The  other  powers  of  Europe, 
during  the  life  of  her  prefent  ruler,  will  have  no  chance  of  fafety' 
but  by  yielding,  temporizing,  doing  every  thing  to  keep  peace 
with  him.     In  the  event  of  his  death,  tney  will  probably  have 
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Come  choice ;  and*  if  they  are  wife — if  they  liften  to  their  ownr 
bed  interefts,  and  are  refolved  not  to  raifc  up  another  conquerory 
they  will  be  fatisfied  with  leaving  things  as  they  (hall  then  find 
them,  and  allowing  each  of  the  new  ftates  which  may  at  that 
time  be  in  exiftence  under  the  protection  of  France,  to  retain  its 
rank  and  independence,  as  if  it  had  from  the  beginning  formed 
parts  of  the  European  commonwealth, —  fatisfied  with  the  termina- 
tion of  its  dependence  upon  the  parent  ftate.  The  cotmfels  which 
England  will  at  that  juncture  be  ready  to  give,  againft  her  own 
belt  tntsrefts  and  thofe  of  her  allies;  will  be  liftened  to  or  reje&ed, 
in  proportion  as  the  refults  of  her  pa  it  operations  (hall  have  failed 
or  focceeded  in  teaching  the  Continent  wifdomj 


AfcT.  XII.  On  the  Hindoo  Systems  of  Astronomy ,  and  t/teir  Con- 
nexion with  History  in  Ancient  and  Modern  Times.  By  J.  Bent- 
ley,  Esq.  From  the  8th  Volume  of  the  Asiatic  Researches. 
Calcutta,  1805. 


o 


*  the  new  objects  which  India  has  offered  to  the  curiofity  of 
the  Weftern  world,  none  have  appeared  more  worthy  ef  at- 
tention than  the  remains  of  agronomical  fcience.  Thefe  frag- 
ments,— preferred  in  a  country  where  the  means  of  acquiring  fuch 
knowledge  is  no  longer  to  be  found ;  the  peculiarity,  and  at  the 
fame  time  the  accuracy  of  the  methods  they  employ ;  the  mixture* 
•f  fable  and  extravagance  introduced  even  in  the  rules  of  trigono- 
metrical calculation,  form  altogether  an  enigma  which  the  anti- 
quary and  the  philofopher  muft  be  equally  defirous  to  refolve. 
The  philofopher,  indeed,  will  be  much  interefted  in  the  inquiry,- 
by  confiderinc  that  the  darknefs  which  covers  the  hiftory  and  the 
chronology  of  the  Eaft,  is  likely  to  be  difpelled,  at  leaft  in  fome 
quarters,  by  the  light  which  may  be  (truck  out  from  the  analyfis 
of  thefe  extraordinary  fragments.  Aftronomy,  more  than  any 
other  portion  of  human  knowledge,  is  capable  of  having  its  hiltory 
traced  by  reafoning  from  principles,  when  other  documents  are 
wanting.  As  the  objeft  of  that  fcience  is  fo  far  immutable,  that 
it  always  prefents  either  the  fame  face,  or  a  face  that  varies 
according  to  fixed  laws ;  it  is  evident,  that  when  we  know  the 
aftronomical  fyftem  of  any  nation,  we  muft  be  enabled  to  judge 
with  fome  accuracy  of  its  (late  of  refinement,  and  of  general  in- 
formation. We  arc  acquainted  with  the  original  \  and  therefore, 
from  knowing  the  copy,  we  can  guefs  with  tolerable  exa&nefs  at 
the  ikill  of  t\v  painter.  Befides,  it  often  happens,  that  there  is  in 
the  picture  certain  data  from  which  its  age  may  be  deduced ; 
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Ac  time  required  to  the  compofition  of  the  work  may  be  ascer- 
tained ;  and  even  the  place  on  the  earth's  furface  where  the  obfer-  . 
nations  were  made,  maybe  di (covered  in  the  fyftem  to  which  they 
have  given  rife. 

The  aftronomy  of  the  Orientals,  therefore,  could  not  fail  to  ex- 
cite the  curiofity  of  men  of  fcience  in  Europe,  as  foon  as  it  be- 
came known  to  diem.  The  firft  intelligence  of  it  was  received  by 
means  of  M.  La  Loubere,  the  ambafTador  of  Lewis  XIV.  to  the 
King  of  Siam,  who  brought  with  him  from  that  country  a  manu- 
script containing  tables  and  rules  for  calculating  Ac  places  of  the 
fun  and  moon.  This  fragment,  though  obfcure  and  imperfed, 
was  explained  by  the  celebrated  Dominic  Cafllni,  into  whofe 
hands  it  was  put,  and  who  bore  teftimony  both  to  its  accuracy, 
and  to  its  great  diflimilitude  to  any  of  the  fyftems  of  aftronomy 
that  had  previoufly  been  heard  of  in  Europe.  After  that  time, 
two  other  fets  of  aftronomical  tables  were  fent  to  Paris  by  the 
French  miffionaries  in  Hindoftan ;  but  they  feem  to  have  lain  un- 
noticed in  the  royal  library  till  the  return  of  Mr  Le  Gcntil  from 
India,  where  he  had  been  to  obferve  the  traniit  of  Venus  in  1769. 
This  aftronomer  returned  poffeffed  of  another  fet  of  tables,  and 
inftru&ed  by  a  learned  Brahmen  in  the  Indian  methods  of  calcu- 
lation* M.  Bailly,  proceeding  on  these  data,  dedicated  an  entire 
volume  to  the  elucidation  of  the  Indian  aftronomy. 

On  the  inftitution  of  the  Afiatic  Society,  the  aftronomy  of  the 
Eali  naturally  became  an  object  of  attention.  Several  papers  illuf- 
trating  different  parts  of  the  monuments  of  that  fcience,  have  ap- 

Eared  in  the  Afiatic  Refearches,  particularly  a  paper  by  Mr 
avis,  and  two  others  by  Mr  Bentley,  one  in  the  fixth,  and  an- 
other (the  particular  obje&  of  this  review)  in  the  8th  volume  of 
the  fame  work. 

The  notion  concerning  the  antiquity  of  the  Indian  aftronomy 
which  M.  Bailly  endeavoured  to  eftablifli,  was,  that  it  reached 
back  to  a  very  remote  period,  earlier  than  any  other  of  the  records 
of  profane  hiitory,  aqd  upwards  of  3000  years  before  the  Chriftian 
CTa.  This  opinion  was  very  prevalent  among  the  learned  in  Europe, 
when  Mr  Bentley  publifhed  the  firft  of  the  papers  above  referred 
to,  where  he  endeavoured  to  (how,  that  the  argument  bf  M.  Bailly 
was  ill  founded,  and  proceeded  on  an  entire  ignorance  of  the/>n/7- 
c'tples  of  the  Indian  aftronomy.  The  paper  before  us  is  directed  to 
the  fame  object,  and  contains  alfo  fome  ftri&ures  on  an  article  in 
our  Teview,  where  fome  of  the  arguments  contained  in  the  former 
paper  were  fhown,  as  we  imagined,  to  be  inconclufive. 

Our  intention,  at  prefent,  is  to  confider  the  antiquity  of  the 
Indian  tables,  purely  as  an  aftronomical  queftion,  and  without 
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Reference  to  any  other  matter  in  the  hiftory  or  mythology  of 
Hindoftan.  It  is  the  nature  of  aftronomical  tables,  as  has  al- 
ready been  remarked,-  to  involve  in  themfelves  evidence  by  which 
their  antiquity  may  generally  be  afcertained,  at  lead  within  certain 
limits.  This  fort  of  internal  evidence,  is  the  firft  thing  to  be  con- 
fidered,  and  is  evidently  a  fubje£t  which  ought  to  be  di  feu  fled  at 
much  as  poflible  on  its  own  merits,  and  without  the  introduction 
of  extraneous  circumftances. 

With  this  view,  we  (hall  now  take  the  liberty  of  examining  Mr 
Bcntlcy's  papers*  on  principles  purely  aftronomical.  We  fball 
endeavour  to  point  out  what  we  conceive  to  be  the  fallacy  of  the 
aftronomical  argument  contained  in  them  \  to  (how,  that  whatever 
be  the  age  of  the  books  in  which  the  aftronomy  of  India  is  now 
contained,  the  aftronomy  itlelf  is  probably  of  an  antiquity  not  in- 
ferior to  what  has  juft  been  mentioned  ;  but  that,  neverthelefs,  we 
fliould  abftain  from  any  abfolute  conclufion  on  either  fide,  till  the 
whole  of  the  evidence  is  laid  before  the  public. 

In  the  Gxth  volume  of  the  Afiatic  Refearches,  Mr  Bentley  treat* 
of  the  antiquity  of  the  ScRYa  SiDDnaNTA,  a  work  that  profefles 
to  have  been  received  by  divine  revelation  about  2,164,899  years 
ago.  The  extravagance  of  this  pretenfion  requires  no  refutation  \ 
but  Mr  Bentley  endeavours  to  (how,  that  the  age  of  it  doc3  not  ex- 
ceed a  few  hundred  years.  We  do  not  however  propofe,  at  this 
time,  to  enter  into  the  qucftion  of  the  age  of  the  Sury.i  Siddhanra, 
or  of  any  other  book,  but  into  that  of  the  aftronomy  contained 
in  thofe  books ;  taking  our  information  from  the  fcience  itfelf, 
and  confining  our  attention,  as  Mr  Bentky.  has  alfo  done,  to 
the  mean  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies  as  laid  down  in  the 
Indian  tables. 
•  Mr  Bentley  fays,  Afiatic  Refearches,  vol.  vi.  p.  537. 

4  Munfirur  BaiJly,  \r\  the  year  1787,  publifhed  at  Pari*,  a  whole 
q  larto  volume  on  the  fubjeel  of  the  Indian  aftronomy  ;  and  Mr  Play» 
fair,  in  the  year  17*9,  publifhtd  a  paper  on  th^  Line  lubjicl  in  the 
Edinburgh  Tranfaciionj.  Tne  principles,  however,  of  the  Hindoo 
fyltema  of  aftronomy,  being  ui. known  to  tbtfc  gentlemen,  and  differing 
widely  in  many  rtfpe&s  from  that  of  the  European0,  the  coucluGona 
oSawn  by  them  felpectin£  the  antiquity  of  the  fcveral  aftronomical 
tjubles  mentioned  by  M .  Bailly,  appear  now  to  he  altogether  unfounded. 
Indeed,  the  materials  which  M.  Bailly  h««d  collected,  were  infufficicnt 
to  eniblt  him  to  form  a  juil  idea  of  the  principles  of  the  Hindoo  fyf- 
tems,  which  being  moftly  aitifkial,  his  method  of  invciligation  (from 
the  quar.tiiy  of  the  mean  annual  motions,  &c.  of  the  planet*,  though 
othcTwifc  perfectly  juft),  became  altogether  inapplicable;  fo  much  fo, 
that  the  tablet  o(  Trivalore,  which  be  bad  fappofed  were  as  old  as  the 
commencement  of  the  prefent  Cali-yug,   at  leaft,  were  a-ftually  written 
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tain  year,  when  the  sun  was  in  the  vernal  equinox,  had  also  been 
observed.  Suppose,  likewise,  that  at  the  end  of  ten  times  365  days 
an'i  6  hours,  or  after  $652  dap  and  a  half,  the  sun's  place  is  again 
observed,  and  is  found  to  be  advanced  beyond  the  vernal  equinox 
by  a  small  arch,  such  as  the  sun  passes  over  in  l\  50*.  then  it  is 
evident  that  the  sun's  annual  motion  has  been  supposed  too 
slow  by  the  tenth  part  of  the  small  arch  of  excess  just  mentioned, 
or  every  year  two  long  by  the  tenth  part  of  lh.  50",  that  is  by  11 
minutes,  so  that  the  true  length  of  the  year  is  365d.  5h.  49m. 

But  now,  let  us  suppose  that,  after  the  first  observation  was 
made,  the  astronomer  had  counted  back  10  years  or  3652  days 
and  a  half,  and  at  the  commencement  of  that  period  had  con- 
cluded the  sun  to  be  in  the  vernal  equinox  ;  then  if  he  compares 
his  second  observation,  not  with  the  first,  which  was  only  1 0  years 
distant  from  itj  but  with  the  fictitious  observation,  wnich  is  20 
years  distant  from  it,  he  will  conclude  that  the  year  has  been 
reckoned  too  long  only  by  the  20th  part  of  lh.  50m.  instead  of 
the  1  Oth,  and  therefore  the  correction  which  he  applies  in  order 
to  obtain  the  true  length  of  the  year  will  be  only  the  half  of  what 
Jie  ought  to  have  applied.  If,  however,  preserving  the  fictiti- 
ous epocha,  other  observations  at  the  distance  of  30,  40,  50  years, 
&c.  be  compared  with  it,  the  corrections  found  will  approxi- 
mate to  the  true  corrections  as  the  Fractions  y,  £,  -J-,  do  to  4> 
f ,  -J  ;  so  that  the  errors  will  decrease  in  the  proportion  of  the 
differences  of  the  above,  or  as  the  fractions  f ,  T'T,  tsj  '&c. 

The  only  effect  here  is  to'^etard  the  progress  of  improvement, 
but  by  no  means  to  give  the  system  any  greater  accuracy  than  its 
principles  naturally  involve. 

If  the  fictitious  epocha  were  taken  at  a  very  great  distance  from 
the  date,  of  the  real  observations,  then  the  progress  of  the  science 
might  be  in  some  measure  stopped ;  the  retardation  of  improve- 
ment would  become  so  great,  that  the  science  would  continue 
in  the  same  state  for  a  vast  number  of  ages.  This  is  in  a  great 
measure  the  case  with  the  Indian  systems,  into  which,  for  rea- 
sons that  we  do  not  know,  but  probably  connected  with  reli- 
gion, such  fictitious  epochas  have  been  introduced.  In  con- 
sequence of  this  fiction,  these  systems  remain  more  stationary 
than  they  would  do  otherwise ;  and  it  seems  as  if  the  astro- 
nomers of  the  East  had  been  led,  by  a  kind  of  instinct,  to  a  de- 
vice that  was  to  give  the  same  inactivity  and  inertness  to  their 
science,  that  pervades  among  them  the  whole  of  the  moral  and 
intellectual  world. 

Now,  admitting  all  this  to  be  juft,  and  to  be  a  true  descrip- 
tion, of  die  Indian  tables  of  aftronomy,  l$t  us  fee  how  it  wilt 
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affe£V  the  argument  concerning  their  antiquity.     It  is  evident, 
that  this  aftronomy,  in  as  far  as  relates  to  the  mean  motions, 
has  little  fufceptibility  of  improvement,  and  cannot  have  acquired 
by  fubftqucnt  observation  much  more  exa&nefs  than  at  the  time 
when  the  tables  were  firft  conftru&ed,  and  the  artificial  fyftem 
introduced.     We  muft  therefore  confider  whatever  exa&nefs  wc 
find  in  fuch  a  fyftem,  as  going  back  to  its  commencement,  when 
the  mean  motions  mu-r  have  been  determined  by  accurate  or  dif- 
tant  obfervations.     Now  this  is  precifcly  the  ground  of  M.  B  ully's 
argument,  which,  therefore,  is  eithervnot  at  all  affc&ed,  or  only  a 
little  ftrengthened  by  the  confederation  fuppofed  by  Mr  Bentley  to 
be  fo  entirely  fubveTfive  of  it.     Indeed,  it  is  on  the  accuracy  of  the 
mean  motions,  as  they  are  actually  fet  down,  that  the  proofs  of  the 
antiquity  of  the  rabies  muft  depend,  and  every  other  condition  may 
be  fafely  fet  afide.     The  circumftance  on  which  Mr  Bentley  lays 
fuch  ftn-fs,  i3  really  extraneous  to  the  conftru&ion  of  the  tables  ; 
it  amounts  to  nothing  but  a  fecurity  that,  in  the  fubftquent  edi- 
tions, they  have  received  but  little  improvement ;  and  M.  Bailly, 
had  he  fuppofed  the  fa&  to  be  as  has  been  dated,  could  not  have 
drawn  any  other  conclufi  jn  than  that  which  he  has  actually  done. 
It  muft  ttill  have  been  by  the  accuracy  of  the  mean  motions,  as 
contained  in  the  tables,  that  their  merit,  and  their  claim  to  an- 
tiquity was  decided.     The  mean  motions  of  the  heavenly  bodies 
can  be  difcovered  in  one  way  only,  viz.  by  the  comparifon  of  ob- 
fervations made  at  a  great  diftance,  in  time,  from  one  another; 
and  the  principles  on  which  this  is  done  muft  be  every  where  the 
fame.     A  man  cannot  fet  about  making  a  fyftem  of  aftronomy  by 
the  mere  force  of  his  fancy  or  his  genius,  as"  he  may  write  a  ro- 
mance or  an  epic  poem.     It  is  not  by  invention,  but  by  obferva- 
tion  and  difcovery,  that  his  taik  is  to  be  performed.     The  prin- 
ciples on  which  he  muft  proceed,  if  he  would  attain  accuracy, 
muft  be  every  where  the  fame,  in  whatever  age  or  country  he  is 
placed, — whether  he  has  gone  to  work  on  the  banks  of  the  Ganges 
or  the  ihores  of  the  Atlantic, — has  lived  in  the  antediluvian  ages, 
or  in  the  nineteenth  century, — has  been  inftru&ed  by  the  philo- 
fophy  of  Newton,  or  amufed  by  the  fiftions  ol  Varaha. 

The  author  of  the  paper  on  the  antiquity  of  the  SuRTa 
SiDDHaNTA  (hould  therefore  have  thought  well  before  he  hazard- 
ed an  aflertion  that  was  to  charge  with  ignorance  or  prefuoiption 
fuch  men  as  Caflini  and  Bailly,  who  had  explained  the  aftronomy  of 
the  Eaft ;  it  was  not  likely  that  an  amateur,  however  diltinguiflied, 
{hould  convict  thefe  aftronomers  of  grofs  ignorance,  or  find  it  fo 
cafy  to  do  nway  their  opinions,  in  a  ^matter  that  concerned  their 
own  proleflion,  —a  fcience  which,  day  and  night,  had  been  for  - 
ipany  years  the  fubjeft  of  their  ftudy. 

.Gg  3  Let 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


4 68  Bentley  wi  /&  Indian  Astronomy.  July 

Let  as  next  confider  the  criterion  which  Mr  Bcntley  himfetf 
propofes  for  determining  the  age  of  a  fyftem  of  aftronomical 
tables,  from  the  confidcration  of  the  tables  themfelves,  independ- 
ently of  teftimony,  tradition,  or  any  external  evidence.  Such  a 
criterion  is  precifely  the  thing  wanted  on  the  prefent  occafion,  but 
we  can  by  no  means  approve  of  that  particular  one  which  he  endea* 
▼ours  to  eftablifh.  It  is  founded  on  this  maxim,  that  the  time  of 
the  conftru&ion  of  any  fet  of  rabies  muft  be  that  at  which  they 
agree  bed  with  the  heavens.  Hence,  when  fuch  tables  are  given, 
and  we  wiih  to  determine  their  antiquity,  we  have  only  to  com- 
pute from  them,  the  places  of  the  fun  and  moon,  &c  for  differ- 
ent times  confiderably  diftant  from  one  another :  to  compare  thefe 
places  with  thofe  given  by  the  beft  modern  tables,  and  the  time 
when  they  approach  the  nearer)  to  one  another,  is  to  be  taken  for 
thr  time  when  the  tables  were  conftru&ed.  As  it  muft  be  an  ob- 
ject, in  all  aftronomical  tables,  to  reprefent  the  ftate  of  the  hea- 
vens tokrably  near  the  truth  at  the  time  when  they  are  com* 
pofed,  it  muft  be  allowed  that  this  rule  is  not  deftitute  of  plaufi- 
frility.  On  ex i ^nation,  however,  it  will  be  found  very  fallacious, 
and  fucL  as  might  lead  into  great  miftakes. 

Astronomical  tables  are  liable  to  errors  of  two  different  kinds, 
that  n  ay  lometimes  be  in  the  fame,  fometimes  in  oppofite  direc- 
tions. One  of  them  concerns  the  radical  places  at  the  epoch 
from  which  the  motions  are  counted  \  the  other  concerns  the 
wean  motions  themfelves,  that  is  to  fay,  the  mean  rate  or  angu- 
lar velocity  of  the  planet.  Of  thefe  trie  fjrft  remains  fixed,  and 
\u  «  ffc  6t  at  all  times  is  the  fame  ;  the  fecond  again  is  variable, 
and  its  effrdt  incieafes  proportionally  to  the  time.  If,  therefore, 
flu- v  aie  oppofite,  the  one  in  excefs,  and  the  other  in  defeft,  they 
muft  paTtly  deftroy  one  another  ;  and  the  one  increafing  continual- 
ly, will  at  length  become  equal  to  the  other,vwhen  there  will,  of 
confluence,  be  no  error  at  all  j  after  which  thd  error  will  fall  on 
the  oppofite  fide,  and  wiir  increafe  continually.  Here,  the  mo- 
ment of  no  error,  or  that  when  the  tables  are  perfeflTy  correft, 
is  evidently  diftant  from  the  time  of  the  conftruftion  of  the  tables, 
and  may  be  very  long,  either  before,  or  after  that  period.  Suppofe, 
for  example,  that,  in  conftrufting  tables  of  the  fun's  motion,  we 
are  to  fet  off  from  the  beginning  of  the  prefent  century,  and  that 
we  make  the  fun's  place  for  the  beginning  of  the  year  1801  more 
advanced  by  ha}f  a  degree  than  it  was  in  reality.  Suppofe,  alfo, 
that  the  mean  motion  (et  down  in  our  tables  is  erroneous  in  a  way 
pppofite  to  the  former,  and  is  lefs  than  the  truth  by  i"  in  a 
year.  The  place  of  the  fun  then  as  affigned  from  the  tables  for 
pyery  year,  tubfeauent  to  looo,  will,  from  the  firft  of  the  above 
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caufcs,  he  half  a  degree  too  far  advanced,  and  from  the  fecond,  it 
will  be  too  little  advanced  by  as  many  feconds  as  there  are  years. 
When  the  number  of  years  becomes  as  great  as  that  of  the  feconds 
in  30',  that  is,  when  it  is  equal  to  1 800,  the  two  errors  will  tle- 
ftroy  one  another,  and  the  tables  will  give  the  place  of  the  fun 
pene£Uy  exa&.  Were  we,  therefore,  to  afcertain  the  age  of  the 
tables  by  Mr  Bentley's  mle,  we  fhould  commit  an  error  of  1 800 
years ;  from  which  we  may  judge  of  the  credit  due  to  that  rule  as 
a  guide  in  chronological  rcfearcnes. 

This  is  the  rule,  however,  by  which  he  judges,  as  far  as  his 
argument  is  purely  astronomical,  of  the  antiquity  of  the  Surya 
Siddhanta.  We  must  confess  that  we  aTe  not  much  disposed 
to  trust  to  so#  precarious  a  guide.  With  rsspect  to  the  evidence 
derived  from  other  sources,  from  the  written  or  the  traditionary 
history  of  Hindostan,  we  abstain  from  any  opinion  at  present, 
and  leave  it  as  a  discussion  more  properly  belonging  to  the  anti- 
quary than  the  astronomer. 

We  shall  now  state,  very  briefly,  our  reasons  for  thinking, 
whatever  may  be  true  of  tne  books  of  the  Indian  astronomy, 
that  the  astrohomy  itself  is  of  great  antiquity.  After  what  we 
have  said  in  his  vindication,  we  shall  not  be  afraid  to  trust  our- 
selves to  the  guidance  of  the  historian  of  astronomy,  though  we 
admit  that  the  extent  to  which  he  has  pushed  some  of  his  argu- 
ments may  require  a  certain  deduction  to  be  made. 

The  precession  of  the  equinoxes  is  one  of  the  celestial  phe- 
nomena which  has  been  found  of  the  greatest  use  in  researches 
like  the  present.  It  was  by  means  of  it  that  Sir  Isaac  Newton 
determined  the  date  of  the  expedition  of  the  Argonauts,  the 
great  hinge  of  his  chronological  system.  The  very  same  means 
of  investigation,  offers  itself  in  the  present  question.  M.  Le 
Gentil  brought  with  him  from  India  the  delineation  of  a  zo- 
diac, on  which  the  constellations  and  the  principal  fixed  stars  are 
marked  with  considerable  accuracy.  The  Indian  zodiac  is  move- 
able ;  it  begins  with  a  certain  point  in  the  starry  heavens,  which 
is  supposed  to  move  forward  from  the  point  of  the  vernal  equi- 
nox, at  the  rate  of  54"  annually.  Now,  in  the  zodiac  of  Le 
Gentil,  the  star  Aldebaran  has  tne  longitude  of  53°  20'  reckon- 
ed from  the  beginning  of  it.  But,  according  to  the  Brahmens, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  Cali  Yug,  or  in  the  year  3 1 02  be- 
fore the  Christian  era,  the  beginning  of  the  zodiac  was  54°  we<^ 
of  the  vernal  equinox,  and  therefore  Aldebaran  which  was  53° 
20'  east  of  the  former  point,  was  40'  to  the  westward  of  the  lat- 
ter, or  of  the  vernal  equinox.  Now,  let  us  see,  according  to 
pur  astronomr,  where  Aldebaran  actually  was  at  the  same  epo- 
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<*ha.  The  longitude  of  that  star,  or  it9  distance  eastward  from 
the  vernal  equinox,  in  the  year  1750,  according  to  the  best  ob- 
servations, was  66°  17'  47"  •,  and  therefore,  reckoning  back,  or 
westward  from  thence,  50 \"  annually,  (which  is  the  mean  rate 
of  the  precession  of  the  equinoxes),  we  shall  find  that  SI  02 
years  before  Christ,  Aldebaran  was  1°  32'  west  of  the  vernal  e- 
quinox.  The  Indian  computation  made  the  same  star  4C  west 
of  the  same  point :  the  difference  is  only  52',  which  is  very  in- 
considerable,, and  answers  in  time  to  about  60  years.  This  co? 
incidence  is  the  more  remarkable,  that  the  Brahmens  by  their 
own  rule  of  allowing  54"  for  the  annual  precession,  couk}  no* 
have  assigned  the  same  place  to  Aldebaran,  by  four  or  live  de« 
jprees,  if  they  had  calculated  back  from  a  modern  observation, 
This  gives  a  nigh  probability  to  the  supposition,  tfiat  the  zodiac 
in  question  represents  the  state  of  the  heavens  for  the  beginning 
of  the  CaJi-Yug ;  at  least,  it  must  be  allowed,  that  we  have  as 
good  authority  for  believing  so,  as  for  holding  the  sphere  of  Chi- 
ron and  Musaeus  to  have  been  constructed,  and  the  expedition 
of  the  Argonauts  to  have  taken  place,  1263  years  before  the  Chris* 
tian  era* 

Let  us  next  inquire  how  the  places  of  the  fun  and  moon,  as 
given  by  the  tables  of  Trivalore  for  the  beginning  of  the  Cali- 
Yug,  agree  with  computations  made  from  the  mod  corre<3:  tables 
of  our  modern  aftronomy.  If  the  author  of  the  former  tables 
calculated  back  to  the  diftance  of  more  than  four  thoufand  years 
from  a  modern  obfervation,  we  may  be  well  afliirtfd  that  he  has 
afforded  fuiBcient  data  for  detecting  the  impofition,  Nothing  but 
aftronomy  in  its  mod  perfect  ft  ate,  enriched  with  the  conclufion* 
derived  from  the  theory  of  gravitation,  is  capable  of  afcending  fa 
far  into^he  ages  that  are  part  ;  and,  unlefs  both  had  copied  froia, 
nature,  there  is  furely  no  probability  that  the  fimple  and  iroper* 
feci:  methods  of  the  Brahmen  (bould  coincide  with  the  refined  cal- 
culus of  the  European  aftronomer, 

M.  Bailly  calculates  from  the  tables  of  Trivalore,  that  at  their 
epoch  anfwering  to  midnight  between  the  17th  and  18th  of  Feb* 
ruary  of  the  year  3102  before  our  era,  the  mean  place  of  the 
fun  was  10s  30  38'  13".  The  fame  calculated  from  La  CaihVs 
tables  is  101  i<*  5'  57",  to  which  mufl  be  added,  1°  45'  22",  oil 
account  of  an  inequality  in  the  preceffion  of  the  equinoxes  difco- 
vered  by  La  Grange,  (Mem.  Acad.  Berl.  1782,  p.  287.)  making 
altogether  io«  2*  51'  19",  not  more  than  47'  different  from  the 
Indian  Tables.  This  fecond  coincidence  adds  much  to  the  pro- 
bability  that  the  Indian  tables  give  the  place*  of  the  heavenly 
bodies,  from  obfervations  not  much  more  recent  than  the  ancient 
eppqh  to  which  they  profefs  to  be  adapted. 
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The  moon's  motion  affords  another  remarkable  verification  of 
thefe  refults.  The  place  of  the  moon  calculated  from  Mayer's  tablet 
for  the  inftant  of  the  beginning  of  the  Cali-Yug,  as  above  defin- 
ed, to  the  meridian  of  Benares,  is  io»  o°  51'  16".  This  is  on  the 
fuppofition,  that  the  moon's  mean  motion  has  been  always  at  the 
fame  rate  as  at  the  beginning  of  the  laft  century.  But  it  is  known 
that  the  moon's  motion  was  flower  in  former  ages;  and,  on  count* 
ing  back,  is  found  uniformly  retarded,  at  the  rate  of  9"  in  a  cen- 
tury. This  quantity,  accumulating  as  the  fquares  of  the  times, 
amounts,  in  4S01  years,  to  50  45'  44",  which,  added  to  the  mean 
place  already  found,  gives  1  o«  6°  3  7'.  But  the  fame  calculated 
from  the  Trivalore  Tables  is  io«  6°  o',  fo  that  the  difference  does 
not  amount  to  two  thirds  of  a  degree.  This  coincidence,  if  we 
conGder  that  the  allowance  for  the  retardation  of  the  moon  in 
paft  ages  is  an  element  quite  unknown  to  the.Brahmens,  can 
be  referred  to  no  fource  but  a&uaf  observation. 

Let  us  now  make  the  fame  experiment  with  the  tables  of  the 
Greek  and  Arabian  aftronomers,  by  deducing  from  them  the 
places  of  the  fun  and  moon,  for  the  epoch  of  the  Cali-Yug.  If 
we  take  the  tables  of  Ptolemy,  and  go  back  from  the  era  of  Na» 
bonaffar  to  that  juft  mentioned,  including  the  difference  between 
the  meridians  of  Alexandria  and  Trivalore,  we  fhaji  find  the  longi- 
tude of  the  fun  io*  130  59'  28",  and  that  of  the  moon  io*  17° 
52'  7",  each  differing  more  than  1 1°  from  the  places  that  have  juft 
been  calculated. 

If  we  next  appeal  to  the  tables  of  the  Tartar  prince  Ulugh- 
Beigh,  cohftru&ed  in  the  year  1437  at  Samarcand,  not  far  from 
India,  and  deduced  from  a  companion  of  the  Arabic  and  the  Greek 
observations,  we  find  that  in  place  of  the  fun  for  the  beginning 
of  the  Caly-Yug,  there  is  an  error  of  i°  3c/,  and  in  that  of  the 
moQB  of  no  lefs  than  6°. 

On  confidering  ail  thefe  circumftances,  the  coincidence  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  difference  on  the  other,  what  is  the  conclufion 
that  any  man  of  ptain  fenfe  and  tolerable  impartiality  will  be 
inclined  to  draw  ?  When  he  finds  the  calculus  of  the  Indian 
Bra h mens  more  accurate  than  that  of  the  aftronomers  of  Greece 
and  Arabia,  and  agreeing  in  its  delineation  of  the  (late  of  the 
heavens,  at  a  remote  epocha,  with  the  improved  aftronomy  of  mo- 
dern Europe,  can  he  doubt  that  it  is  from  having  had  accek  to 
records  which  went  back  to  that  epocha,  that  this  fuperior  accuracy 
is  derived  ?  The  aftronomers  of  Greece,  and  even  of  Tartary, 
had  every  advantage  above  thofe  of  Hindoitan,  except  what  might 
be  derived  from  the  antiquity  of  fcience;  and  yet  they  have  fallei| 
into  great  errors,  which  the  latter  have  entirely  avoided.     Is  it 
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not,  therefore,  to  the  antiquity  of  their  fciqnce  alone,  that  the 
aftronomers  of  India  are  indebted  for  this  proud  diftin&ion  ? 

The  arguments  here  dated  muft,  we  think,  be  acknowledged 
to  give  great  probability  to  the  opinion,  that  the  an  of  aftronomi- 
cal  obfervation  is  of  high  antiquity  in  India,  and  goes  back  not 
lefs  than  3000  years  before  the  Chriftian  era.  We  muft  not, 
however,  fuppofe  that  this  conclufion  extends  to  the  books  or 
tables  of  this  aftronomy,  as  they  now  exift.  A  fcience  muft  al- 
ways be  older  than  the  books  that  treat  of  it.  This  is  particularly 
the  cafe  with  aftronomy,  which  muft  have  been  cultivated  for 
many  ages  before  any  thing  entitled  to  the  name  of  an  aftronomicai 
table  could  poflibly  exift.  Our  argument  goes  no  further  than  to 
prove,  that  observations  were  made  and  recorded  at  fuch  a  remote 
date  as  has  juft  been  mentioned ;  and  that  thofe  observations  were 
fubfervient  to  the  conftru&ion  of  the  tables  now  exiiting  in  India. 
It  is  material  to  obferve,  that  this  is  the  true  ftate  of  the  queftion  ; 
and  that  our  argument  does  not  immediately  concern  the  date  of  the 
prefent  books  of  aftronomy,  or  the  age  of  the  authors  by  whom 
they  were  compofed.  The  tables,  many  of  them,  do  not  profeft  to 
be  very  ancient ;  thofe  of  Kiftnabaram  are  not  faid  to  be  older  than 
1491 ;  and  the  tables  of  Trivalore,  the  moft  accurate  of  all,  as  far 
as  we  know,  may  be  no  older  than  Mr  Bentley  fuppofes.  *  All  this, 
however,  is  quite  compatible  with  the  greater  antiquity  of  the 
fcience.  The  works  that  have  now  been  mentioned,  and  indeed 
all  the  aftronomicai  books  in  India,  of  which  we  have  any  in- 
formation, are  obvioufly  derived  from  others  more  perfect  and 
more  extenfive  than  themfelves,  and  muft  be  regarded  as  an 
abridgement  or  compendium  of  a  fcience  that!  has  exifted  in  a 
fuller  and  more  enlarged  form.  What  the  revolutions  were  by 
which  this  change  has  been  efle&ed,  is  not  the  fubjeft  of  the 
prefent  inquiry,  and  falls  not  within  our  province  to  difcufs.  £ut 
it  is  proper  to  obferve,  that  our  pofition  may  be  true ;  and  the 
aflertions  of  Mr  Bentley,  concerning  the  age  of  the  authors  of  the 
books  we  have  been  treating  of,  and  alfo  of  the  Surya  Siddhanta, 
may  alfo  be  perfe£Uy  juft.  The  fcience  and  the  books  muft  by 
no  means  be  identified ;  and  it  is  by  doing  this  improperly  that  fo 

much 

#  The  dates  of  the  a&ual  compofition  of  the  table*  were  fully  un- 
derftood  to  be  modern  before  Mr  Bentley  wrote.  The  tables  of  Siam 
were  referred  by  Caflini  to  the  year  638  of  our  era  ;  thofe  of  Kiitna- 
baram  by  M.  Bailly  to  1491  ;  and  thofe  of  Narfapoor  to  1569.  In 
thofe  of  Trivalore,  there  is  a  date,  as  the  fame  aftronomer  obferves, 
that  comes  down  to  1282  of  our  era. 
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much  room  has  beerr  given  for  controverfy,  in  a  queftion,  where, 
if  not  the  truth,  yet  furely  the  probability,  is  very  clearly  to  be 
diftinguifhed. 

When  M.  Bailly's  account  of  the  Indian  aftronomy  made  its 
appearance,  the  Surya  Siddhanta  was  hardly  known  m  Europe. 
The  inftitution  of  the  AGatic  Society,  which  has  been  of  fuch 
benefit  to  all  that  regards  the  antiquities  of  India,  Could  not  fail 
to  make  us  fpeedily  acquainted  with  a  work  that  was  held  in  the 
higheft  eftimatipn  over  all  the  Eaft.  The  antiquity  of  it  has  been 
conceived  to  be  very  great,  as  it  is  reckoned  the  moft  ancient  aftro- 
nomical  treatife  of  the  Hindoos ;  but,  according  to  Mr  Bentley, 
that  antiquity  extends  to  no  more  remote  period  than  the  year  1068 
of  our  era.  The  main  argument  on  which  this  determination  i» 
founded,  feems  to  us  fubje&  to  confiderable  difficulty.  (Afiatic 
Researches,  vol.  VI.  p.  544,  and  568,  &c.j  alfo  vol.  Y III.  p.  216.) 
It  fuppofes,  what  is  by  no  means  certain,  that  the  Hindoo  aftro- 
nomers  deduced  the  mean  motions  of  the  planets  from  a  comparU 
fon  of  a  real  observation  with  one  that  was  purely  fi&itious.  This 
is  nowhere  proved  by  Mr  Bentley,  though  taken  as  the  bafis  of  all 
his  computations.  It  is  more  likely  that  the  Brahmens  deduced' 
thofe  motions  as  all  other  aftronomers  have  done,  from  a  compa- 
nion of  two  or  more  obfervations  made  at  a  great  diftance  of  time. 
The  firft  mentioned  method  could  not  affift  them  in  the  outfet ; 
and  before  they  could  employ  it  at  all,  they  mud  have  made  ufe 
of  that  which  has  been  laft  mentioned.  For,  fuppofe  that  the 
Hindoo  aftronomer  was  difpofed  to  proceed  in  the  manner  now  de- 
fcribed,  and  that,  knowing  the  place  of  the  fun  and  moon  at  a  par- 
ticular inftant,  by  his  own  obfervation,  he  affumed,  as  a  fad,  that 
thefe  bodies  were  in  conjunction  in  a  certain  point  of  the  heavens  * 
648000  year*  ago.  In  order  to  deduce  any  confequence  from  this 
fuppofition,  he  muft  know  how  many  days  are  in  64800b  years, 
and  alfo  how  many  revolutions  of  the  moon  are  contained  in  that 
period.  But  whence  does  he  derive  this  information  ?  It  is  the  very 
thing  which  he  is  fuppofed  to  be  in  fearch  of ;  fo  that  we  have  here 
a  real  begging  of  the  queftion,  a  pttitio  principle  fuch  as  a  theorift, 
fitting  in  his  cabinet,  has  often  enpugh  been  guilty  of,  but  which 
no  practical  artift  was  ever  in  danger  of  committing.  We  have 
therefore  demonftrative  evidence,  that  neither  the  foundation  of 
the  Hindoo,  nor  of  any  other  fyftem,  was  laid  on  the  prin- 
ciple which  is  here  referred  to.  If  indeed  that  principle  was  ever 
employed,  it  muft  have  been  in  adjufting  and  altering  the  refults 
that  had  been  obtained  from  an  adtual  comparifon  of  obfervations; 

and 
>  .    ,    ■  ■  * 

*  Asiatic  Refcarches,  vol.  VI.  p.  539. 
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and  would  then  only  have  the  effeft  already  pointed  out,  of  re* 
tardin^  the  prcgrefs  of  aftronomical  improvement. 

In  fome  p  *rts  of  the  argument,  we  acknowledge,  however, 
that  Mr  BentleyV  reafoning  is  l»fs  exceptionable.  The  mean 
motions  of  the  moon,  and  of  the  planets  that  are  liable  to  fe- 
culnr  equations  of  very  long  periods,  and  of  which  the  law  is 
known,  are  very  proper  for  affording  the  meuis  of  judging  when 
the  Hindoo  determinations  of  thofe  motions  were  made.  The 
difquifition,  however,  to  which  this  leads,  is  a  very  delicate  one, 
and  appears  to  us  to  require  the  foltition  of  fome  analytical  pro- 
blems of  confiderable  difficulty.  Were  we,  from  the  ftatement 
which  Mr  Bentley  has  given  of  the  moon's  mean  motion  from 
the  Surya  Siddlianta,  (where  it  is  confidently  flower  than  in  the 
prefent  age),  to  form  a  grofs  eftimate  of  the  age  of  that  book,  we 
fhould  be  difpofed  to  refer  it  to  a  more  remote  antiquity  than  any 
that  has  been  yet  afcribed  to  the  aftronomy  of  India.  But  on  this 
eKimate  we  can  place  no  reliance,  as  it  is  made  without  the  pre- 
vious inveftigations  which  have  juft  been  hinted  at. 

Many  collateral  arguments  might  be  brought  from  other  quar- 
ters to  support  the  antiquity  of  the  Indian  astronomy.  Beside 
the  mean  motions,  several  other  elements  in  the  tables  have  the 
appearance  of  belonging  to  a  very  remote  period.  The  obliquity 
of  the  ecliptic,  the  length  of  the  solar  year,  the  aphelion  of  Ju- 

Eiter,  the  equation  of  Saturn's  centre,  and  the  mean  motion  of 
oth  these  planets,,  correspond  well  with  the  commencement  of 
the  Caly-Yug.  Another  element,  the  equation  of .  the  sun's 
centre,  to  which  the  Hindoo  tables  assign  a  magnitude  consiuer- 
ably  larger  than  it  has  at  present  (2°  10'  32",  instead  of  1°  55\') 
is  regarded  by  M.  Bailly  as  leading  to  the  same  conclusion.  It 
is  indeed  certain,  that  the  irregularity  just  referred  to  was  greater 
in  former  ages  than  it  is  in  the  present  $  and  that  the  earth's  orbit 
is  tending  more  and  more  to  circularity,  when,  for  a  time  at 
least,  the  equation  just  mentioned  will  entirely  vanish.  La  Place, 
however,  has  taken  notice  of  a  circumstance  which  escaped  the 
.observation  of  his  brother  academician,  and  which  tends  to  inva- 
lidate the  conclusion  which  he  drew  from  the  above  mentioned 
irregularity.  The  equation  to  the  sun's  centre,  as  given  in  the 
Hindoo  tables,  includes  in  it  that  equation  or  irregularity  of  the 
moon's  motion,*  known  by  the  name  of  the  Annual  Equation. 
This  happens,  because  it  is  the  object  of  those  tables  to  exhibit  the 
relative  motion  of  the  sun  and  moon,  at  the  time  of  the  eclipses  of 
these  luminaries.  They,  therefore,  have  very  nuturaiiy  united 
together  the  irregularities  that  belong  to  each  of  the  bodies,  and 
fcave  considered  the  amount  as  belonging  only  to  one  of  then.,  by 

which 
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which  their  relative  motion  is  equally  well  represented,  and,  ap- 
parently, with  more  simplicity.  The  blending  together  of  these 
two  irregularities,  has  therefore  produced  a  greater  equation  of  the 
sun's  centre  thanjs  admitted  in  our  astronomy,  where  they  are 
separately  considered.  This  observation,  therefore,  takes  away 
the  force  of  one  of  M;  Bailly's  arguments,  though  we  must  say- 
that,  nevertheless,  it  does  not  materially  affect  his  general  con- 
clusion. We  have  stated  this  the  more  particularly,  both  be- 
cause impartiality  required  that  we  should  conceal  nothing  that 
affected  die  argument  either  way,  but  because  we  think  that, 
after  twenty  years,  during  which  the  Astrouomie  Indienne  has  been 
before  the  public,  this  is  the  only  argument  contained  in  it,  that, 
on  fair  and'  solid  grounds,  can  be  said  to  have  lost  any  of  its 
force. 

Beside  the  arguments  that  tend  immediately  to  prove  the  anti- 

Suity  of  the  astronomy  of  the  Hindoos,  there  are  others  that 
6  so  indirectly,  by  marking  it  as  a  system  distinct  from  those  that 
axe  known  to  have  existed  m  Greece  and  Arabia,  the  only  coun- 
tries, it  would  appear,  from  which  India  can  have  borrowed.  We 
had  occasion  already  to  remark  the  great  difference  between  the 
tables  of  Tiivalote  and  those  of  Ptolemy,  and  of  Ulugh-Beigh, 
when  we  calculated  from  them  the  places  of  the  sun  and 
moon  at  the  beginning  of  the  Cali-yug.  We  might  remark  the 
same  sort  of  dissimilitude  on  comparing  them  either  with  the  A- 
rabic  or  the  Persian  tables,  so  that  they  seem  essentially  dis- 
tinguished from  all  die  systems  of  ancient  astronomy,  of  which 
any  distinct  records  have  been  preserved. 

In  several  of  the  other  astronomical  methods,  not  contained  im- 
diatety  in  the  tables,  the  same  appearance  of  originality  is  discover- 
ed. Such  is  the  rule  by  which  the  Brahmen  of  Trivalore,  who  in- 
structed Le  Gentil,  computed  the  length  of  die  day,  at  the  different 
seasons  of  the  year.  That  ruie  consisted  in  an  approximation  to  a 
trigonometric  result,  made  by  a  method  quite  peculiar,  and  appli- 
cable only  to  very  low  latitudes*  The  trigonometry  contained  in 
the  Surya  Siddhanta,  of  which  Mr  Davis  has  given  so  curious  at* 
account,  is  very  different  from  any  thing  of  the  same  sort  that 
we  meet  with'  in  other  quarters.  The  theorem  from  which  the 
investigation  of  the  sines  is  deduced  in  that  trigonometry,  has 
been  pointed  out  (Edin.  Trans,  vol.  IV.),  and  is  a  proposition  that 
was  known  to  the  Greek  geometers,  but  not  applied  by  them  in 
a  way  at  all  similar  to  that  explained  in  the  Surya  Siddhanta. 
The  remark  on  which  the  computation  in  that  work  proceeds,  that 
each  number  in  the  tables  is  related  in  the  same  way  to  the  two 
that  go  before  it,  is  abundantly  eubtle^sjid  escaped  the  mathema- 
ticians of  Europe,  till  widiin  two  ccnturie*  of  the  present  time. 
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To  this  we  may  add  the  rectification  of  the  circle,  or  the  com- 
putation of  the  length  of  its  circumference  made  by  a  rule  known 
in  India  before  it  was  known  in  Europe,  and  remarkable  for  its 
accuracy.  This  we  are  informed  of  in  the  Institutes  of  Akbar, 
where  the  proportion  of  the  circumference  to  the  diameter  is  said 
to  be  stated  by  the  Hindoos,  at  3927  to  1250,  which  is  the  same 
with  that  of  3.  14 16  to  I  j  an  approximation  very  near  the  truth, 
and  the  same  which  we  now  employ  in  our  computations,  though 
we  believe,  that  it  was  hardly  known  in  Europe  at  the  time  when 
the  Emperor  Akbar  reigned  in  India.  (Ayeen  Akbery,  Vol.  IIL 
p.  32.) 

The  consideration  of  these  facts,  and  of  many  more  which  it 
would  be  easy  to  produce,  ought  to  keep  our  curiosity  alive  to  the 
remains  of  science  in  the  East.  Their  extent  and  accuracy  are  so 
considerable, — their  origin  and  genealogy  so  completely  un- 
known,—they  are  united  with  so  much  extravagance  and  super- 
stition, and  so  totally  separated  from  any  general  stock  of  know- 
ledge, that  we  cannot  but  consider  them  as  forming  altogether 
the  most  enigmatical  monument  of  antiquity  that  is  to  be  found 
od  the  face  of  the  earth.  We  wish  to  consider  this  subject  as 
still  requiring  much  investigation,  and  we  would  wish  to  prevent 
opinion  from  taking,  on  wis  head,  any  fixed  and  determinate 
position.  The  probability  seems  to  us  to  be  much  in  favour  of 
the  great  antiquity  of  these  curious  remains ;  and  we  hope  that 
the  preceding  statement  may  do  something  to  keep  awake  the 
wonder  which  their  first  appearance  and  the  commentaries  of  M*. 
Bailly  had  tended  to  excite.  We  are  the  more  adverse  to  Mr 
Bentley 's  opinion,  that  it  tends  to  lessen  the  interest  in  this  sub- 
ject,— to  remove  that  admiration  which  is  the  most  powerful 
stimulus  to  inquiry, — and  to  make  us  sit  down  contented  with  the 
supposition,  that  all  the  remarkable  coincidences  in  the  Indian 
Astronomy  are  the  mere  effects  of  chance  or  artifice.  We  have 
no  doubt  that  the  zeal  of  this  learned  and  ingenious  author,  to 
diminish  the  surprise  which  the  Indian  Astronomy  has  produced* 
arises  from  the  love  of  truth,  and  the  natural  desire  of  bringing 
what  seems  extraordinary  down  to  a  conformity,  or  a  level,  with, 
the  ordinary  course  of  things.  But,  in  doing  this,  let  him  be- 
ware of  extinguishing  curiosity,  while  any  thing  of  value  remains 
to  be  known ;  and  let  him  take  care  that  while  he  would  do  away 
the  delusions  of  others,  he  is  not  trying  to  recommend  a  phan- 
tom of  his  own. 

A  great  degree  of  scepticism  on  this  subject  ought  most  care- 
fully to  be  preserved,  till  the  industry  and  learning  of  the  Asiatic 
Society,  to  which  we  have  already  so  great  obligations,  shall  fur- 
nish 
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nish  us  with  a  more  complete  catalogue  and  description  of  the  re- 
mains of  Oriental  science.  We  may  then  decide,  whether  the 
East  has  only  borrowed  from  the  West ;  or  whether  it  be  true, 
as  Lucian  says,  '  that  it  was  in  India  that  philosophy  first  alight- 
ed on  the  earth. ' 


Art.  XIII.  Some  Account  of  New  Zealand,  particularly  the  Bay 
of  Islands,  and  furrounding  Country,  with  a  Defcription  of  the 
Religion  and  Government,  Language,  Arts,  ManufatJures,  Man* 
ners  and  Ctifloms  of  the  Natives,  teV.  feV.  By  John  Savage, 
Efq.  Surgeon  and  Correfponding  Member  of  the  Royal  Jen- 
nenan  Society.     8vo.    pp.118.    London,  Murray.     1807. 

HPhis  is  a  publication  of  confiderable  merit,  and  of  very  modeft 
**■  pretentions.  The  author  having  had  occafion,  we  prefume 
in  the  way  of  his  profeffion,  to  vifit  a  part  of  the  world  very  little 
known  to  Europeans,  noted  down  fuch  particulars,  reipeding  the 
country  and  its  inhabitants,  as  he  had  an  opportunity  of  obferv- 
ing.  The  knowledge  of  thefe  remarks  was  likely  to  intereft  men 
of  fpeculative  habits,  and  affift  fucceeding  navigators.  He  there- 
fore has  made  them  public.  As  his  materials,  from  the  nature  of 
the  fubjeft,  and  his  fliort  refidence,  were  neceflarfly  fcanty,  he 
has  given  them  juft  as  he  colletted  them,  without  the  trick  of 
expanding  them  into  a  large  and  coftly  volume,  by  means  of  ex- 
cerpts from  former  works,  the  introdu&ion  of  things  foreign  to 
the  fubjeft,  and  the  various  other  refources  of  the  book-making 
art.  For  fetting  fo  good  an  example,  he  deferves  our  thanks* 
Thofe  who,  from  accidental  circumftances,  become  poflefled  of 
curious  information,  fhould,  without  fcruple,  give  it  to  the 
world,  although  its  trifling  bulk  may  fubje&  them  to  the  imputa- 
tion'of  publifliing  a  little  book,  and  bar  them  from  the  gains  of 
a  coftly  quarto.  That  we  may  contribute  our  (hare  towards  the 
encouragement  of  fo  good  a  pra&ice,  we  (hall  endeavour  to  make 
our  readers  acquainted  with  this  fmall  volume. 

New  Zealand,  from  its  difcovery  by  the  celebrated  Tafman  in 
1642,  did  not  attract  the  particular  attention  of  navigators  until 
1770,  when  Captain  Cook  accurately  furveyed  a  confiderable  por- 
tion of  it,  and  found  that  it  'yeas  divided  into  two  large  iflands  by 
a  ftraight.  He  colle&ed  likewife  a  number  of  interefting  particu- 
lars refpedHng  the  country  and  the  natives ;  but  his  observations 
were  confined  to  the  fouthern  ifland.  Since  the  time  of  Captain 
Cook,  we  have  no  information  refpe&ing  New  Zealand,  except 
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*  few  unconne&ed  details  given  by  l^r  CoHins  in  Ms  account  of 
N<w  Soutb  Wales,  upon  me  authority  of  two  New-Zealanders, 
who  refided  for  fome  months  in  that  colony.  Mr  Savage  paffed 
a  part  of  the  months  of  September  and  Oftober  1 805  in  the  Bay 
of  Iflands,  a  fine  bay  on  the  north-eaft  coaft  of  the  northern 
ifland.  During  that  time,  he  had  conftant  intercourfe  with  the 
natives ;  and  he  brought  one  of  them  away  with  him,"  from  whom^ 
in  the  ccurfe  of  the  long  voyage  home,  he  obtained  confider- 
able  additions  to  his  information.  The  Bay  of  iflands,  to  the 
neighbourhood  of  which  his  remarks  are  confined,  is  not  fai  dif- 
tant  from  the  molt  northerly  point  of  New  Zealand.  The  obferv- 
ition  of  Captain  Cook  was  direfted'to  the  oppofite  quarter.  Mr 
Savage  has  given  his  information  in  a  plain  and  unambitious  man- 
ner. He  begins  at  once  with  the  fubjed,  and  neither  ekes  but 
hU  book  by  accounts  of  the  outward  voyage,  nor  aroufes  us  witk 
narratives  of  perfonal  adventures.  The  voyage  home  is  only  al- 
luded to  as  illuftrative  of  the  habits  of  the  native  who  accompa- 
nied him. 

The  Bay 'of  Iflands  lies  in  latitude  35  °  6'  fouth,  and  longitude 
174*  43'  eaft,  between  two  points  called  in  the  maps  Gape  Brit 
and  Cape  Colville.  The  anchorage  is  excellent,  and  of  eafy  ap- 
proach. The  neighbourhood  furnifhes  an  abundant  fupply  of  the 
peft  potatoes.  For  this  reafon,  it  is  a  point  of  great  importance  to 
navigators  to  be  acquainted  with  the  appearances  of  the  land  from 
the  lea,  and  with  fuch  other  circumstances  as  may  affift  them  in 
reaching  the  harbour.  Our  author  gives  feveral  neat  fketches, 
and  a  number  of  dire&ions,  which  cannot  fail  to  prove  highly 
ufeful  in  this  refpeft.  We  regret  that  he  did  not  attempt  to  lay 
ttown  the  Bay,  of  which  we  T>elieve  no  chart  whatever  exifts. 
A  fey*  observations,  in  addition  to  thofe  which  he  or  his  compa- 
nions feem  to  have  made,  would  have  enabled  him  to  do  fo  ;  and 
at  any  rate,  he  (hould  have  given  us  a  map  of  the  iflands  of  New 
Zealand,  according  to  the  received  notions  of  their  extent  and 
pofition,  although  he  had  merely  taken  it  from  the  works  of  for- 
mer navigators,  or  the  common  charts. 

The  vegetable  produce  of  the  spot  in  question,  though  limited 
in  point  of  variety,  is  apparently  very  valuable.  The  flax,  not- 
withstanding every  disadvantage  of  an  extremely  rude  culture,  is 
of  excellent  quality.—  the  fibres  five  or  six  feet  long,  and  the 
appearance  beautiful  and  silky*  The  root  of  the  fern,  which 
glows  in  abundance  wUd,  furnishes  a  nourishing  juice  to  the  na- 
tives, who  chiefly  live  upon  it.  Potatoes,  which  they  cultivate 
ivith  considerable  skill,  and  chiefly  reserve  for  traffic  with  the 
f  hips  that  arrive,  are  produced  in  sufHeient  plenty,  and  perfect, 
1  both 
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both  in  flavour  and  for  keeping.  They  are  carefully  preserved 
upon  platforms,  supported  by  a  single  post  about  ten  feet  from 
the  ground,  in  order  that,  on  the  arrival  of  a  vessel,  they  may  be 
exchanged  for  iron,  the  article  most  of  all  wanted  by  those  peo- 
ple, and  for  which  they  have  only  a  wretched  substitute,  in  a 
species  of  semitransparent  green  talc,  used  for  making  their  tools 
as  well  as  ornaments,  before  their  intercourse  with  Europeans,  but 
now  chiefly  confined  to  the  latter  employment.  Next  to  the  fern 
root,  and  as  much  of  the  potato  as  they  can  afford  to  consume, 
their  chief  resource  is  in  fishing,  at  which,  like  all  the  Southern 
Islanders,  they  are  extremely  skilful.  Their  hooks  are  formed 
jo£  the  car-shell,  unless  when  they  procure  iron  ones  from  Euro*, 
peans.  Their  nets  and  lines  are  admirably  well  made  of  the  na» 
tive  flax ;  so  much  to,  indeed,  that  our  author  recommends  all 
ships  which  touch  there  to  lay  in  some  of  their  lines  for  fishing  on 
the  voyage.  A  mode  of  dressing  fish  in  use  among  them,  is  rather 
curious,  as  proving  their  want  of  one  of  our  simplest  operations, 
and  a  certain  ingenuity  in  supplying  it.  When  a  fish  is  to  be 
toiled,  it  is  wrapt  up  in  a  quantity  of  cabbage  leaves,  which  are 
tied  about  it  witn  tendrils.  It  is  then  laid  on  a  heated  stone,  and 
turned  repeatedly.  The  steam  completely  boils  it,  and  the  cab- 
bage is  eaten  ajong  with  it.  Our  author  assures  us  that  this  dish 
is  excellent.  They  sometimes  dress  their  potatoes  in  the  same 
manner.  *!Phe  dog  is  almost  their  only  animal  food.  Thus,  from 
the  abundance,  especially  of  fish  and  fern,  they  are  seldom  in 
want  of  subsistence.  Tneir  canoes  are  well  made  of  the  trunk 
of  the  fir  tree,  which  grows  to  an  enormous  size.  Sometimes 
they  fix  two  together,  when  engaged  in  warlike  operations  ;  and 
the  double  canoe  will  contain  thirty  fighting  men.  Their  huts 
are  wattled,  and  exceedingly  well  thatched.  They  have  separate 
theds  at  some  distance,  for  the  purposes  of  cookery.  In  all  these 
particulars,  they  are  greatly  superior,  as  will  easily  be  perceived, 
to  the  natives  of  New  Holland. 

The  character  of  the  New-Zealanders  is  much  more  favourably 
spoken  of  by  Mr  Savage  than  by  any  of  his  predecessors.  He 
admits,  that,  like  all  barbarians,  {hey  are  liable  to  the  sudden  im- 
pulses of  violent  passions,  over  which  they  can  exercise  no  con- 
troul.  But  he  asserts,  that  they  are,  upon  the  whole,  of  a  friendly 
and  affectionate  disposition,  and  gives  the  following  anecdote  as  a 
proof  of  it. 

•  We  had  conftantly  a  number  of  native*  on  board  the  (hip  ;  many  re- 
mained two  or  three  days  without  vifitit.g  the  (hore,  and  others  vifitrd 
it  daily.  One  day,  it  blowing  very  tiroi  g,  a  canoe,  in  which  wtrc 
women  and  children  onlv,  attempting  to  approach  *ht  (hip,  upfet  ;  the 
lamentation*  of  thofc  e*n  board  the  (hip  were  ex^icScd  in  a  moft  affr£l- 
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log  manner  ;  bat  we  were  too  much  engaged  in  lowering  down  i  boat 
to  fare  the  lives  of  the  poor  creatures,  to  attend  to  thofe  who  were  ex- 
preffiog  fo  much  apprehenfion  for  their  fafety.  Happily  the  boat  (aved 
every  life  :  the  women  clung  to  the  canoe  with  one  hand»  and  in  almoft 
every  in  dance  fupported  a  child  with  the  other,  their  own  fafety  appear- 
ing evidently  to  be  a  fecondary  confident  ion.  Their  fituatioo  for  fome 
time  was  extremely  perilous,  and  that  of  the  natives  on  board  the  (hip 
truly  pitiable,  till  they  found  that  the  boat  arrived  in  time  to  refcue  the 
women  and  children  from  a  watery  grave.  Then  their  diftrefs  gave  way 
to  the  mod  tumultuous  joy  :  and  when  the  poor  half-drowned  fhiveriog 
females  and  their  children"  were  brought  on  board,  the  congratulations 
on  their  efcape,  and  their  kind  and  foothing  attentions,  were  fnch  at 
would  by  no  means  have  difgraced  the  moral  character  of  the  moft  re* 
fined  European  ;  thofe  who  had  remained  on  board  immediately  drip- 
ping themfelves  of  their  matt  to  cover  their  friends  or  relatives,  who  had 
a  much  greater  occafion  for  them* 

*  It  was  upon  this  occurrence  only  that  the  natives  received  any  flroof 
liquor ;  I  prevailed  upon  them  to  take  a  little  wine,  which  their  con- 
fidence in  me  induced  them  to  receive  as  a  medicine  to  prevent  the  ef- 
fects of  cold  ;  (hewing,  however,  the  great  eft  folicitude  for  the  health 
of  their  children,  by  helping  them  before  they  took  any  themfelves.  • 

p.  3  — 38- 

Their  character  for  cannibalism  is  well  known  j  but  our  author 
here  also  attempts  to.  vindicate  them.  They  acknowledge,  he 
says,  that  in  times  of  great  scarcity,  they  have  been  driven  to  eat 
human  flesh  ;  but  since  the  introduction  of  potatoes,  the  practice 
has  become  much  less  prevalent, '  as  they  give  that  root  a  decided 
preference. '  He  states,  however,  that  in  war,  as  a  token  of  vic- 
tory and  for  the  gratification  of  c  revenge, '  they  devour  some  of 
their  prisoners  ; — not  the  whole,  Mr  Savage  observes,  but  only  the 
chief,  whose  body  they  divide  among  them  and  eat.  Of  the 
'proneness  to  suicide  mentioned  by  Mr  Collins,  nothing  whatever  is 
said.  It  is  indeed  an  exceeding  unlikely  story ;  and  we  believe  that 
respectable  author  must  have  been  misled  by  the  two  natives  from 
whom  he  received  his  information.  They  are  exceedingly  strong 
and  well  made-,  their  expression  of  countenance  good  and  open; 
their  females  far  from  ugly ;  the  men,  without  any  appearance 
of  brutal  ferdcity,  are  full  of  courage  as  well  as  of  activity.  But 
the  most  singular  circumstance  which  our  author  records  of  them, 
is  their  aversion  to  spiritous  or  other  strong  liquors  5  nor  have 
they  any  method  of  intoxication,  or  stimulus,  among  them. 
They  arc  fond  of  dancing  and  music  5  their  instruments  do  not 
materially  differ  from  those  used  in  the  other  South  Sea  inlands ; 
but  from  Mr  Savage's  description  of  their  airs,  we  conceive  that 
they  arc  much  liker  music.  Their  gestures  in  dancing  are  frequently 
indelicate,  like  those  of  the  other  islanders  ;  but  we  believe  they 
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are  peculiar  in  sometimes  extending  the  same  quality  to  the 
fashion  of  their  instruments. 

The  country  is  divided  into  various  principalities  \  and  there  are 
chiefs  over  considerable  districts,  having  otner  dependent  or  de- 
legated chieftains  under  them.  At  the  Bay  of  Islands,  our  author 
conceives,  that  only  a  subordinate  chief  resides  \  for  the  people 
described  their  leader  as  a  person  of  inferior  rank  and  splendour  to 
others  who  lived  in  the  interior,  and  '  who,  instead  of  walking  on 
foot,  were  always  carried  on  the  shoulders  of  men  in  a  sort  of 
hand-barrow.  *  The  elders  are  consulted  by  the  chief  upon  all 
matters  of  public  concern,  and  have  even  an  authority  paramount 
to  his  during  the  short  intervals  of  peace*  But  war  is  the  gene- 
ral  lot  of  these  tribes*  While  our  author  was  there,  he  had  no 
opportunity  of  seeing  any  military  operations $  but  this,  he  thinks, 
was  merely  owing  to  the  rival  powers  having  no  point  where,  at 
that  moment,  their  forces  could  meet.  They  had  been  fight- 
ing for  years,  and  had,  as  it  were,  nothing  now  to  fight  about,— 
or  were  perhaps  preparing  invasions  and  expeditions  against 
each  other ;  for  the  tribe  with  whom  he  held  intercourse,  bore  a 
natural  eninity  (as  we  term  it)  towards  the  tribe  of  a  chief  resid- 
ing on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Bay,  about  twenty-five  miles  dis- 
tant, '  to  whom, '  says  Mr  Savage,  <  they  had  vowed  eternal  en- 
mity. '  They  take  the  field  resolved  either  to  conquer  or  to  die : 
all  their  honours  are  reserved  for  successful  warriors.  The  spirit 
of  inveterate  hostility  is  so  unceasing  between  individuals  of  these 
tribes,  that  on  purchasing  a  bill-hook  in  the  Strand,  the  native 
whom  our  author  brought  over,  brandished  it  with  infinite  exul- 
tation, swearing  at  his  return  that  c  lie  would  kill  Oorootookee  with 
st9  *  meaning  the  chief  of  the  enemy.  In  short,  had  these  poor 
people  been  born  on  the  Seine  or  the  Thames,  and  had  every 
thing  to  lose  by  war,  as  we  have,  they  could  not  possibly  be  m&re' 
heartily,  though  they  might  be  more  disinterestedly,  attached  to 
that  generous  and  useful  pursuit.  * 

The  religion  of  the  New  Zealanders  our  author  could  not  learn 
much  about;  probably  because  there  was  but  little  to  learn. 
They  believe  that  a  man  came  from  the  moon  a  long  while  ago, 
and  went  back  again,  but  continues  to  be  anxious  for  their  wel- 
fare. To  such  of  our  readers  as  are  curious  in  foreign  gods,  we 
recommend  the  specimen  at  p.' 21,  being  the  figure  of  this  man 
of  the  moon,  which  they  fashion  of  green  talc,  and  wear  for  a 
sort  of  protection  in  seasons  of  difficulty.  They  sing  a  song  of 
cheerful  adoration  at  sunrise,  and  a  more  melrncholy  strain  at 
sunset ;  they  likewise  have  a  mournful  hymn  to  rhe  moon. 
They  have  some  strange  superstitions,  as  not  feeding  themselves 
for  some  days  after  they  have  either  cut  or  combed  their  hair ;  and 
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yemoriiig  their  heads,  with  great  marks  of  horror,  from  bekw  a 

?>lace  where  food  of  any  sort  is  put.  They  hare  some  idea  of 
uture  rewatds  and  punishments.  We  must  probably  refer  to  re* 
Kgious  rites  also,  their  singular  custom  of  mourning  upon  the  re- 
turn of  absent  friends :  If  the  absence  has  been  protracted,  die 
female  relations  neyer  fail  to  disfigure  themselves  by  cutting 
their  faces  violently  with  pieces  of  broken  shell.     The  scene  upon 

{>arting,  is,  nevertheless,  nearly  the  same ;  consisting  of  tears  $nd 
amentations  in  great  abundance. 

For  further  details  respecting  all  these  points,  we  must  refer  to 
the  work  of  Mr  Savage  itself;  and  likewise  for  an  amusing  ac- 
count of  the  native  whom  he  brought  to  England, — his  behaviour 
on  the  voyage,  and  after  he  landed  here.  We  trust,  that  his  ex- 
ample will  be  followed  by  other  voyagers,  and  are  sure,  that*  at 
any  rate,  he  has  laid  the  public  under  considerable  obligations, 
both  by  the  light  which  he  has  thrown  on  the  character  and  habits 
bf  these  islanders,  and  the  intelligence  which  he  has  communi- 
cated respecting  them  and  their  coast,  tp  such  as  may  hereafter 
visit  that  part  of  the  world. 

•  We  know  not  very  well  how  to  apologize  for  concluding  this 
article  by  introducing  several  curious  particulars  with  which  we 
have  been  favoured,  with  respect  to  the  progress  of  cfrilicatwa 
among  another  class  of  savages  to  whom  we  some  time  ago  caUtJ 
the  attention  of  our  readers.  This  information,  however,  weH 
deserves  to  be  known,  and  we  possess  at  present  no  other  occa- 
sion upon  which  tq  communicate  it.  It  is  the  h$t  intelligence 
relating  to  the  success  of  the  Quaker  experiment  for  civilizing  die 
North  American  Indians,  which  we  described  at  length  in  o*t 
sixteenth  Number ;  and  requires  no  further  introduction. 

*  Agreeably  to  thy  requcft, '  favs  our  informer,  «  I  (kail  attempt  to  for- 
mfli  fomc  account  from  my  notes,  kept  on  a  late  vi  fit  to  the  Seneca  Indiana, 
redding  near  the  Alleganey  and  Cattaragues  Rivers.  In  the  7th  Month, 
1 806,  three  of  the  Committee  having  charge  of  Indian  concerns,  were  ap- 
pointed to  pay  the  faid  Indiana  a  vifit,  in  order  to  fee  what  improvement 
.they  had  made  fince  our  lad  in  1 803,  as  well  ai  to  promote  the  obje&  of  the 
concern  generally*  by  having  friendly  conferences  with  them,  and  point* 
ing  out  fuch  things  as  would  conduce  to  their  happinefs*  We  ftt  out 
the  1  ft  of  the  9th  Month  ;  arrived  about  the  middle  of  the  fame ;  and 
found  the  Indians  moftly  at  borne,  employed  in  ufeful  labour.  Two  of 
ut  being  known  to  mod  of  them,  our  meeting  was  caufe  of  much  glad* 
pefs.  In  parting  along  to  the  fettlement  formed  by  the  Committee  at 
TuncflalTa,  I  was  aftonifhed  at  the  improvements  made  by  the  Indians 
within  the  la  ft  three  years  ;  for,  notwithflanding  my  very  (anguine  ex- 
pt&aiioTiS  they  had  confiderably  exceeded,  in  labour  and  attention,  any 
Opinion  1  had  formed.  The  afpe&  of  things  was  truly  pleafiog,  indi- 
catip£  incrcafing  induftry  and  economy,  and  very  encouraging  to  us*  as 
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Erooft  that  odr  labours  hare  not  been  in  vain.  Even  the  roads  opened 
y  thera  are  remarkably  well  made,  being  much  fuperior  to  thofe  we 
ebferved  among  the  frontier  white  inhabitant*.  They  had  c reded 
nearly  one  hundred  new  houfes  fmce  my  laft  vifit,  moft  of  them  two  fto- 
tics  high,  and  well  put  up  with  hewn  logs,  very  perpendicular  at  the 
corner,,  and  nicely  fitted  together.  Some  have  panoeUcd  doors  and 
#one  chimneys;  and  a  great  many  of  them  glafs  windows.  Their 
farms  are  enclofed  u«der,good  fence,  from  feveo  to  ten  rails  high  ;  and 
there  ts  a  much  greater  proportion  of  com  planted  this  feafon  than  has 
been  known  before,  and  it  generally  looked  well.  Diverfe  of  them  have 
raffed  wheat,  oats,  buckwheat,  potatoes,  turnips,  beans,  fquafhe?,  pump- 
kins,  cucumbers,  and  melon?  of  various  kinds.  They  have  a  number  of 
borfet,  and  a  good  ftock  of  cattle  and  hogs.  The  buildings  are,  with 
very  little  exception,  their  own  work  J  their  ingenuity  in  tome  of  the 
inechanic  arte  being  equal  to  their  induftry  in  agricultural  purfuits. 

4  The  above  ftatement  exhibits  the  progrefs  making  by  one  tribe  of 
the  Seneca*  towards  civilization;  and  furnifties  thofe  interefled  in  their 
welfare  with  great  encouragement  in  the  profeaition  of  a  work  fo  well 
calculated  to  increafe  the  comforts  of  human  life :  and  it  is  a  peculiar 
fatisfa&ion  to  find,  that  one  effect  of  Friends'  endeavours  with  thefe 
people,  is  a  diminution  of  labour  on  the  part  of  the  females,  in  the  corn- 
fields, &c.  $  for  in  their  former  favage  ftate,  the  women  appear  to  have 
been  configned  to  flavery  in  the  field,  the  procuring  of  wood,  and  many 
other  hardships ;  the  men  feldom,  if  ever,  aflifting  them  therein.  But 
tnotwithftaoding  they  labour  left  in  the  field,  they  are  not  idle.  Some 
of  them  have  been  taught  the  art  of  making  foap,  in  order  to  promote 
cleanlinefs.  Some  have  alfo  learned  to  fpin  and  knit ;  and,  in  all  pro- 
bability, their  habits  will,  ere  long,  be  as  much  changed  as  the  men's, 
both  men  and  women  were  much  more  cleanly  in  their  pcrfons,  clothes; 
and  houfes,  than  at  the  time  of  our  laft  vifit. 

4  There  are  a  number  of  other  tribes  whofe  advances  are  very  contV 
derable,  and  quite  equal  to  what  might  be  reafonably  etpeded.  We 
were  as  much  encouraged  at  Cattaragues  as  at  Allegan ey,  although  the 
improvements  were  not  fo  great ;  they  being  more  rtniotely  fituated,' 
and  of  later  date. 

4  It  ia  very  remarkable,  that  the  Indians  among  whom  we  have  en- 
deavoured to  promote  the  arts  of  civil  life,  have  very  generally  abandon- 
ed  the  nfe  of  ardent  fpirits  :  except  two  or  three  of  thofe  on  or  near  the 
ADeganey,  the  whole  tribe  has  relinquished  it  for  about  (even  years. 
We  are  told  that  the  Cattaragde  Senecas  had  all  quitted  it  (except  one) 
.for  about  four  years  %  and  many  others.  Our  grift  and  faw  rpills  at  Al- 
lcganey  arc  very  ufefuL  Population  is  evidently  increafing  with  them; 
from  this  change  in  their  way  of  life ;  and  they  appeared  to  enjoy  good 
health.' 

4  The  Committee,  which  for  feveral  years  has  devoted  much  attention; 
to  the  important  fubject,  in  a  written  report  to  the  Yearly  Meeting; 
dated  the  17th  of  the  4th  Month,  1807,  mentions  the  receipt  of  infor* 
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mation  from  the  Friends  fettled  at  Tuneflaflk,  from  which,  and  the  re- 
report  of  three  of  their  own  number,  who  vilited  the  fettkment  in  the 
oth  Month  laft,  they  fay,  "  It  is  tnaaifeft  that  there  is  in  the  natives  aa 
encouraging  improvement  in  agriculture,  and  fome  of  the  mechanic  arts, 
as  well  as  in  the  regularity  of  their  lives  and  manners ;  the  latter  of 
which,  we  apprehend,  has  been  confiderably  promoted  by  the  aid  of  our 
women  Friends,  who  are  among  them.*'  And  that  report,  ftating  the 
general  import  of  the  narrative  of  one  of  the  vtfitors,  (firft  above  men- 
tioned,) further  exprefles,  that  "  fome  of  the  Indian  women  and  girls 
appear  much  difpofed  to  be  inftru&ed  by  the  women  Friends ; "  and 
that,  in  the  courfe  of  their  journey,  they  had  "  not  fcen  one  Indian  the 
leaft  intoxicated  with  liquor. " — A  proof  of  reformation,  which  they 
only  can  fully  appreciate,  who  are  acquainted  with  the  former  intem- 
perate habits  of  this  long*neglected  dafs  of  our  fellow- creatures.  * 

To  this  interesting  intelligence  we  have  to  add,  that  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  has  lately  encouraged  die  undertaking, 
by  appointing  a  superintendant  and  eight  assistants,  chosen  from 
the  body  of  the  Quakers,  to  reside  among  the  Indians,  with  suit- 
able salaries,  and  an  allowance  of  expenses  for  travelling,  distri- 
buting tools,  &c.  The  yearly  sum  allotted  to  this  service,  is 
about  ten  thousand  dollars. 


Art.  XIV.  Household  Furniture  and  Internal  Decorations  executed 
from  Designs.  By  Thomas  Hope.  Folio,  pp.  173.  London, 
1807. 

A  T  a  time  when  we  thought  every  male  creature  in  the  country 
-^*-  was  occupied  with  its  politics  and  its  dangers,  an  English 
gentleman  of  large  fortune  and  good  education,  has  found  leisure 
to  compose  a  folio  on  household  furniture.  We  do  not  think 
this  would  have  been  much  to  his  credit,  even  if  the  upholstery 
had  been  more  laudable  than  it  is.  A  man  of  taste,  if  he 
be  also  a  man  of  leisure,  will  shew  it,  no  doubt,  ia  his  furniture, 
as  well  as  in  his  dress ;  but  he  will  infallibly  make  himself  ridi- 
culous, in  this  country,  if  Jie  make  a  study  and  an  occupation  of 
such  frivolous  concerns.  What  should  we  say  of  a  young  noble- 
man who  had  studied  and  travelled,  and  drawn  and  modelled,  for 
many  years,  in  order  to  acquire  and  describe  a  collection  of  clas- 
sical— wigs,  spencers,  boots,  and  pantaloons  ?  And  what  better 
are  Mr  Hope's  stools,  fire-screens,  candlesticks,  and  dressing- 
glasses  ?  There  is  in  England,  we  believe,  a  pretty  general  con- 
tempt fof  those  who  are  habitually  and  seriously  occupied  about 
such  paltry  and  fantastical  luxuries $  and  at  such  a  moment  as 
.  the  present,  we  confess  we  are  oot  a  little  proud  of  this  Roman 
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spirit,  which  leaves  the  study  of  those  effeminate  elegancies  to 
slaves  and  foreigners,  and  holds  it  beneath  the  dignity  of  a  free 
man  to  be  eminently  skilled  in  the  decoration  of  couches  and  the 
mounting  of  chandeliers. 

If  we  were  to  form  our  judgment  of  Mr  Hope's  taste  from  his 
style  of  writing,  we  should  certainly  be  shy  of  submitting  ourselves 
to  his  guidance— even  in  the  form  of  our  ice  pails,  but  when  a 
gentleman  condescends  to  write  about  household  furniture,  it  is  na- 
tural enough  that  his  production  should  read  like  a  flashy  shop-bill, 
or  the  eloquence  of  a  happy  auctioneer.  We  do  not  know  that 
we  have  ever  met  with  any  thing,  out  of  a  newspaper,  so  exqui- 
sitely bombastic,  pedantic,  and  trashy,  as  the  composition  of  this 
colossal  volume.  The  Introduction,  which  covers  near  twenty  of 
these  vast  pages,  is,  upon  the  whole,  the  most  elaborate  and  highly 
finished  part  of  the  volume ;  and  really  deserves  some  commemora- 
tion for  the  preeminence  of  its  solemn  foppery.  If  the  salvation  of 
Europe  depended  on  Mr  Hope's  eloquence,  he  could  not  have 
exerted  it  with  more  earnestness  and  animation ;  and  we  are  con- 
vinced, that  neither  the  restorers  of  learning  nor  the  reformers  of 
religion,  ever  spoke  of  their  subject  in  terms  half  so  magnificent, 
nor  of  their  own  abilities  with  such  studied  and  graceful  modesty,  as 
this  ingenious  person  has  here  done,  in  recommending  to  his 
countrymen  a  better  form  for  their  lamps,  sideboards,  and  cradles. 
As  the  great  price  of  the  volume  puts  it  out  of  the  reach  of  ordi- 
nary readers,  we  shall  make  a  few  extracts, — just  to  let  them  see 
what  sort  of  books  fine  people  pay  ten  guineas  for. 

The  introduction  sets  out  with  informing  us,  that  '  under  the 
€  general  denomination  of  Household  Furniture^  are  comprised  an 
€  infinite  variety  of  different  productions  of  human  industry, 
4  wrought  in  wood,  in  stone,  in  metal,  in  composition  of  various 
'  descriptions,  in  silk,  in  wool,  in  cotton,  and  in  other  less  usual 
4  materials. '  We  are  then  told  that  these  things  may  be  either 
ugly  or  pretty;  and  that,  till  very  lately,  they  were  abandoned,  in 
this  country,  *  to  the  taste  of  the  sole  upholder ; '  which  merito- 
rious description  of  artftts  is  then  stigmatized  as  being  '  utterly 
ignorant  of  the  most  familiar  principles  of  visible  beauty,  and 
wholly  uninstructed  in  the  simplest  elements  of  drawing. '  In 
consequence  of  this  sad  desertion  of  duty  by  our  men  of  taste,  Mr 
Hope  proceeds  to  inform  ms,  that 

*  Furniture  of  every  defcription,  wrought  by  the  moil  mechanical 
procefftrg  only,  either  remained  abfolutely  void  of  all  ornament  whatever, 
or,  if  made  to  exhibit  any  attempt  at  embellishment,  offered  in  its  de- 
coration no  approach  towards  that  breadth  and  repofe  of  furface,  that 
dilHnctnefs  and  contrail  of  outline,  that  oppofition  of  plain  and  of  en- 
riched parts,  that  harmony  and  fignificance  of  acceflbrics,  and  that  apt 
accord  between  the  peculiar  meaning  of  each  imitative  or  figninVant  de- 
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tail*  and  the  peculiar  destination  of  the  main  objed,  to  which  jtbde-ac- 
cefTories  belonged,  which  are  calculated  to  afford  to  the  eye  and  mind 
the  mod  lively,  xnoft  permanent,  and  moft  unfading  enjoyment. '  p.  a* 
From  the  badness  of  our  taste,  Mr  Hope  next  deduces  the  in- 
cessant fluctuation  of  our  fashions  j  and  laments,  in  very  moving 
terms,  the  great  sums  thus  uselessly  thrown  away,  which,  by 
being   expended   on  household   furniture  of   a  better   quality, 

*  might  have  increased  in  endless  progress  the  opulence  of  the 
individual,  and  the  wealth'  of  the  community. '  Something  bet- 
ter, indeed,  might  sometimes  be  had  abroad;  but  Mr  Hope's 
patriotism  startles  at  the  idea  of  importation  ;  and  he  would  by  no 
means  be  accessory  to  '  diminishing  the  balance  of  trade  in  our 
favour/  or  '  raising  the  pride  of  foreigners  at  our  expense,  by 

*  a  tacit  acknowledgement  of  inferiority  in  the  arts  of  elegance 
'*  and  taste. '  This  public-spirited  principle,  indeed,  seems  at 
have  actuated  him  throughout  j  for,  after  talking  of  his  improve- 
ments as  likely  to  convert  into  objects  of '  beneficial  exportation' 
those  articles  c  which  had  heretofore  only  appeared  in  the  repui- 

*  sive  and  unpatriotic  shape  of  expensive  articles  of  foreign  in- 

*  genuity, '  he  sums  up  the  advantages  to  be  gained  '  through 

*  the  more  general  diffusion  of  the  charms  of  art,  and  through  the 

*  thence  resulting  more  general  initiation  into  the  mysteries  of 

*  taste, '  in  the  following  sublime  period. 

'  Thus,  in  fine,  I  hoped  to  contribute  my  mite  not  only  towards 
remotely  giving  new  food  to  the  induftry  of  the  poor,  but  new  deco- 
rum to  the  expenditure  of  the  rich  ;  not  only  towards  ultimately  m- 
creafing  the  welfare  and  the  commerce  of  the  nation,  but  refining  the 
'intellectual  and  fenfible  enjoyments  of  the  individual;  and  thus,  through 
the  diftant  but  powerful  operation  of  the  new  fihmiH  applied  to  the  hu- 
man mind,  I  'flattered  myielf  with  fome  day  feeing  the  fame  copious 
fource  of  benefit  here  firft  opened,  produce  Jartber  advancement  in  vir- 
tue and  patriotifm,  as  well  as  farther  progrefs  in  opulence  and  enjoy- 
ment ;  farther  claims  to  refpect  in  our  own  eyes,  as  well  as  farther  ti- 
des to  con  (i deration  in  the  eyes  of  foreigners.  '     p.  6.  7. 

Would  any  one  imagine  that  this  ^eloquent  person  was  talking 
of  improvements  in  the  construction  of  chairs,  foot-stools  and 
book-cases J  But  the  reader  will  have  but  a  very  inadequate  idea 
of  Mr  Hope's  gift  of  wordiness,  unless  we  give  him  a  little  more. 
After  talking  of  l  the  humble  and  restricted  way'  in  which  he 
had  endeavoured  to  set  the  example  of  a  better  taste,  he  expresses 
a  modest  hope,  that,  by  this  means,  the  arts  of  design 

— '  might  be  made  to  diffufe  their  beneficial  influence  throughout 
the  minuteft  ramifications  even  of  what  had  hitherto  been  confidered 
as  the  exclufive   province  of  the  mere  mechanic  trades ;  and  that  coo- 

*  fcqm,.tly  alrro^  every  production  of  i-  duftry,  refcued  in  fome  mcafuie 
from  the  hands  of  the  mere  plodding  artifen,  would  be  enabled  to  gr* 

fome 


Digitized  by 


Google 


fesne  fcppe  ta  the  tafat  of  the  profeflbr  of  the  that*  liberal  arts,--die 
draughtfman,  the  modeller,  the  painter,  aid  the  fculptor. '     p.  4. 

«  Thus,  I  hoped  to  open  to  ingenuity  a  new  and  boundle/s  field*  in 
which  the  greater  number  of  artifts,  who,  though  qualified  to  rife  a* 
hove  the  fphere  of  the  mere  artifen,  yet  are  not  fuffickntly  gifted  to 
jeach  the  htfheft  provinces  of  the  fine  arts,  might  find  m  ample  fane* 
of  fuch  employment,  at,  without  being  of  the  moft  exalted  drforiptioa, 
were  yet,  to  a  oertaia  degree,  elegant  and  dignified ;  and  in  which, 
moreover,  that  fmaUer  number  of  fuperior  men,  deftiaed  by  the  libera* 
Juty  of  nature  to  afpire  at  eminence  in  the  higbeft  and  -nobleft  branches 
of  the  fine  art*,  might  find  a  means  firft  to  mfcover  the  latent  germs  of 
their  genius  to  themfelyes  and  to  others  ;  firft' to  cultivate  and  to  extend 
their  abilities ;  firft  to  give  to  a  diftrultful  public  earnefts  of  the  far 
greater  height  to  which  more  ample  encouragement  might  ultimately 
carry  their  powers  ;  and  firft  to  prefent  to  that  public,  inducements  to 
beftow  on  them  that  greater  encouragement  required  for  this  purpofe*  ' 

-  Haying  sketched  in  these  and  twenty  such  passages^  the 
splendid  object  he  had  in  view  in  this  laborious  undertaking,  Mr 
Hope  proceeds,  in  language  still  more  moving  and  magnificent, 
to  describe  the  difficulties  he  had  to  encounter  in  this  arduous  at- 
tempt* 

*  The  union  qf  die  different  modifications  of  vifible  and  intellectual 
beauty  which  were  definable,  with  the  different  attributes  of  utility 
tnd  comfort  which  were  effential ;  the  affectation  of  all  the  elegancies 
of  antique  forms  and  ornaments,  with  all  the  requifites  of  modern  cuf- 
toms  and  habits,  having  heretofore  been  fo  feidom  attended  to,  in  ob- 
jects of  common  and  daily  ufe,  I  found  no  one  profeffionat  man,  at  once 
Dofiefled  of  fufficient  intimacy  with  the  ftores  of  literature  to  fuggeft 
tdeas,  and  of  fufficient  practice  in  the  art  of  drawing  to  execute  defigns, 
that  might  be  capable  of  ennobling,  through  means  of  their  mape  and 
their  acoeflbries,  things  fo  humble  in  their  chief  purpofe  and  deftinatkm 
as  a  table  and  a  chair,  a  footftool  and  a  fcreen. '     p.  7. 

In  this  state  of  miserable  destitution,  a  feebler  genius  would 
have  been  led  to  relinquish  the  attempt.  But  Mr  Hope  had  re- 
sources in  himself;  and  thus  obliged  to  depend,  as  he  is  modest- 
ly pleased  to  express  himself,  on  *  his  own  inadequate  abilities, 
c  and  on  that  feeble  talent  for  drawing,  which  he  had  thus  far 
*  only  cultivated  as  the  means  of  beguiling  an  idle  hour, '  he  se£ 
jabout  making  drawings  himself  of  the  different  articles  of  furni- 
ture he  wished  to  procure.  But  new  perplexities  crowded  m 
upon  him.  The  upholder  could  not  work  from  mere  drawings  •, 
and  Mr  Hope  could  find  no  one  in  this  barbarous  land  capable  'of 
making  models  from  them  !  He  is  obliged  to  have  them  done  in 
Italy.     He  takes  two  pages  to  tell  this,— -beginning  thus. 

*  From  the  lines  firft  traced  by  the  draughtiman  on  a  mere  plane, 
snail  ftill,  in  the  fiscoad  place,  by  the  modeller,  be  wrought,  is  fome 
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left  and  yielding  fubftance,  a  rehevo,  exhibiting  in  detail  all  of  tbofe  pro- 
jections and  recedes,  which  are  unfufceptible  of  being  exprefled  in  the 
drawing,  and  which  neverthekfs  are  intended  to  be  difplayed  in  the  ac- 
tual implement,  before  thefe  concavities  and  thefe  convexities  can,  in 
the  third  and  laft  inftance,  by  the  carver  or  the  cafter  he,  with  any  cer- 
tainty of  fuccefs,  transferred  to  the  more  folid  and  more  inflexible  ma- 
terial, out  of  which  the  utenfil  kfelf  is  finally  to  be  wrought.  '     p.  9. 

Even  when  he  had  got  his  models,  he  found  that,  *  like  the  race 
of  draughtsmen  and  of  modellers,  that  of  carvers  in  wood  and 
stone,  and  casters  in  metal,  were  almost  totally  wanting ; '  so 
that,  (  after  the  most  laborious  search, 9  he  was  only  able  to  find 
two  men  to  whom  he  could  entrust  the  execution  of  his  designs. 
These  two  distinguished  persons  he  has  gratefully  immortalized 
by  naming  them  in  this  monumental  volume;  and,  foreigners 
though  they  be,  we  will  not  withhold  them  from  our  readers. 
The  one  is  Decaix,  a  bronzist,  and  a  native  of  France4;  the 
other  Bogaert,  a  carver,  born  in  the  Low  Countries.  "With 
this  scanty  assistance,  Mr  Hope's  work  proceeded  so  slowly, 
that  he  closes  his  narrative  by  stating,  that  from  these  causes 

*  I  have  hitherto  succeeded  in  embodying  in  wood  and  metal,  or 

*  imprinting  on  paper  and  cotton,  but  a  very  small  portion  of 
€  the  latter  and  more  extended  ideas,  which  in  the  course  of  my 

*  first  and  more  restricted  endeavours,  I  successively  was  led  to 

*  conceive.  *  The  upholsterers,  however,  had  got  hold  of  many 
of  his  articles ;  and  as  they  were  exposing  them  to  ridicule  by 
c  extravagant  caricatures,  and  injudicious  imitations, '  he  thought 
it  necessary  to  rescue  them  from  this  degradation,  by  the  present 
publication,  which,  among  other  advantages,  is  expected  to  form 
an  era  in  the  history  of  engraving,  and  to  produce  €  a  total  new 

*  development  of  the  germs  of  the  peculiar  species  of  abilities 
c  requisite  for  the  purpose. '  This  subject  is  pursued  in  the 
style  of  which  the  reader  has  now  had  a  sufficient  specimen ;  and 
the  introduction  ends  with  an  earnest  and  affectionate  warning 
to  the  young  artist  into  whose  hand  the  volume  may  fall,  €  not 

*  to  confine  his  exertions  to  a  mere  servile  copying  of  its  con- 
«  tents. ' 

The  work  itself  consists  chiefly  of  plates,  with  descriptions, 
and  occasional  remarks  and  dissertations, — of  which,  we  think, 
the  most  valuable  and  important  is  the  following  fine  eulogium 
on  bronze. 

•  Ornaments  in  bronze,  which,  being  call,  may,  wherever  a  fre- 
quent repetition  of  the  fame  forms  is  required,  be  wrought  at  a  much 
cheaper  rate  than  ornaments  in  other  materials,  only  producible  through 
the  more  tedious  procefs  of  carving ;  which,  moreover,  may  be  indif- 
criroinately  affixed  to  objects  in  wood,  or  ftone,  or  metal,  or  porcelain, 
«r  any  other ;  which,  thirdly,  when  once  placed,  feem  liable  to  little 
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or  no  injury  or  difcolouring  either  from  the  effect*  of  weather  or  , 
of  carriage  or  dirt ;  which,  in  the  fourth  place,  nowife  irretrievably 
cohering  with  the  body  of  the  ohje&,  on  whofe  furface  they  are  fituat- 
ed,  may,  either  on  a  renewal  or  a  change  of  habitation,  be  taken  off 
things  become  ufelefs  or  decayed,  however  long  they  have  adhered  to 
the  fame,  and  be  applied  to  new  objects  ;  and  which,  finally,  on  a  de- 
fire  to  increafe  the  rtchnefs  of  their  appearance,  may,  however  long  they 
have  ferved  in  their  green  and  naked  ftate,  ftill  aiTume  a  richer  garb,  be 
gilt  and  be  burniihed, — feem,  in  a  country  where  fuel  is  lefs  expenfive 
than  hands,  and  where  the  atmofphere,  charged  with  damp  and  with 
fmoke,  is  feldom  pure,  preferable  to  fculptured  ornaments,  whofe  ori- 
ginal fabrication,  in  any  quantities,  is  more  expenfive ;  whofe  texture 
is  more  brittle ;  •  whofe  hue  is  more  delicate ;  which,  ealily  difcoloured, 
and  eafily  broken,  are  difficult  to  clean,  and  more  difficult  to  mend  ; 
and  which,  laftly,  never  fufceptible  of  being  fevered  from  the  obje&  to 
which  they  belong,  mud  follow  its  fate,  and  periih  with  the  fame.  * 

p.  *9»  3°- 

Of  the  plates,  and  of  the  articles  which  they  represent,  we 
are  of  course  unable  to  give  our  readers  any  clear  ideas.  Many 
of  the  objects,  being  exactly  copied  from  the  fine  remains  of 
ancient  art,  are  unquestionably  beautiful  in  themselves  j  but  we 
must  take  the  liberty  to  say,  that  we  think  them,  for  the  most 
part,  quite  unsuitable  for  articles  of  household  furniture,  and  to 
predict,  that  the  fashion  which  Mr  Hope  may  now  succeed  in  in- 
troducing will  not  be  much  more  permanent  than  those  which 
it  has  supplanted.  We  say  so  for  a  great  variety  of  reasons  \ 
some  of  which  we  shall  shortly  run  over. 

In  thejfrj/  place,  the  articles  are  in  general  too  bulky,  massive* 
and  ponderous,  to  be  commodious  for  general  use. — There  are 
arm  chairs,  whose  cold  hollow  square  would  contain  a  wool- 
sack,— and  couches  which  could  not  be  moved  by  a  dozen  of  Irish 
chairmen*  A  considerable  number  of  articles  of  this  kind,  are 
copied  from  antient  monuments  in  marble.  But  Mr  Hope  should 
have  known,  that  sculpture  requires  a  mass  and  breadth  in  its 
representations,  which  must  be  extremely  inconvenient,  and  there- 
fore unbecoming,  in  utensils  of  ordinary  use.  In  things  which 
are  of  real,  frequent,  and  essential  use,  the  chief  source  of 
beauty  will  always  be  the  visible  sign  of  utility ;  and  any  quality 
which  obviously  interferes  with  that,  must  produce  the  effect  of 
deformity.  Now,  in  chairs,  tables,  footstools,  &c.  it  is  a  sub- 
stantial part  of  their  convenience,  to  be  easily  moved  \  and  ac- 
cordingly, the  improving  luxury  of  the  age,  has  gone  on  to 
make  them  lighter  and  lighter  for  the  greater  part  of  a  century. 
Mr  Hope,  however,  is  a  great  advocate  tor  solidity  ->  and  has  pro- 
duced such  an  assemblage  of  Squared  timber,  and  massive  brass, 
as  would  weigh  down  the  floor  and  crush  out  the  walls  of  an 

ordinary 
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©•dioary  London  house.  Let  any  one  look  at  the  chair*  in  the 
Egyptian  room,  (pi.  8.),  or  at  that  in  plate  22.  with  their  eoosv 
nous  pediments,  friezes,  and  massive  bronze  ornaments,  and 
say  whether  it  be  possible  for  such  things  to  come  into  use  as  art 
tides  of  furniture,  till  aldermen  wear  armour,  and  take  their* 
afternoon  naps  in  Guildhall. 

In  the  second  place,  we  object  to  the  whole  scheme  and  sys^ 
tern  of  embellishment,  as  being  affected,  pedantic  and  unnatural 
in  the  very  highest  degree.  Every  thing  is  to  be  adorned,  ac- 
cording to  Mr  Hope,  with  emblems  and  symbols  connected  with 
the  uses  to  which  it  is  applied, — and  ill  tnese  emblems  are  to  be 
derived  from  classical  mythology  !  We  can  scarcely  Conceive  any 
conceit  more  miserably  poor,  cold  and  shallow  than  this.  After 
having  banished  the  heathen  gods  and  their  attributes  pretty  weQ 
from  our  poetry,  we  are  to  introduce  them  habitually  into  our 
eating-rooms,  nurseries  and  staircases  ;  and,  in  the  course  of  our 
daily  business  and  domestic  life,  to  set  constantly  before  us  a 
chaos  of  symbols  and  effigies  which  no  man  can  interpret  who 
has  not  the  whole  Pantheon  at  his  finger  ends  !  We  should  ex- 
pect something  like  this  taste  in  the  vestibule  of  an  academical 
jpuseum,  or  in  the  dwelling  of  a  fantastic  usher  of  a  grammar- 
school  ;  but  we  should  be  very  sorry  to  see  it  supersede  everf 
.other  in  the  metropolis  of  a  great  and  manly  and  polished  people^ 
Is  there  any  other  grown  Englishman  who  would  choose  to  speak 
©f  his  furniture  in  this  jargon  ?  Describing  an  organ,  for  in4 
stance — 

•  The  car  of  the  god  of  muGc,  of  Apollo,  glides  over  the  centre  of 
the  pediment.  The  tripods,  facred  to  this  deity,  furmount  the  angles* 
Laurel  wreaths  and  other  emblems,  belonging  to  the  fpn  of  Lauras, 
appear  embroidered  on  the  drapery,  which,  in  the  form  of  an  ancient 
peplum  or  veil,  defceods  over  the  pipes  of  the  inftrument,  and  gives  it 
the  appearance  of  a  fanduary. '     p.  22. 

He  afterwards  says  of  a  sideboard,  c  It  is  adorned  with  en> 
c  blems  of  Bacchus  and  of  Ceres.     Cellaret  ornamented  with 

•  amphora  and  with  figures  allusive  to  the  liquid  element.     To 

•  the  right,  a  sloping  altar  6urmountcd  by  a  vase.  On  the  table, 
c  a  vase  with  Bacchanalian  marks, '  &c. ;  and,  in  the  same  taste, 
we  meet  with  €  a  mantle-piece  surmounted  with  two  Mythriac 
1  figures,  and  the  heads  of  Vesta  and  Vulcan,  emblematic  of  the 
'*  worship  of  fire — a  stand  for  ewer  and  bason  with  sem  monsters, 

•  and  other  aquatic  emblems  round  the  frieze — bedsteads  orna- 
9  mented  with  figures  of  Night  rising  on  her  crescent  and  spread- 
4  ing  her  poppies, '  &c.  &c. 

We  have  already  said,  that  the  constant  recurrence  of  those 
emblems  which  are  not  naturally  expressive  of  any  thing,  and  are 
Wnly  significant  of  course  to  the  professed  antiquary,  must  give 

» 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


*}807.  Hop*  9*  ftnueh&Fnrnkurl  4** 

*  pedantic  and  affected  air  td"*ny  mansion  of  which  &ey  formed, 
the  sole  decorations.  But,  in  the  third  place,  we  would  object 
to  Mr  Hope's  peculiar  manner  of  grouping  and  combining  them* 
w  being  beyond  all  former  example  artificial  and  offensive.  Hfc 
Jtae  made  a  perfect  hieroglyphic  or  enigma  of  most  of  his  apart- 
ments by  this  means;  aod  produced  something  so  childishly 
-complicated  and  fantastic  as  to  be  impenetrable  without  a  para- 
phrase, and  ridiculous  when  it  is  interpreted.  As  a  specimen 
we  give  hie  description  of  plate  7? 

*  The  central  objcd  in  tbt»  room  is  a  fine  marble  gr*up,  executed  by 
Mr  Flaxman,  aad  representing  Aurora  nfiting  Cephalus  on  Mount  Idai 
-The  whole  forroundingr  decoration  hat  been  rendered,  in  fbnse  degree*, 
•analogous  to  thefe  pesionages,  and  to  the  face  of  nature  at  the  moment 
when  the  firft  of  the  two,  the  goddefs  of  the  morn,  is  fuppofed  to  an* 
Bounce  approaching  day,  l^ouad  the  bottom  of  the  room  ftiU  reigQ 
ihe  emblems  of  night,  In  the  rail  of  a  black  marble  table  are  introdur 
fed  medalliont  of  the  god  of  deep  and  of  the  goddefs  of  night*  The 
.bird  coniecrated  to  the  latter  deity  perches  on  the  pillars  of  a  black 
.marble  chimqeypiece,  whofe  broad  frieze  is  ftudded  with  golden  ftari 
The  fides  of  the  room  difplay,  in  fa  tin  curtains^  draped  in  ample  folds 
over  pannels  of  looking-glafs,  and  edged  with  black  vslvrt,  the  fiery  hue 
which  fringes  the  clouds  jiift  before  funrife :  and  in  a  ceiling  of  cooler  fk^ 
blue  are  fown,  amid  ft  a  frvr  ftill  unextinguifhed  luminaries  of  the  flight^ 
the  rofes  which  the  harbinger  of  day,  in  her  courfe,  fpreadr  on  everi 
^de  around  her. 

*  *  The  pedeftal  of  the  group  offers  the  torches,  the  garlands,  the 
<wreath«,  and  the  other  infignia  belonging  to  the  miltrefs  of  Cephahu$ 
"difpofed  around  the  fatal  dart  of  which  me  made  h€t  lover  a  prefent. 
'The  broad  band  which  girjja  the  top  of  the  room,  contain*  medattont 
•of  the  ruddy  goddtfc  and  of  the  Phrygian  youth,  intermixed  with  the 
•fatrumente  and  the  emblems  of  toe  chafe,  his  favourite  amufement*  Ff- 
gurea*of  the  youthful  hours,  adorned  with  wreaths  .of  foliage*  adore 
pare  of  the  furniture,  which  is  chiefly  gilt,  in  order  to  give  more  relief 
to  the  azure,  the  black,  and  the  orange  compartments  of  the  ha  igioga*  * 

Would  any  one  desire  a  more  exquisite  representation  of  the 
Dawn  ?  Satin  curtains  with  black  velvet  binding  !^-a  marble 
table  with  a  rail  1 — a  black  chimney-piece  and  guilt  furniture  i 

We  do  not  know  any  thing  at  all  parallel  to  this— but  the  iag*. 
jhous  personification  of  Moonshine,  and  a  rough-cast  Wall  in  the 
lamentable  tragedy  of  Pyramus  and  Thi&be  ;  —and  earnestly  hope 
that  we  may  be  defended  from  seeing  Mr  Hope's  chamber  o  pied 
in  any  other  dwelling,  till  our  dramatists  revive  those  magnificent 
personages. 

In  the  last  place,  we  object  to  Mr  Hope's  system  of  embellish- 
ment, because  it  is,  in  a  thousand  instances,  incongruous  and 
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inconsistent  with  the  very  principle  which  he  has  himself  laid 
down.  That  principle,  if  through  the  glare  of  his  diction  we 
have  been  able  to  discover  it,  is,  that  every  object  should  have 
an  appropriate  ornament,  and  that  all  its  decorations  should  bear 
reference  to  its  uses,  and  to  each  other.  Now,  though,  in  the  in- 
stances already  quoted,  and  in  some  others,  a  melancholy  attempt 
is  made  to  preserve  this  pedantic  congruity,  it  is  obviously  and  en- 
tirely abandoned  in  the  far  greater  number  of  the  articles  with  which 
we  are  here  presented  in  illustration  of  it.  Why,  for  instance, 
should  a  chair  be  in  the  shape  of  a  lyre,— or  of  two  antique  swords, 
—or  have  a  ram's  head  on  the  arm,  and  a  bronze  pine  on  the  top  of 
the  corner  ?  By  virtue  of  what  analogy  is  a  griffin  or  a  chimaera 
introduced  to  support  a  dressing  table  ?— or  what  has  a  lion's 
head  to  do  on  the  pediment  of  a  sofa,  and  a  man's  bust  on  the 
corner  ?  Can  Mr  Hope  give  any  very  good  reason  why  a  wine- 
cooler  should  be  made  in  the  shape  of  an  ancient  bath, — why  a 
sloping  altar  should  be  placed  by  the  end  of  a  sideboard, — why  a 
fireplace  should  be  made,  in  one  instance,  in  the  form  of  a  facade  to 
a  sepulchral  chamber,  and  in  another  in  that  of  an  Egyptian  por- 
tico,—or  finally,  why  a  fire  screen  should  have  the  form  of  a  Ro- 
man shield,  and  be  adorned  with  the  fulmen  of  Jupiter  I  All  mean- 
ing and  propriety  is  plainly  lost  sight  of  in  those  and  innumerable 
other  instances.  But  the  most  ludicrous  of  the  whole,  is  that,  in 
which  two  horses'  heads  are  made  to  project  from  the  mantle-piece 
of  ah  eating  room,  for  this  very  satisfactory  reason,— that  there  is  a 
bust  in  the  centre  inscribed  with  the  name  of  PluLip; — which  name, 
m  Greek,  the  unlearned  reader  will  please  to  be  informed,  signifies  a 
lover  of  horses  ! — This  is  about  the  most  pitiful  attempt  at  z  pun 
in  sculpture  that  we  ever  recollect  to  have  met  with.  The  lion 
tearing  the  cocks  at  Blenheim  is  not  half  so  bad :  nor  do  we  be- 
lieve that  any  thing  more  would  be  necessary  to  discredit  this  whole 
collection,  along  with  the  system  and  the  taste  of  its  author,  than 
merely  to  mention,  that,  in  pursuance  of  his  grand  project  for 
imparting  significance,  harmony  and  intellect  to  the  decorations 
of  our  houses,  he  had  brought  two  horses  to  his  parlour  fireside, 
because  he  had  a  bust  of  P/ulip  on  the  mantle-piece  !  There  is 
a  similar  attempt  at  a  pun  in  ornamenting  a  lamp  with  a  wreath 
of  nightshade  ;  and,  for  any  thing  we  know,  there  may  be  a  more 
interesting  and  ingenious  allusion  of  the  same  sort  in  the  decora- 
tion of  a  cradle  with  emblems  of  Dreams,  Night,  and — Hope. 
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Survey  of  the  County  of  Gloucester ;  drawn  up  for  the  Con- 
sideration of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Internal  Improvement. 
By  Thomas  Rudge,  B.  D.  Published  by  order  of  that  Board. 
8vo.     9s.  boards. 

Survey  of  the  County  of  Essex ;  published  by  Authority  of 
the  Board  of  Agriculture.    By  A.  Young.  2  vol.  8vo.  21s.  bds. 

A  Treatise  on  the  Choice,  Buying,  and  general  Management 
of  Live  Stock ;  comprising  Delineations  and  Descriptions  of  the 
principal  Breeds  of  Black  Cattle,  &c.  with  an  Appendix  on  the 
Improvement  of  British  Wool,  and  on  the  Destruction  of  Vermia 
infesting  Farm- Yards,  &e.  with  Wooden  Cuts.  8vo.  3s.  6d.  bds* 

ANTIQUITIES. 

The  Architectural  Antiquities  of  Great  Britain.     By  John 
Britain,  F.S.  A.    Part  8.     4to.     10s.  6d.     Fine  16s. 
,     The  Antiquities  of  Magna  Graecia.     By  William  Wilkins,  jun. 
with  upwards  of  70  Engravings.     lOh  10s.    Royal  Folio*  bds. 

ARCHITECTURE 

Observations  on  English  Architecture,  Military  and  Civil; 
compared  with  similar  buildings  on  the  Continent,  including  a 
critical  Itinerary  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge,  Sec.  with  Chronolo- 
gical Tables,  and  Dimensions  of  Cathedral  and  Conventual 
Churches.  By  the  Rev.  James  Dallaway,  M.  B.  F.  S.  A.  9vo. 
12s.  boards. 

A  Collection  of  Designs  for  the  Decoration  of  Rooms  in  the 
various  Styles  of  Modern  Embellishment  for  Halls,  Dining- 
Rooms,  Drawing-Rooms,  &c.  designed  and  etched  on  20  folie- 
.  Plates.     By  G.  Cooper.     21s. 

Sketches  of  Architecture ;  consisting  of  Original  Designs  for 
Cottages  and  Rural  Dwellings,  suitable  to  Persons  of  moderate 
.Fortunes.    Bv  T.  D.  W.  Dearn.     4to.     27s.  boards. 

Sketches  for  Rustic  Cottages,  Rural  Dwellings  and  Villas, 
with  Plans  and  Descriptions,  on  S3  Engravings.  By  W.  F.  Po- 
cock.     4to.     Sis.  6d.  hoards. 

BIOGRAPHY. 

An  Account  of  the  Life  and  Writings  of  David  Hume  Esq. 
Py  Thomas  Ritchie.     Svo.     JOs.  6d.  boards. 

The  Last  Years  of  the  Reign  of  Louis  XVL  By  Franci^Hue. 
0vo.     10$.  6d.  boards. 
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Tty  (ife  and  Writing*  of  Mr  Tanner  of  Eie«er.  By  Dr 
Hawker,  D.  D.  with  Mr  TVs  Portrait.     8vo.     5s. 

Memoirs  of  John  Lord  de  Joipv&e,  Gcand  Seneschal  of  Cham- 
pagne :  written  by  himself.  Containing  a  History  of  Part  of  the 
Life  of  Louis  IX.  King  of  France,  rammed  St  Louis  ;  including 
an  Account  of  that  King's  Expedition  to  Egypt  in  the  Tear  1448. 
To  which  are  added  Notes  and  Dissertations,  &c.  The  whole 
translated  by  Thomas  Johnes,  Esa^.,  AJ.  P.  2  vol.  4to.  4i.  4c 
boards. 

Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  the  Right  Hon.  William  Pitt.  By 
Henry  Cleland,  Esq*     i2mo.     5s.  6d.  boards. 

Memoirs  of  the  Life  of  the  late  Right  {ion.  C*  J*  Fox,  wkh  9 
Engravings.     0s.  6d.  boards. 

Some  Account  of  the  Public  Life,  and  a  Selection  from  die 
unpublished  Writings  of  the  Earl  of  JVJacartney.  By  JoJpi  Bar? 
tow.     2  vol.     4to.     Si,  Ss.  boards.  •->* 

CmMISTR*. 

Chemistry  applied  to  Arts  and  Manufactures.  By  M.  J.  A> 
Chaptal.     4  vol.     8vo.     86s.  boardsr 

DRAMA. 

The  Architect ;  a  Farce,  by  the  late  Mr  Nicholas  Gypsum, 
with  Notes  and  Preface.     By  the  Author.     2s.  6d. 

feter  the  Great ;  or.  Wooden  Walls ;  an  Operatic  Drama,  ia 
Three  Acts.     By  A.  Cherry,  Esq.     fis.  6d. 

Town  and  Country,  a  Comedy,  in  Five  Acts.  By  Thorna* 
Morton,  Esq.     2s.  6d. 

Whistle  for  it,  an  Operatic  Piece,  fn  Two  Acts.  £y  the  Hdu 
noufable  G.  Lamb.     Is*  6d. 

EDUCATION. 

Moral  Tales  for  Young  People.     By  Mr*  Hurry.     4«. 

A  Now  General  Pronouncing  Pictionary.  By  William  En- 
field,  M.A.     4s.  bound. 

A  Comparative  View  of  the  New  Plan  of  Education,  promuf- 
gatod  by  Mr  Joseph  Lancaster  in  his  Tracts  concerning  the  In*. 
strnction  of  the  Children  of  the  Labouring  Part  of  the  Commit* 
nity,  and  of  the  System  of  Christian  Education.  By  Mrs  Trim- 
mer.    3s. 

An  Abridgement  of  Dr  Goldsmith's  Natural  fiistory  of  Beasts 
and  Birds,  with  200  Engravings  on  Wood.     6s.  bound. 

Tales  for.  Mothers  and  Daughters.  By  Miss  Woodland.  4  vol. 
18mo.     12s.  half-bound. 

Authentic  Memoirs  of  the  Little  Man  and  the  Little  Maid. 
Is.  6d.  plain.     With  Music  by  Dr  Calcott.     2s.  6d. 

Introduction  au  Lecture  Francois;  ou,  Recueil  de  Pieces 
Choisies ;  avec  L'Explication  ^es  Idiotismes  et  des  Phrases  diffi- 
ciles  qui  s'y  trouvent.     Par  Lindley  Murray.     9^.  bound. 
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The  History  of  Greece*  in  easy  Verse *  intended  at  a  Compa- 
nion to  the  History  of  England,  also  in  easy  Verse.  By  the  Rev. 
W.  IL  Johnson*    2s*  *L  half  bound. 

Essays  on  Moral  and  Religious  Subjects*  By  M.  Pelham 
Ss*  64.  bound. 

Moral  Maxima,  from  the  Wisdom  of  Jesus,  the  Son  of  Stitch, 
or  the  Ecclesiasticus*  selected  by  a  Lady*  with/ Six  Engravings* 
9s,  Gd*  bttad* 

A  Chart  of  Sacred  History,  designed  principally  for  young 
People    By  the  Rev,  Mr  Cobbold.    7s,  6d*  half  bound. 

The  Juvenile  Preoeptor;  or,  Course  of  Rudimental  Learnings 
By  George  Nicholson.    4  vol*     12mo*, 

GEOGRAPHY. 

Some  Account  of  New  Zealand;  particularly  the  Bay  of 
Islands  and  surrounding  Country  5  describing  its  Soil  and  Pro- 
ductions, the  Religfon  and  Government,  &c  &c  &c.  together 
with  general  Observations  upon  the  Intercourse  of  J£uropeana 
with  Savages ;  and.  an  Account  of  a  Native  of  New  Zealand, 
breagfct  to  England.    By  John  Savage,  Esq.    8vo*    5s.  6d.  bds. 

A  View  of  the  Mineralogy,  Agriculture,  Fisheries,  Manufac- 
tures, &fc.  of  die  Island  of  Arran,  interspersed  with  Notices  of 
Antiquities)  &c.  and  Means  suggested  for  improving  the  Agri- 
fcukure  and  Fisheries,  *  and  introducing  Manufactures  into  the 
Highlands  and  Islands  of  Scotland  By  the  Rev.  James  HeadricL 
Jtah     10s»  6d*  boards. 

A  View  of  the  present  State  of  Poland.  By  George  Burnett* 
12mo*    7s*  bound* 

HISTORY. 

Appendix  to  the  History  of  Great  Britain,  from  the  Revolu- 
tion of  IG*6,  to  the  Treaty  of  Amiens,  1802.  By  William  Bel* 
sham*    2  vol    8vo.    21s.  boards.  % 

Curialia ;  or,  an  Historical  Account  of  some  Branches  of  the 
Royal  Household,  &tc.  By  Samuel  Pegge,  Esq*  Part  IV.  and  V* 
4to.     lis*  sewed.    Fine,  21s.  boards. 

The  History  of  die  House  of  Austria,  from  the*  Foundation  at 
the  Monarchy,  by  Rodolph  of  Hapsburgh,  to  the  Death  of  Leo- 
pold the  Second,  1218  to  1292.  By  William  Coxe.  S  vol*  4to* 
£L  5s.    Royal,  81*  8a. 

An  Historical  Inquiry  respecting  the  Performance  on  the  Harp 
in  the  Highlands  of  Scotland,  from  the  earliest  Times  until  it  was 
discontinued,  about  the  Tear  1734  \  to  which  is  prefixed,  an  Ac* 
count  of  a  very  Ancient  Caledonian  Harp,  and  of  the  Harp  of 
Queen  Mary,  Hvith  Three  Engravings.  By  John  Gurm*  %5u 
4«o.  boards* 

HORTICULTUHB. 

Transactions  of  the  Horticultural  Society  tf  linden*  1  vot 
Part  1.    7a*  6d* 
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HYDROSTATIC*. 

A-Qomplete  Set  of  New  Hydrometrical  Tables,  exhibiting  a? 
one  View  the  Comparative  Value  of  every  Strength  of  Spirit*,   ; 
from  75  per  tent,  over  proof,  to  50  per.  cent,  under  rlroof,  oa 
Clarke's  Hydrometer.    By  Peter  Jonas.    8vo.    7sw  boards*- 

LAW. 

A  Treatise  6n  the  Law  -of  Miocy  and  Lunacy ;  to  whidi  & 
subjoined  an  Appendix  containing  the  Practice  of  the  Court  of 
Chancery  on  this  Subject.    By  A.  Highmore.    (k.  boards.  • 

Trial  of  Thomas  Selfridge,  Attorney  at  Law,  before  the  Hon. 
Isaac  Parker,  Esq^  for  killing  Charles  Austin  on  the  public  Ex- 
change,  in  Boston,  4.  August  1806. 

A  Series  of  Original  Precedents  in  Conveyancing,  proceeding   » 
frorti  the  simplest  to  the  more  varied  Crrcoinsftmces  of  Tttlew    By 
Charles  Barton,  Es<£    Part  I.     Royal  8vo.     7*.  6d*  sewed*  ■> 

A  Supplemental  Volume  to  Mr  BridgnWs^Anal?tk*i  digested 
Index  of  the  Reports  in  Chancery.    8vo.     10s.  6d.  board*.  -■         ' 

MB&ICfNI  AftD  SUKGERY.  -  '  ' 

A  System  of  Operative  Surgery,  founded  on  die  Basis  of  Ana- 
tomy.    By  Charles  Bell.     1  vol.  8vo.     18s.  boards. 

A  Popular  Essay,  on  the  Disorder  familiarly  termed  a  Go4<L 
By  E.  L.  White.     8vo.     5s.  boards.  ' 

Strictures  on  Mr  Parkinson's  Observations,  on  die  Nature  a*d 
Cure  of  the  Gout,  recently  published,  in  Opposition  to  the  Them 
that  proposes  the  Cooling  Treatment  of  that  Disease ;  to  wfckh    - 
are  added  in  an  Appendix,  Two  Letters  addressed  to  Dp  Hay- 
garth.     By  Robert  Kinglake,  M.  D.    4s.  boards* 

Dr  Trotter's  View  of  the  Nervous  Temperament »  being  a 
Practical  Inquiry  into  the  increasing  Prevalence,  Pretention  and   • 
Treatment  of  those  Diseases,  commonly  called  Nervous,  Bilioat} 
Stomach  anAJAver  Complaints,  Indigestion,  Low  Spirits,  Cotic, 
Gout,  8rc.  '     ;  • 

•    First  Lines  of  die  Practice  df  Surgery  ;  being  an  Eleahetrtary   - 
Work  for  Students,  and  a-  concise  Book  of  Reference  for  Praoti*. 
Honers;  widi  'touch  plates  as  are  essential  to  the  subject..    By 
Samuel  Cooper.  v  8vb.     12s.  boards. 
-  Observations  on  the  Application*  of  the  Lunar  Caustic  to  Stric- 
tures in  the  Urethra  and  the  (Esophagus ;  illustrated  by  Cases, 
tnd  wftfi  plates.    By  M.  W,  Andrews,  M.  D.     8vo.     66.66. 
'  •  Medical  Reports  of  Cases  and  Experiments,  with  Observation 
chiefly  derived  from  Hospital  Practice.    By  Samuel  Argent  Bards* 
tey>  Mi  D.     8vo*     8s.  boards. 

•-  Discoveries  on  the  Management  of  fn£mtsr  and  the  Treatment 
of  their  Diseases.     By  John  Herd  ma  rv  M.  D.     8vo.    -6$.  boards* 

The  Code  of  Health  and  Longevity ;  or  a  Concise  View  of  the 
Principles  oaloulated  for  -the-ftaeervaikto  of  Health,  and' die  At- 
uinment  of  long  Life.  By  Sir  John  Sinclair,  Baru  -'  4  vol.  t  ftoo* 
48s.  bound.  A  ~  X .  .v.:    j:  ^ :  * 
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A  afadrt  System  of  Comparative  Anatomy.  By  J.  F.  Btumtni 
bach.    8vo.     12ft.  boards.  ■ 

Tie  Anatomy  and  Surgical  Treatment  df  Crural  and  Umbili- 
cal Hernia,  ft*  fcc  By  Akiey  Cooper*  Part  II.  Atlas  folio/ 
42s.  bound. 

IttTlMtStCSi 

';  An  Inquiry  into  the  Gonstmftioo  and  Economy  of  Man,  Na-» 
tural,  Moral- and  Religious*    By  R.  C.  Sims.    4s.  boards. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Observations  on  the  Advantages  and  Practicability  of  making 
Tunnels  under  Navigable  Riven,  particularly  applicable  to  the 
proposed  Tunnel  under  the  Forth  ;  With  in  Appendix;  By 
James  Millar,  M.  Di  F.  6.  A.  8.  and  Wilttant  Vaziei  Esq;  8vo. 
6s.  Mewed.  <**< 

Th»  Student's  Companion »  or,  -Summary  bf  General  Know- 
ledge, with  Plates*    By  John  flabtnfe.     lSmo.     7s.  boards. 

Lectures  on  the  Art  of  Bngmtfnv,  delivered  at  the  Royal  In- 
stitution of  Great  Britain*  -By  John  Lands&r,  F*  S-  A.  Sro: 
10s.  6d.  boards. 

A  Dissertation  oil  the  Hebtew  Roto*.  By-Mr Vricea  limb.  5s. 

The  Discovery  of  the  New  and  Natural  Era  of  Mankind,  and 
the  Means  of  carrying  it  into  Meet.    Number  1.    Ss.  6ch 

Notes  and  Obebrvatkma  on  the  Part  of  the  History  of  the  Bri- 
tish Isles-    By  Robert  Cowper,  M.  IX  F.  R.  S>  Edin.    2s.  6d. 

Fragibenta  of  Oriental  Literature,  with  a  Plate  from  i  GhStifese 
Vase. .   8vo.    6s.  board* 

Dialogues  on  various  Subjects*  By  the  late  Wltlkm  Gilpin, 
A.M.    8s.  boards. 

The  Director,  vol.  1.     l*fe  6dt  boards*  *  « 

A  Picturesque  Representation  of  the  Naval,  Military,  and  Mis* 
trllaneous  Costumes  of  Great  Britain}  -in  100  coloured  Plates* 
By  John  Augustus  Atkinson.    Vol.  li    5/<  Si*    Royal  folio. 

A  Letter  to  the  Editor  of  the  Times.    By  MrHofneTooke.    Is. 

The  Works'  of  Sir  William  Jones,  with  the  life  of  the  Author* 
By  Lord  Teignmouth.     ifr  vol.    atex    6/,  16s.  6d.  boards. 

A  Collection  of  Epigram*,  Ludicrous:  Epitaph*,  Sonnet*,  Tales, 
frc.     Foolscap  8vo.    4s.  boasds* .  .    .  - 

The  Rising  Sun.    V6L  5.    7a.  boards*    . 

Bast  Jo^Registcr,  1806*    6s.  6d.  boanta 

Prize  Essays,'  and  Transactions  of  tH&PHtfe  Highfcfhd  Society 
«tf  Scotland.  By  Henry  Mackesiie,  Esq.  Vol.*.    14s.  8vo.   bds. 

The  Lounger's  Commonplace  Book ;  or  Miscellaneous  Collect 
tions  in  History,  Science,-  Criticism,  Poetry  and  Komtrite.  VoL 
4.* '  ?s.  boardi. 

▲  Ixter  to  the  Elector*  ef  Westminster  5  containing  a  Refuta- 
tion of  the  Caiumofea  of  JohifcJiorn  Toohe; ,  By  A.  Hewlings.    1  $4 

The  Fashionable  World  reformed ;  being  Reflections  on  Thia« 
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trical  Representations,  &c.    By  PhUokosmes.    too.    is.  6dL    Ms, 

MILITARY. 

A  correct  Map  of  the  Plains  of  St  Eufemia,  and  Plan  «f  the 
ever  memorable  Battle  of  'Maida,  with  a  Letter-prtas  Description 
of  the  Action,  drawn  on  a  large  Scale.  By  Captain  P.  T.  Ryves, 
Assistant  Quarter-Master-Genend.  19s.  6d. 
.  A  Map  of  the  Country  round  Great  Marfew,  with  a  Plan  of 
the  Encampment  at  Park»HiU,  in  1301,  far  the  Uae  of  die  Royal 
Military  College.    2  sheets.    21s.  each. 

MYTHOLOGY. 

Letters  on  Mythology,  in  which  the  Histories,  Characters  and 
Attributes  of  the  Principal  Divinities  and  Mythological  Person- 
ages pf  Greece,  Rome,  Egypt,  &£.  are  concisely  delineated*  with 
Sketches  of  the  most  remarkable  Customs  of  Ancient  Nations, 
&c    By  R.  Morgan.     12mo.    5s*  6d.  boards. 

NATURAL  PHILOSOPHY, 

A  Course  of  Lectures  on  Natural  Philosophy,  and  die  Mecha- 
nical Arts.  .  By  Thomas  Young.    2  vol.    ito.    5/«  5s-  boands. 

NOVELS. 

Mandeville  Ca&tte ;  or,  the  TwoEllinors.  2  vol.  12mo.  7s.  Ms. 

Drelincourt  and  Rodakri ;  or,  Memoirs  of  Two  Noble  Fami- 
lies.   By  Miss  Byron.    3  vol.     18b.  boards. 

The  Discarded  Son  ?  or,  the  Haunt  of  the  Banditti.  By  Mrs 
Roche.     5. vol.    27s.  6<L  sewed. 

Laurette.    By  Mrs  Thomson.    3  vol.     13s*  6d.  sewed. 

Vesuvia ;  or,  Anglesea  Manor.     3  voL     13s.  6d.  sewed. 

Casde  of  Roviego,  an  Italian  Romance.    4  .voL  2  t*. 

The  Convent  of  Notre' Dame ;  or  Jeannette.  By  the  Anther 
of  the  Tale  of  Mystery.     2  vol.     16s. 

A  Winter  at  fiath  j  or,  Love  as  k  may  be,     4  vol.    16s.  bds. 

The  Benevolent  Monk  >  or,  the  Castle  of  Olalla  ;  a  Romance, 
fcy  T.  Melville.     3  vol.     13s.  6d.  boards. 

Henry  Hooka.    BvMrDibdia.    3  vol.     12s.  sewed. 

The  Legends  of  a  Nunnery.    4  voL    2ts.  sewed. . 

The  Infidel  Mother.     3  vol.,    1S>.  sewed. 

The  English  Gil  Bias  >  or,  Adventures  ctf  Gabriel  Tangent. 
By  John  Canton.     S  vol.     13s.  6d.  ^ 

George  the  Third.    3  voL     12s.  boards. 

Helen ;  or,  Dramatic  Occurrences,  a  Tajo>  By  .Aaguatn  Ann 
Hirst.    2  vol.     10s.  6d.  boards. 

The  Hungarian  Brothers.  By  Mks  Anna  Maria  Porter,  a  vol* 
13s.  6d. 

libertine.    By  Rosa  Matilda.    4  vol.     18s.  boards. 

Theodore ;  or,  the  Enthusiast.    4  vol.     12mo*»  21s.  boards. 

The  Wedding  Day.    By  EKzabeth  Isabella  Spence.    3voL    12$. 

Romances  of  the  Pyrenees.     5  vol.    20s.  boards. 

Conscript.    2  vol.    7s.  boards. 

Count  Eugenia,    Srol.    Ife  tardf* 
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Gabriel  Forrester,  or  the  deserted  Son.  '  4  vol.    91 s. 

The  Royal  Eclipse,  or  Secret  Memoirs  of  Squire  George  and 
his  Wife.     7s,  boards. 

The  Fugitive  Gmntess,  a  Tale.  By  M*s  Wilkinson.  4  vol.  18s. 

Griffith  Abbey,  or  Memoirs  of  Eugenia.  By  Mrs  C  Matthews. 
S  vol.    9s.  boards. 

EKzabeth,  or  the  Exile  of  Siberia *  fmm  the  Fifcnch  of  Madame 
Cottio.    4s.  6d. 

Family  Annate.  .  S  voL    25s.  boards. 

The  Demon  of  Sicily.    By  E.  Montagu,  Esq.  4  voL  20s.  Ms. 

The  Spanish  Outlaw.    By  Mr  Herbert.    4  vol.    21s. 

Friar  Hildargo,  a  Romance,    By  E.  Martin.    4  vol.    21s. 

The  Bandit's  Bride,  or  the  Maid  of  Saxony.    By  the  Author 
of  Montbrastl  Abbey.    4  vol.    18b.  sewed. 
'  Alvendown  Vicarage.    8  vol.    9s.  sewed. 

Julian,  or  my  Father's  House,  from  the  French  of  DUcray* 
Demenil.    By  Mrs  Meeke.    4  rol.     18s.  sewed* 
.  Coriima,  or  Italy.    By  Madam  de  Stael  Hoktem.     3  voL  15s. 

The  Soldier*!  Family,  or  Guardian  Genii,  a  Romance.  By 
AnneOrmsby.  -4voL    26s.  boards. 

Ellen,  Heiress  of  the  Castle.  By  Mrs  Pilkington.  S  vol. 
12 mo.     12s.  boards. 

PHYSIOLOGY. 

4  An  Inquiry  into  the  Changes  induced  on  Atmospheric  Air,  by 
die  Germination  of  Seeds,  the  Vegetation  of  Plants,  and  the  Res- 
piration of  Animals,  &c.    By  Daniel  Ellis.    8vo.    6s.  boards. 

FOftTRY. 

The  Exodiad,  a  Poem;  Book  1,  2,  3,  4.  By  Richard  Cum- 
berland, Esq.  and  Sir  James  Bland  Burges,  Bart.    4to.   15s.  bds. 

Sympathy,  Landscapes  in  Verse,  Tears  of  Genius,  Cottage 
Pictures,  and  other  Poems;  rerised,  corrected,  and  illustrated 
with  Notes,  embellished  with  beautiful  Engraving*  byCardon, 
from  original  Designs  by  I^outherbourgh  and  Barber.  By  S.  J. 
Pratt,  Esq.     10s.  JfeL  boards. 

Conversation ;  a  Didactic  Poem  in  three  Parts.  By  William 
Cooke,  Esq.    4s.  boards. 

Lore's  Lyrics ;  or,  Cupid's  Carnival.  By  J.  Scott  Byerley,  Esq. 
Small  8vo.    7s.  boards. 

Lyrics  on  Love,  with  Translations  and  Imitations  from  the 
French  and  Spanish  Language*    12mo.    6s.  boards. 

Gr — Ue  Agonistes ;  a  Dramatic  Poem.     Is.  6cL 

Tenby,  Navy  of  England  and  other  occasional  Poetry.  By 
George  Baker.     5s.  boards. 

Poems,  Original,  and  Translations.  By  P.  J.  Ducarel,  Esq. 
7s.  boards. 

Poems  Moral,  Descriptive  and  Elegiac.  By  the  Rev.  J.  Th^m* 
son.    2s. 
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The  Alarum,  a  Pdem.    3s, 
*  Poems.     By  William  Wordsworth.     2.  toL     Foolscap  tort- 
us, boards. 

The  Triumphs  of  Petrateh,  translated  into  English,  with  an 
Introduction  and  Nptes.  By  die  Rer.  Henry  Boyd,  A.  M~  8+o. 
7s.  6d.  boards. 

Poems.    By  James  Gtahtme.    4  vol.    Foolscap  8ro.    14s. 

The  Poetical  Works  of  Sir  William  Jones,  with  the  life  of  the 
Author.    2  vol.    Foolscap  &ro.     10*.  Gd.  boards. 

The  Britanntad  and  Hiberniad,  Poems  not  Satirical,  on  the 
Formation  and  Changes  of  the  late  Ministry.    4to. 

Mirth  and  Metre,  consisting  of  Poems  Serious,  Humorous, 
and  Satirical.    By  C  Dibdin,  jun.     as.-  boanfe. 

Music,  a  Didactic  Poem.    Royal  fhro.    21s.  bbattfo. 

The  Inferno  of  Dante  Alighiere  5  translated  into  English  Blarik 
Verse,  with  Notes,  and  a  Life  of  the  Author,  by  Nathaniel  How- 
ard.    8s.  boards.  * 

Diversions  of  Taste,  or  Poetic  Pictures  from  the  Briubhtai,  Is. 

The  Elegies  of  C  Pedo  Albinovanus,  a  Latin  Poet  of  the  Au- 
gustan Age,  with  an  English  Version.    8*0.  4s. 
.'  The  Moorland  Bard,  or  Poetical  Recollections  of  a  Wearer  in 
the  Moorlands  of  Staffordshire,  with  Notes.    2  vtii*  •  7fe.  boards* 

POLITICAL'  ECONOMT. 

Some  Thoughts  en  the  Present  'State  of  the  Etoglish  Peasantry, 
written  in  consequence  of  Mr  Whitbread's  motion  in  the  House 
of  Commons,  Feb.  19,  1807.    By  I.  N.  Brewer.     Is.  6d.  * 

POLITICS. 

LdErakine'sSpeechintheHouseof  Lords,  April  13. 1 107.  Is. 
.  A  Plain  Address  to  die  People  of  England,  in  explanation  of 
the  sacred  Causes  which  occasioned  the  Pismbsil  of  His  Ma- 
jesty's late  Ministers.  -  0d. 

'the  State  of  the  Catholics  of  Ireland  explained.  By  a  Member 
of  Parliament.    Ss.  * 

A  True  History  of  a  late  Short  Administration.  '  9d. 

Sketch  of  a  Speech  delivered  by  John  Keogh,  Esq.  at  a  meet* 
ing  of  the  Catholics  of  Dublin.     Is. 

A  Letter  to  Samuel  Whitbread,  Esq.  M.  P.  on  the  subject  of 
Two  Bills  now  pending  in  Parliament.  By  Robert  Devererf,  Es^i 
is.  6d. 

General  Reflections  on  the  System  of  the  Poor  Laws,  with  a 
short  View  of  Mr  Whitbread's  Bill,  and  Comment  on  it.    Is.  6d. 

General  Observations  upon  die  probable  Effects  of  any  Mea^ 
sures  which  have  for  their  Object  die  Increase  of  the  Regular 
Armv  i  and  upon  the  Principles  which  shoujd  regulate  the  Sys- 
tem for  calling  out  the  great  body  of  the  People  in  Defence  of 
the  British  Empire.     8va    2s.  6d. 

A  Letter  addressed  to  Samuel  Whitbread,  Esq.  M.  P.  in  coo* 
sequence  of  the  unqualifie4  Approbation,  expressed  by  him  in 
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tbc  House  fi(  Commons,  of  Mr  Lancaster's  System  of  Education. 
By  John  Bowles,  Esq.     8vo.     2s.  6<L 

Cursory  Reflections  on  the  Measures  now  in  Agitation  in  favour 
of  the  Roman  Catholics  of,  the  United  Kingdom.     8vo.     2s.  M. 
.  The  British  Cabinet  of  J  806 ;  or,  Menioirs  of  the  Illustrious 
Personages  who  cojapoeed  the  late  Administration.     5s.  boards. 
The  Substance  of  Three  Speeches  in  Parliament,  00  the  Sub- 
ject for  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade. :  By  G.  Hibbut,  Esq. 
t4tf,P,.  fcufid. 

Means  adequate  to  the .  present  Crisis  and  future  Prosperity 
.  andHappiness  of  the  Empire ;  or,  Proposals  for  the  proper  Ma- 
nagement of  Public  Affairs,  and  for  procuring  an  immediate,  ad- 
vantageous, secure,  and  permanent  Peace.    6s.    . 
k     A  Letter.  mldrtsae4  to  Sir  Francis  Burdetft  Bart,  on  the  Con- 
fc  duct  which  die  Electors  ought  to  pursue  in  the  present  awful 
£risis>    6d. 

,     Twp  Disaeditions  on  the  Catholics.    By  a  Clergyman.   12mo. 
3s.  boards. 

A  Sequel  to  the  Serious  Examination  into  the  Roman  Catholic 
,£laims,j  containing  a  more  particular  Inquiry  into  the  Doctrines 
of  Popery,  as  formerly  held,  and  as  now  professed,  with  Re* 
/narks  00  some  late  Publications  of  Mr  Keogh,  Mr  Quin,  Sir 
John  .Throckmorton,  and    DrMUlner.     By  the  Rev.  Thomas 
Lt  Mesurier.    3s. 
A  Ltftec  to  |he  Lord  Bishop  of  Durham.    2s. 
Observations  on  the  Catholic  Bill.     Is. 
. .   ^Suggestions  arising  from  the  Abolition  of  the  Slave  Trade  for 
;  supplying  the  Demands  of  (he  West  India  Cofcmies  with  agricul- 
tural Labourers.  .  By  Robert  Townsend  Farquhar  Esq.    Ss.  6d. 
Plain  Facts ;  or  a  Review  of  the  Conduct  of  th^  late  Ministers. 
2s.  6d.  .      .   .  ..  .        • 

A  few  Observations  on  th*  Danger  of  admitting  Catholics  in- 
to Offices,  either  Civil  or  Military,  recommended  to  the  Serious 
.Consideration  of  all  Parties.  By  a  Magistrate  of  the  County  of 
Berks.     Is.  6d. 

Letters  addressed  to  the  Right  Hon.  Lord  M.  on  the  late  Ex- 
peditions to  the  Spanish  Main  $  and  on  the  Expediency  of  a  gra- 

*  dual  and  sytematical  Emancipation.  . 

Considerations  upon .  the  .Trade  with  India,  and  the  Policy  of 
continuing  the  Company's  Monopoly,    4to.     7s.  6d.  boards. 

Thoughts  on  the  Present  Crisis  of  our  Domestic  Affairs.  By 
Another  Lawyer.     2s.  6d. 

The  Fallen  Angels !  a  brief  Review  of  the  Measures  of  the 
Jate  Administration,  particularly  as  connected  with  the  Catholic 
Question.     4s. 

A  Letter,   stating,  the  Connexion  .which. Presbyterians,  Dis- 
.$emen),  and  Catholics,  bad  with  the  recent  Event.     9d. 
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A  Reply  to  Observations  on  what  is  ctikd  the  Cathofe  BBL 

By  a  Protestant  Clergyman.    3d. 

STATISTICS. 

An  Essay  on  the  Study  of  Statistics,  containing  a  Syllabus  for 
Lectures,  and  intended  to  assist  the  inquiries**!  inexperienced 
Travellers.    By  D.  Boileau.    2s.  6d.  boards. 

THEOLOGY. 

A  Scriptural  Lecture  oft  Heads  *  or,  the  Triumphs  of  Grace 
Divine  in  Jesus  Christ  the  Second  Man,  the  Lord  from  Heaves, 
over  all  the  Evils  of  the  First  Man.     2s,  6d.  sewed. 

Supplement  to  the  Signs  of  the  Times  s  with  an  answer  to  Mr 
Faber.    By  J.  Bicheno,  A.  M.    2s, 

A  Sermon  preached  in  the  Parish  Church  of  Hanweil,  in  the 
county  of  Middlesex,  on  Feb.  2.  1807.  By  the  Rev.  John  Bond, 
A.  M.     is. 

A  Second  Defence  of  Revealed  Religion ;  in  Two  Sermons 

? reached  in  the  Chapel  Royal  St  James's.  By  Richard  Watson, 
).  D.  Lord  Bishop  of  LlandarT.    3s,  < 

Luther's  Commentary  on  St  Paul's  Epistle  to  the  Galatians, 
with  the  Life.  By  the  Rev.  Erasmus  Middietoa,  R  D.  #ro.  9s. 
boards. 

Religious  Union,  Perfective,  and  the  support  of  Civil  Union. 
Svo.     3s. 

A  Scriptural  Lecture  on  Heads ;  with  a  Supplementary  Ad* 
dress  to  Mr  Robert  Winter  on  his  late  Sermon.  By  a  Neigh- 
bour.    2s.  $d. 

Critical  Remarks  on  J>r  Tatham's  Two  Addresses  to  the  Mem* 
•  bers  of  Convocation.     1  s. 

Essays  to  do  Good,  addressed  to  all  Christians,  whether  in 
.  Private  or  Public  Capacities.  By  Cotton  Mather,  D.  D.  Revis- 
ed an4  improved  by  G.  Burder.     12mo.    2s.  6d. 

Domestic  Discipline,  and  Youth  admonished,  two  Sermons, 
ByD.  Tyreman.    8vo.     ls.>6d. 

An  Appendix  to  Dr  Watt's  Psalms  and  Hymns.  By  Dr  Wil- 
liams and  Mr  $oden.     12mo.     large  print,  5s. 

Toplady's  Prayers  enlarged.     Is.  6d, 

A  Short  Epitome  of  the  History  and  Doctrine  of  the  Holy 
Bible.     By  Mrs  Wilson,  lsf  6d. 

The  Churchman's  Remembrancer.     Vol.  I.     10s.  6d.  boards. 

Parochial  Divinity;  or  Sermons  on  various  Subjects.  By 
Charles  Abbot,  D.D,  F.  R.  S.     8vo.     9s.  boards. 

Lectures  on  Systematic  Theology,  and  on  Pulpit  Eloquence. 
Rj  the  hte  George  Campbell,  D.£),  F.  R.  S.  Ed. 

Seventy  Sermons  on  the  Doctrines  and  Duties  of  Christianity. 
By  William  Joy  Young.     2  vol.  8vo.     14s.  boards. 

-Sexaginta  Condones  ad  Fidem  et  Usum  Christiana*  ReHgkmis 

wites,  novis  typis  accurate  Manuscripts  imkantibus  manda- 

Presbytero  Ecclesise  Anglican*  compositae  j  or,  Sixty  Sert 
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toons  written  by  a  Clergyman  of  the  Established  Church,  printed 
in  die  Manner  of  Manuscript,  and  done  up  separately  for  the 
Pulpit.    SL 

Two  Sermons  preached  in  the  Parish  Church  of  St  Philip  and 
St  Martin,  Birmingham ;  at  the  request  of  the  Governors  of  the 
Blue  Coat  School  in.  that  Town,  .on  Sunday,  April  26th,  1807. 
By  the  Rev.  John  Eyton,  A.  M.    fs. 

A  Sermon  preached  at  St  Mary  Magdalen's  Church,  Taunton, 
at  the  Visitation  of  the  Worshipful  John  Turner,  May  19.  1807. 
By  die  Rev.  Thomas  Comber.     Is* 

-  Lectures  on  Scripture  Facts.  By  the  Rev.  William  Bengo 
CoUver. 

•  •  Tne  Duties  of  a  Marriage  State,  or  Pastoral  address  *  designed 
also  as  a  general  IMustratkm  of  the  Form  of  Solemnization  of 
Matrimony.    By  Bazil  Wood.    9d. 

-  A  Fourth  Address  to  the  Members  of  Convocation,  respect- 
ing the  new  Statute  upon  Public  Examination.  By  the  Rector  of 
Lincoln  College.    6*d. 

Sermons  and  Letters  by  the  Rev.  William  Alphonsus  Gurm. 
0s.    8vo.  bound. 

The  Glorious  Hope  of  a  Last  World.    6d, 

TOPOGRAPHY.  4 

The  Picture  of  Newcastle-upon-Tyne ;  containing  a  Guide  to 
the  Town  and  Neighbourhood,  a  History  of  the  Roman  Wall, 
and  a  particular  Account  of  the  Coal-Mines.  Illustrated  by  a 
New  and  Correct  Phtn  of  the  Coal  District,  including  the  Rivers 
Tyne  and  Wear,  the  Collieries,  Streets,  Roads,  Towns,  Villages 
and  Gentlemens'  Seats ;  a  Plan  of  Newcastle,  and  a  Descriptive 
Vignette  by  Bewick.     5s. 

Antiquarian  and  Topographical  Cabinet.  Vol.  I.  with  50 
plates,  15s.    Large  paper  1/.  4s. 

Caledonia ;  or,  an-  Account  Historical  and  Topographic,  of 
North  Britain,  from  the  most  Ancient  to  die  Present  times,  with 
a  Dictionary  of  Places  Chronographical  and  Philological.  To  be 
completed  in  4  vols.  By  George  Chalmers,  F.  R.  S.  and  S.  A. 
•Vol.  I.    4to.     3).  3s.  boards.    Imperial  41.  14s. 

-  BlomenekTs  Topographical  History  of  the  County  of  Norfolk } 
containing  the  #hole  Matter  which  is  in  the  five  Folio  Volume^ 
with  all  the  Plates  re-engraved,  and  a  Portrait  of  the  Author. 
11  vol.  royal  Svo.  18s.  each;  royal  4to.  21.  2s.  each. 

Delineations  of  St  Andrews :  being  a  particular  Account  of 
-every  Thing  remarkable  in  the  History  and  present  State  of  die 
•City  and  Ruins,  the  University,  and  other  interesting  Objects  of 
that  antient  ecclesiastical  Capital  of  Scotland.  By  James  Grier* 
son.     12mo.    5s.  boards. 

A  Description  of  the  Cathedral  Church  of  Ely,  with  some 
Account  of  the  Conventual  Buildings,  wijth  Plates.  By  George 
>fillar.    12s,    8vo.  boards 
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4»*  ^rttrly  Ifi  *f  New  PuUictUions,  JUJ7 

The  Mew  Pictore  of  Scotland,  T>ctRg  an  Accurate  Gvide  to 
that  Part  of  the  Ueited  Kirigdoms,  with  Historical  Dvcriptive 
Accounts  of  the  principal  Buildings,  Curiosities  and  Antiqiutkt. 
With  iPtates.     18mo.  2«oL    9s. 

T&AVfiLS. 

Travels  through  the  Canadas ;  containing  a  Description  of  the 
Picturesque  Scenery  on  some  of  the  Rivers  aad  Lakes ;  with  an 
Account  of  the  Productions,  Commerce,  and  Inhabitants  of  those 
.  Provinces.  To  which  is  subjoined  a  Comparative  View  of  the 
Manners  and  Customs  of  Several  of  the  Indian  Natiprn  of  North 
-  and  South  America*  By  George  Heriet,  Esq,  4**  $1,  Hto,  64. 
boards  ;  with  a  separate  Atlas,  31.  ISs.  6d.  ' 

The  Present  State  of  Turkey  %  or*  a  Description  of  the  Political, 
Civil,  and  Religious  Constitution,  Government  and  Laws  of  the 
Ottoman  Empire.   By  Thomas  Thornton,  Esq.    4to.    Ills.  bd*. 

The  Stranger  in  England ;  or,  Travels  in.  Great  Britain.  From 
(he  German  of  C..A.  G.  Qoede%    3»  vol*    8w*     15a,  bond*. 

Observations  on  a  Journey  through  Spain  and  Italy  to  Naples,  and 
thence  to  Smyrna  and  Constantinople.   2yoL    8vo.    10s.  6<L  bds. 

A  Tour  through  Holland,  along  the  Right  and  Left  Banks  of 
of  the  Rhine,  to  JDarmstadt,  in  the  Summer  and  Autumn  of 
1806,  w^h  numerous  and  beautiful  Engravings.  By  Sir*  John 
Csjt.    49s.    4tor    boards. 

Journal  of  a  Tpur  through  Ireland*  By  Sir  Richard  Grit 
Hoare,  Baronet.     10*.  6d.    8vo.    boards. 

Travels  in  the  Year  1806,  from  Italy  to  England  through  the 
Tyrol,  Syria,  Bohemia,  Gallicia,  Poland,  and  Livonia;  contain- 
ing the  particulars  of  th*  LibeKatkw  of  Mrs  Spenoer  Smith  from 
the  ha^ds  of  the  French  Police,  and  of  her  subsequent  Flight 
through  the  Conntri?*  aboye  mentioned.  Effected  and  written 
by  the  Marquis  De  Salvo,  Mejntar  °^  *h*  A$«4emy.  of  Saeoc^ 
and  Literature  of  Turin,  &o,     7s,  boards* 

The  »ame  work  in  Italian.     10p.-6d.  boards 

The  Travels  of  Bertrandon  de  la  Brocauiere,  {Counsellor,  and 
First  Esquire  Carver  to  Philip  le  Bpn»  Du)p  of  Burgundy)  to 
Palestine ;  and  bis  Return  ffom  Jerusalem  OVerland  to  Francr, 
•during  the  Years  1432  and  14H8,  from  a  Manuscript  in  the  Na- 
tional Library  at  Paris.  Translated  by  Thotot&s  Jbhne$,  Esq. 
With  a  Map  of  Tartary.     8vo.     12s.  boards. 

{5*  In  our  review  of  Mr  Colebroofce's  Treadle,  at  page  aoth  of  the  present  Volame, 
it  ought  to  have  been  mentioned,  that  the  meafurc  of  the  penuanent  tele- 
ment  of  the  revenues  of  Bengal,  to  which  we  have  there  given  fitch  merited 
*  praife,  was  originally  fuggefted  by  Mr  (now  Sir  Philip)  Francis,  in  a  plan  fub- 
mkted  by  him  to  the  Court  of  Directors,  fo  long  ago  as  the  year  1 7  76,  and 
published  in  England  in  178a.  We  have  ceaitxt  to  believe,  nUb,  that  Lord 
Teitfnmoutb,  though  be  approved  of  the  principle  of  that  mcautre,  refilled  iu 
iro mediate  execution,  and  was,  in  this  reflect,  rather  an  opponent,  than  a  co- 
adjutor, of  Lord  Cornwalli*.  ~ 


Digits 


zed  by  G00gle 


>8«7, 


(48ft    ) 

INDEX. 


A****  account  of,  331* 
4fr**>  prevailing  prejudices  againO,  let 
in  a  new  light,  loa. 

afe*,  i6t. 

Amirkm.    oVTanson. 

jfrnyv*,  population  of  the  provinces  of 
the  kingdom  of,  in  the  loth  century, 
compered  with  what  It  ii  at  present, 

4S5- 

Mrmmf%  Indian.  '  6w  Bentley. 
^Awu,  gravitation  explained  By  the  ope- 
ration of,  146.    £picurus's  theory  of, 

Jfrn**,  alams  of  the  utiles  capable  of 

retrieval,  until  the  battle  of,  37*. 
J*ftrist    no  chance  of  fucceis    againft 

France  on  the  Cendncnt  where  (be  is 

not  the  chief  attor,  386. 
B 
*ca*>,  II.,  charge  brought  agaiofr  him 

by  Mr  Bentley,  on  the  fubjeCt  of  In* 

dian  aftroaorny,  457. 
'»£***, Or.    6V  Forbes,  Sir William. 
IfcetJw,  Mr  Montagn,  account  of  the 

death  of,  iSn.  . 
Jbgler*iegjt  the  governors  of  the  greater 

province*  among  the  Turks,  161. 
.?*■£*£    &»Colebtwokel 
4k£*y  on  die  Indian  nibonomy,  455. 

Knowledge  of  the  aAronomy  of  toe 

Orientals  when  firft  brought  to  Eu- 
t     rape,  456.    What  the  object  of  the 

prcient  work,  ib.    Charge  brought  by 

the  author  againft  M-    Bully,   457. 

Inquiry  how  far  it  b  well  founded,  459. 

-  Account  of  the  Indian  fyfem  of  aftro- 

-  uomy,  459.  -  Rations  for  believing  it 
of  very  high  antiquity,  463- 

£^,  anecdote  of  the  grand  duke  of,  a2*. 
JSrjr,  161. 

*Mrtkt  Deputy,  on  the  Catholic  bill,  124. 
Afprt,  deicription  of,  atl. 
jRtvwgtv,  venal,  remarks  on,  440. 
Jfymntb,  objection  fated  by,  to  the  doc- 
trine of  gravinc  atoms,  148. 
Jaufcjne  flotilla  carefully  maintained  in  a 
'     serviceable  fate,  5.    Vaft  army  can  be 

embarked  there  in  a  finglc  day,  6. 
JrVwAfWrrt,  Bertrandon  de  la,  travels  of, 
'     319.     Holy  places  vifitcd  bv,  in  Palef- 
«J*e,  *cf  33©- 


f ,  a  curious  mode  of  court  (hip  In 
New  England,  109. 

B*o*ap*rti.     See  Damourfer. 

Burnt? %  view  of  the  pt  dent  (late  of  Po-i 
land,  general  character  of,  438.  Do* 
feription  of  the  fcenery  of  Poland,  441. 
Villages,  towns,  Ac.  ib.  inns,  443, 
Provifmns  and  manuSaclures,  444.  E- 
normous  wealth  of  ibme  of  the  great 
nobles,  445.  Poblh  hospitality,  ib. 
Houfes,  447*     State  of  the  peasantry, 

•  448.  Female  manners,  451.  Parti- 
tion of  Poland  has  not  diminiihed  -the 
wealth  or  populatipn  ol  the  country, 
453.  Probable  policy  of  France  to- 
wards) ib. 

C 

OtfiXfimm^  bis  arrangement  of  vegetables, 
3°9- 

Oa#-V*g%  commencerocn'  of,  a  celebrated 
epoch  among  the  lodiaiu),  463. 

Cmjmanjt  QuctUoncf  Ciu*.**,  4-:-;.  Va- 
rious caufes  to  which  the  decline  of  the 
fnppoicd  wealth  aod  po»cr  of  Spain 
in  former  times  bas  been  a&ribed,  ib. 
Prcient  wcaint&,  8tc.  of,  not  a  proof 
of  her  decline,  but  of  the  incr^afid 
power  of  .her  ncighboL-s,  424.  View 
of  the  (rate  of  the  commerce  «nd  ma- 
aufaduccs  of,  at  different  periods,  427^ 
Of  her  agriculture  aod  population,  433. 
Account  of  .the  author,  438. 

Carr>  Stranger  in  lrd«tnd,  40.  General 
character of,  ax.  Rcfcmhlance bcivwccn 
the  ftyle  of  toe  author  and  that  of  the 
celebrated  George  Falkcner,  44 .  A nec- 
dotes,  40.  Description  of  the  quarter* 
iefliou*  at  Killarney,  &c.  49.  State  of 
education  in  Ireland,  53.  Prices  of  la- 
bour, 56.  ThralhcTs,  57.  Catholic  o- 
mancipaiioo,  58.  GutalLr  ot  the 
Into,  6a 

Ctrrt  Tour  in  Holland  and  Germany, 
» 7 1.  Author's  uay  of  writing  books, » 
ib.  Journey  between  Delft  and  the 
Hague,  a?5*  French  not  (6  odious  in 
Holland  as  is  generally  believed  in  1  his 
country,  177.  Account  ot  the  W>jd 
near  the  Hague,  278.  Dutch  theatre, 
379.  Dtfcripiion  of  the  banks  ot  t\tc 
Rhine,  a8i.  Anecdote  ol  ihe  grand 
duke  of  Birg,  jSa.  #  i  rcoci*  cosfcrrpts. 
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ib.    Eitreme  rigour  of  Bonaparte's  go- 
vernment in  nutter*  of  commercial  po- 
lice, 183. 
CsfiiU%  account  of  the  population,  Ac 

of.  435- 

Crfaftwfa,  population  of,  at  different  pe- 
riod*, 435. 

Cettcrimr,   emprcfi  of  Raffia,  aneoiotr 

of,  45*- 

&***•&  emancipation,  remarks  00,  5a. 

C*Mia,  Irim.    S«  Parncll.  - 

OsM*,  Engliw,  ntppoied  refofal  of,  to 
renounce  the  dupcnling  power  of  the 
Pope,  133. 

Cau/uy  6nal,  ilreftration  of  the  doctrine 
of,  1  j  a. 

CrWfo  U,  anecdotes  of  fume  of  his  judges, 
105. 

Ckrkfomt  Portrait  of  Quekcrifin,  85. 
General  character  of  the  work,  86. 
What  the  bafis  of  the  Quaker  morali- 
ty, 87.  Specimen  of  their  reasoning 
againft  mafic,  88.  Incoufirtency  of, 
expoied,  89.  Are  rtrictty  forbidden 
the  ajnufesnentsof  the  theatre,  dancing, 
91.  reading  of  nor  els,  and  the  fports 
of  the  6cld,  9a.  Peculiarity  in  their 
drefs,  ib.  in  their  language,  93.  Their 
arguments  againft  calling  any  man  Mr 
or  Sir,  Ac  94.  Private  manners  of, 
96.  Their  opinions  wkh  regard  to 
trade,  97.  Account  of  their  principal 
tenets,  98.  Of  their  interior  govern- 
ment, 99.    Character  of  the  ie6t,  10*. 

CMett'i  Political  RegUter,  reasons  for 
taking  notke  of  in  the  present  review, 
386.  Change  which  has  taken  place 
in  the  anther's  Jeotimcnts  of  late,  387. 
Some  of  his  snconGrtendes  pointed  out, 
388.  Points  on  which  he  has  of  late 
chiefly  defcanted,  395.  Doctrines  which 
he  has » maintained  for  the  laft  four 
months  highly  pernickms,  399.  How 
far  they  admit  of  jnftincation,  405. 
What  the  three  natural  partitions  of 
*     all  mottles,  their  functions,  Ac  411. 

Gdebrmkct  Remarks  on  Bengal,  17.  Ex- 
tent, population,  •  Ac.  of  Bengal,  3°« 
State  of  husbandry  in,  31,37.  Revenue, 
products,  Ac.  31.  State  of  the  pea- 
santry, 35. 

fanfiderathm  on  the  trade  with  India,  pre- 
liminary remarks  on,  334.  General 
character  of,  336.  Diviuon  of  the  fub- 
jett  adopted,  337.  Inquiry  into  the 
relative  advantages  with  which  a  com- 
mercial concern  may  be  carried  on  by 
%  chartered  corporation  on  the  one 
band,  and  by  private  adventurers  on 


the  other,  339.     Preemptions  in  £*- 

.  vour  of  the  latter,  349.  QucfKoncon- 
(idered,  tiow  far  the  commerce  of  India 
may  be  extended*  350.  Private  trade 
of  the  Americans  with,  35a.  State  of 
the  6nances  of  the  India  Company,  35 j. 
Political  grounds  on  which  the  Directors 
defend  their  monopoly  considered,  135. 
Principal  defects  chargeable  cm,  359. 
'What  the  most  probable  akernatnc  if 
the  Company  mould  be  aboluned,  364. 

Cn*i,  description  of  the  quartet  iVfSoag 
*,  50. 

Caarflnfr  curious  mode  of,  in  New  Eng- 
land, 109. 

Cttmm,  Mr,  ver&s  written  by,  46*  A- 
nccdotc  of,  49. 

D 

Drnqm  of  the  country,  1.  View  of  the 
evils  of  being  fobjugated  by  France,  ib. 
Meafurcs  recommended  by  the  author 
for  the  prevention  ol,  4.  Huuniduf 
iovaiion,  in  general,  too  much  over- 
looked, 5.  Means  of  defence  In  Bri- 
tain, by  no  means  adequate  to  meet 
the  threatened- danger,  7.  Truci 
of  the  succories  of  the  French 
fince  the  Revolution,  10.  Some  t 
that  have  contributed  to  the  subjection 
of  the  Continent,  operate,  but  m  a 
lets  degree,  in  England,  and  may  be 
corrected  without  the  expense  of  a  re- 
volution, 13.  Mearoret  by  which  this 
may  be  effected,  17.  Policy  of  mak- 
ing peace  with  France,  considered,  1 8. 
What  the  only  nofible  object*  of  ner- 
fi(Ung  in  hoitiltties,  19.  Advantages 
the  enemy  would  derive  from  a  pacifi- 
cation, aa.;  more  than  counterba- 
lanced by  the  security  and  opportu- 
nity of  recruiting  our  rtrength  which 
we  (hould  thence  enjoy,  13. 

Dantx'uy  description  of  the  country  be- 
yond the  plain  of,  441. 

Daws,  Sir  John,  his  account  of  Ire- 
land, 41* 

Dtrvift*$i  a  reljgious  order  among  the 
Turks,  158. 

ZXaftsftt/,  his  method  of  arranging  ve- 
getables, 309. 

Dtgj  employed  to  draw  carriages  in  Hoi* 
land.  179. 

D*yUx  General,  anecdote  Of,  49- 

DiNfurur,  Jocemcnt  rot  Buonaparte,  36^ 
Character  of,  369.  Buonaparte,  ac- 
cording to  the  author,  indebted  to  good 
fortune  atone  (or  hit  ftngular  focccjfcs, 
ib,  Jn(ti6es  his  dilbeKef  of  Buona- 
parte's military  talents,  37 1.    A&ir* 
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of  the  allies  capable  of  being  retrieved 
until  the  battle  of  Aufterlitz,  accord- 
tag  to  him,  37a.  IU  fucccfc  of  Pruffia 
owing  to  the  mUtakes  of  the  cabinet 

.  «f  Bacfcn,  and  the  dvfaffirftion  of  het 
general*,  374.  Prejecl  aicribed  to  Bo* 
siaparU,  J  75.  French  alliance  always 
popular  in  Sweden,  376.    Whence  |he 

:  anther  cancels  the  final  deftn»£b*a  of 
Buonaparte,  -377*  Cooieqnencet  of 
the  late  events  on  the  continent  con- 

-,  fidered,  379.  Dangerous  fitnation  in 
which  we  are  placed  from  the  defeat 
of  all  <*r  allies,  *c  38a. 

DwfrU,  Dr,  fpedmesi  of  his  poetry,  1x4. 
£ 

JFijimK  beanl  of,  edablUhed  in  Ire- 
land, 53. 

JdwyrtW,  public  and  private,  advantages 
ao4  diladvantagee  of,  compared,  184. 

£mirtt  150. 

tyitmm,  viewof  tfce  atomkal  phfofephy 
.  of,  119. 

Jjnirainrr.  precel&on  of,  of  great  impor- 
tance in  determining  the  antiquity  of 

.   astronomical  calculations,  &c  464. 

tathaaft.    S*e  Wheatley. 

Em$c*c*  of  eatcrnal  objects,  view  of  the 
Uupuec  concerning,  103- 
F 

FtUtmsr,  George,  ftyle  of,  compared  with 
that  of  Mr  Carr,  44. 

Fatah  Ali  Shah,  the  prefent  king  of  Per- 
fm,  account  of,  66. 

JpMk  de  DmUier,  account  of,  15a 

f<fftndtm,  Mr,  the  Hudibras  of  America, 

.   "4- 

Fimxl  caeies,  iUuftration  of  the  doclrine 
of,  ija. 

Jtrkt\  Sir  William,  Life  of  Dr  Beattie, 
general  remarks  on,  171.  Abftraft  of 
the  dotWs  life  previoos  to  the  publi- 
cation of  the  Minftrcl,  173-  ViCts 
London,  and  has  an  interview  with 
their  Majefties,  175-  Refufes  the  of- 
fer of  a  ProsefloriWp  in  the  University 

-  of  Edinburgh,  J 77. ;  and  of  a  Kving  in 
the  church  of  England,  178.    Account 

,  of  a  vifit  to  Dr  Porttus,  then  biihop  of 
Chefler,  180.;  of  the  death  of  his 
yonngeft  (on,  18*.    Public  and  private 

.  education  compared,  184.  Second  Gght 
of  the  Highlanders  explained,  186. 
Remarks  on  the  credit  due  to  the  mar- 
vellous reports  of  voyagers,  187.  On 
the  glaring  imagery  of  the  caflern  poe- 
try, 188.  Strictures  00  the  docWi 
writings,  too. 


Frm*,  greatneft  andJbcccfies  of,  to  wiut 
to  be  afcribed,  za 

French  people,  character  of,  and  their 
leader,  9. 

Fumd>  aoking.    &*  Petty. 
O 

Gtfrtr,  Conrad,  (bggefts  an  improved  me- 
thod of  arranging  vegetables,  309. 

Gmriint  alteration  made  in  thcamafc- 
ment  of  Linnaeus  by,  315* 

Ccfft%  General,  one  of  Charles  L's  judge* 
lingular  anecdote  of,  106. 

G«*f$  tranflatioo  of  Lucretme,  ncponat 
of,  117.  Eocominm  00  Athene,  at8L 
Summary  of  the  atomkal  philosophy 
of  Epicurus,  no.  Remarks  on  Urn 
poetkalmerks  of  Lucretius,  ft  an  Some 
extracts  from  the  prefent  tranAation 
compared  with  the  original,  113. 

0**»'*  Hiftory  of  Ireland,  Il6»  Stata 
of  that  country  in  the  time  of  Hen- 
ry I!.  118.  Scheme  of  Sir  John  Per* 
rot  for  the  civilisation  of,  too, 

G*otnmtt*s,  new,  generally  Metre.  8cc 
but  (hong  and  efficient  io  their  mca- 
fnrcs  of  public  policy,  t  r* 

<»*&*>  •  uvage  pra&ice  in  North  A* 
merica,  1 13. 

Grm*ut»n,  ream*  why  that  force  varies 
inversely  as  the  square  of  the  dsftance* 
146.  Attempts  to  explain  the  nature 
of,  not  iocoofiflcnt  with  sincere  piety, 
fee* 

Gravity,  attempt  to  explain  the  nature 
©ft  M5- 

GrttJu%  ancient,  eufoghim  on,  150. 
H 

Hawirfkury^  Lord,  fpeecb  of,  00  the  Ca- 
tholic petition,  131. 

Htrrtra%  Amnio  de,  author  of  a  book  est 
the  agriculture  of  Spain,  434* 

m#4b>  Sir  J.  C. 

/f^  00  Houfshold  Furniture*  478.  Sub* 
jeft  beneath  the  regard  of  a  gentleman, 
cfpedalljr  under  present  arc*  m  fences, 
ib.  Style  of  the  author,  aferds  little 
evidence  of  his  tasm,  479,  Ohje&  he 
prof c Acs  to  have  in  view,  480.  Dull* 
cuktes  he  hat  had  to  encounter  in  the 
poriuit  ef,  481.  Objections  to  the 
fafhions  he  wilhes  to  introduce,  483. 

BmOUr,  or  the  menflayer,  a  title  of  the 
Grand  Signior,  %*$. 
I 

JoMt*arutt  numbers,  functions,  Ax.  of, 

Jamfim't  ftranger  in  America,  general  cha- 
racter of,  193,    The  author  departs 
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from  England,  104.  Arrives  at  BoA 
-ton,  10 j.  Adventure*  of  three  of 
Charles  the  Ftrft's  judges,  lb.  Character 
of  the  New  Englanders,  ioo\  De- 
fcriptionof  an  American  hqrie-racc, 
Ito.  Landjohbing,  III.  Barbarotu 
prtcllee  fn  the  (bothern  dates,  1 13. 
Newfpapers,  lb.  Literature  and  the 
am,  fM. 

Amm,  office  of,  among  the  Turks,  ijS. 

J*pajk*t  view  of  Le  8age*s  theory  of,- 

US- 
M*ns%  North  American,  foceeft  of  the 

•  Quaker  experiment  for  civilising,  476. 
JrwW  See  Corr,  Gsrshe,  and  PtrittU. 
Jrijb,  ehseaAarof,  60. 

JrijLmmm,    loyal,  curfory  Reflections  by, 

•  sjl. 

K 

KUUr»*yt  drteription  of  the  ooarter-fcA 
fious  at,  49* 

L 

ZtwUirt,  Mr,  author  of  a  work  6n  the 
IfcianufaciMJi'i  xnd  external  cotflsnerce  of 
Bangui,  17. 

Limums,  ieeual  fyfcm  of,  313.  Iiflprr- 
tofHons  In  remedied  by  different  au- 
thors, 314*  Additions  and  changes 
made  in,  Once  his  time,  316. 

Xefjfav,  prodigtnos,  105. 

Lmrttou.    nee  Gas**. 
M 

MsAmmtt,  leading  mailmt  of  the  religion 

«*•  »*4- 

Mabmmrt  II,  Greek  empire  finally  over- 
turned hy,  153. 

Msjimct,  fine  road  made  from  In  Cologne 
by  the  French  ieddters  daring  the  ccl4- 
fatlon  of  hoOilitkt,  *8l. 

Jkfear,  black  Gone  at,  an  object  of  pe- 
culiar reverence  to  the  Mahometans, 

Memory,  dUpote  about  the  evidence  of, 

194. 

Afatmb,  natural  and  artificial,  of  arrang- 
ing ohjrels,  .TIT. 
MiJdUmtn,  what  it  meant  by,  in  Ireland, 

55- 

Mtifin,  Dr,  endrevours  to  improve  the 
botanical  arrangement  of  GeTalpinus, 
310. 

M»ry/wt%  Fynrs,  his  account  of  the  Iriih, 

303. 
Mufti,  the  fir  ft  doctor  of  the  law  among 
.    the  Turks,  258- 

MmlfU%  or  Tirkilh  code  of  laws,  359. 
Murkt,  General.    SHBerp 

N 
XaMr  Shah,  account  of  the  moft  im- 


•    portent  events  1 
Perfia  fince  the  death  of,  4f> 

Nsmsrtth,  ckfetptton  of,  3J1. 
P 

PsrmtTt  apology  for  the.  Irk*  CnthoRrt* 
199.  GoodufioM  wbsth  the  encase 
attempu  to  prove,  joo.  View  of  the 
hUsory  of  Ireland,  from  dm  rinse  of 
Henry  II.  to  the  grand  mucin  on  mtho 
reign  of  Charles  I.  m.  aWtnuons  cess* 
dkion  of  the  trim  In  thedanenf  (^aeen 
ERaabetb,  301.  8sngnioaay  sonant 
which  have  from  tkne  to  tame  take* 
place  in  Ireland  not  owing  sokly  to  the 
mfliienee  of  the  Cathohc  teJejtim,  JQfr 

P*Jt*t  161. 

jPwngv,  little  danger  tobei. 
from  the  influence  of,  417." 

Ptrrrt,  Sir  John,  plan  of  ponry  1 
by,  in  Inrimnd,  iscc 

JVfa  anxiety  of  the  French  eagnuui  te» 
secure  the  alliance  of,  63.    $s*jrer«ejw 

Pctty\  Lord  Henry,  plan  of  finance,  **» . 
DiftingoJming  excellence  of  the  nanuuuj 
fyftem,73.    Firft  eftabHmateotof  the 
finking  fund,  74.    Tarnation  castootn* 
carried  much  further  in  Britain  without 
degenerating  into  oppsenson,  75.     Ex* 
tendon  of  the  (inking  fund  rrrptfrsl  . 
by  the  preient   writer,  76.    NeoVffity 
of  guarding  againft  its  too  rapid  opcr-i 
ation,  77.    Short  view  of  the  detail*  oT 
the  plan,  78. 

P\»kertm%  Geography,  general  remarks 
on,  155.  Account  of  Profua,  ic*V 
Of  the  Aoftrian  dominions,  160.  Of 
the  population  of  England  and  Wales, 
163.  Methods  the  author  has  taken 
to  fupply  the  defrOs  in  his  former  edi- 
tion, 164.  Specimens  of  his  (kill  in, 
the  Spanish  language,  166.  RcanatJGe 
on  the  ftylc  of  the  work,  169. 

PJmtrmrn,  00  great  advantage  to  be  ex- 
peeled  from  theeaclafioo  of,  from  (cats 
In  Parliament,  416.  Whence  the 
principal  danger  from,  arifixv  418. 

PUnmt  SemtmAu,  Caius,  his  botanical  ar- 
rangement, 309. 

P**icat  eitradb— from  Sotheby's  Saul, 
207. — from  Good's  tranfWion  of  Lu- 
cre tin*,  %%$, 

Putry  of  the  EafterU  natiuns,  why  Jo  foil 

■   of  zlaring  imagery,  f  88. 

P*Un<L     Sec  BmnuK 

P»pty  illuftration  of  the  nature  of  the  to- 
preroacy  of,  134 

Ptri*u,  Dr,  ascription  of  hismmilf  c- 
ftaMiuVnent  at  Hunton;  180.^, 

Prroo/F%  life  of  Le  Sage,  137.    Birth  and 
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sof  LcSage,  lb.  ttanofhis 
mi,  tfi.  Method  he  took  to 
fttisfy  himfttf  whether  the  Author  of 
rf etui e  controlled  to  fmpofe  oil  himself 
the  Amu  law  that  originally  marked 

-  the  ItofHtUtion  of  the  Sabbath,  130. 
RenWrt*  on  the-  fate  df  the  -mathema- 
tical Science*  1rt  frtfnce,  141.  8ketch 
of-  hit  intellectual  chancier,  144. 
Outline  of  bis  theory  of  impurfion, 
t4*.  Objections  to,  T48.  Isunjuftly 
accuftd  of  irreligion,  T56.    luuftration 

-  oMrtedottrine  of  final  caufes,  15  a.  " 
fnJUy  accoint  of  the  kingdom  of,  156. , 
JV»£«,  eauies  of  the  late  di&ftrrs  of,  374. 

$mkrt,  bafit  of  their  morality,  S7. 
Statement  of  their  reafoning  againft 
mafic,  88.    The  amniements  of  the 

•  theatre  and  dancing  prohibited  among, 
91.  aHb  reading  of  novels  and  the 
tportf  of  the  field,  9a.  Peculiarities 
to  their  draft,  91.  and  language,  93. 
Private  manners  of,  9$.  Their  regu- 
laftotfs  with  regard  to  trade,  97.  Ac- 
count 6f  their  four  great  tenets,  98. 
"iTWir  interior  government,  99* 

jfjertfi^Urtofnewpubllcatioiii,  135. 487. 
R 

*JiW,  description  of  the  banks  of,  aSt. 

Mhnmut  A.  Qjnritius,  endeavours  to  form 
an  artinWaFoetinlcal  fyftem,  311. 

J^aJEe,  probable  consequences  of  her  per* 
severing  m  the  war,  381. 
8 

JoUntf,  method  adopted  by  Le  Sage  to 
ascertain  whether  or  not,  |ne  operations 
of  Providence  were  rofpcnded  during, 

139- 
&g#,  Le.    Bee  Prevoft. 
&•/«*,  i6r. 
g<y»#nVrif,  or  Haodard  of  Mahomet, 

kept  by  the  Turks  as  the  pailadium  of 

their  empire,  257. 
AevqrVs  account  of  Mew  Zealand,  471. 

Description  of  the  Bay  of  UUuds,  47a. 

Character  of  the  Hew  Zcalanders,  473. 

Religion,  he.  475.    Accoont  of  the 

succefs  of  the  Quaker  experiment  for 

civilizing  the  North  American  Indians, 

476. 
B**L    See  8otheby. 
AwMZ-fight,  of  the  Highlander!,  remaik 

on,  186. 
Bbmkefremre,  incident  relating  to  the  ftatoe 

of,  at  Stratford,  189. 
Shim,  climate  of  the  environs  of,  63. 
Sigmbr,  Grand,  titles,  ablblute  power,  *c 


Afcvt-trad*.     oW  vtttberforce. 

8mHbt  Dr  Adam,  his  character  of  mer- 
chants, 97. 

SeUmm,  Uluftration  of  feme  of  the  ima- 
gery of,  133. 

Sethebfi  Saul,  general  character  o&  106.. 
Manner  hi  which  the  poem  opens,  107*. 
Ddcription  of  the  appniach  of  Saul  and 
his  guards  009.  Challenge  of  Goljao, 
ail.  Song  of  the  virgins  celebrating 
the  viclorv,  »ia»  Description  of  the 
myrtle  veil  which  concealed  the  fhrine 
of  Alhtaroth,  914.  Saul's  vifit  to  the 
witch  of  Endor,  116. 

&W,  Lucretios's  account  of  the  campofr. 
tionof,  t%t* 

Spem,    See  Capmany.  . 

Spenfir,  account  of  Ireland,  41. 

Stiles,  Dr  Bare,  extra**  from  the  works 
of,  115. 

8wim  hemp  of  Bengal,  35 1# 

Sviyd  Siddhanta,  an  Indian  aJVmnomkar 
treetift  of  great  antiquity,  ,467* 

Sweelemt  an  alliance  with  France  always 
popular  in,  3764 
T 

TVtV,  Mount*  deicrintJoft  of.  331. 

Tmhiram,  the  modern  capital  of  Pcrfia,  6d» 

T<&a*fjr,  a  term  adopted  for  the  doftrinc 
of  final  caofts,  15c.  .    , 

Tkeeflrw/kut  botanical  arrangement  of, 

Tber*m\  Present  State  of  Turkey,  149. 
Euloghim  on  the  ancient  Greeks,  %$o* 
Opportunities  the  author  enjoyed  of  ob- 
taining information,  %$%.  Origin  of 
the  Turks  apd  progrefs  of  their  con- 
quers, %S3>  Account  of  their  religion, 
254.  Chnrch  eAablifbment,  157,  Ci- 
vil inftiintiona,  a.59.  Absolute  power, 
of  the  fultan.  ib.  Dread  of  popular  in* 
turtr&ons  the  only  check  to,  264. 
State  of  property,  264.  Army,  aoj. 
Revenues,  267*  Manners  and  charao 
-ter,  a#9.  Refieainns  on  the  present  fi- 
ttiation  of  the  Turkilh  empire,  070. 

Tbrm/kers,  account  of,  5  7. 

Tbunkrg,  changes  made  in  the  arrange- 
ment of  Linnzus  by,  3 15. 

Terne/erfi  fyftem  of  botauy,  313. 

Turkey.    See  Thornton. 

Turks,  contrail  between  their  figure  and 
manners,  and  thoie,  of  the  Europeans, 
169. 

V 

Fimir,  Grand,  office  and  duties  of,  afcx 

Utemm,  the  men  of  learning  among  the 
Turks,  26a. 

Ftlmteers,  from  their  dUperuo*  all  ores 
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the  ifland.  incapable  of  flopping  the 
pfogtcfiof  an  intadmg  enemy,  7. 

»7pgm,  00  the  credit  doe  to  the  marvcl- 
Jee*  repartee*;  i*7- 
W 

aer**^,  eccountof  thcfe&of,  70. 

jrMv*t  Trotcls  in  Pcrfia,  61.  Canons 
proposed  for  the  benefit  of  travellers, 
lb.  Route  of  the  author,  6a.  Ab- 
ftna  of  the  hiftory  of  Perfia  fince  the 
feathof  Nadir  Shah,  64.  Aceonnt  of 
the  pwfeat  King,  66.  Military  «*« 
of  the  country,  «.  Ro^nne,  69. 
Account  of  the  Wahcbis,  ?a 

jraf^w.deicripttaof.443- 

grutty.  General,  one  of  Charles  Li 
judges,  aceonnt  of,  106. 

WheaOn  on  Maney  and  Coaaaierce.  gene* 
tmUhaiaaer  of ,  and  grand  principle  00 
which  the  author's  dhcotenes  hinge, 
aS*  Propofitiotu  of  Dr  Adam  Smith, 
mSfieptcJented  by,  %%S-  What  the 
bans  of  a  favourable  ov  an  adfcrfe 
exchange,  according  to  him,  287. 
Real  and  nominal  exchange,  con* 
founded  by,  a88.  What  the  prin- 
cipal utility  of  bilk  of  exchange,  a** 

.  EJfefts  of  n  debated  currency  on  the  es> 
cheogc  Geofcs  from  which  dHeederi 
may  arte  in  a  fyftem  of  metallic  cur- 
reney,  ftp*.  Changes  gradnmly  luton* 
doccd,  as  a  country  increafcs  in  wealth, 


into  Its  ryftem  of  enrreney,  aoj.  £*> 
porting  of  bullion  not  &  detrimental  as 
fo  commonly  fuppomd.  196.  Decrease 
in  the  taloe  of  the  gold  and  itlrer  caio 
accounted  for,  397* 

WUkrfmxt  en  the  abotitiosi  of  the  fane* 
trade,  199.  Remarks  on  Mr  Loan/* 
portait  of  the  negro  cfaasacmr,  aoi« 
Degraded  (late  of  the  natives  of  Africa 
the  cued  of  their  fituatba  and  drassn- 
(tances,  not  of  any  inherent  inferiority 
of  character,  aoa.  National  crimes 
moll  frequently  ponilhed  by  the  opera- 
tioo  of  natural  causes  aqg. 

JPj/feww  s  Species  Plaotarusa,  306.  U-> 
tilityoftbciludTof  botany,  307.  Ac- 
eount  of  the  early  writers  00  that  ^aV 
joft,  30S.  ffr*t*Mi*M  method  of  ar- 
rangement of  Cfessfeinos,  300.  Of 
Moruou,  Ray,  Ac  319.  Dimronic 
between  a  natural  and  artiuclel  method, 
3ti.  Method  of.  Riviniis»  $is>  Sex- 
ual fyftem  of  JUhnamt,  113,. 
feOions  in,  attempted  to  be  1 
by  different  bctaniib,  314. 
made  by  the  present  author,  315. 
View  of  the  addition* 
made  in,  unee  the  time  of  J 

3*6- 
tfW,  near  the  Hague,  account  of,  »*& 

Z 
Z«*W,Ncw.    Sm&euf*. 


fcND  OF  VOLUME  TRUTH. 


No.  XXL  vM  he  Tubluhed  in  October  1807. 


D.    WILLISON,   r&tKTIft,   8&IXB9ftGII. 
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